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PREFAIVH. 


The  woik  ot"  proimriii^^  UiV  puhlif^atiiiii  tlie  Ofticial  Kocu!*ds  of  the 
Uaion  ttiid  C-onfederatr  imivipk,  whit'h  wan  Ix'giin  rfuly  7,  1H84,  was 
orgtinizt*€l  under  the  Huperiiitendr'nry  of  Pi'uf.  J.  K.  Soloy,  i\  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  lihmriaii  of  the  Nnvy  iVepurtnioia.  aftprwjirds 
A88i8tant  Secrptary  of  the  Navy, 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  eolleeting  the  we  records  and  their  rlas- 
sification  was  ably  eoiitnined  by  his  sucn-eiijsor.  Lieutenant -(Vmiimioder 
F.  M.  \Vm%  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  havinjf  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant -Ooniniander  Rieliard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  puVdiration  was  finally  authorized  by  at  t  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  IM.  1S94,  and  tw^fj^un  by  Mr.  Rush*  The  (irnt 
five  volumes  were  published  under  liis  efficient  administration,  and 
the  important  duty  of  organi/Jng  the  othce  for  the  distribution  of 
these  volumes  was  accomplisheil. 

In  Mar<'h,  ISt^T,  Mr.  Rush,  having  l>een  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K,  Rawson,  l\  S,  Navy,  as  Hiiperintendent 

On  November  18,  IHUL  Ojuuuander  (ieorge  P.  Oilvot^oresses  was 
detached  f  roTii  this  office  and  ordered  to  se«. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  I>e|mrtment.  This  phui  includes  only 
the  use  of  siu*h  materiiil  as  may  ^>e  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  thi*ee  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

L  The  iirst  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondeoee, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  tiulf  coasts  imd  inland  watei>i  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  openitions  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  ditl'erent  parts  of  the  world. 
These  rejiorts  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  scries  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  stpmdrons  and 
flotillas^  chronologically;  and,  us  far  as  ijossible,  the  Unitm  reports  of 
aoy  ©vents  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confedernti'  reports. 


m  ^fli^^^^V  PEEFAOE. 

II.  The  second  r^ries  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  t'oirespond- 

©nco  relating  to — 

1,  Th*?  f*ondition  of  tho.  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  coni- 
nieneeinoiit  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  incrense  durintf  the  jjrugiwss 
of  the  war,  including  the  tinnual  and  spei-ial  repui-ts  of  the 
Secretarj^  of  the  Navy  and  ehiefs  of  the  various  Ijureaas. 

2.  The  eonstruftion  and  outfit  of  the  Confedemte  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confedemte  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  laireauai. 

8,  Stuttstieal  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Conft^dtirate,  as  far 
AS  can  be  olitained* 

4,  Keturn.s  of  naval  and  military  propeily  captured  by  the 
navies  of  l>oth  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisonei's. 
This  serie.s  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  alx*ve 

flections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

IIL  The  third  series  embraces  all  re^xjrts,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  !)ot  specially 
relating  to  the  mutter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  f»f  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  rt*f erred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeai'ed  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  ditficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commamiers  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag* officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing, 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  \vork 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  iind  the  Department  therefore  has 
sparcil  n*>  pains  to  .secure  the  letter  lK>oks  and  papers  tjf  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  l>een  copiouslj^  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regi'ctted,  howevei",  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.     Frequent  careful 
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Smies  throiig'hout  viirioiis  pails  of  the  country    conducted  by  ti 

Pcial  agent  of  the  Dopai'tinent,  have  brought  to  light  many  du[>li- 
cate.s  of  the,^e  |7apiM".s,  found  among  the  percjonal  rtleis  of  participunte. 
It  is  hoped  that  tho  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participaDts 
in  the  events  i*eferrod  to^  and  lead  them  to  firing  to  the  notiee  of  the 
Department  the  wheresi}>outM  of  any  pa|>ei>  b(*aring  ujwn  navfil  cipera- 
tions  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowl(*dge. 

The  twelfthi  volume  of  the  reeordn  (Series  L  vol.  1:^),  which  has 
recently  been  published  l>y  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
North  Atlantic  BIor*kading  8i[uadrcin  from  Febi-uary  2  to  August  3, 
1S65;  and  the  operations  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 
fmm  October  29,  Lstil.  to  May  13,  1H62.  The  present  volume  (Series 
L  vol,  13),  gives  the  opemtionn  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuad- 
ix>u  from  May  14,  18H2,  to  April  7,  1863, 

The  reports  and  corres|)ondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  svhich 
bath  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  he 
obtainerl)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane- 
ous Confederate  eorres]K>ndence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume* 
Reference  to  the  table  of  corjtents  will  show  the  context  of  those  Con- 
federate papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  simple  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  suMi vision  or  classifit^ation.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  pa^>ers  bear  speciJii^  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronologicBl  order  has  been  somewhat  niodilied,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

EnwAKD  K,  Rawson, 

GEOItGE    P,  COLVOCORESSES, 

CHAHLE8  W.  Stewart, 
Navy  Department, 


Note. — The  following  is  an  extrurt  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congr-ess 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  tli*>usarid  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  f>e  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Kcprescnt4itives,  two  thou- 
^od  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
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thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  "officers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libranes,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the{)urpose  of  this  dis- 
tribution herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  sevei'al  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representativ^e  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  voFumes 
shall  i>e  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 

Sublication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
istributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasurv.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  oi-dered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
I>elegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig- 
nate other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  oecretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distribiitees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  ai-e  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  «January  30,  1896: 

Jieaolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis- 
tributed copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  it  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  1t>efore  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fiftv-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  foiled  to  de.signate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records,  or  an v  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  tliirty -firsts  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety -four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  said  act 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIHLtS  K 


Utiion  cruisers.     • 

West  Inclhi  ( Ftyiup)  Rqimtli-tin,  imdpf  ActlUi?  RimrAduiiml  Wilkr*,  T.  S.  S..  I»e2-1N«3. 

Wf»t  Itidiu  iFlviiiK)  Si|t(ndr»jn.  uiidor  ActlQg  Reftr-Admiml  Limhier.  r.  .S.  X,,  Ii^d'iS-lsf^, 
TonfiHlomtc  c'nii**ers  nwd  privateers. 

2.  Uptf ration B  iti  the  GuU  uf  Mexic^o,  January  to  Jane  7,  IHliL 

Surrender  ctf  tho  iVusftcoU  Xiivy  Yiirrf. 

CoopcTAtioti  of  ihv  Xnvy  in  lli«  relief  tif  P^irl  Piokeii!^. 

3.  Ofieratioiis  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  U*  .Mtty  i;j,  IHdL 

fN*«i(>emtJon  of  the  Navy  In  the  micmpEs  to  rulk-vf  Fort  SumltT. 
Abftiid«>nuieut  and  dt'Htnir'tfoij  of  tltr'  N'orf<iilk  Xuvy  Yard. 
Home  Squad roD,  undtr  Fliiif-^lfflLtir  Pc^ndergraet,  U.  S.  K, 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  aaU  Rappahannock  Rivers,  I8tu-I8li5, 

Piilomac  FloUlIn,  imdtr  (  onmiander  Ward.  U.  S.  N,.  ISIU, 
Potomac  Fbtllla,  under  Cfiptiiln  Crnvcii,  V,  S.  N,,  1*^1, 
Potomac  Flotilln,  undtr  Lieuteuam  Wymun,  0.  J*.  N.^  18i!I-lfifl2. 
Potomae  Flotilln.  under  Commodore  Hrinvrxnl,  tV  s.  K.,  IS«;2-1»63. 
Potonjae  Flotilln^  uiuliTCommntidrr  Parker,  U.  S.  N'.,  1863-1866. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading?  S^nudroni^,  lS(:>l-]865, 

AlUntic  Bluekadlnif.SiUiidnjii,  under  Fla(j;-umcer  Strlnglinm,  T,  f*.  N,»  May  13  to  Sept.  'ZS,  l»l* 

West  India  S*| laid ron^  inidt*r  Flnp-nMrtT  Pendergmjtt.  r  s,  N.,  ]H\]. 

Naval  I»efenM!«of  Virginia  iiiid  Niirtli  Carolina,  under  Flag  twicer  Barron,  C.  S.  N* 
AilaDtJc  BIfX'kadinjf  Squadron,  under  Flft^-Offlcer  Gotdaborou«h.  V.  S.  N.,  IWl. 
KoTth  Atlantic  Blockfiding  Squadron,  under  Rear  .Xdmiral  (joldfllxjmujfli,  U.  8.  N..  \M\AML 

Naval  Defences  o(  Virginia  and  North  Oirt>linn,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C,  S,  K. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flutj-ndieer  fiurlnman,  C.  g.  N. 

.Tames  River  Squadron .  under  Fluff  om^tr  Tattnall.  C.  8.  N, 

iiMOes  River  FloUlIa,  under  Coram. «lt»re  Wllki-?-,  IT.  B.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sjjuadrnti,  iind*'r  Aetinit  Rear  Admiral  Lee,  U.  8,  N.,  IMl-XBtH, 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Fitter  Offuer^  Forre-^t  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

♦Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  CftroJina.  inider  C<»mmander  Pinkncy,  C,  8.  N. 

•NaviU  Defense?*  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Ca.ro] ina,  und^r  Flag  Offleer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Bloi-kading  Squad mn,  under  Renr-Admiral  Porter,  l\  S.  N..  l^t61>186Si 

Junea  River  S<iuadn>n,  under  Flag-Offle^-rs  Witehell  and  Semme«i.  C.  S  N, 

•Naval  De fen Ke«i Cape  Ft^nr  River,  North  Carolina,  imder  FlaK-omeer  I'liikney,  C.  S,  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading'  S^juadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Adrairal  Radford,  V.  S.  N.,  1»<55. 
South  Atlantic  BlockjidinR  S^inadron,  under  Rrnr- Admiral  iMi  Pont,  V.  S.  N,,  1H61-1B63. 

•Naval  I>erense«  ol  ikmth  Carolina  rmd  (JfrnTtla,  under  FttMr-nflrieerTatiiiall,  C,  8.  K, 

•Naval  DefcniK'Mof  ClmrlKj-tfln  HarlM]r.Si>ntli  Carolina, under  F]af;cr»^<"cr]ngmhamt(^.^.N. 
Smth  Atlantic  Blockading Squadrrm,  under  Re«r-.Vdmiml  Dahlfn^Mi,  V.  .^.  N..  1868-186fi. 

•Naval  I>cfenj»c5  0f  Charleston  Harbor.  South  CjiPoUna,  under  Flagt>mcer  Tucker,  C,  S.  N, 

Nat»1  Defennesof  Savannah,  Ga,,  under  Fla^-omceta  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  a  8.  N, 


•Th*j  Confetierate  material  under  thiji  head  is  very  «mnl.  It  U  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
hare  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  Mibjeei  will  eommutiicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
W»r  Recotda,  Navy  Department.  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  (rulf  Blockadinjf  Squadronn,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Sfiimdron,  under  Flap-Offlwr  Mervine,  V.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Gulf  BlwkadinK  8*iuadnm,  under  Flajf-OfReer  McKcan.  V.  S.  N..  1861-1862. 

♦Mi9Bl8(diJpi  River  Defenwcj*.  under  Flag-Offleer  Hollin».  ('.  S.  N. 
Eajtt  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offleer  MeKcan.  T.  S.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lardner,  V.  S.  N.,  1862. 
Ea8t  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  r.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Ra«t  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Roar-Admiral  Stribling,  l*.  S.  N..  1864-186ft. 
WeMt  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrrm,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N..  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mirniwippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  K.  N.,  1862. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Randolph.  C.  6.  N. 
Trans-Mispiwippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

WcHt  (vulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Comm(x1ore  Bell.  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1868. 
West  Gulf  Blocka<1ing  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Farragut.  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Talmer,  V.  S.  N..  i;y>4-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  186S. 

•  Mobile  DofeniH.>s.  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers.  U.  S.  N..  1861. 
Naval  Force*  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Footc,  U.  S.  N..  1861-1862. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defenaes,  under  Flag-Offlcer  HoUins.  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Davis,  I'.  S.  N.,  1862. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  8.  A. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch.  C.  S.  N. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  S<|uadn)n,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee.  U.  S.  N..  1864-1865. 

•  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

•The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documont.s  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Offlce  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 


UNITED  STATES  VESSE7S  OF  WAR  SERX^TyO   IX  TTTE  mUTIT  ATLANTFC  SLOC^ADIim 
i^VAimOX.  MAV  It,,  li^i,  TO  APKIl  7,  imS. 


Same. 


Adlioodack  „„, ,.. 

Alabuna * 

AlbtttrosB. 

America 

Anguftta  ....*.........*. .. 

Bibb 

Bienville 

BrazilJera  .., ..**. 

CP.WUliains 

Ciiiiandal>ruA ->•--•.. 

CiwwelL - 

ciitwkin.  „.„,.. 

Cimarron. 

Cijluinliine  ,. 

ComuicxJorc  McDonongh. 
CotniEiodore  Morris....... 

Conemftogh 

Courier 

CrtiKader  , 

DiLffodll 

Dale.. 

Datidelion. 

Durlln^on 

Dawn ... 

K  B.Hale 

Ellen 

Fenuuadlna 

Flag. 

Flambeau 

Floriaii 

G.  W.  Blunt 

Gem  of  theSe* .,. 

Gemabok 

M^nry  Andrew 

Hope. ., 

Hou^atonlc 

Btiron 

Ino -...,.,„ 

iMac  Smith 

JamcBAdirer 

Keokuk. „ 

Keystone  State 

EiogfiBber 

Lodona 

MadjTle.... 

Ifarbletaead 

ManacbuaettA.... 

Mempbts .,.,... 

Heroedlta.... 


Rate.       ToDDaKe. 


Secoud  . 
Third.., 
Fourth  , 
Fourth  . 
Third... 


Second . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second . 


Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fotmli  . 
Fottrtb  . 
Third.. - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  » 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  , 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  , 
Fourth  , 
Foorth  . 

Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Ffiurth  , 
Third... 
Thlid... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third. 


1.2G1 
878 


t,fi6R 
540 
210 


Mi 
800 
138 
532 
532 
95S 

M5 
160 
^\ 
111 
300 
a»9 
192 
341 

goa 

900 

i,a«i 
m 
tn 
eae 

177 

1^ 

1/240 
507 
896 
453 

1,151 
677 

hmi 

4fiO 

BSD 
218 
607 
1J65 
791 
77<J 


ClasB. 


Screw  sloop,,, 

Side-wheel  ^textmer... 
Serew  jtlenmer. . ....... 

Yacht  

Side-wheel  steamer... 
Coast-Survey  steamer  . 
Side-wheel  Bteamer.., 

Bark 

Mt  jrtji  r  !whooiier 

Screw  filrtop,.- 

Coaat-Suirey  fteamcr . 

Ironclad  steamer 

Side- wheel  steamer  ... 

Screw  jstcAmer. , 

Side- wheel  irteamer  ... 

....do...., 

....do 

Sailing  ship 

S<.*rcw  etcftuier 

8ieiim  tug.,... 

SaiUnjf  wlrK^p 

Si-rew  steajucr 

Hide- wheel  uteamer  ... 

S<*  re  w  steamer 

do...... 

Side-wheel rteamer  ... 

Bark 

Screw  Rteamer 

do.. 

Side- wheel  steamer . .. 

Sciicxmer 

Bark 

.....do 

Screw  Hteitmer 

Schormer... 

Screw  !«l<x>p 

Si-rew  steamer. »..,..., 

Sailiux^hip  ....... 

Se  re w  ^team er , 

Side-wheel  Hleamer  . . 

Ironiibid  steamer. 

Side-w  heel  steamer  .. 

Bark 

Screw  steamer 

do. ............. .. 

.....do. 

.....do 

.....do 

do 


Ciew.    Gune. 


18S 
175 

68 

9 

157 

35 

«8 

45 

168 


74 
122 
24 
7b 
88 
12& 
82 

n 

2S 
50 

n 

23 
84 
SO 


79 

140 

n 

IJSO 

16 

65 
100 

49 

19 
160 

76 
115 

56 
120 

92 
163 

95 

97 

45 

HI 

IfiO  ' 
100 
121 


9 
9 
6 
S 

10 


u 

6 
8 
10 


2 
10 
2 
6 
6 
9 
3 
7 
2 
8 
2 


2 

6 
4 

0 
9 
5 
8 
I 
6 
7 
S 
1 

13 
4 
9 
9 
H 

10 
ft 

8 
4 

7 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  MAY  14, 1862,  TO  APRIL  7, 1863. 

1 

N  W  K — VOL  13 1 


SOCTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  MAY  11  1862.  TO  APRIL  7,  1863, 


At 


Or//nmamfer  Dntyttmy  U,  S,  Naiyy^  etmvmandimi  LL  S*  S, 
\iwfie€j  iranmtiitting  report  regardhuj  the  lujuor  traffic. 

U.  S.  S,  Pawnee, 

lumandiiuK  [Fhu]^  May  /^,  im^. 
My  Dear  (_V)>imodore;  1  ^end  with  this  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
liijiior  tU^alhio^  in  our  vessels,  which  I  really  think  might  he  stopped 

•  to  the  advantage  of  your  ,^y  uadrori.  So  long  as  the  artick^  i.s  permitted 
OTi  imiird  of  a  vessel  for  sale,  I  don't  *"are  what  the  regulations  are,  it 
will  find  its  way  into  ini])roj>er  hands. 

I  went,  on  tin*  Ir^th,  in  the  DarHngtotu  inland  as  far  a8  Nassau,  [Fla.  |, 
to  search  for  a  gon,  whicli  I  understood  to  ha\e  Keen  buried  there  at 
the  fort  immediately  after  t>ur  occupation  of  this  plaec,  and  which  I 
found  after  a  little  probing  of  the  ground,  as  well  its  a  quantity  of  shf>t. 
The  gun  was  an  army  82,  made  at  Tredegar  foundry  in  1S46.  I  had  it 
removed  to  the  Iwaeh  and  brought  to  Fernandina'  the  next  day,  with 
its  garrison  t^arriage  complete,  after  burning  the  works  on  the  point  of 
Tallwjt  Island.     ^Ir.  Mattair.  who  was  with  me,  says  that  the  bar  has 

■  moved  a  half  mile  northerly  in  the  last  two  years.  I  could,  however, 
perceive  no  entrance,  as  the  breakers  extended  the  whole  way  across. 
Nothing  new  hei-e  except  that,  with  every  care,  fever  is  making  its 
appearance  on  board  in  a  mild  form.  I  have  tixed  up  a  hiKspital  on 
shore,  however,  and  hope  by  keeping  the  sick  from  the  well  to  ntop  it. 
So  far  it  has  shown  itself  principally  in  the  old  fever  and  ague  ca^es 
of  the  Potomac, 

LVery  truly,  yours, 
P.  DHAyTO^^ 
Flag-Oiiicer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 
U.  8.  S,  lf>iA^w/i. 
[Knt'loNure.j 
fc  U*  S.  6.  Pawnee, 

I  Feniandlna.  May  lU  1S62. 

f5lR:  I  wmdd  heg  leave  to  t*all  your  attention  again  to  the  tnnible 
that  is  caused  iMjth  ashore  and  afloat  by  thi*  tratBc  in  spirituous  li{iuor, 
which  is  fast  becoming  legalized  through  the  private  traders  ana  our 
own  sutlers,  who  both  come  out  with  regular  permission  to  deal  in  thi8 
article,  so  injurious  at  all  times  to  the  sailors  and  soldiers,  but  doubly 
so  at  present,  when  the  least  imprudence  brings  on  the  fever  of  the 
country.  The  last  case  in  point  is  that  of  the  MftHsdrhmetti*^  from 
wMeh  vessel  liquor  enough  found  its  way  on  shore  to  create  quite  an 
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uproar  in  a  place  which  has  lately  been  remarkably  quiet.  I  do  not 
consider  the  sutler  of  that  vessel  to  blame,  as  I  have  no  "reajson  to  sup- 
pose that  he  sold  directly  to  either  sailors  or  soldiers,  but  the  fact  is 
positive  that  some  way  or  other  the  liquor  always  reaches  these  in  the 
end.  Two  dollars  a  bottle  and  more  for  most  wretched  stuff,  worth 
perhaps  10  cents,  having  a  wonderful  power  to  bring  it  within  their 
reach,  and  I  must  confess  to  a  slight  reeling  of  shame  when  I  think 
that  an  American  man-of-war,  which  the  Mamichu%ettH^  as  well  as  the 
others  of  like  character  are,  can  be  pointed  at  by  the  soldiers  as  liquor 
traders  under  the  protection  of  the  Government. 

Another  consequence  of  this  traffic  is  that  all  others,  not  so  lucrative, 
lose  their  charm,  and  the  supplies  which  would  really  tend  to  add  to 
the  comfort  of  the  officers  and  crew\s  will  be  left  out  (which  is,  I  think, 
becoming  the  case  now)  to  give  place  to  spirit,  which,  itself,  is  of  the 
worst  possible  quality  and  at  exorbitant  prices.  As  I  mentioned  before, 
shoula  the  officers  of  the  various  squadrons  really  require  anything  of 
the  kind,  Adams  Express  offers  them  every  facility  to  get  it  of  a  drink- 
able qualit}',  and  I  am  satisfied,  from  what  I  see  here  already,  that 
nothing  but  the  greatest  care  in  keeping  the  men  from  excesses  of  any 
kind  will  enable  us  to  retain  the  vessels  this  summer  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. In  view  of  this,  I  would  suggest  that  the  steamers  fitted  out 
by  the  Government  be  prohibited  irom  bringing  liquoi-s  to  sell.  A 
private  vessel  we  can,  to  a  certain  extent,  look  out  for,  b}'  placing 
guards  on  board,  but  are  helpless  with  the  others. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen''ant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Cwnmundcr^  C(yinmandin<j  Pawnee, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cc/fnnvanding  South  Athmtw  Stjiiadroji.,  0\  S,  S.  Wabash. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comiumvdtr  Strong^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  L,  a^.  S.  Fl<ig,,  U^  j/roceed  with  that  vessel 
to  P(yrt  Royal,  S,  C. 

Navy  Department,  May  14^^  1S62. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  under  your  command,  is  ready 
for  sea,  proceed  w  ith  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Sauadron. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  3"our  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Actmg  Secretary  JVavy. 
Commander  Jas.  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Baltimore,  Md, 


Repoi*t  of  Flag-Offi^^er  Du  Pont,  V,   S,  Navy,  of  tlie  arrival  of  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Pawn  of  Port  R(/yal  Harbm\  S,  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  HarUr,  S\  T.,  3fay  U,  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  morning  [of]  the 
U.  S.  S.  Dawn  for  service  in  tnis  squadron,  having  passed  nine  days 
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at  Ilumpton   Roads  In  repairing  her  machinery,  which  is  still  very 
niurh  out  of  order  and  will  rociuire  further  repairs. 
Very  reHpectfuUy,  yotir  ol>edient  8ei*vant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
F'lfM^'fyffi^^er^  Cfmimanding  Smith  Atlantic  B/ockading  Squumtrn* 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyi/^   WaMngkm, 


Order  of  the  Acting  Seeretary  of  the  Nuvy^  tif  Flug-Officer  Du  Bf>nt^ 
U,  S.  Natfy^  regardmg  tlie  sendifig  of  prizm  to  Jimton  for  adjitdi- 
catimt 

Navy  Department,  May  IBn,  1862, 
8ir:  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  faet  that  of  the 
numerous  prizes  taken  bj^  the  blockading  Nqimdrun  only  three  of  them 
have  heea  sent  to  Boston*     A  fair  proportion  of  the  }>rizes  should  be 
sient  to  that  port  for  adjudication. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(j,  \\  Fox, 

Arfitig  Seeretain/, 
Flag-Officer  Saml-  F,  Du  Pont, 

Cmhdg,  South  Aihtntic  Bhiehtdlng  Sfwif/nnt^  PffH  Royal^  S,  C. 


Gepieral  ord^  of  Flag- Ofieer  Du  Pmit^  U.  S,  JVany^  mdhorhmg  the 
ml iHtmrii  t  o  f  (Yf 7}  tm ha  n (is,  ^ 

General  Orders,  \  FLA(i8Hir  Wabash, 

i*o,  IL  \  Port  Royal  HarW,  A',   r..  May  15,  1862, 

The  hot  season  on  this  eoast,  now  approaching,  rcadi-rs  it  advi-^able 
that  aeelimated  jx^rsons  be  employed  \n\  lioara  of  tin*  Aiiu^  of  this 
squad rou  in  such  duties  as  involve  much  ex]x>sur»^  to  sun  and  heat,  such 
as  boat  servit*e  and  w  ork  in  the  engine  I'ooms, 

The  ronuuandinu  oftieers  an*  therefore  authtirized  to  enlist  contra- 
bands, with  their  i*onsent,  on  their  resi>ective  vessels,  rating  them  us 
boys  at  i^S,  ♦iU  and  $10  per  month,  and  one  ration,  this  privilege  to  be 
exercised  with  sound  discretion. 

A  monthly  return  of  the  number  so  employed  will  he  made  to  the 
fiiig^otiScei'. 

Respectfullv,  etc*,  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flug-OPcer, 

Ord«^'of  Flm-  Officer  J}u  Pant,  IL  S,  Nmy^  to  Commander  Marehand^ 
if,  S.  Nwiry^for  a  refHmmmHunce  in  Stotw  InM, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Bf/yai  Ifarlmr,  S,  (\.  May  15,  1862. 
Sir:  From   information   brought  by  the    Pla)itfi\   the    rebels  are 
abandoning  a  portion,  certainly,  of  their  defenses  in  Stono,     The  bat- 
tery oti  Cole's  Island  I  have  no  doubt  has  been   left,  and  I  deem  it 
highly  probable  they  are  almndoning  Old  Battery  opiK>sit<>  Ijegar^ville. 

*Fcir  ofiler  of  Navy  hf|»arUiit'iii  nt^  St^rii*H  I,  vol.  T.  j),  2^>4. 
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I  rf^coniiiiend  a  reconnoissatire  to  be  niado  by  two  or  more  tfunhoftts, 
whicli  you  run  take  yourself  or  Hif*iid  tlie  senior  tfunhnat  offir^r  in 
♦■harffe. 

The  tide  servra  in  the  uioruini^f,  aud  if  you  tind  mtttter.'*  as  I  hoiM* 
you  will,  theo  T  desire  you  to  s<^nd  hack  u  portion  of  thi*  force  to  their 
stations  on  the  hlockade,  f<u'  thf*  uiooii  is  now  wariinuf,  and  uttt'Tupts 
will  he  renew rd  to  run  it, 

Ibmth  will  join  you,  I  hopi^  rci-mcn'row:  Ahthtntut  the  nr^xt  day.  and 
the  Iknm  in  titi'ee  days. 

Lieutf^nant  Commandincr  Hankhead  has  :i  n-eeiit  c^hart  of  Stono. 
Respectf nil  v,  etr. , 

S,   F.   Du  Pont, 

Flay-  Ojk4:T. 
Commander  J,  B.  Marcitand, 

l\  S,  S.  ^ftfffffjs'  Adgt^i\  Ch^rlestaiK 


Ord^r  of  Fhig- ( {ffice}'  Iht  Poni^  U.  S.  Ntwt^^  in  Courmnnd*^'  Bimkheml,, 
IT,  S.  N*tv}j^  emmfimidtng  tf,  S.  X  Pi'mhfniu  rugardhuj  h/tfrlutdt' 
duty, 

Fi.A(isnip  Wabash. 
Pfyrt  Roi/a!  Ifarhor.  A\   (\.  Mm^  h'*^  mm. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  PtmhiNU  ujider  your  eom- 
maiul  otf  Charlenton  and  report  to  Commander  Mai'ehand  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S*  JtiiiHH  Adgtt\  senior  otficer,  for  blockading  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc 

S.   F.   Dlt^Pont, 

Lieutenant  Omimatidin^^  »K  P,  Bankhead, 
I  l\  X  X,  J*t^nhm/i^  Part  Royal. 


Ord^r  of  VmtuHtuidf  v  Marchand,^  U.  S,  JVary^  to  OommaiidfV  Midlany^ 

U*    S.   i^at^y^  vofttttutHfitHfJ   It    S,   «S\   Rft/ivd/rtff*j/r(*rtrd  f^/  MarlYfuS 

duty  at  RaUles^mke  Siioai, 

U.  S.  S.  James  A  doer. 
Of  Huirirsftm,  Jftnj  /7,  imS. 
Sik:   Voii  will  1m'  pleui^ed  to   proceed    immediately    to  the   U.  S*  S. 
Keyt^t^mr  SUft*\  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of   the    Rattlesnake 
Shoal,  and  deliver  the  accompanyincf  roimnuuication  to   C<^mmander 
Le  Hoy. 

It  is  an  order  for  his  r(*lurn  to  Port  Royai.  and  I  desire  that  ytai 
will  ocH'upy  his  imsition  on  thc^  blockade. 

Possildy  the  cttrfdiita  may  b*^  d(^tained  one  nt^ht  ott^  Stono  Iidet, 
heiiee  you  may  have  the  duties  <jf  two  steaniorsto  perform. 

I  would  thank  you  to  say  to  ('a|itain  Lc  Roy  that  I  particularly 
ties  ire  that  he  would  show  himstdf  olT  8tono  Inlet  on  his  way  to  Fort 
Hoyal  as  early  in  the  aiorning  as  |K»ssible,  as  a  reeonnoismmee  of  that 
place  is  in  view. 

Very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J*  B.  Marciiand, 
Pomnwnd^'r  and  Snuor  ()£ic€T> 
Commander  J.  R.  M*  Mxi.i^ky. 

Comrfiandf'ftf^  l\  S.  S,  Hit^itmitf, 
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(Mnlei^  of  Vommanrl4>r  Marc/tand,   U,  S,  Nmn/^  to  Vmnmavd-er  Partu* 
if,  S,  iVatft/^  t*nih(}dym(/  InMractif/fia  as  to  hlochidhuj  vessels, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Aduer, 

Of  CJutrhMttyn,  Ifay  16,  J862. 

Sir:  To-morrow  raorning  it  is  uij  intention  to  take  poHBage  in  the 
IVitihunf  for  Stono  Inlet,  leaving  thLs  ship  here  to  furnish  the  ReJitl^ss 
with  water. 

The  rnadSlla  \^  expected  early  in  the  morning  to  take  in  coal  from 
the  si^HXjner.  You  svill  please  to  order  her  off  Stono  immediately 
instead  of  taking  in  eoal 

Inntruetions  will  he  given  by  me  to-morrow  morning  to  the  BtenelU* 
to  carry  orders  to  Corninander  Le  Rov  in  the  luffsffnt^  Sfat<^'  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Port  Royal,  and  the  HtetiriUr  to  t^ike  the  latter  s  place 
off  Dewecs  Inlet  and  the  ea^st  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

Every  effoit  will  be  made  for  the  return  of  the  J^itudlUa  to  resume 
her  station  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal 
to-morrow  night,  and  it  is  imrtirularly  desirous  that  the  RpufUss  should 
regain  her  station  off  Bull  s  Bay  before  night. 

If  possible,  I  would  wish  you  to  run  down  off  Stono  Inlet  as  early  in 
the  Tuorning  as  possible  after  giving  the  above  instructions. 

Should  the  I  nadHh  not  have  thirty-six  hours'  coaL  please  send  the 
Flawlh-itu  in  he  I'  steady  hut  the  I^midUhf  is  prefeml^le. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respe*^tfnlly,  your  olHpdient  servant, 

J.   B.   MaR<  !1.\ND, 

Commander  and  S\ftf'or  Ojft/^er* 
imander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Vommnndtnq  JJ.  S,  S*  Atfg^ista, 


^tS&r  of  Flug '  OJfeet'  Du  Pmit^  IL  S,  Ninn/,  to  Commmider  Lanier^ 
U,  S.  JVhvy^  f^munanding  U>  S*  S.  Alidmwa,  in  jyrmee^i  to  M<trht4e 
dnty  off  Uharl^ton^  S\  (\ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
/hrf  Ro7jaI  IfarJm\  S\  C.  May  J0\  1862, 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  AhdMima  under  your  com- 
mand off  Charleston  and  report  for  blcK^kading   duty  to   the   senior 
officer  in  charge. 

Respectful  I V,  etc,  S*  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Flftg- Officer . 
CV>mniandcr  Fl  Lanier, 

r,  S»  S.  Alahamn^  Pnrt  Rm/rrl, 

[Order  of  sjime  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  Dowiies,  U.  S* 
Navy,  commanding  L\  8.  8,  fliiron,] 


Navy  Department,  Afai/  17^  1S62, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  reply  uf  the  Department  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Siinate,  couHnmiii'ated  to  it  through  the  chairman 
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I  rofooiiiiriKl  a  n'*H>iinoissuni'e  to  hf*  nmde  hy  twn  or  moi-F'  «"uiilK^it>i, 
which  yim  vnu  take  yoursrlf  or  .^»^nd  tlit*  soninr  ^'•iinhoat  offit^M-  in 
fhiirtfe. 

Tho  tide  .servos  in  the  morning,  and  if  you  tind  matter^*  as  I  hop€* 
you  will,  then  I  deniro  yt>ii  tti  send  hack  n  portion  of  the  forro  to  their 
stations  on  tlie  hlocknde,  for  the  moon  is  fu>w  waning,  nnd  attempts 
will  he  renewed  to  run  it, 

Ifuroii  will  join  you,  I  hnii<\  tc^-rncirroiv:  Aitthfinui  the  n<*xt  day,  and 
the  Dmm  in  three  days. 

Tjieutenant  Commanding  Bjinkh^^ad  Inis  w  recent  rhart  of  Stono. 
Ke.spectfnllv,  etc., 

8.  F.   Du  Pont, 

Commander  J.  B.  MATtriTAND, 

IL  *V.  X.  Jtfinr,H  Afiff(/\  Vharl4mif>n. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Ihi  Pmit^  IT*  S,  Mi/vy^  to  Cofmn^/nder  Bmikhead^ 
IL  S\  A^fn*i/,  emnwiftrifliiuf  TL  S,  S.  Itmhma,,  regardinij  h!tH'kad4> 
duty, 

FiJViisHir  Wabash. 
Pmi  Rf**jai  //arhor.  S\  f  V,  J/i/y  i.7,  ISSe. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proi-eed  with   the   IVrnhhiif  undei'  your  t^f^m- 
mand  off  Chsirleston  und  report  to  ConinninderMurchand  on  hojuxl  the 
U-  8.  S.  J*tituH  Adgtr^  senior  officer,  for  Itloekadin^'-duty. 
Re8pe<^tfullv»  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fhij-  Ojfr^er. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  »I .  l\  Bankhead, 

f  .  S.  S.  Pemhlna^  Port  Royal. 


Onlet*  of  Cotrnffand/T  MmThavd.  IL  S.  Navy^  to  (h/fmimid^r  M(dl(my^ 
ZL  S,  N^avy^  rofniniin4f}ii<j  I,  S,  S,  BifHriih'^  to j^vftrt't^d  t*f  httirlyide 
duty  tit  RattteJi-nake  JSh^jaL 

U.  8.  8.  Ja^trr  Adger, 
Of  t%frhsfon.  Jfay  /7,  186g. 

Sm:  Yon  will  in*  pleased  to  pro<'eed  imnn^diately  tu  the  lu  8.  S. 
KeyatiiiU'  Si*i(t\  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  tht^  Rattlesnake 
Shoal,  and  delivi*r  the  nccom|Kinyinir  *'<»ninmiu"eatioii  to  C<nnnninder 
Le  Roy, 

It  is  an  order  for  his  return  to  Port  Koyal.  ami  I  desire  that  you 
will  occupy  his  position  on  the  lilockade. 

Fossihfy  the  rtNfdi//ff  nmy  1^'  detained  one  ni^ht  oH'  Stc»iu)  Inlet, 
hence  3^ou  nmy  have  the  duties  of  two  steanir*r>  to  perform- 

I  w^ould  (hunk  yon  to  siiy  to  Ca^Jtain  Le  Hoy  that  I  particnkrly 
desire  that  he  wonld  show  hims*^lf  otf  Stonti  Inlet  on  his  way  to  Port 
Royal  as  early  in  the  morning  a.>  possihle,  as  a  reconnoissanee  of  that 
place  is  in  view. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  B.  Marcitand, 
fhmtfiander  and  Sfnlttr  t Officer, 
Commander  ,L  R.  M  MI'LLAnt, 

Chmmanding  l»  *S',  S,  B/'enm/if, 
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(krihr  of  thmmanfier  Marchmid^  TL  S»  Na^n/^  to  ('(nnmnnder  Parrot  , 
TJ^  S,  Nmyy^  fiithmiyituj  rmftracthmM  m  to  H4>c1mdhuj  i^meh, 

D-  S.  S,  James  Adger* 

Off  CharhMfmK  May  15,  JSOe. 
Sir:  To-morrow  morning  it  is  ray  intention  to  take  passage  in  the 
Pf-ifihhm  for  Stono  Inlet,  leaving  this  ship  here  to  furnish  the  ReMh^aa 
with  water. 

The  I'lmdiUa  \s  expected  early  in  the  morning  to  take  in  coal  from 
the  schooner.  Yon  will  please  to  order  hor  oif  Stono  immediately 
instead  of  taking  in  coal 

Instructions  will  Im*  given  by  me  to-morrow  morning  to  the  B^t  nrill* 
to  carry  orders  to  Cboimunder  Le  Roy  in  the  K^ysto/n  Sfatt'  to  proceed 
imnicdiately  to  Fort  Royal,  and  the  /:ii'tmr?(it'  to  t4ike  the  latter  s  place 
off  Deweos  Inlet  and  the  ea.st  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

Kvery  effort  will  he  made  for  the  return  of  the  f^vadllla  to  resume 
her  statirm  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal 
to-morrow  night,  and  it  is  parti cnlarly  desirous  that  the  ReMhss  should 
regain  her  station  otf  Bull  s  Bay  [)efore  night. 

If  possible,  I  woukl  wish  you  to  run  down  off  Stono  Inlet  as  early  in 
the  morning  as  ixissible  after  giving  the  above  instructions. 

Should  the  f  fiadd/a  not  have  thirty -six  hours' coal,  please  send  the 
Flamhati  in  her  stead,  I  ait  the  Uruidilhi  is  preferable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol^edient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Commander  trnd  Sr/nur  Officer* 
Commander  E.  G,  PARiiOTT, 

Coinmmidihq  ZZ  A  B,  A\t4^n^t<i. 


OfdtT  of  FJag-Offrei*  Du  Pont^  K  A'.  Navy,  to  Co^n  ma mler  Lanier^ 
U,  S,  jVovy^  atrnmandm^  U.  S,  S.  Ahhamn,  to  prof^e^d  to  ilorhuh 
didy  fff  C/itir/^ttot,  S.  (\ 

FiJiQsmr  Wabash, 

lUi  Royrd  Mn'hor,  S\  (l.  May  16,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  AMjfimff  under  your  com- 
tmmd  otf  (.•harleston  ana  report  for  blockading   duty  to   the   senior 
officer  in  charge. 

Res|Kctfullv.  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Ft^y'Op/^\ 
Commander  E.  Lanier, 

[T.  S.  K  Alalmim,  Prn^t  Royal. 

[Order  of  same  date  antl  like  ti?nor  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S. 
Navy*  commanding  L'.  S,  S.  //uron.\ 


L*4ter  from  the  Aetiny  Secretary  oft}i£  Nmy  t^y  Flng-  Officer  Dtt  Ptnit^ 
IK  *S.  Nhify,  tninjim!tt!)}(j  copy  of  reidy  of  the  Department  to  iScrtate 
ttflution  Vfmcerning  the  hhtckade  of  the  So  nth  Atlantic  eoajit. 

Navy  Department,  Jfay  17.  1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  (*opy  of  thi^  reply  of  tlie  Depaituient  to 
the  reaolution  of  the  Senate,  counnunicated  to  it  through  tne  chairman 


6  >^nrTH    ATLANTir    BLOCKjitDINO    f^QFADROK, 

I  ivt*oriiitiofid  a  ivconnoissanee  to  1>e  niudi*  hytwn  or  fno!*f*  jifinil>o!its, 
which  yoii  can  take  yourself  or  send  the  senior  gunboat  ofticcM*  in 
(*hurge. 

The  tide  (*ervf!*j  in  the  morning,  and  if  you  iind  matters  as  I  hnjie 
you  will,  then  T  desire  you  to  send  hackii  portion  of  the  fon*e  to  their 
stations  on  the  hloekjide,  foi'  the  moon  is  now  wnninjLC,  '^^^d  uttcnijits 
will  he  !*enewed  to  rnn  it. 

Jlun^n  will  join  ytni.  I  hope.  to-tnorn»w:  Ahthtttiut  the  nrxt  day,  and 
the  Ikiu'ff  in  three  days. 

Lieutenant  Cornmamlititf  Bankhead  hn^  st  recent  chart  of  Stono. 
Respect f u \h\  e tc . , 

S.   F.   I»u  Pont, 

Commander  J.  II,  MARciiANn, 

r,  S,  S.  Jafftfj<  Ad(jr}\  Chttrhston , 


fh'dei'  of  Fhuj'  fPjficer  Jhi  Pont^  V.  S\  ^\v/  c^,  t**  Cfmimandlfn'  litinjchead^ 
IL  S\  Art7*i/^  (Ymimmidint/  f\  S.  X.  Ir^ihtna^  regttrditHj  hltnlttdt 
duty, 

Fij^ofinir  Wabash, 
Pm^t  Royid  Tfiirhor.  S,  i  \ ,  M*nf  h'.  ISW. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proc'ced   with  the   Pemhitnf  under  your  t*om- 
mantl  olT  C'harleston  and  report  to  Commander  March  and  on  Jioard  the 
U.  S.  8.  JatiH'H  Adgei\  senioi"  officer,  for  lilockadiu^'' dnty. 
Respeetfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Oj^eef% 
Lieutenant  Comniandin^^  •!.  1\  Bankhkad, 

[\  X  X  PtrmhtfifU  P*rt  RoyaL 


Oni<er  of  Comvi<iitdt  r  Mtirvh^nd^  IL  S*  Nary ^  to  (hmff}midtr  Jlftf/hint/^ 

(L    S.   JViivt/^  rtnnmititduiij   f\   S*   S,  Bf*  ffrfllt\  f**  j*v**rttd  to  hhtrkt/d^' 

duty  (ft  RatfUmwke  S/if*{d. 

V,  S.  S.  Jamks  AixjER* 
Of  rharhston.  May  /;7,  1S6^. 

Sih:  Vou  will  U*  pleased  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  l^.  S.  S* 
KeyHt*mt'  Statr,  tc»  tlie  northward  and  eastward  of  th<^  liattle^nake 
Shoal,  and  deliver  the  acc^ompanyin^  cutmnunication  to  Conunander 
Le  Roy* 

It  is  an  order  for  his  return  to  Port  RoyaU  and  1  desire  tliat  you 
will  occupy  his  ijosition  on  the  f blockade. 

Possihly  the  rnadUhj  may  he  detaine<l  one  night  otf  Stonu  Itdet, 
henee  3^111  nmy  have  the  duties  of  two  steanjersto  pei-fonn, 

I  would  thank  you  to  S4iy  to  I'aptain  Le  Hov  that  I  partii-ularly 
desire  that  he  would  show  himself  otf  Stono  Inlet  on  his  way  to  Port 
Royal  as  early  in  the  morning  as  |X>ssible,  a,s  a  recomioissance  of  that 
place  is  in  vi«w. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.   MARCfrAND, 

(^ttmm(ind4*r  and  Sffuar  (ifficer* 
Commander  J.  R.  M*  Mtjllany, 

Commandmg  U*  S,  S,  Biefimli^, 


I 
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of  VfrntniHtHier  Marchand^  U,  S,  Nmyy^  t4j  VomnNtnd>er  Parmt  , 
(f^  jS,  iVa/iff/^  emhodylng  inMructums  m  to  hloekmUnff  7remfh. 

U.  S.  S.  Jame8  Adger, 
Of  CJiarhufon^  3ffff/  15,  1862. 

SiRi  To-morrow  morning  it  is  mv  intention  to  take  paH8age  in  thf* 
l^Hihiffit  for  Stono  Inlet,  leaving  this  ship  here  to  furnish  the  RpMthm 
ith  wrtter. 

le  UnadiUu  m  expected  early  in  the  morning  to  take  in  coal  from 
IG  schooner.     You  will  please  to  order  her  off  Stono  iinmediiitely 
insteiul  of  talking  in  coal, 

InstT^uctions  will  Im^  given  by  nio  to-morrow  morning  to  the  BfenvUl* 
to  ciirrv  orders  to  Commander  Le  Roy  in  the  KeyMtonf^  State  to  proceed 
inimcd lately  to  Port  Royal,  and  the  lilenvUle  to  take  the  latter  s  place 
otr  Dewees  Inlet  and  the  east  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal, 

Every  effort  will  he  made  for  the  return  of  the  UnadiUa  to  resume 
her  station  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  liattlesnake  Shoal 
to-morrow  night,  and  it  is  imrtieularly  desirous  that  the  ReMflem  should 
regain  her  station  otf  Bull  s  Bay  before  night. 

If  possilile,  I  would  wish  you  to  run  down  off  Stono  Inlet  as  early  in 
thcninrning  as  possible  after  givint^  the  Hlwjve  instrneti<His, 

Should  the  f  naddtii  not  have  thirty -six  hours' coal,  please  send  the 
Flmnhfdu  in  lier  stead,  Init  the  I'naddJa  is  preferable, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,   R   Ma Rt  HAND, 

Commander  and  Se7if*v  Officer. 
Commander  E.  G.  ParrotTj 

Cmnmnnding  U.  S.  S,  A'^guetn. 


fhrd^r  of  Flag-Ojficer  Iht  Piml^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Commm^d'er  Zanier, 
[T,  S,  y^ftvy^  rfffttniondhitj  LL  S»  S,  AftdHima^  to  jiriX'^'eil  to  hhtchid'e 
duty  uf  Vharleaton^  S\  ( '. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
lU't  Uoyal  Tlar^^,  S,  C,  May  J6\  180^, 
Sir:  You  will  pleas*^  proceed  with  the  Alahaimi  under  your  eom- 
namd  off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading   duty  to   the    senior 
oflircr  in  i'hargr. 

Respf'ctfullv,  etc.,  S*  F,  Du  PoNT, 

Fhy-Offif^ei^ 
Commanih'r  K.  Lanief^, 

U,  S,  S\  Alohama,  Port  Royal 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commiinding  T.  S.  S.  /It/mn.] 


Lf'tUr  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Mivy  to  Jflag-Oficef  Iht  Prmt^ 

l\  *S,  JViftyy^  tran^toittinff  copy  of  reply  of  the  Depart  rtu*tit  to  Sefurte 
^r^sfJnt/fOi  tfttirtr/ihuf  tlu  hhu'kaae  of  the  So^tth  Atlantic  coa^t. 


Navy  Depabtmrnt,  May  17^  186^, 
Jih:  1  transmit  iicrewitb  a  copy  of  the  n^ply  of  the  Department  to 
resolutiou  of  the  StMiali\  comnumi4"ated  to  it  through  the  chairman 
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of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  making  enquiry  concerning  the 
blockade  of  the  southern  Atlantic  coast,  particularly  the  port  of 
Charleston. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  May  9^  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  3d  ultimo,  transmitting  the  following  resolution,  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee: 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire  be  instructed  to  enquire  whether 
there  has  been  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  our  naval  ofBcere  charged  with  blockade  of 
the  southern  Atlantic  coast,  and  particularly  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  and  whether 
there  be  any  foundation  in  truth  for  the  statement  made  by  the  British  consul  to  his 
Government  that  armed  troopships  of  the  Confederate  States,  carrying  munitions  of 
war,  have  been  allowed  to  go  in  and  out  of  Charleston  and  no  attempt  made  to  stop 
them,  and  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papera. 

You  re<][uest  me  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to  communicate  all  the 
facts  withm  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  relative  to  the  matter 
enquired  of  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  also  that  I  would,  as  early 
as  practicable,  obtain  from  the  naval  officers  stationed  near  Charleston 
ana  charged  with  the  blockade  of  that  port,  a  full  and  explicit  state- 
ment touching  the  same  subject  of  enquiry. 

The  special  dutv  of  enforcing  the  blockade  of  the  southern  Atlantic 
coast,  including  the  port  of  Charleston,  is  committed  to  Flag-Officer 
Samuel  F.  Du  ront.  On  the  flag-officers,  respectively,  as  the  commit- 
tee are  aware,  devolves  the  duty  of  stationing  and  relieving  vessels 
before  the  ports  blockaded.  They  also  direct  the  movements  of 
cinisers  attached  to  the  squadrons  which  guard  the  coast,  and  they 
likewise  command  and  issue  orders  in  relation  to  such  expedition^  as 
may  be  set  on  foot  by  the  Navy  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
Army,  for  capturing  and  holding  any  place  or  territory  situated  upon 
navigable  waters. 

In  all  these  various  and  arduous  duties,  commencing  with  the  seiz- 
ure of  Port  Royal,  when  he  first  entered  upon  his  present  responsible 
service,  Flag-dfficer  Du  Pont,  and  the  officei's  ana  men  constituting 
his  command,  have  acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  eminently  satis- 
factory to  this  Department,  and  I  tiiist  equally  so  to  the  Senate  and 
the  country.  That  there  have  been  instances  when  the  blockade  has 
been  evaded  can  not  be  questioned,  and  my  surorise  is  that,  under  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  the  service,  tne  extended  and  double 
coast  that  had  to  be  guarded,  the  necessities  of  the  people,  the  induce- 
ment of  high  prices  to  adventurous  parties,  and  the  contrivances  and 
assistance  renaered  by  ceilain  foreign  agents,  that  the  violations  have 
not  been  vastly  more  numerous. 

Besides  strictl}'  enforcing  the  blockade,  the  Southern  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron, assisted  in  some  instances  by  the  Army,  has  captured  and  taken 
possession  of  the  entire  coast  JFrom  liay  Point  to  St.  Augustine, 
embracing  the  whole  seaboard  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  no  inconsid- 
emble  portion  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  ea^stern  shore  of  the  Florida 
peninsula.     As  soon  as  the  important  |X)ints  on  this  extended  coitst 
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csan  be  guarded  liy  the  Army,  and  our  naval  foriM^^  tu  that  extent 
relievod,  a  larger  nniidier  of  vf*ssel«  am  In*  font-cntnitfd  before 
Charirston  and  other  difficult  points  which  are  .still  held  liy  t!ie  rebels. 

Then*  have  been  oeoasions  when  the  extraordinary  ilemarfds  upon  the 
squadron  in  some  of  its  important  expeditions  have  eonipelled  tlie  fla^- 
otiieer  to  detach  for  a  brief  period  some  portion  of  the  fori-e  stationed 
before  Charleston,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  us  to  render  the  blockade 
inetheient.  The  labors  of  FIa*,f-OlKeer  Du  Font,  and  his  entire  com- 
mand, have  been  incessant,  exhibiting  an  energy,  vigilance,  and  power 
unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare.  I  sliould  extremely  regret 
if  the  misstatements  of  a  f>artisan  agent  of  a  foreign  Govenm»ent,  him- 
self sympathizi ntr  with  the  rebels,  were  to  cast  a  shadow  over  the  just 
fame  of  those  gallant  officers  in  the  American  Senate,  or  lessen  it  in  the 
Btimation  of  their  countrymen. 

It  is  due  to  the  distinguished  tlag-«>fBcer,  whose  brilliant  achievements 
and  great  services  have  won  for  hifu  a  reputation  that  has  made  his 
name  the  property  of  his  country,  t!iat  his  aets  should  not  be  defamed 
or  misunderstood.  When  the  ditheulties  which  he  has  lieen  compelled 
to  encounter  are  considered,  the  ^alue  of  his  services  can  scarcely  be 
overestimated. 

1  have  adverted  to  occasions  when  he  has  l»een  compelled  to  concen- 
trate his  whole  available  force  at  particular  p<jints,  to  consummate  suc- 
cessfully inijHjrtant  expeditions,  and  there  nave  been  times  when  the 
Department,  under  imperious  necessity,  has  detached  vessels  from  the 
South  Atlantic*  and  other  squadrons,  to  carry  forward  to  completion 
movements  elsewhere.  In  the  recent  emergency,  it  becajue  necessary 
to  reinforce  the  Hec^t  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
Western  Gulf  Squadron,  so  as  to  make  certain  of  the  capture  of  New 
Orleans,  and  give  us  possession  of  the  Ijower  Mississippi,  the  very  best 
material  of  the  Navy  which  could  l>e  spared  from  either  stpiadrfui,  the 
South  Atlantic  as  well  as  others,  was  ordered  to  Flag-Otiicer  Farmgut-s 
couunaiid.  These  movement*!  were  made  neces.sary  by  great  (exigencies 
and  tnust,  unavoidably,  have  weakened  in  some  degree  the  squadrons 
from  which  the  vessels  have  been  detached.  That  the  blockade  con- 
tinued to  be  etiective,  is  demonstrated  iiy  constantly  enhancing  prices. 
These  facts  are  better  evidences  to  my  mind  of  the  efficiencv  of  the 
blockade  and  of  the  energy  and  fidelity  of  our  officers  than  tlio  testi- 
mony of  the  British  consul  at  Charleston  to  the  contniry, 

I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  of  Flag-Ofticcr  Du  Pont  in 
answer  to  a  communicatitin  aildressed  iu  hiju  enclosing  the  resolution 
which  the  4Scnate  referred  to  the  Naval  Conuuittee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon,  John  P.  Hale, 

Vluunttiin  (omvutte^  mt  Nmm.1  Affair  it  ^  United  StateM  Senate, 

♦See  Series  1,  vol.  12,  p.  771. 
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Ordrr  of  Flag- Officer  Ihi  Pmxt^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Li^itenant  Clary ^ 
U,  S,  Nary^  commanding  TL  S.  S.  Dawn^  to  proceed  to  St,  Simon  h 
Sounds  Georgia, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  Ilarhoi*,  S.  C,  May  17,  1S6'2. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  as  soon  as  read}^  for  sea,  with  tlie  Daimi 
under  3'our  command  to  St.  Simon's  Sound  and  report  for  duty  to  Com- 
mander S.  W.  Godon,  of  the  Mohican,  senior  officer. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

F1<tg- Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  G.  Clary, 

U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  P(yrt  Royal, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  IF.  S.  Navy,  to  Actm€  YdlMnteer  Li^u- 
tenant  Eytinge,  U,  S.  Navy,  catnmandhig  U,  S.  ship  Sh^herd 
Knajpp,  Uj  proceed  to  hlockade  d^ty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pryrt  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  May  17,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  armed  ship  Sh^pfterd 
Knapp  under  your  command  off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading^ 
duty  to  the  senior  officer  present. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flng- Officer, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  St.  C.  Eytinge, 

Comdg.  U.  S,  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  Port  Royal,  S,  C, 


Lette7\from  Flag-OMcer  Du  Pont,  IL  S.  Navy,  to  Naval  Comtructor 
Lenthatl,  U,  S,  Navy,  rexjardiny  the  yacht  America, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pm^t  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  May  17,  1862, 
Sir:  I  had  written  to  ask  the  Department  to  express  some  wish  as 
to  the  disposition  of  the  yacht  Afnerica,  but  not  having  a  reply,  I  find 
I  can  make  her  very  useful  here  as  a  blockading  vessel. 

Ma}^  I  ask  the  Bureau  to  allow  her  a  suit  of  sails,  and  enclose  a  draft 
of  the  same;  also  the  card  of  the  sailmakerwho  mjwle  her  original  set, 
though  I  presume  they  can  be  made  in  the  3'^ards  quite  as  well. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer, 
J.  Lenthall,  Esq. 


Oi^aej'  of  Fl<io- Officer  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  William' 
»07i,  U,  S,  Jyavy,  commanding  U.  S,  S,  Penguin,  to  proceed  with  that 
vesael  to  Neir  Y(yi*k, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pmi  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  May  17,  1862, 
Sir:  The  term  of  service  of  the  crew  of  the  Penguin  expiring  this 
onth  and  in  »Funo,  you  will  pn»p}in»  for  sea  and  leave  as  soon  as  you 
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nre  rondy  juid  prcM^eed  to  Now  York  find  ro|K>it  yfuir  Hrri\'Hl  t(*  Flag- 
Ortii-er  [*ti II Id  11154-,  roiuiiinndant  of  tht!  luivy  yard,  and  to  {[w  Stun^tary 
of  the  Nuvy  thnmo^li  liink 

You  will  receive  from  th*^  Vf^rmont  such  invalids  and  othi^'s  a«  may 
be  directed  to  go  on  ht>ai'd  the  i\mifuin  foi"  passa^fe  north. 

On  your  way  you  will  please  to  call  in  at  8t,  Helena  Sound  and 
eonniRirdeate  with  Lieutenant  C'oniniandia^^  Truxtiin  and  receive  from 
the  Ihfh  surli  men  whose  terms  of  serviee  expire  in  May  and  in  the 
tirst  days  uf  June. 

Yon  will  tninsfer  in  exchange  all  such  men  on  board  the  Peitguin 
whose  terms  of  service  extend  beyond  the  period  above  mentioned, 
May  and  June. 

\  ou  will  also  transship  to  the  lMl*s  all  the  provisions  and  stores  not 
required  for  the  Peiifjuin,  retaining  a  sufficient  quantity,  at  your  dis- 
cretion, for  a  reasonable  passaj^e  home. 

With  the  expression  of  my  satisfac/tion  at  the  faithful  manner  in 
which  you  have  performed  ^^our  duties  during  the  brief  period  that 
you  hav«»  been  under  my  command,  and  wishing  you  a  pleasant  pa.smge 
lionie. 

I  am.  re^^pectfully,  etc., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Lieut^^nant  Commanding  WnjJAMSON, 

U,  S'.  S.  Pen4juht^  PttH  liot/fiL 


Ord^  of  FUg-O^ctr  Dit  Pont,  U,  S,  Nmn/,  to  Aetiniji  Mmtet'  Roehf^eU^ 
tHmifttftjidlng  P'  *^'.  K^'fif^otirr  llope^foprvcet'dfoJ^erHmiflina,  FUi. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pmi  Royal  IIfirJm\  S.  C,  May  /7,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  please  pnx^eed  with  the  Hope  under  your  command  to 
Fernandina  and  report  to  Commander  Drayton,  touching,  htjwever,  on 
your  way  at  Wassaw  and  St.  Simon's,  delivering  at  each  uf  these  places* 
the  mails. 

Re8|>ectfully,  etc.» 

S»  F.  I>u  Pont, 

Pht4j-  (J0€er, 
Acting  Master  Conuuanding  Rockwell, 

LL  S.  Schomupf  Jlope^  Ihrt  Rotjal. 


<ytder  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of^  tfte  Navy  to  Acting  Master'  Mbses^ 
U,  iSl  Nm^j^  comrnanding  if.  S.  hark  Fernandina^  to  proceed  t^ 
hlochide  duty. 

Navy  Department,  May  17^  1S62. 
Sir:  When  the  U.  S.  bark  Frrmindirto  is  in  all  I'esi^ets  ready  for 

i*ea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  praitirable  dispatch  to  Port  Koyal,  S.  C, 

and  report  to  Fhit,^ -Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  Soutli  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron. 
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Before  sailinrjf  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  oflScers  of  the  Femandina, 
I  am,  -respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Setretary. 
Actinj^f  Master  Edward  Moses,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C(yinmandmg  TL  S.  Bark  Femanaina^  Baltimnre, 


Letter  from  Ftag-Offi'Cer  Dii  Pont^  IL  S.  Namj^  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham^  U.  S,  Artny^  regarding  intercourse  with  army  transports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pirrt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  17,  1862. 

General:  1  received  last  evening  a  communication  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind,  with  enclosures,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
submitted. 

A  misunderstanding  somewhat  similar  occurred  a  short  time  since  in 
St.  Helena  Sound  between  another  transport  and  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Truxtun,  of  the  DaJ^,  in  reference  to  which  I  wrote  to  Major- 
GeneralHunter. 

It  is  my  purpose  now  to  issue  an  order  that  the  ships  of  my  squadron 
shall  in  future  avoid  all  intercourse  with  the  army  transports.  I  pre- 
fer infinitely  giving  up  all  issues  on  the  questions  involved,  consider- 
ing it  of  much  less  moment  for  a  vessel  to  run  by  and  land  arms  for 
the  rebels  than  that  the  harmony  existing  between  the  two  services 
should  be  disturbed  in  the  slightest  degi'ee. 

As  intimated  in  my  communication  to  Major-General  Hunter,  in  war 
times  small  men-of-war  on  detac^hed  service  may  be  considered  pickets 
on  the  water,  and  as  Government  transports  are  frequently  dependent 
upon  them  for  assistance  in  case  of  accident  and  for  protection  in  case 
of  danger,  their  officei*s  should  be  treated  with  ordinary  courtesy  when- 
ever they  hi^ppen  to  board  them.  The  captains  of  these  transport 
steamers  are  much  more  sensitive  than  I  am,  for  I  am  stopped  by  your 
pickets  with  my  flag  and  ensign  fl}- ing  in  my  boat  and  made  to  show  a 
pass,  though  I  have  been  six  months  nere;  and  this  I  deem  right. 

But,  as  I  said  above,  no  transport  shall  be  boarded  by  any  vessel  of 
this  squadron,  if  she  is  known  to  be  such,  and  the  order  will  be  impei-a- 
tive,  whether  before  or  after  anchoring. 

Yet,  general,  I  can  not  pass  over  the  gi-atuitous  insult,  not  to  the 
boarding  officer  for  any  offense  of  his  if  he  committed  one,  but  to  the 
Navy  generally  and  this  squadron  in  particular,  from  myself  down, 
offered  by  the  captain  of  the  Delatoare.  General  Wright  very  prop- 
erly ordered  him  under  arrest,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  satisfaction  of 
hearing  that  he  has  been  discharged  from  the  Government  service. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  my  officers  have  had  to  complain  of  such 
conduct. 

The  master  of  the  Mayflower  grossly  insulted  Commander  Steedman, 
of  the  Bienville,  beforeyou  assumed  the  command.  A  report  was  made 
to  Brigadier-General  ISherman  and  to  Captain  Saxton,  chief  quarter- 
master, but  the  man  was  in  no  manner  reprehended. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer, 

Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Conidg.  N<Yrthen\  District,  Dept,  ofth^  South, 

lieiulquartei's  Hilton  Head,  S,  C, 
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Gmjeml^  order  of  Flmj-  (^ffieiT  Du  PimU  IL  S,  Nav^,  regardmg  the 

hfjardmg  of  anfiy  tran^MyrU, 


General  Orders,  | 

No.  12.  ( 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  JIarUr,  May  17,  1862, 
Hereafter  no  army  transport  nhall  be  l>oarded  by  the  vehseb  of  this 
squadron  on  any  of  the  bloekHdin^  .stations,  where  she  is  known  to  be 
8iich,  either  }>efore  or  after  anehoring, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Officer^  Cmnmandmg  South  Atiantie  Bloehiding  Squadrmi, 


Report  of  Cmnmander  Marchamd^  fZ  S,  Navy^  omnnmnding  U.  S,  S, 

Jamm  Adgtjr^  propomig  a  method  of  attack  mi  the  deferiaeit  of  Charles- 

ton^  S,  C 

U.  S.  S.  JA3fEs  Adoeh, 
Of  Charleston,  May  L%  1862. 

Sir:  In  a  cnnverjsation  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you  this  morn- 
ing, it  in  poHsil>le  that  I  had  not  ronye\  ed  my  ideas  with  reo-ard  to  the 
reduetioTi  of  ('harlestoii  so  as  to  be  understood,  henre  1  vvilf  repeat: 

I  deem  that  Fort  Johnson  is  the  key  of  Charleston.  An  army  move* 
ment  toward  tlnit  plaee,  either  across  Stono  River  or  from  Stono  Inlet, 
will  aeeoiiiplish  its  red  net  ion* 

A  slight  demonstration  by  the  army  from  the  eastward,  either  by 
Dowees  or  Price's  inlets,  movin^^  toward  Mount  Pleasant,  would  hold 
in  eherk  the  forees  at  Fort  Moultrie  and  on  SuUivan's  Island. 

Should  Fort  Johnson  be  taken,  the  ol>struetions  in  the  harbor  would 
prevPTit  eonmiunif/ation  by  water  between  Charleston  and  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie  and  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  and  Morris  islands. 

Having  at  pr(»sent.  with  the  naval  forees  under  my  charge,  the  vir- 
tual possession  of  Stono  Inlet,  from  which  a  forward  movement  of  the 
army  toward  Fort  tlohuson  ean  at  any  unjment  be  made,  I  have  daily 
hopes  of  tretting  some  of  the  gunboats  across  the  bar  into  Stooo  Inlet. 
Should  that  be  unsuceessfub  the  light  draft  steatuers  yon  promised 
will  enable  me  to  remove  the  obstrnrlions  in  the  Stono  River  a  suffi- 
eient  distance  beyond  the  nnirshy  ground  to  iiei'mit  the  arniv  to  cross 
that  river  from  North  Edisto,  and  possibly,  by  an  interior  eommuni- 
eation  pointed  out  to-day  by  Mr.  Boutelle  front  Stono  Inlet,  another 
detachment  of  the  army  nmy  be  landed  on  hard  ground  between  the 
Stono  River  (where  it  is  surmised  the  main  body  of  the  army  wUl  cross 
that  naiTow  stream)  and  Fort  Johnson. 

To  disemlnirk  detiichuients  of  the  army  either  at  Dewees  or  Prieels 
itiletn  or  at  Bull  s  Bay,  to  make  a  demonstration  against  Fort  Monltrie 
or  control  Sulbvan's  Island,  the  means  are  not  within  my  power,  having 
neither  light-draft  vessels  launches  with  guns  to  protect  the  debarka- 
tion, nor  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  water  communication  from  the 
sea  through  the  marshes  to  lirm  ground. 

From  all  inf<u'niation  received,  1  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
the  enemy  expects  an  attack  upon  Charleston  by  the  naval  forces  and 
have  removed  many  of  the  iidand  defenses  with  that  view,  particularly 
constructing  and  arming  with  the  removed  guns  a  formidable  defensive 
fort  on  the  middle  ground  in  the  harbor,  and  building  a  strong  battery 
near  Cuniming's  Point,  o?j  Morris  Island,  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
men-of-war  through  the  main  Ship  Channel  or  by  Maffitt's  Channel. 
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There  would  \m  no  difficulty  in  .silem  iii^  the  Imtterioi*  od  SulHvauV 
^Island  by  the  naval  iovcv  nuvv  under  my  rmirge,  but  with  our  wooden 
vessels  atteDiptiug  to  pas.s  tbo  raking  tire^^i  for  niile-s  of  the  hatt^^ry  on 
Cumuiinj^'s  Point,  Fort«  Muni  trie,  Sumter,  Johnstjn,  and  the  new  one 
on  the  middle  grouml,  each  of  whirh  would  ha\'e  tu  Ur  (ms^^ed  within  a 
few  hundred  yard^^,  might  be  utterlv  deMtrueihe  and  niurtifyingto  us. 
Permit  me  again  t-«j  repeat  that  l^ort  Johnson  is  the  key  of  Charles- 
ton and  it.s  defenses*  at  the  pre.'sent  time, 

I  am^  Kir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant. 

d.  B.  Marchand, 
Vmnm4tnder  and  Senior  (Officer* 
Flag  Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cbmfumiding  Smith  Atlmdia  ^ioekadtmj  Squadran* 

W  ■         — - 

I  Letter  front  Chmnumder  Rfxlgers^  U,  S.  Aavfj^^  fff  FHfj- O^cer  l>u P<mt^ 
L  U~  S,  If^fwt/^  regarding  the  request  af  Brhjadier-Gtynernl  Benham^ 
I         U.  S.  Army^  for  guntx^afs, 

I     W 


U.  S.  8,  Wahash. 
Pf*rt  Boi/aL  Hat/  JO.  \J8Wl 

My  Deah  Sir:  Everything  i??  going  on  well  herr.  Baldwin  seeui.s 
?*crupidously  anxious  to  learn  your  wishes  and  to  execute  them 
promptly.  The  Ihnry  Andre7v  ha^^  arrived  smd  is  now  getting  in 
coal8  and  provisions,  and  patching  her  boiler.  I  have  just  received  a 
note  from  Baldwin,  saying  that '' General  Bcnham  wants  two  gun- 
boats near  Jones  Island  and  Wassaw.  Du  ytni  think  it  would  t)e 
advisalite  to  send  the  iMtrn  anil  Andrrw  there  in  I'ompliance  with  the 
request  r' 

I  have  replied  that  unless  some  emergency  has  occurred  at  \Va.s8aw 
since  the  flag-officer  left  here,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  the  ca»e,  I 
ishould  not  divert  the  Ihtwn  from  the  station  to  which  she  has  l)een 
assigned^  for.  if  (iern^nd  Benhum  was  anxious  for  any  cooperation  at 
Wassaw,  he  should  have  consulted  you  in  good  season.  As  to  the 
Andnit\  I  suggested  that  if  she  w^as  wanted  temporarily  to  protect 
the  removal  of  the  guns  from  Venus  Point,  it  might  be  well  to  send 
her,  but  that  if  the  general  wished  a  gunboat  stationed  near  a  point 
which  the  army  was  about  tu  almndon  on  account  of  its  un healthiness, 
it  would  be  w  ise  to  refuse. 

Finally,  if  Gen4U'al  Ben  ham  had  ativ  plan  to  execute,  in  which  ho 
wished  for  naval  coopemtion,  you  would  he  found  either  at  St.  Simon's 
or  Fernandina,  and  that  he  eotdd  seek  for  yon  at  those  places.  I  have 
not  been  at  Hilton  Head  since  you  left,  but  I  perceive  that  troops  and 
supplies  are  being  moved  to  Edisto,  where  they  are  landed  at  night,  I 
am  told.  T  sent  an  officer  yesterday  to  say  to  the  genemi  that  upon 
receiving  his  rcipiest  for  a  gnnboat  to  go  to  fFones  Island,  on  Saturday 
night,  you  had  directed  the  Wtderu  World  to  go  if  her  engine  was  in 
working  order,  but  that  it  w^as  found  impossinle  to  get  her  off,  and 
there  was  no  available  vessel  in  port.  Ren  ham  UAA  Mr.  Pearson  that 
he  was  very  son-y  that  you  hacf  gone,  as  he  had  a  plan  to  lay  before 
you,  and  said  something  about  aiy  going  on  shore  to*day  to  meet  him 
in  relation  to  it.  This  of  course,  1  have  carefully  avoided  doing,  nor 
shall  I  meet  him  if  I  can  help  it  during  youi"  absence. 

He  asked  Mr.  Pearson  woat  transportation  for  troops  we  could 
furnish.     *     *     ^ 


k 
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Tho  EIUh  expects  U>  come  uti^  tho  beach  to-night  and  take  in  her 
anijiinient  mid  cohIh  to-morrow.  The  Rdi*yf  b  unloading-  into  the 
Viihhirtim>^  .slowly  but  sleiidily.     *     *     * 

Tne  WeHtern  War/t/  arjd  Henry  Audr*^  will  be  ready  iti  two  or 
three  days.  The  [httm  is  ready  to  ni^ht.  The  llnndfini^H  brought 
me  notes  from  Drayton  and  Annni^n,  Imt  they  eontain  no  iniix>rtant 
news.  Ainmen  seem;*  full  of  energy  .  and  evidently  ha,s  the  St.  John\s 
River  in  good  order.  We  have  had  no  arrival  since  you  left.  The 
fJtuental  is  expeeted  liourly  with  (jreneral  Sax  ton  and  a  cargo  of  red 
breeches.     I  feel  veiT  lonely  here  since  your  departure,     *     *     » 

I  remain,  my  dear  eoniiuodore,  with  great  respect,  most  faithfully 
yours. 

C.    K.    1*.    KoiXiKK^. 

Flag-Otiicer  Di   Pont. 

OperatUms  in  Siono  Riwf\  May  ^0--^'2,  1862. 
Beport  of  Commandei  Marohand,  0.  8.  Navy,  commandiEg  U.  8.  S,  Unadillai 

U.  S*  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Stmu^  River.  May  20,  fH6^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  btmt,  with  the  Ptrnt- 
hlna  and  Ottawa,  .safely  ero,s8ed  the  bar,  entered  Stono  River,  and  are 
at  anchor  imtil  the  tide  changcf?,  1  mile  l>elow  Legart'ville.  On  our 
approach  the  enemy  destJ'oyed  the  large  barrack.s  by  fire  at  the  battery 
on  the  opuosite  side  of  the  ri\'er,  showing  that  the  battery  or  fort  is 
abandon eu. 

Half  a  mile  above  u^  piles  have  l>een  driven  across  the  river,  which, 
when  the  tide  changeri  to  ebb,  wc  will  t*ndeavor  to  draw\ 
Most  truly,  your  obedient  sei-i^ant, 

J.  B.  Makchand, 

Cmnm/tnd^r, 
Flag-Oifieer  8.  R  Dl  Pont, 

Cmmfi4indt7uj  SmUh  Atlantic  Mlockadin^  Squddn/n, 


6p«rt  of  Commander  Marchand,  IT,  8.  Kavy,  commending  tke  gaHantry  of  certain  ofRoeri 
of  the  T7.  S.  Coaat-Snrvey  steamer  Bibb^  in  capturing  a  Confederate  picket  guard. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adoise, 

Stono  River,  May  2U  1S62. 
Sir:  In  the  eommuni*mtion  I  had  the  honor  to  jtddress  you  thin  da? 
it  was  mentioned  that  "2  officers  of  the  U.  S.  surveying  steamer  Hf^p^ 
with  a  Ixiafs  crew  of  .'>  men,  captured  tt  soldiers  of  the  Tw^enty -fourth 
South  (Carolina  Rej^iment,  who  were  on  picket  guard  at  the  old  fort 
opposite  Legareville, 

The  names  of  the  otficer'^  were  Messrs.  [C,  H,J  Hoyd  and  [J,  S,] 
Bradford,  and  [they]  denerve  much  credit  for  their  gallantry  and 
firmness. 

I  am,  sii',  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
CoTrmmndifr  and  Senu/r  (^j^cer. 
Fkg-Officer  S.  R  Du  Pont, 

Cammanding  South  Atluntu:  Blovkadin^  Sfuadnm^  H^ri  Rt/yai* 

I 
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B«port  of  AMiitant  Bontelle,  V.  8.  Coaat  Surrey,  of  his  inipeetioiu  and  nuToyB  of  Stono 
Inlet,  South  Carolina,  and  the  eaptnre  of  priionen. 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  May  ^,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  verbal 
orders  of  the  17th  instant,  I  left  here  on  Monday  morning.  May  19,  at 
2  a.  m.,  and  took  the  mail  to  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston. 
After  delivering  it  we  went  to  Stono  Inlet,  and  at  low  water  on  Mon- 
day evening  and  Tuesday  morning  found  and  marked  the  channel.  It 
is  somewhat  south  of  its  former  position  and  has  now  7i  feet  at  mean 
low  water.  The  channel  is  narrow,  but  perfectly  straight  over  the 
shoal  water.  At  11  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  the  gunboats"^  UruuuUa,  Ottawa^ 
and  Pemhma  went  in  safely,  having  no  cast  less  than  11  feet,  about 
two  hours  before  high  water;  I  piloted  the  UnadiUa  myself.  Mr. 
Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  second  officer  of  this  vessel,  took  in  the 
Oitmoa.  and  Captain  Bankhead  took  in  his  own  vessel. 

The  torts  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  offering  no  resistance,  we  went 
up  the  Stono  to  the  junctions  of  Stono  and  Eiawah  rivers  and  anchored 
to  await  the  arrival  of  Captain  Marchand.  In  the  afternoon  we  went 
up  the  river  as  far  as  the  barricade  opposite  Legar^ville,  where  we 
found  a  passage  50  feet  wide  and  4i  fathoms  deep.  After  Captain 
Marchana  had  inspected  the  barricade  and  the  redoubt  at  Old  Battery 
Island,  which  the  rebels  abandoned  as  we  approached,  he  returned 
with  the  Unadilh  and  Ottawa  to  the  mouth  of  Kiawah  River,  and  I 
went  back  to  the  Bibb^  anchored  outside  the  bar.  The  buoy  schooner 
had  put  down  two  buoys  and  I  left  her  anchored  in  the  river — to  com- 
plete the  buoying  next  day. 

Wednesday  morning  I  sent  in  the  second  cutter,  manned  by  contra- 
bands and  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Bradford  and  Boyd,  to  complete  the 
sounding  necessary  to  buoy  the  entire  channel  and  to  survey  the  works 
abandoned  by  the  rebels  on  the  day  before.  I  accompanied  them  in 
my  gig:  and  superintended  placing  the  buovs,  after  wnich  I  sent  the 
surveying  party  to  the  upper  redoubt  at  Old  Battery  Island  and  went 
on  board  tne  tjnadUla  to  report  to  Captain  Marcliand.  He  desired 
me  to  take  the  vessel  up  the  river,  above  the  barricade,  for  a  recon- 
noissance.  We  passed  through  the  opening  in  the  barricade  without 
difficulty,  and  seeing  that  the  surveying  officers  had  no  boat  from  the 
gunboats  supporting  them,  I  sent  my  gig  in  with  the  crew  armed.  It 
was  fortunate  that  1  did  so,  for  just  as  they  arrived  the  officers  dis- 
covered a  picket,  consisting  of  a  sergeant,  corporal,  and  6  men  con- 
cealed in  tne  bushes  and  magazine  or  the  fort.  They  succeeded  in 
capturing  6  prisoners  and  brought  them  off  to  the  UnadiUa,  with  their 
arms.  The  officers  were  taken  entirely  by  surprise,  as  the  work  was 
supposed  to  be  entirely  abandoned.  They  acted  with  coolness  and 
courage  and  were  well  supported  by  the  men.  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Bradford's  report  to  me,  and  a  list  of  the  prisoners  who  have  been 
transferred  to  the  WahauL 

After  going  as  far  up  the  river  as  Captain  Marchand  desired,  I 
brought  the  UnfidiWi  down  the  river  to  the  works  upon  Cole's  Island 
and  returned  to  the  Il'M  outside.     This  morning,  after  receiving  Cap- 
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tain  Marehancl\s  disnatclief^  for  you,  J  camo  liere.  cominunkuitinif  with 
Geneml  Wright  at  Edisto  as  we  passed  that  place. 
Yours,  respectfuilw 

Chab.  O,  Boutkllk, 
Ami^^tunt,  Cormt  Surmy^  Canhd<j^  Surmying  Steamer  BINk 

Fl^-Offioer  a  F.  Di;  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmmiding  South  Atiuniic  Blockadm4/  Sqitadron. 


Etpoit  of  SQb&MiitAiii  Bradford,  IT,  S,  Coaat  8imr»y. 

U.  S*  S.  Bibb, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C\,  May  m,  IHG^, 

8tr:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yeMerday,  whilo  on 
shore  at  Old  Fort  [Old  Battery],  Stono  Kiver,  in  roinpany  witli  Mr. 
Boyd,  a  quartermtister,  and  5  men  of  the  gig's  erew,  f>e.sides  my 
recorder,  we  discovered  a  rebel  soldier  armed  and  skulking  in  the 
butfhos  near  us.  Mr.  Boyd,  who  first  discovered  hinu  sununoncd  him 
to  surrender,  which  he  did.  He  then  told  ns  that  more  men  were  in 
the  magazine,  about  10  feet  from  ns,  and  iit  the  same  time  we  discov- 
ered men  near  us  in  the  hushes,  and  c^avalrv  were  M^en  ci^mitig  tlown* 
With  Mr.  Boyd*rt  aid  I  called  u[>  my  5  men,  having  at  this  time  none 
but  the  recorder  and  quiirtermaster  with  me,  and  surrounding  the 
magazine  captured  *i  armed  soldiers  of  the  Twentv -fourth  [South] 
Carolina  Volunti^ers,  under  command  of  a  sergeant,  who  was  with  them 
on  picket  duty.  At  this  time  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottmm,  Captain 
Creighton,  discovered  the  large  force  near  us,  and  opened  with  shell 
and  shrapnel,  driving  them  off, 

1  took  the  *>  prisoners  on  Imard  of  the  gunlioat  VnadUIa^  Captain 
Collins,  and  reported  myself  and  their  arrival  to  you. 
P^The  men  are  now  on  board  of  this  steamer  suliject  to  your  dispf>mK 
With  their  arms  and  equipments,  consisting  of  their  nuiskets,  bayonet?*, 
and  40  rounds  of  cartridges. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  specially  mentioning  the  *^onduet  of  Quarter- 
master Thomas  Davis,  whose  lnii\'ery  when  ^v  were  first  aware  of  the 
existence  of  an  enemy  so  near  ys»  and  daring  in  advancing  on  them  at 
close  mnge,  ami  exposed  to  their  fire,  wiis  so  conspicuous  as  greatly  to 
encoui'age  the  rest  nf  our  men,  and  to  merit  high  commendation.  All 
the  men  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S*  liKAOFORD, 

IL  S.  tVmst  Survey. 

C  O.  BoiTTELLE,  Esq., 

Aifsi^tani^  U*  S*  Coast  Survey ^  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  BUh, 


Eeport  of  Brigadier 'General  Oittt  C.  B.  Army. 

On  thk  Road,  Neak  IjEoabA's,  May  W,  lS6^^^:ISj},  m. 
Sir:  Tw^o  of  the  enemy's  gunlwats  entered  Stono  about   12  dl, 
passed  along  Gfmt  and  Coie\s  islands,  shelling,  and  are  now  at  anchor 
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around  Kiawafa  P<»iiit.  in  full  view  of  Batterv  li^land.  throwing  ooca- 
t^ionn]  sbf'll^  in  different  directions.  I  have  withdrawn  the  troops  from 
ColeV  and  froui  Batter}'  lsland>  and  tired  the  building  at  hotn  these 
placef^.  The  ve^isek  are  ja-^t  l^ielow  the  obstructions  in  the  river.  Xo 
one  hurt:  all  property  saved.  I  will  keep  close  watch  and  report 
further. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-Cxeneral  Gibt: 

Caklos  Tract, 

Aid-de'  Camp, 
Captain  L£0  D.  Walkkk. 

A/ffsitftant  Adjutant'  Giftu^ral. 


Import  of  Lienteaant-ColoBel  Capen,  C.  S.  Armj. 

FoBT  Palmetto,  S.  C,  May  20.  1862—12  m. 
Captain:  The  schooner  evidently  brought  buoys,  for  live  liar<:08, 
after  being  engaged  in  sounding,  went  up  to  her,  came  off.  and  luive 
planted  a  buo}^  in  the  channel  or  at  its  mouth,  just  opposite  this 
fort.  The  buov  formerly  on  the  l»r  over  F^flly  has  disappeared.  The 
larj^est  of  the  ttiree  gunboats  is  now  about  to  join  the  two  smaller  from 
the  direction  of  Charleston  Bar. 

E.  Capers, 
Lieutenant' Colond^  Commanding. 


Report  of  Colonel  Stevene,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Twenty -Fourth  Regiment 

South  Carolina  Volunteers, 
Secession  riUe.  S.  6'.,  May  21^  1862. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  under 
date  of  20th  instant,  1  thi.s  morning  detailed  60  men  from  Company  E, 
Captain  Jones,  and  posted  them  as  pickets  near  Battery  Island.  The 
most  advanced  post  was  located  at  tiie  old  magazine,  at  the  northern- 
most end  of  the  Battery  Island  works,  and  consisted  of  1  sergeant,  1 
corporal,  and  4  men.  The  second  post  was  in  a  thicket  some  250  yanis 
nearer  the  causeway  leading  from  Batterv  to  James  Island,  and  the 
main  support  of  20  men  was  posted  in  the  James  Island  woods  near  the 
road  with  the  relief  of  30  men  at  a  point  in  the  rear  not  far  from  the 
old  Legard's  settlement. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  the  sergeant  in  charge  of  the  advanced  picket  sent 
l)ack  a  messenger  to  Captain  Jones  in  charge  of  his  support,  that  a 
small  lx)at  had  left  one  of  the  steamers  lying  near  the  obstructions  in 
the  Stono  River  and  was  approaching  the  shore.  Before  any  support 
could  Ije  sent  foi'ward  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  passed  up  the  nver 
and  took  a  position  enfilading  the  bridge  and  c*auseway,  where  she 
commenced  throwing  grape  and  shrapnel,  completely  cutting  oflF  all 
communication  with  the  pickets  and  closing  their  line  of  retreat.  It 
is  supposed  that  on  finding  themselves  cut  off,  and  forgetting  the 
barjre  which  had  l)een  seen  approaching,  they  entered  the  magazine  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  hre  of  the  vessel  and  were  made  prison- 
ers by  the  hmding  party.     The  second  picket  withdrew  in  time  and 


escaped.     The  fire  of  the  ericniy  wa^  very  severe  and  penetrated  the 
5ver  of  the  detachment  in  every  directioiK     The  men  were  then  very 
[prudently  withdrawn   until    the    firing   cea^d,  when   they  resiuiieil 
[their  first  ixjsition^.  except  the  picket  at  the  magazine,  which  wa^  not 
[TeeHtablihihed. 

Toward  evening  1  retii*ed  the  whole  picket  faither  in  the  diivction 
of  Legar^'s,  one  vessel  having  gone  down  the  river  to  Cole's  Island  and 
|the  two  others  dropped  down  to  the  line  of  piles*. 

1  h(*g  to  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  men  who  w^ere 
icaptured,  and  should  an  opixirtunity  offer  foi'  exchange,  woidd  he 
luiuch  gratified  to  have  them  returned  to  the  regiment— Stn^geant 
l^imuel  \Vhite^Coi'i3oral  Calvin  Wilson,  Privates  Adam  Carter,  Charles 
3r,  B»  C.  Hutson,  Andrew  Hutson. 
lam,  very  re^spectfully. 

C.  H.  Stevens, 
Coiimel  TweiUy-fmirth  liegijnejii  Smith  Carolinu  Volimtecnt, 

Captain  JosEFii  Walker, 

AM$Utant  Adjutant- (J cfural^  jScvtwhniHli^j  S.  C\ 


iepf^rt  itf  Cffmmander   Godem^  f.L  S.  Nwtyy,   n</ardt'ri(i  iHtva/  opera- 
tions tn  St,  Simofi^if  and  St,  Catherine's  muntfit  Mau  W-^0^  i<sfe^. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

St,  Simofi'H  Scnmd,  Gmrght^  May  JO,  186^. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  May  11,  sent  by  Florida,  I  informed  you  of 
itny  intention  to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  entire  line  of  coast 
[Under  my  command. 

The  arrival  here  of  the  Madglt'  on  the  17th  allowed  me  to  carry  out 

niy  project  with*>ut  withdniwing  the  Ihim*^  from  her  position  at  night 

in  the  ncighburhood  of  Gaston's  [Ga^seoinsJ  Blutf  for  the  protection  of 

Itbat  part  of  the  colony  from  bout  attacks  by  the  rebels  that  infect  the 

iiainland  *Urectly  oppijstte  that  point. 

On  the  'iOth.  in  tne  M(fd(jN\  I  passed  through  the  inland  passage  to 

>ohoy  Island,  the  division  line  or  the  Altaraalia,  one  branch  forming 

he  inland  passage  to  St.  Simon's  Island,  the  other  bmnch  pa^si^ing  to 

'  e  sea  by  Wolf  and  Sapelo  islands. 

Here  the  Watthsutta  is  stationed  and  entirely  conimands  Doboy  Inlet 

I  and  the  light-house  at  Sapelo  Island,      Meeting  the    Wamsitfta^  and 
iHceorupanied    by   the  Madffte^  1   at  once  [mssed    through  the  Sapelo 
■Passage.     For  3  miles  of  this  passage  (or  through  Mud  Kiver)  the 
WoHimitta  could  onl^'  go  at  the  top  of  the  tide. 
It  has  been  buoyed  by  our  vessels  and  the  channel  Avell  marked  out. 
At  Sapel(»  Sound  I  met  the  J*otoffishf,  watching  that  inlet,  and  in  a 
position  to  observe  anything  attempting  to  enter  St.  Catherine' rs  Soiuid, 
t^apttiin  Watmough  had  s<Kuuled  out  Sapelo  Inlet  and  Bar  and  carried 
15  or  16  feet  throu^fh  a  straight  chanmd  at  low  water. 

kl  directtnl  the   rtitomnka  to  follow,  and  we  continued  through  the 
reek  the  entire  length  of  the  island  to  St.  Catherine's  Sound  and 
nchored  in  a  creek  for  the  night  at  the  north  end  of  St.  Catherine'e* 
sland  alongside  of  the  plantation  of  Waldburg,  the  owner  of  the  entire 
Inland,  I  believe,     lliu'e  we  found  a  few  very  tdd  blacks  left  to  take  rare 
of  the  place.     Much  of  the  cotton  had  been  unpicked  and  the  crop  lost; 
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most  of  the.  furnititre  had  \teeu  ii'mo%ed  witli  th«^  corn,  etr. ;  a  very 
fine  engine  is  there,  however,  and  the  rendition  of  the  plai^e  indicates 
f*onsiderable  care.  The  owner  had  left  many  weeks  before  and  had 
not  returned  even  to  visit  it. 

The  following  morning  I  got  the  ves-sels  underway  and  pa^^sied  into 
the  ?*ound  on  my  return  to  St.  Simon's,  The  inlet  of  St,  (."atherine 
(between  St.  Catherine's  and  Sapelo  islands)  is  intrit^ate  and  the  bar 
?*hfl]Iow,  making  it  unsafe.  The  ve?s**el  that  entered  it  (and  waj»  »oon 
after  deMtroyed  up  Kire  [RicelK>roj  River  .some  time  ago  by  our  gun- 
!>oat«)  <  ame  in  ac^iidcntally  and  her  i-antain  never  knew  where  he  vras 
until  informed  by  the  negroes  from  Waldburg  place,  where  he  had 
anc'hored  to  enquire  his  whereal)out8. 

HalfwHV  St,  (atherine'n  Island  I  landed  again  at  a  j^eond  planta- 
tion of  Waldburg':^.  Here  alj^o  we  found  a  few  very  old  blaits,  men 
and  women,  left  to  take  i-are  of  the  place,  or.  more  proper Iv  speak- 
ing, to  take  t-arc  and  provide  for  themselvcij,  aj<  they  are  us^ele^s  to 
their  manters  and  hardly  al>le  to  work  for  a  Hvelih*>od. 

On  the  noilh  end  of  Sttpelo  are  the  rentmints  of  a  battery  to  com- 
mand  Sapelo  Sound*  f»ut  <juite  ineffective  for  the  purpose,  and  wii8 
winely  almndoned  long  since.  Sapelo  i^  a  tine  island.  The  largest 
rcfton  pbints  I  have  ever  seen  I  noticed  on  Kennan's  plantation^  off 
whi  4i  we  am^hored,  and  reached  by  passing  up  u  creek  in  boats, 
l!ooKs  and  furniture  were  left  in  the  hoiu^e  when  deserted  by  the 
owner;  twti  or  three  negroes  were  on  the  place,  us  usual,  who  had 
cultivated  enough  land  to  plant  corn  for  the  coming  year  for  their 
own  ui^e. 

On  the  8ame  island  are  Spaulding  s  two  plantiitions*  alsr*  left  with 
three  or  four  old  worn-out  blarkt*.  but  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
obtain  a  hundred  bushels  of  i-orn  here,  and  a.s  manv  of  i>ea8e,  and  a 
small  (|UHntity  of  cotton.  These  I  directed  the  jtadtpe  to  t'lke  on 
l^oard  for  the  use  of  the  t-olony  at  St.  Simon's,  and  the  supply  is 
opportune.  M 

I  visited  the  light-house  at  ?mpelo.     Jt  is  quite  perfect,  other  than      ■ 
the  n^nioval  of  the  lenses.     The  oil  tanks,  etc.,  are  in  good  condition 
and  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  (_k)iuinanding  Seiimies  to  put  things  in      m 
order  about  the  place.     Here,  also,  are  the  remains  of  a  battery  of      I 
several  guns,  with  a  causeway  leading  over  a  marsh  of  some  H(H)  or 
700  feet  to  allow  the  garrison  a  ready  ret i eat  from  guns  which  it  was 
very  evid*'nt  they  never  intended  to  defend  to  any  purpose.  M 

While  at  the  light -house  the  (hiain  brought  me  word  that  you  would      | 
be  in  St.  Simon's  the  following  day,  and  1  at  once  returned  sooner  than 
I  expected  to  St.  Simon's.     My  inspection,  however,  satisties  me  that 
the  vessels  art;  adnnrably  placed,  and  notliing  can  enter  or  leave  this 

{^art  of  the  coast.     Lieutenant  Coumianding  Semmes  has  buoyed  Dol>oy 
iar  for  liis  own  use,  and  has  passed  out  seveml  times;  the  [lassage  is 
not  very  good  and  \vas  only  IH  feet  at  high  water  at  one  point. 

The  run  of  these  vessels  through  the  entire  line  has  produced  its 
effects,  as  since  then  some  forty  contrabands  have  been  sent  here  by 
the  vessels  Jibov»\  several  coming  from  100  miles  inland  arid  two  from 
Macon,  (ta,     A  few  dsiys  ago  I  tlirected  the  f/nea^  to  shell  some  retol 

t>icket*s  in  front  of  our  island  on  the  main,  sis  their  number  seenied  to 
lave  great Iv  increased  and  they  hnd  pliinti'd  their  tents  in  full  view 
with  a  relief  flag  tlying.  The  result  was  u  hurried  rt^treat  of  the  band 
and  the  desertion  to  us  of  forty-seven  con tralmnds  from  that  imme- 
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diato  iieighhoiiinod  tlie  followin«^  *lu\\  Su*-h  an  increase,  qowcvo!% 
alarms  ine  for  my  provLsioii.s  for  thoiii.  Already  we  have  upward  of 
3rM)  ill  thi'  *"olonv,  su**i  the  rorn  on  hand  now  will  not  hold  out  till  the 
crop  tjf  corn  in  ready  for  use;  it  will  prol>uhly  be  neeesimry  to  st^nd  a 
sum>lv  f^pfore  August, 

Tiiiis  tar  the  Government  has  not  spent  a  dollar  on  these  people:  I 
l>elieve  this  can  not  i»e  said  of  other  points  on  the  eoa,st.  We  have 
be<*n  able  to  procure  food  from  the  nrdjjfhborhood  under  our  own  ^unn^ 
but  that  supply  now  is  alx>ut  exhausted,  without  serious  exposure  to 
the  crews  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  a  predatory  warfare,  which,  how* 
even  I  believe  would  be  tjuite  jiLstitiable  under  tlie  circunistances,  if  not 
attended  with  loss  of  life  outmeasured  l)y  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
1  am.  very  res jx^ct fully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

S.   W.  GODON, 

Commander^  Omnmnnding  JVami  Dknmmi^  St.  Simmt^A  Sound, 

Flag-Offie^r  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jomtamiding  South  Atlantic  Block47ding  Sqwidron^  Port  RoyaL 
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Report  of  Flag*  Officer  Du  Pont^  IL  S,  Naim^  fran^rmittinjg  report  of 
thmmttud^r  Pr^mttMH^  IL  S.  Navy^  regardtmj  optTatum>t  of  tfu'  IL  *S. 
ste^tf/ttTM  AlhitrmH  ond  Norii^lch  in  Winyah  tiay^  Sfmth  Carolina^ 
May  n-^o,  180^2. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  llarhor.  Sfntt/i  (hrolinu.  May  2H,  1862, 

Sib:  When  off  Georgetown^  [8,  C],  in  the  K^yHt^nie  State  on  the  19th 
instant.  Commander  Prentiss,  of  the  All^^trt>Hs,  and  the  senior  officer 
of  the  blockading  farre  off  that  port,  infoniied  me  that  he  had  delayed 
iTosHing  tht*  bar,  InMng  apprehensive  that  the  steamer  Saihrook,  with  a 
thousand  l>ales  of  cotton  on  board,  might  get  out  of  the  Santee  while 
he  was  inside,  but  that  he  was  preparing  to  enter, 

1  have  the  pteiisure  to  enclose  a  very  intei'csting  report  from  him, 
detailing  his  operations  and  oct-upatiou  of  Winyah  Bay. 

Commander  Prentiss  crossed  the  bar  on  the  :ilst  instant  with  the 
AllMitr*tt<s  and  tlie  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  and 
entered  Winyah  liay. 

After  passing  a  snudl  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house  an  exten- 
sive fortification  was  observed  on  South  Island,  with  apparently  sevenil 
large  guns  mounted;  but  on  approaching  nearer  it  was  found  deserted 
and  the  guns  proved  ia  \w  qimkei*^.  Another  fortitieation  on  Cat 
lisland  was  also  abandoned* 

On  the  22d  he  stood  up  the  bay  for  the  city  of  Georgetown,  entered 
Stunpit  Creek  [River],  and  steamed  slowly  along  the  wharves.  Not 
l>eing  prepared  to  hold  the  place.  Commander  Prentiss  did  not  huid, 
knowing  there  wa.s  a  force  of  bt>{h  cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  town 
and  a  ccmtest  might  have  involved  the  dest miction  of  the  city. 

He  ascended  the  Waccamaw  River  about  10  uiile.salKJvc  Georgetown, 
through  a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  meeting  with  no  resistance,  lie 
took  under  his  protection  abcnit  eighty  contrabands. 

The  rebels  are  much  alarmed  and  are  leaving  their  plantations  in 
every  direction,  driving  their  slaves  before  them  to  the  pine  woods* 
The  w^hole  region  around  (Jeorgetown  roidd  easily  l>e  taken,  and  with 
a  small  land  force  and  a  few  gunlK>at.s  could  be  held. 
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The  Department,  I  am  sure,  will  Iw  please<l  with  the  report  of  Com- 
mander Prentiss,  as  it  (*onveys  not  only  imix)rtant  information  Imt  at 
the  same  time  evinces  on  hi«  part  courage  and  discretion. 
V(»rv  respectfiiliv.  vour  oF>edient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPoKT, 
Flim-(>fficri\  Ci/md(f,  South  Atlantic  lihtchtdimj  Sqxuidrvn, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTfiary  of  the  Nari/^   WmhingU/a, 

[Enrlfwiire.] 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Whn/nh  Bay.  May  ^G.  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st 
instant,  finding  my  draft  of  water  suflicientiy  reduced,  I  parsed  the 
bar  with  the  steamer  Nonmch^  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  in 
company,  and  entered  this  bay. 

Passing  a  small  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house,  we  could  see 
on  South  Island  quite  an  extensive  fortification,  with  apparently  sev- 
eral large  guns  mounted  en  barbette.  We  ran  for  this,  but  on  nearer 
approacn  found  it  abandoned  and  armed  with  rebel  quakers.  From 
this  point  we  could  see  on  Cat  Island  a  well-built  fort.  Some  cavalry 
appeared  in  the  skirts  of  the  woodland;  we  scattered  them  with  a  few 
shell,  and,  running  under  the  walk,  found  it  deserted  like  the  others 
and  armed  with  tne  like  harmless  batteries.  This  was  a  well-built 
fortification  of  quadrangular  form,  fitted  with  platforms  for  mounting 
ten  guns  and  containing  bombproofs,  magazine,  and  furnace  for  hot 
shot.  I  landed,  fired  tne  fort  and  encampment  near  it,  together  with 
a  large  quantity  of  timber  prepared  for  closing  the  channel. 

At  daylight  on  the  22d  Istood  up  the  bay  for  the  city  of  Greorge- 
town,  entered  Sampit  Creek  [RiverJ,  on  which  it  is  built,  and  steamed' 
slowly  along  the  wnarves,  the  muzzles  of  our  guns  within  30  yards  of 
the  houses. 

A  brig  loaded  with  turpentine  was  fired  as  we  approached,  probably 
with  the  intention  of  stopping  us;  but  the  time  chosen  for  entering 
was  slactk  water  and  the  wind  unfavomble  for  their  purpose. 

W^e  passed  the  burning  hull  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  turned 
with  some  difliculty,  and  retraced  our  route,  stopping  from  time  to  time 
to  capture  a  boat  or  see  if  the  authonties  were  disposed  to  communi- 
cate with  us. 

I  had  sent  word  to  the  Union  men  to  make  no  demonstration  what- 
ever, as  I  was  not  prepared  to  hold  the  place  permanently;  a  few, 
however,  appeared  upon  the  wharves  and  indicated  by  gestures  or 
words  their  ]oy  at  seeing  us,  while  the  mass  of  the  citizens  Kept  aloof. 
No  hostile  movement  was  made,  though  there  were  at  the  time  both 
cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  place. 

W' hile  passing  up,  a  woman  appeared  in  the  belfry  of  a  church  or 
city  hall  and  spread  a  rebel  flag  over  the  bell.  I  was  greatl}'^  tempted 
to  send  on  shore  and  seize  it,  but  refrained,  from  the  consideration  that 
a  contest  in  the  streets  would  have  compelled  me  to  destroy  the  city, 
involving  the  ruin  of  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  This  would  have 
been  the  work  of  a  few  minutes  onl3%  and  I  am  prepared  to  put  the 
place  in  possession  of  the  military  whenever  they  will  send  a  rorce  to 
occupy  it  permanently  and  protect  the  Union  men,  who  numlwr  nearly 
one-fourth  the  population. 

In  the  afternoon  I  ran  up  the  Waccamaw  atout  lo  miles,  through  a 
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rich  mid  iHututifiil  i-ountry,  stopped  at  a  public  niilU  neized  a  lighter 
of  rice,  sow^ml  boats,  and  about  eighty  contra  bauds,  who  tdaiined  my 
protection.  I  then  returnod  to  the  aiichomgfe  noarthe  light-hoiLse  and 
founded  a  colony,  which  i^*  mpidly  increa,sinf^. 

From  time  to  time  1  have  shelled  the  woods  w^here  enc^ampmentn 
have  l>een  formed,  and  there  18  not  now  a  solitary  rebel  on  North  or 
South  Island.  Yesterday  I  destroyed  the  last  remaining  bridge  which 
connects  with  the  mainland,  and  there  i^  no  longer  danger  from  incur- 
sion of  ca\'alry,  the  only  arm  that  is  efficient  or  that  dares  venture 
down  here. 

The  reltels  are  just  now  very  mui'h  frightened,  and  are  leaving  their 
plantations  in  every  direction,  driving  their  slaves  K»efore  theui  to  the 
pine  woods. 

Large  quantities  of  riee  are  stowed  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  the  armies  at  Charleston  and  Savannah  are  constantly  supplied 
from  them.  If  you  will  send  me  the  means  (small  steamers  and  vessels 
for  transportation),  I  can  *nipture  immense  quantilies,  but  to  do  this  it 
will  be  necessary  to  seize  the  mills  at  the  same  time,  for  when  we 
commence  seizing  they  will  commence  burn  in  g  them. 

You  may,  perhaps,  think  it  worth  your  while  to  run  up  here.  1 
have  seen  no  part  of  the  South  that  equals  it  in  beauty  and  fruitful- 
ne^ss,  and  the  system  of  rivers  is  such  that  the  country  may  \ki  pene- 
trated for  hundreds  of  miles,  from  the  Waccamaw  on  the  north  to 
the  som*ces  of  the  Santee  and  Congaree  in  the  southwest. 

The  whole  region  around  here  could  be  taken  possession  of  with  little 
opposition.  All  that  is  wanted  to  success  is  a  moderate  force  of  ves- 
sels drawing  from  i*  to  12  feet  water,  a  small  land  force  to  hold  pos- 
sessinn,  and  prouipt  action^  Nearly  the  whole  region  can  l>c  conquered 
and  defended  by  gunl>oats,  of  which  thev  have  a  wholesome  dread. 

1  shall  send  txvnight  a  boat  expedition  to  sei^e  a  tugboat  loading  iu 
the  Santee  for  Charleston,  and*  if  successful,  shall  ai'ui  her  and  endeavor 
to  i'apturc  tlic  Se(thr(Hji\  which  lies  higher  up,  loade<l  with  cotton. 

I  aispatch  the  NarwUh  to-morrow  for  coal,  and  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Puncan,  whose  vessel  has  been  very  etficient,  will  give  you 
.such  particulars  as  I  may  have  overlooked. 

1  shall  lie  glad  if  you  would  send  one  of  the  coal  schctoners  to  this 
port,  as,  Ijcsides  being  economical,  it  will  enable  me  to  keep  the  steamer 
in  the  best  trim  for  speed* 

If  you  do  not  <*ome  up  yourself,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  special 
instructions,  though,  with  the  small  force  I  have,  1  can  not  go  very 
far  wrong. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfiUly,  etc,,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  a.  Prkntiss, 

(ummmuler* 

Flag-Offic^er  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Citmtiif.  Sf fifth  Aliantle  Blockading  Ffnre^^  Hilton  JTead^  S,  C 


Letter  from  Cfymmnnd<^r  liodyert^^  U*  S.  Nany^  to  JHag* Offiet^r  Da  /hnt^ 
Un  o-  Av/ry,  reifurding  ifi^  corimlaintH  of  Brigadier- ireneriil  Ben- 
U.  S\  Armi/,      ' 

U.  S,  S,  Wabash, 
Part  Rayal,  May  m,  [imi]. 
My  Drau  Commohork:  1  hope  you  will  come  t)ack  as  soon  as  yo^ 
can  conv4*nicntly,      1  ha\  c  just  re(*eived  a  letter  from  Bcnham,  takin 
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exactly  the  ground  which  I  forosiiw  li*^  wjis  ulnjiit  to  tiiko.  He  unqueH* 
tionably  n^  very  niiicli  pushed  f(u*  trnuH|>urts,  anci  I  suppose  wt«  mig*ht 
give  hiuj  a  great  lift  with  ^omo  of  our  vi*s.sp|.s  like  the  BwriinUe^  hey- 
stime  Sta(e\  etc.  I  have  just  written  to  (loneml  Benham  in  reply  to 
h\s  note,  and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  h\^  letter  and  mine,  of  which  latt^^r 
I  hope  you  will  approve. 

It  wemed  to  uie  that  he  ought  to  know  that  the  blame  of  any  want 
of  concert  luuj^t  rest  upon  his  own  shoulderti* 

The  WtHtern  World  vmA  Ift^in/ ^l/idntr  w^mt  this  morning  to  Savan- 
nah Kiver,  to  remain  only  a  shoit  time,  under  Lieutenant  l^aw. 

We  have  no  news  here,  nor  any  arrival  from  New  York  «ince  you 
left*  There  are  very  few  troops  left  at  Hilton  Head,  and  they  are 
being  ren^oved  from  Beaufoit  to  Edisto  also. 

Upon  reading  over  Benham's  letter,  I  have  concluded  not  to  let  it  go 
out  of  mv  hands,  except  into  you  1*8,  li^s  it  contains  hi8  plans  in  gi^eat 
detaiL  fie  says  that  m  eonsefpience  of  your  absence,  or  rather  his 
inability  to  eommunicate  with  ycni,  now,  when  all  ready,  he  shall  have 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  his  plans  until  your  return,  and  that  he 
fears  tliat  the  withdrawal  of  our  gunboat.s  from  the  Savannah  will 
have  put  the  enemy  on  their  guard  and  lead  them  to  eoneentrate  their 
forreat  or  near  Charleston  and  render  the  occupation  of  the  points  he 
meant  to  seize  a  dittieult  and  blootly  operation,  perhaps  impossible- 
He  writes  in  very  eourteous  uhmse,  but  1  confess  that  his  letter  made 
mo  a  little  savage  in  my  feelings,  though  not,  I  trust,  in  my  words. 
His  idea  concerning  the  impijrtaiice  of  the  gurj boats  in  the  Savannah 
River  seems  tome  the  most  extniordinai'v  hiillucination.  The  great 
nnmljer  of  stx^auiers  constant! v  going  to  Misto  will  give  the  enemy  a 
far  clearer  insight  ioto  his  plans,  I  supptjse  their  pickets  and  spie^ 
have  not  been  blind  or  idle. 

By  thrusting  our  heads  into  the  sand  we  do  not  conceal  our  bodies, 

I  write  in  great  liaste  to  get  this  off  by  the  Fort  I/enry^  McOauley 
having  promised  to  leave  it  for  you  at  Fernartdina. 

1  remain,  my  dear  commodore,  with  great  respect,  most  faithfully, 
yours, 

C.  R.   P.  RODGEBS. 

Flag-Officer  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comrmmdifig  South  Atlantw  Blockading  Sf/umlron. 

Baldwin  is  working  like  a  bcniver  and  doing  everything  he  can  to 
carrv  out  vour  wishes. 


l^  it*  r  from  Br ttjadUT- General  Benhauu  U^  S,  Arnii/y  to  Commander 
Bahlffufi^  [I.  S.  Navy^  regarMng  aufveraents  of  g^t7ihoatM, 

Hbqks,  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  Mag  m,  1869. 

Sir:  I  am  extremely  gratified  to  learn  of  the  prospeet  of  your 
having  two  gunboats  disposable  for  service  in  tne  Savannah  and 
Cooper  rivei*s  by  to-morrow,  I  trust  one  of  them  may  be  able  to  go 
up  trie  Savannah  as  far  a,s  near  the  upper  part  of  Jones  Island  by  to- 
morrow  afternoon,  and  that  the  other  uiight  be  at  some  point  between 
Cooper  and  Mud  rivers,  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient. 

1  would  suggest  the  appearanee  of  aetivity  and  of  attempts  at 
reconnoissance  for  both  these  boats,  and  that  the  commander  of  the 
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hmt  for  thv  Snvunnsth  lliwr   should  noe    Bri^jii!ir*r-( Jonrml  Torrv, 
ronmiiintlini^  at  Fort  Pulaski^  cm  hts  way  iq).  with  whom,  on  knowing 
our  ivlans  mort^  fully,  tie  vnn  nvi  most  advantucftx>usly  in  concert. 
Very  trtily  mid  resjjerlfiilly,  yours, 

M.  W.   Benham, 

Captain  A.  S.  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Sem^tr  A^ttra/  <>jf}rei\  U*  S.  Ship  Vei^mmt^  Ptyri  RmjaL 

Conk!  not  the  j^ujpfge-stion  ahout  tho  uctivitv  of  the  tfunUoat*^  t>e  ^ot 
to  thuHB  at  WaM8}iw  Sourtdf 
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iMier  frrrm  CommaiuLv  Rod^fer.^^  fL  S.  i\W?/,  to  Brigadier- Getieral 
lief* hum ^  IL  iS'.  Armt/^  r^f/ardi/Hj  tdhged  d^'lai/  in  cooj^entikm  of 
navid  fureeM  nnir  Stmio  Inlet ^  SrmtA  Om*olhm, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  Rmjfd  Harhm\  S.  C,  May  22,  ISm. 

My  Df*ar  General:  1  have  just  reeeived  your  note,  and  lone  not  a 
iiionieiit  in  replying  to  it. 

Stono  Inlet  wjis  entered  by  Captnin  Marehand  with  the  l^mdHl'a^ 
l*i'tnhinay  and  (Hhum  on  Tui\sday»  after  soiiip  little  ditii(*ulty  in  find- 
ing the  ehanneL  I  understiuid  that  the  hattery  opposite  Legar^ville 
18  abandoned,  hut  have  not  positive  information*  Marehand  was  tired 
upon  by  a  detaehtuent  of  ritlenien  from  Cole's  Island  while  sounding 
the  ebann*'!  in  his  boat. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  are  delayed  by  any  want  of  concert  upon  the 
part  of  the  Navy.  Had  you  arranged  a  plan  of  act  ion  with  tm*  Hag- 
oliieer,  this  would  not  have  occnirred.  Some  w^eeks  since  you  held  a 
eoiivin^ation  with  him  \\\m\\  a  project  of  yours  to  nuike  an  attack  on 
Charleston,  but  told  him  that  y<Hi  had  not  yet  obtained  General 
Hunter's  consent  to  it.  The  tlag-otlicer  vei'v  conbHlly  ottered  you 
8ueh  aasistance  as  he  could  render,  and  there  the  matter  rt^sted  for 
Home  week,s.  It  was  informally  undeiNtood  that  Ueneral  Hunter  had 
not  given  his  as>*ent,  and  the  matter  was  supposed  to  have  dnjpjx-d. 

On  Fritlay  night,  as  I  was  abcnit  to  leave  your  quarters.  General 
Hunter  entered  them  and  informed  you  that  trie  intelligence  brought 
liy  the  deserters  from  Fc»rt  Sumter  had  dt^termined  him  to  authorize 
an  attack  upon  it,  and  some  conversation  u{H>n  the  routes  and  method)^ 
to  be  adopted  took  place  in  my  presence,  in  which  I  took  part.  I 
then  mentioned  that  it  would  be  w^ell  for  you  to  confer  with  the  Hag- 
othcer,  and  you  said  that  yon  would  do  wo  the  next  morning*  and  a  few 
moments  later  you  said  to  (fcncral  Hunter,  *'  I  will  goon  Iji^ard  in  the 
morning  and  arrange  with  Flag-Oitieer  Du  Font/* 

You  will  remember  that  before  the  entrance  of  General  Hunter, 
you  had  been  speaking  to  me  of  this  project,  as  one  which  you  had 
not  lM»en  permitted  to  execute,  and  you  will  also  remember  that  I,  of 
course,  having  no  authority  to  conmiit  \\\\  Hag  officer  to  any  particu- 
lar plan  of  coopenit!oii,  suggested  the  necessity  for  your  conferring 
with  him,  when  Generiil  Hunter  hud  revived  the  generally  abandoned 
plan.  You  will  also  probaldv  remembi'r  that  1  had  told  you  that  the 
Kt^ynUm*  Stat  had  arrived  tbat  afternoon  to  take  the  flag-othcer  to 
Char  ley  ton. 
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l'|K)n  my  rotiirn  U)  the  WahaMh  I  mentioned  to  the  flag-officer  what 
lijicl  rK'CurnHl  and  thiit  you  would  be  off  the  next  morning.  He  waited 
f<ir  your  visit  the  n«»xt  day  and  during  the  morning  of  the  day  after, 
and  then  .supposing  you  had  no  (*onuuunication  for  him,  sailed^  as  had 
^M»en  some  time  before  determined.  No  commimic^tion  came  for  him 
on  Monday  and  from  the  messjige  you  sent  to  me  in  reply^  to  mine, 
informing  you  that  he  had  gone,  I  inferred  that  you  were  not,  until 
its  receipt,  informed  of  his  departure. 

Pardon  me,  my  d<»ar  g(»nonil,  for  saying  to  you  that  it  was  most 
natural  for  the  flag-otticer  to  suppose  that,  if  you  were  actively  pre- 
fiaring  a  plan  of  operations  whicn  would  requiinj  a  very  Large  cooper- 
ation oy  the  wholly  independent  force  under  his  command,  j'^ou  would 
lose  no  time  in  consulting  him  and  stilting  distinctly^  what  you  desired. 
The  conversation  with  me  was  accidental,  indefinite,  and  included  no 
message  from  you  to  the  flag-officer.  He  remained  hei-e  for  nearl}'  two 
days  after  it  took  place,  and  if  any  d(»lay  or  inconvenience  accrue  to 
yourself  or  to  the  public  service,  1  am  sure  that  you  will  attribute  it  to 
your  failure  to  explicitly  make  known  to  the  flag-officer  what  assistance 
vou  wished  for,  and  from  your  not  having  learned  from  him  whether 
he  eould  render  that  assistance  at  this  time. 

Thc»  Wt'MttTii  Wtfth/ x\v\A  Ilr/trff  Andntr  both  sailed^ this  morning  for 
Savannah  lliver,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Law,  the  commander 
of  the  HW/'/y/  World  b(Mng  ill  with  fever  (contracted  in  the  place  to 
which  his  vessel  returns.  The  repairs  were  suspended  upon  both  ves- 
sels to  enable  them  to  g(»t  off  to  execute  vour  wishes. 

As  concerns  the*  illumination  at  Charleston,  1  regard  it  as  a  mere 
'^canard,"  and  b(»li(»ve  that  some  signal  lights  from  Foil  Sumter  (Hue 
lights  and  Roman  candU»s)  wen»  the  only  foundation  for  the  story. 

I  hojH»  that  the  tlag-offic(»r  will  be  back  by  Saturday.  He  passed 
here  on  Tuesday  evcMiing  on  his  way  to  St.  Simon^s  without  stopping 
to  <*onununicat<*  with  me. 

Thc»  WeMern  World  and  Ilmry  Andre}0  are  both  light-draft  vessels, 
and  will  be  important  if  W(»  are  to  operate  near  Stono.  We  hope  to 
have*  the  Kllm  ready  for  s(»rvicc»  by  Saturday. 

Th(»  purchas(»d  steamers  tit  for  currying  troops  are  blockading 
(yharlc»ston,  but  can  be  readily  calhnl  in  when  the  flag-officer  returns 
from  his  tour  of  iiispe(*tion. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  McCauley  has  gladly  offered  a  passage  to 
Lic^utenant  Dutton,  and  will  have*  much  pleasure  in  delivering  your 
dispatirhes. 

1  remain,  with  warm  n^gards,  faithfully  yours, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGEBS. 

(nMM»ral  Hknham,  T.  S.  Armv. 


lit  port   of  (\ninmindrr    Mnrrluind^    IL   S,    Xavy^  of  tlip  arrh^d  of 
HutrliHton,  S.  r.,  of  //.  n.  J/.  S.  R(i€er, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
()f  Charh'Mton,  S.  r.,  May  ^2,  1868. 
Siu:^  I  havi*  iIm-  honor  to  advise  you  that  II.  B.  M.  steam  sloop  of 
war  AVv/',  ('upfiiiu  Lyons,  arriv«»(l  liore  yesterday  from  Bemmda  and 
Wius,  after  consultjition  with  ( -onimander  l*arrott,  senior  officer  present 
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in  ehiimp  of  tho  hlockrtding  forc*P8,  pf^rrijitted  to  paf^n  our  lines,  mifhor, 
and  hold  c*oininunication  with  Ciuirli*st(m  by  luoans  of  oiw  of  the  tni;- 
IkmUs  of  the  eTirmy  inidor  a  tla^r  of  truee.  This  Hfternoon  the  Racer 
U^ft,  and  on  passing  out,  her  captain  reported  that  \w  was  goin^f  to 
Savannah,  having  on  }>oard  the  British  eoiisul,  and  would  return  to 
this  place  in  a  few  days. 

Captaijt  Lyons  informed  Conn«ander  Parrotttbat  hisn^enenil  in.struc- 
tions  were  to  obtain  the  names  of  the  vessels  of  wai'  at  all  plaees  visited, 
together  with  names  of  their  eomnianding  officers.  Commander  Par- 
rott  replied  that  his  instructions  did  not  warrant  a  compliance  with  the 
request,  but  gfive  the  names  of  the  two  senior  officers  and  their  vessels. 

My  communicatious  to  you  yesterday  wdll  have  informed  you  that 
whilst  most  of  these  events  were  occurring  I  was  absent  on  a  reeon- 
noissanee  in  the  Stono  River. 

I  am.  sir*  very  rctipectfully,  your  oln^dient  servant, 

J.    B.   M  Alien  AND, 

Corn  m a  n d*  r  'f  ft *l  St 7/  lor  Officer, 
Flag-OfEcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  Stnith  Atlantic  Blockadtn4j  Squadrfm^  Port  Rf^tjaJ, 


Order  of  Flag- Ojftccr  Du  J\mt^  IL  S.  JVavi/,  to  Lieutmant  Clary ^  P,  S, 
^^ivmj^  iotniiiundtnii  f\  S\  sS\  JhctrtK  t^»  j^n»cecd  to  Ft^uimidlmi^  Fla* 

Flagship  Keystone  State, 

St,  Srmon^H  Sound,  Georgia,  May  B3,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  wdth  the  U,  S.  S.  Dawn  under  vour  command 
to  Fernandina  and  relieve  Commander  Dniyton,  of  the  Pmmuu\  i*eceiv- 
ing  from   him  sui'h  information  as  his  t*xperience  will  entifde  him  to 
give  you. 

Kespoctfidlv,  etc.,  S.  F.  Dr  Font, 

Fiag-  fJ^jfircr, 
Lieutenant  Conuuanding  A.  G.  ft.ARY, 
f\  S.   S.  J/tnm,  St^  Sifntm^M  Snuftd    Oe^rgiu, 


letter  from  Fhig-O^Wr  I>n  Pout.    U,  &   Nami^  t^  Major- Oeneml 
Ifuntfr^  [\  S,  Arrny^  cfmc^-rnmy  jn'oprmcd  operations. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf^t  Royal  Harfmr.  S,  C,  May  2^.  ISS^, 

riEXTiiRAL:  I  have  just  returned^  from  a  visit  to  the  various  points 
held  by  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Si^uadron,  extending  from 
(T(»orgetow^n  to  Fenvandina. 

Among  the  official  papers  awaiting  my  arrival  w^as  one  addressed 
bv  Brigiidier-Cit^nerul  Benham  to  the  senior  officer  left  in  charge  at 
tfiis  port.  It  will  fie  sufficient  to  you  to  read  it  to  see  that  its  tone 
and  character  arc  not  such  as  should  be  addressed  to  an  officer  under 
njy  comnumd. 

On  your  arrival  here  to  take  command  (if  this  department,  to  pre- 
vent delay  and  circumlocution  in  matters  of  genera!  detail,  I  readily 
agreed  to  put  myscdf  in  official  conuuunication  with  Brigadier-(Tenernl 
I&nhani,  t^ommauding  the  northern  division  of  your  department. 
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I  have  Hiiw  to  >iiiy,  in  virtiM'  of  my  ai^siniilHti'd  rank  as  a  major- 
geiiemK  T  iiiUHt  re8|MM'tfully  re4|ite8t  that  you  will  fji*  ph^Hsed  t^^i'onv^ey 
to  nir  liny  of  your  plan.s  and  intrcntions  in  whirh  you  dt^sin*  tc»  havt*  a 
cooperation  with  tht'  ruival  Utrve  under  my  <M>unmind.  and  I  trust  I 
need  haidly  add  that  1  shall  ever  }>e  ready  to  ^nve  you  all  the  aid  in 
riiy  power  wiien  tlje  re^uhu"  d titles  of  thi^  squadron  and  the  orders 
under  which  I  am  a<'tintr  will  permit  it. 

I  leai'n  verbal ly  and  thrnu|^h  luiotheial  letters  addressed  to  Com- 
nituider  liodtfers  that  important  movements  are  now  in  eonteinplation^ 
but  1  have  never  been  adrtressed  on  the  subject  except  in  a  very 
infonnal  nninner  and  that  verbally,  some  wrecks  back. 

T  am*  general,  with  trreat  respect,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dr  FoxT, 

Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

(hiiivtmidhiij  l)e/Mirfmfnt  of  the  South, 


rd^r  of  Flaff'Offlccr  Dtf  PtmU  f^-  >S'-  JVfiif}/,  io  Omummidn'  Parmti., 
U.  S\  JVffVf/^  t"  dfHjHikh   ihr  U^   S.  S\  Iluf^m  to  Sfft/Hf  Rr/h'/\  South 

FlAOSHH*    WaIUS!!, 
Pfrrt  Royal  ]Jiwhm\  S,   f'.,  Mo,j  ^^  1^2. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  order  ymi  will  please  dispatch  the  Jfuron  to 
Stono  River,  Lieotenant  (\numanding  Downes,   txj  report   to   Com- 
niander  Marchand. 

Hespei-tfullv,  etr., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jomiiiander  K.  U.  Faukott, 

U,  iV.  iV.  ^1  ttfjmfft^  Stmmr  O^/^er  off  CharlesiUm, 


rdir  of  Fioi^-Ojfirrr  Ihj  Potif^  [\  S\  Na/i*t/^  t^t  CommamJer  3farchand^ 
U*  S,  Navy^/'oro  rfamnfffSHaHVt' near  Wttppttff  Cttf^  Sotfih  ('ttrollna, 

Flagsuip  Wababh, 

Port  Roiifd  //arfm\  S,  T.,  May  ^^^  im£. 

Sir:  I  have  just  anchored  here  from  my  visit  to  the  Southern  t*oast^ 
and  have  received  your  coiimmniration  of  the  "list, 

1  had  the  pleasure  to  read  your  signal  from  inside  the  bar  at  Stono 
(Ml  Tuesda\'  last,  rnformin^"  me  that  you  had  possession  and  tbjit  the. 
upper  battery  otf  Legareville  was  abandoned,  as  well  as  that  on  Cole's 
Island.  1  desire,  however,  to  have  control  of  the  whole  river,  and  I 
wish  you  to  proceed  with  the  gunboats  and  feel  the  battery  near  Wap- 
poo  Cut,  which  Robert  Smalls  represents  its  very  ini[X'rfectly  hnished 
at  be^t, 

Capt-iiin  Huutelle,  whom  1  am  now  sending  to  convey  this  order  to 
you,  will  ranvey  orders  to  the  Hnrrth  to  join  your  force  in  the  Stono 
"liiver. 

Please  accept  mj  commendation  not  only  toyoumclf  but  to  the  eom- 
uLuiding  otlicerfci  of  the  gunl>oats — Lieut4»nant«  Conunanding  Collins, 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


29 


BiinkheiMU  liiul  Crri^Hunn — as  reported  Uy  you,  for  tlit*  zoiil  lutiiiifpsted 
in  thi>  iK'w  cM^t'ui  Jilt  ion,  which  is  likt^h*  to  become  nn  iiuportaiU  one. 
Respectfully,  ct^., 

S.  i\  Dv  Pont, 

Fluff 'OJtK'^r. 
Conmiander  J*  B*  Makohand, 

Senior  OJicer  off  VharleaUm, 
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Capture  of  the  BrUwh  steamer  StetMn^off  Churteatf/u,  *V.  i\.  May  24n 

Rtport  of  Commander  Mailany,  U.  8.  Kavy,  oommandin^  U,  B.  S,  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.   BrEKVILLE, 

rjf  Churlt^Hoii,  S.  C,  M(fi/24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  e^iptured  this  niorniug  and 
sent  to  the  port  of  New  York  tlie  British  screw  steamer  StMin,  under 
the  f o  1  lo w  i  n  ^  <  •  i  ri-  u u  1  h ta  n  cos ; 

At  3:30  a.  m.  fjot  imderway  from  our  ancLorage  off  Dewee.s  Inlet 
(D  mik^s  north  of  C'harieston  Bar)  and  stood  to  the  eastward,  thinking 
I  might  sight  a  vessel  at  daylight.  At  4:50  a.  m.  discovered  a  stmngc 
steamer  standiag  to  the  eastward,  or  soutliwartl  and  eastward,  and  gave 
chase  at  full  speed.  At  5:40  a.  in.  the  strange  steamer  changed  her 
coui*se  and  stood  to  the  northward  nnd  westward,  toward  Cape  Roniain, 
which  was  then  in  sight.     We  altered  our  course  to  head  her  oti\ 

At  5:53  the  sti^ange  steamer  again  changed  her  course  and  stood  to 
the  eastward,  we  in  pursuit.  A  few  minntes  aftc'rwards  discovered  a 
boat  containing  several  persons  pulling  from  the  chase  toward  the 
shore,  who  subsequently  escaped,  as  I  could  not  follow  them  without 
risking  the  loss  of  the  chase.     1  subsequently  learned  that  tlie  three 

IKM'sons  in  the  boat  were  English  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  named 
iilton. 

At  ti  a.  UL,  having  got  within  long  range  of  the  strange  steamer,  tired 
a  shot  across  her  how  from  our  rifled  pivot  gun,  to  which  she  |>aid  no 
attention.  At  ti:15  the  strange  steamer  hoisted  English  colors  in  her 
main  rigging,  but  still  continued  her  endeavors  (at  full  s|>eed)  toescape. 
At  H:  18  a.  m.  tired  another  shot  from  the  rifled  gun,  which  fell  near 
her.  At  i>:ii5  a.  m.  strange  steamer  stopi>ed  her  engine,  finding  escape 
hopeless. 

As  soon  as  we  came  up  with  her,  sent  Lieutenant  Benham,  executive 
officer  of  this  ship,  to  board  and  take  possession  of  her.  The  vessel 
proved  to  be  the  British  steamer  Stettin^  last  from  Nassau,  New  Prov- 
idence, having  a  crew  of  twenty-one  men,  inchiding  olhcers,  and  a  pas- 
senger naniefi  Samuel  Simpson,  who  claims  to  be  the  supen  argo.  I'pon 
examination  of  her  manifest  and  hold  it  was  found  she  had  on  fHmrdas 
part  of  her  cargo  saltpeter,  pig  lead,  rpiinine.  tea,  coffee,  brandy,  gin, 
tin  plates,  and  a  large  number  of  Ijoxes  and  kegs. 

The  Stetfm,  when  tirst  seen  by  this  ship,  was  about  15  miles  to  the 
uorth ward  and  eastward  of  Kattlesnake  Shoal,  She  was  (^aptured  about 
38  miles  E.  N.  E.  of  Charleston  Bar  and  10  miles  K*  S.  E,  of  Cape 
Romaiu.  She  was  originally  l>rig-rigged,  but  had  been  .^tripped  of  her 
spars  and  sails,  leaving  nothing  Init  her  lower  masts  standing,  previous 
to  approaching  the  coast.  She  has  a  cutter  stem,  no  bowsprit,  and  wa« 
painted  lead  color. 
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1  have  sent  the  prize  home  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  John  D.  Bar- 
clay, assisted  by  Acting  Master  John  A.  Rogers,  Chief  Engineer  Wil- 
liam F.  Wright,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jared  Day,  and  a  crew 
consisting  of  6  seamen,  8  firemen  and  coal  heavers,  ana  3  marines.  I 
sent  home  in  the  prize  the  late  master,  one  of  the  engineers,  and  one 
of  the  crew  as  witnesses.  The  Imlance  of  the  crew,  together  with  the 
person  who  claims  to  be  supercargo,  I  have  taken  on  W)ard  this  ship. 

I  have  to  state  that  no  otner  vessel  but  this  one  was  in  sight  at  the 
time  the  capture  was  made.  Mr.  Simpson  informed  me  that  he  had 
lived  twelve  years  in  Mobile,  but  claims  to  be  an  Englishman.  I  should 
have  stated  in  the  former  part  of  this  communication  that  the  Stettin 
is  an  iron  vessel  of  about  450  tons  burden. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    R.    M.    MULLANY, 

Cammander, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal^  S.  C. 


Baport  of  Acting  Yolanteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  V.  S.  bark 

Baitleii. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
B^dTs  Bay  Channd^  Saturday^  May  ^^  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4:30  a.  m.  this  morning  the 
lookout  at  the  masthead  reported  a  steamer  steering  direct  for  us,  the 
Restless  then  lyin^  in  the  cnannel  of  Bull's  Bay. 

We  set  our  ensign,  but  she  paying  no  regard  to  it,  we  tired  a  shell 
from  our  Parrott  gun,  which  fell  very  near  ner,  and  she  inuuediately 
altered  her  course  to  east. 

It  being  calm,  we  could  not  chase  her,  and  seeing  the  U.  S.  S. 
Bien/mlle  standing  toward  her,  secured  our  battery.  The  Bienville 
brought  her  to  ana  took  possession  of  her  within  5  miles  to  S.  E.  of  us. 
She  proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  St<'ttin.  I  am  convinced  that 
her  intention  was  to  have  entered  this  channel  in  the  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Com/inanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  of  the 
capture  of  the  steamer  Stettin  and  the  stranding  of  a  blockade-running  steamer  on 
Sullivan's  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Charleston,  May  ;^J,  1862. 
Sir:  At  early  dawn  of  day  yesterday,  from  the  Bienville,  Comman- 
der Mullany,  which  1  have  stationed  off  Dewees  Inlet  and  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  a  stranj.5c  vessel  was  seen,  to  which  chase 
was  given. 
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l^pun  the*  Bienville  H  approach  tlie  .strange  ve^s.sel  proved  suHpicions 
In*  \\vv  iiiovt^nieiib.  Sho  tii>^t  attomnted  to  run  ttjward  tho  kntl  to  tlie 
northwurd  of  BulT.s  Bay,  but  the  iHtnrilhi'H  course  was  clmn^ed  to 
iiit<*rcept  her.  The  .steamer  then  lowered  a  Inrnt,  in  which  three  or 
four  nensons  made  their  escape  to  the  luiid  <the  names  of  the  persons 
1  could  not  learn),  whil.st  the  ve.ssel  steamed  fiust  seaward.  The  chase 
was  of  more  than  an  hour\s  dumtion;  nor  did  the  strant^er  stop  until 
two  or  three  shots  froai  the  pivot  |^un  passed  ahead  and  astern  of  her, 

C^imniunder  MuUany  boarded  and  seized  her  as  a  [irize.  It  wa^  the 
iron-buiit  screw  steamer  Sftttin^  of  Londurj.  llcr  papers  sliowed  that 
liovd  A.  rlnhnson  was  the  master,  Init  fie  was  not  fcnind  on  board,  and 
the  vessel  was  rommanded  by  the  first  mate,  E,  L.  Kratt. 

Her  car^o  was  an  assm'ted  one,  romposed  of  salt,  saltpeter*  pigf  lead, 
i|uniine^  1  wots,  shoes,  car  iron,  luandy,  eham|>ati;ne,  t^in,  tea,  coffee^  tin 
phites,  c-lothing,  and  many  boxes,  the  contents  of  whii'h  are  unknown, 
besides  a  varielv  of  ♦>ther  things. 

Four  lumdred  and  ei*^^hty  was  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  SMtifi^ 
)ait  Eratt,  the  a<*ting  captain,  infornied  me  she  had  ijootons  of  fnnght, 
which,  at  Hull.  Englano,  cost  upward  of  l*itiO,OiH»,  and  the  vessel  her- 
self, wliii'h  WHS  })uilt  seven  months  ago,  cost  £i7,0OM.  Her  j^ajiers 
showetl  that  shc^  li'I't  HulK  Enghuid.  last  month,  liound  for  Jampico, 
took  in  coal  at  Madeira,  ran  to  B<'niiuda.  and  from  there  to  Nassau, 
The  latter  phu-e  slie  left  on  the  night  of  the  iilst  instant,  having  a 
cleamnce  for  St,  John's.  Newfoundland.  Her  acting  ca[>taiti  informed 
me  that  af>out  the  same  time  tlie  steamers  Ceellr^  Gnnhm,  Johnson^ 
and  Sfilla  were  t^j  start  for  Nassau  to  run  the  blockade  of  this  place. 
He  further  informed  me  that  I  wasfortimate  in  rapturing  the  StMln^ 
as  she  and  her  cargo  were  more  valuable  than  all  thr  othrr  four. 

A  prize  crew  was  ]mton  hoard  from  the  Hh mnUr  and  her  own  crew 
taken  out,  with  the  exceptuui  of  the  former  acting  eaptaii*  and  two 
seanieiL  and  she  left  for  New  York  yesterday  evt'ning.  Three  mari 
ners  were  also  sent  in  the  prize,  and  I  informed  thr  formrr  urting  cap- 
tain (Eratt)  that  as  ht>  was  so  anxious  to  go  to  the  North  in  the  Stttttn 
1  w  ould  jK^rmit  hint  to  do  so,  and  that  he  was  not  to  consider  himst^lf  a 
prisoner,  but  the  moment  he  spoke  to  a  huturui  InMng  on  board  other 
than  the  otiicers  he  would  violate  orders,  be  considered  a  prisoner,  and 
contined;  to  all  which  he  gave  a  most  willing  acquiescence. 

As  the  nights  are  now  nearly  nmonless  and  weather  cloudv,  every 
evening  I  detach  one  of  the  steamers  from  our  line  (s])reatling  the 
othen*  to  tilt  the  vacant  jilace)  to  c  ruise  up  and  down  oti  the  place  at  a 
di^.bince  of  \  or  b  miles  from  our  lioe  nt  \  rssels,  for  the  nurpose  of 
intercepting,  if  possible,  vessels  attempting  to  run  the  bloekude. 

During  the  past  niglit  a  strumer  succeeded  in  passing  the  blockading 
vessels  to  the  eastward  e.\ce[)t  the  Hlmd,  wdiichyou  have,  went  fietween 
tlie  Itattlesnake  Shoal  and  the  mainland,  and  to  avoid  tlie  guns  of  the 
Poiii/tnfifm^  stationed  near  the  east  end  of  Moultrie  Island,  wits  run 
iU*horc  under  tho  guns  of  Beauregard  battery  at  the  east  end  of  that 
island.  This  raorning  a  gale  is  blowintr  from  the  N,  E.,  but  the 
AutptHfa^  Commander  Farrott,  and  the  Pmyi/umta^,  Lieutenant  Com- 
nianding  Balrh,  ran  in,  )mt  owing  to  the  heavy  sw^ell  <'cndd  nf»t  succeed 
in  destroying  her  by  shelling.  Whilst  tho  Au{/iwtit  and  Ihf^thoitttw 
were  so  employed  a  rilh^d  cannon  from  a  battery  near  the  center  i>f 
Sullivan- s  Island  was  luoughr  lo  Innir  upon  them*  the  shot  from  which 
|jiis.sed  over  and   between  Ihem,  but  as  the  niin  and  mist  obscured 
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vision  it  is  supposed  tlwy  Uuju^dit  the  gun  liad  iint  sufficient  mn^eand 
ceased  tirint;.  T!ie  Atu/u^ftt  nud  PoraftMrnUw  drew  «dT  Imlf  nn  hour 
after  the  rcbeliH  eeased  tiring,  as  the  tide  was  fHlliiig  \um\  the  water 
shoaL 

The  Tuirne  nf  the  stnuided  vessel  1  <'<Hild  not,  learn,  but  .sin>po.se  her 
to  'w>  one  of  the  f*>ur  which  sturtt^d  at  the  same  time  with  the  Stettin 
from  Nas.sun  tu  run  the  l»h><'kijde  of  this  phiee. 

Durin^i:  tlie  eontinuauee  i»f  th<^  gale  of  wind  1  fuu  not  send  vessels  in 
to  shell  the  stniiith'd  steamer,  as  the  three  litrht-draft  ^unlioata  {ifm- 
dflla^  Piiiihifht,  and  (HttfWff)i\TP:  in  tin*  Stono  River  worrying  the  reljcls 
and  keeping  ojten  the  eonuuunication  froiu  sea  to  Paul  (triml>airs 
plantation,  7  (U  s  uiiles  up,  where  tlie  hard  groiiJid  couimeiiees. 

No  ofieer  couhl  he  Ix^tter  aided  in  the  labcjr  before  us  than  1  aui  by 
the  eo!nu land iug  and  other  otKcers  of  this  division  of  the  squadron 
you  have  hoiKU'ed  me  with  (In*  coinmaud  of.  Each  endeavors  to  outvie 
the  others  iu  the  good  *'ause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J»  B,  Mauchand, 
Vammunder^  etv.^  Senior  Ojfiiier, 

Flag-Olhrer  S,  F,  l>u  Pont, 

Vominandintj  Stnfth  Atiftntir  Ilfot^kadfni/  S^pmdn/n* 


Additional   report   of  Commanilor   Mareband,  H. 

Adger, 


&  KaTy,  commanding  IT.  6.  fi«  Xamet 


LL  8.  S.  James  Aik^er, 

tff  i'lutrU^tf>u,  X   <\.  May  26.  JS6id. 

Suit  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  muster  roll  of  the  ollieers 
and  crew  of  this  ship,  claiming  a  joint  -share  of  the  prize  money,  nlong 
with  the  othcers  and  crews  of  the  different  vessels  hereafter  enumer- 
ated, shtjuld  any  accrue  from  the  canture  of  the  English  steamer  Sfet- 
////,  made  on  the  morning  of  the  ^4tn  instant  by  the  W  S.  S.  HtmvUh^ 
Commander  Mullany,  and  sent  to  New  York  for  adjiidiration. 

The  vessels  jointly  acting  with  the  l^  S.  S.  Blenrtile  in  the  blockade 
of  this  place  were  the  steamers  tfame^  Adfpr^  AifffUMfa^  Ahihitma^ 
PitmhmiiaSy  Fhitifhedtf^  gunboat  Iffirmi^  shifj  Shrphrrd  Kturpj^  harks 
I?othtfci:  ami  J^e^t/fj^^^  anil  the  pilot  boat  O'.  W,  Binnt^  all  itt  sight  of 
the  position  assign eil  to  the  lU^HpiUr  in  the  line  of  blockade.  At  the 
same  time  the  gunboats  i^naddht,  Ptmhinft^^nA  Ottnwa^  belonging 
also  to  the  bhn'kjiding  f<>rces  off  this  plnce,  wim'c  in  the  Stono  River,  7 
iirdes  to  the  s<nithward,  but  still  %vithin  sight  of  our  line  of  vessels. 

The  capture  was  made  out  of  siirht.  ('oomiander  Mullany  said,  of 
any  of  the  above-named  vessels,  although  the  couuuander  of  the  Rtfe- 
hnvk^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Trundy,  asserts  that 
it  was  done  in  view  of  his  ship,  then  nt  anchor  in  our  blockading  line 
bef<jre  ( ■harleston,  S.  C.  The  grounds  upon  which  1  have  been  solic- 
ited to  claim  the  StMln  \\s  a  joint  cM|>ture  of  the  s<iuadron  are: 

Fiivst,  The  BirninUe  belonged  to  and  was  in  her  assigned  stiition  in 
the  line  of  Idockade  within  sight  of  the  other  blockading  vessels  except 
the  gunboats  in  the  Stono  River. 

Second.  Had  it  been  sufficiently  day  I  ight,  the  bhickadi  ng  vessels,  other 
than  those  in  the  Stono  River,  wrjuld  have  seen  the  Ble/wiUc  leave  her 
anchorage  in  chase. 
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Third,   Althoug:h  the  capture  was  made  beyond  sight,  tht?  t'ha*>e  was 
conmiem^t^d  withrn  seeing  distanee. 

Fourth.  The  eapture  w^as  made  within  the  limits  assigned  to  the 
Ijloekading  forees  before  on uuie rated. 

Fifth,  That  no  other  vessel  eould  Tx^  detached  in  pursuit  without 
impairint^  the  effieienev  of  the  bhiekade  of  this  plaee. 
H        Under  int'ernational  law  and  deei.sions  of  eourt.s  of  adiiiiralt}^  other 
I     rea^sons  mi^rht  he  assigned  for  considering  the  ease  a  Joint  capture  of 
the  sqnadnju  here,  but  the  otHcers  and  erews  of  the  before-mentioned 
vessels  hav^e  f  idl  reliance  in  your  ju-stice,  as  they  are  at  a  distance,  and 
look  to  3'ou,  sir,  alone,  as  their  protector  and  friend, 
^^».  I  am,  eir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^Hp  J.  R,  Mahchand, 

^^^^  Cmnmander  and  Senior  OJicvr. 

^^^  Hon.  Gi-DEON  Welles, 

1  —"■'-"■■ 
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Addition*!  report  of  Commander  MttUany,  XT.  S.  Navy,  oommimdiiig  U,  S.  B.  Bienville* 
endoiing  statementi  of  o&oeri 

U*  S.  S,  Bienville, 

Of  Chm'J^tmi,  S,  a.  May  i?7,  1S62. 

Sn^:  Since  my  communication  of  the  24th  wji8  forwarded  to  tho 
Ik'purtment,  acquainting  it  with  the  circumstances  attending  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  screw  steamer  Stettin^  some  additional  facts  have 
been  olitairied  from  the  officers  and  crew  wliich  Ix^ar  upon  the  case. 

I  beg  to  eiudose  the  stateuients  of  Lieutenant  Benhani,  Acting  Mas- 
ter Frank  Smith,  and  Paymaster  Goodwin  in  relation  to  tlie  matter. 

The  Stdtin  is  an  iron  screw  steamer,  of  aljout  450  tons  measure- 
ment; wan  originally  brig-rigged,  without  any  Innvsprit.  At  the  time 
of  capture  she  had  no  spai*??  standing  but  her  two  lower  masts;  all  the 
other  spars  had  been  sent  down  and  the  sails  unbent. 

She  was  painted  lead  color.  One  of  the  crew  who  went  to  New 
York  in  the  steamer  informed  me  that  the  boat  which  left  the  Stettin 
and  escaped  on  shore  was  lowered  from  the  port  side  of  the  vessel, 
and  was  called  the  life  boat,  and  that  three  English  gentlem»^n  went 
on  shore  in  her;  indeed,  most  of  the  crew  admitted  that  their  destina- 
tion was  Charleston, 

I  have  just  learned  from  Conimauder  Marehand,  senior  officer 
present,  that  the  oflieers  and  4*rews  of  the  ships  engaged  in  the  block- 
ade off  this  jmrt,  have  preferred  a  claim  for  a  share  in  the  captures 
made  on  the  24th  and  27th  instant  by  this  ship  in  case  the  vesself^  are 
condemned. 

The  crew  and  ofticers  of  thi^  ship  have  requested  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  case,  and  1  most  respectfully  appeal  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  protect  them  in  what  they  deem  their  just  right  to  the  whole 
of  the  prot*eeds  accruing  from  the  captures  (exclusive  of  the  pro|X)r- 
tion  the  Gov^ernment  is  entitled  to)^  in  ca^ie  the  vessels  are  eonaemned, 
and  excepting  the  two  instances  named  in  my  letter  to  the  Department 
of  this  day's  dat^,  in  relation  to  the  Patrm,  no  other  vessel  being  in 
sight  at  tte  time  tlie  prizes  were  discovered  or  the  capturci^  umde. 
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I  attribute  our  success  in  capturing  the  Stettin  and  Patras^  with 
their  valuable  cargoes,  to  the  extreme  vigilance^  of  m^  officers  and 
crew,  and  trust  that  their  claims  in  these  cases  will  receive  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANT, 

Ocnmncmder. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Send  district  attorney  such  copies  as  may  be  useful.  Protect  tjio 
rights  of  officers  and  crew  of  Bienville  in  regard  to  prize  money,  etc, 

Gideon  Wellbs. 

[Enclcwuie  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  (7.,  May  «7,  186£. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  cull  your  attention  to  the  following  facts  concerning 
the  prize  steamer  Stettin,  which  have  been  elicited  since  her  crew  were 
transferred  to  this  ship: 

The  Stettin  left  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  the  intention  of  run- 
ning the  blockade  of  this  port.  If  that  object  had  been  successfully 
accomplished,  one  of  her  officers  was  to  receive  £100  and  each  of  the 
crew  a  smaller  sum;  the  amount  for  the  captain  is  variously  given  at 
from  £250  to  £400. 

When  captured,  an  erroneous  rate  of  chronometer  was  assiraed  as 
a  reason  for  her  being  so  near  the  coast.  I  have  ascertained  that  her 
chronometer  was  taken  on  board  H.  6.  M.  ship  Bulldog  at  Nassau  and 
the  error  established,  and  the  rate  was  ascertained  by  observations 
taken  bv  the  chief  mate  before  her  departure  and  found  to  be  four- 
teen and  three-tenths  seconds  fining;  the  fonner  rate  was  eight  sec- 
onds, gaining.  The  rate  obtained  at  Nassau  and  brought  up  at  the 
time  of  her  capture  differs  but  little  from  that  ascertainea  by  compari- 
son with  our  own  chronometer  on  that  da}',  and  proves  that  this  protest 
is  unfounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Naby. 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

r.  <^.  *y.  Bienville. 

P.  S. — The  above  facts  were  obtained  from  an  officer  of  the  Stettin. 

A.  E.  K.  Beniiam. 

[Euclosure  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  May  27.  186^. 

Sir:  The  following  information,  obtained  from  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  steamer  StMm,  may  be  of  importance  to  the  interest  involved  in 
the  capture.     I  deem  it  my  duty  therefore  to  place  it  at  your  disposal. 

She  has  on  board  a  valuable  cargo,  composed  chiefly  of  the  following 
items:  Saltpeter,  pig  lead,  20,000  ounces  of  quinine  (in  1-ounce  bottles), 
40  tons  of  cognac  brandy,  1,000  bags  of  coflfee,  a  large  invoice  of  teas, 
boxes  of  shoes,  a  general  assortment  of  English  dry  goods,  etc. ,  mak- 
ing a  general  total  of  ()00  tons  of  cargo. 

bhe  was  partly  laden  in  England,  from  whence  she  sailed  on  or  about 
April  1,  1862,  having  tiles  of  the  London  Times  up  to  March  30. 
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On  her  way  out  sht'  first  touched  at  Madeira,  and  luany  of  her  crew 
obtained  there  feather  tlowern  and  ornamented  Imskets,  known  to  bo 
^of  Madeim  fabrieation. 

She  next  went  to  Bernnida,  Her  pivssen^er,  Mr.  Shupson,  and  her 
mate.  Mr,  Malam,  both  speak  of  intidliffeTjee  they  receivea  at  Bernjuda. 
8he  finally  sailed  from  Nassau,  New  Providi'nce,  on  the  2^>{h  uv  21st 
of  May;  erossed  the  (lulf  Stream,  steaudng  northwestward,  while 
if  bound  to  St.  John's,  [NewfoundhindJ,  .she  would  ha%^e  been  steered 
mu'theiistwHrd,  to  pass  Cap<^  Hattenis. 

She  sent  down  at  nijjfht  her  yards,  sails,  and  topmasts,  and  painted 
every  exposed  |»art  a  dull  ^my  or  lead  color,  so  as  to  enable  them  the 
bottler  to  escape  detet  tion  while  running**  the  blockade  otf  Cliaileston, 
and  arrived  off  Cape  Komain  on  the  afternoon  of  May  2*A,  aFt<  r  dark 
of  that  evening.  They  stood  to  westward  fur  the  entrarn^e  of  Kattle- 
8nake  Cbumel,  leading  to  the  ^biflitt's  Channel.  At  1:8U  a.  m.  of  the 
24th,  tindintr  themselves  in  less  than  4  fathoms  water,  they  supposed 
they  were  inside  of  the  blockading  shipi^,  to  westward  of  Itiittlesnake 
Shoal,  and  hauh?d  up  W.  S,  W.  to  follow  the  Maffitt's  Channel,  liut 
coming  suddenly  in  sight  of  one  of  our  vessels  (they  say  the  bark 
Jioehuck)^  the  discovery  embarra^ssed  them  and  they  stood  back 
"E.  N.  E.,  supposing  they  were  running  liaok  along  the  beach  to  the 
aorthward  anu  eastward.  At  daylight  thev  had  reached  Ca|M>  Ri»main, 
off  w^hieh  poiirt  we  discovered  them,  and  gave  chase,  ctmu^  up,  and 
captured  them.  When  tlit\v  lieeanie  assured  their  capture  was  prob- 
able, a  boat  was  lowered  and  three  gentleuien,  together  with  a  C'harles- 
t<.ui  pilot,  took  to  it  and  made  their  escape  to  the  shore,  the  steamer 
a^si^ti ng  them  by  hauling  up  and  running  to  the  southward  to  draw 
us  after  her,  so  as  t^j  favor  their  escape.  This  information  having 
heen  voluntarily  given,  I  think,  and  in  fact  feel  well  assured,  it  can 
be  substantially  proved  by  their  t-e^^timony  before  the  (*ourt. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

FiLiiNK  Smith, 
Acilmj  Master. 

Commander  J.  K.  M,  Mullaxy. 

[Eiidosiire  a.] 

U.  8.  S.  BiKNVILLK, 

Of  CImrkMmi,  S.  C,  May  27.  186^. 
Sir:  The  following  itiformation  in  relation  to  the  prize  st4?aTrier 
fSMtf'n  was  coumumicated  to  me  by  an  officer  of  ^aid  steanu^r,  Thiuk- 
ifig  it  of  service  to  the  GovernTnent,  1  have  thought  it  fit  and  proper 
to  communicate  it  to  you  for  such  disjiosition  as  yon  may  think  proper, 
vh'.  Said  officer  stated  that  the  vessel  started  from  England  with  the 
intention  of  running  the  bkx'kade.  He  called  ujxin  an  insurani'e 
company  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  private  effects  insured.  When 
he  stated  the  name  of  the  vessel  they  refused  to  insure  at  any  rate. 
Her  color  was  black;  her  3'ards  and  mast  were  np  until  she  came  oji 
jur  coast*  when  they  were  all  sent  down,  and  she  w^us  painted  lead 
>lor,  t-o  which  said  officer  protested,  as  he  thought  that  would  be 
evidence  against  them.  When  they  neared  Charleston  the  captain 
wished  said  officer  to  pilot  her  in.  He  refused  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it,  as  ho  was  certain  if  seen  her  appearance  would  I'ondemn 
her.  At  one  time  they  were  close  into  BolTs  Bay,  htit  ran  out,  as 
then*  wa8  no  good  place  to  land  cargo.  When  they  disco\'ered  we 
were  after  them  the  i^aptain  ordered  a  V)oat  lowered,  and  four  pas- 
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sengcrs  started  in  her  for  shore.  One  was  a  Mr.  Hilton,  an  English- 
man, engaged  to  marry  a  lady  in  Alabama;  the  other  three  said  to  be 
English  capitalists  and  speculators.  Said  oflScer  protested  against 
boat  leaving,  as,  with  her  appearance  and  this  act,  was  satisfied  it 
would  condemn  her.  Upon  our  l)oarding  the  vessel  said  officer 
burned  a  valuable  book  that  contained  a  full  account  of  the  passage, 
etc.,  for  fear  of  the  evidence  it  contained.  The  oiptain  was  in  pos- 
session of  charts  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  with  the  location  of 
each  vessel  of  the  stone  fleet  marked  thereon,  etc.  He  thinks  they 
were  destroyed,  as  they  could  not  be  found  upon  our  taking  posses- 
sion. The  captain  was  to  receive  £250,  said  officer  £100,  each  of  [the] 
crew  (he  thinks)  £20,  and  supercargo  £1,000. 

The  supercargo  said  he  expected  to  realize  enough  from  the  sales  of 
cargo  to  pay  the  principal  and  $25,000  freight  money,  and  from  the 
profits  left  to  load  her  with  cotton.  These  calculations  were  fre- 
quently made  on  their  way  from  England  while  sitting  in  the  cabin. 

Supercargo  offered  $7,(X)0  for  a  pilot  while  at  Nassau,  but  could  not 
get  one. 

Supercargo  left  the  South  last  December  and  was  a  resident  of 
Mobile,  Ala.,  having  resided  there  a  long  time;  is  an  Englishman  by 
birth. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  Wm.  Wallace  Goodwin, 
Actinff  Assistant  JPa^naster, 

J.  R.,M.  MuLlJiNY, 

Cmainander^  U,  S.  S.  BiimmU'C, 


Emja{i(ntumt  hei/mm^i  thv,    U.   S,   aS,   finadilla  and  Confederate  Si^iteB 
floatiiuj  hitttfry  In  SUmo  J{lveT\  South  Carolina^  May  26^  1862p 

B«port  of  Commander  Karchand,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmittiiig  report 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  CharleMon,  May  26,  1862. 
Siii:  Hen* with  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  communic^ation  from 
Lieutenant  Omitimtiding  (>)llins,  of  the  UnadiUa^  senior  officer  in  the 
Stono  Uiver,  Miinouiicing  that  th<»,  three  gunboats,  Unadilla,  Pemhiim^ 
and  Ottatm.^  an*  in  a  tigljt  pliwe.  As  it  is  nearly  dark,  I  will  not  be 
able  to  reinforci*,  \\w.\\\  to-day,  but  to-morrow  will  send  the  Huron 
over  th<»,  Stono  Ikr.  Shouhl  it  \m\  convenient,  it  would  be  desirable 
to  have  more  light-rjraft  sU^auKTs  in  the  Stono  River  to  hold  it  against 
the  ejiemy's  approai'hcs,  not  only  by  the  main  channel,  but  the  streams 
]mtting  into  it,  {Nirticuhirly  when^  the  rel)els  had  placed  a  floating  bat- 
tery that  annoy(»(i  our  gunboats,  as  represented  ny  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding OollitiH.  The  hitt4*r-mentioned  stream  is  too  shoal  for  our 
gunboats;  hence  the  (»riemy  may  have  conunand  of  the  river  below  the 
old  fort. 

The  400  contralninds  an*.  (|uite  an  annoyance,  as  the  only  place  they 
can  be  landed  within  protection  of  our  guns  is  approachable  by  the 
enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  H.  March  AND, 
Cnnunandrr  and  Senior  Officer, 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  K.  Dii  Pont, 

Conunandiny  South  Attandr  lUm^kadhuj  S<piadro7}. 


^ 


^ 
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rUNBOAT 

iimo  Rmer,  South  Carolina^  May  25,  1S02. 
'Sir:  TIiim  day  u  rebel  HtoHimn-  made  lier  Jippt^arttnco  iii  this  river 
between  tho  pliuitutioiii^  of  Mi\  Psiul  iiiid  Mr.  TliniiiH>i  Grinilmll,  whirh 
thin  vessel,  aeetHiipiiiiied  by  the  P*  uthina^  drove  oil  Ivy  niiriviu^  up 
between  the  twu  |>la(itiit!otis  und  tiring  u  few  shots  froui  our  fore- 
castle t^uns. 

She  hiid  in  tow  what  upv^eared  to  be  a  large  flat  hulk  or  floating 
battery,  whieh  she  ti^wed  up  the  river  Kome  miles  out  of  our  reach  ana 
anehored,  after  whirh  she  came  down  again,  keeping  just  out  of  reaeh 
of  our  shot. 

On  passing  dtjwn  through  the  liari'ier  we  discovered  a  new  floating 
batten'  beuriny'  N.  E.  by  Fl  from  it,  We  anchored  and  tired  two  XI- 
int'li  sliells  witii  Ifi-seeond  fuzes,  whirh  was  instantly  replied  to  with 
three  guns,  and  a,s  soon  as  they  eould  reload  with  three  more.  Two 
of  the  latter  (one  of  whieh  I  judged  to  be  a  heavy  rifle)  passed  over  uh, 
w^hih'  our  shells  fell  shtirt. 

I  then  got  luiderway  and  ran  down  to  the  point  near  the  junction 
of  the  Kiawah  with  this  river^  where  the  PeitJnmi  bad  arrived  some 
time  Ijefore,  and  where  the  (Htawa  had  been  left  a.s  a  guard  ff)i'  about 
400  jiegroes,  who  have  sought  our  protection. 

I  send  this  to  request  that  3'ou  will  have  additional  gunboats  and 
with  heavy  rifles  ei[ual  to  those  of  the  enemy  sent  in  here  as  early  as 
pmetieablc,  if  viai  wish  us  to  retain  po8ses.sion  of  the  place. 

My  opinion  is  that  all  these  boats  should  he  withdrawn,  unless  it  is 
intended  to  rjeeupy  the  shore. 

Yesterday  we  mirned  one  of  the  bridges  between  the  two  fort^ — the 
one  nearest  to  the  lower  one,  To-niorrow  1  shall  destroy  all  of  the 
combustible  portions  of  the  lower  fort. 

Ten  marines  for  each  of  these  vesnels  would  be  verv  desimble  for 
shore  pickets. 

I  am.  sir,  \ory  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Ci/mrmmdin^, 

Captain  J,  B.  Makchand^ 

Ui*  the  Setilm'  Nmnd  Officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Bri^ftdier- General  Oist  C.  8.  Army. 

IIraixjuartkks  James  Island  and  Dkpendencies, 

SeeemuminJIe^  S,  C.^  Maij  L^J,  isG^i — H  p,  m. 
Sir;  T  have  the  honor  to  report  the  only  oecurreiu^e  of  interest  after 
the  departure  to-day  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding: 

Captain  Borrneaifs  gunboat  was  left  by  the  ;Jiteauier  i%:sterf!eld  at 
the  }>ridge  l)etween  Dixon's  and  James  islands  this  morning.  The 
enemy  perceiving  the  steamer  Chenter field  as  she  wan  placing  Captiiin 
Bonneau's  gunb*>at  in  |>osition,  fired  into  her  and  intlii'ted  a  slight 
injury.  The  captain  of  the  ( '/trsterpWd  immediately  left  Captain  Boti- 
neuu'g  boat  and  iiin  otf  to  Secession vi lie.  On  my  arrival  here*  about 
5  p.  m.,  I  ordered  the  Cht^Urfieid  back  to  bring  oft'  the  ganl>oat.  Cap* 
tuin  Bonneau,  being  left  at  the  bridge,  was  directed  to  return  the 
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enemy's  fire,  but  not  to  fire  first  The  enemy's  ganboats,  in  passing 
the  opening  between  Dixon's  and  James  islands,  discovered  and  open^ 
fire  on  Captain  Bonneau's  boat.  The  fire  was  promptly  returned  by 
Captain  Bonneau.  The  enemy  fired  some  five  or  six  shots.  Captain 
Bonneau  some  fifteen,  when  the  enemy  retired  toward  Cole's  Island, 
out  of  sight  and  out  of  range.  Captain  Bonneau  is  confident  that  he 
struck  the  enemy's  boat  twice;  his  own  boat  was  untouched.  Colonel 
Stevens  reports  that  Captain  Bonneau  and  his  men  handled  their  guns 
with  great  accuracy  and  behaved  with  admirable  coolness.  After  the 
enemy's  boats  had  retired  the  Chesterfield  went  down  and  brought  oflf 
our  boat.  I  have  directed  Captain  Bonneau  to  resume  his  rormer 
position  near  Morris  Island. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Gist, 
Brlyadier-Oeneral^  Qmimaiiding, 

Captain  Leo.  D.  Walker, 

Amistant  Adjutant'  General. 


Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Cambria^  off  Charleston^  S.  C,  May 

26,  1862. 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pcxrt  Royal  IFarhar,  S.  C,  May  26,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Conunand- 
ing  J.  Downes  of  the  capture  by  the  Huron  of  the  English  steamer 
Cambria,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston. 

On  the  same  day  the  BtenvilU  captured  another  steamer,  called  the 
Stettin,  the  particulars  of  which  Commander  Mullany  will  inform  you. 

I  have  also  been  informed  that  the  rebel  steamer  Kate  was  this 
morning  chased  on  shore  by  the  Augxcsta,  and  that  the  Pocahontas  was 
engaged  in  shelling  her,  but  I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  details.  I 
have  sent  all  available  vessels  off  the  port  of  Charleston,  and  trust 
that  more  of  the  steamers  which  are  said  to  be  on  their  way  there  will 
fall  into  our  hands. 

The  prize  steamer  Cambria  proceeds  to  Philadelphia  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  George  E.  Belknap,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Hv/ron, 
with  twenty  men  from  that  vessel. 

I  have  also  placed  on  board  of  her,  as  second  in  command,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  Budd,  who  returns  to  the  North  to  await 
further  orders  from  the  Department,  there  being  no  vessel  in  this 
squadron  to  which  I  could  assign  him. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  James  M.  Adams,  detached  from  the  Pocor 
hontas,  takes  charge  of  the  engines  of  the  prize,  assisted  by  Acting 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  [H.  A.]  Boyd,  late  of  the  Madgie,  whose 
resignation  was  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  mail  of  the  10th 
instant  with  my  approval.  They  will  report  their  arrival  at  Phila- 
delphia to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navj'  by  letter.  Mr.  Adams 
returns  for  his  examination.  I  have  to  request  that  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Ihcron  in  charge  of  the  prize  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  prac- 
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ticable.     The  necessity  of  plaeiuj^  a  strong  force  on  l>oaixl  the  prices 

E makes  a  serious  inroad  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  ships. 
Very  respectfuHv,  your  otedient  servant, 
S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer^  Comd<}.  South  AtlanUc  Bloekadmg  Sfimdnm, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  J\V//v/,  \V(mhington, 


Biport  of  Lieutenant  Downof,  U.  S>  H&vy,  commanding:  ¥.  B.  B.  Hnron. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Pmi  Royal,  May  ^G,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  British 

steamer  Vambrla  this  da}"  at  9:10  a.  ul,  after  a  chase  of  ab^ut  four 

houi*s,  from  oH'  Char!estc>n,  into  which  place  she  was  atteniptinff  an 

i  entrance  J»y  the  Ijjiwford  Channel  at  the  time  she  was  made  out  by 
this  vessel  at  h  a.  m.,  wr  heintf  at  the  time  anchored  a  littlr*  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  that  (  hamicl,  I  at  once  slipped  my  chain 
and  ran  for  her,  when,  after  making  one  moi'e  attempt  to  rtnd  the 
channel  without  avail,  she  bore  off  to  the  s< nit h ward  and  westward 
under  all  sail  and  steani. 
I  followed  in  chase  under  all  the  sail  1  (*uuld  t-rowd,  wet  down,  and 
all  steiim. 

Her  crew  consists  all  told  of  23,  including  the  captain,  "J  mates,  and 
3  engineers,  aiul  there  were  5  passengers  on  board,  all  ^»onnd  to  New 
Orleans,  by  their  own  stateni?nts. 

The  vessel  is  from  Liverpool,  England,  via  Nassau.  The  cargo 
consist;^  of  rifles,  saltpeter,  muslins,  medicines,  and  hardware,  the  arti- 
cles contraband  of  war  having  been  taken  in  at  NiLs>?au,  according  to 
the  bills  of  lading  and  the  account  of  the  captain,  who,  with  the  others, 

k  confess  that  their  object  was  to  run  the  blockade,  though,  indeed, 
their  movements  and  position  when  discovered  left  no  doubt  of  their 
object. 

As  the  chase  brought  me  into  close  vicinity  of  Port  Royal,  and  the 

Erize  requires  a  supply  of  coal  to  enable  lier  to  make  the  passage 
ome,  1  concluded  to  bring  her  in  here. 

From  information  derived  from  the  captain  and  others  of  the  prize, 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that  a  Heet  of  steamers,  amounting  to  ten  by 

Pfiome  accounts  and  eight  by  others,  are  now  on  their  w^ay  for  the  port 
of  Charleston  and  many  of  them  are  now  off  that  port. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  Nrnkmlle  is  now  in  Nassau  and  has 
changed  her  name  to  Thoman  L.  Wragg* 

By  the  Augusta^  which  vessel  came  up  a  short  time  after  the  cap- 
ture of  the  CanthrUi  was  etfected,  I  liear  that  the  steamer  Kate  is  now 
on  the  bar  off  Charleston,  having  been  run  ashore  liy  the  ^lr^f/*^^7f/ dur- 
ing the  last  night  whilst  attemi>ting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  the 
blockading  squadron  were  attempting  her  destruction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lienien ant^  Cmn  m andimj. 
'on.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sccrttury  of  the  Navy^  Washing (4 m^  I),  C\ 
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Beport  of  Comnuuider  Karohand,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  1. 1.  JamM  Adger. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Charl^ton,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  accompanying  com- 
munications in  relation  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Stono  River 
will  compel  me  to  send  the  Augusta  to  Port  Royal  at  early  daylight 
to-morrow  morning. 

We  are  much  crippled  for  want  of  vessels  and  particularly  [those]  of 
light  draft. 

To-day  the  Hunm  left  in  chase  of  a  vessel,  and  I  have  been  informed 
by  Commander  Parrott  that  she  has  gone  to  Port  Royal,  I  having  pre- 
viously intended  sending  her  to-morrow  morning  to  aid  the  other 
giinl>oats  in  Stono  River. 

At  daylight  this  morning  a  steamer  attempted  to  run  into  Stono 
Inlet,  but  finding  the  place  m  our  possession,  she  hauled  up  and  stood 
for  the  Lawford  Channel.  The  liuroii  and  Shepliei^d  Knapp  being  at 
anchor  off  the  main  Ship  and  Lawford  channels,  caused  her  to  run 
seaward.  The  strange  steamer  was  in  sight  of  the  blockading  vessels 
off  this  place;  the  nearest  one,  being  the  Huron^  gave  chase,  and  mak- 
ing the  usual  signal  by  firing  guns  that  she  was  not  able  to  manage 
the  case  herself,  I  authorized,  oy  signal.  Commander  Parrott,  in  the 
Augusta^  to  aid  in  the  chase. 

To-night  the  Augusta  returned  and  Commander  Parrott  reported 
that  after  the  Huron  and  Augicsta  had  chased  the  stranger  nearlv  off 
Port  Royal  Inlet  she  was  boarded  and  captured  by  the  Huron^  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Downes. 

The  name  of  the  captured  vessel  to-day  is  the  Cambria,  under  English 
papers,  bound  from  Nassau  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandmg  South  Atlantic  Bl^lcading  Squadron, 


Letter  ftrom  Flag-OiBcer  Dn  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  oommandant  navy  yard  Philadelphia, 
regarding  payment  of  priie  orew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  27,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  the  assistant  engineer  and 
firemen  of  the  steamer  Camhria,  seized  for  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  that  if  they  continue  their  duty  as  such  until 
the  vessel  arrives  at  the  navy  yard  that  they  shall  be  paid  in  accordance 
with  the  rates  entered  below. 


Names. 


Chief  Engineer  Alexander  Shaw 

Second  Kngineer  William  KichardHon  . 

Third  Engineer  James  Johnson 

Fireman  Samuel  Anderson 

Fireman  John  Welsh 

Fireman  William  Downie 

Fireman  James  Fee 

Fireman  Thomas  Butler 

Fireman  John  Houston 


Rate  of  pay 
per  day. 


$1.00 
8.00 
8.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.0^ 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
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As  it  is  im|K>s.si}*Io  to  furntsb  the  prize  with  similar  persons  without 
^reat  di'triinent  to  the  public  service,  urn}'  I  ask  thut  the  piii'ties  a^xive 
referred  to  lie  paid  in  aeeordtinee  with  this  unft voidable  armtigeraeut, 
and  for  which  1  will  be  fully  respou^sible. 

ReH|>eetfully,  etc,     "  S,  F*  Dr  Pont, 


Flag-Officer  Pendekoraht, 

Vommanding  U.  S.  JVava/  Stntlmu  Phihulelphia. 


Flag'Ojficm\ 


Additiotimt  report  of  Commander  Marohand,  IT.  8>  llavy,  commanding  W.  B.  8.  James  Adger. 

U.  S-  S.  Jame8  Adoer, 
Of  CharleMon,  S\  (',,  Mai/  ^7.  ISG^, 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  send  jou  a  muster  roll  of  the 
officers  and  erew  of  this  ship  cdaiming  a  joint  share  of  the  prize 
money,  should  any  accrue^  froui  the  captur(3  of  the  Ent^lisli  Bteanu^r 
Otmf/r*t\t^  inndi*  on  the  inornin^r  of  the  iitUh  instant  by  the  l\  S*  gun- 
boat llfirtnu  Lieutenant  (  ouunanding  Downes,  along  with  the  officers 
and  crows  of  the  ditTerent  vessels  hereafter  enuuiemted. 

On  the  ii*Uh  instant  the  following  vessels  were  acting  jointly  in  the 
blockade  of  this  place,  viz:  The  steamers  Jawe^  -^%<^»  Augusta, 
Alnhamdj  I^K'ti/t^/jifa^^  and  Fhimheajf;  gunboats  Huron^  (madilltiy 
jpenihirui,,  and  (Htauja;  ship  Shepherd  luuijtp;  barks  Iioehn<*k  vxnA  RtM* 
lesa^  and  pilot  boat  Bhmt^  in  sight  of  the  |30sition  assigned  to  the 
JhiTon  by  Tue  in  the  Hue  of  blockade.  The  gunboats  rnadtUa^  Pern- 
hina^  and  Ottuwa  were  in  Stono  River  within  sight  of  our  line  of 
vessels. 

At  early  daybght  on  Monday  morning,  the  '20th  instant,  the  steamer 
Camhria  attempted  to  pass  into  Stono  Inlet,  but  Hading  our  vessels 
there,  stood  for  the  Lawford  Channel,  but  seeing  our  Ime  of  block- 
ading vessels,  uttempted  to  escape  seaward,  when  the  gunboat  /ii//v>//, 
nearest  to  her  in  our  lines,  started  in  chase,  and  hred  the  usual  num- 
ber of  guns  as  a  signal  that  she  was  not  able  to  manage  the  case  herself, 
and  by  signal  from  the  senior  officer  present  the  sUniii\ev  AKfjiOiftf^ 
CVmunander  Parrott,  was  permitted  to  assist  in  the  <4iase.  The  Cambria 
was  captured  by  the  gunlxmt  JIan*ff  some  20  or  30  miles  from  this 
place  and  a  short  distance  from  the  Afffjnsfa,  assisting  in  the  pursuit. 
The  Huron  was  in  sight  of  all  the  squadron  at  the  time  she  started  in 
chase,  with  the  exception,  possildv,  of  the  BiefivHle^  Re^ti^nH,  and 
/;,  ir  lilunL 

I  have  been  solicited  to  claim  the  (Mmhrta  as  a  joint  t^apture  of  the 
ijqu^dron  before  Charleston,  8.  C. ,  upon  the  following  grounds: 

First.  The  gunboat  Jlt/rfm^  before  and  at  the  time  of  commencing 
the  chase,  was  in  her  assigned  position  in  the  line  of  blockade,  in  sight 
of  the  other  blockading  vessels,  including  the  gunboats  in  the  Stono 
River. 

Second.  The  ship  Shepherd  Knapp  fired  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  squadron  to  the  mass  of  black  smoke  wiiich  issued  from  the  smoke- 
stack of  the  Caifdtria.  The  squadron  conse(|uently  saw  the  gunboat 
Jfunm  leave  her  anchorage  in  chase,  although  the  capture  was  made 
beyond  sight. 


i 
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Third.  The  other  vessels  could  not  have  gone  in  pursuit  without 
impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 

Fourth.  That  although  the  capture  was  made  beyond  sight  the  chase 
was  commenced  within  seeing  distance. 

Other  reasons  could  be  given,  but  those  presented  are  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  the  present,  and  in  presenting  this  the  officers  and  crews  of 
the  several  vessels  enumerated  feel  bound  to  believe  that  your  sense  of 
justice  will  cause  this  document  to  be  brought  forward  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  court  before  which  the  case  of  the  Cambria  will  be 
brought  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  M ARCHAND, 

Ci>mmaiuler  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WafthingUm^  1).  C. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Bownea,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  TJ.  1. 1.  Huron 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Port  Royal,  S,  C,  September  W,  1862. 
Sir:  In  my  report  of  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Cambria  on  the  26th 
of  May,  bearing  same  date,  I  stated  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Aiigusta  came 
up  shortly  after  the  capture,  and  in  my  letter  from  the  Stono  River, 
dated  June  12,  I  informed  you  that  the  sails  of  the  Avgmta  were  in 
sight  some  12  miles  distant  at  that  time. 

1  have  since  been  apprised  of  a  claim  having  been  entered  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  AuguHta  to  a  share  in  that  capture,  which  claim, 
in  behalf  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew,  1  herewith  respectfully  protest 
against  on  the  ground  that  she  was  far  out  of  signal  distance  at  the  * 
time  of  our  bringing  the  Cavubrki  to  and  seizing  her. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se<.Tetary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Order  of  Flag-  Offi/^er  Du  Pont,,  U.  8.  Navy,,  to  Commander  Prentiss^ 
U,  S.  Nax^y,,  to  dispatch  the  U,  S,  S.  Noncich  to  Charleston,  S.  (7., 
for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  May  26,  18S2. 
Sir:  Please  send  the  Nbrwioh  at  once  to  Charleston  to  report  to  the 
senior  officer  there  for  blockading  duty. 

A  fleet  of  ten  vessels  (steamers)  are  attempting  to  run  the  blockade 
there.     We  have  taken  three  and  hope  to  get  the  whole  of  them. 
RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offiee)\ 
Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

U,  S,  S,  Albatross,  Senior  Office?'  off  Georgettntm, 
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Order  of  C&mnutnder  Draytoti^    U,  &  JVavy^   to  LuHiUmunt    Clary ^ 

U.  S,  JVtiin/^  tHnnrmifuliiiff  f\  S.  S,  T>mmi^  (/ivinif  (j€7\erol  Instructions 

7*egardin(j  M<tek(ide  duty. 

U.  S.  S,  Pawnee, 
Fernnndimt,  May  m^  1S62. 

Sir:  In  making  over  to  you  the  charge  of  the  waters  at  and  about 
FenniTidiiui  I  have  no  |mrtirular  instrurtions  to  pa.ss»  Your  iluty  will 
l>e  simply  to  prp\  ent  iinHuthoi'izt^d  vessels  from  going  out  (u*  couiing 
in,  and  to  rt'n(U*r  what  assistani't*  the  army  may  le^juire  at  your  hands, 
I  h:*ave  the  sehootier  Ili'/h-  and  prize  steamer  Ihtrfhufton  to  assi,^t  in 
carrying  out  thetrc  objeetw,  St.  Mary\s  is  entirely  deserted  hy  its  inhah- 
itiiiit-^,  or  was  so  a  few  days  since,  hut  it  will  not  be  safe  for  any  of 
your  |>eople  to  land  either  there  or  anywhere  else  on  the  main  without 
great  prei-autiou  and  in  large  biidies,  as  parties  of  guerrillas  are  prowl- 
ing aKiut  in  every  direetion.  At  the  mills  on  >Jorth  Kiver,  helow  St. 
WaryX  is  a  large  ( quantity  of  lumber  whieh  can  be  brought  away 
when  required  for  public*  purposes.  A  small  schooner,  the  JA/^///y7, 
which  I  toi^k  possession  nf  in  consequence  of  her  deserti^m  by  the 
creW',  is  tilled  with  coal,  having  70  tons  on  Ixmrd.  She  will  require, 
to  keep  her  afloat,  pumping  out  twice  in  twenty -four  hours;  her  sails 
are  in  the  cahin.  On  shore  is  also  a  lot  of  coal  belonging  to  the  Navy, 
consisting  of  about  VM)  tons.  A  vessel  will  l»e  sent  jou  froui  Port 
Royal,  out  of  which  you  are  to  have  tuken  about  *iS  t4»ns  of  coal,  und 
will  then  send  her  to  the  St.  John's  River  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  .^unien,  of  the  aSV/u^^'*^?,  with  her  remaining  cargo  of  a 
hundred. 

I  leave  in  your  charge  a  house  which  was  made  over  hy  Brigadier- 
G*'nenil  Wright  to  me,  to  lx>  used  for  naval  purposes,  and  particu- 
larly as  a  hospital.  Should  any  persons  belonging  to  our  vessels  get 
sicW,  you  will  find  it  a  very  convenient  place  to  send  them. 

A  buoy,  which  is  on  the  niilroad  wharf,  should  be  put  down  in  a 
line  w^ith  Dun^^eness  house,  Mr,  Clarke,  army  pilot,  will  attend  to 
this  for  yt>u,  w  ith  the  connnanding  ofhcer  of  the  /Mrh'/ttjfofi, 

One  of  the  buovs  which  broke  adrift  some  time  since  is,  I  under- 
stand, on  the  soutliern  part  of  the  Cuml>erland  Island;  you  had  l>ett<>r 
8end  for  it. 

The  crew  of  the  DadliujtoiK  all  eontrabands,  I  transfer  to  your  ves- 
sel, i\s  well  as  one  who  is  in  charge  of  the  hospital  liuildings  and 
grounds, 

A  person  of  the  name  of  Burns  wishes  to  go  in  the  schooner  7^r/Vn^^ 
to  lialtimore:  if  he  comes  to  you  with  permission  from  Colonel  Rich, 
you  can  give  him  a  paper  of  clearance  to  the  collector  of  that  place, 
saying  that  it  iN  done  w^tth  the  consent  of  the  flag-officer. 

As  the  t*rew  of  the  Darlfttfjfofi  are  all  idrtcksi,  I  have  been  in  the 
haliit  of  always  sendint|f  on  board  of  her  when  she  would  go  on  expe- 
ditions an  engineer  and  from  ten  to  forty  armed  men,  witli  an  officer, 
for  h(M"  protection. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oljodient  servant, 

1'.   DitAYTON, 

OojiimAind'er^  SefiUn^  Offi^^er  ttt  J*WNit/td!na, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  G.  Clary, 


f^. 


S,  I/aum,  Frntttndina^ 
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Report  of  Commander  Marchand^  U,  S.  N<my^  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Jaines  Adger^  regarding  the  hlockade  runner  stranded  on  Sidlivan'*s 
Island, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Of  Oliarleston,  May  26, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  gale  of  wind  is  still  upon  us  from 
the  northeast,  the  heavy  sea  produced  by  it  preventing  our  vessels 
from  approaching  and  shelling  the  steamer  forced  to  run  ashore  yes- 
terday morning  by  the  guns  of  the  Pocahontas  and  pilot  boat  Slant 
near  Breach  Imet  at  the  east  end  of  Moultrie  Island  m  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade,  of  which  I  informed  you  yesterday.  The  enemy 
are  working  hard  discharging  the  cargo. 

This  afternoon  the  PocaJuyiitas  approached  as  near  as  the  shoal  water 
would  peinnit  and  threw  a  number  of  projectiles,  but  which  did  not 
prevent  the  enemy  from  continuing  to  land  the  cargo,  as  they  seem- 
ingly walked  to  her  from  the  shore  at  low  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Comirvand^*  and  Senim*  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Corarnanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squttdron. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont^  U,  S.  Navy,,  to  Lieutenant  Woclsey, 
[J,  S,  Navy,,  commanding  U,  S,  S,  Elhni,,  to  proceed  to  Stono  River,, 
Sovth  Carolina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  llarhn\  S,  C,  May  27,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ell^i  under  your 
command  to  Stono  River  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 
or  the  senior  officer  present,  for  service  in  those  waters. 

The  AugystUj  Conunander  Parrott,  will  follow  vou.  The  channel  is 
partially  buoyed  and  13  feet  has  been  found  on  the  Stono  Bar  at  high 
water. 

Mr.  Haflfards,  the  pilot,  will  be  sent  back  to  Port  Royal  by  first 
opportunity. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
devoted  yourself  to  the  repairs  of  the  Ellm;  she  may  now  be  of 
important  service. 

RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  DuPONT, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  M.  B.  Wooijsey, 

a  S,  S.  FAlen,  Port  Royal, 


Litter  from  Flag-Officei'  Du  Pont,,  U,  S,  Navy,,  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau 
of  Ordmniei\  requesting  heavy  rifled  guns  of  long  range. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  May  27,  1862, 
Sir:  May  1  ask  the  Bureau  to  send  me,  if  possible,  some  heavy 
rifled  guns  of  long  range? 
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Yosterday  the  vessels  hlofkadiog  (jIT  Charles  ton  run  ii  steamer  on 
shore  near  Breaeh  Inlet  when  attomptintr  to  run  the  hlockacle.  The 
I*4Mmhontoj<  and  Aug  it, si  it  approached  as  near  the  coast  «is  the  draft  of 
water  would  permit,  anfl  attempted  to  destroy  her  h^^  shelling.  Vmt 
their  gims  could  not  reach,  whilst  those  of  the  rebels  on  shore  passed 
over  the  ships.  A  heavy  rifled  ^un  of  long  range  could  have  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  takiiij^^  out  any  part  of  lier  carffo. 

Three  of  the  regular  trunlKjuts  have  ent4?red  Storjo  River,  Init  have 
been  tired  upon  from  a  floating  hattery  in  a  shallow  inlet,  the  rifled 

f;uns  of  the  hattery  easily  reaching  the  guutoats,  whereas  their  guns 
ell  far  short. 

I  would  remind  the  Bureau  that  the  80-pounder  rifled  gun  was  taken 
from  this  ship  and  has  never  l>ecn  replaeed.  Can  not  the  Bureau 
supply  this  stpuid roil  with  simie  lt>0-pounder  rifled  gunsf 

1  have  received  the  couniiunication  from  the  Bureau  referring  to 
irregularities  in  returns,  etc,  and  1  now  enclose  a  general  order  issued 
by  n.e  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully,  etc. 


Oiptain  A.  A.  Hakwood, 

ChUf  of  Bureau  of  Ordmtncs^  et€. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag^Ojfixr. 


Letter  from  Fliuj'(^0<'tr  Da  Pont,  IL  S.  Snvt/^  to  /A/>  Chuf  of  Bureau 
of  Omnan^e^  requesting  ptMoh  and  cuthfjiHpii. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C.  Mat/  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Since  writing  to  the  Bureau  this  morning  I  find  we  are  very 
short  of  pistols  and  cutlasses.  The  large  number  of  the  piM'sons  ttiken 
in  prizes,  which  have  to  be  retained  on  fjoard  f>y  direction  of  the 
Department,  require  that  the  prize  crews  should  be  armed,  and  we 
can  not  take  the  anus  from  the  ships  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  A  supply  to  be  kept  ou  board  the  Vermont  would  oliviate 
this. 

Respectfullv,  ete., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Captain  A.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ord^uinm^  etc. 


Capture  of  the  BrliUh  stefmwr  Patras^  ofi*  BoITfi  Idand.,  South  Caro- 
lina, May  '27,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U,  S.  Kavy. 

Flaoship  Wabash, 
Port  Roijal  IIarhn\  S,  C,  May  28,  186^2, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  eaptture  of  another  steamer  by 
CV)mmaoder  Mullany,  of  the   Bienville^  off   BulFs   Island  yesteixiay 
morning. 

She  was  an   Ent^^lii^h   iron  serew   steamer  of  300   ton>;*  ealled  the 
Patrm.  under  eonunand  of  Kdmund  Elliott     Before  being  boarded 
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the  vessel  showed  English  colors.  Upon  enquiry,  the  captain  reported 
that  he  had  no  papers,  was  bound  to  no  particular  place,  only  "coast- 
ing along." 

The  cargo,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  officers  and  crew, 
consists  of  1,400  barrels  of  gunpowder,  50  boxes  of  arms,  1  box  of 
quinine,  10  boxes  merrhandise,  SiS  bags  of  coffee,  etc. 

She  was  sent  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Greorge  D. 
Upham,  of  the  Jmms  Adgei\  with  the  captain  and  two  of  the  crew 
witnesses;  the  rest  of  the  crew  were  brought  here  in  the  Norwich^  and 
will  be  sent  north  by  the  first  opportunity. 

A  schooner  arrived  in  port  this  evening  from  Key  West  and  reports 
the  capture  of  the  Kngli^  steamer  Circassian  by  the  Eastern  Oulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

By  reference  to  mv  list  of  suspected  vessels,  I  find  included  the 
Camhria^  Stettin^  and  Circa^uw^  out  not  the  Patras. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
FJiUj-<>jfi€«'i\  Comdif,  Smif/i  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiuidrofi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wamh  imjUm . 


Beport  of  Commandor  Marohand,  IT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Jamei  Adfi^r. 

U.  8.  S.  James  Adgeb, 
Off  Charleston,  May  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  the  BienvUle,  Commander 
Mullany,  this  morning,  off  Bull's  Island,  captured  the  English  iron 
screw  steamer  Patnis.  of  30i)  tons  burden,  under  the  conunand  of 
Edmund  Elliott. 

Before  being  boarded,  the  vessel  showed  English  colors,  and  upon 
enquiring  the  captain  reported  that  ho  had  no  papers,  was  bound  to 
noj)articular  place,  only  '•coasting  along.-' 

The  PatraMXyelowgeA  to  London,  coaled  at  Falmouth,  England,  and 
Nassau,  and  left  Havana  on  the  21st  instant. 

Her  hatches,  the  captain  says,  have  not  been  opened  since  leaving 
London,  nor  was  he  on  board  when  the  cargo  was  received. 

From  the  supercargo,  officers,  and  crew  I  learn  that  the  cargo 
consists  of  1,4<.)0  barrels  of  gunpowder,  50  boxes  of  arms,  1  box  of 
quinine,  10  boxes  of  merchandise,  848  bags  of  coffee,  etc. 

A  prize  crew  has  lx»en  put  on  lK>ard  from  the  James  Adgcr,  Key- 
stone State ^  and  Bienville  and  sent  to  New  York  under  charge  of  Act- 
ing Master  G.  D.  Upham,  of  this  ship. 

The  former  captain,  Edmund  Elliott,  and  two  seamen  were  sent  in 
her  as  witnesses.  The  former  was  infoniied  that  he  was  not  a  pris- 
oner, but  if  he  spoke  to  anyone  on  board  the  Patras  other  than  an 
oflScer  he  would  l>e  violating  orders,  become  a  prisoner,  and  confined 
under  charge  of  a  marine.  He  most  willingly  agreed  and  promised 
compliance  with  the  restrictions,  as  he  said  he  was  anxious  to  see  the 
last  of  his  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olwdieut  servant, 

J.  B.  Marghand, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandimj  South  Atlantic  Bl<K'htdln<j  Squadron, 


3,  S.   BiKNVlLI.E, 

Off  Charl^tOH,  S\  a,  Mat/ 27,  JSa'2, 

Sir:  1  iiuvr  the  honor  to  rejiort  thftt  I  captured  this  mornin^^  and 
sent  to  tlie  nort  if  New  York  thi^  iron  .screw  steiinier  /V/rtw  (a  apposed 
to  be  British),  under  the  follow  in  j^  eirciuiistaiiees: 

At  4:45  a.  nL,  wliile  rriiisiogoti'  BulTs  Lsljind,  u}M3ut  IS  miles  distant 
to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  CUiarlestoji  Bur,  dist^overed  a  steamer; 
changed  our  eourse  tii  N.  N.  Vk\  and  irave  <"huHe  at  full  speed  and 
btusted  our  colors.  Th(*  rhaso  stxKrtl  in  for  the  land  iit  foil  st>eed, 
which  was  distant  alnjut  H  inikvs.  At  o  a.  m.  t*hanged  onr  course  to 
N.  \\\  hy  W,  to  cut  off  tlie  steamer,  which  was  endeavoring  to  run 
the  blockade,  and  overhauled  her  rapidly. 

At  5: 30  a.  nu,  having  got  within  range  of  our  rilled  pivot  gun»  fired 
a  i^hot  whii'h  fell  wuthin  a  few^  yards  of  her.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
strange  steaiuer  stopped  her  engine,  when  we  discovered  she  had 
English  colors  hoisted. 

At  5:45  ft.  )iL  came  up  with  the  strange  8team(?r,  stopped  our 
engine,  lowered  a  boat,  urul  sent  Lieutenant  Benhaoi,  executive  otKcer 
of  this  ship,  in  her  with  an  armed  boat's  crew,  Acting  Master  Shef- 
field,  andTliird  Assistant  Engineei"  Fountain,  to  board  and  examine  her. 

At  6  a.  m*  Ijieutenant  Beohum  returned  and  reported  that  the  vessel 
had  no  papers.     On  deumndini>f  them  of  the  captain  he  informed  him       | 
that  he  had  no  papers,  and  said  that  he  wiis  '* coasting  along/'     The       | 
captain  also  informed  Lieutenant   Benhaiu  that  he  w^as  from  Havana       . 
and  sailed  four  or  tixe  days  ago.  j 

The  vessel  Iiils  on  her  stern  ^^  Patras^  of  London.''  She  is  im  iron  j 
screw  steamer,  schooner  rigged,  of  about  t^tJf*  torss  (English  niejisure-  , 
ment).  Her  cargo  consists  in  part  of  powder,  arms,  quinine,  and  , 
eoifee.  I 

The  captain  of  the  Patrm  subsetinently  informed  me  that  she  sailed       ' 
from  England  abiait  the  IDth  of  April,  arrived  at  Saint  Thomas  the 
li>th  of  May,  at  Havana  on  the  ITth,  and  sailed  from  the  latter  port  on       ' 
the  21st  of  May.     He  also  admitted  that  the  vessel  had  piiwder  and       \ 
arms  on  !>oard. 

She  had  on  board  a  crew  of  niaetce!!,  including  officers,  and  two 
pei"sons  calling  themselves  supercargoes. 

I  have  sent  the  prize  home  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  George  IX 
I'pham,  of  the  Jittnes  Adger  (who  was  loaned  to  me  by  Captain  Mar- 
ehand  for  the  purpose),  assisted  by  Gunner  Joseph  Smith,  of  this  i 
ship.  First  Assistant  Engineer  A.  D.  Doughis,  of  the  Jatna-'i  Adgei\ 
Third  Assist4int  Engineer  ffames  S,  Doran,  of  the  Kt^jstone  StaU^  6 
seamen^  4  tiremen  and  coul  heavers,  and  3  nnirines. 

I  have  sent  the  captain  and  two  of  the  crew  of  the  PittrtiH  to  New 
York  in  the  vessel  as  witnesses.  The  only  vessels  that  w^ere  in  sight 
when  the  capture  was  made  was  the  bark  lie^l/t^^s  anil  the  schooner 
Gtxtrtft'  ir.  Blifid^  both  of  w'hooi,  I  believe,  w^ere  at  anchor  and  took 
no  8ti*p>s  to  aid  in  the  capture  that  I  am  aware  of. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  gunner  of  this  shin  nniy  be  ordered 
back  to  her  again;  his  services  are  very  valuable  ana  much  needed  on 
board* 

I  herewith  enclose  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  thia  ship, 
with  their  ratings  attached. 
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1  Inivc  not  been  able  to  obtain  li.Hts  of  the  otficei's  of  the  bark  Be^f- 
/oiw  ttiid  sehotjopr  Gemy*'  W,  Blnnf  to  forward  with  this  coninmint^ji- 
tion,  but  will  do  so  sit  the  curliest  opporttmity. 

1  am  in  some  doubt  whether  article  7  of  the  Law8   fur  the  lietter  I 
Government  of  the  Navy  should  be  con^itnied  to  ref|U]re  of  eoinniand- 
in^  offirers  making  eaptures  the  duty  of  forwardin^j^  muster  rolls  of  ' 
other  ships  in  sight  at  the  time  of  rapture.     Will  the   Department 
please  instruet  me  on  this  suljjeet? 

'rh<^  offieers  and  erew  of  this  ship  elaim  tlmt  the  Inirk  lifMhm  and  ^ 
the  sehooner  fhorgt^  W.  Bluni  are  not  entitled  to  share  in  this  ] 
eaptui'e. 

1  refer  the  matter  to  the  deeision  of  the  Department. 

The  ehief  mate  of  the  prize  steamer  Stdtin^  now  on  }»oard  this  ship, , 
immediately  rectjgnizcd  the  PatniH  this  morning  as  a  yesse!  that  wjis 
fitting  out  in  England  to  run  the  bloekade,  and  called  one  of  the  oftieert* 
by  name  when  she  eame  near  \m  and  .seemed  well  aequaintcfl  with  him. 
1  ana,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    R.    M.    MUL1.ANY, 

Voiiifnandir, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ttfthe  Nuvy^  Wa^/mti/km^  D.  (L 


Eeport  of  Aetio-g  Volunteer  Lienlen&nt  Coiiroy,  U.  8.  Ftfy,  comm&iidmg  U.  S.  bark  B«iUets. 

U.  S.  Bare  Restless, 
RuWh  Bmi  i%Jmid.  Tm%dmj.  Maylir.  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4; 50  a.  m,,  this  morning,  a' 
steamrr  was  diseovered  about  a  mile  abeam  of  our  ship,  making  for 
this  ehanneb  emitting  a  Idaek  smoke  from  her  funneL  I  suspeeted 
her  attempting  to  run  the  bloekade.  We  tired  two  i^hells  from  our 
Parrott  gun  iind  t>ne  round  shot  from  our  forward  32|xmnder,  all  of 
whieh  fell  iji  a  direct  line  td'  and  very  near  her.  She  then  altered  her 
course  for  i'aper's  Island*  It  being  ealm,  and  she  having  a  full  head 
of  steam  on.  1  eonsidered  it  useless  to  get  underway. 

The  Bitiiriih:^  however,  came  up.  and,  tiring  at  her.  caused  her  to 
surrender  to  that  ship.     She  proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  /V^/v^y, 

T  only  regret  that  not  having  steam  power  1  have  to  foreg<:>  the 
pleasure  of  reporting  her  a  prize  to  this  ship;  however,  it  has  not  Ix^^en 
from  want  <»f  vigilance,  and,  at  all  events,  we  haye  prevented  her  from 
running  into  Ikiirs  Bay  ChanneL  Enclosed  I  forward  tu  the  De^mrt- 
n»ent  a  muster  roll  of  the  oftieers  and  erew  of  the  R*^'<flf'm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resix'ctfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

^  EOWARD   COMtOY, 

Actifif/  ViJunleer  XtieiUenant^  Oommmidifu/, 
Hon.  (tideox  Welles, 

Sfcretary  of  the  Xavy. 


Additional  Beport  of  CommandeT  Marcliazid,  IT.  B.  Hktj^  conunandiiig  U,  8.  3.  Jamofl  Adger. 

U.  S,  S.  James  Adoek, 
Off  Charlmton,  S.  C\  May  ^8,  1862. 
Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  a  muster  roll 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  i*hiiming  a  joint  share  of  the  prize 
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aoney  alonf^  with  the  ofti4"er.s  and  crpws  of  tho  difforent  vessels  here- 

fsfter  eiHnneniled,  should  iiiiy  m-erue,  from  the  etiptiire  <d'  the  Kiij^lish 

8crew  ateiiiiier  Ihtrm^  made  on  the  morning'  of  the  27th  instant  ]*y  the 

U.  S.  S.  Birnvif/e^  Commander  Miillany,  and  ^ent  to  New  York  for 

adjudieatioiK 

I'he  steamers  Janhs  Afif/ff\  Augusfn.  Ahfhtitia^  Pm'ohoutas^  und 
flawhettfi^  g'unhoats  fntailifa^  Pttnhliitin  tuid  (Htmnt^  .ship  Sfun/wrd 
Ii?uf/jj},  barks  Roehaek  and  lieMtM^  and  the  pilot  lK»at  (t.  11"  nluut 
were  the  vessels  cniiiposing  the  hlockadiiit^  foree  off  tliis  plaee,  were 
in  their  proper  position  in  the  line,  and  many  of  them  in  sight  of  the 
H'uHi'iUi  at  the  time  of  ehasin^  the  Pafrns, 

The  PtUrd>(  was  aetually  in  view  of  the  HcHfltHs  and  Rathitrk  at  the 
time  the  Blear tlh  made  the  eapture,  these  two  vessels  forniiiij»f  part 
I  of  and  in  our  line  of  ldoek[ick\ 

I  have  ^H^en  solieiled  to  elaim  the  f*atras  as  a  joint  eaptiire  of  the 
s(piadron  on  tlie  followin^r  grounds: 

First.  The  Rlmrllh  l»elonged  to  and  was  in  her  assigned  station  in 
the  lino  of  Ijloekiide,  in  plain  siffht  of  the  Imrks  R^athiHH  and  Rfh'huel\ 
and  within  sight  of  the  other  hlorkadiug  vessels  execpt  the  gunboats 
in  the  Stouo  Kiver, 


SetMJud,  The  c 


aptn 


re 


was  made  in  sight  of  a  portion  of  the  vessels 
of  the  squadron,  viz,  the  RtHth-jiH  and  RothurJk,  and  the  ehase  wa*s  eom- 
nieiired  within  sight  of  our  line  of  blockade,  of  which  the  BieninlU 
fornied  a  mrt. 

Third.  The  ea|>ture  was  made  within  the  limits  assigned  to  the  block- 
Iflding  forces  liefore  enumerated. 

Fourth*  The  other  vessels  eould  not  have  gone  in  pursuit  without 
'  impairing  the  effieieney  of  the  blockade. 

Believing  tliat  the  faints  set  forth  in  my  communications  of  the  Sfith 
instant  relating  t-ti  the  prize  steamer  Stetth},  and  of  the  27th  instant 
relating  to  the  prize  steamer  iktnhrim  and  this  one  have  het^n  fully 
and  correctly  stilted,  the  ofBeers  and  crews  of  thi*  ships  enumerated 
therefore  ciitreat  that  you  will  be  plea^sed  to  tiike  tbe.se  seveml  cases 
into  consideration  before  le^al  decision  be  consummated  in  the  United 
States  district  court  in  adminilty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully*  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
(hmmander  and  ASenfor  Oj/icer. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Storet^frt/  of  the  Navi/, 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand^  IT,  S.  Jfav^^  commanding  U,  S.  S. 
James  Adger^  regarding  the  tnotwrnerds  of  U,  B.  3L  S\  Racer* 

*     U.  S.  S,  James  AtM>EK, 

Off  Cfmrli^^ton,  3ffg  27,  1862, 
Sir:  The  English  steam  sloop  of  war  Racer  arrived  to-day  from 
Savannah  by  the  way  of  Port  Royal,  having  the  British  consul  formerly 
recognized  by  our  Government  at  Charleston  on  board.  Captain 
Lyon,  commanding  the  Bacer^  came  on  board  this  ship  and  gave  the 
above  information. 
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The  Racer  was  permitted  to  run  within  range  of  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island,  when  she  anchored,  and  a  tugboat,  under  a  flag  of 
truce  from  the  harbor,  came  to  her. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  she  left,  first  coming  alongside  of  this  ship, 
proposing  to  carry  a  mail  to  Hampton  Roads,  whither  she  was  bound. 
I  am,  most  truly,  your  obeaient  servant 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nairy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Mantim^  U.  S,  Namf^  catnmanding  TJ.  S.  ship  HeUef  to 
proceed  to  Neic  York, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  May  28,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Relief  under 
your  command  and  report  yourself  to  Flaff-0fl5c«r  Paulding,  com- 
manding the  United  States  naval  station  at  New  York. 

Numerous  invalids  and  other  persons  have  been  directed  to  report 
to  you  for  a  passage  north.  Sucn  individuals  as  have  been  orders  on 
board  the  Relief  who  belong  to  vessels  lately  taken  while  endeavoring 
to  run  the  blockade,  you  will  make  a  special  report  of  to  Commodore 
Paulding,  and  not  let  them  land  until  you  receive  his  instructions. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  warm  commendation 
of  the  zeal,  ability,  and  readiness  which  you  have  always  shown  while 
under  my  command  in  this  squadron. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer^  Comd<j,  South^Atl<intic.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  D.  Manton, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Ship  Relief  Port  Royal^  S,  C, 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand^  U,  S,  Navy^  comma/nding  U,  S,  S, 
James  Adger^  regarding  affairs  in  Stono  River, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Stono,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  I  returned  to 
this  place  from  off  Charleston,  intending  to  pull  to  the  gunboats  in 
the  nver  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

The  gunboats  now  in  the  Stono  River  are  the  UnadiUa,  Pembina, 
Ottawa,  and  Huron. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Tlw'on,  the  Flambeau  ran  into  Stono  Inlet  yes- 
terday, but  came  out  this  morning.  Both  in  going  in  and  coming  out 
the  latter  struck  on  the  bar  several  times,  but  sustained  no  injury. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins  has  sent  me  word  that  things  are  in 
the  same  condition  that  they  were  when  Captain  Boutelle  was  last  here. 

About  400  contrabands  are  colonized  on  Cole's  Island  at  Stono  Inlet, 
who  are  fast  consuming  our  provisions. 
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In  i^oiideqiiCDCc  of  no  coal  vessel  Ijcin^  ott'  ChurlostoiK  I  am  com- 
|K*lled  to  send  N^frunch  to  Port  Royal,  and  earnestly  hope  her  speedy 
return. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  coal  vessel  sent  aa  soon  as  po88ibIe. 

By  the  Nitrtrich  I  nend  the  crew  of  the  English  steamer  Patras^  caf 


tared  oil  BulTs  Island  ye.stertky  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B*  March  AND, 
Gmnmander  and  Senmr  Officer*. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Cotntiiandintj  South  Athintic  Hl4}ckadin{f  Sfjuadn/n. 


cap- 


I 


Qfrnmemlatory  letter  fmui  I*^laf/'f/^*r<  r  Ih^  Povt^  U,  S\  NfiPt/,  tt*  the 
senior  officer  ojf  Vharleiit4)n^  ^.  C..^  in  inew  of  »u-ccessf\d  operations  in 
that  trieinity, 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 
Pf^rt  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  Jfay  i^S,  186B. 
Sir:  1  have  received  your  several  reports,  written  within  the  last 
few  days. 

1  take  ot'c^jision  to  conimend  your  zeal  and  promptitude  in  taking 
pos»e8sion  of  the  Stono  River,  pailicularly  in  reconiioitering  the 
defenses  of  Cole's  Island  in  a  small  boat,  and  drawing  the  tire  of  the 
enemy  upon  you  at  great  risk  to  yourself  and  Ijoat's  crew. 

1  write  now  to  request  that,  although  1  am  completely  at  fault  as  to 
the  intentions  of  the  anm\  I  am  desirous  to  offer  every  facility  in  my 
power  toward  their  operations,  an<l  I  desire  ynu  to  hold  the  Bfendlh\ 
Au(fu«ta^  AM/amju  and  I{t>y.Ht^me  StHt€  in  readiness  to  come  here  and 
transport  the  troops  to  other  points  if  required* 

Commander  Drayton  has  just  ai-rived  from  Fernandina,  and  as  the 
Pawnees  draft  admits,  with  care,  of  her  crossing  the  Stono  Bar^  I 
have  eoneludiHl  to  send  Comtnantler  Drayton  to  that  river  in  pursuance 
of  the  infornnition  yon  have  forwarded  to  me  and  of  Lieutenant  Coni- 
nmnding  (  V>llins'  report  of  the  condition  of  things  there. 

I  congratulate  3'ou  and  the  blockading  force  off  Charleston  on  its 
recent  important  captures  as  an  etideiice  of  your  and  their  zeal  and 
vigilance. 

Ee^spectfuJIy,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FliiAj'  Ojffieer. 
Commander  J.  B,  Marchand, 

U*  S.  S,  Jameii  Adi/er^  Senior  OffiA^er  off  Chm*UMon. 


I 


Oj/ertdiofw  in  Sfmw  Rit^er,  May  28-30,  186^. 

Order  of  7Lag*0fficer  Bn  Font,  H.  8.  iTavy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  U,  8.  ITavy,  command- 
ing IT.  S.  8.  Pawnee,  to  aisnme  command  of  the  nayal  forces  in  the  Stono  Bi^er,  South 
Carolina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Flarhor.  S.  a.  if  ay  28.  1862, 
Sir:  Important  events  sceui  pending.     In  connection  with  these  the 
occtinaticin  of  the  Stono  River  is  of  niouient.     A  few  days  since  Com- 
manaer  Marchand,  senior  olhcer  oil'  Charleston,  entered  the  river  with 
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tho  ITnadifla^  Pembhia^  and  Ottavm.  The  foits  on  Coles's  LHland  were 
foiiiid  jihindonod.  also  a  largo  work  of  eighteen  guns  on  the  site  of 
Old  Fort  opposite  Legar^ville. 

The  river  seemed  dear  a  few  miles  above  this;  but  .since  then,  a« 
vou  will  pereeive  by  the  enclosed  eomniunirations  from  Commander 
Alarchann  and  Lieutenant  Cotinnanding  Collins,  the  eneoiy  ha^s 
appt?ared  with  a  floating  hulk,  and  towed  by  steam  tugs,  the  hulk 
armed  evidently  with  a  gun  of  lojig  range. 

Batteries  higher  up  the  Stono  have  been  reported.  According  to 
our  la.st  and  most  reliable  authority  they  are  not  yet  completed. 

1  beg  3  ou,  with  your  iisuat  good  judgment,  to  exaniitie  into  the  con* 
dition  of  things.  The  army  has  not  yet  informed  me  of  its  intentions, 
but  Stono,  so  near  to  Charlestt>n,  must  have  bc(*omc  an  important 
sphere  of  operations. 

The  jfunboats  found  it  difficult  to  cross  the  bar  of  the  Stono  River. 
You  will  use  caution  with  the  /^nf^fif* .  Mr,  BouteUe  is  in  that  neigh- 
lx>rhood,  and  Mr.  Haffards  left  this  morniiig  in  the  Klieii,  You  are 
authorized  to  ask  the  tier  vices  of  the  former,  who  is  always  willing, 
and  to  re<|uire  tho.se  of  Mr,  H,,  who  is  otticially  appointed  pilot  in  this 
squadron. 

You  will,  as  senior  officer,  assume  command  of  the  ruival  fnrces  of 
the  Stono  Kivcr,  and  will  please  report  your  proceedings  and  the  con- 
dition of  things  as  often  as  you  have  the  opportunity. 

1  congratulate  myself  on  your  op|wrtune  return  from  your  valuable 
services  at  Fernandina  that  I  am  enabled  to  send  you  to^  this  new  and 
important  sphere  of  our  operations. 

Respc^ctfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

[L  S.  S.  Pamnee^  Port  Royal. 


Beport  of  Commander  Hsrchimd,  0,  8.  Vavy,  regarding  a  learcli  for  Gonfoderate  floating 

batteriei, 

i  U*  S.  Gunboat  OrrAWA, 

Stono  Elver,  Jhf/  W.  IH62, 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  informa- 
tion conveyed  in  ni}^  letter  of  yesterday  I  came  into  this  river,  and, 
after  full  consultation  with  the  commanding  oificers  of  the  gunlnrnts, 
I  arranged  a  plan  of  operations  to  be  executed  at  tbe  next  tide  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  a  floating  battery  in  Folly  Island  Creek, 
which  Lieutenant  C'ommanding  Collins  reported  as  having  tired  upon 
the  Ihmdifki  when  in  the  Stono  Ri\'er,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  jf  a 
floating  battery,  also  reported  by  him  as  having  been  .seen  in  tow  of  a 
steamer  in  this  river  al>ove  Paul  (irimbairs  plantation,  existed. 

Consequently,  this  morning  at  daylight  I  took  the  gunlxjats  Pemhlna^ 
Iltmot,  and  Ottawa  up  the  Stono  River  and  instructed  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Collins,  with  the  IhiadJlhi  and  Elh^n,  to  proceed  up 
Folly  Island  Rivi^r  and  Creek,  by  which  arrangement  the  floating  bat- 
tery in  Folly  Island  Creek  might  be  destroyed,  if  still  in  existence,  by 
the  batteries  of  the  gunboats  fi-om  three  points  efjually  distiint  from  it, 
two  of  these  point.s  in  the  Stono  River  and  the  third  at  the  entrance 
of  Folly  Island  Creek, 


J 
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^m  After  accoinpUHhiTi^  this  object  the  three  iirst-iiamed  vessels  werel 
^m  to  look  for  the  noutinjj^  battery  in  the  Stom*  River  above  Paul  Griujlmll's  ! 
^1      plantation. 

^P         Those  gunboats  under  rnv  imuiediat-e  eommund  proceeded  up  the 
^      river,  passed  the  barrier  an<{  Old  Fort,  and  an<'hored  at  Thomas  Grini- 

IljalFs  plantation  without  Jiiidintr  si  floating  battery  either  in  Folly  Island 
Creek  or  Stono  Riven 
Leaving  the  ffurtm  and  Pemhhui  above  any  point  whieh  iiiig^ht  be 
selected  by  the  aruiy  for  crossing  the  8tono  River,  I  returned  in  the 
Ottmra  to  the  entrance  of  the  river  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  tiie  Ihta- 


^ 


dtl/a  and  lilffff  not  having  gone  up  Folly  Island  River  | Folly  River], 

the  rising 


Both  vessels  had  giounded,  but  the  rising  tide  soon  clearer!  theiu  of 
the  shoal,  Litnitenant  Cumuiunding  Collins  was  signalized  to  proceed 
in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  which  he  succes,siully  accomplished, 
without  tinding  the  floating  battery  in  Folly  Island  Creek  oi"  any 
obfitr  net  ions  there  or  in  Folly  Island  River  [Folly  River].  Thus  wo 
have  the  unmolested  control  of  the  Stono  River  from  the  sea  to  where 
the  firm  land  mtikes  on  both  shores  above  Thomas  GrimlTalFs  planta- 
tion,  and  can  insure  a  safe  transit  of  our  army  across  that  river. 

It  was,  sir,  a  suliject  of  deep  mortihcation  that  I  found  Conmiander 
Drayton  had  come  to  siiperseae  me  in  command  of  the  vessels  in  this 
river  at  a  time  when  some  credit  might  be  obtained  in  safely  passing 
the  army  aeross  in  its  contemplated  attack  ujx)n  Charleston. 

I  will  immediately  rejoin  the  JanieH  Atlget\  to  which  1  am  attached. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ; 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commatuier' 
Fliig-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Vomdy,  South  Atlantic  Blochiding  Sipxadron^  Pm't  RiiyaL 


Boport  of  Flag-Offieer  Du  Fontt  U.  8>  Navy,  transmittiiLg  teptyrl. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pnrt  Royal  IIarhm\  S,  C.  May  31,  186^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  gimboata 
have  possession  of  Stono. 

From  information  derived  chiefly  from  the  contraband  pilot,  Robert 
Smalls,  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  had  almndoned  their  bat* 
terie.s,  and  accordingly  directed  Commander  Marchand,  the  senior  offi- 
cer off  Charleston,  to  make  a  recormoissance  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  report.  This  was  done  on  the  llHh  instant,  and  the  information 
proving  correct,  I  ordered  the  gunboats  on  the  next  day  (being  myself 
ofl'  Charh\stf)n  in  the  lu'iptom^  Statt")  to  cross  the  l>ar. 

The  UtiifdHtiK  Ptmhhuf^  and  fHtawa,  under  Commander  Marchand, 
assisted  materially  f\v  C.  O.  Boutelle,  esq.,  a.ssistant  on  tlie  Coast  Soi*- 
vey,  succeeded  in  entering  Stono,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  above 
the  Old  Fort  opfxjsite  Legar^ville.  On  their  approach,  the  barraeki* 
were  tired  and  deserted  by  the  enemy- 
Six  prisoneiH  were  captured  bv  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Bradford,  two 
officers  of  the  surveying  steamer  )i!hb^  with  a  toat's  crew  of  tive  sea- 
men. The  prisoners  were  a  picket  guard  at  the  magazine  of  the  Old 
Fort,  and  belong  to  the  Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


54 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


On  the  2Stli  instant  tlie  Ibinm  crossed  the  lnn\  and  on  the  day  fol- 
lowiiiff  the  Pmrtuy\ 

Eni^ospd  is  ji  eopy  of  m\  interesting-  report  from  Commander  Dray- 
ton, in  which  he  says:  "We  are  in  as  romplete  possession  of  the  river 
a>i  of  Fort  Royal*  and  run  hind  and  protect  the  army  whenever  it 
wii^hes/' 

There  are  no  batteries  of  the  enemy  t>ri  the  Stotio  below  Wappoo  Cut, 
where,  however,  the  rebels  have  a  battery  ot  smuothtiore  guns,  with  a 
rifled  eannon  of  Vm^  rang^e,  exeeedin|j  that  of  any  in  tJie  squadron. 

This  iinportjint  base  of  operations,  the  Stoinj,  has  thus  fieen  secured 
for  furthei'  operations  by  the  army  a^^ainst  Charleston,  of  which  Gen- 
eral Hunter  proposes  to  tiike  advantage. 

1  have  at  his  ai.suosal  for  tlie  transportation  of  troops  the  steamers 
Aliihaffia,  BIenrilU\  Ilennj  Aiitlrt^tt\  and  I!ah\  and  tne  Phmtfr  and 
the  tugs  Ptitii  and  Mercury  are  to-night  employed  on  the  same  duty. 

The  ai'my  are  very  detieient  in  vessels  for  transportation. 
Very  respet'tfnlly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

8.  F,  pu  Pont, 
Phi4j-Ojfii*t'}\  Vonidg,  tSouth  Ailautic  Ml^ckadiNg  Sfjumlrtm, 

Hoik  Gideon  Welles, 

SeiTetary  of  the  JVa'i^^  Wtishington, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Bn  Pont.  U.  S.  Ifavy,  to  Oaptain  Brajton,  U.  8.  Kavy,  ieniof 
o£Bcer  in  Stono  Biver,  to  fnmiBli  informatloD  for  Brigadier -Qeneral  Wright  Tegarding 
condition  of  aflkira  in  Chose  waters. 

Commanding  General's  Headquarters, 

initi^H  I[i'mf„  \Mity]  SO^  1S62—1  jk  w. 
Mr  Dear  Captain:  The  enclosed  extniet  from  u  letter  of  (feneml 
Wright,  on  the  Edisto,  induces  the  tront^rul  hen*  to  desire  hiter  infor- 
omtion  on  the  eondkion  of  things  at  Stono;  for  they  wish  to  hold  its 
ritrht  bank  at  all  events  whether  they  ^''o  farther  or  not. 

Will  yon  address  uie  immediately  by  the  Fiora^  ariiiy  transport, 
whieh  is  dispatehed  to  jnu  for  this  purpose  alone, 

Nothiji^  es|>ecial  here  at  this  nionjent;  your  mails  went  up  by  Bilb. 
Bf*'fiv/litf  came  in  this  morning  with  three  sehooners,     Le  Roy  took 
the  (rt'fitrtd  Mh*tfftittn^  steamer,  yesterday.     Thirty  have  been  pur- 
chased iti  England  by  the  Confederates. 
In  haste,  vouiis,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Captiiin  Drayton, 

Si'ftiar  OjfictT.  Stono, 

Please  send  information  as  to  the  reach  aliove  GrimbalFs,  on  left 
bank;  if  you  have  it,  the  landing  l>elow  Newton's  Cut. 

[EnclosnfeJ 

Edibto,  May  ^5,  1862. 
*  *  *  Had  Boutelle  arrived  when  yoM  wrote  with  the  news  of 
the  Stono?  Aeeording  to  (lilliss  report  (lie  took  Roiitelle  to  the  Stono 
and  brought  him  back),  things  liKik  stjually  there.  The  gunboat  hai^ 
withdrawn  too  near  the  mouth,  and  below^  the  upper  or  Old  liatterj, 
which  is,  of  course,  again  in  rebel  hands.  The  Unadilla,  it  seems, 
engaged  a  floating  battery,  and  has  withdmw^n,  the  guns  of  the  latter 
outranging  hers.     The  coiuitr}'  is  represented  to  be  alive  with  troops 
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on  both  side^  of  the  Stono,  with  field  artillery.  The  floating  lottery 
rt^f erred  to  in  the  same  that  was  U8ed  in  the  attaek  on  Lamphere,  I 
presume. 

Major  Kline,  stationed  on  Little  Edisto,  reports  indications  of  an 
aceession  of  forces  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  Uust  night  in  the  direction 
of  Adanhs  Kuik 

The  meaning  of  this  seems  to  be  that  the  enemy  has  diseovered  his 
mistake  in  giving  up  the  Stono,  and  is  n^aking  extraordinary  efforts  to 
regain  his  position.  With  the  upper  battery  in  his  pos.se.ssion,  and  a 
large  force  on  ilames  Ishmd,  it  would  be  hnpossible  for  us  to  get 
across  the  Stono  with  the  force  we  have. 

I  shall  look  for  a  fight  on  Johns  Island,  if  the  report  of  its  oceiipa- 
tjon  in  force  is  true.  Ought  not  a  reconnoissance  of  the  Stono  to  be 
made  before  we  move^     I  think  so,  most  decidedly* 

You  must  send  me  steamers  if  you  exptH't  me  ever  to  get  this  force 
across  the  Edisto.     Of  course  I  shall  do  my  best  with  what  I  have,  but 
with  my  very  limited  means  it  will  he  a  matter  of  a  long  time. 
Verv  truly,  yours, 

H,  G.  Wright. 


B«port  of  Commaiider  BTnyton,  V,  S.  Navy,  commandmg  IT,  8,  B.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

^tmto.  May  SO,  186^. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  28th  instant,  I  entered  this 

pUu-e  the  follow in|^  mornint^,  but  not  without  some  ditliculty,  as, 
ahhoutfh  at  the  very  top  of  the  tide  and  in  the  best  water,  my  vessel 
struck  heavily  twenty  times,  and  1  am  satisfied  that  every  ves^l  draw- 
ing more  than  !►  feet  must  always  do  so. 

I  found  that  Qiptain  Marehand  had  arrived  here  the  evening  before 
me  with  the  Ellen ^  and  had  already  ordered  almost  everything  that  I 
had  intended  doing  myself.  Two  vessels  had  })een  sent  to  look  for  the 
battery  that  had  fired  on  the  fhmdiUa^  and  Lieutenant'Coniinandi ng 
Collins,  on  his  return,  repoi'ted  that  it  had  heen  removed  to  Charleston, 
prolmblv  having  thrown  the  guns  overboard,  as  some  w^ere  felt  onder 
the  mud  hclonging  either  to  this  or  an  earthwork,  w^hich  was  destroyed 
by  him. 

I  found  the  Pemhmii  and  //i^r^w  a  little  above  Legar^ville,  the  Ottawa 
lower  down,  and  with  the  three  vessels  WT^nt  up  until,  at  the  last  bend 
of  the  river  before  coming  to  Wappoo  Cut,  we  opened  fire  on  a  .small 
steamer  w^hieh  was  seen  near  ttiat  i>lace,  when  a  tire  w^as  opened  on  us 
from  a  very  heavy  rifie  gun,  some  of  whose  shot  and  shell  fell  a  little 

•short.  There  I  left  the  PeitJnna  and  Ilttrmi  for  the  night,  a  litthj 
above  Newtown  Creek  [Kew^torrsCutJ,  returning  to  the  Pamnee^  which  I 
had  left  below  tlie  pih»s  otf  Legareville. 

This  morning,  having  had  some  of  the  piles  dniwn  up,  I  passed 
through  the  barrier  and  went  to  the  place  wijere  1  had  left  the  tw'ogun- 
boat*s,  in  the  Parrnc*r\  where  I  anchored  her,  and  continued  on  in  the 
EUt^n,  On  rounding  a  point  a  little  alM>ve  w(?  came  in  full  sight  of 
the  fortitication  from  which  the  gun  had  hvvn  fired  yest^^rday,  when  I 
opened  with  the  Farrott  guns  of  the  Ellen,  the  shell  from  which  just 
reached  with  2U-seeond  fuzes  and  about  UP  elevation.     This  was  imme- 

jdiately  returned  from  their  riHe,  the  shells  from  which  were  fired  with 
ih  accuracy  that  I  think  tliev  umst  have  measural  the  distauee. 
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After  having  received  about  h  dozen  tirrs  and  returuL^d  them  rather 
niorc,  having  *^aitied  a.s  much  inftmnation  of  the  Imtterv  as  wa*5  inipor- 
tatit,  I  returned  to  the  JVitnue.  from  uhieh  ve.stsel  J  also  threw  a  few 
shellw,  and  at  snn.set  returned  to  the  iieighfiorhocKi  of  Legareville, 
intending/  to  scud  the  l/Ntfd!i/fi  to  you  in  the  nmrning  had  the  i^7/>/*a 
not  arriM^d.  The  eontniiiand.s  tidl  us  that  t<n*|K*due.s  have  been  hiid 
down  in  the  river,  liut  even  were  this  not  th^-  ease  1  seareely  think 
that  the  ^^un bouts  eould  go  beyond  where  1  did  to-day  without  great 
risk  of  stiekiiig  in  the  tnud.  Resides  the  ritled  gun  alluded  to,  the 
battery  has  [i  ouui!H*r  of  smooth l>o res,  the  negroes  say  seven,  the  s^hot 
from  wdiieh,  however,  all  fell  niueh  short  of  lus,  the  distance  being 
over  :ii  miles,  aecording  to  Captain  Boutelle's  measurement,  who  knows 
every  int*h  of  the  gr^iUTul,  having  had  a  surveying  station  near  by. 
Ah  this  buttery  is  on  what  may  t»e  ealled  a  different  island  from  that 
on  w  hieh  the  army  are  to  net,  I  do  not  see  that  it  eould  have  any  bearing 
on  their  oeeupation* 

To  sum  up:  We  are  in  n^  eoui pie te  possession  of  the  river  as  of  Port 
Roy  ah  and  ean  land  and  proteet  the  arm>'  whenever  it  wishes.  Beyond 
the  reaeh  of  our  guns  J,  of  course,  can  not  be  responsil>le.  It  must, 
to  a  certain  extent,  then  Imik  out  for  itself. 

We  see  horsemen  everywhere  on  the  watch,  but  they  are  becoming 
a  little  shy,  as  w*'  have  tired  at  them  several  times. 

The  Fiora  will  take  away  a  number  of  our  con tni bands,  who  are  a 
little  in  the  way  at  present,  although  I  think  the  army  could  tind 
plenty  ui  work  for  tw  ice  as  ntany.  The  battery  I  have  alluded  to  is 
close  to  Wappoo  Cut,  but  Mr.  HatTards,  who  goes  down  with  this, 
will  iKJint  out  to  you  all  the  localities. 

Captain  Marehand  went  out  this  morning  to  join  his  vessel 

There  are  with  ine  at  present  the  Ilunm^  (maatih^  Pemhhm,  Ottm&ay 
and  Kileti, 

The  Flara  only  arrived  late  this  evening,  as  I  came  down  the  river, 
and  as  she  starts  at  daylight,  I  may,  in  my  hurry,  not  have  made 
myself  clear,  liut,  as  I  said  alcove,  Mr.  Hatfards  can  explain  evi*ry thing. 

The  Prfffhina  and  liunm  are  now  above  Newtown  Creek  |Newton\ 
Cut],  where  1  shall  leave  them. 

Ver^^  i*espectfully,  your  olicdient  servant, 

l\  Drayton, 
Commmtdrr^  Senior  f/fiet-r  at  Storw* 

Flug-Officer  S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Cotudfj.  S**iit/i  Ailantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Ptwt  RoyaL 

1  enclose  requisitions  from  the  Ilunm.  The  rifles  are  mucdi  wanted. 
Captain  Downes  states,  but  are  .scratched  out  because  on  a  previous 
requisitioii. 

F.  D. 


: 


Latter  from  riag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Kavy,  U  Cominandor  MarchaBd,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
mending  hi9  aerricei  Aud  regarding  bii  command  in  Stono  Eiyer. 

Flagshu^  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Harhor^  S,  O.,  Jum  10,  IM^. 

Sir:  I  have  to  aeknowdedj^^e  the  receipt  of  your  eomniunication  of 

the  29th  ultimo,  detailing  the  t>perationH  of  your  second  reconnois- 

sance  with  the  Kuiiboats  up  the  Stono  River,  under  my  order  (}f  the 

ii4th,  with  the  gratifying  intelligei»t*e  that  you  had  lumiolested  control 
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of  the  river  frooi  the  .sea  to  the  linii  hiud  and  could  insure  a  safe 
transit  to  the  army  at*roH8  the  same. 

1  he^  you  to  re(!f*i\  e  my  eommendatioTi  for  the  sueeessful  inarm er  in 
whrrh  you  performed  this  nerviee,  reiimvin^,  as  itdid,  nonie  unfounded 
and  very  unpleasant  reports  of  the  doiugji  of  the  rebtd.s  and  the  fulling 
hack  of  the  gunlKJatn. 

In  the  same  eomnumi cation  1  regret  to  tind  that  you  express  '^deep 
mortitieation"'  that  Commander  Dravton  had  eonie  to  supersede  you  in 
connnandof  the  vesstds  at  a  time  when  some  credit  iiiigot  be  obtained 
in  safely  passing  the  army  aeross,  eti'. 

I  have  considered  you  as  commanding  for  the  moment  the  largest  of 
the  detached  divisions  of  this  tleet,  ns  it  is  the  most  important,  and  h 
so  considered  by  the  Navy  Department — the  blockading  force  off 
Charkjston. 

I  refrained,  so  long  as  circumstances  enabled  me  to  do  so  without 
injustice,  from  relieving  you  by  either  Commanders  Prentiss  or  Golds- 
borough,  your  seniors.  Further,  when  the  rectirmoissance  of  the 
Stono  became  necessary,  1  left  it  optional  with  you  to  take  charge  of 
it  or  not.  After  the  first  reconnoissance  you  returned  to  your  ship, 
very  properly,  showing,  however,  that  you  considered  the  service  as  a 
mere  collateral  to  your  other  duty.  When  matters  had  not  gone 
well  there,  I  directed  you  to  return  and  reestablish  them,  which  you 
did  iji  a  very  creditable  manner,  and  I  think  you  should  have  appre- 
ciated this  evidence  of  conlidenee  on  my  part. 

Now,  in  reference  to  Connnander  Drayton:  You  wrote  to  me  oti  the 
26th,  enclosing  a  conmiunicatitJu  from  Lieutenant  CVjinmanding  CV>1- 
lins,  lulling  earnestly  for  **  additional  gunboats  with  heavy  litles." 
You  say  yourself:  '*It  would  be  desimble  to  have  more  light -draft 
«teamer8  in  the  Stono  Kiver/'  The  Jhwftee  was  the  onlv  vessel  that 
could  cross  the  bar  with  a  more  formidable  armament.  \Vi\h  I  to  take 
her  commander  out  liefon*  sending  her  there? 

If  you  had  been  able  to  go  with  the  *////?>^w  Ad{/rr^  or  expressed  a 
desire  to  remain  in  Stono  and  give  up  Chjirleston,  I  would  have  sent 
the  Paicnee  and  Conmiander  Drayton  to  command  the  force  otf 
Charleston, 

Having  taken  es|7ecia!  pains  to  equalize  and  apportion  on  this  sta- 
tion to  all  the  commanding  officers  what  they  might  deem  desimble 
duty  so  far  iis  it  was  possilde,  having  in  view  the  chamcter  of  the 
vessels,  whether  sailing  ships,  steamers,  side-wheel  or  serew,  and 
above  till  the  dnift  of  water,  1  am  not  irisensilde  to  such  a  remark  \\s 
the  one  I  have  tj noted  above  from  your  comnmnication  of  the  2i^th 
ultimo. 

Respectfullv,  ete.,  S,  F.  Du  Font, 

Ftuif- Officer, 

Commander  *h  B.  Marchand, 

IL  S\  iS.  Jiiftuji  Ad4jiT^  Oharlestofu 


Oeiu»Tal  order  of  K^or-Oenoral  Hnnlar, 


U,  8.  Aimyt  commaBding  iha  Bepartmeiit  of  the 

SOQtll. 


L 


Gknkral  Ordkks,  I  Hdqrs.  Dei^.  of  the  South, 

No,  14,  f      Stemo  River,  South  Cardma,  June  10,  1862. 

The  major-general  commanding  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  hia 
admiration  of  the  noble  conduct  of  the  navul  officers  on  duty  in  the 
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Stone  in  support  of  the  recent  military  operations  in  that  vicinity. 
Ever  ready  and  ever  prompt,  they  have  rendered  invaluable  services 
to  the  Army.  Captain  Drayton,  the  commander  of  the  S(][uadron,  by 
his  manly,  frank,  and  cordial  cooperation,  has  won  golden  opinions  from 
all  the  army  officers  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  his  opera- 
tions. 

D.  Hunter, 
Major- General^  Commanding, 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Poni^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Comnuinder  Marchand^ 
U,  aS.  Navy^  transferrmg  Acting  Master  Phoenix^  U.  S.  Navy^  to 
the  coiaviand  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Planter. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Po?i  Royal  Harbor,  S.  CI,  May  ^,  1^62. 
Sir:  I  enclose  orders  to  Acting  Master  Lloyd  Phoenix,  of  the  Pbca- 
hontas^  which  you  will  please  forward. 

The  Planter  is,  or  will  be  to-morrow,  at  North  Edisto,  where  she 
will  be  employed  for  some  time. 

Give  orders  to  the  first  vessel  coming  to  Port  Royal  to  stop  at  Edisto 
and  put  Mr.  Phoenix  on  board  of  the  Planter. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Marchand, 

Or  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Comrnunder  Le  Roy^  U.  S.  jVavy^  ayinmanding  U.  S.  S. 
Keystone  State.,  regardimj  the.  capture  of  the  British  steamer  EHza- 
betk  {General  Mirafnon),  off'  C1mrleston\  S.  C,  May  S9,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  6'.,  May  29,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  early  this  morning  making  a  steamer 
standing  toward  this  port,  but  soon  after  she  hauled  off,  steering  various 
courses  from  S.  £.  to  northward  and  eastward;  made  chase,  and  on 
firing  a  gun  she  hoisted  English  colors;  on  firing  a  second  gun  she  hove 
to.  On  Dciug  hailed,  her  captain  informed  me  he  was  from  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  bound  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  for  which  port 
certainly  the  course  he  was  steering  would  not  take  him,  giving  the 
vessel's  name  as  the  Elizabeth,  249Jt  tons  register.  Her  register 
shows  her  to  be  the  vessel  formerly  known  as  the  General  Miramon. 
Deeming  the  Elizabeth  a  vessel  intending  to  run  the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton, I  have  seized  her  as  a  prize  and  ordered  Acting  Master  Curtis  Red- 
man, of  this  ship,  with  a  prize  crew,  to  take  her  to  New  York  and 
deliver  her  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  Her  crew  consisted  of  oflS- 
cers  and  crew,  20  men;  also  4  passengers.  All  but  the  captain,  cabin 
])oy,  cook,  and  five  black  men  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  take  on 
board  this  ship  until  an  opportunity  offers  to  send  them  north.  The 
U.  S.  S.  Jatuen  Adger  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 
1  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Rot, 

Ci/inmander. 
Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaJihitigtrnij  J).  C. 
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_   f  of  Comfmnnd^  Mftrchmid^  U^  S,  Navy^  commamling  17*  S*  S* 

James  Aduet\  rcgardinji  tht*  capt urf  of  th4i  British  sttnimer  Eliza}>eth 
{GmeTa/Mramon),ofC/mrf€sefm,  >i.  C,  May  m,  JS6^, 

U.  S*  S.  Jami:s  Adoer, 
Of  Charh^t^m.  May  SO.  1862. 
[Sir:  1  Ijave  the  honor  to  report  thut  yestcrduv  nioriiiiig  the  /u^/- 
*ie  Stitte  and  Jitifi*s  Adfjrr  ^ve  ehitse  to  iind  tlie  foroier,  being  in 
advance,  hoarded  and  captured,  o&  this  phiee,  an  Knuflish  screw  steamer 
bound  froTTJ  Nassau  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  nauied  tlie  KHzahtthy 
formerh'  the  Miramoiu  laden  with  saltpeter,  lead,  kerosene,  and  can- 
tor oil^  soda,  shiKs  of  tin,  acids  and  drugs,  rope,  paper^  copjx^ras, 
Vx)xes  (marked  gla^s),  supposed  to  bo  arms,  cases.  Kegs,  and  Imxes, 
supposed  of  powder,  an  assoited  cargo  of  merchandise,  etc. 

8ne  was  sent  to  New  York  with  a  prize  crew  and  the  former  cap- 
tain's ctK)k  and  a  seamiin  as  witnesses,  together  witli  se%'en  cuhu'ed  nu*n 
from  Bernnnla,  who  had  acted  as  coal  heavers  in  her  and  desired  logo 
north . 

1  am,  sir,  v«mv  respectfully,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

J.  B.  March  AND, 
ChmviandtT^  etc,^  sSeuior  OJfieer, 
Fhig-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jwammidtmj  South  AtMintic  BliK'kadtntj  Sqnndron* 


U.  S.  S.  James  At>GER, 

Of  Chartt^Mon,  Mat/  :J(K  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  been  solicited  by  the  otficerj^  and  crews  of  the  hereafter- 
mentioned  vessels,  composing  the  blockade  of  this  place  and  its 
environs,  to  represent  that  they  deem  themselves  joint  captors  of  the 
Engli.^h  .steamer  Kihabdh^  formerly  Mimifum^  made  yesterday  morn- 
ing by  the  U.  8.  S.  lu-ystone  Sfah\  the  JamfHAdgtr  being  also  in 
chase  and  near  at  the  time  of  the  capture;  nuister  rolls  of  the  ofticern 
and  crews  of  the  Keystone  State  and  Jajnes  Adf/er  having  f>een  for- 
warded by  the  prize  vessel. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  the  fnllowing-named  vessels  were  per- 
forming the  duty  of  blockading  this  place,  viz:  Steamers  rA/7/?/v*  Aager^ 
Au(jiwt4i^  AfttfNiiitn^  Bleiii}ille^  Kcyntnike  St4itt\  Pomhwitatt^  J^lavifmiu^ 
SmnttteTy  and  I^orwich,  ship  Shephe^rd  Knapp,  bark.s  Roebuck  and 
Restle^s^  pilot  Ixjat  G.  W,  Blufit,  gunboats  Ilurott^  tJnadMaf  Fembina^ 
Ottuwu^  and  Ellen,  The  four  hist-nanjed  gunboiits  wei'e  in  the  Stono 
River. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  above-named  vessels,  which  were  not 
present  at  the  time  of  the  i-aptnre,  deem  themselves  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  prize  money  resulting  from  such  capture  nfxin  the  grounds  that, 
although  not  in  siglit  at  the  time  of  capture,  many  of  them  were 
within  view  at  the  time  the  /\eyjitone  Stxfte  and  Jatnea  Adqrr  com- 
meneed  the  chase;  that  the  capture  was  made  wnthin  the  limits  of  the 
blockade  of  this  place;  that  should  they  all  have  given  chase  to  keep 
within  sight,  the  efficiencv  of  the  blockade  would  have  been  destroyecf; 
that  the  above-named  vessels,  including  the  Keystime  Statt  and  Jamm 

IAdyer.  which  made  the  immediate  capture,  were  engaged  in  a  joint 
enterprise  in  the  blockade  of  Charleston  and  entitled  jointly  to  the 
beneht  of  the  captui*e. 
The  officers  and  crews  making  the  foregoing  claim  are  engaged  in 
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arduous  duties,  too  distant  from  New  York  (where  the  prize  was  sent) 
to  attend  to  their  own  interests,  and  most  respectfully  request  that  you 
will  see  that  justice  is  done  them,  knowing  that  you  are  their  friend. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullnny^  U.  S.  Xavy^  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
"  '''      "'  "        ^"'   ^hoonersProv'  ^  ^' 

Jfoy  29,  1862, 


nienviUe^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooners  PraoidencCn^  Rebecca^ 
and  Lit  Cn'o/la^  ojf^  Charleston^  A  6^.,   " 


.  U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
I/arhor  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  May  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  re^rt  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  together 
with  three  schooners,  the  Providence,  La  Criolla^  and  Rebecca,  which 
I  captured,  whilst  showing  English  colors,  about  25  miles  southeast  of 
Charleston  Bar. 

When  first  discovered  the  Providence  and  La  CrioUa  were  apparently 
at  anchor;  all  throe,  however,  made  sail  immediately  afterwards  and 
endeavoreil  to  escape. 

The  first  vessel  captui"ed  is  called  the  J-^vidence,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  She  cleared  at  Nassau  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick, 
and  has  a  cargo  of  salt  and  cigars.  Her  register  I  believe  to  be  spuri- 
ous, which,  coupled  with  her  proximitv  to  Charleston,  her  being 
entirely  out  of  her  course,  if  bound  north,  and  her  attempted  escape, 
led  me  to  capture  her. 

The  second  vessel  captured  is  called  'the  Rebecca,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  She  cleared  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick^  and  has  a 
cargo  of  salt  in  sacks.  Her  register  I  believe  to  be  spurious,  which, 
coupled  with  her  proximity  to  Charleston,  her  being  entirely  out  of 
her  course  for  St.  John,  and  attempted  escape,  indumi  me  to  capture 
her. 

The  third  vessel  captured  is  called  the  La  Cridla,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  and  has  an  assorted  [cargo]  of  groceries,  such  as  soap, 
lard,  oil,  matches,  etc.  Her  register  I  believe  to  l>e  spurious,  having 
no  official  seal,  which,  coupled  with  her  proximity  to  Charleston,  her 
being  entirely  out  of  her  course  for  fc>t.  John,*  and  her  attempted 
escape,  induced  me  to  capture  her. 

For  your  further  information  1  beg  to  enclose  herewith  the  report 
of  Ai.'tin^  Master  Frank  Smith,  who  has  just  completed  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  prizes,  made  by  ni}*  order. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mltxant, 

Commander. 

I-Tag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Poxt, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrtm^  Port  Royals  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bien^hlle, 
Port  Royal  Ifat^^r.  May  SO,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  examined  the  three  prizes  cap- 
tured by  this  ship  on  yesterday  afternoon,  and  have  the  honor  of 
making  the  following  report: 
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Tht*  tirwt,  aipturpd  at  ten  miruitos  pa.st  noon,  latitude  32  ^  20\  longi- 
tude 71* -'  W,  wtis  the  American  sehooner  Erperhnent^  built  iit  Uharles- 
ton,  S.  C,  IH  an  old  vessel,  now  named  the  PrtwideriCf\  hailing  from 
Kifesau,  NewPrtJvidence;  she  is  ^O^W  tonn;  sailed  from  Nassau  on  the 
22<1  instant,  under  a  spnrious  register  dated  in  this  month  (May),  but 
having  no  seal  to  establish  its  legal  ehanieter.  The  eargo  eonsisLs  of 
1,«>50  bushels  of  West  India  salt,  in  bags,  2,iK)U  cigars,  1  east*  maieheSj 
and  ail  sacks  of  Liverjiool  .salt. 

Her  master  stated  m  the  presence  of  the  boat's  crew  that  he  had 
tried  for  two  nights  to  get  into  Charlcst-on,  hut  being  unsuccessful  he 
had  determined  to  make  for  Baltimore,  and  further  stated  he  knew  his 
register  would  condemn  him. 

The  second,  captured  at  1:10  p.  m<,  5  miles  W-  hy  N.  from  the 
former,  wjisi  the  American  schooner  Rebecca^  built  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
in  the  year  lS5l),  is  45  tons. 

She  also  sailed  from  Nassau  on  the  22d  instant,  nnder  the  same 
[pretended  register  iis  the  first,  and  pretended  to  l>e  bound  for  St.  John 
with  a  cargo  of  1,14<>  bushels  of  the  sumo  kind  of  salt,  in  bags.  The 
master  stated  he  lay  at  anchor  on  the  night  of  the  *28th,  near  the 
schooner  first  mentioned. 

The  third,  captured  at  '1  p.  m.,  is  a  tine  yacht  schooner,  built  in  t>ne 
of  the  Northern  States  in  the  year  1857,  and  wa^  named  Xtn*a.  She 
sailed  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  at  or  alK>ut  the  .saine  time  the 
former-mentioned  two  ditl,  and  under  the  same  spurious  kind  of  a  reg- 
ister, with  the  assumed  name  of  La  CrloUa  and  a  cargo  of  soap^  oil, 
hoots,  matches,  hams,  butter,  lard,  cheese,  tea,  alci>hoi,  pepper,  etc. 

Her  suj>ercargo  and  owner^  Antonio  Salcedo,  of  Havana,  admitted 

they  had  tried  to  get  into  Charleston,  and  he  had  urged  the  mast^^r  to 

^itlier  go  in  or  endeavor  to  go  away,  a^  they  would  surely  bo  <'aptnred. 

he  master,  when  questioned,  denied  the  impeachment,  but  remarked, 

*'How  the  devil  could  I  do  either  in  a  calmf '^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Feank  Smith, 
Acting  MaMtv. 

Commander  J.  \i.  M.  MLrLL.\NY; 


Order  of  Flm-Offrnv  Du  PonU  U.  S,  Navt/^  U^  Acting  Master  DieJc- 
mmn^  U,  S\  Jmvi/^  to  pn/ceed  with  the  u,  S,  S,  Planter  t**  North 
Ediato* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rrnjal  /farhnr.  S.  C,  May  m,  im2. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Planter  to  North  Kdisto  by 
the  inland  route  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  of  the 
[  CrtiMidtv\ 

I  have  ordered  Acting  Master  Lloyd  Phoenix  to  the  command  of  the 
\JH<jnter.     On  his  rei>orting  you  will  consider  yourself  detached  from 
le  Planfrr  and  will  report  to  Commander  Le  Roy  for  duty  on  board 
the  Kcmtmu  Stat*-. 

Respectfulh,  etc., 

IS.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-O^cer. 
Acting  Master  P.  Dickinsok, 
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Orda^r  of  Flaf/'O^r^r  Ihi  Pmit^  U.  S,  Na^^y^  t^^  Luutetimii  Rhind^ 
V.  S,  Nany^  senior  ojicei"  at  North  Edisto^  regarding  th*:  U,  S,  S, 
Pfanter, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pnrf  Roijof  flarhor,  S\  a,  May  30,  186^, 
Sni:  Th(^  Phnt^r,  Af tinp  Master  Diekiii-soii,  i.s  directed  to  report  to 
you.  She  lia.s  l>eeri  iiddeci  to  your  force  to  aid  you  in  giving  saeh 
facilities  to  General  Wright  us  he  niiiy  from  time  to  titne  require  and 
for  any  other  purpose  which  you  may  deem  iDiportant,  iier  light  draft 
making  her  a  aesirable  vghhqI  for  inside  Wi>rk. 

I  learn,  however,  that  the  rebels  have  given  some  evidence  of  wish* 
mg  to  recover  Stono,  and  you  will  please  dispatch,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  J^iini*'/\  the  K,  li.  IFah  to  tliat  river,  to  report  to  Comuiander 
Drayton,  the  senior  officer  there. 

You  will  see  l\v  the  orders  to  Acting  Master  Dickinson  that  Acting 
Ma.ster  Phoenix*  of  the  Poeahmtan^  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  the  for- 
mer in  the  comuiand  of  the  Plinit(ft\  and  1  have  sent  orders  to  Cooi- 
mander  Marchand  to  send  him  down  to  North  Edisto,  and  if  you  can 
facilitate  Acting  Master  Dickinson  iu  joining  the  Kvyatmie  State  1  will 
thank  you, 
I  have  ordered  your  mails  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Phnter, 
RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S,  F,  Dr  PoNT,^ 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Conunanding  Rhind, 

U.  S*  &\  Crm(uL}\  Senior  Officer^  JVortk  Edwt^), 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  iJu  Paut^  P.  S,  Natyy^  regard mg  cupturejt  of 
vemeh  off  VharlmtvH^  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ihrhn\  S.  a.  May  Jh  1H62. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  28th  I  rejiorted  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
PafraA  by  the  BietrtJiUr.  I  ha\'o  now  the  pleasure  to  report  the  cap- 
ture^  on  the  ^Itth  instant,  of  the  steamer  Munmon  by  the  heyntonc  State 
off  Charleston,  the  particulars  of  which  Commander  Le  Roy  has 
informed  the  Department. 

Also  of  the  capture  of  three  schooners,  on  the  21ttli  instant,  by  the 
B!enriJh\  about  25  miles  southeast  of  Charleston  Bar.  Their  names 
are  Providence^  formerly  called  the  Erpcriment^  the  Rchecat^  and  the 
Iji  CroMa  (otherwise  the  JV^mt)^  a  yacht  l>elonging,  it  is  said,  to 
Fnicsier  &  Co.  The  latter  prizes  w^ere  brought  to  this  port  by  the 
BienvilU\ 

As  this  steamer  needs  some  repairs  to  her  machinery,  I  have  con- 
cludiMl  to  send  her  to  Philadelphia.  Her  chief  engineer  Wiis  sent  in 
charge  of  a  prize,  and  as  Mr.  King,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  is 

?[uit^  indisposed,  I  have  directed  him  to  report  to  Commander  Mullany 
or  duty.     Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  his  orders. 

It  is  with  reluctimce  I  pait  for  u short  time  with  so  efficient  a  steamer 
for  blockading  duty  as  the  BunriHe^  and  trust  that  the  Department 
will  send  her  back  as  si*on  as  possible. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  prizes,  I  would  add  that  there  are 
on  board  the  Bfenrllh  part  of  the  crews  of  the  ste4imers  Stetttn  and 
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Patrnf,  which  were  sent  by  Comnmnder  Mulluny  to  New  York  for 
adjudication. 

I  presume  these  men  should  be  forwaixled  at  Government  expense 
to  the  port  where  the  vessels  will  Ix?  adjudicated,  and  I  would  ask  the 
Department  to  give  instructions  to  Commander  Mullanj  how  to  dis- 
pose of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
IH-ag- Officer^  Comdg,  Soitih  Atlantic  Bh>ekad!ng  Squadrmi, 

Hod.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  Washington^  D,  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Offirer  Du  Pmit^  U.  8,  Nwy^  Uf  Commamd<^r  3ffdJ^ny^ 
U.  S.  Natfy^  commanding  U^  S,  &  BienviUe^  to  pt^occcd  to  Phiuir 
ddphia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Ptyrt  Royal  Harlmr.  S\  t'..  May  :JU  1S62. 
Sib:  The  machinery'  of  the  Bienrill^  needing  repairs,  and  the  accu- 
mulation of  persons  captured  on  the  steamers  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade,  have  determined  me  tx>  send  yoor  vessel  to  the  North* 

You  will  take  on  board  a  regiment  of  soldiers  from  this  place  and 
land  tliem  at  Stono,  after  which  you  will  proceed  oti  Charleston  and 
receive  from  the  /uyslone  Staff'  and  other  of  the  blockading  vessels 
such  persons  as  have  been  taken  from  prizes. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  report  to  the  eomman- 
dant  of  the  navy  yard,  informing  also  the  DciJartnjent  of  vour  arrival 
and  asking  its  instructions  for  the  disposal  of  the  captured  crews. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlugO^cer. 
Commander  J.  K*  M.  Mullany, 

I/*  S.  S,  BirnmlU^  Part  Royal. 


ierfrom  Plag-Offioi'  D^f  Pmit^  (L  S.  Navy.,  hi  Naval  Constructor 
L*mthal^  U*  S.  ^avy^  regarding  th^  repairs  to  be  tnad^^  to  the  C^.  S.  S. 
RiejtvUle, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rfa/al  Ilarhor,  K  €.,  May  dl,  1862. 
'Sir;  I  send  the  Bienville  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs,  and  in  the 
absence  of  her  chief  engineer  in  a  prize  have  availed  myself  of  the 
services  of  Mr-  King,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  whose  health,  I 
trust,  will  be  much  Ixrnedted  by  a  trip  to  the  Ntu'th, 

1  have  directed  him  to  make  a  report  to  the  Bureau,  through  Com- 
mander Mullany,  of  the  condition  of  the  machinery'  of  the  Bienville 
and  of  the  repairs  necessary  to  make  her  an  effective  ship  for  two  or 
three  months  service,  I  can  ill  spare  her  at  this  time,  when  the  pi"es- 
sure  on  the  blockaide  is  increasing,  and  I  hopt^  the  Bureau  will  forward 
the  repairs  as  rapidly  as  jKissible,  only  ordering  such  as  will  require, 
perhaps,  two  weeks'  detention. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  refer  to  the  services  of  Chief  Engineer  King 
in  this  squadron. 
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They  have  been  most  valuable  in  every  wav,  but  Dartieularly  in  keep- 
ing in  order  the  engines  of  the  different  vessels  whien  have  been  severely 
tried  in  blockading  duty. 

RespectfuUv,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

J.  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  Construction^  Equipment^  and  Repair. 


RejM/rt  of  Lieutenant  Ammen^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  naval  forces^ 
St.  JohrCs  River.,  Florida.,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
St.  John's  River,  Florida,  May  31,  1862. 

Sib:  The  Seneca  returned  two  da^'s  ago  from  a  visit  of  several  days 
up  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Black  Creek.  Three  contrabands  came 
on.  They  state  that  they  oelong  to  a  Captain  Houston,  who  commands 
a  body  of  men  who  have  thrown  a  boom  across  Black  Creek  4  miles 
from  the  mouth,  and  who  have  coverts  near  by  for  the  purpose  of 
picking  off  our  men  should  we  attempt  to  go  up.  I  am  unable  to  ascer- 
tain why  they  suppose  we  might  wish  to  ascend  the  creek.  It  leads 
near  to  the  railroad  and  to  the  rear  of  Jacksonville,  which  may  ao<x)unt 
for  it. 

I  send  five  contrabands  in  the  Garibaldi^  retaining  and  enlisting  one 
for  the  present  on  account  of  his  local  knowledge.  His  niaster  was 
one  of  the  pei*sons  who  attacked  the  Penguin^s  l^ts  and  boasts  that 
he  hung  the  negro  pilot  there  captured. 

I  send  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  service  who  was  a  prisoner  taken  at 
Cedar  Keys  in  the  schooner  Atwatei*  about  one  year  ago.  He  was 
induced  to  join  the  rebellion  in  the  hope  of  finding  an  opportunity  of 
escape. 

A  Mrs.  Donaldson  came  off  in  a  boat.  She  was  a  passenger  from 
Fernandina  by  the  Garibaldi  on  her  last  trip  through  the  intercession 
of  Colonel  Rich. 

On  that  account  I  send  a  boat  to  communicate  and  return  from  Fer- 
nandina, and  shall  endeavor  hereafter  to  prevent  the  return  of  persons, 
particularly  as  parties  or  companies  are  organizing  with  a  view  to 
apprehend  them,  and  also  for  the  puipose  of  preventing  persons  enter- 
ing St.  Augustine  or  holding  intercourse  with  the  gunboats  on  this 
river. 

The  poor  people,  of  whom  I  see  a  number,  are  ver}-  much  troubled 
at  the  conscription,  and  do  not  know  which  way  to"  turn.  The  war 
now  bears  heavily  upon  them,  but,  ignorant  as  thev  are,  thev  express 
themselves  unwilling  to  abandon  their  effects  and  their  families  except 
as  a  last  extremity,  which  no  doubt  will  end  in  their  being  compelled 
to  serve. 

The  Painnm  is  still  up  the  river,  where  she  will  remain  until  the 
7th  instant,  if  we  do  not  go  up  the  river  before  that  time. 

She  will  then  be  short  of  provisions. 

The  nonarrival  of  provisions  and  coal  as  intended  makes  it  neces- 
sary to  send  the  Garibaldi  for  20  tons  of  coal  and  provision3,  which 
will  become  necessary  within  a  week. 
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I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  probable  injury  of  the  Isaa^^  Smith 
[from  uiarine  wonii.s.     1  fear  a  aelaj  to  beach  and  breara  her  may 
her  ver>'  i^oon  to  he  iin seaworthy, 

&  Seneca  has  been  nearly  tliree  months  in  these  waters.     With  a 
"proRpect  of  active  openition^  at  other  points,  I  trust  we  may  be  able 
^tu  j^hare  in  them  if  it  will  not  embarrass  the  dispo.sition  of  your  force. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

Daniel  Ammen,  ^ 
Lieutenmit^  Commmidmgy  Senior  Officer^  St,  John^s  Miver* 

Flag-OfBeer  Saml,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commundhig  SouthtTH  Bloekadimj  Stpmdroti, 


Order  of  Fl^- Officer  Du  Poni^  K  S.  Nm^^  to  IdeuteTiant  Law,  IL  S. 
Navy^  to  dismtch  tJi£  U.  S.  S.  Hemry  Anwrew  to  Port  Royal  Harbor^ 
S(mih  Carotina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Payal  Uarhw\  S\  C,  May  31,  1S62. 
Sra:  On  the  receipt  of  thin  order  you  will  immediately  dLspat<^h  the 
^  Ilvnry  Andreio  to  this  anchorage,  sending  in  her  the  contrabund  pilot, 
1  William. 

Respectfully,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fhtij'Officefr, 

LlEtTTENANT   LaW, 

U.  S,  S.  WeHieT'n  Worlds  Senior  Officer,  Savamiah  Biver. 


of  Commander  Le  Roy^  K  S.  Nairn ^  cmnmanding  U.  S*  S. , 

Keystone  State^  regarding  the  capture  of  tn£  British  mluxmer  Cora^ 
off  BvlFs  hlattd^  South  Carolina^  May  31^  186^, 

U.  S,  S,  Keystone  State, 
Off  CharkMon,  S.  C  May  SI,  1862. 

Sih:  This  morning  about  8  o'clock  I  came  up  with  and  boarded 
(about  15  miles  from  the  lilockade,  Charleston  lK*arin|br  W,  by  S.)  the 
English  schooner  Vctra^  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Nassau,  and 
claiming  to  be  bound  to  Baltimore.  Her  name  and  description  being 
that  of  a  vessel  that  has  been  engaged  in  running  the  blockade,  her 
proximity  to  the  coast  (one  of  her  crew  stating  they  ran  in  to  get 
soundings)  of  South  Carolina,  and  also  having  learned  from  a  vessel 
boarded  previously  that  she  was  standing  inshore  early  this  morning, 
I  deemea  the  Cora  sufficiently  an  object  of  suspicion  to  detain  her  and 
send  her  to  the  port  at  Philacielphia.  I  have  found  it  necessary  (from 
my  inabilit3^  to  furnish  a  large  prize  crew)  to  detain  one-half  of  her 
crew,  who  will  ]>e  sent  north  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  I  have 
placed  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  A.  Pettit  in  charge,  with  a 
prize  crew  of  five  men, 

I  would  re^spectf ully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  prizes  taken  lately  embarrasses  us  very  much  for 
the  want  of  officers  and  men, 
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I  have   the   honor  to  be,   sir,   very   n*spectfully,  b^our]  ohwdient^ 
servant, 

Wm.  E,  Le  Rov, 

Com  f minder, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreiartj  of  tfw  Nfivt/^  IViiMhin^f^m^  D.  O, 

Cargo  of  schooner  Cora^  340  sacks  of  nalt.     Arcorapanyin^  deposi- j 

tion  wdl  crive  evidenco  of  her  intention  of  endmvonng  to  run  the/ 

blockade  of  Charle.ston. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm,  E*  Le  Roy, 

Cfmimander. 


V.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Of  OhorlMiOK  S.  a,  June  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  rapture  by  this  ves.sel,  on  the  morning  of 
May  20,  otf  this  port,  of  the  English  stream  propeller  Klhabetfu  t>f 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  249 J |  tonnage  register,  owned  by  John 
Holmes  Hanna,  of  New  Orleans,  At  8  p.  m,  the  same  da^^  I  dis- 
patched the  Klizaheth  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Acting  Mils ter  Curtis 
Redman,  of  this  ship,  with  prize  crt*w,  taking  from  the  prize  all  but 
the  captain,  cook,  cabin  boy,  and  live  blacks,  list  of  those  retained  as 
per  paper  enclosed,  The  ElkiiJuth  was  formerly  the  General  3f/ro- 
m4>n^  and  is  evidently  a  very  valuable  prize,  many  of  the  boxes  visil>Ie 
being  marked  *' Enfield  rifles."  The  455  boxes,  marked  "" glass,"  as 
''not  landed  from  Havana,"  it  hiLs  been  ascertained  contained  muni- 
tions of  war. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  May  I  C4iptured  the  English  schooner 
Cora^  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Nassau,  her  caphiin  stating  be 
was  bound  to  Baltimore,  but  no  charts  could  be  found  on  board,  of  the 
Atlantic  or  the  coast  north  of  South  Carolina.  The  deposition  of  one 
of  her  crew — if  other  evidence  than  found  on  board  the  Cora — ^goes  to 
show  Baltimore  wajH  not  her  destination.  In  searching  the  f!</nz  evi- 
dences were  found  of  their  intention  of  setting  heron  tire.  The  cargo 
of  the  Cora  consisted  of  340  sacks  of  salt;  the  vessel  a  pi>or  one. 

The  Cora  sailed  from  Nassau  on  the  22d  ultimo.  The  JVmkrille,  I 
learn,  was  then  in  Nassau  unloaded;  was  painted  lead  color;  contra- 
dictory reports  of  her  movements,  some  reports  [stating]  she  would  go 
to  England  to  l>e  sold. 

Two  schooners  were  in  company  with  the  Chra  a  day  or  two  l>efor© 
her  capture.  The  steamer  Cecile  Is  reported  to  have  left  Nassau  two 
weeks  since  (from  Saturday),  laden  with  monitions  of  war. 

The  Chra  sailed  on  the  afternoon  of  her  capture  for  Philadelphia  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  A.  Pettit  with  a  crew  of  five  men 
from  this  ship.  The  capUiin,  mate,  and  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Cora 
were  sent  home  in  her,  trie  latter  lieing  the  pnrson  whose  deposition* 
please  tind  enclosed.  The  original  was  sent  to  the  prize  commission- 
ers, with  other  papers,  and  a  copy  to  the  honoi*able  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

The  officer  and  prize  crew  sent  home  in  the  D^xlt;  {Success)  not  hav- 
ing been  sent  back,  manning  two  prizes  taken  the  past  week  by  this 


I 


^Not  neceasary  to  publit^h. 
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P.  in.,  2d,  The  priHoncrs,  as  per  list  ent'Iosod,  wero  put  on  tward  tho 
umvill<\  that  left  thi?^  evening  for  Philadelphiii. 


ghip,  and  a.s8istin^  in  manningf  the  prize  stoamer  PatraH^  ha^  ei  ipnUHl 

me  much  for  oftieer.s  and  men.  Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  C  oru* 
landing  Trundy,  of  the  Rf>thiivk\  kindly  volunteei'cd  nie  asnistanee 
rith  an  officer  and  tive  seanien,  which  I  was  coiujJclltHl  t-o  accept,  par- 
ticularly as  Captain  Trundy  stated  he  could  spare  them.  The  oilit*er— 
^Acting  Master  t^  Mate  Edwin  W.  Partridge— 1  haveurdi^riHl  t4i  do  duty 
as  an  acting  master,  Hubjeet  to  approval,  which  1  would  respectfully 
ask  might  be  confirmed  to  date  from  the  1st  June,  inclusive,  the  day  be 
joined  me. 

The  number  of  persons  found  on  board  some  of  the  prizes,  the  want  of 
room,et<:\,  and  the  inability  to  spare  prize  crews  of  sufficient  strength, 

!ender  it  necessary  for  the  sake  of  security  to  remove  a  portion  of 
hose  found  on  l>oard. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  E.  Le  Rov, 
Comniand<ft\ 
Fkg-Offieer  Saml.  F.  Dli  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdij,  South  Atlantic  Blochiding  Sqnmiron^  I^/t^t  Royals 
'" 

ILMerfrom,  Major' General  Ffunter^  U.  S.Amvu^  to  Fl^ag-Offi^cer  Du 
I    Pont^  U.  &  I^af}^y^  requesting  iransportati'Oih  ojiToopif  f^o  Stmio  Ini^t^ 
1    Soidh  Carolina. 
I  HEADQUARTEKa  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

f  initon  Head,  Port  Roijitl,  S,  C,  June  1,  1S6%. 

Dear  Sir:  We  shall  thank  you  very  much  if  you  can  send  over  the 
^lenry  Andrew  to  take  in  four  or  five  companies  for  the  Stono* 
,  If  you  can  ^pare  any  force  from  your  command  to  act  on  tho  land, 

it  wilt  give  me  great  pleasure  to  assign  to  it  an  honorable  position. 

ii  With  great  respect,  very  sincerely, 

f  D.  Hunter, 

Majf/r-  Gefieral. 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Ihr 


^ttUTfrojn  F7a//'Ofieer  Ihi  Pcmt^  U,  S.  Nfwy^  to  Major- Oeneral  Bun^ 
ter.  tj.  S.  Aroit/^  placing  the  IT,  S,  S\  Henry  Andreir  at  his  nenrioe. 

Flagship  Waeash, 
Port  Royal  IhrUr,  S,  a,  June  /,  1S62. 
General:  I  have  received  Brigadier-General  Benhaml'i  message  * 
rough  Mr.  Preston.     I  regret  that  two  of  my  shipt!»  should  Ije  delayed 
from  important  service  for  another  day,  but'l  am  aware  of  the  ditB- 
culties  you  have  to  contend   with,  and  the  vessels  will  wait   until 
to-morrow  morning. 
I  have,  however,  to  take  exception  to  the  attempt  of  General  Ben- 
I,  a«  expressed  in  very  anqualified  terms  to  Mr.  Preston,  U*  attrib- 
his  tnaoiltty  to  meet  bk  own  arrangements  to  any  shortcoming)^  on 
part.     I  ksarn  from  Mr.  Preston  that  he  again  .spoke  of  the  l*tnn^ 
MB  having  gone  off  without  his  knowledge.     He  a^^ked  for  thiii 

♦  Kot  found. 
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steamer  to  go  to  E>listo  to  assist  General  Wright  to  cross  and  land  his 
troops,  and  she  was  dispatched  in  all  haste. 

General  Wright  and  nimself  seem  to  have  given  faith  to  a  malicious 
report  that  the  gunboats  had  been  driven  down  Stono,  hence  all  the 
disappointment  about  the  Planter. 

The  steamer  Henry  Andrew  is  here  from  the  Savannah  River  and  is 
at  your  service  for  the  purposes  indicated  by  Brigadier-General  Ben- 
ham  in  his  interview  with  me  yesterday. 

I  am.  general,  respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl<ig-(^ficer. 
Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Ccmdg.  Department  of  the  Smithy  Hilton  Head^  &  CI 


Letter  from  t  lag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U,  S.  Navy^to  Major- General  Hun- 
ter^ U.  S.  Army,  calliny  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  nuMter  of  the 
army  transport  Delaware. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
PoH  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  1,  1862. 
General:  I  regret  extremely  to  trouble  you  on  any  matter  which 
would  83em  to  involve  anv  issue  or  disagreement  between  the  two 
8er\aces  we  represent,  the  harmony  between  which  has  been  so  agree- 
able in  itself  and  so  advantageous  to  the  public  service. 

But  an  occurrence  has  taken  place  which  the  enclosed  correspond- 
ence* will  fully  explain,  and  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to 
your  notice. 

I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  Brigadier-General  Benham  would  have 
seen  the  transaction  in  tne  li^ht  I  have  placed  it,  and  inmiediately  dis- 
charged from  the  public  service  a  person  guilty  of  so  wanton  an  insult 
to  a  whole  profession,  and  I  was  tne  more  persuaded  of  this,  for,  in 
an  unofficial  note  to  me  until  he  could  answer  my  communication  more 
formally,  he  states  that  on  enquiry  the  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the 
Ddaware,  by  his  own  admission,  is  more  reprehensible  than  had  been 
represented. 

1  am,  therefore,  compelled,  general,  to  make  this  appeal,  and  I 
remain,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Oficer. 
Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  off  Charleston,  S.  U. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  1,  1862. 
Sir:  After  landing  the  troops  at  Stono,  you  will  proceed  to  your 
station  off  Charleston  for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Port  Royal. 

*  Not  found. 
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of  the  Secretary  (rf  the  Navy  to  Lwutenaid  Trenehard^  U.  S, 
Nam^  eommandbig  U,  S.  S\  Rftode  Iskmd^  regarding  the  duties 
oftnat  ve^eL 

Navy  Department,  June  2^  1862. 
Sir:  Hereafter  the  U.  S*  S.  Rhode  hland  will  not  supply  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Atlantic  squadrons  and  will  touch  at  Port  Royal  only  on 
her  way  to  the  tfulf.  Tae  Ea^stern  Gulf  Squadron  commences  at  Capo 
CanaveraL  On  your  return  trip  you  will  touch  both  at  Port  Ro3'al 
and  Hampton  Koad.s,  forwarding'  your  mails  a^  u.sual  from  the  lattei 
place  to  tne  Depirtment.  You  will  continue  to  hrhig  home  the  sick 
and  wounded  from  Port  Royal  and  Hampton  Roads,  and  from  any  of 
the  vessels  of  the  Atlantic  i^qnadronH  that  you  may  communicate  with. 
Proceed  on  this  seiTice  a.s  soon  as  the  Rhode  Island  is  ready  for  sea, 

I  and  enter  Boston  on  your  return* 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc,, 
Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  S,  D,  Trenciiard, 
^         Cominmiding  U,  S.  S*  Rh/}d^  Islnnd.,  Boston^  MaM, 
Or. 


O'rd^  ofths  SeeretaTy  of  tJn'  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Gillespie ^  V,  S. 
Nam  J  commanding  ui  S.  bark  Braziliem^  to  proceed  to  Port  Rtyyalj 


Navy  Department,  June  2^  1S62. 
Sm:  When  the  bark  Bra2illera„  under  your  command,  shall  be  in  all 

^ respects  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch 
to  Port  RoyaX  H.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Otficer  Du  Pont  for  duty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 
Acting  Muster  W.  T,  Gillespie,  U,  S.  Navy, 
Command ing  [\  S.  bark  Braziliera,  Philadelphia. 


Chnmul  o^rder  of  Flag*  Offii^r  Da  Pont^  U.  S\  Nam/,  regarding  the 
absence  ofbfxits  and  officers  front  blockading  i^essels. 


General  Orders,  {  Fi^oship  Wabash, 

No,  14,  (  Pyrt  Royal  ffarkrr,  S.  tV,  Jane  2,  1862. 

Hereafter  no  boat  will  be  allow^cd  to  go  out  of  signal  distftince  from 
the  ship  to  which  it  l)elongs  without  the  approval  of  the  senior  officer 
present,  and  then  only  on  public  service. 

Whenever  an  officer  is  sent  up  to  Port  Royal  on  special  duty,  the 
cause  thereof  nmst  be  explained  by  letter,  and  no  officer  will  be  per- 
mitted to  le^ve  his  ship  for  any  other  point  on  the  coast  on  private 
business. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  O^ceer^  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Bloekading  Sguadron. 
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Order  of  Flag^-Officer  DuPont^  U.  S.  Naiyy^to  Li^ttterkmU  Lcm^  U.  S. 
^airy^  commanding  U.  S,  S.    Western  World. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (?.,  June  2,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  this  port  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Law, 

Corrhmandlng  U.  S.  S.  Western  World,  Savannah  Pi/oer. 

You  will  please  show  to  Brigadier-General  Terry  this  order. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  Flxtg-  Officer  Ihi  Po7it,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Oodon, 
U,  S.  Immj,  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  St,  John^s  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P&rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  2,  1862. 
Sib:  I  send  the  Hope  with  your  mails.     Please  dispatch  her  at  once 
to  this  port.     She  has  orders  to  stop  at  Wassaw  on  her  return. 

You  will  please  send  without  delay  the  vessel  you  can  best  spare  to 
St.  John's  River,  to  report  for  duty  to  the  senior  oflScer  there. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offix^er. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  Senior  Offi^^er,  St.  Simwi^s. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rhind,    U.    S.   Navy,  commanding   U.    S.    S. 

Crusader,  regarding  trading  permits  issued  by  the  qvxjurtermaster  at 

Part  Royal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusadeb, 
North  Fdisto  Ri/ver,  June  2,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Planter  arrived  last  evening,  bringing  your  communica- 
tions of  28th  (with  enclosure)  and  3()th.  The  former  has  been  read  to 
those  engaged  in  the  affair  at  the  Dawho  batterv.  Pei-mit  me  to 
express  my  thanks  for  the  pleasing  manner  in  which  the  favorable 
notice  of  tne  Department  is  made  known  by  you. 

The  Hah  left  for  the  Stono  soon  after  8  a.  m.  to-day.  Acting 
Master  Dickinson  took  passage  in  her  with  the  expectation  of  reaching 
the  Keystone  State  by  tne  Bwb,  now  off  Stono  Bar,  or  some  vessel  oi 
that  portion  of  the  squadron  off  Charleston.  I  have  placed  Acting 
Master  McDougall  in  charge  of  the  Planter  until  Mr.  Phoenix  arrives, 
and  she  is  already  at  work,  having  made  two  trips  to  Seabrook  Point 
with  troops  this  afternoon.  The  l^lanter,  as  a  transport,  may  do  good 
service  here,  but  the  HaU  is  the  most  useful  vessel  for  this  nver. 
Several  small  vessels  have  arrived  here  lately,  following  the  troops, 
but  not  belonging  to  sutlers  of  any  of  the  regiments  stationed  here. 
They  have  presented  a  sort  of  order  to  United  States  vessels  "  enjoin- 
ing" the  free  passage  of  the  vessel  and  signed,  or  purporting  to  be, 


I 
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bj  the  quarteriiuustAM'  at  Fort  Koyal.  1  perniitted  the  lir^st  uf  these  to 
pass,  after  obtaiuing  the  permission  of  Getieral  Wrig-ht  to  trade  with 
his  force;  this  was  the  sehooner  MelmjUer^  of  Provideiieo;  her  only 
paper  waj5  a  sort  of  fishing  license  taken  out  by  a  Mr.  Reynolds, 
This  ufternuon  a  smaU  sloop  came  in,  repoiliog  from  Beaufort,  with 
a  similar  pass.     The  following  is  a  copy: 

Chief  QrAKTERMAffTKR^s  Office, 

Fori  Royal  S\  <l.  May  2S,  2S6f, 
Claptam  Soloman  Smedley  haa  perminion  to  go  to  Nortli  EdL*rto  ( with  his  sloop) 
and  thereabouta,  for  the  i>iirpoee  of  selling  goods.     All   Govemmeiil  veaBels  are 
hereby  eiijoLneti  to  let  him  i>as»  iimnoleeted. 

C.  E.  FuLLKa, 
v.  S*  Army,  Chief  Qttarl^nnaBtert  N.  D,  Departmeni  SotUh. 

Approved,  by  order  of  Brigttdier-Generul  Steveiw: 
Hazard  Stkvens^ 

Captain,  Ad,iiu/  AstfijttnTd  AdjuUiTU-GeneroL 

1  told  the  person  on  board  the  Heinderr  that  hereafter  he  most  not 
come  to  this  place  without  a  pass  from  you;  that  this  jKjrt  was  not 
open  to  tnule,  and  your  order  alone  could  pass  him.  1  have  detained 
two  persons  (with  their  sloop),  and  respectfully  ask  what  course  is  to 
be  pursued  with  vessels  coming  into  this  river  with  such  informal 
voucher^.  From  Northern  ports  also  vessels  are  now  coming  in  here, 
furnish<^d  with  proper  cleiimnccs,  however.  A  schooner  with  sutlers' 
stores  arrived  last  evening  from  New  York, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhi?jd, 
Lieutenant^  Ctmimandimf , 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vottiniundirtg  Stmth  Atlantic  Bltwhiding  Squudrmi* 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tJie  Nairy  to  F!ug-  Offieer  Du  Pont^  U.  S, 
Nmry^  regarding  hlocJca^ie  runners  at  Nassau^  Nenj  Protndence. 

Navy  Department,  Jane  S^  186^. 

Sir:  The  consul  at  Nassau,  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  states 
that  tht*  rebel  fleet  of  seven  steamers  at  that  pi*rt  is  making  prepam- 
tions  to  leave  in  a  body  for  the  purpose  of  breaking,  by  stiiitagem  or 
force,  our  coast  blockade,  at  Charleston,  probably.  Some  of  the  large 
steamers  are  repc^rted  to  be  well  armed. 

The  steamers  are  i^unted  a  light  lead  color,  even  to  their  smoke- 
.stacks,  whicdi  will  lessen  their  chances  of  being  seen. 

The  steamer  VeciJe  was  loading  at  Nassau  with  nmskets,  etc.,  for 
Charleston* 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDKON    WkLLEB. 

Plag-Officev  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadri/n^  Port  Bogal^  S.  CI 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ihi  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Actmq  Master  Oard- 
ner,  u.  aS,  iVbw,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  O.  M.  Petttt^  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort^  S.  (J.^for  the  protection  of  ladies  ai  that  place. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  8.  (7.,  June  «f,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  Beaufort  and  remain  until  to-morrow 
morning,  when  you  will  return  to  this  anchorage. 

My  oDJect  in  sending  vou  up  is  for  the  protection  of  certain  Amer- 
ican ladies  now  there,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  a  large 
number  of  troops  from  there,  feel  some  apprehension  in  consequence. 
Should  anything  occur  to  alarm  them,  you  will  receive  them  on  board. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  French,  one  of  the  Government  agents,  is  acquainted 
with  the  object  of  your  visit  in  the  Pettit^  but  you  will  not  speak  of 
it  nor  conmiunicate  the  substance  of  these  orders  to  anvone  else. 

You  will  give  Mrs.  General  Hunter  a  passage  to  Beaufort  if  she 
desires  it. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  A.  S.  Gardner, 

Vammanding  U.  S.  S.  [O.  M.]  Pettit,  Port  Royal.     ' 


Report  of  Commander  Marcha/nd^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanddm^  U.  S.  S. 
Jwmes  Adger^  regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  off  Charleston^  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston^  June  J,  18G2. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  nothing  has  transpired  here  since  last 
writing  to  you. 

By  me  Bienville.^  on  her  way  to  Philadelphia,  yesterday,  the  remain- 
der of  the  crews  of  the  captured  steamer  Elizabeth  and  schooner  Cora 
were  sent  north.     A.lso  one  seaman  from  this  ship,  William  Finnegan, 
whose  term  of  enlistment  expires  this  day. 
The  Alabama  has  not  yet  rejoined  this  blockading  squadron. 
The  disposition  of  the  vessels  here  is  as  follows: 
Bark  Restless,  off  Bull's  Bay. 

Steamer  Augusta  and  pilot  boat  Blunt,  off  Dewees  Inlet. 
Pocahontas  and  Flamoeau,  north  and  west  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 
Bark  Roebuck  and  steamers  Keystone  State,  Norwich,  and  James 
Adger,  in  front  of  Charleston. 
Ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  off  main  Ship  Channel. 
Sumj^ter,  nenr  entrance  to  Lawford  Channel. 
The  arrival  of  the  army  at  Stono  yesterday  does  not  seem  to  have 
caused  any  additional  movements  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  percep- 
tible from  our  vessels. 

The  Flainheau  is  on  her  way  to  Stono  Inlet,  having  on  board  Acting 
Master  Lloyd  Phoenix,  of  the  Pocahontas,  where  he  will  be  left  with 
a  hope  of  more  speedily  joining  the  Planter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Commander  and  Senior  O'fficer. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  BU>ckading  Sguad/ron. 
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Additumal  report  of  Chmmmider  Man-hmid.,  IL  S,  Nary,  command- 
mg  U.  6\  S.  Jarn^  Adger^  regardintj  ih*:  dmpoHitUm  f{f  vemeh. 

U.  S.  S.  -Iames  Adqer, 

Of  OhnrlrMnv.  Jun^  S,  1862. 

Sm:  Since  my  coranuinioation  of  thi?;  iiioniing  the  Al^iama,  Com- 
mander Ijiiuipi\  has  roai'hed  here  from  Stono. 

Her  arrival  will  materially  aid  in  the  blockade  of  this  place. 

For  the  la^^t  few  nights  our  hloekadiii]Lf  line  haw  l)een  nearer  tho 
entranee  of  the  harbor  than  de^inible,  an  it  given  little  apace  for  chase 
after  vessels  running  into  the  harbor;  in  eonsecpienee  of  which  one  of 
the  fastest  stt»amers  directly  befoi'e  Chai'leston  had  to  be  withdrawn 
before  *lay light  to  chtise  to  the  southward  in  search  of  approa<*hing  or 
departing  vessels,  to  cooperate  with  the  Aiu/midy  off  Dew^ees  Inlet, 
which  alsci  kmves  her  anchorage  to  cruise  northward  and  sight  the  land 
from  the  oeighljorhood  of  Cape  Roiiiain  to  lioirs  liay. 

The  return  of  the  Am/mtu  w\\\  enable  me  to  keei>  a  fast  steamer 
cruising  all  night  to  the  eastward  and  south w^ard,  ana  still  allow  a  con- 
tra(*tion  of  our  line  its  it  lias  l>eon  for  the  last  few  days. 

It  would  be  invidious  for  me  to  cruise,  being  the  senior  ollicer,  by 
which  this  vessel  might  make  captur<*s,  when  so  many  others  here  are 
incapable,  or  from  necessity  arc  required  to  maintain  certain  importarrt 
pointis;  hence  the '//r///t^#  ^If^t^Missumes  a  permanent  pof^ition  except 
m  c-ases  of  emergency. 

Ho  unusual  excitement  has  been  appirent  in  Charleston  Harbor  or 
on  SulHvan\s  or  Morris  islands  consequent  on  the  occupation  of  8tono 
River  l>v  our  army. 

If,  with  the  vessels  here,  any  demonstration  can  l>e  made  or  duty 
done  toward  aiding  in  the  reduction  of  Charleston,  every  officer  and 
man  w^ould  be  proud  to  exert  himself  to  his  utmost  ability. 

Lieutenant  Ihonnis  H.  Eastman  arrived  to-day  in  the  supply  steamer 
Ma^achimttH^  with  orders  from  the  Navy  DepartTuent  to  report  to 

70U  for  duty  on  lioard  the  Keydotie  State*     As  this  vessel  is  present, 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  order  him  to  report  to  Commander  Le  Key, 
Iand  instructed  him  to  report  to  you  hy  letter. 
I  am  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  B.  March  AND, 
Cmnmunder  wtid  Senior  O^^jer. 
Flag-Offiecr  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
C'tmidg,  South  Athintie  Blftckading  S/puidnm^  Port  Royal, 
Re 
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Report  of  Cornmander  Marchand,  U.  S»  Nary,  transmittiifw  th^  report 
of  Lwntimant  BaMt^  (L  S.  Naiw,  ixntiiHuttding  U,  *>.  S,  Pooa- 
hontas^  regardmg  tfw  kmt  ofmrmll  hmtn  during  a  grdr. 


U.  S.  S.  Jamks  Adger, 

Ojf'  rharh'Man.  Juue  8,  186^. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  counminication  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Baleh,  of  the  I'tKahrtntas,  in  relation  to  the 
loss  of  the  launch,  whaleboat,  and  dingey,  and  the  critical  situation 
of  that  vessel  in  a  gale  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant. 

Lieutenant  Conmumding  Balch  informed  me  that  at  one  time  he  W 
apprehensive  he  would  be  compelled  to  cut  aw^V  ^^^  masts  to  save  tl 
Pocahmtaa, 
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Some  of  the-vea.Hels  dra^god  their  aiu-hors,  mid  a  few  were  vom- 
pellod  to  get  undo r way  in  tlir  saiiio  ;,^!ilo. 

I  am,  however,  happy  to  inform  you  that  there  was  no  aceident  to 
or  Ios8  sustained  by  any  of  the  blockading  ve^isels  on  that  occ^ision 
ext*ept  to  the  Poat^imitas, 

Since  that  tinie  I  have  pven  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the 
blockading  vessels  to  anchor  farther  out  in  the  event  of  strong  .-^uth- 
ea^t  winds, 

I  am,  sir,  very  re^spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  IvIarchand, 
Oonimunder  and  Sen^<?r  Officer, 

Flag-Officer  8,  F.  Du  Font, 

Voinvuinding  South  Atitintfr  Birjckmling  Sq^mjclnnu 

[Ent'lusijix*.] 

U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Of  Vharh'Htmi,  S,  t'.,  June  4,  imiS. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thiit  I  proceeded  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  Hd  instant  Uj  the  anchorage  cif  the  supply  steamer  M<mmvhimett^ 
for  the  purpose  €»f  getting  fresli  beef  and  ^-egetabh^  for  the  erew  of 
thia  ship,  and  having,  l>y  the  kindjtess  of  Lieutenant  Coumianding 
Cooper,  of  that  ship,  in  view  of  the  far  inshore  position  of  the  Pttca- 
fumtm^  lM*en  dispatelied  earlier  thari  my  turn  demanded,  I  stood  in  at 
6 1 45  p .  m.  f  o  r  our  us  a  a  1  an  c  h  o  rage . 

At  7:35,  the  weather  thick  and  rainy,  it  l>ecame  necessary  to  anchor, 
which  weilid  in  3^  fathotos  water,  half  tiooil,  hut  were  unable  to  ascer- 
tain by  liearings  our  position.  The  wind  at  this  time  was  southeast, 
force  3,  with  heavv  rain. 

At  9  the  wmd  !§,  E,,  force  4;  at  9:10  p-  m,  I  veered  to  45  fathoms 
chain,  but  at  11:20,  apprehending  a  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  and  having 
but  a  scant  dejjth  of  water,  we  hove  up  the  anchor  and  stood  out,  as 
near  as  I  could  jndge,  in  the  direction  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 
At  this  time  the  sea  had  gotten  up  very  high  and  the  wind  strong  from 
the  S,  E.,  and  with  such  etfect  that  it  was  only  liy  the  prompt  use  of 
some  5  barrels  of  jxjrk  in  the  furnaces  we  could  get  steam  enough  to 
hold  our  own,  and  at  this  time  we  were  drifting  by  the  head  toward 
Kattlesnake  Shoal, 

By  12:30  a.  ra.,  the  wind  and  sea  having  increased  Uj  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  least  headway,  1  reluetantiv  gave 
orders  to  cut  away  the  launch,  the  dingey  anil  whaleboat  having 
ah'ead}'  been  washetl  from  tlieir  tiu'kles. 

I  made  signal  for  assistance,  as  1  found,  notwithstanding  a  heavy 
head  of  steam  was  carried,  that  we  were  drifting  bodily  on  to  the  Rtit- 
tlesnake  Shoal,  and  at  12:50,  in  a  territic  squall,  I  directed  the  anchor 
to  be  let  go  in  4i  fathoms  water,  high  water,  and  {H}  fathoms  of  chain 
to  be  veeretl,  keeping  the  propeller  going  fast.  By  these  means  we 
succeeded  in  riding  out  the  ^ale. 

In  consideration  of  the  circumstances  as  set  forth  above,  I  would 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  boilers  of  this  ship  have  not 
been  cleaned  since  the  10th  -lanuary,  which  readily  accounts  for  their 
not  making  steam  sufficient  to  relieve  her  from  the  dangerous  position 
she  was  in  last  night,  and  jnstities  the  des|X'rate  resort  to  which  I  was 
eoaipelled  t<:j  save  the  ship  from  being  wrecked. 
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In  justificatioo  of  niyaclf,  I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  nn  untiring 
zeal  for  the  cause  in  whirh  we  are  enga^^ed  hms  preventt^d  me  ii.sk ing 
for  time  sutfieient  to  give  that  attention  to  the  boilers  and  eniriue  of 
this  ship  which  at  any  other  time  1  should  have  deemed  oecessary  aud 
proper. 

Veiy  respectful Iv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  il  Balch, 
LieutefiXint^  Ct.nnm *tn difi a  PtKahtm fas. 

Commander  J.  R  Marchand,  U*  S.  Navy, 

Vmnitmnding  Blockmiing  Ff/rcm  off  Charl^JiUm^  S.  t\ 


RejKirt  of  Acting  Volunie^r  Lieuienmd  Baxter^  IL  S\  ^%^^^,  cirnimand^ 
vna  U~  S.  iark  Gem  of  tht  Sm^  reqardlng  the  mpture  oj  the  tuch. 
Mary  Stewart^  off  Sanim  Mvver^  June  S^  1S62, 
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^ 


ftfKmer 


U.  8.  Bark  Gkm  of  the  Sea, 
Btovhidlng  off  Gtfft^dofnt^  S,   (\^  June  3^  186^, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  this  luorning  we  eiip- 
tiired  the  schooner  Marg  Sfetnirf^  hailinj^^  from  Na.s,sau,  New  Frovi- 
denee,  H  miles  fi-om  the  entrance  of  the  South  Santee  River,  South 
Carolina,  while  attempting  to  nui  the  hloekade»  All  the  crew  had 
deserted  her  in  their  lx»at  and  made  the  best  of  their  way  for  the  shore 
a  «hort  time  previous  to  our  lioarding  her. 

By  papers  and  log  book  found  on  board  of  her,  it  api>ears  that  she 
cleared  from  the  port  of  Nas.sau,  New  Providence,  on  the  21st  of  May 
last,  fur  St,  John,  New  Brunswick,  with  the  following  crew  and  i'argo 
on  bourd:  Crew  as  follows:  S.  L.  Dexter,  captain;  H,  Thompson,  luat-e; 
Juliiisi  Potent,  James  Russell,  L.  A.  Jackson,  P.  F.  Roterts,  and  N.  A. 
Wood,  seamen. 

Cargo,  158  sacks  Liverpool  salt,  150  sacks  Bahaujasidt,  1  case  paper, 
1  box  soap,  1  liarrt^l  macki^rel,  10  kegs  soda,  *»  barrels  salt,  -1  barrels 
alum,  if  bam* Is  castor  oil,  and  1  box  tea.  I  ha\e  sent  her  to  the  port 
of  New  York  in  charge  of  a  prince  crew  for  adjudication.  The  above 
schooner  fi>riuerly  belonged  to  Governor  Wdliam  Aiken,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  hailed  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei^^ant, 

1.  B.  Baxter, 
Acting  Vohmteer  Lieuteminty  Conuuandlng, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

jSeorekirt/oft/ieJVdvt/^    \Vw<hingUm^  IK  L\ 


Report  of  Oommand^fr  DrayUm^  IL   S.   Navy^  canunanding  U.  S.   & 
Pawnee^  regarding  an  attack  upon  Vimfede^i^ate  ImUery, 

U.  S.  8.  Pawnee,  SUmo^  Jnm  S,  ISSt. 
Sir:  Since  my  last,  nothing  has  occurred  until  the  1st,  when  the 
ElU-Jt  was  tired  on  from  the  bushes  which  line  ii  creek  leading  from 
Folly  River  into  Li^ht-House  Inlet,  northerly.  This  induced  me, 
with  that  ve^ssel  and  the  lIaU\  to  make  a  more  thorough  exploration 
of  it,  and  this  I  did  on  the  morning  of  the  2d.     Three  miles  up  we 
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came  in  full  sight  of  a  batteir  of  six  guns  (as  I  afterwards  learned 
from  two  contrabands  who  took  advantage  of  the  confusion  caused  by 
my  fire  to  escape),  on  which  I  opened  with  one  of  the  EUerCs  Parrott 
guns,  being  able  later  to  use  both.  The  Hale^  being  abound  below 
me,  and  there  being  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the  El^  out  of  the 
mud,  after  having  established  the  position  of  the  battery,  and  of  a  camp 
farther  inland  at  a  place  called  Secessionville,  I  returned,  having, 
however,  been  under  the  fire  for  about  an  hour  without  having  been 
touched,  although  it  was  most  accurate,  the  shot  falling  either  beyond 
us  or  almost  wiuiin  a  few  yards  at  times.  With  all  the  care  I  could 
take  to  prevent  throwing  away  the  rifle  shot,  52  were  fired  in  good 
range,  at  which  rate  the  EUervs  supply  will  not  last  long,  and  indeed 
110  oi  her  200  have  been  already  used.  As  I  got  back  to  the  Stono 
River  I  saw  the  troop  steamers  outside,  and  sent  the  Hale  to  com- 
municate, when  she  brought  in  the  soldiers  on  the  BienviUe^  which 
vessel  at  once  proceeded  north. 

Generals  Hunter  and  Benham  came  in  at  2  o'clock,  shortly  after 
which  the  troops  were  landed  at  Old  Fort,  throwing  out  their  pickets 
for  the  night. 

To-day  they  seemed  to  have  been  entirely  checked,  and  I  should  not 
be  at  all  surprised  if  they  were  to  come  back  under  the  protection  of 
my  guns  betore  night,  unless  Wright's  force  reaches  in  time^  to  give 
support,  and  they  have  not  yet  made  their  appearance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Dratton, 
Commander^  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Sqv4id/ron^  Port  Royal. 

The  Hale  and  Andreio  have  joined  since  my  last 


Order  of  Flug- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Drayton^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  expressing  approbation  of  his  movements  at  Stono^ 
South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  4  1862. 
Sib:    Your  communications  of   May  30  and  June  3  have  been 
received,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  express  my  approbation  of  all 
your  movements  in  Stono. 

Keep  me  advised  as  often  as  possible  of  your  operations  and  of  your 
wants.  We  shall  endeavor  to  supply  at  once  the  articles  asked  for  in 
your  last  conmiunication. 

1  desire  that  your  cooperation  with  the  army  shall  be  harmonious, 
rendering  their  forces  all  assistance  in  your  power;  but  you  will  please 
keep  yourself  in  communication  with  Major-General  Hunter,  except 
when  ne  may  not  be  present. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pavynee,  Senior  Officer  in  Stono. 
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Itemfrt  of  Com/mmid-er  Marchand^  IL  S*  Nfwy^  cominamlimj  U.  S,  S, 
James  Ad^e)\  regarding  the  escape  of  contrahinds  from  (Jharle^ton. 

U.  S.  S.  Jakes  Adger» 
Of  C/mrle^fon,  Jmie  5,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  liuve  the  honor  to  advice  you  that  .six  contiiibEods  came  off 
this  forenoon  in  a  rickety  canoe  to  tlie  pilot  boat  lilmil^  then  at  anchor 
off  Deweos  InleL 

Their  names  are  Alexander*  Robert,  Samuel  (Juiuner,  Ton}"  Duhar, 
Monday,  and  Thomas  Hamilton,  Some  of  them  represent  that  they 
have  been  hidinj^^  in  the  woods  for  a  period  of  sixteen  and  nineteen 
months. 

Their  owners  reside  in  Charleston,  but  they  are  field  hands.  They 
added  that  their  friends  told  them  that  bloodhounds  would  be  sent 
after  them;  that  this  morning,  seeing  some  soldiers  on  BulFs  Island, 
thev  made  their  escape. 

jio  intelli^enee  could  be  obtained  from  them.  They  are  on  board 
this  ship,  and  if  useful  will  be  enlisted;  if  not,  will  be  sent  to  Port 
Royah 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  11  Ma  Kin  AND, 

Cmnmaiider  and  Senior  ijfficer, 
Flag-Offieer  S^  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlaniir  Bhu-hadlng  Squadnm^  Port  RoyaL 


^ 
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Letter  from  the  Secrdary  of  the  Nmyy  to  Fhy-OMt^er  Du  Pont^  U.  S, 
N<my^  regmrdmg  the  Naval  Acaaefny. 

Washington,  June  fi^  IS€2, 

My  Dear  Sir;  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  favor  of  the 
asth*  ultimo  and  for  the  sugge^Htions  therein/  The  subject  is  one  that 
has  its  emljarrassments- 

The  school  itself  is  afloat,  and  there  will  be  difficulty  in  pressing  the 
present  Congress  to  consent  to  its  restoration  to  Annapolis,  I  doubt, 
nowever,  if  a  majority  ean  be  induced  to  consent  to  any  other  locality. 
In  the  ex|>ectation  that  Congress  would,  before  this,  have  taken  some 
definite  action,  I  had  cherished  the  idea  that  Captain  Blake  would  remain 
in  chari»;e  of  the  institution  until  it  was  peniianently  established. 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  mserted  in  the  appropriation 
bill  a  spiM'itic  sum  for  the  Naval  Academy  at  Newport.  It  is  aonlrtful 
whether  it  will  pass  the  Senate  in  this  form.  The  Naval  Committee 
have,  in  a  letter  to  me,  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  sehool  is  estab- 
lished already  at  Annapolis;  that  its  removal  being  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, the  school  must  return  thither  as  soon  as  that  necessity  ceases  to 
exist 

This  is  the  present  position  of  affairs.  In  the  meantime  the  advent 
lof  another  academic  year  is  at  hand,  when  some  permanent  arrange- 
Bient  in  re^rd  to  the  Superintendent  must  be  maoe, 

I  appreciate  all  that  you  say  in  relation  to  Commander  Rodgers,  and 
Diay  adopt  your  suggestions,  although  my  own  mind  a  vear  since  had 
turned  in  a  different  direction.  Circumsbinces  and  tte  position  of 
individuals  have  since  that  time  undergone  some  radical  cnanges.  I 
am  glad  you  have  not  yet  said  anything  to  Conmiander  Rodgers,  and 
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perhaps  it  is  iidvi-siihle  you  ^should  not,  unless,  or  until,  thr  subject  is 
d^^t<M'iiuiied. 

I  nmy  sh}^  to  you  in  c^ontideiice  that  had  1  aetoA  hist  summer  I  should 
hiivo  prolmbly  selected  our  friend  Foote  for  the  jjosition.  His  suhse* 
quent  eall  tu  the  post  where  he  has  done  sueh  ^aUant  service  and  wou 
renown  that  identifies  his  name  with  the  Mississippi  has,  to  sooie 
extent,  mmlitied  the  [>haseof  affairr^.  1  never  intimated  to  Flao;"-Otticer 
Foote  that  I  had  this  purpose  in  view  that  I  recollect,  nor  do  I  know 
how  it  would  then  have  been  received  by  him,  or  how  esteemed  under 
the  since  altered  circumstances. 

The  whole  subject  is  open  and  undecided,  and  I  fi-ankly  communi- 
cate the  true  condition  of  things  to  you,  and  hope  you  will  frcelv  and 
with(ait  reserve  give  me  your  views  and  opinions  in  contidence.  There 
is  DO  person  whose  opinions  I  would  more  regard;  and  permit  me  t-o 
say,  at  this  time  and  in  this  place,  I  shall  feel  myself  under  obligations 
to  y*iu  always  ftjr  suggestions  and  advice  on  any  and  all  matters  )>er- 
taining  to  the  service.  I  feel  iny  indebtedness  to  you  preeminently  in 
many  i-espects  for  what  has  been  accomplished  for  the  Navy  in  these 
trying  times,  and  shall  ever  bear  testimony  to  what  you  have  done  in 
every  de]xirtment  of  the  service^  as  well  as  at  the  head  of  your  squad- 
ron, for  the  service  and  the  country. 

The  recent  capture  of  so  manv  vessels  attempting  to  run  the  bloi^kade 
is  giving  great  satisfaction  to  the  country.  John  Bull  is  realizing  the 
efliciency  of  the  blockade. 

There  is  no  place  that  the  American  people  would  so  delight  to  see 
captured  as  Charleston,  and  the  seizure  of  any  vessel  that  is  carrying 
aid  and  comfort  to  that  rebellious  city  is  the  source  of  gratification. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  fully,  frequently,  ofKcially,  and  unofEcially , 
believe  me,  ever,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  and  sincerely,  your  friend, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  AUuntie  Squadrtm, 


Report  of  Lwutenunt  Am7nen^  U.  S.  Na\yy.  mmm^nding  V.   S.   S, 
Sen^^oa,  regarding  affairs  in  St,  Johih  Ri/iier, 

U.  S.  GtmBOAT  Skxeca, 
Mayport  Mills,  St.  John'n  River,  Fla.,  June  0,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  arrival  yesterday  at  noon 
of  the   WiHtern   World  with  the  Garloaldl  in  tow.     She  was  vn  once 
discharged  of  provisions  and  will  cross  the  bar  at  1  p»  m.  to-day,  at 
which  time  the  tide  serves, 

♦  ♦  #  «  #  #  # 

The  Patroon  is  up  the  river  and  will  be  out  of  bread  to-morrow.  I 
design  going  up  this  evening  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  her 
as  with  the  expectation  of  making  a  descent  on  a  set  of  armed  rebels 
near  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek.  1  will  probably  return  l)y  the  time 
our  relief  arrives  and  will  <"ross  the  bar  at  the  earliest  moment  the  tide 
will  sen^e,  and  which  I  hope  will  lead  to  no  detention, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  YQVy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Ideut,^  Comdg.^  and  Senuyr  Officer  of  F(jrces  in  St,  Johti*s  River. 

Flag-OfEcer  Samuel  F,  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockailing  Sfjuadron, 
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Report  of  Vammand'iir  JJ^i^ayton^  U,  X  Hiwy^,  amiman/iin//  U,  S*  S, 
Pamnee^  of  the  arrival  of  army  Jhrces  at  Stono  Hiver^  South  Ca;r- 
ofdfm, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Stono  Iilvef\  June  6^  1862. 
Sir:  Since  writing  by  the  Flora^  the  only  event  of  importance  is  the 
urrival  of  (icnL^nil  Wri^^ht's  ini^ado,  whicli  rearhed  here  yei^terdaj  at 
lU  oV^ock  in  the  inoniing,  after  a  ino.st  fatig;uing  march.  The  delay 
wai^  caused  In'  the  difficulty  in  crosningf  the  Edistu  River,  which  wa*j 
incrca^sed  f>y  the  storm,  and  I  never  .saw  a  more  completely  used  up 
army  than  it  was  on  coming  in.  Had  it  lieen  necessary  for  it  to  have 
gone  into  battle,  I  should  have  been  very  fearful  of  the  reault. 

No  forward  movement  has  Iwen  made  since  the  second  day,  on  the 
James  Island  side,  and  nothing:  seems  to  have  been  yet  decided  on, 
although  I  think,  if  anything,  tbe  enemy  are  mther  drawing  back, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander^  Senior  Officer^ 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 


(h-tlcr  of  Flcui-OMcer  Du  I^mty  U,  S,  iV^77^j^,  /<>  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenjant  Nich'els^  U.  S.  Nam^  commmiding  IL  S^  ship  Omeaidj 
to  proceed  t^  Bemtfort,  S.  C^jor  theprotectimi  of  military  posL 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Ro%j(tl  Earhor,  S.  €,,  Jmie  6\  1862. 
Sm:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  t'/^i/^ff/'rf  under  your  command 
to  Beaufort,  and  give  such  protection  to  that  military  post  as  circum- 
stances will  allow;  particularly  to  be  a  shelter  to  any  ladies  who  may 
sire  to  come  on  hoard. 
Kespectfully,  et^., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flmj-(JffU)er. 
Acting  VoL  Lieut.  Comdg.  J,  F.  Nickels^ 

LL  aV.  Ship  Onward^  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Litmte7\m\t  Oreighton^  U.  S,  Navij^  giving  informntion 
reyordm^  movem^ntii  of  th^e  enemy  at  Port  lioyal  Ftyrry^  South 
(hrolina. 

Fort  Seward, 

Bay  Point,  Saturdny^  Jmie  6^  1862. 
Sir:  The  following  message  froni  I^eaufort  has  just  been  received  at 

ithis  station,  with  the  request  that  it  should  be  forwarded  to  you: 
1 
and 
: 


The  rebels  have  been  crc»68inK  the  [Port  Ruyal]  Ferry  for  thret;  hours  in  force. 
So  reported  by  thr*  anny  officerH.  Please  »emi  aiii munition  ( 15  and  20  second  shells), 
and  remforcemeute  will  be  required,  as  the  enemy  are  approaching  the  town* 


Commodore  Du  Pont, 

U,  S,  Flatjuihip  Wahash. 


J.  B.  CliEIGIlTON, 

Commanding  Gimboat  Ottawa, 
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Report  of  Comiruinder  Drayton^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  capture  of 
the  British  schooner  Rowena  hy  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembimxi^  in  Stono 
River^  Soxtth  Carolina^  June  6^  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Stono  River^  South  Carolina^  June  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  and  6th 
of  June,  the  schooner  of  70  tons,  now  called  Sowena^  formerly  Oari- 
haldi^  and  built  opposite  New  Orleans,  ran  into  this  river  and  anchored 
near  the  entrance,  not  knowing  it  to  be  in  our  possession.  Finding 
that  there  was  no  escape,  she  hoisted  the  following  morning  the  Eng- 
lish flag,  in  accordance  with  her  renter.  She  was  last  from  Nassau 
and  the  cargo,  per  list  found,  consists  principally  of  lead  with  a  few 
shoes,  etc.  I  have  sent  the  vessel  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  Master's 
Mate  Redding,  of  the  Pawnee.,  with  whom  go  two  of  the  crew;  a  third, 
and  the  captain  and  mate,  both  residents  of  New  Orleans,  I  have  sent  to 
the  flag-officer  at  Port  Royal. 

The  vessels  in  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  and  entitled  to 
prize  money,  are  the  Pawnee^  Iluron^  Unadilla^  Pembina.,  Hcde^  Henry 
Andretc^  and  Ellen. 

The  register  is  English,  dated  Nassau,  May,  1862,  and  there  the  crew 
was  ostensibly  shipped.     No  Confederate  flag  was  found  on  board. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander^  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  Washington. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Drayton^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  British  schooner  Roxcena. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Stiyiw.,  June  7,  1862. 
Sir:  Yesterday  morning,  about  daylight,  a  small  schooner  named  the 
Rouoena  came  into  this  river  and  was  discovered,  with  the  English  flag 
flying,  shortlv  after,  and  taken  possession  of  by  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Sankheaa,  of  the  Pembina.  The  vessel  was  built  at  New  Orleans 
and  sailed  from  there,  where  her  captain  and  most  of  the  crew  reside. 
I  enclose  a  list  of  cargo  and  crew.  The  captain  is  known  to  some  of 
our  men,  having  formerly  sailed  out  of  New  York.  I  intend  sending 
her  to-morrow  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Redding,  a 
quartermaster,  and  three  men,  all  I  can  spare,  and  as  I  do  not  want 
another  case  of  recapture,  I  have  sent  by  the  army  tug  Thomas FouUces 
the  captain,  mate,  and  one  seaman,  an  Italian,  in  hopes  that  they  may 
reach  in  time  for  the  Jtassachusetts  on  her  return  north.  The  vessel 
is  said  to  be  bound  to  St.  John,  and  driv^en  in  by  stress  of  weather. 
As  the  night  was  a  very  fine  one,  of  course  this  is  said  merely  for 
form's  sake.  The  two  men  that  I  send  home  in  the  v^essel  both  admit 
having  families  in  New  Orleans,  having  sailed  from  there,  and,  indeed, 
everything  else  that  may  be  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Dratton, 
Qm^mander^  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-Offioer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sf/uadnm^  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  FJ4tg- Officer  Du  PmiLU,  S.  iVaiw,  to  Li^futetiaiU  Oreigldon^ 
U.  S.  Pfmyy^  amimanding  tj.  8.  S.  Ottawa^  to  return  to  Part 
Eoyai,  S,  V. 

Flagship  Wabash^ 

Pnrt  Royal  ILth^r,  S.   C,  Junr  7,  1862, 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  telegmphit;  meH.sage  I  dis{:>Htched  the  tug- 
boat Pettit  with  the  iimmunition  usked  for, 

Enrly  tbis  morniog  I  wont  on  .shore  at  Hilton  HtNad  to  hasten  rein- 
forcements t^  the  aid  of  the  army,  and  was  much  pleii.sed  to  learn  that 
you  bid  promptly  and  judiriuusly  nut  your  h^mitzer  on  Ix^urd  the 
MiTcury,  and  dispatched  her,  under  Lieutenant  Irwin,  to  Port  Royal 
Ferry.  Your  whole  conduct  In  thi^  matter,  when  exciting  rmiiors 
were  constantly  flying  about,  has  met  with  my  approbation. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have,  by  the  return  of  the  l\4tit^  received 
information  that  no  reljels  jiave  crossed  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and  that 
jour  presence  at  Beaufort  is  no  longer  neeessary  to  protect  the  town. 
You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt  of  this^  comnuuueation,  return  with 
the  Ottawa  to  this  anchomge,  leaving  the  Western  World  at  Beaufort, 
giving  Lieutenant  Law  such  iustructioni^  as  your  experience  may 
suggest. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  B.  Creiohton, 

U,  S,  S,  GmAoat  Otta/wa^  Beaufort, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVaiw  io  Fhg-OMeer  Ihi  Pont^  U*  S. 
Navy^  imjoining  unremitting  ingimnee  in  t'Li  iim^kad^  of  thu  coast, 

Natt  Depart^ient,  Jmo^  7,  ISSS, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extract  from  a  dispatt^h  of  the  consul  at 
Marseilles,  dated  the  lath  ultimo,  in  relation  to  tlie  English  Ytavk  Afine 
Mli^on^  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  steel  and  iron  armor  plate  for  gun- 
boats; extracts  from  dispatches  of  the  consul  at  Liveqiool,  dated  the 
14th,  16th,  and  21st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  Kliza  Bo/waJl^  Sfariley^ 
Despatc/u  Lilla^  Astoria^  Arnold  Bo/tingtr^  Malacca^  Maithhi^  Mem- 
phis^Jnlia  Unhcr^  Adda^Roscof^nml  RoHalind;  extracts  from  dispatch 
of  the  consul  at  Glasgow,  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  Coimn- 
hia^  Ltojmrd^  and  Adela^  and  extract  from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 
London,  dated  the  l*>th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  J/e/vV</  and  Merrimac, 
There  seems  to  be  l>ut  little  doubt  that  most  of  these  vessels  will 
endeavor  to  run  the  blockade,  or  that  their  cargoes  will  l>e  transferred 
to  othei*s  at  Nassau  that  will  attempt  it.  The  Department  therefore 
enjoins  unremitting  vigilance  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast  under  your 
charge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Otficer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  AfJuntfe  Bhekttdi^ig  Sqmfdran^  Part  Rayal^  S,  C, 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  I}u  Pmd,  U.  S.  Ntmu^  rdaiwe  to  the  order  of 
ih€  Nmyy  Dejmrtm^nt  regarding  ttw  dktrwutioti'  of  prizen  fyr  adju- 
dicaiion. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfrrf  Rmpil  llarhm\  S.  C  June  S,  186^, 

Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  ai-knowledgc  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
meut\s  dispatch  of  the  [ISth]  ultimo^  that  a  fair  proportion  of  prizes 
should  he  sent  tc»  Boston. 

During  the  winter,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  access  to  Philadolphia 
from  ice  in  the  Delaware,  iiioi^t  of  the  ve^sscln  taken  were  8ent  to  New 
York,  and  apart  from  this,  the  .stringent  roles  from  the  Department 
governing  prices  suggested  that  the  vessels  seized  should  Ik*  taken 
northwarti  rn  the  least  possible  time, 

I  nia}^  add,  in  conclusion,  that  Upton,  with  other  writers  on  the  law 
of  prizes,  expressly  directs  that  the  captured  vessel  should  be  sent  to 
the  nearest  and  most  convenient  port,  and  in  compliance  with  this  rule 
the  prizes  have  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 

The  increased  distance  to  Boston,  the  great  intricacy  of  navigation 
around  the  shoals,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  back  the  prize  crews 
have  hitherto  prevented  me  from  directing  any  of  the  captured  vessels 
being  sent  to  that  poit. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.   DU   PONTv 

Flag-OJicer. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

&eretari/  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Report  of  Com/mm^der  Marvhand^  U,  S,  ^T^^?'^,  9^'^^^'^^9  informatirm 
regrnxfing  ihnfederate  defences  received  from  deserters  fmrn  Fort 
Moultrie. 

U.  S,  S.  James  Adoer, 
Off  CkaHfHfon,  Jun^  >%  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  tive  desertei's  from  the 
rebel  forces  occupying  Fort  Moultrie  came  oti'  this  morning  to  the 
I^lamheau  in  a  boat  belonging  to  Colonel  Keitt,  comuiandiiig  a  regi- 
ment of  volunteers  on  Sullivan's  Island. 

They  represent  that,  in  addition  to  the  volunteers  on  that  island,  there 
are  three  companies  of  regulars  in  Fort  Moultrie  and  one  at  the  bat- 
ter}" near  Breach  Inlet.  The  hitter  Ijattery  is  incomplete,  and  the  rcl>els 
are  at  work  on  it. 

Six  guns  have  during  the  last  week  been  taken  from  tht*  wcj^tern 
side  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  sent  to  the  city. 

They  further  add  that  the  officers  have  all  sent  their  families  away, 
that  the  women  and  children  have  left  Charleston,  and  that  the  banks 
have  removed  their  money  to  Columlna. 

They  report  the  old  story  that  4(i,i>U0  or  50,rXW  rebel  troops  'are 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston. 

The  weather  has  been  very  bad  and  still  blowing  f  i*esh.  As  soon  as 
the  Stono  Bar  can  be  ci'ossed  I  will  send  the  deserters  to  Commander 
Drayton  for  examination  by  the  army.     Their  names  are  William 
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Rhine,  Jac*k  Dobbs,  »Iohn  Kelly,  Daniol  McFee,  unrl  James  Walker, 
all  representing  that  they  are  Irishmen. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  wervunt, 

J.  B.  Maiichand, 
Cominand^^  and  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-Offieer  8,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomnmndin^  South  Att^rUi^  Blockading  Sf/uadron. 


^ 


Report  of  Fluq- OMcer  Du  Pmit^   TL  S,  JVamf^  tranmnitting  report 
regardin{i  ths  ieath  of  Lieutemmt  Sprostmi^  U.  S,  JVam/^  June  S,  18S2. 

F1AG8HIP  Wabash, 
Pm*t  Boyal  Haj^mr,  S.  a,  June  11,  1862. 

Sm:  Enelosed  the  Department  will  find  a  commiinieation  from  Lieu- 
tenant Commaiidin|r  Anmien>  of  the  Scruea,  report ino-  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  John  G.  Sproston,  the  exeeiitive  ofEeer  of  tnat  vessel. 

The  man  Huston,  who.se  eapture  was  deemed  important^  wa.s  a 
guerrilla  chief  of  desperate  eharaeter.  too  many  of  whom  are  still  left 
in  Florida.  He  had  participated  in  the  ambuscade  on  the  boati^  of  the 
PeTigiUn  aod  \Henry]  Andvrjt'  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  when  2  otiicers  and  5 
men  were  kilted. 

A  contniimnd,  w^ho  acted  as  pilot  on  that  occasion  and  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  this  man  hung  to  a  tree  and  bnanted  of  it.  After 
being  wounded  Huston's  life  was  spared  b}-  the  sudden  intciposition 
of  his  wife. 

Lieutenant  Sproston  was  an  able^  bmve,  and  devoted  officer  from 
the  State  of  Marjiaiid.  He  had  eome  under  mv  observation  on  the 
China  Station  in  IHbK  He  was  distinguished  wliile  in  the  command 
of  one  of  the  boats  which  destroyed  the  rebel  |>rivateer  under  the  guns 
of  the  Pen.sacola  navy  yard  in  September,  180L  and  his  whole  conduct 
during  this  war  has  been  gallant  and  meritorious. 

I  consider  hhii  a  great  loss  to  this  fleet  and  to  the  service. 

His  remains  will  l>e  forwarded  by  the  Arago,  May  I  ask  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  them  sent  to  Baltimore? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dr  Font, 
1*1  ay-  OJicer^  (kmidg.  South  Atlantic  BlmJcading  S/uudron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Mayjxirt  MilL%  St,  JoknH  Bipef\  F/a,,  June  H.  186^. 

Sib:  I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to  report  tne  death  of  Lieutenant 
John  G.  Sproston,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel. 

At  3:  30  a.  m.  of  to-day  he  left  in  command  of  three  l*oats  with  Act- 
ing Master  J.  H.  Rogers,  Master's  Mate  Fiske,  and  4u  small  armsmen. 
He  was  accompanied  l)v  a  reserve  force  of  30  men  from  the  PatrtHm. 

The  object  was  to  capture  a  man  named  George  Huston,  a  captain  of 
aconipany  of  rebels  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Black  Creek.  I  was  informed 
that  Iluston  boasted  of  having  hung  a  negro  pilot  who  was  captumd 
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at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  near  Smyrna, 
and  t»n  that  iiccoimt  I  wif^hed  him  us  a  prisoner,  for  tht*  purpose  of  necur- 
in^  the  general  tran<juillity  of  j>erson.s  along  this  river,  most  of  whom, 
1  doubt  not,  would  gladly  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  were  they  not  in  fear  of  violence  from  men 
of  this  eha racier. 

Lieutenant  SproHiton  landed  at  early  daylight  and  proceeded  rapidly 
with  his  party  to  the  house  of  Huston.  Tlie  latter,  it  apjH^ars,  was 
apprised  of  his  coming  and  met  him  at  the  door  armed  with  a  double- 
barreled  gun,  two  pistols,  and  bowie  knife. 

Upon  the  demand  of  Lieutenant  Sproston  to  surrender  himself  as 
prisoner  Huston  fired  at  him  with  a  pistol,  the  ball  entering  high  up 
on  the  left  breast  and  killing  him  instantly,  Hnston  discharged  the 
other  pistol  and  gun  without  further  injury  to  our  partv  and  was 
instantly  wounded  in  four  places;  and  brought  on  board,     lie  is  sup- 

Eosed  to  l»e  mortally  wounded.     Several  shots  were  tired  from  Huston's 
ouse  by  |)ersons  who  escaped. 

Huston  s  tiring  upon  Lieutenant  Sproston,  supported  as  he  w^as  by  a 
large  force,  was  a  willful  murder,  and  involved  uecessarUy  his  own 
destruction. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  stat^  to  you  and  to  the  Department  the  char- 
acter of  Lieutenant  Sproston,  known  as  he  is  as  a  highly  accomplished 
and  honomble  officer,  I  can  not  refrain,  however,  from  expressing 
my  deep  regret  that  the  country  shonid  have  lost  so  valuable  an  officer 
by  the  hand  of  a  miscreant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol^dient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieut.  Vomdij,  and  SefiUfr  OJi^cr  tJ>fForc<iS  in  'St.  JohCs  River, 

Flag-otHcer  Saml*  F«  Du  Pont, 

Vonuig.  Soath  Atl^ntifj  Blockading  Spmdran^  Pari  Royal^  S.  C 


Letter  frmn  Flag-Offi<'er  I}u  Pot^t^  U.  S.  Nai>y^  to  the  Chi^f  of  Bureau 
of  Ordnance,  regarding  ammuniti'On  for  the  Hquaarmu 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Moi/al  n(frh<n\  S,  (\,  Jm.f^  0,  186^, 

Sir;  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Bureau's 
commnnication  of  the  2d  instant,  and  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for 
its  prompt  attention  to  the  wants  of  this  sf|uadron.  The  list  of  arti- 
cles to  lie  forwarded  are  much  wanted  and  will  be  highly  valued. 

At  one  time  I  thought  the  Bureau  was  sending  nujre  anuminition 
than  could  lie  needed,  but  I  underrated  what  was  necessary  to  cover 
tr(M>ps,  and  within  a  few  days  my  forces  in  Stono,  under  Conmiander 
Dniyton,  consumed  an  enormous  rpiantity  in  driving  the  enemv  from 
a  base  line  of  operations  which  our  troops  desire  to  occupy,  ami  keeji' 
m^  the  latter  comfortfible,  who  seem  most  so  when  the  shelling  is 
going  on. 

Commander  Drayton's  own  experience  and  my  instructions  will  keep 
down  this  undue  expenditui-e  or  ammunition  all  in  our  power,  fori 
fear  more  Its  effects  otT  the  guns,  to  say  nothing  of  weakening  the 
moral  effect,  than  any  deficiency  of  supply,  thanks  to  the  Bureau. 
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The  Ottawa  rame  in  last  night  here  to  coal,  with  her  Parrott  gun 
disabled  in  the  vent,  of  whieh  I  will  make  a  more  ypecitic  report;  for- 
tunately I  had  one  left  of  thoae  previously  sent. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  OJicer. 
Commander  A.  A.  Hakwood, 

Chtef  of  Bureau  of  Ordn/ince^  etch^   Wiwhingtmi* 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  I\mt^  U,  S.  Nany^  txt  Lieutefmnt  CrtigMm^ 
IL  S»  Naiyy^  commanding  U.  S*  S,  Ottawa,  to  proceed  to  Stono^ 
f  South  Carol ifm. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

PrH  Royal  Harhor,  S,  a,  June  9,  1862. 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Ottmmi  under  your  command  to  Stono 
and  report  for  duty  t'O  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  J^nenee* 

You  will  tow  up  the  schooner  Wiiliain  IL  Smith  (not  N,  W,  Smith)^ 
with  eoal  on  boui'd  for  the  vessels  in  Stono. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlHg- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  B.  Cretghton; 

6^.  &  Gunh/Hit  Ottawa. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major- Generid  Ilimter^  JJ*  S.  Army^ 
t^  cfwjwTatey  at  kin  aiscretkm^  with  the  naval  forces  in  attack  uj)on 
Charfejitan, 

Washington,  June  9,  1S&2, 
Your  dispatch  of  31st  of  May  is  received.  You  are  authorized,  at 
your  discretion,  to  opemte  witli  the  Navy  in  the  operations  against 
Charleston,  so  fur  as  the  forces  now  under  your  command  w:ill  iiermit. 
The  Department  has  no  troops  which  can  be  sent  south  Ijefore  the 
reduction  of  Richmond.     The  steamer  VanderhUt^  now  in  the  Chesa- 

fH'ake,  is  under  orders  to  tow  a  fleet  of  sailing  transports  to  Hilton 
lead  and  to  report  to  you  for  ordei's. 

Edwin  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War* 
Major-General  Hunter, 

Command itifj  Department  of  the  Soidh. 
(Care  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  John  Tucker,  Fort  Monroe.) 


Rept>rt  of  Commander  Marchand^  Ul  S.  Nnm/^  commanding  JJ*  S.  S* 
Jame^  Adger^  regarding  general  matters  pertaining  to  the  blockade  of 

C/utrUsto?i, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Of  Charlrston,  June  10,  1S62, 
Sir:  Nothing  has  transpired  since  my  last  t^ommunication  w^as  wiutten. 
Since  the  nights  have  become  moonlit,  no  atteuipt,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  has  been  made  to  violate  the  blockade,  and  therefore  c-an  not 
report  any  additional  captures. 

The  positions  of  the  blockading  veissels  are  maintained  as  mentioned 
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in  my  comDimnt'ation  of  the  3d  instant,  but  some  change  in  the  vessd 
holding  these  positions  has  been  made  to  equalize  the  autie^s. 

By  the  loss  of  the  PiKHthimtas^H  launch  her  12-pouiider  howitzer  is 
useless  to  her,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch 
1  have  authorized  him  to  loan  it  to  the  Blunts  to  inci-eaijiie  her  armament, 
until  your  pleasure  is  known. 

The  ReMeMH  and  Ii(/Jmck  require  some  provisions,  whieh  will  be 
furnished  bv  the  other  vessels  here.  A  few  days  ago  this  ship  pro- 
visioned and  watered  the  Blunt. 

Almnt  a  week  ago  an  enrampinent  of  tents,  of  which  we  could  count 
twenty- four,  was  pitched  amongst  the  Imshes  and  sand  hills  on  Morris 
Island,  one-half  mile  north  of  the  site  of  tlie  light-house,  and  dailj^  one 
or  two  companies  of  soldiers  are  seen  paiading  on  the  beach. 

The  Plainheau  has  been  here  since  the  9th  Apr  it  and  is  almost  des- 
titute of  stores;  therefore  I  have  ordered  her  to  Port  Koyal  for  sup- 
plies. At  this  time  she  can  best  Ije  spared  from  the  bloctade,  as  it  is 
moonlight  all  night. 

By  the  Flambeau  I  send  the  six  contralmnds  who  came  off  to  the 
Bluht  on  the  5th  instant.     They  are  not  suitable  for  shipping. 

Captain  Hewett,  of  the  English  war  steamer  Bina/Si,  mformed  me 
that  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  this  morning  conttiined  a  telegraphic 
rumor  that  the  united  reliel  armies  of  Stone^\all  Jackson  and  Curtis 
had  defeated  General  Fremont,  but  were  still  retreating.  Also  a  tele- 
giiim  that  Geneiul  Pope  had  captured  10,(K}0  soldiers  of  Beauregard's 
aimy. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  (diedient  serA'ant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Command tr  ami  Senhfr  Ojfi<Y*r, 
_  Flag-Offieer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmnmanding  Smdh  Ailaiitie  Bh»ckadin^  Sqitmlnm* 


Report  of  Commander  Marchandj  U.  5.  Navy^  commanding  U,  &  S. 
Jmnm  Adgef\  regarding  movetn^nts  of  If,  B,  M,  S,  Binaldo^  off 
Charleston^  S.  C, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Atkjer^ 
Off  VharltM^m.  June  10.  1S6^, 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant  the    English   steam  sloop  of  war  Binaldo^  Captain  Hewett, 
arrived  from  Hampton  Eoads. 

On  account  of  bad  weather  she  did  not  communicate  with  Charleston 
until  this  morning,  when  she  landed  Rev.  Mr.  Malet,  who  had  a  pass- 
port from  Mr,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  to  travel  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States. 

I^ord  Lyons's  order  to  Captain  Hewett  (which  was  exhibited  also)  was 
to  land  Afr.  Malet  at  Charleston  to  communicate  to  his  sister  the  infor- 
mation of  the  death  of  her  father. 

The  British  consul  from  Charleston  visited  the  Jiinaldo  this  morn- 
ing,  and  immediately  after  hia  departure  she  left  for  Savarmah  and 
New  Orleans. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  Mabchand, 
(Commander  and  Senior  Offcer. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Caynmunding  South  At  lard  it-  Hhtrkailing  *Sfptadron. 
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'  of  Fla^- Ojffk'er  Dii  Piftd,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton^ 
U.  S.  Jimfi/y  communding  U*  S*  S.  Pavmee^  restriciijig  the  ewpendit^ure 
of  ammunition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  HarlKyr,  S,  C,  June  JO,  1S62. 
Sm:  T  have  your  iiitereyting  reports  of  May  30  and  June  3.     The 
fonuer  1  enclotiied  to  tht^  Departmeut  by  the  BienvilU;  the  latter  I 
will  forward  by  next  opportunity* 

I  approve  your  course  of  procedure,  but  unij^st  enjoin  upon  you  no 
UTHieces-sary  expenditure  of  ammunition,  not  alone  in  reference  to  our 
supplies  of  such,  but  on  account  of  the  guu8,  to  suy  nothing  of  weak- 
ening the  moral  etfoct  on  the  enemy,  I  know  your  experience  ha^ 
already  suggested  how  difficult  it  is  to  satisfy  troops  on  this  head  when 
cooperating  W4th  theoh 

If  you  can  spare  a  gunboat  for  the  Charle^^ton  blockade,  please  dis- 
patch one  there. 

Respectfully-,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fhg-  Officer, 
Commander  F.  Drayton, 

V,  S.  S,  Pawftee^  Senim-  Oji-cer  in  Stono  River ^  S.  C, 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General'  Benka^n^  U,  S,  Amiy^  to  Conjimander 
Drayton^  iL  S.  JVavy,  miggeittifig  ataiioTusfor  namal  vessds. 

Hlk^>k.s.  Northern  Division,  Dei^.  of  the  South, 

0?i  Buurd  U,  S,  Tra?i^//ort  Bel^iDore^ 

Sio7w  River,  June  10,  1S62. 
CaptauIn:  1  have  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
orders  I  have  issued  for  the  operatioii!S  of  our  troopa  to-morrow  morn- 
ing— intended  to  break  up  the  batteries  that  have  been  shelling  your 
l>oats  and  General  Wright'^^  camps  to-day, 

1  W'Ould  respectfully  suggest  fo!^  the  aid  you  so  kindly  offer  from 
your  gunboati^  that,  say,  two  should  aid  (Teuei'al  Stevens  on  our  right, 
and  be  in  communication  with  him,  and  that  two  others  should  be,  say, 
where  the  llnnm  was  to-day,  just  above  his  camp,  to  cross  tire  in  his 
fi'ont  and  to  shell  the  woods  beyond,  when  they  feel  assured  that  they 
know  where  our  forces  are. 

Another  boat  could  be  wt'11  occupied  in  commanding  the  road  just 
this  side  of  Newton's  Cut,  t«  prevent,  or  annoy  reinforcements  of  the 
enemy.  This  road,  1  learn,  ean  be  covered  in  part  from  your  gun- 
boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  W.  Benham, 
Brigadier^ General,  Cmnmanding, 

Captain  Pkrcival  Drayton,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Natml  Officer,  Stono  Station^  S,  CI 
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Report  of  Commander  Drnyton^  IL  S,  Navt/^  commundmg  C  S*  S. 

I\:wnee^  reijaTding  general  affairs  in  the  'incitdty  of  Stmio  hil^t^  ' 

South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Sf^mo,  June  10,  186^. 

Sir:  Althout^h  I  know  of  no  vesspl  about  to  stiiU  tlii'  opjiortuoities 
when  they  do  ocrur  ctmio  so  siuldoiily  that  I  have  sea rre  tinu",  for  more 
than  a  few  hurried  liney,  and  I  think  it  will  l>e  well  to  keep  souicthing 
on  hand. 

Since  my  la^t  by  tht^  Foulh^i  nothing  of  importance  has  taken  plaee. 
The  troops  have  been  gradually  transferred  to  the  James  Ki  ver  [LslandJ 
side,  and  may  be  eonsidered  only  to-day  to  have  .sufiicienttv  reeovored 
from  their  wetting  and  exposure  to  be  in  a  proper  eondition  for  liattle. 
Nearly  the  same  positions  are  now  oceiipied  that  were  on  the  tii-vt  day, 
and  every  attempt  to  peneti'ate  farther  into  the  island  has  as  yet  V»een 
unsuceessful,  and  they  everywhere  meet  the  lire  of  artillery,  thej>osi- 
tion  of  whirh  they  half  the  time  ean  not  exaetly  discover.  There 
are  rumors  of  one  or  two  regiments,  and  among  them  the  German  one 
of  Tybee,  having  behaved  badly,  and  although  the  Army  of  the  South 
has  Ijeen  so  long  spoiling  for  a  tight  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the 
spirit  that  leads  to  victory  is  prevalent,  but  rather  a  despondent 
tone  is  the  prevailing  one,  nor  du  I  think  that  Ben  ham  commands  the 
confidence  of  his  subordinates.  Of  course  all  advantage  from  a  sur- 
prise has  !>een  lost,  partly  from  the  delay  in  Wright's  arrival,  partly 
from  the  horrible  weather. 

The  only  change  that  wo  old  interest  us  is  the  bringing  again  in  sight 
of  a  floating  battery,  most  likely  the  same  one  which  fired  at  the  (^mt- 
dilhi  before  I  came  liere*  I  went  yesterday  in  the  Eli  en  to  examine 
it,  and  found  that  it  mounte  two  heavy  guns.  It  is  placed  evidently  to 
flank  the  line  of  intrenchinents  beginning  at  Secessionville,  and  is 
placed  in  such  shallow  water  that  I  suppose  the  Eilen  could  scarcely 
reach  within  a  mile  of  it,  and  then  only  at  the  risk  of  grounding.  I 
drew  the  tire  lioth  from  it  and  from  the  fort  near  it,  merely  to  judge 
of  the  number  and  character  of  the  gnns,  which  were  six  in  all,  of 
various  calibers,  as  some  of  the  shot  went  over  while  others  fell  short, 
and  I  left  the  Ellen  and  Hale  in  Light-House  Creek  to  make  a  diver- 
sion in  ease  of  an  attack  being  made  in  that  direction  by  the  army,  but 
as  they  can  only  bring  one  gun  each  to  bear  at  a  time,  I  doubt  their 
capacity  to  do  nuich  injury  to  the  enemy.  The  only  other  fort  on  the 
water,  that  at  WapjKH*,  as  it  lies  entirely  out  of  the  proposed  advance, 
I  have  not  troubled  latelv. 

The  Parrott  gims  of  tlie  squadron  are  completely  used  up;  the  vent 
piece  of  the /*?m/^wa'*  has  been  blown  out  entirely  and  the  vents  of 
those  of  the  Ellm  are  live-eighths  of  an  inch  [in  diameter]  and  increas- 
ing rapidly;  the  state  of  the  Oftamix,  no  doubt,  has  hcen  reported  by 
her  captiiiiL  They  should  all  be  replaced  if  possible,  being  not  only 
dangerous,  but  difficult  to  use. 

'ftere  has  been  considerable  tiring  from  the  three  gunboats  above 
me  at  the  request  of  General  Wright  throughout  the  dav,  and  a  hun- 
dred rooods  go  in  no  time,  and  they  will  soon  be  out  of  Koth  Xl-inch 
and  Parrott  shells.  A  grand  reconnoissance  will  be  made  in  the  morn- 
ing, which,  if  suecessfol,  will,  perhaps,  for  a  time,  enable  them  to  do 
without  our  fire,  but  I  doubt  the  ability  of  the  force  here  to  go  away 


J 


801:TH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


89 


From  our  protection.  As  the  Cfmnojmrdan  leaves  early  in  the  morn' 
in^,  und  1  shall  aLso  move  higher  up  the  river,  I  shall  not  he  able,  mojst 
likelv,  to  report  the  result;  hut  we  shall,  under  any  c-ireumstaneeH, 
stanch  in  need  of  more  amuninition  and  eoal.  1  am  aatislied  that  half 
of  our  shell  tired  are  wasted  for  the  w^ant  of  something  longer  than  a 
15-55ecQiid  fuze. 

Very  respeetfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

r,  Drayton, 
Cmnman/ier^  Sfmkrr  Officer, 

JiTNE  11^  5  a.  m. 

Sm:  Owing  to  an  attaek  made  last  evening  by  tlie  (Vmfedei^ate^  on 
General  Wright,  our  attaek  on  thein  has  heen  deferred  foi"  the  pi'esent, 
if  not  altogetTier,  as  they  showed  sneh  f  oree  as  to  render  it  unadvisalile. 
I  have  been  obliged  to  supply  the  soldiers  with  four  barrels  of  whisky, 
wliii'h  leaves  me  nither  snort  Can  it  he  sent  to  me  by  the  tirst 
opportunity? 

The  Rowena  sailed  on  the  9th  from  Philadelphia. 
Very  respei-tfutlv, 

RD. 
Flag'Offieer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cirtnikj,  South  Atlantic  BhH*kndtfUj  Squadrmi^  Port  Royal, 


Ordet^  of  Mag-  Ojficer  Da  Ptmt^  U.  S.  JViivy^  to  the  aenior  officer  off 
OftarL^tariy  &  C>  ^  regarding  cfiangi^  of  sUttJ^^^nn  for  certmn  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  RoiHtl  IFaf^»\  S,  a,  June  10,  1862, 
Sir:  I  am  compelled  by  the  exigencies  of  the  publie  servic^e  to  with- 
draw from  off  Charleston  the  Augffsfft  or  Alahatna,  to  relieve  Com- 
mander (Toldsborough  at  Wassaw,  who  will  be  ordered  to  replace  the 
Mohicitn  at  St»  Simon's  Sound. 

In  aise  Commander  Parrott,  whose  long  serviee  on  the  blockade 
entitles  hiui  to  the  selection,  should  prefer  to  remain  off  Charleston, 
you  will  order  Commander  Lanier,  in  the  Aiaha/mf^  to  proceed  imme- 
aiately  to  this  port  and  prepare  for  service  at  Wassaw. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  r>u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  B.  Ma Rr hand, 

IL  6\  S\  James  Adgrt^  Senim*  Officer  off  C^iarlestoru 


Order  of  Flag*  Officer  Du  Pojit^  IL  S,  Ntfvg^  to  Cmmnander  Prenim^ 
U.  *S\  uVavg^  ajmnuindtng  IL  S.  S*  Albatrms^  commending  his  i^ervwes 
in  Wlnyah  Bag  and  Wac-canuitv  River ^  South  Caroli/ha, 

FuiQSHiv  Wabash^ 
Port  Royal  I!arlm\  S,  a,  June  1(\  1S62. 
Sir:  I  received  your  very  interesting  and  satisfactory  comitmniea- 
tion*  of  the  25th  ultimo,  detailing  your  proceedings  in  Winyah  Bay, 

*8t*ep.  22. 
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your  visit  to  Cioorgetown,  and  tin*  ti^cent  of  tbe  AVarcamaw,  which  I 
immediately  trauyioitted  to  the  Department,  This  whole  proeeeding- 
meets  my  entire  approbation,  uud  partieiilarly  your  forheaniiiee  in  not 
landiiitr  at  Georgetown,  as  the  result  would  not  have  hcon  eommensu- 
rtite  with  the  risk. 

I  wsi.s  sorry  to  take  the  ^Vf/zvivVA  from  your  force,  but  the  presaore 
on  the  Vdoekade  at  Charleston  and  the  necessity  for  gunboats  in  the 
St^no  River  eoinpelh^d  me  to  send  her  to  Chark^ston. 

1  now'  *lispati*h  in  her  st^ead  the  Wr^tern  ll7>rW,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding K,  L,  Law.  8he  is  an  effieient  vessel,  has  a  forinidiil>le  lot- 
tery, and  of  light  draft.     I  send  tip  also  a  eoal  sehooner. 

It  would  give  nn*  pleasui'e  ti>  <"onje  up  and  see  for  nivself  the  result 
of  your  operations,  but  the  ealls  ii|M>n  me  here  render  it  impossible  at 
this  moment »  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so  a  little  later.  I  send  your 
uiaHs,  etc. 

Kespei^tfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Cominander  G.  A.  Prkntiss, 

U*  S,  iS*  AihtftnMs^  GeoTfjetmim* 

P.  S. — I  send  back  \n  thr   WrMtcni  ITW/f/ Mr.  IJptegrove,  the  pilot 

whom  you  sent  here  by  the  Xorwich.  He  is  of  no  use  anywhere  except 
in  the  waters  of  Winy  ah  Bay.  He  should  be  paid  for  any  service  ren- 
dered in  this  way. 

S,  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag-  (Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nat^g  to  Cmnmander  Altoy^  U*  S,  2^avy^ 
commanding  [\  S,  *S.  South  Varolma^to proceidto  I\frt  RoyaL  8.  i\ 

Navy  Department,  June  10 ^  186^. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U,  S.  S.  Sfjuth  ('itroltna  is  in  all  respects  re^idj* 
for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Port  Koyal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag- 
Oihcer  Dii  Pont  for  dut}-  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockadmg  Scpiadron* 
Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  setmrate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  South  tkrolhuu 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  John  J.  Almv, 

Voitimaiidiog  U.  S,  S,  Sot  ilk  Carolina,,  Stmt  mi. 


Uejxrrt  of  Lieutefiant  A?nmen^  U.  S,   J)^^avi/,   commanding    U.    S^   S* 
Seiieea^  gimng  tfie  movefnen^f^  of  that  vt^sd. 

LT.  S.  (iuNBOAT  Seneca, 
Port  Royal,  S,  (^  Jime  11,  186$, 
Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  Sth  the  Western  Wtrrld^  after  being 
discharged,  was  piloted  over  the  bar,  and  on  the  same  evening  we 
received  supplies  for  the  three  weeks  in  this  river  from  the  Masm' 
chusetts,  lying  off  the  bar. 
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Early  on  the  morning'  of  the  7th  wo  got  iindorway  and  anchored  at 
our  usual  |H)int  otf  Jacksonville,  In  the  afternoon  we  were  again 
underw^uy  and  in  theeveniag  anchored  near  the  Patnxm,  otf  the  mouth 
of  .Black  Creek,  and  25  miles  above  JacksonviUe.  We  supplied  the 
Patr(H>ii  fully  with  provisions. 

The  oljjeet^  of  the  expedition  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  death 
of  Lieutenant  Sproston,  as  well  an  the  eircumstances  attending,  are 
given  in  a  report  of  that  date. 

At  6  a.  m.  of  the  8th  we  stood  down  the  river  and  when  3  miles 
lielow  Jacksonville  took  on  board  a  Northern  lady,  who  had  no  other 
means  of  rejoining  her  friends;  and  near  the  saiuo  point  a  rebel  soldier, 
who  had  desei'ted  and  has  tiiken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  bring  them 
as  passengers  to  Port  RoyaL 

The  schooner  Iialnhoio  crossed  the  bar  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
The  fullowing  day  the  weather  was  so  rough  as  to  prevent  her  dis- 
charge; every  exertion  will  be  made  to  elfeet  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  nonarrival  of  the  f/naM  for  so  long  a  time,  determined  me  to 
obey  your  order  irrespective  of  her  arrival,  as  the  tides  wnll  serve 
well  for  a  retunu  or  to  enter  ports  where  full  tides  may  }>e  necessary. 
I  li^ftthi}  /siUtc  Sfii it /i,  Lieutenant Connuanding  Nicholson  in  charge. 
The  Palroffn^  as  heretofore,  is  otT  Black  Creek,      1  transferred  Huston, 
I  the  prisoner,  to  the  /^(///<:  S/nit/i;  there  is  a  slight  prospect  of  his 

^ft     recovery. 

^m         I  have  the  honor  Uy  be,  very  respe<.^tfullyj  your  obedient  servant, 
^^H  Daniel  Ammen, 

^^^^^-  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

^^■Flag-Offieer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

^^^Letter /rf>m'  Fhig-OJfircr  Dn  Ptrnt,  P  S,  Navy^  to  Colonel  Brmm^ 
U,  o.  Army^  in  repli/  ff*  hif<  I'eqitmt  far  an  armed  tug  for  picket  duty 
off  Pinchiey  hlafid, 

Fi^GSiiTF  Warash, 
Part  Royai  Barlmr,  S\  C,  June  11,  lS6e, 
Colonel:  I  received  in  the  night  your  comnmnication^of  the  10th, 
enclosing  one  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beaver,  reporting  a  certjiiu 
TUimber  of  boats  and  a  rebel  force  at  the  white  house  opposite  Pinckney 
Islund,  wvith  your  request  foi*  an  armed  tug. 

Two  gunboats  sailed  in  the  evening  for  Stono  and  Georgetown,  Of 
the  two  tugs  constantly  required  foi"  the  work  of  this  squadron  only 
one  is  armed  and  that  otic  now  undergoing  repairs.  On  the  other  I 
am  putting  some  howitzers  and  sending  her  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
around  Pinckney  Island^  where  she  may  pick  op  the  boats;  hot  she  can 
not  remain  to  guard  the  pickets,  as  she  is  required  here,  and  is  not 
projjerly  arnned  for  the  service, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  colonel, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer, 
Colonel  N,  W,   Brown, 

ireadqimrter^^  IfiJtoft  Head, 

*  Not  found. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  JJu  Pmit^  U.  S.  Naiyy^  to  Commander  Godmi^ 
U,  S]  Nai^in  commandm^  f\  *?,  *S'.  Mohican^  rer/arding  the  nlief'ojf^ 
that  vemel  hy  the  LL  S,  ^^,  Fl</ridu, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ihrhor^  X  il^  June  11,  1S62. 
Sm:   I   am  dLspatrhin^  tho   Ftftrlda  to  relieve  yoiL     Before  her 
arrivtiU  make  tlieU^st  dis|M:)sitinn  of  your  vessek  which  your  judf^iient 
may  dictate. 

J§clcct,  if  you  can  do  so,  thirty  stout  contmhands  for  work  on  boats, 
and  hrlng  them  with  you  to  Port  RoyJll.  They  should  be  sinofle  men, 
of  eoiirse. 

EespectfuUy,  et<-.,  S.  F.  Di:  Font, 

Fhg-  Officer. 
Commanders.  W.  Godox, 

IL  S\  S\  Jfohicim^  Sefitor  Officer^  St,  Simori^ft  Sound, 

P.  S. — I  send  in  another  envelope  noirie  squadron  paper-s,  which  you 
will  please  be  careful  to  distribute  to  the  veyseln  of  your  division. 


I 


Heptjrt  of  Comnuoidrr  JWnttsM^  fL  S,  Ndvy^  coniinrmdlng  IL  S,  S* 

Alhatnm^  reyardlm/  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Winyak  Hay  and 

San  tee  Hwer^  SoatJi  Candina* 

\)\  S.  S*  Albatboss, 
Wrny^fh  LWy,  J*tm  12,  1862. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  .steamer  Wtsteni  Worlds 
Actiritjf  Master  Gregory,  arrived  here  last  evening.  It  wai^  my  inten- 
tion tcj  have  run  dtnvn  to  Port  Royal,  ii«s  I  am  entirely  out  of  provi- 
sions; but  I  have  received  notice  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  steamer 
fSeiihrotik  and  F(*hooiier  Darllfitj  from  Na,ssau,  New  Providence,  and  I 
will,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  iustinictions,  send  a  less  effective 
vessel,  the  Gcfn  of  the  Sea^  for  my  provisions,  aud  endeavor  to  capture 
them, 

I  Hcnd  in  the  Getn  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Conway,  who  have  escaped 
from  (jeorgetown.  They  bring  tiles  of  papers  from  C'harlestou  to  the 
9th  and  from  Kichmoml  to  the  5th  instant,  with  other  information  of 
interest,  which  they  will  conmuuitcate. 

Having  had  but  this  vessel  in  the  bay,  I  have  been  confined  in  my 
movements  to  the  security  of  North  and  South  islands  and  the  safety 
of  my  little  colony  of  contmhands,  uum})ering  about  120  now,  but  which 
I  can  increase  imiefinitely  if  it  is  the  policy  [ofj  the  Government  to 
deprive  the  rebels  of  their  slaves. 

Since  I  wa^  in  Georgetown  most  of  the  inhabitants  have  left.  The 
forces  have  been  withdrawn  and  arc  now  erecting  a  small  battery  on 
Black  River,  about  10 miles  above  the  city,  and  obstructing  the  channel 
To  finish  their  works  will  require  about  three  weeks,  and  before  that  I 
shall  find  time  to  run  up  and  destroy  them. 

The  l>oats  of  the  Gem  of  (he  Sea  captured,  the  other  day,  a  schooner 
of  small  value,  with  salt,  etc.,  which  1  dispatch  to-day  for  New  York* 
Captain  Baxter  will  give  you  any  particulars.  A  Nassau  paper,  how- 
ever, was  found  alKjard,  which  1  send  you,  reporting  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Sifdmntk  from  Charleston  on  the  lt>th  of  May,  bringing 
Charleston  papei's  r>f  the  IHth.  She  umiuestionably  escaped  by  Alli- 
gator Creek,  which  leads  to  Cape  Romain,  where  there  is  a  passage  to 
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^north  of  the  cape  at  hieh  water,  as  well  as  into  BiilTs  Bay.  1 
link  nhe  cseapi'd  from  BuTrs  Bay.  She  could  not  hav*^  come  out 
^eithor  Ntirth  or  South  Santee,  as  I  lay  within  200  yards  of  the  buoy 
and  had  uiy  boats  out  every  night.  1\>  blockiido  the  Santee  a  vesael 
nnist  lie  within  the  river  and  al>ovo  the  Alliijutor  Creek.  If  you  can 
Hend  Hie  another  st-eaiuer  of  light  draft  (7i  feet),  I  will  run  up  the  Santee 

160  miles  to  Gourdin's  and  burn  the  bridge  and  trestlework  (about  a 
mile  in  length  and  which  it  cost  two  yeur.s'  hibor  to  const  met)  which 
€ut*>  otf  the  main  railroad  ctmiomnieation  l>etween  Charleston  and 
Kichiuojid  and  will  oblige  the  rebels  to  go  roimd  by  Columlira,  S,  C, 
Misitigle  t*ouipauy  of  soldiers  or  marines  cuuld  be  employed  with  great 
#ervieo  to  the  public,  and  would  take  the  place  often  of  a  gunboat  in 
protecting  the  islands. 

I  have  been  furnished  the  names,  chanicter,  and  political  courses  of 
most  of  the  prtmiinent  inhal)itants  in  this  region,  and  I  desire  your 
general  instructions  what  course  1  shall  pursue  toward  them  when  in  my 
power,  and  what  in  regard  to  their  property,  including  ne^^roes.  For 
instance,  shall  I  rapture  or  destroy  tht^  riee,  turpentine,  mills,  etc.,  of 
known  rebels  ^  It  is  understood  that  the  rice  of  the  Waceamaw,  Fedee, 
and  Black  rivers  goes  to  Kichuiond,  and  that  of  the  Santee  to  Charles- 

»ton.    Shall  I  retain  the  contmluuids  here,  who  will  be  likely  to  increase 
greatly,  or  shall  1  send  them  to  Port  Royal? 
I  wish  you  to  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  crew  of 
this  st<iamer.     My  men  were  shipped  for  one  year  only.     The  time  of 

127  hasalrc^ady  expired.  I  have  on  hoard  21  men  from  the  Cfrmhtr- 
hind  and  Congre.sH  \s\io  have  learned  that  Congress  has  ordered  their 
diseharge;  great  dissatisfaction  prevails  among  them,  and  I  sliall  be 
likely  to  have  trouble  unless  their  places  can  be  supplied.  The  time 
of  iii  othei*s,  which  comprises  nearly  all  my  crew,  will  expire  early  in 

•September. 
X  send  some  requisitions,  which  I  hope  can  be  lilled,  as  the  articles 
are  most  of  them  greatly  needed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res|>ectfttlly,  etc.,  your  otedient  servant, 

tGEO,  A.  Prentiss, 
Commayider. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Votndij,  South  Athuitte  BliMjkmitug  Sftiodrofh  Port  Royals 
P.  S. — Two  small  schooners  have  gotten  out  from  Santee  lately,  the 
bark  tjot  being  able  to  blockade  it  alone  effectively. 

G.  A.  P. 


\Order  of  Flag-Offira*  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Nftvy^  to  Lievtenmit  Armmm^ 
U,  S,  JVcfiw^  commmidimj  IL  S,  S*  Seneca^  to  pigweed  to  blockade 
d^dy  off  C'karleston^  6\  t\ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilm^ar,  S.  t\,  June  1£,  ISG± 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Semra  under  your  eonnnand 
ff    Charleston    and    report    for    blockading    duty    to    Commander 
.  B.  Marchand,  senior  officer  there. 
Kespectfullv,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

I'la^^- OJicdT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  AsokiEN, 

(/,  iS>  S*   Sefirnt, 
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Letter  ^frorn  Brigadier' Getu-rai  Wright^  U.  S.  ArmtK  to  Camnmtider 
Drayftm^  IL  S.  iV7/?7/,  i frying  the  refenthm  of  the  namal  farce  in 
jStoiio  River  for  the  j/rot'ecthm  of  Javu:^  htoixd, 

HEADgUARTERB   U.  S.   FoRCES, 

GrimhoWH  Plant aiimi^  June  B,  1862, 
Captain:  When  you  .stated  yesterday  that  you  had  instruetions  from 
the  flag- officer  to  send  two  of  tlie  ^'ini boats  from  this  ..tjition  I  reque>ited 
that,  if  any  distTetion  was  left  with  yon  in  the  matter,  the  whoki  naval 
forcH*  shonhl  he  retained  here  until  our  position  on  this  islaad  should 
lie  nion^  assured,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  still  think  it 
would  be  unwise  to  diminish  our  present  force,  either  naval  or  mili- 
tary, by  a  single  man  or  gun,  until  reinforcements  arrive. 

If,  therefore,  the  discretion  referred  to  above  be  left,  with  you,  I 
would  ask  that  your  force  be  not  diminished  until  the  flag-officer  can 
be  heard  from  again. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRionr,  ^ 
Brigndi4rr-  GetiertfL  Vom  man  ding. 
Cai)tain  PEFicr\'AL  DiiiiYTON, 

Ij\  )S,  A',  I\iwfiet\  Senior  Jk^uval  (^Jfircr^  Stom*  Rivm\  S,  C* 


Letter  of  Flag-Offirer  Du  Pont^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Cnpfain  Harwoad, 
U.  S.  N'nt'y^  n'ganiiofj  the  tiefecUre  armamtni  of  hh  vessels^  arid 
the  need  of  an  ordnunce  officer  attcwhed  to  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  lioyid  Ilarhfyr,  S\  a,  June  1%  1862, 

Sir:  When  I  addressed  the  J^ureau  by  last  mail  I  did  not  f>elieve 
that  m}"  apprehensions  would  be  so  soon  verified  as  to  the  giving 
awa}^  of  some  of  our  ordnance  under*  it,s  t*on slant  use. 

Enclosed  please  tind  certain  extracts  from  Counuander  Drayton's 
official  reports,  wlio  is  conducting  the  opei*ations  of  the  gunboats  in 
Stono  River  and  tributaries. 

I  shall  replace,  so  soon  as  I  can,  the  Parrott  guns  out  of  order  by 
those  on  board  the  sailing  ships  on  the  blockade,  which  have  been  but 
little  used,  hut  this  is  attenaed  with  delay  and  difficulty,  having  no 
light  transports  to  cross  the  bars. 

The  Bureau  will  [Xirceive  the  necessity  of  hurrying  foi-ward  others, 
say  four  20-pounder  Parrotts,  for  the  regular  gunl>oats.  The  two 
80-|x>under  Parrott  rifles^  announced  in  Bureau  letter  of  2d  ^Fune,  will 
answer  for  the  Htltn,  1  hope  the.se  and  the  two  Iti-O-pounder  Parrott 
rifles  are  on  their  way,  for  it  is  more  than  probal>le  when  the  rel)els 
find  the  army  is  not  advancing  ou  James  Island,  that  they  will  bring 
some  heavy  guns  against  the  gunboats  and  uiay  give  us  troulde. 

Some  vessels  of  tiie  squadron  are  still  furnished  with  smoothbore 
muskets;  they  complain  much  of  this.  A  vessel  like  the  Eilm^  for 
example,  that  goes  everywhere  is  so  much  exposed  in  these  inland 
waters.  She  recently  felt  herself  helpless  in  returoiDg  a  shai*p  fire 
from  rifles  until  she  could  bring  her  guns  to  bear. 

Conuuander  Drayton  complains  that  while  he  has  an  8tV|>oundei% 
which  he  is  told  not  to  use,  that  the  new  one  sent  out  tuvs  no  shell 
for  it. 
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All  tbeso  tiifttt^rs,  so  important  in  themselves  and  which  give  me  ho 
nuicli  concern,  I  think  deinonntrate  the  iniportiince  of  having  iin  ord- 
ntince  otiieer  attached  to  this  squadron.  All  returns  and  tlie  actual 
condition  of  cannon,  arms,  etc.,  would  be  made  so  much  more  satisfac- 
torily to  the  Bureau.  1  applied  early  for  such  an  officer,  infoi'med  the 
Bureau  I  had  done  ho,  named  a  lieutenant  who  was  seeking- service,  but 
it  produced  nothing. 

The  Bureau  in  its  letter  speaks  of  the  '*  ordnance  depot  at  Port 
ItoyaP'  and  'Uhe  otficer  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  stores  on  board  the 
Vcrmortt''-  Why,  the  latter  ship  hiis  not  even  a  gunner,  and  hut  for 
the  devotion  and  intelligence  of  Commander  Rodgers  to  these  matters 
in  addition  to  his  own  duties  and  the  energies  of  my  young  tiag  lieu- 
tenant this  department  would  he  in  confusion. 

1  submit,  respectfully,  whether  the  ordnance  should  not  be  sent  for- 
ward by  a  steamer. 

Respcctfullv,  etc., 

a  F,  Du  Font,  ^ 

Fla^i'  Officer, 

Captain  A.  A.  Hakwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau  €>/  Ch^nmim^  eic. 


L 


Ueptrrt  of  FliW' Officer  Du  Pont^  K  S,  Narfy^  fraiismUtinfi  remtrt  of 

Lieutenant  Truxtvn^   U.  S\  JVaiy^^  tyyfnmandim/  U.  S\  nhip  I>ah^  of 

an  attack  made  by  the  Gonfedetates  upon  Htdchifuson^s  Idand^  S^ndh 

Carolina,  June  IS^  1862, 

Flagshit  Wabash, 
Part  Roy^d  JInrlor,  S\  a,  Jmw  16,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  very  intere^sting  and  very  gmphic 
letter  from  Lieutenant  C^inmianding  Truxtun.  of  the  I)ah\  giving  in 
strong  and  earnest  words  the  condition  of  many  of  these  sea  i>iiantls  in 
consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  forces  to  Stono. 

The  I}a<'€  is  anchored  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  ahrenst  of  a  fort  on  Otter 
Island,  which,  until  lately,  was  occupied  by  the  troops  of  General 
Hunter,  while  at  the  same  time  pickets  were  stationed  on  many  of  the 
adjacent  islands  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  rel>els.  In  con- 
setjoence  of  late  projected  movements,  mo.-^t  of  these  forces  have  been 
transferred  to  Stono,  leaving  only  the  Ikih\  a  sailing  vessel,  to  protect 
the  contrabands  remaining  of  choice  on  the  plantations,  where  many  of 
them  had  been  born. 

The  rebels,  through  information  given  bv  a  negro  who  had  l>een 
employed  by  our  army,  became  aware  of  the  absence  of  our  troops, 
and  under  this  man's  guidance  made  a  descent  upon  Mrs.  Marsn's 
plantation,  on  Hutchinson's  It^land,  surrounded  the  house,  and  with  a 
ferocity  characteristic  at  all  events  of  this  part  of  the  S<juth,  murdered 
in  cold  blood  the  poor  unfortunates,  who  were  awakened  from  their 
slumbers  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  tlie  infuriated  rebels. 

The  De^mrtment  will  pei'i'eive  bv  the  namitive  how  much  the  gun- 
boats are  looked  up  to  by  the  contrabands  for  their  defense  and  how 
nmch  they  are  feared  by  the  enemy  for  attack.  Even  w^hile  engaged 
in  firing  upon  frightened  unarmed  blacks  their  constant  dre^id  was  of 
the  ship. 

But  while  desirous  to  afford  protection  in  all  eases,  1  must  earnestly 
piTss  upon  the  l>e|mrtment  the  necessity  of  sending  me  more  steam 
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vessels  of  light  dmft  and  at  the  sarae  time  calling  the  attention  of  the 
(xovcrnment  to  the  ur^^ent  need  of  more  troops  on  this  part  of  the  t*oast. 

A  gcM^d  portion  of  my  force  i.s  now  in  the  Stono  Rivi'r  covering  the 
urm>%  and  I  am  oeee.ssarily  f^bligt^d  to  take  these  vessels  from  their 
legitimate  duty  of  hloekading  and  this  at  a  time  when,  from  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  Department,  a  eoncerted  attempt  is  about  l>eing 
made  to  break  the  blockade  either  hv  stmtagem  or  force. 

The  army  for  months  past  has  hn^  control  in  a  measure  of  many  of 
the  sea  islands  in  this  vicinity,  extending  to  North  Edisto.  The  con- 
trabands have  rf^mained  quietly  here,  cultivating  the  plantations  under 
our  protection,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Government  is  bound  by 
every  principle  of  justice  and  policy  to  shield  them  from  these  barbar- 
ous inroads. 

I  think  this  a  fitting  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness ever  dispUiyed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  since  he 
has  had  charge  of  the  waters  of  St.  Helena  Sound, 
Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  pu  Pont, 

in^iy-Officer^  Comtiiaiuiifig  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqimdroii. 

[EncloBtire.] 

U,  S.  Ship  Dale, 
SL  Hdota  Soundy  S.  (Z,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir;  This  morning  at  4  o'clock  it  was  repoiled  to  me  that  there  was 
a  large  tire  on  Ilutehinson's  Island,  and  snortly  after  that  a  precon- 
certed  signal,  [indicating]  tliat  the  enemy  were  in  the  vicinity,  had  been 
made  from  the  house  of  our  |>ilot.  I  immediately  started  in  the  gig, 
accompanied  by  the  tender  II  Hd  Cat,  Boatswain  Downs;  launch.  Act- 
ing iSlidshipman  Terry;  hist  t*ntter,  Acting  Master  Billings;  second 
cutter,  Acting  ]^Iaster  llawicius,  and  third  cutter.  Coxswain  ShurtJeff, 
up  Horn  or  Big  River  Creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  lire.  Soon  after 
leaving  the  ship  a  canoe  containing  three  negroes  wa8  met,  who  stated 
that  the  rebels,  8tK)  strong,  were  at  Mrs.  Marsh's  plantation  killing  all 
the  negroes. 

As  we  advanced  up  the  creek  we  were  constantly  met  by  canoes  with 
two  or  three  negroes  in  them,  panic-stricken  and  making  their  way  to 
the  ship,  while  white  tlags  were  to  be  seen  Hying  from  every  inhabited 
point,  around  which  were  clustered  groups  of  frightened  fugitives. 
When  about  2i  mUes  from  Mrs.  Marshes  I  was  obliged  to  anchor  the 
Wild  fat  from  the  want  of  sutficient  water  in  the  channel,  with  orders 
to  be  ready  to  cover  our  retreat  if  necessary. 

Ow  an-iving  at  Mrs.  Marsh's  the  scene  was  most  painful;  her  dwell- 
ing and  chapel  were  in  ruins^  the  air  heavy  wdth  smoke,  while  at  the 
landing  were  assembled  over  tUO  souls,  mostly  women  and  children,  in 
the  utmost  distress. 

Throwingout  apicket  guard,  and  taking  every  proper  measure  against 
surprise,  I  satistied  myself  that  the  enemy  were  not  in  our  immediate 
neighborhood,  the  negroes  assuring  me  that  they  had  left  the  island 
and  returjied  to  Chapman's  fort 

I  then  gathered  the  following  particulars:  The  rebels  during  the  night 
landed  on  the  island  from  Chapman -s  fort  with  a  force  of  unknown 
numbers,  and  guided  by  u  negro  who  fen-  a  long  time  had  been  on  Otter 
Island  in  the  employ  of  the  army,  surrounded  the  houcse  and  chapel,  in 
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[which  a  lar^e  proportion  of  thf^  negroes  were  housed,  posting-  a  wtrong 

[guard  to  oppo80  our  landiii|(. 

At  early  dawn  they  tired  a  volley  throuyrh  the  house.     As  the  alarmed 

[people  sprang  nearly  naked  from  their  beds  and  rushed  forth,  frantic 

[witn  fear,  they  were  shot,  arrested,  or  knoeked  down.  The  lirst  en- 
quiry of  the  rebels  was  for  the  "'d d  Yankees/"  and  at  \vhHt  time 

we  were  in  the  haliit  of  visiting"  the  islands,  mingled  with  cxelama- 
thms  of  "'  Be  quick,  boys,  the  people  from  the  ship  will  be  up/'  ^' Let's 
burn  the  houses,''  **Not  yet,  they  will  see  the  lire  fi-om  the  ship  and 

[come  up/' 

Having  collected  most  of  the  chickens  and  despoiled  many  of  the 

[pfx>r  i>eople  of  their  very  wret-ched  clothing,  and  telling  them  that,  a.s 

'tliey  belonged  to  the  estate,  or  others  Tiearly  adjoining,  they  would  not 
molest  them,  they  tired  the  building  and  fled* 

As  the  people  were  clamorous  to  be  removed,  I  tilled  the  boats  with 
them  and  {julled  down  to  the  tender,  on  board  of  which  they  were 
phici^d.     On  our  I'eturn  for  the  remainder,  they  were  ol»served,  as  we 

I  approached  the  landing,  to  be  in  the  utmost  confusion,  dashing  w'ildly 
into  the  marshes  and  screaming,  *'The  secesh  are  coming  back/'  On 
invcistigution,  however,  it  proved  to  be  that  the  enemy,  in  full  sight 
about  i  miles  oti',  crossing  an  open  space  of  ground,  were  in  hasty 
retreat  instead  of  advancing.     On  our  first  visit  they  luust  have  been 

.concealed  in  a  patch  of  w^ood8  oot  more  than  half  a  mile  from  our 

'pickets. 

Having  sucx^eeded  in  removing  or  in  providing  with  boats  all  who 
wished  to  remain  to  collect  their  Tittle  property,!  returned  to  the  ship, 
bringing  with  me  alx»ut  seventy,  among  them  one  man  literallv  riddled 
with  balls  and  buckshot  (since  dead);  another  shot  through  tne  lungs 
and  struck  over  the  forehead  with  a  c]ubl»ed  musket,  lea\nng  the  bone 
perfectly  liare;  one  wuiman  shot  in  the  leg,  shoulder,  and  thigh;  one 
far  gone  in  pregnancy,  with  dislocation  of  tlio  hip  joint  and  injury  to 
the  WHimli,  caused  by  leaping  from  a  second-story  witidow,  and  another 
with  dispkcement  of  the  cap  of  the  knee  and  injury  to  the  leg  from 
the  same  cause. 

It  appears  that  the  negro  who  guided  the  party  had  returned  to  ttiem 
after  the  evacuation  of  this  place,  told  them  all  the  troops  had  been 
withdi-awn,  and  that  the  islands  were  entirely  unprotected  except  by 
this  ship,  I  am  therefore  at  a  los«  to  account  for  their  extreme  t*ar- 
baritv  to  negroes,  most  of  whom  were  living  on  the  plantation  where 
theyljad  Wen  born,  peacefully  tillino-  the  ground  for  their  support, 
which  their  masters,  by  deserting,  hatl  denied  theai,  and  who  were  not 
even  remotely  connected  with  the  hated  Yankee. 

I  would  respeutfully  retjuest  that  whenever  one  of  the  light-draft 
flteamers,  such  as  the  Phivtcr  or  the  El  I  eft  ^  can  be  spared  for  a  day  or 
tW'O,  she  may  be  allowed  to  visit  this  place.  The  tender  is,  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  sea  breezes,  almost  useless  in  the  narrow  creeks 
except  in  advaocing.  The  occasional  trip  of  a  small  steamer  up  the 
Ashepoo  would  make  the  w^ooding  and  watering  of  this  ship  less 
hazardous. 

1  tnistyou  will  approve  my  sending  the  contrabands  to  Hilton  Head* 
Had  I  not  been  unable  to  provide  fi>r  such  a  large  number,  and  so 
luuch  em1>arrassed  by  the  frequent  demands  made  upon  me  for  provi- 
sions by  new  arrivals,  I  should  have  waited  for  your  orders  m  the 
matter.*^ 
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Last  Tuesday  we  had  an  arrival  of  thirty  from  the  mainland,  and 
scarce  a  day  passed  without  one  or  more  arrivals,  always  in  a  half- 
starved  condition,  whose  appeals  for  food  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
resist,  though  trespassing  rather  largely  on  the  ship's  stores.  All  the 
new  arrivals  give  the  same  account  of  the  want  ana  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions among  the  white  population,  and  of  their  own  dangers  and 
sufferings  in  effecting  their  escape. 

Though  exercising  no  control  over  the  negroes  on  the  neighboring 
islands,  I  have  ever  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  urged  them  to 
move  to  fkiisto  or  St.  Helena,  and  warned  them  that  some  nig^t  ti^ey 
would  be  visited  by  the  rebels;  but  the  majority  insisted  on  remaining 
because  it  was  their  home,  while  all  seemed  to  have  the  most  perfect 
faith  in  the  protection  of  the  ship,  though,  perhaps,  as  was  the  case 
last  night,  10  or  12  miles  distant  n-om  her. 

.    V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 
Lieutenant^  Coninujmding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron^  Port  BoyaL  S.  0. 


Report  of  Commander  Dravton^  TJ.  S.  Navy^  commxmdvng  U.  S.  S. 
J^avmee^  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  vessels  from  the  Stono  Rvver. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Stono  River ^  June  13^  1862. 
Sib:  A  small  tug  has  come  alongside,  bound  to  Port  Royal,  and 

S'ves  me  five  minutes  to  write.     I  send  by  her  5  deserters  from  Fort 
oultrie,  sent  in  to  me  by  the  Charleston  squadron.     They  desire  all 
to  go  north,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  forwarding  them. 

Generals  Wright  and  Williams  object  so  strenuously  against  my 
permitting  the  UnadiUa  or  any  other  vessel  to  leave  here  for  an  instant 
that  I  can  not  do  so  unless  you  repeat  your  order.  Tlie  report  is  that 
there  are  30,000  men  on  the  island,  an  attack  from  which  force  they 
look  for  every  day,  and  they  think  their  safety  depends  on  our  pres- 
ence. As  the  batteries  inland  can  now  reach  them,  it  seems  to  me  that 
their  position  is  untenable  unless  they  can  advance.  General  Benham 
agrees  with  me  that  it  is  a  waste  of  ammunition  firing  at  objects  we  do 
not  see  and  miles  distant,  and  has  directed  it  stopped;  his  instance  of 
the  futility  of  such  practice  he  very  well  illustrates  by  Pulaski,  where 
the  fort  fired  at  them  in  just  such  works  as  we  are  expected  to  injure, 
and  although  they  were  m  sight,  after  thirty -six  hours  firing  had  done 
them  no  injury.  Lieutenant  Burns,  of  the  Army,  has  promised  to  see 
the  prisoners  delivered.  There  are  constant  alarms,  but  there  has  been 
no  attack  since  the  one  I  alluded  to  in  my  last. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander^  Senior  Ojfficer. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal. 
My  reason  for  not  sending  the  captain  of  the  Roxoena  home  was  that 
he  was  too  determined  a  looking  man  to  trust  with  two  of  his  crew, 
who  were  necessary  to  work  the  vessel,  when  I  could  only  spare,  myself, 
four,  ofllcera  included. 
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Order  of  Flug-  Ojficer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  N€my^  to  Lieuiemint  Rhind^ 
U.   S*  Nairy^  efmimandinff  U.  S.   S*    Onmider^  regarding  trading 
pennUs  tBsued  by  the  Quartermuster^s  Departvi^ii. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
B^t  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  U,  1862, 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications  of 
the  1st  and  10th  instant, 

I  am  glad  that  tho  Plants  has  proved  so  useful  a  transport,  and 
that  we  have  again  been  able  ho  matjerially  to  aid  the  army,  especially 
at  a  critical  time  when  their  generals  were  almost  helpless  for  want  of 
transports. 

Your  course  with  regard  to  vessels  entering  North  Ediato  for  tmde, 
exhibiting  pa.'^scH  only  from  the  military  authorities,  mcet'^  my  ap- 
proval* Eiitdoscd  vou  will  find  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
myself  to  Captain  f^uller,  the  chief  quartermaster  at  Hilton  Heatl,  on 
this  matt.er,  to  which,  as  yet,  no  answer  has  been  returned. 

No  vessel,  unless  an  army  trans|X)rt  or  connected  with  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  can  enter  and  remain  at  North  EdL«to  without 
a  pass  from  me  or  a  regular  clearance  from  a  <^ol lector.  When  any 
such  vessel  arrives,  order  her  to  leave  the  harlx^r  and  get  a  pass  if  she 
wishes  to  trade. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  an  order  detaching  Acting  Master  Collins 
from  your  ship*  PIeaj>e  make  out  a  more  ronnal  report  of  his  case 
that  I  mav  forward  it  with  a  dispatch  reconmiending  his  dismissal 
from  the  servit^e. 

I  understand  there  is?  a  good  deal  of  labor  involved  in  supplying  the 
Ptrfntcr  with  wood;  would  it  not  be  w^ell  to  organize  a  body  of  contm- 
bands  for  this  work? 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

I' fag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C,  Rhind, 

U,  S.  S,  Omm/I^r^  North  JEduto, 

[EadcMore.] 

Flaqhhtp  Wabash, 
Port  Rojjfd  IhrUr.  S\  a,  June  //,  ISe'B, 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  communii^ation  from  Lieutenant  Conunand- 
ing  Rhind  referring  to  ve^els  arriving  at  North  Edisto  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  goods  which  are  neither  army  transports  nor  connected 
with  the  Qnartermaster-s  Department,  and  exhibitmgas  authority  for 
doing  so  a  paper  issuing  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and 
appi-oved  by  tne  genei-al  in  conmiand.  enjoining  all  Government  ves- 
sels to  let  them  pass  unmolested. 

I  have  to  state  that  all  such  ve.saels  will  require  a  pass  from  me,  as 
no  military  authority  can  give  instructions  to  the  vesseh*  of  my  com- 
mand in  any  of  the  waters  blockaded  by  the  ships  of  this  squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  has  very  properly  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  me,  and  I  have  intimated  to  him  that  m  accordance  with  the 
general  order,  a  ropy  of  which  is  enclosed,  army  transports  and  all 
vea«5els  connected  with  the  Quartermaster's  Department  are  to  pass 
without  any  interference  on  his  part,  but  that  no  other  vessel  will  be 
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pf  i-niitted  to  outer  or  remain  at  North  Edi.sto  without  authority  from 
uiysolf  or  a  regular  clearnnre  from  a  collector* 

I  shall  giveliko  inHtrurtioni^  to  my  officers  at  all  places  held  by  the 
vessels  of  this  s<miwlroii. 
ReHpectfully,  etc., 

S.  F-  Du  Pont, 

Captain  C.  E*  Futxer, 

Amistant  Quartermmter^  U,  S~  Army^  HiUon  Mead, 


Report  of  Conimand^^r  Ihaytmi^  IL  S.  Nam^,^  commanding  U.  S*  S. 

Pamnee^  trart^mttin^  imde^t  of  BTigadier-  General  Wright^  U,  S. 

Army^  againsi  the  wtfhdraiml  of  vessehjrmn  Sfmw  Rtf^er  uniil  t/ie 

arrival  of  reinforcements. 

V,  S.  S.  Pa\i"nee, 
Of  r.  arimbairs,  St^no  [Birerl  June  U,  186M.  _ 

Sir:  No  movement  has  oreurrod  since  my  letter  with  the  deserters, 
Our  troops  have  not  advant'ed^  and  the  only  notice  the  enemy  take  of 
them  is  the  throwing  every  afternoon  of  a  few  shells  into  camp,  which 
have  not,  however,  done  any  harm  beyond  wounding  two  or  three 
soldiers.  This,  of  course,  might  become  a  serious  annoyance,  as 
answering  the  tire  is  very  much  like  shooting  at  a  person  with  your 
eyes  shut  I  think,  however,  that  the  fear  of  their  Ijeing  taken  will 
prevent  many  heavy  guns  being  j>laced  in  position  on  our  front,  and 
the  lighter  ones  can  not  do  much  harm. 

I  enclose  with  this  a  kind  of  protest  of  General  Wright  against  the 
removal,  even  for  a  time,  of  one  of  the  gunboats.  Both  he  and  Gen- 
eral  Williams  talk  very  strongly  on  the  subject,  even  more  so  than  \e 
expressed  in  the  letter,  I  do  not  see,  myself,  the  necessity  of  so  many 
vessels  merely  for  thet*amp,  and  three  times  the  nimiber  would  not  be 
sufficient  for  the  whole  river.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  our 
presence  exercises  a  very  beneficial  effect  on  the  morale  of  the  troops. 
At  any  rate,  I  promised  not  to  send  any  vessel  away  until  I  heard 
further  from  you. 

Two  more  deserters  came  in  this  morning  to  the  nnadiUa^  which  lie.* 
above  me.    They  are  both  foreigners  and  do  not  give  much  information. 

Being  so  far  removed  from  General  Beuham's  headquarters,  which 
are  olf  Old  Fort,  while  1  am  off  Thomas  Grimbairs,  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  know  when  vCvsnels  leave  for  Fort  Royal,  but  I  endeavor  to  take 
ad\^aotage  of  every  opportunity. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
SennfT  C^j^ 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comd^.  South  Atlantic  Bl^cJcading  Spmdran^  Port  PoyaL 

At  present  expect  the  FUen  and  ffal^^  in  Light- House  Creek,  and 
AridreiPy  off  Legar^ville.  The  vessels  are  with  me  here,  guarding  the 
camp  of  General  Wright  and  its  various  approaches. 
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Headquarters  United  States  Forcea^ 

GrimhoirH  Plantation,  8.  (Z,  Jun^  12,  18SS. 
Captain:  When  you  ntat^^d  Yf*!>tei'^*iy  that  you  had  instructions  from 
tho  Hiijr-ulKi'er  to  seudtwoof  the  gunboats  from  this  station  1  request<?d 
that  if  any  discretion  was  left  with  you  in  the  mutter  that  the  whole 
naval  force  should  be  retained  here  until  our  position  on  the  island 
should  he  mare  assured,  and  1  now  hiive  the  honor  to  say  that  I  still 
think  it  would  lie  unwise  to  diminish  our  present  force,  either  naval 
or  military,  by  a  single  man  or  gun  till  reinforcements  arrive. 

If,  therefore,  the  discretion  referred  to  above  be  left  with  you,  I 
would  ask  that  your  force  be  not  diminished  till  the  flag-officer  can  be 
again  heard  from. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brigadier-  Gen^ral^  i hmm  anuing. 
Captain  P*  Drayton, 

CL  S.  S,  Pawnee^  Senior  Naval  Officer,  St<mo  Ei^m\  S.  C. 


Order  of  ^^a-CjMcer  Pu  Pcm^^  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Cofumandrr  Mar- 
chana,  U.  S,  iraw,  regarding  the  mmtefn-plated  breach  of  blockade 
hy  ttteame7'if  fnmi  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

Fi^vosHip  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S.  61,  Jtme  U,  JSSe. 
Sir:  I  enclose  copy  of  the  last  dispatch  from  the  Department  in 
reference  to  the  conlemplat^d  running  of  the  blockade  by  various 
steamers  from  Nassau. 

I  presume,  aft^r  the  last  blow,  so  late  in  the  season,  we  may  look 
for  continued  settled  weather  for  a  time.  In  view  of  this,  I  wish  you 
would  consider  the  propriety  of  closing  in  the  ships  a  little  more.  I 
am  aware  there  are  two  sides  to  this  question,  and  1  leave  the  thing  to 
your  discretion  and  judgment  from  your  better  knowledge  of  the 
localities. 

Will  you,  also,  think  if  there  would  be  any  advantage  in  having  a 
ship  under  Cape  Romain?     Lieutenant  Commanding  Upshur  thinks 
there  would  be. 
The  /"A/f/  will  follow  the  Fl<imbeau  to-morrow  to  report  to  you. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  R  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  .K  B.  Marchand, 

'^  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston, 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Da  Font,  U.  S.  Nam/^  to  Comwamd^r  Strong^ 
IL  S\  Nimy^  eommandhg  U.  S,  S,  FlcLg^  to  proceed  for  hf^ochme 
dutt/  off  Charleston^  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boi/al  TIarhm\  S.  C,  June  U,  JS68, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag^  imder  your  com- 
mand oil  Charles? too,  and  report  to  CommaDder  J.  B.  Marchand,  the 
aenior  officer,  for  blockading  duty. 
Hespectfully,  etc»^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer, 
Coninmnder  J.  H.  Strong, 

a  S,  S\  Fhig,  Fort  Eoyal., 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieu  tenant  J.  H.  l^p.shur, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Flamhmu^} 


Cooperaiimi  of  the  gunboats  under  Cortunmider  Ihayton^  U.  S*  Navy^ 
with  tJw  muiy  in  Strnto  River ^  South  VaroHna^  dime  IJ^-IG^  1862. 

B«port  of  CotamAQder  Brayton,  U,  8.  Fat^t,  oomMmndmg  IT.  S.  B.  Pawnee. 

U.  S,  S.  Pawnee, 

Stono  [Ri^^er\  Jim4i  15,  1S62, 

Deah  Sir:  There  is  nothing  new  since  the  13th,  except  that  the 
army  opened  yesterday  a  battery  of  the  three  gunsi,  two  rarrott  308, 
one  Jamen^  aJx>ut  80-pounder,  on  the  Heating  battery,  and  that  at 
SeceMsionville,  at  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  bo  far,  T  do  not  think 
that  any  etfect  ha<s  l>een  produced,  although  they  seem  to  think  it  ea«y 
for  the  Ellen,  with  one  gun,  to  have  settled  the  concern,  or  at  least 
they  sometimes  talk  a  little  in  that  way,  miBled,  perhaps,  by  our  own 
loud  talking. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  things  here,  except 
that  by  the  work  going  on  one  would  sappcjse  that  they  were  getting 
ready  foi*  a  siege  ashore.  I  have  given  tne  Parrott  gun  to  the  Fern- 
ffina.  Ban kh end  hud  managed  to  bush  his,  and  reported  it  again  in 
pretty  good  condition,  but  is  glad,  of  course,  to  get  a  new  one;  those 
of  the  EllcH^  I  think  now  1  can  also  have  bushed,  whenever  I  ran  get 
her  long  enough  in  my  neighborhood,  and  her  services  can  be  spared 
for  a  day  or  two. 

We  have  now,  I  think,  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  coal  enough  for 
a  month,  the  way  we  use  it,  or  at  least  very  nearly  that  quantity. 

General  Hnnfer  goes  about  a^  far  in  one  extreme  as  some  of  the 
army  officers  in  the  other;  should  we  really  perform  some  sen  ice  of 
consequence  for  the  army  no  words  would  be  left  strong  enough  for 
his  thanks. 

I  send  Mr.  Haffank  back,  in  case  you  should  need  him  at  Port 
Rm^al. 

I  also  put  in  his  charge  the  two  deserters  I  spoke  of.  From  their 
report,  I  should  think  the  numbers  on  the  island  have  been  exaggenited, 
although  I  i:$hould  think  it  not  ditficult,  with  the  stringent  conscription 
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act,  to  cotleet  30,00l>  men  from  the  neijjfhhurhcKjd  of  Charloston  und 
SavHiiimh  in  a  little  time. 
Yourn,  very  truly, 

P,  Dbayton, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Ctmidtj.  Simth  Athmtk  Bk*ekading  Squadrmu  Port  RoyaL 

V*  S. — We  have  all,  1  believe,  done  whatever  wa8  possible,  and  so 
far  no  proposal  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  generals  that  I  have 
not  at  onee  aeceded  to,  with  the  .single  exeeption  of  wasting  ammuni- 
tion by  firing  at  enormous  ranges  and  at  what  half  the  time  is  only  to 
l>e  guessed  at  by  the  eompass.  On  this  suhjeet  they  are  now,  however, 
umch  more  reasonable,  in  consequence,  perhaps,  of  feeling  more  seeure 
than  they  did  at  tirst.  It  gives  me  great  pk^asure  to  find  that  you,  as 
well  as  General  Hunter,  are  satisriedwith  what  has  been  done.  It  has 
not  l)een  mueh,  but  I  really  ean  not  think  of  any  thing  else  exeept  to 
attaek  forts  with  the  small  vessels  that  no  one  euuld  oeeupy  if  we  drove 
the  people  out,  which  I  searcely  think  we  could  do,  if  for  nothing  else, 
on  account  of  the  wretchedly  sliallow  water  and  narrow  channels. 
1  am,  yours,  most  truly, 

P,    l>RAyTOX. 

p.  S.  No.  2.' — If  possible,  1  will  send  forward  two  more  desert-ers 
brought  to  oie  l)y  the  IMe  from  Folly  River.  Their  story  is  pretty 
much  like  that  of  the  others.  They  want  work  anywhere,  but  do  not 
wish  to  stop  in  this  neighborhowl  for  fear  of  recapture  through  some 
accident  of  war. 

Very  respectfulUs  P.  Drayton. 

P,  S.  No.  3, — If  there  is  a  spare  master's  mate  anywhere  1  should 
like  very  much  indeed  to  have  him,  as  I  only  have  one,  and  am  one 
master  short  also;  the  latter,  however,  I  do  not  care  much  alx^ut, 
unless  I  knew  something  of  him  beforehand;  a  troublesome  i>erson 
might  again  get  everything  wrong  m  the  wardroom. 

Sodgers  mentions  that  the  IMuean  is  ordered  home.  Does  she 
require  repairs? 


Qrdflir  of  Commander  Brayton,  0".  6.  Hwrj^  commanding  U.  S.  B.  Fawneo,  to  LioQtenaiLt 
omit,  U.  8.  Hftvy.  commaJidiBg  U.  8.  S,  £.  B.  Hale. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

St^o  \R!i^\  June  19,  1862, 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  I  sent  by  you  the 
other  day  to  Captain  Woolsey,  and  which  1  think  will  leave  you  as  much 
freedom  of  action  as  you  could  desire.  Of  course,  whatever  General 
Stevens  wishes  done,  must  be  attempted  if  not  too  unreasonable  (as  the 
attack  on  a  fort  with  your  smaU  means).  I  should  like  a  report  from 
you  of  the  action  of  your  vessel  oti  the  morning  of  the  Itith,  when  our 
troops  attacked  the  liatteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Senior  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Gii^lis, 

il  S.  S.  I/ale,  Lhjfd'Hottxe  Cretl\  [S&uth  C'arolifUi]. 


1U4 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BX.OCKADINO    SQUADRON. 


[Enclofmriv] 

U.  S.  fc>.  Pawnee, 
Stono  River^  Jmie  15^  1S6S. 
Tell  Captain  Woolsey  not  to  expose  his  vc8sek  more  than  can  be 
helped,  and  to  Kay  to  the  army  offirerh  that  such  is  niy  desire.  Of 
course  he  uiunt  not  Khow  any  want  of  di.sposition  to  aid  them,  and  if 
(exposure  is,  in  his  judgment,  (leces.sary,  he  must  suhject  himself  to  it, 
but  our  li^ht  ves.'^els  ai*e  too  important  to  be  needleBaly,  or,  oo  a  point 
of  honor,  jeo|mrdized. 

F.  Deavton. 
Captain  Gujjs, 

U,  S.  S.  Hale. 


Beport  of  Gommaztder  Drayton,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommandliLg  U.  8.  8,  Fawne«. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Stmw  RiTf_7\  June  17, 1S6£, 
My  Dear  Commodore:  General  Benham  determined  at  hist,  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  that  a  recoonoissance  in  force  must  be  made  in 
the  direction  of  Secei^sionville,  which  was  done  at  daylight  of  the  fol- 
lowing morning  by  the  Inigaden  of  Wright  and  Stevens.  The 
intrenchmentH  were  reat^hed  by  a  small  portion  of  the  troops,  but.  a^s 
it  is  said,  they  were  not  sup|M>rted,  and  nad  to  retire,  when  a  general 
retreat  was  ordered  and  made  without  confu^sion,  the  enemy  neither 
following  nor  tiring  after  them.  The  loss  on  our  part  i?^  said  to  be 
between  200  and  HOb  men.  Owing  to  the  mixing  of  regiments,  the 
exact  number  could  not  beascei-tained  hust  idght,  and  we  have  had  such 
a  deluge  all  day  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  on  shore.  So  well  as 
I  can  arrive  at  the  truth,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  force  of  the 
enemy  was  comparatively  (juite  small,  but  wu^ll  jM>sted.  The  Klle7i^ 
from  the  other  side  with  the  Jfalt\  threw  alj<:>ut  a  hundred  shell  into 
the  ^vorks  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  men,  and  we  also  threw  a  few 
here,  but  to  no  |K)Ssible  at! vantage;  indeed,  some  of  them,  I  believe 
came  much  nearer  our  own  men  than  those  of  the  enemy,  as  would  be 
very  likely  to  happen  from  the  \evy  vague  and  unintelligble  direc- 
tions telegraphed  to  us.  The  effect  of  our  movement  proves  to  me 
very  clearly  that,  without  a  much  larger  force,  we  can  not  peuetrate 
much  beyond  the  river,  and  even  then  it  muM  l>ecome  hei^e,  as  else- 
where, a  war  of  artillery  and  parallels,  as  it  appeai-s  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  get  raw  troops  t^>  storm  intrenchments;  at  any  rate  what  we 
have  here  won't  do  it,  and  there  is  little  doubt  l>ut  that  the  few  prac- 
ticable route!?  across  the  island  are  well  foitified.  1  should  not  be 
much  surprised  at  this  reverse  rather  inspiriting  the  other  side,  and 
itidueiug  an  attack  on  our  people,  particularly  if  they  manage  to  gel 
from  prisoners  who  were  taken  our  soiall  numbers.  Although  Gen- 
eral Stevens  had  tired,  the  day  l>efore  our  attat^k,  seventy  roiuids  from 
bis  two  30-1X3 under  Parrot ts  and  one  8n-pouuder  James  at  a  mile  and 
three-eighte  on  Secession ville  and  the  floating  battery,  he  could  do 
neither  of  them  the  least  uijury,  although,  for  the  time,  he  thinks  he 
drove  the  men  from  the  latter,  and  their  tire  did  not  cost  him  a  man; 
showing  what  1  have  always  thought,  that  a  distant  tire  is  of  scarcely 
any  use,  particularly  against  earthworks,  where,  when  the  shot  comes 
so  long  after  the  report,  it  can  be  dodged  ad  inlinituni,  unless  tbenum- 
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ber  of  guns  in  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  continued  lire  and  from  differ- 
ent dirt*<"tion8. 

I  am  a  little  uneertain  whether  I  wa.**  right  in  .sendinir  a  li^^t  of  all 
the  vessels  that  were  in  thbs  river  when  the  Rmimm  wa-^  taken  as 
being  entitled  to  prize  money.  The  matter  i.s,  of  eourrtC,  a  mei-e 
trirte,  fRit  I  would  like  to  do  it  properly,  and  you  will  oblige  me  very 
muoh  by  pennitting  Mr,  McKinley  to  inform  me  what  is  the  rule  in 
isut^h  a  ease. 

Youth,  very  truly,  V,  I>ttA\*TON. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Vomdif,  South  Atl4Mitw  BhcJcadmg  Squadnm^  Port  Royal, 

IStL — General  Bcnham  informs  me  thi^  morning  that  our  loss  will 
be  500  men  at  least,  judging  from  present  appearaocea. 


k 


Letter  from  BrigikdieT-OeiLeral  Benbam,  U.  S.  Azmj^  to  Commander  BrjiTton,  W.  8.  Navy^ 
regarding  amtx  advancs  toward  0«ce»Bion^Ue. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  DiSTiiHin,  Drpt.  of  thk  South, 

Of  Gf^mbaWH^  tm  Stmo  Rher,  S.  C  June  17,  1802. 
Sir:  As  you  wei'e  pre^ient  upon  the  evening  of  the  15th  toy  taut  at 
the  meeting  of  my  self  with  (ienenilH  Wright  and  Stevens  and  Colonel 
William.s  for  discusning  and  arranging  the  plan  of  operations  for  the 
f*i1  lowing  morning  for  the  reeonnoissanee  or  movement  toward  the 
fort  at  Secef^Hionville,  1  would  desire  to  ask  of  you  if  you  heard  any 
of  thene  officers  expre.s«  any  doubt  a^  to  the  .succe.ss  of  the  opemtion, 
or  make  any  objeetion  to  it  what*?ver,  or  proj^ose  any  change  in  the 
plans  I  otfere<l  other  than  one  from  Genenil  Stevenw  a«  to  the  time; 
which  be  strongly  urged  should  l>e  in  the  aft+^rnoon;  or  if  you  recol- 
lect that  any  change  was  made  in  my  project,  except  as  to  this  time; 
wherein,  in  consequence  of  the  urgency  of  (xeneral  Stevens  that  be 
should  have  op«*n  daylight  for  his  movement,  I  yielded  my  plan  of 
having  him  move  between  H  and  3*30  a,  m.,  that  our  troops  might  be 
.upon  the  fort  at  earliest  dawn,  that  the}^  might  not  he  aimed  at  in 
their  approach,  and  consent-ed  that  he  shoula  stail  at  4  or  a  quarter 
past  4  at  furthest. 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H,  VV,  Benium, 
Brigadi^-  General'^  Cornnmndin^. 

Captain  Percival  Drayton, 

Sf/ikn'  ^^aval  OJicer  tm  Stmw  River ^ 


Confidential   report   of   Flag -Officer   Da  Pont,  IT.  8.  ITevy,  enoloiing   a  perioaal  letter 
•ddreited  te  him  by  Commander  BraTtoa,  U.  8.  Havy^  oommaading  U.  8.  fl.  Pawnee. 

Private  and  confidential]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Roj/fil  Harbor,  6\  a.Jttne  m.  1869i. 
My  Dkab  Sib:  As  recent  opemtions  and  results  on  St,  Johns  Island 
[John's,  S.  CI]  in  no  nmnner  jiertained  to  my  command,  I   have  no 
official  report  to  make  of  them,  but  will  simply  observe  here  that  the 
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gunboats  in  the  Stono  n^ndered  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  and  I 
neliiive  were  very  iniportarit  by  their  presence  alone  during  the 
retreat  of  the  troops. 

1  eiieluse  for  your  perusal  the  copy  of  a  very  interesting  private  let- 
ter fi'ooi  Commander  Dra^^on,  which,  it  strikes  nne,  you  would  lil^e  to 
see,  but  you  will  perceive  he  expresses  himself  to  me  without  reserve, 
though  with  his  usual  calm  and  just  spirit,  and  I  beg  you  to  consider 
it  confidential. 

With  warm  regards  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  great 
respect,  faithfully  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hon.  GmEON  Welles, 

SecreUtry  of  tihe  Na/vy^   Washington. 

[EDdoeare.] 

U.  a  S.  Pawt^ee, 
Sttm^j  Rivei\  June  18^  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  mutual  recrimination 
going  oil  here,  everyone  laying  the  blame  of  defeat  on  everyone  else, 
and  1  even  understand  unofficially  that  the  EUen  is  supposed  not  to 
have  ffone  close  enough  or  to  have  tired  soon  enough.  The  day  was 
very  blustering  and  tide  low,  which  made  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep  that  vessel  afloat,  and  it  w'as  not  a  very  easy  thing  to  know"  when 
to  tire  with  our  own  troops  supposed  to  be  mi:xed  up  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  particularly  as  the  signal  officer  on  board  could  not  get  into 
comnmnication  wi\h  our  people*  1  could  not  of  course,  with  [the] 
variety  of  eases  likely  to  occur,  give  more  than  geneml  orders  for  his 
guidance  to  Captain  Woolsey;  the  last  ones  I  sent  him  on  the  15th  hy 
the  commander  of  the  Ilale^  and  are  as  follows: 

Tell  Captain  Wool^ey  not  to  expose  hiH  ve«*eli*  ii]»ore  tliaii  can  be  helped,  and  to 
say  t<_»  tht)  arrny  officers  that  »Ufh  it)  my  desire.  Of  course  he  muat  not  ahow  any 
waiit  o(  dLnpototicin  to  aid  them,  and  ifexpusurc^  i**^  iu  hi»  jndguient,  necessary  he 
mtifft  subject  himself  t*>  it,  but  our  light  veaeels  are  too  important  to  be  needleesly 
or  on  a  point  of  honor  jeopardized. 

The  above,  1  eonsidei-ed,  gave  quite  as  much  latitude  as  could  be 
deaired,  and  would  at  the  same  time  support  the  captain  in  objecting 
to  acceae  to  any  of  those  rash  schemes  wnich  are  sometimes  proposed 
by  tho8e  having  neither  risk  nor  responsibility.  As  I  have  seen  Cap- 
tain Woolsey  three  time  lately  under  tire,  and  have  observed  how  cool 
and  collecteti  he  is,  1  am  quite  satisfied  that  he  did,  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment,  what  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  Of  course 
what  I  i-efer  to  may  be  uiere  idle  tattle,  but  even  that  is  nut  to  be 
treated  with  contempt.  As  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  the  tiring 
was  kept  up  from  tne  Ellen  until  her  two  Farrotts  were  entirely  dis- 
abled, owing  to  the  bouching  giving  wuy.  This  damage  1  am,  how- 
ever, now  repairing  and  hope  to  have  the  guns  ready  for  use  a^ain  by 
to-morroW'  night,  or  at  least  one  of  them.  I  enclose  with  this  the  copy 
of  a  letter  written  by  me  to  General  Benham,  in  answer  to  one  which 
requested  my  recollections  of  what  passed  at  the  meeting  held  on  the 
evening  previous  to  the  attack.  The  object  of  the  call  on  me  is,  I 
suppose,  to  prove  that  at  the  time  no  objections  were  urged  by  the 
other  officers.  Of  course  every  one  will  try  and  shoulder  utl*  his  {mr- 
ticuhir  resixjnsibility.     Before  we  broke  up  I  told  General  Stevens 
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that  whatever  orders  he  chose  to  give  to  the  g-unboats  on  his  flanks 

%voiild  V)e  obeyed  by  their  captains,  and  that  I  wouM  write  such  an 

order  if  he  wished  it,  hut  he  said  it  was  not  necessary.     The  fact  is 

I        this  unfortunate  affair  is  only  another  vei"sion  of  New  Orleans  and 

I  Bunker  HilL 
Very  truly,  yours,  P.  Drayton. 

Fhig-Officer  Sl  R  Du  Pont, 
Cmadg,  South  Atlmitic  Blockading  Sqnadron^  Port  Royal, 
^^  [Subenclosure*] 

■  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

"  Stiyiio  Rmt-r,  June  IS,  1S6£. 

Sm:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17th,  just  received,  1  beg  to 
state  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  referred  to  in  it  I  can  not 
recollect  any  opposition  l>eing  offered  to  your  proposed  advance  on 
Secession \d lie  tne  following  morning,  except  as  regards  the  time  you 
had  fixed  on,  Brigadier-tjeneral  Stevens  being  in  favor  of  deferring  it 
until  the  afternoon,  although,  however,  no  direct  objections  were  made. 
I  judge  from  a  series  of  questions  which  wei-e  put  to  General  Stevens 
b}^  General  Wright  in  regard  to  the  effect  produced,  or  likely  to  lie 
produced,  on  the  enemy's  w^orks  by  the  battery  of  the  hitter  that  he 
was  not  in  favor  of  a  forw^ard  movement  at  the  present  time.  I  can 
not  call  to  mind  any  particular  expressions  of  Colonel  Williams  which 
would  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  his  views,  but  must  i-onfess 
that  the  impression  was  made  on  uie  by  the  general  tone  of  the  con- 
versation  that  while  expressing  ever}'  desire  to  further  your  views  to 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  three  officers  above  named  were 
scarcely  in  favor  of  the  movement.  None  of  them,  however,  said  as 
much  as  this,  and  Geneml  Wright  did  observe  that  we  would  take  the 
battery,  he  thought.  The  only  change  made  in  your  first  plan  of 
operations,  so  far  as  1  could  see,  was  to  defer  the  movement  a  half 
hour  later  than  first  intended  by  you. 

Verj^  truly,  yours,  P.  Drayton, 

Senior  Ncmal  Officer. 
Brigadier-Geneiiil  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  at  the  Stono, 


fieport  of  Lieutan&nt  Oillii,  U.  S.  Wayy,  oomm&iiiling  U.  8.  8.  £.  B.  Hale. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 

Stmw  River,  June  19,  186^. 

Sie:  1  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  b}'  this  vessel  in  the  attack  on  the  rebel  battery  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th  instant: 

At  3:30  a.  m.  of  the  l*3th  1  received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Woolsey,  of  the  Ellen,  to  get  underway  when  he  did  and 
follow  his  motions.  We  soon  after  got  underway,  and,  in  company 
with  the  Ellen^  proceeded  up  Light-House  Creek  to  the  woods  on  the 
left,  where  we  came  to  anchor  for  the  purpose^  as  I  was  informed,  of 
keeping  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  until  the  attack  had  been  made  by 
the  army.  At  about  4:30  heard  heavy  artillery  and  iufantry  firin|j:; 
immediately  got  underway  and  proceeded  on  up  the  river  until  within 
range  of  the  Towei*  battery,  where  we  remained  until  our  troops  had 
been  repulsed  and  had  retired  from  the  field,  when  the  Elltn  opened 
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fire  M  ith  her  Parrott  mns.  1  immediately  opened  with  the  Parrott 
gun  of  this  vessel,  ana  fired  nine  roundis,  when  Captain  Woolsey  sig- 
naled nm  to  come  within  haiU  which  I  proc^eeded  to  do,  and  he  informed 
me  that  the  shells  from  mv  K^^*^  were  stripping  and  the  pieces  were 
falling  aroimd  hLs  men<  and  directed  me  to  take  up  a  position  where  I 
could  bring  my  broadside  guns  to  l>ear,  which  1  proceeded  to  do  by 
going  above  the  Kilen  and  running  the  bows  of  this  vessel  against  the 
hank  on  the  Eileris  port  bow,  that  being  the  only  way  in  which  I  could 
keep  the  vessel  broaoside  to  without  anchoring.  Lying  in  this  position 
I  tired  8  15-second  shells  and  6  aolid  shot,  but  being  unable  to  reach 
the  battery  with  either  I  ceased  tiring  and  reported  to  Captain  "W'oulsey 
for  further  instructions.  He  told  me  that  we  had  done  all  that  we 
could,  and  soon  after,  the  troops  having  all  w^ithdrawn  and  the  action 
having  closed  so  far  as  the  army  was  concerned,  wq  got  underway  and 
returned  to  our  old  anchorage,  nearly  opposite  the  picket  station  on 
Light'House  Creek. 

I  can  not  help  but  add  that  it  \h  my  firm  impression  that  had  Captain 
Woolsey  been  unrestricted  by  instructions  from  the  arm v,  and  his  and 
this  vessel  lx»en  jKiruntted  to  participate  in  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
we  could  have  been  of  the  greatest  sei-vice,  and  I  l>elieve  that  the  result 
would  have  been  favorable  to  our  arms. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jameb  R  Gillis, 
Lteutemint^  Vmmnandlng. 

Commander  P,  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Sen  lift  Ojfi.€er*  Stf>no  Hiver. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  JMchrtl^tan^  K  S,  N^ctiry^  €ommamUn<i  K  S\  S, 

Jfiaac  Smii/ij  regarding  an  ea^pedUimi  mad^  up  th<  Si*  Jonn^H  River ^ 

Flijrida^  Jwne  U,  18&S, 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  John's  River,  EM  Flmids^  Jmie  17,  186^. 

Sir:  The  (hem  arrived  here  upon  the  11th  instant.  On  the  14th  I 
finished  loading  the  schooner  liainbt^w  with  luml>er  for  Government 
use;  she  will  stop  at  Port  RoyaL  The  same  day  I  started  up  the  river 
and  anchored  near  the  Patrotm^  about  15  miles  al>ove  Jacksonville; 
remained  over  the  Sabbath,  then  started  back  with  the  PatriMm  in  com- 
panv.  During  this  trip  I  received  so  many  con tni bands  on  board,  as 
welt  as  other  passengers,  that  I  dispatched  the  Uneas  to  Fernan- 
dina,  as  I  coukl  not  accommodate  them  all  on  board  the  Garihaldi, 
The  cause  of  so  many  leaving  is  that,  at  present,  there  are  no  troops 
at  Jacksonville,  the  regiment  that  was  stationed  there  having  been 
sent  to  Tennessee. 

I  find  the  linear  to  be  withoutan y  watch  officers.  The  executive  officer 
was  bt>th  disobedient  and  disresj>ectful  to  his  captain  while  I  was  up 
the  river.  I  forward  a  report  in  regard  to  him.  I  have  sent  one  of 
mv  niasters  for  tem|x>ntry  duty  there.  Will  you  send  that  vessel  an 
officer  as  well  as  the  i^atrinm^  about  which  vessel  I  have  made  vou  a 
separate  report,  I  also  call  your  attention  to  the  leak}"  condition  of 
this  vessel  in  a  special  report. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  W.  A,  Nicholson. 

Flajz-Ofiicer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U,  8.  Navy, 

Comdg,  Smith  Atlanttv  Blockading  Squadrmt^  Part  Rayal^  S, 
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U,  S.  S,  Isaac  Smith, 

Of  Maijpryrt  Mills,  St.  John^n  Itiver,  ,hme  17,  im2. 
My  Deak  Captain:  You  must  excuse  mj  troubling  you  so  ranch 
with  lont|f,  iinititerestiug  notes;  but  the  fact  is  I  do  not  wish  to  write 
every  little  thing  to  the  flag  [officer]  and,  therefore,  tiikn  advantage  of 
3"our  kindnesH  and  get  you  to  explain  matter!^*  I  went  up  the  river 
Saturday  last,  and  remained  over  Sunday  about  15  miles  above  tlaek- 
Honville;  found  everything  tpiiet.  Shortly  nfter  dark  the  contralmrids 
eommenced  coming  in,  and  when  1  started  on  my  return,  Monday 
morning,  1  had  43  on  hoard,  12  of  whom  were  children,  besides  4  free 
blacks.  Off  Jacki4onville  a  tlag  of  truce  was  waved.  T  anchored  and 
sent  a  l>uat  for  two  ladies,  tK)th  widows,  one  of  whom  had  four  children. 
They  had  been  nearly  two  months  trying  to  get  away,  but  as  they 
were  from  the  North  could  not  get  apas8.  Fortunately  all  the  troops 
left  town  on  Saturday  eve  for  Tennessee,  and  the  town  is,  therefore^ 
unoccupied  by  the  rebels.  Prince  bronght  the  Unau  round  here  and 
I  was  enabled  to  go  up  the  river;  otherwise  I  shoold  liuve  had  to  wait 
for  a  pilot.  The  draft  of  this  vessel  is  so  great,  with  coal  in,  that  1 
huve  tx>  move  very  cautiously;  we  are  now  drawing  10  feet  S  inched. 
1  found  the  Patnnm  in  a  very  bad  condition;  no  one  to  lead  ainong 
the  officers;  the  captain,  an  amiable  old  gentleman,  and  four  oias- 
ter^s  mates.  The  crew  steal  the  whisky  with  false  keys  from  the  spirit 
room,  get  drunk  and  mutinous,  tiglit,  etc.  The  engineers  say  the 
executive  officer  has  no  authority  over  their  department  and  the  pay- 
master and  others  sjiy  the  same;  consequently  there  wa>i  no  head.  I 
went  on  txmrd  and  told  all  hands  at  muster  that  I  would  keeu  her  with 
me;  that  if  they  touched  thei^thip's  whisky  I  would  request  tlie  captain 
to  carrj^  out  a  law  of  CH:)ngre8s  which  authorizes  him  to  stop  the  lupior 
portion  of  the  ration  in  case  of  drunkenness,  and  that  I  would  tiike  it  all 
on  board  of  mv  vessel;  and,  finalh',  I  sent  one  of  my  masters,  Mr. 
Corser,  on  board  with  orders  to  regulate  matte i^.  On  my  arrival 
here  I  find  the  Unca^  also  in  a  bad  way.  She  is  very  short  of  officers; 
one  master  and  one  mate.  The  master,  who  is  executive  officer-^  was 
Ijoth  disobedient  and  mutinous  to  the  captain.  I  send  the  report  to 
the  flag.  I  have  also  loaned  one  other  of  my  masters  to  her.  Will 
you  not  be  able  to  send  a  couple  of  efficient  officers  as  executive  officers 
to  these  vessels  f  I  w^as  in  hopes  to  tind  the  Ihrliuffhm  here  with 
stores.  I  have  to  send  the  IJnea^  to  Fernandina  with  the  passengei^, 
as  I  can  not  feed  so  many  mouths,  and  the  widows  are  ladies,  Mrs, 
Pickering  and  Mrs.  Fleming.  I  hope  that  they  will  meet  with  cour- 
tesy the  whole  way  North,  for  they  nave  endured  enough  of  sutfering 
from  the  reliels  to  last  them.  Please  send  me  any  news.  1  shall  dis- 
patch the  Garfhnlji!  shortly  for  provisions,  as  the  (jncaa  has  none* 
Remember  me  to  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be,  truly,  yours, 

Captain  Rodgers, 

Cmnffmnding  Wahask, 


P.  S. — I  am  repairing  my  upper  w^orks  and  decks.  It  is  slow  work* 
I  want  a  lot  of  tenpenny  nails  and  pitch.  Our  hull  is  fast  going  by 
the  worms;  we  have  to  pump  three  times  a  dav  now;  leaking  abcmt  2 

I  inches  an  hour;  formerlv,  or  two  wrecks  ago,  she  did  not  leak  a  drop. 
J.  W.A.N. 


no 
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P.  S. — The  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  river  as  far  as  one  can  see  is 
planted  with  corn.  They  say  eom  enough  in  Florida  for  all  of  the 
Southern  rel>el  States.  If  we  carry  their  darkies  off  they  cao  not 
fifather  it;  one  conflation. 

J.N. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nwmf  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pimi^  U,  8. 
Natnj\  r^ardifug  giffnal  books  /or  vessels  comfnanded  by  volunieer 

officers. 

Navy  Depahtmunt,  June  17^  1862, 
Sir:  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  on  the  subject  of 

furniHhingtheve><i3els  io  the  squadron  commanded  by  volunteer  officers 
with  signal  books.  The  Dei^artnient  authorizes  you  to  use  your  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter  of  .signals.  It  is  desirable,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, to  use  the  naval  signal  book  generally.  I  have  also'to  m*knowl- 
edge  the  following  communications  from  yon  in  relation  to  bursting 
of  guns:  June  9,  enclosing  appmisement  of  the  steamer  Pl4i?iftr; 
June  9^  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  letters. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  oljcdient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Chmmmidmgy  etc,^  Port  Royal .^  S.  C, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U,  S,  Na^yy^  to  Comnmnd^  Golds- 
horouyhj  U.  S.  I'^O'^^y^  eonif/mitdiny  U,  S,  S.  Florid^j^  transferring 
Aim  from-  command  at  Wassaw  S&und  to  St*  Simon^s  Sounds 
Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Jane  18,  1862, 
Sir;  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  hand  over  the  charge 
of  Wassaw  Sound  to  Comamnder  Parrott,  with  such  information  as 
your  experience  there  will  dictate,  and  proceed  to  St.  Simon\s  Sound 
and  relieve  Commander  Godon,  of  the  Mohican^  in  those  waters^ 
delivering  to  him  the  enclosed  order. 

The  Augmta  takes  down  your  condenser,  mails,  etc. 
I  rely  upon  your  previous  interest  taken  in  affairs  at  St.  Simon's 
and  the  surrounding  waters  for  a  continuance  of  the  same  [in]  watch- 
ing  the  possible  attemptH  at  running  the  blockade,  as  well  as*the 
iiunmne  protection  of  the  contrabands. 

Kespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S-  F,  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  OjjSccT,  Covidg.  So^uth  AtMnti^*  Blockading  Sf/uadrtm, 

Commander  Goldsborouoh, 

[/,  S,  S.  Fhridu,  Senio^r  Officer  Wa^inaw  Sound,  Georgin, 

P.  S, — You  will  please  receive  from  Commander  Parrott  a  certain 
tjuantity  of  condemned  bread,  which  you  will  take  to  St  Simon's  for 
the  contrabands. 

S.  F.  D.  P, 


I 


Wkrvf  Flm- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navu^  to  Vonvmnnder  Gotda- 
horoitglu  fy.  S.  Naiyy^far  the  dispatch  o/tA^  U,  iS*  ship  Va?idalia  to 
Part  Hoyal  Marbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhiyr,  S,  (\,  Jime  IS,  ISSe. 
Sir:  The   Brft^Uiera  pro€eed8    to    Waswaw   Sound   towed  by    the 
AitguMa. 

On  her  arrival  you  will  at  once,  before  proceeding  to  St,  Simoirs^ 
diypatfh  the  Vajid/dm  to  this  anchorage. 

L        Respect  fully,  etc., 
S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Fl<ig'qj^cer, 
Commander  J.  R.  Goli>8Borough, 
U*  S*  S*  Florida^   Wassaw  Stmnd^  [Gmrtjia\. 
m    "       — 
\rrder  of  Ftncf-  O^eer  Ihi  Pont^  U.  S>  Natfy,  to  Commander  Parrott^ 
U.  S\  iVavy^  arnwyindi?ig   IL  S*  S.  Awjusta^  t<t  relieve  Vomraander 
GoUlsbfrrotigh  fn>m  duty  in  Wa^aio  Sounds  Georgia, 

Flaoshtp  Wabash, 

Pfwt  Royal  HiiHm\  S.  6'.,  Jmu:  18,  IS6^. 
Sib:  When   ready  you  will  please  proceed  to  Wassaw  Sound  and 
relieve  Commander  Goldsborough,  of  the  Florida^  at  present  in  charge 
of  those  waters. 

He  will  ^ive  yon  Hueh  local  information  and  the  results  of  his 
experience  as  may  be  desirable  for  you  to  have. 

The  main  object  of  oct^upying  this  sound  is  for  an  inside  blockade, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  anproac^hes  to  Savannah,     It  is  no  longer  probable 
that  any  attempt  will  be  made  from  without. 
The  rebels,   however,  have  three  steamers  yet  in   Savannah,  the 

,  mounting  two  guns,  the  — - — ,  mounting  two  guns,  and  the 

Fmyal,  mounting  four.  Bv  Wilmington  River  they  could  avoid 
Pulaski  and  r*^ach  the  [Wassaw]  Sound,  l»ut  the  deserters  and  contra- 
bands represent  them  as  laid  up.  StilL  a  proper  vigilance  should  be 
kept  up. 

A  Ixjat's  crew  and  officers  captured  from  the  Suf/ij^tf^,  and  my  gen- 
eral order  of  the  2d  in.stant,  will  call  to  mind  the  necessity  of  not  let- 
ting boats  go  off  on  pleasure  parties. 

Respectful  Iv,  vour  otedient  servant, 

V  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flm/-  Officer,  Comd{i,  South  Atlmitic  Bhckadi^ig  Sq^md/ran, 

Commander  E,  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Aufftista^  Port  RoyaL 


Older  of  Flag- Officer  I}u  Ptmt^  U.  S\  Nary^  to  Commander  Godon^ 
U.  S,  Jffwy,  mmmanding  U,  8,  S.  Mohican^  regardiJig  tramfer  of 
cmnmand. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Ilarior,  S.  C,  June  18,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Florida  you  will  transfer  the  charge  of 
St,  Simon's  Sound  and  the  adjacent  wat^ers  to  Commander  Goldsbor- 
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ough,  giving   hko  nil  th<>   inforamtion    whirh  your  experience  nmt 
suggest. 

Ton  will  then  return  to  thi^s  anchorage  for  further  orders* 
iiespectfull\%  QtA!.^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S*  tS,  Mohmin^  SL  Simmies* 


Orderof  If  la4^-0Mc€T Du  Potdy  U>  S,  Navy^  to  Chmmuftder Miwchandj 
U,  S.  Navy^  regardrng  th^e  U,  S.  S.  Nonmch, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pmi  Eoi/al  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  Jum  18,  1862, 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  pletuse  order  the  Nanmch  to  go  into  Stona| 
and  repoil  to  Commander  Dmyton. 

I  have  ordered  the  Halt:  and  Hetiry  Aiuirew  from  there  to  George- 
town. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  J,  B.  March  and, 

Senim'  Ojfi^^r  off*  Charlsston, 


Letter  f mm  Mug- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Oommnnder  Drat/- 
tmiy  U,  S.  Nary^  iwmmandin^  U,  S.  S,  Pamnee^  expreMing  aj?proral\ 
qfapemtimu  in  the  Stmio  Miver  and  explaming  tTie  wltMrawal   ^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Moyal  Harbor,  S.  (\,  June  1%  1862. 

Sir:  Your  several  reports  since  those  of  May  30  and  June  3,  already 
acknowledged,  have  hwen  received,  and  I  beg  to  say  your  opcnitiona 
in  the  Stono  with  the  division  of  gunboats  under  your  command  have 
been  very  satisfactory  to  me  and  creditable  also  to  you  and  the  officers 
and  men  employed. 

You  will  perceive  by  a  general  order  from  Major-Geneml  Hunter, 
issued  on  the  14tb  instant,  that  your  operations  have  been  equally 
gratifying  to  him  and  the  army  present. 

I  am  com|>elled  to  withdraw  a  portion  of  your  force,  for  I  must  have 
the  Hale  and  Henry  Andrew  on  account  of  their  draft  for  operations 
in  (leorgetown,  S.  C.     The  JShnmc/t  will  replace  one  of  them, 

1  have  information  from  the  Department  of  an  organized  intention 
to  force  the  blockade  on  a  large  scale,  either  by  stratagem  or  force, 
and  that  portion  of  the  sciuadron  now  in  the  Stono  is  withdrawn 
for  my  own  legitimate  and  pressing  duties.  If  the  generals  near 
you  are  disposed  to  demur,  please  let  them  know  this,  but  the  ves- 
sels must  be  sent  immediately  to  Georgetown  to  report  to  Commander 
Prentiss* 

In  consequence  of  having  no  small  vessel  to  watch  the  Santee,  the 
Sfnhrofd\  steaDier,  has  escaped  to  Nassau,  wdiere  I  think  she  will  c^rry 
such  information  as  wiU  direct  a  portion  of  the  steam  tlcet  waitiiig 
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th^re  to  Georgotown;  besidps,  1  have  other  iiupoiiant  dut}^  for  Coin- 
oiuTider  PrcotisH  aod  he  miLst  have  the  li^ht-dnift  veis-sei^  to  exe- 
cute  it 

Respectfully,  etc*, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Mag- Office. 
Commander  P.  Draytox, 

LL  S*  *S.  J\tiimetu  ASrnif^r  Ojficer^  Stout?, 

P.  S.^ — The  Ila/e  and  Henry  Andrera  will  first  report  to  Commaoder 
Marchand,  of  the  J(Wh\h  A(i(/tf\  off  CharleHton,  receiving  from  hira 
certain  marines  to  accompany  these  steamers  to  Georgetown, 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Order  of  Fkig-  Officer  I}i(  Pmit^  U,  S.  Natyy^  to  Lieutenant  Lowry^ 
U,  S,  Marine  Carps^  to  proeeed  in  ccmmmnd  of  mar  ins  guards  of 
the  U*  8*  steamers  E,  B*  Hale  and  Henry  Anareie  t'O  Oeorgetowfu 
S.  C.  * 

FLAosnir  Wabash, 
Port  Jioi/ai  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  18,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  take  m^sag^e  in  the  Hope  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Marchand,  of  the  James  Adger^  .senior  officer  off  Charleston. 
Commander  Marchantl  will,  agreeahlv  to  orders  forwarded  by  the 
Hope,,  piaee  on  board  of  the  Hale  and  Hennj  Andrew  the  marine 
guards  of  the  James  Adger^  Keyntone  Staie^  and  Alahama^  of  which 
you  will  a.s8ume  the  command,  and  with  which  you  will  proeeed  to 
Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  report  to  t^mmander  Prentiss,  of  the 
Albatross^  for  special  service  in  the  neighboring  waters. 

When  your  services  and  those  of   the  marines  can  be  dispensed 
with  the  marines  will  be  returned  to  th^ir  respective  ships  and  you 
'  will  resume  your  duties  on  board  the  Waki^h. 
I  Respectfully,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Fl4ig' Officer. 
First  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Lowrt, 

U,  S,  Marine  Carps^  U.  S.  S,  Whhisk^  Port  lioi/al. 


Order  of  Fla^-  Officer  Du  Pant,  IL  S.  JVairt/^  to  Coniniander  Prentiss^ 
U*  S.  Miiry^  rtganlingpronosed  destruetimi  of  railroad  bridge  and 
erection  of  battery  in  nhicfc  River, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Emjn!  Harhm\  S.  C,  June  IS,  I86S. 
Sir:  I  have  your  communicatioo  of  the  liith  instant,  detailing  your 
operations  since  your  previous  report;  these  are  satisfactory.  1 
regret,  of  course,  the  escape  of  the  Seahnxjk,  but  this  could  not  be 
avoided  with  your  small  force,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
increase  it 

I  am  much  impressed  by  your  suggestions  in  reference  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  railroad  bridge  and   the   erection  nf  a  battery  on  Bhick 
^Kiver,  and  notwithstanding  the   gre4it  demand  up(>n  the  light-draft 
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vr.ssel^  in  Stono  and  elsewhere^  1  am  ordering  the  Halt  and  11,  Am 

(7i  feet)  to  proceed  inimediatety  iind  repoit  tu  you. 

These  8teainers  will  lieaceoinpaiued  Ijv  8t>uieiiniriiR\s  from  theshif 
otT  Charle.ston,  but  they  must  l>e  returned  to  their  respective  vessel 
avS  jsoon  a.^  you  have  finished  ononitions  in  the  Santee. 

If  you  can  deMroy  that  bridge,  it  will  be  a  very  handsome  thing. 

You  wnll  receive  and  protect  all  contrabands  that  eorae  in  and  send 
them,  if  most  convenient,  to  Port  Royah 

1  have  noted  especially  your  report  of  the  condition  of  your  crew, 
so  many   of  whom  are  over  their  term  of  enlistment,  and  also  tbe^^ 
position  of  the  men  from  the  CHm}>etiund  ^ViA  i'mtgrem,  ^H 

I  can  see  no  better  way  of  meeting  the  emerfjency  and  doing  w^hat 
is  just  to  the  men  than  for  you,  so  soon  us  you  g'ot  through  the 
optM'utions  on  the  San  tee  and  elsewhere,  to  leave  the  senior  officer  in 
charge  of  the  waters  you  are  now  holding  and  proceed  to  Philadel* 
phia.  get  another  cn*w,  and  return  to  your  station. 

Ycni  will  therefore  do  this  without  further  ordei*s,  after  reporting! 
your  proceedings  to  me. 

The  rapture  of  any  rel>el  property,  such  as  cotton  and  rice,  is 
proper,  I  would  not  destroy,  however,  buildings  or  houses  unless 
usea  bv  the  rebels  for  stationing  pickets  or  any  other  military  pur- 
pose wTiich  may  be  annoying.  This,  of  course,  does  not  apply  to  the 
railroad  bridge. 

Respectful ly,  etc., 


I 


S.  F. 


Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

U.  S.  S.  Alhatrosit^  (rt^jrgetmim. 


Dr  Pont, 
J*la^-  Ojffic&r. 


Order  of  Fhi^-  OJirtr  Iht  Pimt^  U,  S.  Miiy,  t^  Acting  Master  HockA 
well^  IL  S.  Nmn^^  vommanding  U.  S^  schf^onrr  Ht*pe,  to  proceed  a$\ 
bearer  of  dispftt€hej<  t^^  (J/tarteMmi^  *?,  l\ 

Flagshtp  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harfm\  S.  a,  June  18,  1868, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  acconi|>anving  dispatches,  first  to 
Stono,  reporting  to  Cunimander  Drayton,  and  thence  otf  Charleston, 
repoi'ting  to  Commander  Marchand, 

After  delivering  the  dispatcher,  as  alKJve  directed,  you  wdll  return] 
at  once  to  this  am-hoinge. 
RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flng-  Offix^er. 
Acting  Master  J.  E-  Rockwell, 

Ctmimanding  U>  S,  Schooner  Hope^  Port  lifjgaL 

Above  modified:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  direct,  and  the 
dispatches  intended  for  Commander  Drayton  you  will  deliver  to  Com- 
mander Marchand,  to  be  sent  by  the  JVonvwIito  Stono.  Show  these 
orders  to  CV>mmander  Marchand, 

S.  F.  IX  P. 


SOITTH    ATLANTIC    BLOOKADHfO    SQUADRON. 
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•  of  the  Seci'etary  ofth£  Nam/  to  Commander  3ffdkm]/j  U,  S.  Nav^n^ 
mmmaniling  IL  S*  S,  Bi-enviUe,  to  proceed  with  that  vemel  t^  Port 

Bof/ai,  s.  a 

Navy  Depaktment,  June  18,  1S62. 
Sir:  So  8oon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  BirftnUk'  is  readv  for  nea,  proceed  with 
hor  to  Port  Royjil  tmd  rept>i't  to  FlaJ^^'Offi€er  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  in  the  South  Atlantu*  Blockading  Squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
^    Commander  J.  R,  M.  Mullant, 

Commanding  LL  S*  iS.  Biem^Ule^  PhU^idelphm, 


Order  of  Flag- Ojfieer  Du  Pant,,  TJ.  S.  Naiyy^  to  Commander  Prentiss, 
V^  S.  Namj^  (S)inmanding  U.  S.  S,  Albatross,  direct hig  an  exchange 
of  arms  between  t/mt  vemel  and  the  D»  8.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

P>rt  Rtyyal  I/arbor,  K  C,  Jmie  19,  1862, 
Sib:  You  will  please,  before  proceeding  north  with  the  Albatross^ 
make  such  exchanges  in  arms  with  the  Gem^  of  the  Seo  as  will  contrib« 
ute  most  to  her  efKcieney.  j^iving  to  her  rifles  for  her  smot>thl>oi'e 
nm.skets,  and  leaving  witfi  her  vour  howitzer  or  boat  gun,  which  you 
will  replace  on  3^our  arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

I  send  by  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Conway,  who 
desire  to  take  their  families  north. 

If  you  arc  willing  to  give  them  a  passage  in  the  Albatro^^  to  Phila- 
delphia, you  can  do  so. 
Kcspcctfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Phg-  Oj^'Oer. 
Commander  (t.  A.  Prentiss, 

IL  -6'.  S\  Aibatrotm^  Gee^rget^mm. 


()rder  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U*  S.  Namj^  t4>  Acting  Vfdnnteer 
Lietdefiant  nawter,  U.  S,  Nany,  cmnmanding  U.  S,  bark  Gem  of  the 
Seay  to  proceed  to  Georgetmrm,  S,  C 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  CI,  June  19,  1862. 
Sra:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  under  your  com- 
mand off  (.Teorgetown,  and  report  for  duty  to  Commander  Prentiss, 
taking  back  with  you  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Conway, 
Kespectfulfy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  POKT, 

Fl4jg' Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  K  S.  bark  Gern  of  the  Sea,  Port  Royal, 
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Order  of  Chmrtkander  Marchathd^  IL  A  Naty^  to  LUmletiant  Dun^rtJi^ 
Ul  iS,  Mivt/^  (jommandmg  U.  S*  S*  Norimch^  i4)  prtweed  into  Si/m4^ 
Miver^  South  Varolma. 

U.  S.  S.  jAftfES   AlXlER, 

Of  Chnrh'sforu  Jvn^  UK  1862. 
Siu:  You  will  bo  pleased  to  proceed  inmicdiately  with  the  Norwich 
into  the  Stono  River  imd  reix)rt  to  Captain  Drayton,  conamanding  the 
na^'iil  forces  there. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  Marchand, 
Coffimander  and  Senior  Officer* 

Lieutenant  Commanding  James  M.  Duncan, 

Cummufhdmg  IL  S,  S*  JVorwich^  off  Charlmton. 


Remtrt  of  Cmnmander  Draytofi^  U>  S*  JVhvy^  commnndin^  U*  S*  S» 

Ihmn^e^  giimig  info^rmaiimt  recewed  ^froni  emitrahand^  ragarding 

th^  situutio^n  in  Vftatleston, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Stmw^  June  19,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  The  Iforwieh  came  in  this  afterntx)n,  and  I 
will  .^cnd  out  the  Iffde  and  . I /w/n>K?  to-morrow;  they  are  now  in  Light- 
House  Crock. 

The  los.s  that  our  troops  met  with  the  other  day  appears  to  be  even 
greater  than  rumor  fir^t  made  it,  being  now  put  (Sown  at  TCMK  It  was 
a  mad  undertaking  to  risk  that  muruerous  tire  l>ehind  breastworks, 
which  our  histoiT,  of  all  others,  shows  tc»  Im  so  terrible.  There  is^ 
however,  one  part  of  the  affair  still  to  be  explained,  and  that  is  why 
they  did  not  open  on  our  reti'eating  troops;  nad  they,  it  seems  to  mo 
nothing  could  have  prevented  a  stimipede.  Poor  Renhani  is  of  course 
the  scai>egoat,  and  his  great  previous  unpopularity  does  deprive  him 
of  that  support  which  a  man  gets,  justly  or  unjusth%  from  personal 
friends  in  tmies  of  misfortune.  The  orderly  retreat  which  the  troops 
were  aide  to  make  has  prevented  an3^thing  like  demoralization* 

Two  contra band«  came  in  to-day  from  Charleston.  Like  the  rest  I 
have  seen,  they  represent  the  harbor  as  completely  blocked  up,  the 
ordinary  channel  completely  stopped,  and  vessels  obliged  to  come  over 
the  middle  ground  (prohabfy  at  high  tide  onlif^)  and  close  to  a  palmetto 
foit  erected  there  recently.  They  say  that  in  front  of  the  piles  are 
iron -pointed  snags  at  an  angle  of  45^,  and  that  off  Moultrie  they  saw 
some  torpedoes  placed  as  large  as  the  gunboat's  cabin.  Charleston  is 
evidently  not  to  be  ^iven  up  without  a  struggle. 

Another  piece  of  mf orraation  from  our  runaways  was  that  the  banks 
had  been  removed  to  Columbia,  as  well  as  the  church  bells,  as  he  said, 
to  prevent  our  ringing  them  if  we  got  into  the  city. 

We  must  get  a  good  many  more  troops  here,  or  ours  will  soon  become 
a  mere  besieged  army,  Himply  allowed  to  remain  because  we  are  behind 
them.  The  report  is  that  since  the  Secassionville  fight  the  enemy  are 
iidyancing  their  lotteries. 

General  Benham  has  gone  to  Port  Hoyal  for  a  day  or  two. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

P.  Drayton, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmiidg.  South  Atlatitic  blockading  Sqitadrmiy  Port  Hoyal, 
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Order  of  Fl<ig-f)ffi<ter  Lhi  Pimt^  f\  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Baker^ 
CC  JS,  Nmfy^  ctrnimfmding  tht-  yacht  America  an  f>t:arer  of  maUs^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pfn^t  Royal  IIarfm\  S.  C.  June  19,  186^, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  yaeht  Amerlea  under  your  com- 
luand  off  St.  Jolin^s  Bar,  [Florida],  and  roinmunirate  with  Lii^uteiiant 
Comiimnding  Nicholson,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  deli\'ering  to 
him  all  mails  and  express  matter  for  the  vessels  in  that  river.  Judge 
Burritt,  who  goes  with  you  as  a  passenger,  yoo  will  land  at  the  same 
time. 

You  will  then  proceed  off  Mosquito  Inlet  and  communicate  ivith  the 
Wyanfhttt\  LifHitenant  Commanding  Whiting,  delivering  to  him  all 
mails  and  packages  addrcs.sed  to  that  vessel. 

On  yoor  return  you  will  run  into  Fern  audi  na  and  communicate  with 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Clary,  of  the  Damn,  delivering  the  mails  and 
express  matter  to  him. 

1  ou  will  then  repair  to  this  anchorage  without  delay. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fla^'C}0cer. 
Acting  Master  Jonathan  Bakeb^ 

Oommandin^  Yacht  America, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rc^ers^  IT,  S.  Navy^  comniarul' 
ifw  ff,  S.  S.  ffuntn>ille^  announcing  the  departure  o/t/iat  lyemclfor 
Key  West,  Fta. 

U,   S.  S.   HUNTSVILLE, 

New  YorJi\  June  19,  1862. 
Sm:  1  nave  toe  Honor  to  report  the  U.  S.  S.  HiintsvUh'  as  ready  for 
sea,  and  that  she  will  sail  to-day  for  Key  West,  touching,  by  the  orders 
of  Commodore  Paulding,  at  J*ort  Royal,  to   deliver  some  ordnance 
f<tores  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 

Please  find  enclosed  mustei^  roll  of  crew  and  list  of  otficers  attached 
to  the  Ift/nfmrUle. 

I  remain^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 
Acting  VolunCeer  Lieuten4X^nty  Commanding, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlu  Navy^  Washington^  D.  Cl 


Report  of  Ckmimander  Marchand^  U,  S*  JVavy,  comnumding  U.  S*  S. 
James  Adger^  regarding  affairs  off  Charleston^  S<  C.,  and  damage  to 
V€88ds  by  heairy  gale. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Of  Charleston,  Jmie  19,  1862. 
Sm:  By  the  arrival  of  the  Hope,  at  3  o^clock  this  morning,  I  have 
honor  to  ficknowledge  the  receipt  of  j'our  orders  to  send  the  Nor- 
)h  into  Stono  and  place  on  board  the  Henry  Andrt-w  and  Hale  the 
urine  guard  of  this  ship,  the  Keystone  State^  and  Alabama. 
At  daylight  I  will  dispatch  the  Nirrwich^  and  as  soon  as  the  other 
Itwo  veiisels  reach  here  will  pintle  the  marines  on  board. 
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Another  heavy  rale  occurred  on  the  16th  mstant,  in  which  the  wind- 
lass of  the  Roebuck  wtis  brokeo  and  the  eyetolts,  to  which  the  bow- 
sprit gammoning  of  the  G,  W,  Blunt  is  secured,  were  carried  away. 
The  former  can  be  partially  repaired,  ay  will  appear  by  a  separate 
report,  whilst  the  latter  can  l»e  done  in  whole  by  one  of  our  st^^amer.s. 

It  ^vas  my  intention  to  have  sent  the  Fhunteau  to  cruise  off  Cape 
Roiuain  and  to  the  southward  of  that  place,  but,  finding  her  crippled, 
the  Pfteahojitas  i«  employed  there,  \esterdav  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Balch  informed  me  that  he  saw  the  \\%k'rn  World  at  anchor 
bi»tween  the  islands  inside  of  Cape  iiomain  light- house,  but  on 
aci'ount  of  the  roughness  of  the  sea  did  not  communicate. 

The  water  has  been  ho  rough  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sefuxu  that 
Lieutenant  Conmianding  Ammen  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  going  into 
Pumpkin  Hill  Channel  to  ascertain  what  batteries  are  on  the  southern 
pii-t  of  Morris  Island  or  among  the  encampment  of  soldiers  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  light-house.  It  has  been  arranged  that  he  w^ould 
go  in  this  morning. 

Tliere  are  no  indications  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  violate 
the  blot*kade  of  this  place  for  the  last  three  weeks, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B,  Marchand, 
Cmimiand^fr  and  Sen/f/r  Officer, 

Flag-Office r  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vominanding  South  Atlantic  Bl^oekading  Squadron. 


Add /I  tonal  Tfjport  of*  Commander  Marchand  ^  command  in  g  U,   S*  S, 

Jiutieii  Adgei\  regarding  dmnage  to  vtmeU^  and  tratimtiitilng  copy  of 

eirrtdiir  order* 

U,  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
()f  CharfestmK  dmie  20,  1SG2, 

Sir:  There  has  been  a  succession  of  bad  weather  for  weeks.  Now 
it  has  seemingly  become  settled. 

During  the  gale  of  the  16th  instant,  in  addition  to  breaking  the 
windlass  of  the  Hoeiuck  and  almost  loss  of  bowsprit  of  the  G,  W. 
Bltmt  by  the  eyebolts  parting,  to  which  the  gammoning  was  secured, 
mentioned  in  my  comomnication  of  yesterday  morning,  I  have  l>een 
informed  that  the  cable  of  the  Alahmna  parted,  resulting  in  the  loa^i  of 
an  anchor  and  20  fathoms  of  chain,  and  that  the  windlass  of  the  Skep- 
Aei'd  Knapp  was  seriously  wrecked.  Some  of  the  vessels  also  dragged 
their  anchors,  rendering  it  necessary  to  shift  Ijerth  subsequently. 

Acting  Master  Huse,  who  came  yesterday  morning  in  the  WtMern, 
Worlds  with  orders  from  you  to  some  vessel  of  the  blockading  squad- 
ron deficient  in  offieei^s,  I  ordered  to  duty  on  board  thii^  ship,  as  there 
was  a  vacancy  and  he  [was]  originally  attached  to  her  and  sent  home 
sick. 

To-day  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  succeeded  in  buoying  the 
Pumpkin  Hill  Channel,  and  to-morrow,  if  the  weather  will  permit, 
will  try  the  guns  of  the  ^Seneca  upon  the  enemy's  encampment  on  Mor- 
ris Island, 

It  w^ould  be  deshnble  to  have  another  coal  vessel  sent  to  this  place,  if 
the  weather  will  suit.     The  one  now^  here  will  foe  discharged  t4:>-morrow. 

This  evening  the  Henry  Andrew  imA  Hale  stopped  on  their  wny  from 
Stono  [River]  to  Georgetown,  and  the  marine  guards  of  this  ship,  the 
Alabama^  and  the  Ktyatime  State  were  placed  on  board  the  foi-mer. 
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The  nights  are  very  dark,  oio.st  suitable  for  running  tho  blcx^kade, 
but  1  most  since  rely  hope  that  the  positions  aissigned  the  blockading 
vessels  and  the  enterprise  of  the  officers  will  prevent  its  being  success- 
fully done. 

Herewith  I  send  a  copy  of  a  circular  to  the  cimiDianding  olficers, 
isaued  on  the  l»>th  instnnt 

I  am,  sir,  most  resiMJctfully,  your  ohedient  S4»rvant, 

J.  B.   MAUCHAIfD, 

Qmimunder  mid  aScwiiW  OJt^er* 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Dv  Font, 

Cmmnandirvg  Smdh  Athntic  Blockadlmj  Squadrfm. 

[Enelosuru.] 

CirtHikr.]  U.  S.  S.  -James  Adger, 

Off  Charhstmu  Jitne  16,  1862, 
The  dark  nights  are  nearly  approaching,  and  the  commander  in  chief 
expects  the  utmost  vigilance  m  preventing  the  blockiwle  from  being 
broken. 

Steamers  will  anchor  a*s  close  in  as  safety  will  |X5rmit,  and  in  bod 
weather  ahift  berth  farther  out  Each  commanding  officer  to  look  out 
for  the  safety  of  hiw  vessel 

The  steamers  off  Dewees  Inlet  and  Cape  R<_>main  will,  at  the  earliest 
dawn  of  day,  be  underway  to  intercept  vessels  in  the  ofiiugor  attempt- 
ing to  enter  or  leave  the  blockaded  places, 

J.  B*  March  AND, 
Cmmnandet'  and  Seniirr  Officer. 


Orih-r  cf  CtmiTnander  Draytmi^  IL  S.  Katy^  t^y  Lieutenmtt  Oillis^ 
U,  S.  Naoy^  ctmummding  fL  S>  S,  E.  B.  Halt\  to  rejMyrt  for  duty 
off  Georgetown^  S.  C\ 

U.  8.  S.  Pawtcee, 
Stono,  Jmw  m.  1S63. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  Jamefi  Adt/rf\  now  blorka<ling 
Charleston,  and  report  youi-self  to  Captain  Marchand,  who  is  to  supply 
you  with  some  marine8;  having  taken  these  on  board  you  will  tiien, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  report  your  vessel  to  Captain  Prentiss, 
of  the  Alhatn}^^  the  senior  officer  off  Georgetow^n.  S.  C,  for  duty  with 
his  division.  Please  deliver  the  accompanying  letter  from  the  flag- 
officer  to  Captain  Prentiss. 

Very  res|>t*ctfiiyy,  your  obedient  servant. 

P.  Drayton, 
Command^^r^  Senior  Off<?er,    ^ 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Gillis, 

IL  &\  S\  IMiu  Syrmo  River. 


Remtrt  of  Commander  3farckand^  U.  &\  Navy^  of  the  arrival  off 
Charleston  of  H.  L  M,  S.  Be^mudin^  imtk  di^paiehes  for  the  Fretwh 
conmd, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  OharleMon,  Jinu  20,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  French  vessel  of  war 
Benaudin,  Le  Cardinal,  commanding,  arrived  3^est<?rday  from   New 
York  with  diapatches  for  the  French  consul  here, 
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After  comrmiiiiaitiiig  with  our  sqtuidron  u  Inmi  was  sent  frouj  her  1 
Charleston. 

She  still  reitmins  at  anchor  uiidor  RattlpHnake  ShoaL 
Her  tT>rnniandt*r  ,'^aid  that  on  Itnivintr  he  would  go  to  Port  RoyaL 
I  am,  fcsir,  very  re.spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B,  Makchand, 

Oammander. 
Fla^-Offieer  S.  R  Du  Pont, 

Ccmmiandm^  South  Ati'Un/w  Blockading  Squadron. 


Memyrt  of  dmrnmnder  Le  Roy^  U.  S*  Naw^  commmidlng  U,  S.  & 
J\et/«imi^  Sfak\  regard hiy  th^  capture  of  th*i  BritUh  »c/i<>an^*  Sur*ak^ 
off  Chartsstofu 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Off  CfmrleMon,  S,  0,,  .fum- ^0,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  late  la8t  night,  in  the  eonmiene©- 
ment  of  a  squall,  about  10:30,  a  schooner  was  dit^oovered  running  out 
from  Charleston.  I  slipj>ed  and  ehased,  coming  up  with  and  Ixjarding 
the  English  .sehooner  Sarah^  of  and  for  Nassau;  cargo,  156  bales  upland 
cotton.  This  afternoon  I  dispatched  the  Sarah  to  Philadelphia,  under 
the  command  of  Acting  Ma^t^ers  Mate  Edwin  W.  Partriage,  with  a 
prize  crew  of  five  men  fr4>m  this  vessel.  The  captain  of  the  Sarahs 
C.  A.  Russell,  was  the  only  |>erson  of  her  original  party  I  sent  home, 
my  poverty  in  the  way  of  men  being  thirty  shorthand  also  the  want  of 
accommodations  preventing  my  sending  a  prize  crew  sufBcicutly  strong, 
and  I  consequently  have  deemed  it  proper  to  retain  the  balance  of  the 
Sarah^H  party,  some  nine  all  told,  untd  an  opportunity  is  offered  to 
send  them  north.  The  Sarah  cost  me  several  gun  [shot^J  and  several 
volleys  of  musketry,  there  Ijeing  a  manifest  determination  to  resist 
ctipture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  K  Le  Boy, 

Cmnnmtider. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Conidg,  South  Atlnfitk*  Blockadmg  Squadron^  Port  Rayed. 

I  enclose  a  late  Charleston  paper  found  on  Imard  the  Sarah, 


I 


Report  of  ConifThandrr  Marcfmnd^  U,  S.  Mmt/y  senix)r  offcer  off  CJiarlM' 
ton,,  S,  Cj  regardlnif  the  capture  hg  the  IL  S,  steamem  Keystone  State 
atid  Alaha?rm  of  th^  i^tc/hoafier's  Sarah  and  Catalima. 

U.  8.  S.  James  Adoer, 

Off  Charh'Mtcm^  June  m,  1S6£. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  al>out  2  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing the  U.  S.  S.  Kt^Htone  State^  Commander  Le  Roy,  captured  the 
English  schooner  Sarah,  of  and  for  Nassau,  laden  with  156  bales  of 
cotton,  having  just  come  out  of  Charleston. 

I  have  also  to  advise  you  that  this  morning  at  daylight  the  IL  S.  S. 

Alabama^  Conunander  Lanier^  captured  a  small  schooner  laden  with  33 

1  bales  of  cotton,  whitdi  hud,  during  the  heavy  squall  of  the  past  night, 

'  also  come  out  of  Charleston.     About  the  time  the  latter  wa.s  boarded 

a  bundle  of  papers  was  seen  to  be  thrown  overboard.     No  papers  or 

flag  could  be  found  on  board.     The  master  would  give  no  information, 
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not  even  the  name  of  the  ve&^sol,  but  on  examining  the  stern,  Catalin^i 
of  Charleston,  etnild  Ije  read,  eovered  with  h^ad-colored  paint. 

Both  vensels  were  sent  to  Philailelphia  for  adjudication. 

From  contradictory  statements  made  I  am  satisfied  that  but  two 
ves«el8  attempted  to  come  out  last  ni^'ht,  and  both  were  captui'od. 
They  unite,  however,  in  yaying  that  there  are  but  three  schooners*  and 
one  bri^j^  in  Charleston  laden  with  cotton  that  intend  attempting  to  come 
out,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  provoat-nmrshal  of  the  city  to 
grant  permit^  for  shipping  that  article. 

Iliey  further  represent  that  the  only  two  large  vcssek  in  Charleston 
Harbor  (which  we  daily  sec),  u  ship  and  a  bark,  that  had  been  waiting 
for  many  months  an  opportunity  for  running  the  blockade,  have  dis- 
charged their  cargoes  of  cotton. 

1  am,  sir,  very  rej^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B.  Marchakd, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmnmandhig  Sauth  Atl^ntw  Blockadintf  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy^  mmrtumding  IL  S.  S, 
Axahama^  regarding  tlie  capture  of  tJw  sc/uKmer  Vakdiiia. 

U,  S.  S,  Alabama, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  Jmu26,  I86S, 
Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  :20th  June 
I  captured  the  schooner  CafJierine  [Catalina]^  ioadeB  with  cotton. 
Just  previous  to  the  capture  her  papers  and  flag  were  thrown  over- 
board. She  w^as  a  fast  sailing  schooner,  belonging  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
I  herewith  endorse  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  who 
are  entitled  to  prize  money  for  the  schooner  Cathermt  [Catidiwf}^  also 
for  the  st^hooner  Sarah,  captured  three  hours  previous  bvthe  IT.  S.  S. 
Kemtmie  Stut^^  l>eing  iu  company  with  the  Al(df(tttta  at  tlie  time. 

The  prize  schooner  Cat/tmnt  [Qitalina^  was  sent  to  Philadelphia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  LiANIER, 

Commander* 
Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^^  Navy,  Wimhington. 
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of  the  vessds  vnder  Cmnniander  Prenius^  U.  8,  Navy^  in 
the  tneinity  of  Gmrgetoion,  S,  C;  mptvre  of  the  Confederate  nteam 
tug  Treaty  and  schooners  Loulm  and  Volante,  June  W-^aly  3^  J86S. 

Beport  of  Commftoder  PrentiM,  U,  9.  Vtvy. 

U,  S.  S.  Albi^tross, 

Winyah  Bay,  Jtdy  ^2,  1S62. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  2(tth  of 
June,  I  sent  two  boats,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Du  Bois,  into 
the  &intce  and  cantured  the  steam  tug  Treaty,  the  schi»oner  Loaim,  of 
Charleston,  bounci  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  147  bales  cotton 
and  two  lighters  of  rice.  On  the  day  following  the  steamers  Andreur 
and  JJale  arrived;  the  Atidrcw  getting  ashore  through  the  fault  of  her 
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pilot  detoiiied  us  two  tide-s.  1  bad  sounded  and  buoyed  the  channel  of 
the  South  Ssiuteo  meiiiiwhile,  heiiig  asnured  by  my  pilot  that  that  bar 
had  the  deepest  water,  and  that  we  had  a  clear  passage  from  North  to 
South  San  tee. 

On  tbe  24th  ultimo  we  passed  the  bar  {Ifil^^  Western  Wf/rld^  and 
Andrew)  with  11  feet  of  wat-er  and  entered  the  South  Santee.  Soon 
after  entering  the  WeMer^n  Worhi  j^^rounded,  detaining  uh  two  tides. 
Next,  the  A^drrw  got  ashore,  and  with  a  Huccessjon  of  westerly  winds, 
low  tides,  intricate  (*hannels,  and  the  very  bad  steerage  of  the  two 
long  Ht*iamei*H  added,  1  did  not  reach  the  passiige  to  Noilh  San  tee  till 
the  evening  of  the  iioth  ultimo.  From  here  1  fc*ent  the  tug  forward  to 
explore.  The  water  w'as  found  to  l>e  deep  enough,  but  several  of  the 
turns  w^ere  so  short  that  the  //a4  atone  might  possibly  make  them.  1 
had  no  choice  Imt  to  return. 

Passing  a  .second  time  Blake's  plantation,  we  were  tired  upon  by 
artillery,  riflemen,  and  cavalry;  tne  shots  piissed  over  and  near  the 
AndretOj  the  stenmiost  vesseL  We  turned  Ijack,  shelled  them  into 
the  woods,  landed  the  marines  and  a  party  of  seamen,  burned  the  mill 
and  dwellings  that  harbored  them,  together  with  about  U>0,<MX>  bushels 
of  rice. 

Lieutenant  Lowry  threw^  out  iikirmishers  and  advanced  cautiously 
into  the  adjoining  woods,  when  he  was  attacked  l>v  the  rebels  in  force. 
He  retreated,  lighting,  as  directed  by  me,  under  the  cover  of  the 
steamers. 

A  marine  wjis  wounded  in  the  leg  and  a  number  of  othei-s  hud  very 
narrow  escapes;  several  rebels  were  killed  or  badly  wounded,  Ijut  the 
accounts  are  conflicting.  Near  400  slaves^  came  down  to  the  steamers 
and  were  tjikcn  aboard.  This  plantation  has  long  l>een  the  head- 
qiiarters  of  a  regiment  stationed  there  to  protect  vessels  running  the 
blockade  throuA  South  San  tee  and  Alligator  Creek. 

I  commencetTmy  work  anew.  Leaving  South  Santee  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2sth  I  ordered  Acting  Lieutenant  Baxter  to  sound  and  Inioy 
the  bar  of  North  Santee.  Anchored  in  Winyah  Bay  and  landed  the 
contrabands  on  North  Island. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo,  1  mn  up  with  the  four  steamera  to 
Georgetown  and  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  mavor,  desiring  him 
to  send  on  hoard  the  waives  of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Coburn,  having 
made  up  my  mind  aomew^hat  reluctantly  to  bombard  and  seize  the  city 
if  the  demand  w^as  not  complied  with.  They  were,  after  some  delay, 
sent  off  with  the  answer,  a  copy  of  which  1  enclose. 

With  regard  to  Georgetown  I  have  something  to  say  and  will  say  it 
here. 

There  is  an  encampment  about  2  miles  from  the  city,  inland,  con- 
taining, as  nearly  a^  I  can  learn,  two  companies  of  artillery  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry.  Whenever  I  approach  they  are  warned  and 
enter  the  town.  I  learn  the  citizens  wisn  to  surrender  the  place,  and 
so  save  their  property.  The  military,  who  are  from  the  interior,  are 
determined  to  burn  it  and  retreat  if  attacked.  A  single  gunlx>at  can 
capture  or  destroy  the  place,  but  1  think,  under  the  circumstances,  as 
we  can  not  hold  It,  it  would  be  neither  politic  nor  humane.  There  is 
8onie  comment,  I  am  aware,  upon  my  course,  as  it  may  be  law  fully 
attacked,  rmt  1  should  he  a  very  unwilling  agent  in  its  destruction. 

Leaving  Georgetown  in  the  evening  I  nin  up  the  Waccamaw  35 
miles,  that  I  might  be  reported  as  far  as  possible  from  the  Sao  tee.     I 
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returned  last  evenin^^  to  this  anchorage,  bringing'  five  lightens  of  I'ice 
for  the  wiipport  of  the  contrabands* 

To-daj  («tulj  2)  I  learn  from  iiiptain  Baxter  that  he  will  coniplete 
his  work  by  to-night,  and  that  the  Imr  can  be  passed  with  10  feet  wiiter. 
At  the  same  time  eonies  other  inforoiution  qoite  disheartening.  My 
pilot,  Prinee,  upon  whom  I  Hhall  have  mainly  to  depend,  sayn  the 
water  above  has  fallen  5  feet,  which  will  compel  hioj  to  keep  the  chan- 
nel clo.sely,  and  that  he  dares  not  undertake  to  carry  vessels  of  such 
length  as  tlie  Andrew  and  Wfjiiem  Wt/rltf  uroimd  the  abrupt  turns  of 
the  river  at  thin  stage.  And  it  would  certainly  !>e  very  imprudent  to 
make  the  attempt  with  the  Ilah  alone,  in  the  condition  she  ls  re^iorted 
to  be  in*  The  question  perplexes  me  very  nmch,  and  I  have  but  a  few 
houi'S  to  decide*  I  shall  collect  to-night  such  information  from  the 
Santee  contrabands  as  1  can,  consult  with  the  commanders  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  if  a  reasonable  hope  of  success  appears,  cross  the  bar  to- 
morrow. If  otherwise  determined,  I  shall  not  detain  the  vessels  a 
a  moment,  but  order  them  to  their  previous  stations  and  proceed  to 
my  destination. 

This  afternoon  a  small  schooner,  of  about  30  tx)ns,  mn  into  this  port; 
she  proved  to  be  the  Vbla?iie^  from  and  of  Nassau,  The  master  sup- 
posed he  was  running  into  Wilmington,  He  is  loaded  with  salt  and 
fish,  and  under  English  colors*  He  says  he  loaded  to  run  the  blockade, 
though  his  papers  are  prepared  for  Baltimore,  I  shall  send  you  some 
iteois  of  news  from  Nassau  which  are  of  import, 

Jul^  S. — The  expedition  is  a  failure.  The  opinion  is  unanimous  that 
we  can  not  get  up  the  river,  and  I  give  it  up,  extenuating  nothing.  I 
am  much  m  or  titled,  and  will  not  soon  propose  another. 

I  have  ordered  the  Ihle^  the  Andrew,  and  the  marines  back  to  their 
several  stations,  and  I  shall  proceed  to- morrow  to  Boston.  I  leave 
Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Baxter  in  charge,  with  the  ^\^Mem 
Worlds  Acting  Master  Gregory,  for  his  assistant  in  keeping  the  block- 
ade and  protecting  the  contrabands,  whose  number  has  sw^^lled  to  over 
600,  and  is  increasing  daily  by  arrivals.  I  forward  the  HO  yuu  require 
for  the  Vermont  by  the  Hope^  and  would  send  them  all  if  the  We^iterii 
Wffrlii  could  possibly  be  spared.  1  send  you  files  of  papers  from 
Richmond  ana  Charleston,  the  last  date  from  Charleston  (the  28th) 
giving  very  interesting  telegraphic  news  from  Richmond. 

1  shall  take  with  me  to  Boston  the  prize  schooner  LtmUa^  leaving  a 
tugboat,  which  you  may  find  very  useful,  and  a  pilot  boat  for  you  to 

(dispose  of  as  you  may  think  best. 
#  n-  *  #  n^  «  # 

; 
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1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  a.  Prentiss, 
Carfmiafider^  U,  S>  J^^avp, 
Flag-Otlicer  S.  F*  Dv  Font, 

Omndg.  Smitk  Atkmtw  Blockd-g,  Sfptadrmi,  Part  Royal^  S.  C* 


U.  S,  S.  Albatross,  June  SO,  186^, 
Sib:  I  have  on  board  ray  vessel  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Cobnrn,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  whose  wives  are  now  in  the  city  of  Georgetown, 
I  desire  they  be  permitted  to  come  oa  board  this  vessel  with  their  per- 
sooal  effect^j. 
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I  shall  1w^  prlad  to  have  an  interview  with  you,  or  some*  authorized 
agent,  as  it  may  save  hlootkhed  and  the  destnittion  of  property. 
Safe  coodoot  will  be  ^iven. 

I  am,  -sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo*  a.  Prentiss, 
Seni/JT  (Jffi4^e7\  (hnimandiiig. 

The  HoDomble  Mayoh  of  Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Addid#nai  report  of  Commajidar  Prenttii,  XT.  S,  Havy, 

U.  S,  8.  Albatross, 
Whn/ah  Bay^  South  Cnrolma.  July  3^  1S62, 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  propert}^  a«  prize  to 
the  United  Statej^  naval  forces  at  thin  place: 

One  hundred  and  three  ea^ks  of  clean  rice,  prize  to  the  U.  S.  steam- 
ers Alhatrom  and  Norwich^  taken  in  a  lifrht'Cr  about  12  miles  up  the 
Waecaniaw  River  above  (leorgetown,  and  shipped  this  day  in  the  coal 
schooner  J,  S,  Warring  for  New  York.     Captured  May  22,  1862, 

By  the  same  vessels  the  same  day,  at  Georgetown,  a  pilot  schooner 
of  alroiit  25  tons,  also  a  two-masted  sailboat,  about  10  tons  burden. 
These  two  schooners  are  now  here  near  the  light-house. 

Captured  by  a  boat  expeditioti  from  the  Ir,  S.  S,  Alhatrom^  up  the 
Santee  River,  about  14  miles  from  its  mouth,  on  June  20,  1802,  one 
schtwner,  known  as  the  Z/wvW,  loaded  with  cotton .  supposed  to  be  130 
bales*  Th*-^  mate  and  three  men  and  a  boy  were  all  toe  persons  found 
on  board.  No  [mpers;  one  rebel  and  tivo  English  flags.  At  the  same 
time  and  plat*e,  by  the  same  force,  was  taken  a  steam  tugl)oat  called 
the  lYifHk  Santee,  also  two  lightei-s  loaded  with  rough  rice,  which  I 
have  sent  to  New  York  in  the  schooner  J,  a?.  Warr/ng. 

Captured  July  1,  about  30  miles  up  the  Waccamaw  River,  three 
lighters  with  65  casks  clean  rice,  and  two  lighters  with  rough  rice  in 
bulk.  Vessels  engaged,  U.  S.  steamers  Ailtairomi^  E.  li.  Ilah^  Westeim 
Wmid^  Henry  AndreitJ^  and  men  from  bark  Gem  of  tlte  Sea  on  board 
stream  tug  Ni^rth  Santee. 

Captured  July  2,  schooner  Volmite^  loaded  with  salt  and  fish,  with 
English  colors,  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  Baltimore;  came 
over  the  Georgetown  Bar  into  this  bay  while  the  four  steamei"s  were 
lying  at  anchor  here. 

I  learn  from  the  captain  of  the  Yolante  that  the  schooner  Julia  was 
at  Nassau  loaded  with  salt,  lx)und  for  the  South  Carolina  coast. 

The  steamer  0?v^^^,  believed  to  have  six  32-pounders,  rifled,  very 
swift,  built  in  Liverjxxd  expressly  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  is  shortly  expected  to  arrive  at  Nassau. 

Semmes  and  Maffitt  are  also  there. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

Geo.  a.  Prentiss, 
Senio7'  Officer^  CVmvmandmg, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commmiding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Aetinf  Master  Gregory,  U.  B.  Hayy,  coisiDaiidiiL^  V,  8,  8.  WeBtem  World. 

U,  S.  S.  Western  World, 
(M  Gamjttown,  Winyah  Bay,  S,  C,  July  2,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  1:30  p.  m.,  this  day, 
the  British  schooner  Volante  came  into  this  l>ay,  having  the  English 
colors  flying.  1  inmiodiately  sent  an  armed  Ijoat  aion^side  and 
hoarded  her.  I  found  by  tier  papers  that  her  ere  w  consisted  of  Captain 
J.  E.  Driver,  T.  B.  Lee,  mate;  S.  W^.  Sweeting,  seaman;  B.  Welch, 
cook;  R,  Beale,  seaman.  Her  cargo  consists  of  20<)  sacks  of  salt,  50 
Imrrels  mackerel,  500  boxes  herring,  1  barrel  f>cef,  1  barrel  [)ork. 

The  said  schooners  papers  stated  that  she  was  from  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  bonnd  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  but  the  captain  has  since 
at^knowledged  that  it  was  his  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  but  the 
wind  blowing  a  gale  from  the  southward,  and  mistaking  our  vessels 
for  those  belonging  to  the  rebels,  he  put  into  this  poi*t. 

The  following  men  have  been  sent  ht>me  with  the  prixe  crew  ad  wit- 
nesses: J.  E.  Driver,  captain;  T.  B.  Lee,  mate;  B.  Welch,  cook. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml,  B.  Greoort, 
Acting  MaMtfr^  Comma7i^m4f, 

The  following  United  States  veasels  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  prize  schooner  Vokmte:  Steamer  AlhatmHs,  steamer 
E.  B.  Ilole^  steamer  Ilmry  Andrm/),  and  bark  Gem  oftfi^  Sea. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  ofthi  Navy  to  Lieuietianf  flugheR^  U,  S.  JVa/vy^ 
c&mmafiding  D.  S.  S,  Mohaim  Iq  proce^^  to  Port  Hayal,  S*  G. 

Navy  Department,  June  21^  1S62. 
Sib:  A.s  soon  as  the  U,  S.  S,  MfJurmk,,  under  your  command,  is 
read}^  for  sea  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Port 
Royal,  S,  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Souadron* 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDROK  Welles. 
Lieutenant  A.  K,  Hughes, 

Cmuniandin^  U*  S>  S*  Mohawk,  Neity  Yark. 


Engagement^  at  Simmtms'  Bluff,  S,  O.^  Jum  21,  1862, 
Eeport  of  Flag-Offi&er  Dn  Pout,  TT,  i.  Vavy,  tranimittliiir  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  a,  Jim^  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  another  interesting   report  from  Lieutenant  Ck>m- 
mandingRhind  of  further  operations  in  North  Edisto» 

On  the  2 1st  instant,  with  the  Cnf.sad^f  and  the  I^anter,  and  piloted 
by  Robert  Smalls,  he  nui  up  North  Etlisto  River  into  Wadmelaw 
Sound  [River]  as  far  as  Simmons^  Bluff,  which  is  on  the  mainland. 
The  rebels  had  an  encampment  there  and  some  artillery,  but  made 

♦  For  Armv  reporte  st»e  Offit  lal  Reconlw  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the 
War  of  the  kebellion,  Seriea  I,  vol.  14,  p.  105  et  eeq. 
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no  use  of  the  latter.     A  few  broadsides  from  the   Cnim/ft^  dispersed 
the  enemy,   and  Lieutenant  ('<niiiiiandint^  Rhind,  on  hmdin*^^  with  a 
conipaixy  of  the  Fifty-tifth  PeiMusylvania  Volunteers,  under  eoniniandJ 
of  Captain  fen nett,  met  with  no  resistance*     Ahout  thirty  tent^  and' 
8Qnie  cabins  used  us  quartens  were  tired,  and  a  few  miisWets  brought 
a  way.     We  had  no  (-asoaltie.s. 

The  Departnient  has  noticed  how  aetive  Lieutenant  Commandingl 
Rtiind  has    been    while  holdin^:  the  waters  of   North   EdJsto,  but  11 
respectfully  snbnut  that  he  should  have  a  Ix^tter  command  sent  to  him] 
when  the  l>e|mrtuient  can  do  .so,  for  1  think  he  has  justly  earned  one^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R  Du  Pont, 
I'lag-  Officer^  Cmnd^,  South  AtJuntic  Blockadimj  Squadrofi. 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  (he  Nai^y^  WaMngton. 


Eeport  of  Lien  tenant  Ekindt  IT.  S.  IVavy,  conuDaanding  U.  8.  8.  Crusader. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Sir:  I  enclose,  a  report  of  an  expedition  to  8immou\s  Blutf,  on  Wad- 
melaw  Sound  [River J,  I  preparea  the  I^hnhr  for  it  by  building  some 
musket-prfiof  bulwarks  around  her  aft  and  ttlK)ut  her  machiner3\ 
We  were  piloted  up  l>y  Robert  Smalls,  and  were  detained  but  once,  by 
ground in|^  near  Rear  BlutT,  the  Plaider  ^oon  hauling  U8  off.  I  enclo.nc 
also  two  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  guard  at  the  bluff,  dat4>d  the 
previous  day,  and  extracts  from  two  letters  found  there,  one  just  writ- 
ten by  the  medical  officer  to  bin  family  and  not  dispatehed,  the  other 
received  l»y  some  person  in  the  Sixteenth  Ke^iment  from  a  brother  at 
Sullivan's  Island.  I  send  vou  this  letter,  as  it  gives  sonje  at^count  of 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  the  lirst  skirmishes  at  htono.  The  Sixteenth 
South  Carolina  Volunteer.s  made  better  use  of  their  leg.s  than  the  new 
guns  alluded  to  by  the  medical  officer.  The  few  taken  were  Entieldt*, 
and,  with  the  cartridge  boxes,  seemed  to  have  been  just  served  out, 
I  have  engaged  contni bands  to  cut  wood  for  the  Pifinter  and  pay 
them  $2  a  cord  for  it.  She  came  here  with  little  provisions  and  has 
been  supplied  from  this  vessel,  reducing  our  own  stock  now  to  little 
over  two  weeks. 

Should  nothing  occur  here  to  render  her  detention  absolutely  neces- 
tsary  I  propose  %o  send  her  to  Port  Royal  the  last  of  this  week  for 
provisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Khind, 
Lieutefiant^  Cmfimandtng, 

Flag-OfficerS.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vommaiiding  Smdh  Atlantw  Blt^ckadrng  Squadrofi, 


4 
^ 


Additional  report  of  Lientonant  Ehind,  U,  8.  Havy,  oommaKding  IT,  8.  8.  CinBader, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
North  Edhto,  [South  Carolmd],  Jime2S,  I86S. 
Silt:  On  the  'list  I  took  this  vessel,  followed  by  the  Pkinter,  Acting 
Mast-er  rhoenix,  up  to  Simoions^  Bluff,  on  Wadmelaw  Sound  [River 
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and  fift^r  a  short  eng-uj^onient  drove  off  tin*  fvwv  i>i  the  eneni}^  stationed 
there  and  eaptnred  and  destroyed  their  cjiinp. 

On  board  the  Plaiitei'  were  4  ofHoei-s  and  70  men  of  the  Fiftj-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Voluuteera,  under  eonimand  of  Captain  Kennett.  From 
orders  and  papers  found  in  the  C4iiap  it  appears  thjit  tlie  force  at  the 
point  connistea  of  the  Marion  Artillery  ana  two  eompanie.s  of  the  Six- 
teenth Regiment  Sonth  Carolina  VolunteerH,  and  toat  the  regiment 
wasplaeea  2  miteH  btic^k.  As  we  approached  the  point  the  artillery 
(whieh  seemed  to  he  quartered  in  some  plantation  nouses  near  a  mile 
otf)  wa.8  seen  ad\'anein^  aiid  some  baggage  wagons  goingf  off  fi'om  the 
bluff.  We  advaneed  slowly,  without  tiring,  my  object  being  to  draw^ 
the  artillery  down,  but  they  seemed  to  hah  in  a  elump  of  woods  some 
distanee  from  the  jx>int,  and  apparently  retired,  as  we  saw  no  more  of 
them  during  the  da\\ 

We  passetl  slowly  by  the  bluff  at  half  pistol-shot  distance,  and 
received  a  smart  musketry  tire  from  ritle  pits  and  the  houses.  Our 
nearness  seemed  to  have  diseonecrted  their  aim,  as  their  volleys  passed 
harmlessly  over  our  heads.     A  couple  of  broadsides  were  discharged 

Pat  them,  and  when  the  smoke  elearea  awiiy  the  enem>^  had  di.sappeared. 
Rounding  to^  above  the  bluff",  we  jmssed  slowly  down  again  and 
anchored  alireast  the  rifle  pits  and  houses.  I  then  went  on  lx>ard  the 
Phiitfernnd  taking  her  in  to  the  shore  landed  with  Captain  Bennett's 
command,  tired  their  tents,  about  thirty  in  nun^ber,  and  some  cabins 
used  as  quarters.  The  enemy  had  taken  otf  the  baggage,  etc.,  before 
we  landed.     A  few  muskets  and  other  articles  were  brought  away, 

I  We  returned  to  our  anchorage  off  the  wharf  about  6  p.  m.  without 
loss  and  with  very  trifling  damage. 
Colonel  White,  of  the  Fifty -fifth   Pennsylvania,  commanding  the 
post  here,  and  his  officers  and  men   cooperated  with  us  with  great 
cordiality. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A-  C.  ReiND, 
Lieutenant^  Cmmnundin^, 
Flag-Officer  S.  R  Du  Pont, 
m  Cominnnding  South  Atlantic  BUjckading  Squmi/rmi. 


[Enclosures.] 


Ordkr  No, 


-A 


Simmons'  Bluff,  Jnn£  20^  1S6S. 


\ 


All  persons  are  strictly  prohibited  from  tiiking  any  vegetjibles,  such 
as  corn,  squashes*  tomatoes,  melons,  potatoes,  etc.,  from  either  planta- 
tion on  this  island.  Melons  not  half  ripe  have  been  wantonly 
destroyed  by  those  who  had  no  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  or  their 
own  future  comfort.  The  crops  on  this  island  have  been  left  under 
tJie  charge  and  for  the  use  of  the  Marion  Artillery*  While  thecoma 
manderof  the  post  is  willing  to  divide  w^ith  his  brother  soldiers  any 
l€getables  or  fruit,  he  is  not  willing  to  see  all  deprived  of  a  comfort 
by  the  unlicensed  depredations  of  a  few.  Anyone,  therefore,  going 
into  tlie  vegetable  gardens  without  special  permission  will  bepunishecl, 
and  if  depredations  continue  a  guard  will  be  posted  night  and  day  to 
protect  tbem. 

Edward  L.  Parker^ 
CapiaifK  Marion  ArtiUery,  Cominatiding  Post. 
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Simmons-  Bluff,  Jun^  20^  JSO^. 
(tentlemek:  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 

that  since  the  arrival  of  your  respective  commands  great  destruction 
hm  been  rommitt<Hl  on  tne  vegetables  (unripe)  left  in  niy  charge  by 
the  propiietons  of  the  island,  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  save  for 
the  general  good  till  green  food  for  man  and  home,  and  I  was  aston- 
ished and  provoked  to  find  the  melon  vines  stripped  and  the  fruit 
wantonly  fiestroyed;  potatoes  dug  up  by  the  row  and  wasting.  No 
one  but  the  commissary  of  my  comptmy  has  the  right  to  pluck  a  single 
thing.  1  will  order  him  to  send  to  yourselves  one-half  of  the  produce, 
and  if  any  soldiers  are  caught  (either  of  my  or  your  commands)  tree- 
passin^f,  toey  will  be  promptly  reported  and  punished.  I  beg  that 
you  will  instruct  your  lines  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  my  again  noticing  the  matter.  My  eomtnissary  will  see  you  this 
afternoon  and  armnge  with  you  as  to  the  best  manner  of  supplying 
Vpurselves.  The  men  of  your  command  are  entitled  to  draw  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  brigade, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edtvard  L.  Parker, 
Oaptmn,  Marimi  Artillery^  Comnianding  Post, 

Captains  McJunkin  and  Barnett. 


Mxtracts  from  letterg  found  in  camp  at  Simnmna^  Bluff,  June  SO,  18SM. 

We  have  moved  off  from  the  regiment  about  2  miles  to  Simmons' 

Biutr. 

We  are  camped  in  a  very  nice  place,  supposed  to  be  very  healthy, 
as  it  is  the  summer  resort  of  a  good  many  planters. 

We  will  soon  have  a  plenty  of  green  corn,  tomatoes,  potatoes,  and 
okra  in  abundance;  that  is,  if  the  Yankees  do  not  drive  ua  away  from 
here.  We  arc  in  a  ticklish  place  now;  the  Yanks  can  shell  us  at  any 
time;  we  are  anxious  for  the  f my,  so  we  can  trv  our  new  guns.  We 
got  some  new  guns,  called  the  Enfield  musket.  We  want  a  Yankee  boat 
to  come  along.  We  will  give  her  a  warm  reception.  I  am  acting  aa 
doctor  for  our  two  companies,  etc. 

W.  B. 


Sullivan's  Inland,  June  W^  1862. 
They  are  fighting  at  Stono  and  James  Island  every  two  or  thr«e 
days,  or  rather  skirmishing.  I  can  see  the  smoke  and  hear  the  guns, 
I  suppose  that  our  side  lost  fi5  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  last  Sun- 
day, and  last  night  the  news  came  over  that  in  yesterday's  fight  our 
men  lost  50  killed  and  100  wounded,  but  to-day's  paper  has  not  come 
yet,  BO  1  can  not  give  you  a  correct  account  of  yesterday  ^s  fight.  I  do 
not  know  how  soon  we  may  have  to  leave  this  place,  or  where  we  may 
have  to  go,  etc. 

Davio  Southern, 
Benj.  J.  Southern, 

Care  Captain  BarnM^  16th  R^lmeni^  S.  C  V, 

Adams*  Sun^  Camp  Le^^irg^  S.  C, 


^^ 
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Letter  from  Fl«g-0ffioer  Dn  Pont,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieatenant  Bbind,  0.  B.  Hayy,  acknowledg- 
ing receipt  of  reports. 

Flagshh'  Wabash, 

Pmt  Royal  Harhor,  S,  (l,  June  SO,  ISm. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  interc?^ting  ooimminications  of 
the  28d  hiwtant,  giving  ^^  aceouot  of  your  expedition  to  Simmons^  Bluff 
and  d!8persing  a  reUel  encampment  there.  I  have  forwarded  a  copy 
of  your  report  to  the  Department,  with  a  dispatch  which  1  closed  witn 
the  following  paragraph: 

Tlie  Department  has  noticed  how  active  Lieutenant  Ct^niroandioj^  Rhiiid  has  beeu 
while  lioliling  the  waters  of  North  Edisto,  but  I  respectfully  subiwit  that  he  should 
have  a  better  command  eent  to  him  when  the  Department  can  do  so,  for  I  think  he 
has  justly  earned  one. 

X  enclose  to  you  a  general  order  of  Major-Geneml  Hunter,  dated  June 
21,  arising  out  of  the  conriuet  of  the  captain  of  the  Delmrdre, 

This  ca^se  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Brigadier-General  Benham 
immediately  after  the  occurrence,  but  no  action  wa8  taken  on  his  part. 
I  then  reported  the  matter  tt'*  General  Hunter,  who  act^^d  promptl}" 
and  effectively,  as  yon  will  perceive  by  reading  his  commnnication  to 
me,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  Brigadier-Geneml  Benham  had 
evidently  never  mentioned  the  occurrence  to  him. 

Presuming  that  it  will  be  more  agreealde  to  you  to  come  to  Port 
Royal  for  your  stores  I  will  endeavor  to  send  a  vessel  to  relieve  you 
in  time. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flmj-OJieer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C  RniND, 

K  S*  JS.  Crusader^  North  Edisto* 


Letter  from  Mmor-Chnerdl  Huntefr^  U,  S*  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Piynt^  U,  S,  Niivy^  rdotme  to  the  dismissal  oftm  master  of  the  omny 
transport  Ddmmre. 

HEAD4^UARTKKfi   DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   SoUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  Port  Eoyal,  8.  a,  Jime^U  1S62, 
Commoix>re:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication,  dated  fJune  1,  1862,  covering  evidence  as  to  the  inso- 
lent and  outmgeoiis  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  transport  Delaware 
on  the  occasion  of  being  boarded  by  a  Ixjat  from  the  U.  S,  S.  Crmader, 
on  the  afternoon  of  May  13,  1862, 

I  t^n  assure  you,  commodore,  my  only  regret  is  that  the  matter  was 
not  earlier  In-ought  to  my  notice.  Such  conduct  as  that  of  Ma8t4?r  Can- 
non's being  in  the  highest  degree  reprehensible  in  itself,  and  the  more 
particulari}'  so  when  tending  (in  so  far  as  his  small  means  lay)  to  jeop- 
ardize that  perfect  harmou}^  and  accord  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  national  ser^nce  upon  the  perfect  union  of  which  the  best  interests 
of  our  country  are  staked. 

The  moment  Master  Carmon  arrives  here  he  shall  he  dismissed  and 
sent  north;  but  now  let  me  speak  as  to  the  provisions  of  your  general 
order  No.  12,  bearing  date  **  Flagship  Wabash^  Port  Royal  Harbor^ 
May  17, 1862/^ 


I 
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With  the  spirit  and  ar^umoiit  of  your  letter  to  Brit^adier-Generalj 
Beiiham,  heariiitr  date  May  17,  18*32,  I  most  fii!ly  and  cordially  concur. 
As  the  sentinels  iind  truiirdians  of  the  sea,  your  vessel?^  have  the  samej 
right  to  ehallentre  till  passers  l>v  that  our  sentinels  and  pickets  have  on 
shore,  and  not  only  the  right  Kut  thi^  duty.     I  can  not  cunseut,  in  so 
far  m  lies  within  my  power,  that  this  import*int  duty  shall  be  waived  I 
through  any  too  delicate  desire   to  jivoid  possible  niisundeiist*indinpf 
with  this  blanch  of  the  servi(*e.     Far  from  ol>jecting  to  such  vigilanct*, 
we  have  been  taught  to  honor  and  insist  upon  it.  and  by  a  general  1 
order,  which  will  be  issued  to*day,  all  masters  of  transports  will  be 
made  to  understand  that  the  safety  of  the  blockade  can  not  be  imperiled  j 
in  deference  to  their  fancied  immunity,  or  claimed  inmiunity,  from  the] 
right  of  visit. 

I  am,  commodore,  with  the  highest  rcspe4.^t,  your  moii^t  obedient] 
servant, 

D,  Hunter, 
Majifr-Gehi^ral^  Cammanding, 

Flag'Officer  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oommandin//  Soutk  AMantuj  BlocJcading  Sqtuidrmi. 


General  mxJer  of  Major-  General  Hmiter^  IL  S.  Army^  utinmmeing  nc 

hfimumtt/  to  army  vcmehfrfmi  the  ruU^  ofhlockttde. 

General  Orders,  |  Hrxjjis.  1>kpt,  of  the  South, 

No.  — .  \  miUm  I  Lad.  Ihrt  R^f/aL  X  t\,Jfni<t  31,  IS6^. 

Hereaftiir  no  armv  tnuisport  or  vessel  in  the  cmpluy  of  the  ITnitcd 
States  Government  entering  or  leaving",  or  seeking  to  enter  or  leave 
any  of  the  port-^,  harbors,  or  rivers  or  this  department,  shall  claim 
immunity  from  visit  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  blockading 
squadron  on  the  plea  of  Government  employment,  or  any  other  plea 
wnatsoever,  and  any  master  of  an  anuy  transport  or  vessel  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  contmvening  the  provisions  of  this  order 
shall  be  promptly  dismihsed  the  service. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  I).  Hunter: 

Charles  G.  Halpike, 
Jfqjm'  mid  Amistant  Adjutant- Getieral'^ 


Letter  of  fieknmvledff7netit  from  FUuj-OjHeer  Ihi  Poni^  U.  S.  Navy^  to 
Majar- General  JIuntet\   TL  S\  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfrrt  Roytd  Harhor,  S.  C,  ^f*me  21,  186^. 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication  of  this  date  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  master  of 
the  steamer  Delaware,  which  it  became  mv  duty  to  bring  to  your 
notice. 

The  very  oroun^t  and  thorough  action  on  your  part,  vindicating  so 
completely  tbe  military  principles  and  proprieties  insisted  on  on  all 
sides,  induce  me  to  ask,  as  a  favor,  if  Captain  Cannon  is  satisfied  of  his 
misconduct  and  r€*ady  to  admit  it  to  Lieutenant  Command uig  Rbind, 
that  you  may  not  deem  it  necessary  to  discharge  him  from  the  public 
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cnipluy.  1  am  tht*  moro  disposed  t*j  make  this  siififfifestmir,  for  I  learn 
the  master  of  the  Delmrar*  hsus  heeii  a  vf*rv  erti<^ient  tnan  in  the  line  of 
his  diity^and  as  he  will  1>e  so  well  iiistriieted  as  to  liis  futore  eourse  hy 
the  eniphutii'  maimei'  in  whirh  you  have  been  ph:'ased  to  view  his  eoa- 
diiet,  I  think  this  may  he  doin*  with  proj>riety. 

0  rati  tied  and  sym|)nthiziii<^  in  nil  yiai  have  cxpresHed  as  t^  the  har- 
mony and  union  which  .should  dirt^et  the  twf>  branehes  of  the  national 
serviee, 

1  am,  general,  with  gi*eat  respect,  vojir  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  I>u  Pont, 

[ajor-General  D.  Hltster, 

CoiiUftandiiiij  Deparfmeni  of  tha  SoiUh, 


Cifvu/ar  order  of  Cfmmmnder  Mfirf^hmul^  IL  S.  Nit/in/^  senior  fyfflcer  off 
Cfiarleaton^  S,  C,^  regarding  luihUcmt^emdii  underway  in  the  nig  hL 

U.  S.  S.  Jamks  Aekjek, 

Off  Charleston,  June  m.  186^. 
On  and  after  Monday,  June  28,  and  until  further  orders,  when  a 
vessel  is  underway  in  the  nijjfht  she  will  hoist  three  pt^rpendieular 
lights  at  her  gaff,  eaeh  at  least  8  feet  apart;  the  upper  and  lower 
lights  to  ht^  wlhite  and  the  middle  red.  Should  it  he  imiK>rtant  to 
move  secretly,  the  light^s  will  only  l»e  bent  on  ready  for  hoisting  and 
kept  covered. 

J.  B.  Mahchand. 
Cinnmander  and  Senior  Ojffwer. 


^  Hfrt  of  Commander  Marehmid,  Ui  JS,  Nm/y^  aeni^or  off^^er  off  Charl-es- 
tcou  S*  6%  regarding  the  remdU  of  a  reconnm^sanee  in  ihai  harimr  in<ide 
hkj  if,  S*  S,  Sefi^^ca^  Lieuienant  Arnmen^  U,  S.  Mirg^  commanding. 

U,  S.  S.  James  Ai>oer, 

Off  CharleMmi,  Jam  ^,  1S62, 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  infomi  you  that  vesterda}'  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Anmien  took  the  Senecfi  through  Pumpkin  Hill  1-hannel 
into  the  main  Ship  Channel  and  thence  within  range  of  the  guns  of 
Fort  Sumter,  when  he  returned*  having  effected  the  object  of  the 
recoimoissance. 

During  his  passage  up  and  down  the  main  Ship  Chaimel  he  tired 
repeatedly  into  the  old  but  abandoned  battery  at  Light- House  Inlet, 
into  an  encampment  of  nearly  one  hundred  tents  on  M«>rr!s  Island* 
from  which  the  enemv*  supposed  to  bealjout  two  companies^  nin  most 
vigorously,  and  one  sliot  into  Cuumdng  s  Point  battery. 

One  shot  only  was  tired  by  the  enemy,  and  that  from  Fort  Sumter, 

after  the  Seuvca  had  steamed  8ome  hundreds  of  yards  on  her  return* 

A  floating  battery  was  seen  over  Morri.s  Lsland  having  a  couple  of 

guns  mounted,  which  I  suppose  to  be  the  same  reported  by  the  contra- 

^^    otind8  a  couple  of  months  ago  stationed  there  to  defend  the  creek  back 

^H    of  that  island. 

^H       The  reconnois.sance  was  a  successful  OTie,  showing  that  no  batteries 
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Point,  and  tbit  the  t^ims  thorn  do  uot  diiTt*tly  <'ommaotl  the  main  Ship 
Channel  a**  far  as  the  AV/^^fV/  wvut  on  a(HM>unt  of  the  intervening  sand 
hills,  hilt  possibly  may  he  iist^fiil  hy  ji'ivinjjf  Iheni  elevation.  Another 
inipi>rtnnt  question  was  settled,  heinfr  the  nmjjfe  of  the  gun  from  Fort 
Sumter  in  tliat  direction. 

Lieutenant  C-ommanding  Aminen  also  ujade  a  reeonnoLssance  along 
Sullivan's  Ishind  this  morning  without  tiring  guns;  the  result  o£  the 
ohservation  I  have  not  yet  heard. 

The  coal  hrig  K^t  Lftm,  which  lias  heen  hc!*c  for  some  time  supph'- 
ing  the  vessels,  left  this  morning  for  Port  Royal.  Her  master  kept 
50  t^^ns  of  coal  for  fjallast,  I  request  thatanc^ther  roal  vessel  will  soon 
be  sent 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  plwdient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Comnmnd^*r  and  Svnk/r  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Catumandimj  Soidh  Atiantic  Blockadimj  Squadrmu 


Eepi/rt  of  Cbmrnund^r  Marc/imid^  (.K  *S.  ]Vam/,  arknmoledging  receipb 

of  dispatcher y  et^, 

U.  S.  S,  James  A  doer. 

Of  CAarkiikm,  June  22,  1S&2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  the  Ilopti  arrived  about 
sunset  t^-day,  bringing  a  mail  and  late  newspapers,  wdiieh  you  were 
plciuscd  to  .send,  for  which  1  ask  your  aci-eptanee  of  my  thanks. 

I  have  further  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  yes- 
terday in  relation  to  forward  cjiEccrs'  and  eugiueers'  stores,  and  to  the 
disposition  of  the  Fl{ffiihian;  also  a  dispatch  from  the  Navy  Depirt- 
nient  to  you  in  relation  to  and  list  of  suspected  vessels,  besiaes  a 
circular  from  the  Bureau  tif  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  a.^  to  the 
vessels  which  have  not  made  the  neeessarv  returns. 

As  stTon  as  the  requisitions  can  he  obtained  from  the  various  vessels 
the  Krytitone  Sfaffj  will  lca\'c  f*»r  Port  Koyal  foi'  thi*  stores,  agreeably 
to  your  instructions, 

1  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  return,  as  soon  as  copied,  the  dis- 
patches  from  the  Navy  I>epartiueut  relating  to  vessels  expected  to  run 
the  blockade,  and  the  lisnt  of  suspcct«*d  vessels. 

Upon  the  delivery  of  the  dispatches  and  mail  the  IIojm  starti3d  for 
North  Edisto. 

Since  my  communication  this  int>rning  m»thing  has  transpired  in  this 
division  of  the  squadron. 

The  Freni'h  vessel  of  war  Rrntnidhi  will  leave  early  to-morrow  for 
Port  Royal  and  her  commander,  M.  Lc  Cardinal,  has  volunteered  to 
take  a  muiL  hy  whom  this  communication  will  be  .'^ent, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUyj  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B,  Marchand, 

CmimiaTuier* 

Flag-Officer  S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Ohi€/\  etc. 
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P.  S. — TliLs  moniiucr  I  forwjirdr<l  ti  commiiiiiriition  from  Lioyt43tiant 
Cfminiiincliiig  Biilrh  in  n*kt*n>n  to  tlie  4'ondition  of  the  ljoil*M'8  of  tbe 
PiMMhtrnttw,  SiiR'e  then  I  have  repre.scrit4?d  the  ^reat  ineonvenienre 
which  would  result  from  the  withdrawal  of  that  j^teanier  from  the 
blockade  during  the  coining  dark  nii^hts,  and  he  informed  uie.  that  it 
wiiM  not  hisdesin^  to  tro  into  port  until  the  moonlight- nights  returned, 
but  that  he  ronsidercd  it  his  duty  to  make  the  representation  to  account 
for  the  greater  consumption  of  fuel  and  le«s  speed  of  the  Ht^^aoier. 

J.  B.  M. 


Seport  of  Commanded'  Ih^aytmi^  U,   S,  Naoy^  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
PtLwneey  regardifiy  affaivH  at  SUmo^  S.  i\ 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Stono,  Jum  23,  1862. 

Sir:  Nothing  new  has  occurred  since  my  lust  letter.  The  I/ale  and 
Andf-fW  went  out  on  the  20th,  the  day  after  the  ari^ival  of  tiie  Jfor- 
wif'li^  which  vessel  I  have  stationed  otf  Lcgar^ville.  Thi^rc  has  been 
no  movement  here  since  the  attack  on  Secessions  ille.  The  cncm}'  are, 
however,  from  what  we  can  see  and  hear,  Htreui^thening  their  works 
in  every  direction,  so  that  without  a  large  force  all  ad\'ance  is  hopele.s^, 
and  then  it  must  be  to  a  certain  extent  by  regular  approaches.  If  thej 
meet  with  a  defeat  at  llicluuond,  I  doubt  wliether  anything  mnre  is 
attempted  here  than  holding  their  |>osition,  hut  if  inspirited  hy  .'*uc- 
ce.Hs,  it  seems  to  me  they  nuist  attempt  to  sficll  out  our  camps,  which 
certainly  ran  he  done  with  theii'  superior  numbers  wlienever  they 
(.'hocjse.  The  more  I  hear  of  thc>  details  of  tlie  late  battle  the  more  1 
am  conv-inced  that  our  men  never  had  a  ehaiu'C  of  success,  and  that  all 
the  talk  of  their  l>einf|f  in  the  works  and  the  enemy  leaving  them  is 
very  much  in  that  spirit  oi  exaggeration  which  inciuccH  nuen  so  often 
to  represent  themselves  as  the  oidy  survivors  of  their  regiment,  anil  I 
now  see  that  the  story  of  the  Eihn^  which  for  the  moment  aTmuyed 
me,  was  merely  one  of  the  other  fai>rications. 

Evers^one  appears  much  relieved  that  Benham  is  off.  1  have  never 
met  anyone  wlio  appeal's  more  disliked  by  everyone  than  he  seems  to 
be.  As  we  are  all  in  want  of  various  articles  in  the  |>aytuaster':s 
depirtmcnt  I  have  sent  Mr,  [L,  C]  Merrill  (oui>?)down  to  the  lid^b  to 
collect  them,  as  Captain  Boutelle  has  offered  to  bring  back  whatever 
we  require.  As  tiie  term  of  service  of  most  of  his  men  is  a>»out 
expiring  he  thinks  it  proper  to  go  and  see  you  on  the  subject,  and 
9Ven  wants  to  take  the  \essel  north.     If  he  does,  I  think  some  one 

jht  to  take  his  place,  as  Imoys  are  eonstantly  breaking  adrift  or 
ebanging  their  location,  and  most  of  the  liars  on  this  coast  are  bad 
enough  at  the  best  and  well  buoyed,  1  think  that  Captain  Marchand 
s^nt  some  of  his  vessels  in  to  shell  the  lower  part  oi  Morris  Island, 
with  what  effect,  however,  I  do  not  know;  of  course,  it  Ls  very  well 
to  keep  them  stirred  up,  but  until  the  army  is  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  it  oy  a  forward  movement  I  see  no  particular  use  in  wasting 
ammunition  in  tiring  at  batteries,  even  supposing  that  for  the  moment 
p«*op|c  are  driven  out  of  them,  or  rather,  under  cover  of  the  parapet, 
whii^h  is  about  as  much  as  they  genemlly  go  out  unless  an  a^isautt  is 
expected. 
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I  have  eri«-l'>^  a  f^v  :ti^»-r*.  tii^  uninr  ••£  vhich  I  hare  exfdained 
to  Captain  R>i^r*. 

Very  R::rpt»-tr»Jjy.  vi.Kir  ••'r«edJeDi  <^rvanu 

P.  Ihunosr. 

Fl^-^mc^T  <¥.  in:  Post. 


Fl&gship  Wabasbu 

Sib:  I  en^rlo^  two  coin2Euiik':it:o!i?.  o&e  fnxn  ComiuuiderMareliaiid 
an-i  the  other  f nun  LV»ciiiiander  L^  Roy. 

It  &pfK:Ai>  that  between  r  and  :>  oVkx-k  of  the  mominff  of  the  23d 
in-tALt  two  ?t<dki£ier>  attempcevi  to  run  the  blockade.  (Sue,  a  screw 
^^amer.  ?uppo^^  to  b^?  the  IL  ^  ac  i  ui^ier  Briti^  colois.  succeeded 
ic  f«L«(?izi^  oiiT  line  and  enterii^  Ma£nV  ChanneL 

At  ^dayliirtit  ?he  wa^i  o?:feserTe'i  to  he  agrvHiDd  Dear  the  Mouhzie  house, 
cl->*r  to  a  rr^incry  of  four  gun-  and  protected  also  by  the  guns  of  Sum- 
ter and  th-r  'ftn'ery  on  Cummin^' >  Point,  The  St-k^^m  approached  as 
WAT  ar  rL-i:  oiild  with  Safety  acS  dr^  ?eTeral  shellsw  whKii,  howerer, 
fell  ^Ifjru  while  tb--f?e  of  the  rvt^-Ls,  from  their  rided  cannon,  pase*ed 
-:>•>  or  !*•>  yards  over  and  '^yor^d  the  .V.^.-ro?, 

Tbr  Ovh-er  -t^acier  wa^  li  -kie-wheeL  snd  proved  to  be  the  3a«Ari7/<>, 
f»w  t:»wii  a.^  the  7^1-      >  Z.  lJ>:..y. 

Fi2>ilr.2  it  impitsiiMe  to  enter.  >lbe  >tocd  -xit  to  sea,  followed  by  the 
JTrvf-r"  r  >:.->.  /"v.  and  •/;  -•  Af'^-r.  the  two  latter,  howerer/soon 
i!»Tr-  up  the  p-.ir-;iit-  d&iint:  it  u?^k^<:  but  the  Krv*t<m^  Stat^  con- 
•Ji--ri  lir:  '.'z^-^  during  the  entire  day.  lightenini:  his  resssel  in  every 
{.*:--r:'-Irr  wiy.  ir.i  toward  evening  wa?  rapidly  i^adninf  on  her,  but 
-iskZKLrr^  cvciirii^on.  with  thkk  rain  squalls,  the"  .V>v.-»7^  succeeded  in 
el- din^'  f-^r-uit-  Thr  A' ;,  •:-  •  ;r  .>•  :•-  oha.M.si  her  v  ver  ^v  miles,  and  is 
th<e  or.ry  ^rr^^rrl  :l  the  -;uadn:»n  that  i-ar.  ix^mpeie  with  her  in  isfieed. 

It  ir  -ir.rt>r^siry  for  me  to  -tate  to  the  XVpirtment  how  much  I 
nr^T^t  thi-  Oi.x- -rrecvir.  but  harinsr  myself  visited  the  Charleston  station, 
ar.::  iT-v^r:  p^r-r-i^rial  at:.^ii;i«.'n  to  the  pn>per  placing  of  the  blockading 
■^"^^l'?.  1  an.  sxtirde^d  thii  no  improvement  can  be  luade  in  this  re^KCt, 
ALi  ::,  :'^<'.'rr  to  ihe  ofii^^r-  on  ther^,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ^y  that 
er*ba;rr  •. : jili-. v;  f-,>uM  cot  W  exercised. 

I  havr  alr-^dy  :nf.>rnie»i  the  Department  that  an  arv  of  18  miles  has 
to  ••>  •x-vrr^i,  ar.d  althouirh  it  might  'v  supposed  that  eight  steamets 
iE  d  four  -^liliiiL'  ve>-ei<  would  cover  this,  nautii-al  men  know  that  a 
"hip  EJiy  pc^^s  within  tw...  ^.-a'lle's  length  on  an  ordinary  dark  night 

witllOUt  '••irlLir  -i-rrL. 

I  rh: ul i  iive  ha-i  fui".  twenty  vessels  otf  Charleston,  but  for  the 
r--r«.^^»Ary  •jf«=-r»ti:t-  ir*  Stoci*  a::d  Gev^rg^^town.  S.  C.  and  if  the 
Departm-rL:  wi-h  t.*  r-.-nier  the  running  of  this  bkx^kade  impossible  I 
must  r^j.^::fu:Iy  A-k  f.jr  more  steamers.  Sailing  vessels  an?  of  no 
a^:  iLdeeiL  I  arri  afraid  ihev  -<-rve  as  lv:u\>z*>  to  the  enemy,  being 
seen  so  much  farther  than  the  >teaniers.     In  thi>  connection  I  mav 
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refer  to  a  dispulvh  fi'om  the  Department,  received  las*!  evening,  enclos- 
ing a  fumiunninitioii  from  u  Mn  AditniM  to  the  Assi.stant  Secretary  of 
State,  si)eakiug  of  the  escape  from  Charleston  of  the  British  steamer 
Eemtmnint. 

This  vessel  got  out  of  Charleston  when  most  of  the  blockading  force 
was  engaged  in  the  expedition  southward,  resulting  in  the  possessioD 
of  the  wdinle  coast  as  far  as  Mosquito  Inlet,  and  when  there  were 
conimi-atively  few  ships  otf  Charleston. 

The  details,  however,  as  given  in  Mr-  Adams*  communiciition,  are 
,as  absurd  as  the  story  that  the  Wahmh  was  there.  The  statements 
I  Me  simply  untrue. 

Since  waiting  the  above,  I  have  looked  again  at  these  papei'S,  and 
observe  that  the  individual  who  addresses  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  is  not  a  member  of  the  United  States  legation.  He  seenis  to  have 
volunteered  this  information,  which  the  under  secretary  apjmrently 
did  not  consider  worthy  of  notice. 

As  the  officers  off  Charleston  are  ceaseless  in  their  vigOance,  I  have 
already  asked  the  Department  not  to  i>ernnt  itself  to  be  disturlx^d  by 
idle  stories  and  falsehoods  told  at  Nassau  and  in  England  derogatory 
to  them  to  suit  rebel  purposes. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  from  Mr.  Whiting,  consul  at  Nassau, 
which  Flag-Orticer  Ltirdner  mav  not  ha^e  forwarded.     Commander 
Stellwagen  informs  me  that  H.  ft.  M.  S.  Bali  Lh^j  is  convoying  these 
vessels  to  sea  on  their  way  to  break  the  blockade. 
N^vj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag'Offie^\  Comdg,  South  Atlmitu*  BlfH^kading  Sfuadron, 

Hon.  Ctidkon  Welles, 

/Secret art/  of  the  J^n^t/^    Wa^ihington. 

[ibiclosiLrci^] 

U,  S*  S.  James  Adger, 

Of  dmrhHtmi,  June  U.  1^^^^ 

Sir:  1  am  mortitied  to  inform  you  that  at  %:'^\}  o'clock  yestt^rday 
morning  a  steaoM'r  succeeded  in  passing  through  our  blockading  lines 
and  nearly  into  Mattitfs  Channel  before  she  was  discovered  to  be  a 
stranger.  At  daylight  she  w^as  observed  to  be  aground  near  the  Moul- 
trie house,  close  to  a  l»atterv  of  four  guns,  one  a  rifled  cannon,  and 
also  under  the  guns  of  Forts  SunittM"  and  Moultrie  and  the  battery  on 
Cumming^s  Point. 

She  was  a  screw  steamer  and  show^ed  English  colors. 
i  .  Li**utcnant  Conmiunding  Anunen,  in  the  iSV/i<iCf/,  approached  as  near 
n  he  could  with  sjtfety  and  threw  scA^cral  shells,  but  the  distance  was 
too  great  to  be  effect ivi\  while  the  shot  fri*m  the  enemy's  rifled  guns 
passed  HiKj  or  400  yards  over  tae  Semva^ 

In  the  meantime,  by  the  aid  of  two  tuglioats,  the  steamer  wiis  hauled 
off  and  nm  into  Charleston. 

1  have  also  to  inform  you  that  immediately  follow^ing  the  screw 
steamer,  wils  a  large  side-wheel  steamer,  in  appeamnce  like  this  ship. 
A  coup]**  of  shots  were  tired  at  her  by  the  Sttieca^  when  she  turned 
and  stocnl  seaward. 

ChiLse  was  given  by  the  Keystone  St<iU\  by  this  ship,  and  subse- 
qaeutly  by  the  Flag  from  off  Dewee^s  Inlet,  but  her  speed  was  very 
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great.  This  .ship  pm-sued  4{i  jiiilas  and,  losing  j^round,  returned  to 
this  anchoraoro  yesterday  noon.  The  J^hig  followed  55  or  60  mile« 
un8uc*'es.sfiilly  and  returned  at  3:30  oxiock  in  the  afternoon*  leaving 
only  the  Keyatmie  Sttttt\  whieh  U  fast,  to  continue  the  pursuits,  and 
when  la^tseen  j^eemed  to  be  gaining  slowlv  on  the  Htranger. 

The  Jui/sfafw  State  ha-s  ntit  yet  returned  at  this  hour,  9:30  a,  nj. 

Both  8te4imer8,  in  running  the  blm^kade^  followed  clothe  along  the 
iK}uth  8ide  of  Rattlesnake  ShoaL  Last  night  new  positions  had  U»en 
occupied  by  the  blockading  ve^fseLs,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  go  in 
or  out 

The  reconnoissance  of  MatBtfs  Channel  on  the  moming  of  the  22d 
instant  by  the  Stmeea  revealed  nothing  but  what  had  been  apparent  to 
the  eyes  for  weeks. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent  you  various  communications  by  the 
Freoch  vessel  of  war  Renaudiu^  but  she  left  yesterday  morning  while 
this  ves.sel  was  chasing,  above  referred  to» 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedieot  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchakd, 
Comtnander  and  Senwr  OjjUce- 

Flag-Officer  S.  F,  Du  Povr, 

C&nimmiding  South  AUanti4}  BhAadmg  Squadron. 


V,  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Of  Charlest&n,  JuneSS^  li 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  about  3  a,  m.  on  the  23d,  making  a  s3B? 
picious  vessel  bearing  about  N.  N.  E.,  and  prolmbly  within  2  miles 
from  my  anchorage,  api>arently  seeking  to  enter  the  hnrlKir  of 
Charleston,  I  at  once  gave  ordei^s  to  ^lip,  but  before  doing  so  a  c*ouple 
of  guns  from  inshore  gave  the  alarm  (I  think  from  the  iiSr/^^m),  and 
the  vessel,  too,  cautioned  by  signals  from  shore,  turned  seaward  and 
the  ^ns  starting  her,  proceeded  offshore  at  full  speed,  this  ship  fol- 
lowm^,  and  after  6  o'clock  seemingly  to  slowly  raise  her,  at  times  we 
would  gain  and  then  the  chase.  It  i>eing  disco  veiled  the  steamer  was 
the  Thfmias  L,  Wmgg^  fonnerly  the  jVa^hvUh^  I  felt  satisfied  it  would 
depend  entirelv  upon  circumstances  if  we  outran  her,  and  it  being 
necessary  to  lighten  ship,  I  started  all  butalxjut  8,0w  gallons  of  water, 
and  hove  overboard  some  75  fathoms  of  an  old  and  poor  chain  cable, 
shifting  the  quarter-deck  guns  farther  forward,  and  sending  down  fore 
and  fore- topsail  yards  and  housing  the  fore-topmast.  Up  to  noon  we 
had  gained  possibly  a  mile  on  the  steamer,  but  after  12  m.  and  until 
3:30,  we  lost  more' than  we  had  gained;  after  3:30  we  gained  rapidly 
on  her,  and  could  we  have  had  three  or  four  hours  more  duvlight  I 
believe  we  would  have  neared  sufficiently  to  have  used  our  rifle  with 
effect,  and  captured  or  de-stroyed  the  vesseL 

During  the  afternoon  in  the  thick  rain  squalls  the  steamer  attempted, 
by  altering  her  course,  to  throw  us  otf,  but  we  were  enabled  to  pre- 
vent him. 

During  the  first  watch  it  proved  thick,  miny,  and  squally,  but  we 
thought  we  had  sight  of  her  until  y  or  9; 30  p.  m.;  after  that  we  could 
see  nothing.  I  continued  on  the  same  course  (that  took  us  to  the  east 
end  of  Almco)  until  midnig^ht,  when,  seeing  nothing  of  tJie  vessel,  I 
hauled  a  little  more  to  the  eastward,  and  at  daylight  there  being  noth- 
ing in  bight  I  ordered  the  ship  heuded  for"  otf  Charleston,  naving 
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approached  to  within  about  iH)  or  1>5  iiiilas  of  AhatH*,  and  lK*lioving  it 
lifeless  to  nroi-eetl  tmy  farther,  for  if  the  vhiist'  with  hor  trn»at  speed 
\vm  proceediD^  to  Nassau.  I  folt  satistied  sho  would  b€  i?afo  in  Britii*h 
wat^i'^  tjofore  1  could  ^et  near, 

Tni-sting  uiveour.se  in  fhaMing-  so  far  from  my  station  will  meet  with 
your  approval,  I  have  the  huuor  to  be, 

Vcrv  respeetfullv,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

Wm.  K,  Lk  Rot, 

(hmmafider. 
Flag-Office r  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

ChmmandUr  In  Chief  South  Atldntio  Blodcodkig  S</uadrmi» 


Order  of  the  Sed'etari/  of  the  Nmyu  to  Communder  Steedman^  U.  S* 
Na^y^  commaiuling  U,  S*  S*  Pifm  Jones^  to  proceed  to  Stan/>  Inlets 
S&tdh  Carolina. 

Navy  Department,  Jun£  2Jf^  1S€^. 
Sir:  The  order  to  you  yesterday  in  hereby  revoked,  and  you  wilj 
procef*d  with  the  J'dal  .hmea  to  Stono  Inlet  and  reiK>rt  to  the  senioi 
naval  offit^er  there  for  duty. 

I  am,  i-eHpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Ckiuunander  thiARLEs  Steedman, 

Cammmidmg  U*  S.  S,  l*aul  Jmies^  WasMtigtan^  D.  LK 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  lyu  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Rock- 
well,  u,  S,  Navyy  cQmmafuimg  U,  S.  schmmer  Hope^  io  proceed  as 
bearer  of  di^aiehe^  (4)  Qeorgeiottm^  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Fori  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  2J^  1862, 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  off  Oeorgetown  and  communicate  with  Com- 
'mander  Pn*uti8s,  of  the  Albatross,  delivering  to  him  the  accompauying 
dispatcheti  and  receiving  from  him  auy  dispatches  he  may  have  ready 
i  to  send, 

Reapectfullv,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  PONT, 

Flag- Officer. 

Acting  Master  .L  E.  Rockwell, 

Cmmnandhig  C7.  S,  Schooner  Hope^  Pari  Royal, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Nmyy,  to  Gmjmnder  Prentim^ 
^m        U.  S.  irat?y,  commanding  U.  &\  S,  Alhatross^  to  proceed  tv  Bosturu 

^^^  Flagship  Wabash, 

^^1  Port  Royal  Uarb<rr,  S.  C,  June  U,  JS6S\ 

^^^%ir:  The  orders  heretofore  given  you  after  your  return  from  your 
H  expedition  up  the  Sant-ee  River  are  so  far  moditied  that  you  will  pro- 
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You  will  pleH.se  set»d  d*>wn  twenty  coiitnifnindw  (.single  mea,of  course) 
for  spfviee  on  board  the  Vmnmit^ 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Offijcer, 
Commander  (i.  A.  Prentiss, 

IJ.  S,  iV,  AlhitiKtm* 


Report  of  C&inmander  Marchand^  IL  S.  Hamy^  seftmr  ojffieer  off  CJmfi>m- 
ton^  S.  C ,  regm-dhu/  the  distributum  of  vtmeh* 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adgeb, 

Off  ChurhsUm,  June  SS,  ISBS, 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  f  hi  ward  arrived  yestet-' 
day  eveuiiig  from  Port  Ko3'al  for  duty  on  the  bloekiide  of  thi.s  place, 
and  am  much  obliged  for  the  iufurmatiun  obtained  in  your  note  of  the 
previous  day. 

In  my  cunmmiiieatiuu  of  the  2*3d  in.stant  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
Ju'ijdofi4^  Staff  had  not  returned  fr(»m  ehasin^  the  steamer  which  had 
attemptefl  to  violati*  the  Idoekade,  To-day  slie  returned  after  a  pur- 
suit of  nearly  300  miles,  and  only  abandoned  it  when  the  vessel  wa8 
lo.st  to  sight  in  the  darkness  of  a  niiny  night. 

The  eha«e  was  supposed  to  he  the  llumuiH  Z.  Wragg\  fornierh'  the 
Nii^hvlilt,  An  inti^resting  report  to  you  by  Commander  Le  ftuy  I 
herewith  forward. 

For  some  day.s  the  F/umbeau  wa*s  stationed  off  Cape  Remain,  but  her 
fuel  being  nearly  exhausted,  returned  here*,  and  as  there  is  no  coal  to 
ijupply  her  1  placed  her  in  the  blockading  line  before  Charleston, 
where  she  wiU  [not]  be  iTquired  ttj  move  unless  in  eases  of  emergency. 

The  following  is  now  the  disposition  of  the  vessels*: 

The  Jle^thm  IS  off  Bull's  Bay ;  from  her  the  land  is  visible  to  Romaiu 
light-house.  Should  an  attempt  be  made  to  approach  the  land,  and 
she  unable  to  manuge  the  affair,  signal  will  be  made  to  the  steamer 
south  of  her  for  assistance. 

Ofi^  De^vees  Iirlet  and  the  east  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal  are  the  I 
Bfuid  and  Flag.     The  latter  each   morning  at  daylight  runs  a  few 
miles  seaward  for  observation. 

The  Jioehteky  Onwftrd^  and  JSftejdurd  Kmijq}  at  anchor  form  an  out- 
side line  of  blockading  ^' esse  Is  from  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  west 
end  of  Kattlesnake  Shoal  to  the  main  Ship  Channel. 

W.  by  N.  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  off  Breach  Inlet,  the  Senem 
watches,  having,  every  night  the  weather  permits,  a  boat  lietween  her 
and  the  land  to  signalize  vessels  attempting  to  run  thn>ugh  the  Beach 
ChanueL 

Half  a  mile  south  of  the  Seneca  is  placed  the  lu^Atone  Stat<\  and 
the  same  distance  to  the  southward  of  her  is  the  Fiamhrtm,  Then 
follows  this  ship,  the  PocaJtrmta^^  and  the  Ahihantit^  covering  the  s^mce 
to  the  main  Ship  Channeb  All  these  steamers  are  close  in  and  form 
the  inner  line  of  blockading  vessels,  I 

For  the  protection  of  the  Law  ford  Channel  tht^  Sumpter  is  anchored 
as  close  in  as  po,ssible. 

Every  morning  nt  the  dawn  of  day  when  the  wind  is  light  one  of  the 
steamers  in  front  of  Charleston  runs  a  few  miles  seaward  to  ascertain 
if  any  suspicious  vessels  are  in  sight,  and  observations  an^  always 
made  in  the  evening. 
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Tin*  Krif'^ifme  Shtf*  will   li*Hve  to-morrow  Jiiornin^  fur  Pt»rt  Roj^al, 

'but  X\ii^  Uioi-kiidf  nm  ill  iiffr)rd  to  lose.  t>vrn  for  ii  .short  iitiH\  lier  .serv- 

kires,  a.s  sho  ha^  provi'd  the  only  fiust  vohibol;  bat  in  jidditioo  to  your 

BUg^e^tion  to  8eiid  her  tV>r  store.s  for  this  divifjiion  of  your  wquadi^on, 

hvv  fuel  ia  much  exhausti^d. 

By  the  Kfi/j^tmh'  Sffift  the  erewH  taken  from  the  prize  Hchoonera  CaUt* 
ltn*t  iirid  Sarah  will  be  sent  to  Port  Koyal  for  your  disposition. 

Thi*  British  steam  nloop  of  war  RiNy-r  arrived  this  evening*     Her 

eomiuaiider,  Captain  Lyons,  infornied  lue  that  he  wi*shed  to  coramuni- 

ciite  with  the   Kuglish  eonsuh  and  that  in  a  few  dayn  he  would  leave 

|fi>r  Port  Koyal.     AL-eompaoyiiij^  this,  is  a  slip  from  a  newspaper  relat- 

liiig  to  Cu|>tiiin  Lyons  and  the  Racer, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  March A^*D, 
O&mmunder^  etc.^  Senmr  Officer* 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vcnnmandlnfj  South  Atluntw  BI'OchaMng  Sqtimlrmu 

[EBOlosuro.— NeWKpftper  cllpplng.l 
Imporiuni  qtwtiioTui  to  be  mmvertd — The  British  conmd  tU  CkatkaUm, 

To  the  Edit&r  of  the  Neie  York  Herald: 

In  the  World  of  yesterday,  I  uotieedtbat  Mr.  Bunch,  her  Britannic 

Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  visited  Fort  Pulaski  on  May  23^ 
at:eompanied  l>y  Captain  Lj^ons,  commander  of  H,  B.  M.  steam  sloop 
of  war  Racer;  that  they  wei'e  received  with  courtesy  and  exaniinea 
the  whole  work  and  inspected  the  James  projectiles  with  curioua 
atteiitioii.  etc.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Captiiin  I^yons, 
nor  can  I  see  at  present  any  olijcction  in  allowing  the  commander  of 
any  foreign  war  vessel  to  visit  any  of  our  ports  recaptured  from  the 
ref>els:  hut  it  is  time  that  the  people  of  these  United  htates  knew  why 
this  Mr.  Bunch  had  such  privileges,  and,  as  one  of  the  people,  1  would 
also  like  to  know,  through  the  colmuns  of  your  paper,  why  he  is 
allowed  to  hold  a  consulsliip  at  all,  with  his  well-known  sympathies 
for  the  rebel  cause.  Charleston  is  my  home,  and  this  Mr.  Bunch  is 
very  well  known  to  me.  In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  we  might  as 
well  invite  Beauregard,  Jetf  Davis,  or  any  other  rebel  officer,  to  in- 
spect with  curious  attention  the  effect  of  the  bomhardment  of  that  or 
any  i)ther  ret^aptured  fort.  I  firmly  believe  that  Mr.  Bunch  wont 
down  to  Pulaski,  at  tlie  suggestion  of  some  of  his  Uharleston  friends, 
for  no  other  puqjose  than  to  report  the  bombardment,  .so  that  when 

■  an  attju*k  is  made  on  Sumter  or  Moultrie  they  may  be  the  better  pre- 
pared to  resist  the  fon^e  of  those  projectiles  which  so  quickly  demol- 
ished Pulaski.  Any  person  acLpMiitited  with  the  Charleston  people 
knows  that  neither  Jlr.  Bunch  nor  any  other  person  can  visit  tht?  cruis- 

kers  off  Charleston,  or  any  of  the  fortifications  near  there,  without 
being,  on  his  return,  beset  by  a  parcel  of  wharf  lice,  when  he  must 
tell  some  tale  or  other,  and  is  immediaUdy  conveyed  to  General  Rip- 
lev's  ufiice,  where  he  is  closeted  for  an  hour  at  a  tin»e  with  the  general, 
Messrs.  Kavenel,  Gourdin,  Huger,  or  others  of  the  rebel  leaders, 
when  he  nuist  either  tell  a  deliljerate  lie  or  offend  his  friends— a  thing 
not  to  be  thought  of  liy  Mr.  Bunch*  There  is  no  eva^sion,  he  will  1h? 
lK>i"ed  to  drath  until  they  get  either  the  truth  or  a  lie.  1  havest<iod  on 
the  whai^  and  seen  the  boat  leave  and  return  from  the  cruisers,  and  have 
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8ecn  tlio  ransiil  and  viccvconi^rul  e8t»orted  toGencinl  Ripley's  oflSro,  and 
W4it4'ln*d  tlh*ni  on  Mirli  CM'rasion.s,  reniaininfr  there  nearly  an  hour  each 
tinie.  It  is  for  the  anthoritieH  at  Washini^ton  to  say  whether  it  is  part 
of  Mr.  ConsnTM  business  to  he  cioneted  with  Gene  ml  Ripley  after  his 
return  from  visiting  the  British  t^rnisers  oti  the  bar^  and  what  is  the 
nature  of  their  business,  if  it  is  not  to  convey  to  them  intelltgenee  of 
the  bloekudin^  fleets  Th**  steamer  which  he  uses  on  these  visits  is  the 
Aid.,  an  anned  reliel  craft,  t»ou^dit  by  private  individyals,  armed  and 
eqaipped  for  the  express  purpose  of  driving  otf  the  l>h)ckading  squad- 
ron or  destroying  tliem.  She  is  armed  with  4ii-pounder  rifle  ainnon, 
and  has  made  several  exiierinients  at  the  fleet.  On  all  such  visits  the 
^1/f/had,  besides  her  otheers  and  crew,  some  six  or  eight  Charleston 
pilots,  es|K^cially  so  when  a  vessel  was  expected  in  or  when  they  had  any 
ready  to  go  out.  I  have  known  vessels  to  run  thi»  blockade  in  and  out 
immediately  after  these  visits  of  the  consul.  The  steamship  Samomist 
ran  the  blockade  otw  or  two  days  after  Mr.  Bunch  had  visited  the 
steamship  lii^taldo:  whether  it  wiis  fnjm  information  gained  through 
the  consul  on  that  oci^asion  or  not  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  but 
the^'^  were  singuhir  coini-idences.  These  circimistances  were  know^n  to 
me  from  the  fact  that  my  position  enabled  me  to  mix  up  with  all  par- 
ties. 1  have  been  considered  one  of  themselves,  and  havt*  hearil  all 
reports  brought  from  the  fleet  on  these  oi^-asions,  and  have  been  com- 
pelled to  swallow  many  a  bittt^r  dose,  but  could  not  help  myself. 


Order  of  Cmnmmider  Drayton^  U.  S>  Navi/^  fj^  Lieutenant  Bankh^^ud^ 
17,  S.  jVam/^  emmmiTidrm/  IL  S,  S.  Pt^ntbina,  to  reJi<?m'  the  U*  S.  S* 
Ellefi  ai  tht' entrance  of  Light- IToime  Oreei%  South  Carol i^m. 

U.  S,  S,  Pawnee, 

Sttmo,  [S.  ft],  June  25,  I86£. 
Sm:  As  the  j57/^??  has  broken  dow^n,  you  will  please  take  her  place 
at  the  entrance  of  Light-House  Creek  until  she  can  be  repaired,  when 
I  will  have  your  vessel  relieved. 

Plac*^  yourself  in  communication  with  our  pickets,  and  do  what  you 
can  to  aid  our  troops  in  that  direction. 

If  you  get  oif  liy  5  o'clock  it  will  be  soon  enough. 
Very  respectfully, 

P,  Drayton, 
Seni&r  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead, 

U,  S.  S,  Pmibifm. 


Report  of  Commander  Marcfiaiid^  U,  S.  Nairy^  coni^nmiding  U,  S.  S» 
Jam^^ji  Adger^  tranmnitting  Hiatemerit^  cfmeemintj  the  defenses  and 
aituatimi  at  Charltston^  S,  C\ 

U,  S-  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  VharleHton,  June  25,  186^. 
Sir;  A  few  days  ago  Captain  Drayttm  wrote  to  me  that  deserters  and 
contraliands  who' had  come  in  at  Stono  had  represented  that  Charleston 
Harbor  was  one  mass  of  toriiedoes,  palisadi's,  and  forts;  that  the  regu- 
lar channel  to  the  city  is  completely  stopixjd  up,  and  a  roundatout  one 
over  the  middle  ground  used  instead. 
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In  order  to  compare  the  forejsroin^  rripreHentation  with  those  of  tho 
iirew  tjiken  from  tiie  prize  f^ehooiM*rs  (hfftlhuf  and  Sarah  and  sehrmner 
Chan€*\  ( 'omnuiiideFH  Lanier  and  Le  Roy  ohtidned  the  aeeompanying 
8tatenieiit8,  which  J  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Omnniandet*  and  Senurr  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  S,  K  Du  PoKT, 

Vummandimj  South  Atlmdic  Bh}ckading  SquadrmL, 

Meniormida  of  infifrnrntimi  ohtahwd  from  John  Smtth^  ptmmer  on  ^nyftfd  U.  S,  S*  Ala- 
bama, Mer^from  prize  schhomr  i^htalina^  captured  Jmui  i^'O,  1S6$, 

The  water  front  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  from  the  lower  part  of 

the  battery  to  the  riee  mills,  comprising  the  w^hole  water  front,  is  a 
eomplete  series  of  batteries.  From  east  end  of  Middle  Ground  the 
imiin  Ship  Channel  is  well  staked  to  the  northward  as  far  as  Hog  Island* 
There  is  no  place  in  the  channel  either  side  of  the  Middle  (r round  where 
more  than  one  vessel  at  a  time  can  pas«  in.  The  Ashley  River,  near  its 
mouth,  is  so  staked  and  prejmred  with  chains  as  to  admit  but  one  boat 
at  the  satne  time. 

The  new  fort,  Ripley,  on  the  Middle  Ground,  has  not  yet  received 
its  armament,  but  very  iieavy  ^uns  will  be  placed  within  two  weeks  in 
position  to  command  passage  way  close  at  hand.  Two  ironclad  gun- 
boats are  building,  but  will  not  l>c  ready  to  launch  for  a  considemble 
time.  The  prisoner  knows  nothing  about  torpedoes  being  placed  in  the 
passage  wa^^ .  The  stakes  are  all  heavily  chamed. 
The  above  inforniation  is  all  1  can  obtain. 

I  ann  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  Lanier, 
Gotmnander, 
Commander  J»  B.  Marchand, 

Coinmandimj  Blochide  off  Churlijstmi^  U,  S.  S*  Jam^s  Adger, 
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Mcffioranda, 

Sir:  I  have  found  out  from  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  schooner 
Sarah  the  following:  They  say  there  arc  but  11,000  uwn  on  Jarne^ 
Island,  and  that  thev  think  we  have  13,000  on  the  island,  none  in 
Charleston,  and  thai  tlicre  are  three  ironclad  vessels  building  in  Charles- 
ton, but  are  not  dotie  for  want  of  materials.  All  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  their  furniture,  have  moved  away  from  Charleston  into  the 
country.  Last  Friday  they  expected  the  mortar  rteet  to  be  iti  Charles- 
ton, and  all  the  poorer  class  of  people  are  ready  to  greet  it  with  cheers; 
and  it  is  an  every -day  occurrence  for  men  to  be  shot  in  the  fort  for 
desertion.  The  main  channel  is  clear,  but  the  rest  of  the  harbor  is  full 
of  torpedoes.  The  people  in  Charleston  are  panic  struck,  and  there  is 
a  strong  Union  feeling  in  tliarleston,  from  what  I  can  learn;  and  if 
any  gunboat  can  get  by  the  fort  she  can  go  up  and  take  the  city  very 
ea83\    God  speed  us  to  deliver  the  oppressed- 

S.  W.  B, 
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^f€^norattdit. 

From  one  of  the  pri8onerfl  on  Ixnird  the  KeyHtone  Stai^  I  learned^ 
on  the  (nt'iiinir  of  tho  23d  June  that  the  tents  shelled  by  the  Srmxn 
were  not  oti'upied  l>y  troops^  but  vvern  used  for  workmeo  on  James 
Island.  I'he  enemy  are  building  u  buttery  on  tlames  Island,  k  l^ein*^ 
made  of  railroad  iron.  In  the  ttite  action  with  our  forces  in  the  neitrh- 
iKirhood  cjf  Stono  the  enemy  had  a  j^reat  many  killed  and  wounded. 
The  h)ss  was  v(^ry  great  iimont^  the  young  meji  of  good  Charleston 
faniilies.  All  the  female  portion  have  left  Charleston,  and  pretty 
near  all  the  furniture  has  been  removed.  The  city  itself  would  not  be 
defended.  Others  say  the  city  is  defended  Ijy  heavy  inti^enehments,  . 
whi4'h  an?  well  guarded  b^^  large  guns;  that  there  is  also  a  ditch  some  ( 
80  feet  wide  outside  the  intrenchments,  which  our  men  would  ha^reto 
awim^  and  that  heav}^  guns  are  placed  so  as  to  defend  each  street. 

The  cargo  of  the  i\d/ie  was  pretty  much  all  saved,  and  they  have 
been  removing  the  machinery. 

One  of  the  English  steamers  is  said  to  have  succeeded  in  getting  in 
ijome  weeks  since. 


InJormaiioH  receivtd  Jrorn  on6  qf  the  cretn  of  thr  $chooneT  Chance^  %  P.  JHckimmif  in 
l(Uiiude  ^9"  Si^,  longiiude  77°  5*^,  Jum  S4,  imt. 

The  Chaiuje  left  Nassau  on  Saturday,  21st  June,  1862,  at  U  o'clock, 

at  which  time  there  were  four  steamers  read}^  and  about  to  sail  for 
Charleston,  S.  C,  to  be  guarded  by  the  steam  gunboat  Orrtf\  carrying 
eighteen  guns.  There  were  some  twelve  steamships  in  the  harbor  of 
Nassau.  A  steamer,  supposed  to  be  the  Katt'^  was  seen  by  said  schooner 
on  the  22d  June,  steering  N.  W, 


Report  ^rf  Vmnmand^r  Godcm^  U.  S.  Nwny^  regardifuf  niea^rea 
emphyed  far  geeunmj  fmKi  for  etmtrahands  at  St,  ASii/wn's^  and  the 
capture  of  Bchoofier  Southern  Belh\ 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Port  Royal  ir*wlmr.  June  26,  1862. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  anchomge,  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th  instant.  As  directed  I  transferred 
the  command  of  St.  Simorrs  wat^-rs  to  Commander  Goldsbo rough,  and 
am  ver}^  happy  to  be  able  to  report  favorably  on  all  matters  connected 
with  that  command. 

In  my  last  letter  1  expressed  an  anxiety  about  obtaining  food  for  the 
contrabands  at  St.  Simon's,  J^"^  their  numl>ers  were  increoising  daily  and 
the  crop  would  not  be  ripe  for  some  time.  On  the  18th,  I  sent  the 
Madtn'e  to  Barrett's  Islana,  tjuit-e  near  to  Darien,  where  I  had  under- 
stood there  was  a  lurgi*  supply  of  rice  which  could  be  obtained  in  a 
light-draft  vessel 

I  bad  .selected  thirty  contrabands  to  go  in  the  Madgis  to  carry  the 

rice  on  board,  and  directed  the  Wainmitta  tx>  place  herself  at  hand  to 

assist  the  Mftdgit  in  this  work.    The  following  day  the  Mad^U  returned 

with  OrSO  bushels  ot  rice,  and  reported  a  large  quantity  still  there,  the 

Wammttia  remaining  to  prevent  its  being  burned. 

On  the  iJUth  I  again  dispatched  the  MmJ<jle  for  another  load,  giving 
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her  my  12-i>oiiridor  howitzer  in  addition  to  htu^  inittyory  of  two  ritlo 
guns  {not  an  effective  armament  for  ^ucli  work). 

From  the  eontrabands  ot»  Barrett's  Island,  Aeting  Master  Merianu 
commanding  the  Mii*lgi*\  learned  that  a  si:ht>oner  was  neereti^l  in  a 
creek  in  the  woods  ashort  distance  aVmve.  With  nmrli  pmmntnessht^ 
pushed  hisv^cssel  on  and  totik possession  of  thest'lii»oner,  whieli  proved 
to  bo  the  South4>ni  lidle^  of  Brunswick;  ttjwrd  her  to  tiie  rit*e  dcjait* 
and  brought  in  her  to  St,  Simon^s,  3jXK»  bushels  of  rice,  whiidi  I  have 
now  stored  in  suitable  hoiises. 

Thus  all  anxiety  is  removed  on  the  subject  of  frxwl  for  the  colony, 
The^  Madgie  vf\\\  again  tow  the  schooner  up,  and  if  possihin  procn!*e 
another  load.  It  might  Im^  dcsiniblo  to  have  it  sent  *o  other  point.s  on 
the  coast  for  the  iLse  of  contrabands. 

The  schooner  Soutkem  Ildk\  as  sht^  is  now  <'alh*d,  has  evidentlv  liad 
her  name  on  her  stern  altered  from  Nmihtrn  liflh^  to  Soudtmi  JitNr, 
A  reliel  flag  was  found  on  board,  but  no  papers;  she  is  said  to  be  owned 
by  a  Mr.  Stevens.  I  have  not  heard  that  he  is  engaged  in  tlie  rebel 
Army:  his  property  is  on  St.  Simon^s.  1  think  that  frinu  all  I  can 
learn  that  he  has  been  forced  torenn>ve  his  fandlv  ti»  tht*  inuinhxml;  at 
all  events  I  have  allowed  the  schooner  to  remain  In^re  for  such  servic^i 
as  she  can  be  put  to,  and  may  be  returned^  hhould  her  owner  provo 
himself  free  from  suspicion. 

1  send  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Acting  Lieutenant  ( Vimmanding  Wat* 
raough,  whom  I  directed  to  accompany  the  [Jifdhtfjion  (brougli  tfiOHHa* 
baw.  The  report  is  a  hurried  one,  but  I  think  will  prove  intoreittlng 
to  von  and  probably  sugge,stive. 

from  Barrett's  L^land,  the  Madgi^s  people  could  altnont  look  into 
the  windows  of  Darien;  the  place  is  quite  aesertfid.  It  is  singular  to 
me  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  t^>  burn  so  large  a  stotk  of  rice  tw  still 
remains  at  Barrett's  Island,  I  can  only  ac<-ount  for  it  by  the  absence 
of  soldiers  and  that  the  proprietors  do  not  destroy  their  prmxrrty. 
To  buni  the  rice  would  involv*e  a  large  amount  of  machinery  and  other 
valuable  property  connected  with  cleaning  and  stowing  the  ric^j  itself. 

The  {Stations  of  the  various  vessels  remain  aw  per  previous  niport. 
I  bave^  however,  given  directions  to  Lieut43nant  Commanding  wat- 
mougb  to  vkit  Oe^baw  Sound  and  the  Oge<?ch«?e  River  with  proper 
precaotion  and  when  he  can  do  !*a  without  neglecting  bi>»  other  poaUi. 
The  colonv  improves,  the  crops  grow  finely,  and  the  people  are  coo- 
tented,  'f  heir  large  impplies  on  band  now  hv  the  addition  of  the  rice 
leaver  tbem  nothing  to  rear  on  that  head,  i  enclose  a  oopy  of  notai 
on  tlie  colony  haatify  drawn  up  for  Captain  Golds borougb;  tbejr  may 
prove  of  some  interest  to  you. 

For  several  weeks  I  have  had  parties  of  from  twentr  to  thirty  men 
scoating  tJhe  island,  but  hear  notliing  more  of  the  rehelii  tajiding* 

I  haTie  aelected  twenty  men  from  the  ooloor  auitoble  for  noaltng 
purpoaea,  all  I  ooald  obtain.  I  bold  tbem  on  Doard  tfobjeet  lo  joor 
ofden. 

I  haTe  alflo  to  report  three  deaeiteri  from  the  rebel  armjr  at  Satmo* 

Caod  reiicieBt  your  orders  eoDcemin^  them. 
I  am,  rewj  respeetf  oUt^  yoor  omdieol  aenraoL 
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[Knclo«iifT>4  

[About  June  23,  1862.] 

Notes  un  the  c<donff  <il  ^  iSimonV 

A  guard  \n  kept  about  one-half  mile  horn  Hazzard'n  plaoe  and  alK>v0j 
the  Ijattery*  12  men,  6  on  wat^h  at  a  time;  it  would  !k?  well  to  .send  41 
men  from  the  settlement  at  the  light-house  to  increase  the  guard  to  SI 
eaeh  night.     Henry,  at  Hazzard\s,  is  suspected  by  the  people  that  havsl 
cx)me  from  the  main  and  are  living  at  Gaston's  [Gaj&eoinsJ  Bluff.     I  do| 
not  know  if  the  suspicions  are  ju^U  his  crops  are  now  in  the  ground^ 
and  he  should  l>e  looked  after.     I  do  not  doubt  that  the  rebel8  that 
landed  some  time  since  were  at  his  place;  he  says  he  never  saw  them^ 
but  did  notice  trat*ks.     He  never  reported  that  fact  until  questioned 
by  me.     Should  he  prove  doubtful,  he  should  be  removed  to  Gaston's . 
liliiff,  where  they  would  look  out  for  him.      The  railroad   iron  on  I 
Jekyl  is  not  all  removed;  might  be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  coali 
schooner.     Beef    killed  on  Jekyl  by  contrabands  once  a  week;  two 
head  is  enough;  the  rations  issued  amount  to  4  quartos  of  corn,  or  2 
quartos  of  hulled  rice.     If  bread  is  given  to  them  I  reduce  the  amount 
of  coni;  if  beans  with  rice,  give  no  corn.     The  beef  is  extra<     The 
green  beans  now  on  the  vines  might  be  picked  twice  a  week  and  served 
out.     Of  coui'se  when  that  is  dore  a  deduction  is  made  from  the  corn, 
be^muse  they  have  hud  more  of  that,  and  the  rice  is  l>etter  diet  at  this  - 
season^  and  the  supply  now^  un  hand  of  rice  is  very  great.     You  will  | 
have  to  tind  work  for  the  carpenters,  as  they  do  not  work  in  the  fields. 
1  would,  by  all  means,  put  up  some  new  houses  and  remove  tht*  blacks  ] 
from  Huller  King's.     That  place  might  be  used  for  other  purposes.  ^ 
I  send  a  list  of  p-oplc  to  go  to  Feruandina;  they  will  be  of  little  use  ' 
on  the  island.     Where  work  is  neglected  my  rule  has  been  to  stop  off 
the  mtion  of  beef  or  something  else;  and  1  have  also  placed  men  in 
irons  for  rjunishoient.     The  rule  w^orks  pretty  well.     There  are  aljout 
150  Imshelsof  corn,  5n  liushelsof  beans,  and,  with  the  cargo  now  land- 
ing, perhaps  H,fM)U  bushels  of  rice.     I  find  that  Hope  needs  pushing 
about  his  corn;  he  indulges  his  men  too  much  away  from  the  caro  of 
fields  and  In  fishing.     There  are  some  ten  famous  logs  for  makiug  pliuik 
at  Gaston's  fGascoins]  Bluff  and  as  nuich  more  at   Frederica;  quite 
enough  to  build  the  houses  we  spoke  of,  and  if  more  is  needed  plenty 
can  be  found  along  the  river  banks,  which  were  removed  from  the 
^* spiling'"' of  the  river.     Saturday  should  be  ^eneml  cleaning  day  in 
all  the  nouses  and  grounds  alMHit,  and  it  would  be  most  important  to 
have  a  proper  person  to  see  to  this,  but  you  will  find  that  you  will  have 
to  look  to  things  very  nuieb  yourself.     The  w<^rk  before  you  is  very 
troublesome,  you  may  rely  upon  it;  but  when  the  people  know  you  are 
about  they  will  do  pretty  well.     When  the  crops  liegin  to  ripen  it 
will  be  aljsohitely  necessary  to  place  guards  over  the  com,  melons, etc., 
and  to  make  the  guard  resix>nsible  for  any  theft. 

A  good  rule  would  be  to  [have]  all  the  vessels  blockading  above  to 
comedown  once  in  two  weeks,  endeavoring  to  have  one  down  when 
the  supply  vessel  comes  in,  the  Mad(/!e  relieving  them. 

For  toe  last  two  weeks,  and  since  the  rebels  have  landed.  I  have 
made  it  a  rule  to  send  out  bcnlics  of  twenty  or  thirty  uien  to  visit 
Frederica,  llai^za^d^s  place,  and  tu  locfk  ovci'  the  island,  of  course  with 
proper  officers  and   under  strict  military  rules.     Thus  far  I 
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killf^d  no  cattlp  on  this  island,  and  I  have  di.seouragcd  the  sale  of  chick- 
ens, e^gs^  et-e,,  even  to  the  ofBcers,  in  order  to  keep  up  a  supply, 
whieh  18  becoaiing  tolerably  abundant,  and  may  be,  in  the  roiirse  of 
time,  freely  used.     My  supplies  have  l>een  mostly  from  Pieree  Butler's 

H^place,  and  to  that  point  I  have  sent  once  a  week,  and  what  has  been 

^^F obtained  bus  genera !ly  eome  from  other  islands. 

The  contrabands  visiting  J eky I  Island  have  always  been  required  to 

■  come  and  obtain  permission,  nit^-ht  or  day. 
The  Ihirlingtons  distinguishmg  pennant  is  a  red  flag  at  the  fore. 
The  McArthur  eotton  gin  is  now  working,  and  requires  but  little  to 
put  it  in  complete  order,  and  all  the  cotton  can  l>e  shinned  and  sent 
north.  I  leave  some  domestic  goods  for  clothes  for  tSe  men  (most  in 
need  of  it);  the  women  are  well  supplied.     There  is  a  large  quantity 

»of  rice  stilt  on  Barrett's  Island,  Your  supply  on  hand  is  large  for  the 
colony;  siiould  you  require  more,  extim  precaution  should  be  taken  in 
procuring  it  frt>m  that  filace,  as  the  alarm  has  been  given. 

I  The  re  is  a  held  of  growing  corn  on  an  island  and  between  Sapelo 
Island  and  the  main,  wliich  can  be  reached  l)y  our  boats  without  trouble 
or  dafiger,  and  would  add  largely  to  your  supply  of  that  article. 
I  give  you  these  crude  notes  on  your  own  suggestion,  I  would 
also  remark  that  idleness,  improvidence,  theft,  and  a  disposition  to 
vagrancy  are  the  l^esetting  sins  of  the  contraband  race  on  the  island. 
There  are  some  marked  exceptions,  liowcver.  Your  utm<»st  cfffu'ts 
will  l>e  required  to  counteract  the  evil  cfl'ects  c»t'  the  alKive  vices  in  the 
colony*  The  trontrabands  have  cut  wood  for  the  use  of  the  steamer 
Dmiifi^km  in  her  pajs.sages  from  Fernandina  to  Fort  Royal,  to  he  paid 
for  at  a  certain  rate,  and  I  promised  a  supply  to  be  kept  on  hand. 

^S,  W.  GoDOiN, 
Ommmtnding  Naval  Force^  SL  Simmi^g. 
CV>mmander  Goldsborough. 
fder 
Fern 


tder  of  FUg-  Offi4)er  Du  PonU  U.  S.  Na^^y^  U  Commander  Le  Roy^ 
U,  S*  Navi/^  commanding   U*  S*   S.  Keystone  State  to  proceed  to 


^rece 
■  Cm 


Fe^iandina  an  transport  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
n^t  Royal  HaThm\  S.  €.,  Junc26\  1862. 
Sir;  You  will  proceed  at  once  without  delay  to  Fernandina  and 
.receive  from  the  Ikiwn  14  men,  who  were  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
1  Cvmhrlmid, 

The  paymaster  of  the  Dawn  will  take  iTassage  with  you  for  the  pur- 
se of  making  out  tiie  necessary  papers* 

You  will  also  receive  from  the  Thtrlhigton  a  master's  mate  and  sev- 
eral men,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Dawn^  to  f>e  returned  to  that  vessel. 
You  will  return  to  this  auehorage  mthout  de]a3%  bringing  with  you 
I      the  paymaster  of  the  Dawn, 
B  *Respectfullv,  etc., 

■  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

■  Flay- Office. 
H    Commander  W.  fi.  Le  Roy, 

■  IL  S.  S.  Keystone  State^  Port  Royal, 
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Reih^H  of  Flug-O^er  Ihi  I^mt,  C,  S*  Mwt/^  announdmf  tJi^^  arrlrm 
at  Port  Rcmd,  S.  C,  of  the  L\  S.  hark^ BrazUlera  and  U.  S.  S, 
South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wahash, 
Fbrt  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  a,  June  ^^  ISm, 
Sm:  I  have  tho  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  bart 
Bra^iera,  Acting  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie,  reported  at  Port  Royal  on 
the  18th  instimt  and  the  U,  S.  S.  SotUh  Carolina,  C\>nimander  Almy^ 
on  the  2Hth  iiifc^tant. 

Very  reapectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Fla4j-  Ojfioer^  Comdg,  South  Atiantic  Bl^^chadinq  Sqiujulron, 

Hon,  Gideon  Wkixes, 

Secretary  t>/  ths  Namf^  WashingtA^n, 


O}^^  of  Fl<ijg'Offi4>^  Dh  Pont^  U.  S,  No/mf^  to  Commander 
U.  A  JVim/^  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Jfohican^  to  proceed  to  Phi 
phia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

/%r/  Bof/al  ffarfm\  S.  C,  June  27,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  MoMean  under  jour  command  tol 
Feroandina  and  receive  from  the  Dtnrn^  Lieutenant  Coinniandingj 
Clary,  sueh  portion  of  her  erew  as  }>e longed  to  the  Cumberland^  theJ 
crew  of  that  nhip  having  been  paid  off  at  home. 

You  will  then  proeeed  otl'  Stono  and  connouuie^fite  with  Commanderi 
Drayton,  reeeivinir  from  him  all  un*n  wh*»se  times  are  out  before  tho 
iJOth  July,  doing  the  same  at  Charleston,  where  Commander  Marehand 
is  the  senior  offifer. 

Should  any  men  remain  after  filling  the  vacaneies  in  the  different 
sihips  of  those  wh*>  were  not  in  the  jfohiaui  on  the  ctjast  of  Africa, 
ineluding  raiirines,  you  will  transfer  them  all  to  \h^  James  Adger. 
partitnilar  about  aecounts  and  descriptive  li>it8. 

Having  perfomied  this  duty  you  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and 
report  your  return,  in  obedience  of  this  order,  to  the  *'omiiiandant  of 
the  Philadelphia  station,  and  through  the  latter  to  the  Scrretary  of 
the  Navy,  to  whom  I  will  waite  by  next  mail^  or  perhaps  have  a  letter 
for  him  to  meet  you  off  Stono  or  Charleston. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that  I  am  depriving  myself 
of  the  ser\'1ces  of  the  Monican  and  her  gallant  officers  and  tvrcw  with 
extreme  regret,  but  to  expose  the  latter  to  a  third  suumirr  on  this 
coast,  after  having  pabsecf  the  two  previous  ones  in  Africa,  would 
amount,  in  time  of  war,  almost  to  cruelty,  and  it  Is  heeause  I  hav^e 
heard  no  complaint  from  them  that  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  yield  to 
the  just  necessities  of  the  ca.se. 

Thanking  yourself  especially  for  vour  indefatigable  zeal  and  energy 
in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  while  in  command  of  the  Mohican  and 
of  divisions  of  this  squadron  separated  from  my  flag,  I  am, 
Respectfully,  etc.^ 

S.  F.  Du  POKT, 

J^iug-  O^eer. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  *y.  Mohican^  Port  Rot/oL 
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eport  of  Lieid'tmanf  WicJiof^on^  U.  S,  A^aty,  (ynnnmnding    U,  S,  S* 
%aac  Smithy  regarding  affairs  in  the  incimty  of  Jat^kMnwiU-e^  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
SL  JfdurM  Bh\^r,  Etmt  Florida^  Juris  27,  188^. 

SiRt  On  the  24th  iDHtant  I  proi'aeded  tip  the  river  as  far  as  Jack- 
sonville, kndiiitj  Mr.  Burritt  (who  miue  here  in  the  Amermi)  under  a 
fla^  of  triiee.  riiero  were  no  troops  in  town,  }>iit  the  next  day  about 
20(i  arrived  Colonel  Hately,  the  eoniniandinfr officer,  aj^reed  with  rae 
that  he  would  ereet  no  hatti?ries  within  a  nul(*ot'  the  town  without  tirst 
giving  lue  notice  of  his  intention  so  to  do.  I  t^aine  down  the  river  the 
next  day,  Numters  of  eontrubandi*  continue  to  come  in,  I  bouse  and 
feed  tiheiu  on  shore,  allowiuj^  their  owners,  on  application,  if  thej 
satisfy  me  that  they  are  not  diwloyal,  to  go  on  shore  and  get  them  if 
they  can*  eum  no  aA'^i.^tanee  is  given  them.  Thus  far  hut  two  persons 
have  been  allowed  thi.s  privilege.  Refugees  also  couie  in,  both  male 
and  female,  white  and  bfaek.  Attempts  having  been  made  to  run  the 
free  blacks  into  the  interior,  sevend  have  i'ome  to  me  for  protection. 
I  have  sent  to  Fernandina  this  day  fnur  white  and  eleven  bliM-k  refugees, 
al«o  fifteen  contrabands.  1  should  like  X(\  ha\'c  s*>me  instructions  on 
this  eontiuband  question.  I  send  a  number  tjf  requisitions  for  provi- 
sions. The  Un€<is^B,iim  here  without  supplies  and  I  furnished  her  from 
this  re^sseb  I  also  send  a  siek  man  from  the  PitfrfHm,  Enclosed  is  a  report 
from  the  officers  of  the  P^droim  making  serious  (charges  against  tiieir 
commanding  officer;  also  a  letter  from  him  tisking  fV»r  an  investigation. 

George  Huston,  the  murden^r  of  Lieut4mant  Sprostan,  died  from  the 
eflfects  of  liis  wounds  un  the  li^th  instant,     1  delivered  his  body  to  his 
'e.     Every  tiling  is  tpiiet  in  the  river. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  semmt, 

J.  W.  A.  NiCHOLSOK, 

Lieutenant  Comvmndlng, 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantw  Blochlg.  Squadron^  Port  Royal^  S,  C 

P.  S,^ — Since  writing  the  above*  a  flag  of  truce  c*ame  from  Jackson- 
ville with  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  forw^ard,  also  of  my  reply. 
Respectfully, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson. 

Headquakters  Peovistonal  Forces, 
Depaktment  East  Middle  Florida, 
Fifth  Reghiu^nt  F/w^id^j  VohmUef^H,  June  ^7,  1SG2. 
Sie:  1  have  submitted   to  the   general   commanding  this  military 
department  the  terms  entered  into  lietween  us  on  the  25th  instant  in 
i*efation   to   tlie   erection  of    batteries  within    1    udle  of  the  market 
place  in  Jm^ksonviHe.     He  disapproves  of  the  arrangement,  and  it 
therefore  becomes  my  dtity  to  notify  you  that  the  agreement  must 
henceforth  be  considered  as  of  no  etfeet. 

The  general  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  tJireat  of  shelling 
our  undefended  town,  containing  only  women  and  children,  is  not  con- 
sbteut  with  the  usages  of  war  between  civilized  nations. 
Respectfully, 

John  C.  Hately, 
Colwiel^  Cbnmiandmg 
Captain  Nicholson,  U,  S,  Navy, 

Commanding.  St*  John's  Jiit}er* 
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U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Jo/ins  River,  East  Florida,  June «7,  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  stating  that  the  agreement 
of  the  25th  instant  in  recfard  to  the  erection  of  batteries  within  a  mile 
of  the  market  house  at  Jacksonville  was  disapproved  of  by  the  general 
commanding. 

Will  you  infonn  the  general  that  no  threat  has  been  made  of  shell- 
ing the  town  containing  women  and  children.  On  the  contrar}^  mv 
request  was  made  that  no  batteries  should  be  erected  there  for  the 
express  purpose  of  saving  them  from  the  horrors  of  war.  Of  course 
so  long  as  the  gunboats  are  not  fired  upon  from  that  vicinity  the  town 
is  safe  from  the  shells  of  the  gunboats. 

I  am,  respectfull3%  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer,  St.  John!%  Rimer. 

Colonel  John  C.  Hatelt. 


Report  of  Commander  MuHany^  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
RietivtUe^  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Jm^niing  Star,  off  WUvaing' 
ton^  X.  C,  June  27,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  BlENTILLE, 

Off  Frying  Pan  Shoah,  Cape  Fear,  June  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  1  captured  this  day,  about 
25  miles  southeast  of  Wilmington,  IJs.  C,  the  sc*hooner  Mon\ing  Star, 
showing  English  colors,  and  claiming  to  belong  to  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence. She  cleared  at  Nassau  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  has 
a  cargo  of  salt,  acids,  copperas,  etc. 

1  fell  in  wiUi  and  stood  for  her  about  4:30  a.  m.  She  was  then 
heading  to  the  southward,  but  immediately  afterwards  wore  and  stood 
to  the  northward  and  westward,  toward  Wilmington.  An  examination 
of  her  papers  satisfied  me  that  her  register  was  spurious,  as  there  was 
no  official  authentic*ation  on  it.  This  fact,  together  with  her  prox- 
imitv  to  the  United  States,  her  being  entirely  out  of  her  course  for 
St.  «Tohn,  and  her  attempting  to  escape,  determined  my  i^^urse  in  making 
the  capture. 

I  have  sent  the  sc*hooner  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Rogers  of  this  ship,  assisted  by  a  crew  of  five  men.     I 
sent  home  as  witnesses  the  late  supercargo  and  one  of  the  crew.     The 
balance  of  the  crew,  three  in  numWr,  1  nave  on  boai"d  this  ship. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sersaut, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Hhh^kading  Squadron.  Port  Royal,  S.  C 


Order  of  Commander  ^fullanu,  T.  N.  Xac9/.  to  Acting  Mazier  Rogers, 
l\  S.  2\\nys  to  imnytd  to  Philadelphia  in  amimand  of  prize  Mam' 
ihij  Star. 

V.  S.  S,  Bienville, 
Off  Frt/ihij  I\in  Shtnds.  CajH  Ftar.  June  27. 1862. 
8ik:  In  addition  to  the  printed  instructions  handed  to  vou  for  your 
KUV0rniuou(  In  rolatiou  to  Uio  prize  schoiHior  Morn  i no  Star.  I  have  to 
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direct  that  yon  will  piocrod  in  the  luivv  ytird  nl  l^fnlmlrlphiti  witli  tUv 
prize.  Yon  will  take  tUv  hitt*  iiiiLstor,  su[H^nnu>f<»,  and  iiuitv  lumyo  willi 
you  as  witii*\sses  in  the  aisc,  iind  hold  thcni  in  cu.^tndy  iiiiJil  U!iflitH'i/tHl 
l>y  tho  f'oiniiiandant  tif  ih*'  navy  yard  tn  i'(»K*hsc  tlicni. 

Irons  will  he  put  on  himrd  the  j>rize,  and  if  yini  dtn^iii  it  neeoHsury 
for  the  better  ?!eeiirity  of  the  veMsel  you  avr  iiuth<iriz(Ml  hi  plaee  tlie 
witn€\s8e8  in  ooniinernent. 

I  have  requested  the  S<>eretury  of  the  Navy  t<*  orcjer  ytnirHelf  and 
crt^w  hmck  U)  this  ship^  and  I  trust  yoii  will  uho  3'oiir  endeiivorn  to  eurry 
out  my  wishes  at  an  early  date. 

Respeetfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

-L  K.  M.    MULLANY, 

Vonmumder, 
Acting  Master  John  A.  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Present, 


Mepart  of  Flofj-  Officer  Du  Poni^  U.  S.  Nmfy^  of  the  capimre  of  the 
Jforfif/tfj  Star  hy  f/t^  U.  S.  S.  Bienmlle^  cmnmanded  Ity  Oofmna/nd4nr 
MuUany^  /^.  *S\  Navy. 

Flagwhip  VVabahk, 
Port  Rfiynl  IInr}xn\  S\  a,  June  28,  ISet. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  tJie  Depailment  that  the  liitrnvUXe^ 
kttnmander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  arrived  at  rort  Royal  thb  monruig  to 
ajoin  this  squadron. 
On  her  way  she  captured  ye^fterday  the  Hcbwinor  Mtyming  Star^ 
showing  English  colors^  with  a  cargo  of  milt,  acidji*  coptjcnyi,  eti**^ 
about  25  niile^  soutfaeiLst  of  Wilmington.     Commander  Mullany  ban 
informed  the  Department  of  the  partfcukn^. 

Ver\"  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  bervaot^ 

S.  K.  Dtr  Pcnrr, 
F'lag-Ojficer*  Oomdg,  Sf^dh  AtlmUi^:'  BUnJc^iding  Sfuadrmi, 

Hon.  GfDBOX  Welles, 

S^m^dary  of  the  Jletry^  W*Mftifu/Ufft, 


S€pf>rt  cf  Ckfmmmndfr  Mar^imd^  C,  S.  Sfi^^Bmufr  fifficar  ^ff  Chmim* 
Um^  S.  C,  frammuiUmff  Ttwri  of  Li^ruienatU  Up§hur^  rtmmu^imJU^ 
agaimi  ike  prmmee  of  IT,  B,  Jf,  S\  Bacer  mtymf  the  Uoetmlmf 

17.  Su  &  Jamu  Axkhex, 

Sim:  Herewitb  I  haTe  tlte  bonor  to  fanrard  a  uwwiiiniinlhw  tram 
Lientenajit  QjnwiMirtfaig  Up^faur  i«  rglaiimi  u>  ^bm  prmmct  of  fhe 
Briliili  atcsam  abopof  vmr  Ak^t. 

Is  maHngtfca  report  lifiitr— t  iUmmmmUmf  Updmr  haa  Aowa 
his  usual 
i^     Witfcfi 
^^KflKNi  ivCBtfira  1 
^Vfirat  ioip 
[       watchecCMxiHi  aw  fi  aiHufarf  tibt  it 


t0, 1  witBflBM  H  oijraaliy  bttMf  st  aiifoor  iKari  asd  siir 
VH  to  tUak  It  ft  mffmCb^U  wMned  ffiiillr  » I 
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Captain  Lyons,  of  the  Racer ^  had,  on  a  previous  visit,  been  requested 
by  me  not  to  show  lights  at  night,  as  it  might  be  the  means  of  draw- 
ing a  fire  from  some  of  our  vessels,  and  on  his  present  visit  he  volun- 
teered to  tell  me  that  he  would  avoid  showing  any.  I  have  yet  had  no 
other  complaint,  as  he  has  shown  a  willingness  to  conform  to  the 
blockading  instructions. 

The  position  that  the  Racer  occupies  is  within  our  lines,  which  I 
have  thought  a  proper  one,  as  it  does  not  afford  opportunities  for  per- 
sons going  to  her  under  a  flaff  of  truce  to  examine  closely  our  vessels. 
During  the  recent  visits  of  the  foreipi  vessels  of  war  Rvruddo  and 
Reiiaud'tn  both  anchored  without  our  hues  under  the  lee  of  the  Rat- 
tlesnake Shoal,  as  gales  were  blowing  and  the  water  was  thought 
smoother. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 
Commatider  and  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-OflScer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Uommanding  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad/ron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
Off  Charleston^  S.  (7.,  June  »8,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  last  night,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9 
o'clock,  it  was  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  of  the  deck  that  the  Eng- 
lish veijsel  of  war  Raci^^  now  lying  within  our  lines,  exhibited  a  very 
large  and  brilliant  light  for  some  seconds  and  then  flashed  the  same 
five  distinct  times.  The  aforementioned  officer  and  others  who  wit- 
nessed this  supposed  it  to  have  been  a  signal  to  the  shore.  I  can 
scarcely  credit  this,  but,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  the  presence  of  this  ship 
among  our  blockading  squadron  is  to  me,  one  of  the  commanders, 
exceedingly  embarmssmg. 

The  Racer  had  exposea  lights  during  the  whole  of  last  night,  which 
might  serve  as  a  guide  to  vessels  running  the  blockade. 

I  protest,  therefore,  that  the  efficiency  of  this  vessel  to  prevent  the 
egress  or  ingress  of  vessels  attempting  the  blockade  is  greatly  im- 
paired by  the  immediate  presence,  during  the  night,  of  any  foreign 
vessel,  and  I  beg  that,  if  in  consonance  with  3' our  views,  the  jBa<?e?r  be 
removed  farther  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshub, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Commander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Sen  lor  Officer  Present^  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand^  U.  S.  Namf^  oommumdm/g  U.  S.  8. 
James  Adger ^  of  the  departure  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Racer  for  Charleston^ 
and  regarding  the  English  steamer  Memphis. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adgeb, 
Off  Charleston,  June  £8,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  H.  B.  M.  steam  sloop  of 
war  Racer  left  her  anchorage  outside  and  went  into  Charleston  Harbor 
this  evening. 
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Yesterday  her  eomraancler.  Captain  Lyons,  called  iind  mformed  me 
that  the  steamer  which  .suceeeded  in  running  the  blockade  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  instant,  and  reported  to  you,  was  the  English  ate^Jiier 
Memphu^  of  about  800  ton.^.  Delieacy  prevented  my  asking  abrupt 
questions  as  to  the  ciirgo. 

Captain  Lyons  also  ^^ave  the  gratify intj  information  from  Mr.  Bunch, 
the  British  consul,  that  no  other  vessel  liad  for  a  length  of  time  suc- 
ceeded in  violntiiiir  the  blockade,  Iwund  either  in  or  out. 
I  luii,  sir,  most  resi>ectfull3^,  your  obedient  servant, 

-L  B.  Mai^chand, 
Cmnm under  and  Senior  Officer* 
Fkg-Offieer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cammandin^  Smith  AtlmUU^  Bhjckadmg  Squadnm, 


Report  ofActmq  Mmter  61llespu\  U.  S,  No/vy^  cr/mmmidin^  U'.  S.  Jmrk 
Brazil ierUy  of  the  capture  oftfhc  i^clijfymier  Chance. 

U.  S»  Babk  BrazHiIera, 
_  Wasm^f^  Smmd,  Jum  2S,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  tliis  morning 
off  thi^  plufc,  by  a  boat  from  this  vessel,  of  the  schoonei"  Chant't\  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  pretending  to  l>e  bound  to  Baltimore. 
She  was  in  sight  yesterday  afterno(jn,  and  tiiis  uiorning  was  apparently 
standing  in  to  this  anchorage,  but  she  changed  her  course,  and  her 
movements  otherwise  ap|Kniring  suspicious  1  sent  a  boat  which  detained 
her,  and  I  afterwards  captured  her  for  attempting  to  violate  the  block- 
ade. She  was  formerly  the  A///;////  Jtd/a,  of  t'harleston,  S.  C.  Her 
master  pretended  that  he  had  lost  his  reckoning,  but  the  wind  had  been 
fair  for  hiui  if  bound  to  Baltimore  since  when  tirst  seen.  Her  cargo 
is  28n  sacks  of  salt,  no  mark,  consigned  to  J*  G.  Meulet,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.  J  send  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication,  and  send  as  prize 
master  A*^ ting  Mast4>r\s  Mate  W.  H.  Roberts  and  four  men.  I  nave 
taken  from  the  siihooner  three  negroes,  leaving  of  the  original  crew 
the  master  and  tw' o  negroes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  GlLLESFIK, 

Acting  Master.  Cmnmanding  U*  S,  Bark  Braziliera. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Navy. 


Report  of  Asmstunt  Boutelh\  U.  S.  Ctmst  Survey^  cammanddfiy  if,  S* 
ihoift- Survey  steamer  BiM,  regarding  operations  on  the  South 
^Ulmitic  coast  fi'om  Ifbvembet^  ISGI^  to  June  M,  1862^  tra^ismiitmg 
detail^  report. 

U.  S.  S,  Bibb, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  June  ^8,  1862. 
Sik:  I  enclose  with  this  a  report  comprising  a  summar}^  account  of 

the  duties  in  which  we  have  been  emploved  since  November  last. 
The  buoy  vessel  S.   C.  Steele^  Captain  Gai-field,  is  at  Stono  Bar, 

where  she  answers  the  purpose  of  a  light-boat  at  night  and  a  medium 
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of  coiiinuinication  h>etween  your  vessels  outride  iind  the  i*qiiadron  under 
Captjtin  i^i-avton  in  th*^  river. 

The  cuptain  nnd  mat^  also  pilot  into  the  river  all  the  iiaval  aud  arm}^ 

vessels  iirrivintij-  there. 

The  ymy  of  the  ve^i^el  and  crew  is  $25  per  day*  Captain  Drayton 
considers  that  her  value  to  the  naval  vessels  in  her  present  position 
amounts  fully  to  that,  in  which  opinion  I  fully  concur.  But  she  is  of 
ei^j^ual  service  to  the  army,  and  at  least  one- half  the  expense  of  main- 
taining her  should  be  Ixirne  by  the  Quarterniai^ter's  Department  of  the 
Arniy, 

As  this  vesi^el  ha^  been  under  my  general  direction  since  her  charter 
e4>mmcnccd,  on  tlie  *21Hh  March  last,  I  beg  your  instructions  as  to  her 
disposal  after  niy  departure  fi>r  the  N<»rth. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

CllAS,  O.  BOUTELLE, 

AHStstant^  U*  S,  Coast  Suri}t*p, 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  I>u  Font,  U;  S.  Navy, 

Cojnmandfng  Smdh  Atiuntle  ^hj*?ka(tfng  Sqiutdf^n, 

[Enelomire.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 
Part  Royal,  &  a.  Jiuu^  ^,  1862. 

SiRi  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  sunuimry  of  the  oper- 
ations in  whirh  the  Coast  Survey  steamers  J  inn  and  BiMt  and  the 
schooner  Arago  have  been  engaged  while  forming  a  part  of  your 
squadron,     v 

The  tirst  duties  in  which  we  were  engaged  on  our  arrival  on  the  4th 
November,  1861,  were  in  the  temporary  buoying  of  the  South  Chan- 
nel into  thin  harbor  and  the  pilotage  r^ver  the  bar  of  your  fleet  and  of 
the  anny  trans^xirt  tleet  accompanying  it.  After  the  action  of  Novem- 
ber 7  liad  given  us  quiet  poH,scssioii  of  the  buy  we  were  occupied  iu 
local  surveys  until  the  24th  Noveniber,  when  we  accompanied  the  Paw- 
nee and  other  vessels  of  your  squadron  to  St,  Helena  Siiiund,  whii'h  we 
buoyed  temporarily,  and  where  we  piloted  the  armed  vessels  about  the 
MOund  luul  up  the  connecting  rivpi"^.  Surveys  and  dmwings  w^ere  also 
made  of  all  the  rettel  forts  takrn  pn^^rssion  of  by  the  navaf  force.s. 

Early  in  December  we  acconqjanicd  another  expedition  to  St.  Hel- 
ena  and  took  the  sloop  of  war  iJith  up  Morgan  Kiver  and  through  Far- 
rotH  Creek  to  her  station  off  Otter  Island.  On  the  ISth  of  the  same 
month  we  acconqmnied  the  Piunur  and  >Sr'thrtf  in  taking  iK»ssession  of 
North  and  South  Edisto  rivers  and  in  driving  out  a  rebel  force*  from 
their  encampment  at  Kockvilk%  on  Wadmelaw  Island.  Returning  from 
thi>i  expedition,  we  surveyed  and  pennauL^ntly  buoyed  the  South  and 
Southeast  chamicis  into  this  bay.  On  the  arrival  of  the  light-ship  we 
indicated  the  i^KJsition  for  her  to  occupy  and  assisted  in  mooring  her, 
and  made  out  the  sailing  directions  for  entering  this  port> 

I  also  superinteDdcd  the  surveys  of  Skull  Creek  and  Broad  River. 

The  ///M  arrived  in  January  to  take  the  place  of  the  V/urn^  which 
latter  vessel  had  become  disabled  and  was  sent  to  New  York, 

In  r'onq)liance  with  directions  from  you  1  prcx*eeded  to  survey  and 
Imoy  the  channels  into  Tybee  and  Calibogue.  The  work  was  much 
impeded  by  bad  weather,  which,  indeed,  has  been  a  never  ending 
source  of  trouble  and  delay  since  the  present  year  began,  I  have  had 
many  years  of  observation  and  experience  in  this  region,  and  have 


J 


80LTTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRUN. 


153 


known   hut  one  yenr   (1>>57)  of  8iieh  continuouM   hliLstfi'in^^  and   un- 
plo n sa  1 1 1  Wi'ii  the  v. 

Wt>  nt*xt  siirvtL*yt"fl  and  biio>*od  Wa,^siiw  Jtur  nnd  Channel.  Keturn- 
iiig  to  Port  Royal  on  tlic  Hth,  you  dirertrd  me  to  escort  a  transport 
steamer  with  troops  tt>  North  Kdisto,  and  to  huoy  tiiat  eliannel  perma- 
nently. We  labored  steailily  at  this  work  for  a  fortnight,  hut  were 
nnalde  to  ^i^t  buoys  down  on  aertumt  of  fogs,  ^U 08,  and  heavy  8ea. 
Indeed,  during  the  entire  month  of  February,  we  had  but  five  day» 
»uitaJde  for  surveying  cm  outside  bars. 

During  the  first  part  of  your  absenee  at  Fernandina  we  remained 
at  Fort  KovaL  The  steam  transjxjrt  MiMs!,^si/fpi  arrived  there  Mareh  2 
in  distress,  having  or»  board  Major-Gene  ml  Butler  and  1,4<M)  soldiers, 
hound  to  the  Gidf.  The  ^^uperintendenee  of  hi*r  repairs  fell  upon  U8, 
hy  dirretion  of  Captain  C-  S,  Boggs,  U.  S.  Navy,  nenioi'  naval  oifieer 
at  Port  Koyal.  We  were  inigaged  for  eleven  days  upon  them,  and 
tinally  sueeeeded  in  stopping  the  hmk  and  getting  the  vessel  to  sea  in 
good  order.  I  also  supplied  General  Butler  with  a  Coa^st  Survey  sail- 
ing master,  who  had  twelve  years'  experienee  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

By  yoin*  direetion  I  went  to  Fernandina  after  its  eapture  and  sur- 
veyed and  buoved  the  bar,  repoiling  sailing  direetions  to  you  on  tbo 
22cl  Jlareh.  We  here  obtained  tweh  e  hui>ys  and  sixteen  ear  wheels 
for  use  as  sinkers,  I  also  visited  fJaeksonville  and  itrought  awav 
thirteen  fnioys  and  a  quantity  of  mooring  ehain8,  leaving  there  the  bell 
buoy  and  a  couple  of  wot»den  river  buoys. 

On  tln^  last  week  in  Mareh  we  surveyed  and  lmo3^ed  the  ehannel  into 
St.  Simon's  Sound  and  n^nrned  to  Fort  Royal  on  the  27th.  On  the 
30th  we  went  to  St.  Simon's  with  dispatehes  to  the  Mohican,  return- 
ing on  tin'  1st  of  April. 

On  the  5th  April  I  weid  to  St.  Helena  in  the  buoy  tender  and  surveyod 
and  Imoyetl  that  hay,  sending  the  i?/i/s  under  her  executive  oflieer,  Mr. 
Piatt,  to  Mos(piifo  Inlet  with  dispatehes  and  provisions  for  your  vej3- 
sek  at  that  plare  and  St.  Augustine.  She  returned  on  the  Ittli,  and 
afterwards  took  you  to  Fort  Pulaski.  I  retunu^d  to  heron  the  isth 
and  went  with  her  to  St.  Helena  atid  North  Edisto,  eompleting  the 
surveys  and  buoying  of  those  places.  Retundng  to  Fort  Royal 
on  the  HOth,  I  rt^portrd  to  you  sailing  directions  for  St,  Helena  and 
North  Edisto,  and  went  to  Savaiuiah  River,  where  we  sounded  around 
the  wrecks  sunk  by  the  rebels  in  the  river  opposite  Foit  Pulaski,  and 
also  re-marked  the  ehannel  from  Tybee  Roads  to  Calibogue  Sound. 
After  reporting  to  you  ujK>n  this  work  on  the  Tth  May  I  received  3'our 
orders  to  buoy  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal  off  Charleston. 

This  w^as  executed  on  the  ItJtb  and  11th,  and  1  reported  upon  it  to 
you  on  the  12th  Mav. 

On  the  18th  1  took  dispatchers  to  you  otf  Charleston  and  aftei-wards 
sounded  and  buoyed  the  channel  over  Stono  Bar  and  piloted  the  gun- 
boats Ufiadllki,  Ottawa,  and  I^inhma  over  the  liar  and  up  the  river, 
when  they  took  possession  of  it  on  the  19th.  On  the  2oth  one  of  our 
working  parties,  while  surveying  a  rebel  work,  captured  a  picket  of 
the  rebels  and  brought  away  six  prisoners* 

We  returned  here  on  the  2lHt  and  have  since  then  been  steadily 
engaged  in  duties  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Navy  and 
Army  at  Stooo  and  James  Island.  We  have  made  a  thorough  survev 
of  that  dangeroujs  bar,  and  the  chart  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  our  work 
can  be  reduced.     I  have  been  per&onally  employed  in  various  ways 
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under  Captain  Drayton,  and  did  not  leave  Stono  River  until  all  neces- 
sity for  my  personal  lot*al  knowledge  had  eeased.  Other{?i  have  now 
learned  all  and  more  than  1  could  impart. 

The  time  for  whieh  my  crew  were  shipped  tjeing  about  to  expire,  I 
came  here  by  Captain  Dray  ton  V  peru]ission  to  ask  you  to  allow  me  to 
^o  north  for  a  new  crew  and  for  nuieh -needed  repiirs  to  this  \es8eL 

The  exeessive  heat  renders  it  dangerous  to  earry  on  our  surveys  in 
boats,  and  the  present  prospect  of  a  Inll  in  the  iitorm  of  war  in  this 
quartei"  seems  to  offer  a  gCKXi  opportmuty  to  effect  our  object. 

In  the  operations  of  which  1  Dave  given  a  meager  outline  we  have 
pnt  down  tifty-four  buoys  in  nine  different  localities  and  bive  run 
between  200  and  30U  miles  of  soundings,  exclusive  of  the  work  done 
by  the  schooner  Amifo^  acting  under  my  directions,  in  charge  of  Sub- 
assistant  W.  S.  Edwards,  of  the  Coast  Survey.  This  vessel  has  sur- 
veyed Skull  Creek,  Calibogiie  Sound,  Broad  River,  and  Beaufort 
River.  Mr.  Edwards  has  also  assisted  me  in  the  survey  of  Stono 
River.  The  Arago,  having  lieen  steadily  engaged  in  hydrographie 
openitions,  has  run  about  300  miles  of  soundings  in  the  above  places. 
Both  vessels  have  more  than  DO, 000  casta  of  the  lead  recorded. 

The  most  laborious  pail  of  oui"  duties  has  Ijeen  the  sounding  out  and 
buoying  of  the  channels  leading  into  the  more  prominent  harbors 
along  tlic^  coast  where  your  fleet  ha\'e  taken  possession,  and  as  the 
system  of  linoyage,  which  I  have  adopttid  with  your  sanction  and 
approval,  differs  somewhat  from  the  usual  practice  of  the  Light- 
House  Board,  I  beg  to  quote  f  I'om  a  former  report  a  short  notice  of 
my  method: 

I  have  ewleavurerl  to  earry  out  my  it  leas  of  pmipiifieation  in  bnovage  by  making 
each  entrants  either  a  i^itarlxjard  or  tx>rt  hanil  t4iaiHiel,  with  buoy^of  the  name  colon 
I  til  119  avoid  confiLsion  in  the  luinJ  iti  the  straii^f  r  by  using  urdy  one  cx>lor  in  the 
Kame  rhannel.  In  all  vst^e^  thtf  buovn  are  between  the  vest^el  and  the  chief  daiiger. 
I  think  it  better  to  indicate  eailing  fines  tiy  l)miys  ml  tier  than  dangers*.  The  latter 
are  negative  gnidc^.  A  man  hxtke  t*j  a  finger  poat  tu  tell  him  which  way  to  go,  not 
w  tie  re  not  to  p). 

1  can  not  elose  this  report  without  expressing  my  deep  sense  of 
obligation  and  gratitude  for  the  kindly  eoufsiderution,  support,  and 
pro  tee  t  ion  whieh  you  have  unifoi*mly  extended  to  the  coast  nurvey 
>arties  under  my  direction  whieh  have  been  attached  to  your  scpiadron, 
f  we  have  wiieeeeded  in  doing  anything  to  help  on  the  causae  whieh  we 
all  have  so  much  at  heart,  our  suceesM  is  mainlv  due  to  the  generoiLs 
support  and  assi.^tanee  whieh  we  have  received  fiT)m  j-ourself  and 
from  every  officer  of  vour  squadron,  without  exception,  with  whom 
we  have  been  brought  in  contact  in  the  course  of  our  labors* 
Yourtj,  respectfully, 

ChAS.  O,   BoUTELLE, 

AmL  U.  S.  C.  ^.,  Chmdg.  CkHZ^t  Survey  Partie.^  in  S.  C*  m\d  6a. 

Fkg-Officer  a  F,  Du  Pont,  U.  a  Navy, 

€i/mmanding  South  Atlantic  Blocmding  Sguadrmi, 
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Order  ^f  Flmf^Ogk^  Dm  FkmL  ^.  &  Nmm^  $»  li^^mmU  W^th, 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  WmtMta  under  yoitriH^miimmi 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  bUx^kading  duty  to  Coiunmiuler  Mar 
ehaiid,  of  the  C  S,  S.  Jamm  Adgcr^  sjctiior  oflicer* 
Respectful! \%  etc., 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Wbll& 


Order  of  Commander  Draytmi^  U,  8.  iVaw,  ^>  Afiimj  Mnnt^^  Sfk4tt% 
U.  S,  No/vy^  commmiding  U*  S,  S,  A\  Jf,  Halt\  to  jtrotvt**/  la  I^ni 
Eoyal,  &\  a 

Sir:  You  will  cross  the  tmr  tfj-n»orro\v  nioniin^'  aiul  pructMMl  tn  INni 
Royal  witbout  [more]  delny  thim  may  be  iHHn\Msiirv  t*>  coiHiiminiiiU^ 
with  the  iVttbfiH/i,  on  hotird  of  wliieh  ve.ssrl  ytm  will  liiid  (lu'  lliiif  ulU- 
cer,  Hiid  whit*h  you  will  prolnilily  «ee  olf  t  ■hniiestoii  or  inert  on  y**Hr 
wtt}^  to  Port  Koyal. 

You  will,  on  urri%'aL  report  yournelf  to  the  llii^  oHiiver,  o\\  in  lii/^ 
absence,  the  senior  othcer  in  port, 

Ver}^  rei3|>eet fully,  your  obedient  Hervarit, 

P.  DitArTrm, 

_  Acting  Master  A.  T.  Snell, 

ChmTfianding  StmnuT  Ilalej  Stmw  Rmer. 


Order  of  Flaff-()fflfCer  Da  Pont^  fL  S.  Nam/,  to  Atmlniamt  Jlmdtlh,, 
U^  S.  CiHMt  Swrmy^  mmmnndlmj  U,  H,  V*MBt'Surmy  »team*:r  H*hh, 
U>  proceed  to  Hampton  RoadM^  Vtrgima. 

J^/rt  Royal  I/ar^Mfr,  S\  a,  June  30,  /Wg. 
Sib:  You  wiU  proceed  with  the  U.  S*  H.  ///M,  nnder  yjtir  e/ifu- 
mudi,  to  Hampton  Eottds,  gtofiplii^  on  ^-otir  way  at  North  VAiAft^ 
Stooo^  and  Omrlestoo,  cammunicating  with  tJia  cooifliafidiriK  offiiiTi* 
at  tbcee  plaeea,  and  delivering  all  maiU  and  alaraa  pot  tj^d'^r  ymif 
cbajge. 

U  will  gire  me  pleaaure  in  InuMiiistliiig  jroor  variotu  rppnrtu  to 
the  Secretef7  of  tbe  KaTT  to  imll  aUeotioo  to  Ibe  wmtwi  muA  t^mt'mu' 
oammrnam  of  tbe  ¥qm^  of  tbe  CotuA  Sturey  nioee  titej  baire  li«5#?f» 

aWailiiil  to  tbia  nouadim^  aad  peitaciilailir  to  tbe  weaX  mad 

wlU  yoQ  fcftve  wiwmfm  aMbited,  oot  onlj  fai  the  egeegjioii  of  cbr 
lo  the  CcMt  Swrey  bat  IB  aidiv  Che  ioqi^^ 

by  iMJiiiag  with  yoiitr  Mt  kjnowledge  tl^- 

fwiooi  l««  Md  eaCerioy  Ihe  aSeiilt^^ 

ftobe' 
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You  will  pleaifo  convev  to  those  associated  with  you  my  appreciation 
and  commendation  of  their  services,  and  which  I  purpose  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

The  buoy  vessel  o.  C\  Steele  will  be  left  in  charge  for  the  present 
of  Conmiander  Drayton,  the  senior  officer  in  Stono,  until  I  can  give 
further  directions. 

Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Oficer. 
Ckptain  C.  O.  Botttelle, 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb^  Assistant  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 


Order  of  Flag-Offijcer  Du  Pofit^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Comnuinder  Ahny^ 

U.  S.  y^avy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina^  to  proceed  off 

Mosquito  Inlet^  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor^  S.  C.  June  SO,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina 
under  your  command  on  Mosquito  Inlet  and  take  charge  of  the 
blockade  there. 

On  your  way  look  out  for  any  steamers  approaching  the  coast,  par- 
ticularly such  as  may  be  steering  square  on,  as  we  are  aware  that  there 
are  a  ^ood  number  now,  or  lately,  at  Nassau  prepared  to  run  the 
blockade. 

You  will  find  the  Wyandotte  off  Mosquito  [Inlet],  and  whenever  it 
becomes  necessary,  either  from  want  of  provisions  or  other  cause,  you 
can  send  the  Wyandotte  to  this  port. 

The  bar  there  is  a  shallow  one.  Before  the  rebellion  it  was  resorted 
to  for  live  oak  bv  the  United  States  contractors,  and  a  laree  quantity 
was  burned  by  the  rebels  after  our  visit.  My  object  in  blockading  it 
is  that  arms  have  been  transshipped  at  Nassau  into  small  vessels  landed 
at  New  Smyrna,  on  the  inlet.  The  steamer  Cecile^  drawing  6  feet, 
landed  last  winter  a  cargo  of  Entield  rifles. 

I  shall  communicate  with  you  once  between  the  supply  ships,  by 
one  or  the  other  of  the  pilot  Boats,  and  forward  your  mans. 

You  will  receive  herewith  the  general  orders  and  various  papers 
connected  with  squadron  duties. 

The  station  you  are  to  occupy  is  important,  but  a  very  dreary  one, 
and  I  will  i-elieve  you  in  a  reasonable  time. 
RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commander  John  J.  Aurr, 

C  S,  S,  South  Cant^imi,  Port  Boyal. 


Ltttir  from  Jlajor-lrtncral  IIuniti\  C  S.  Army^  to  Plag-Oficer 
Du  A>;i/,  U.  *s.  yiiry.  rtqut'nting  th<  serriiys  o/\i  gunboat  in  view  of 
apnnx^ixl  attack  by  iht  L  on/edcrat<^  ujnm  Port  Boyal  Island,  South 
C  annina. 

Ih^iix^UARTERS  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  HauU  Port  BoyaL  S,  C.  June  SO,  1862. 
Commodore:  Brigadier-General  J.  M.  Hrannan  signals  to  me  from 
'^^aufort  that  he  has  received  information  from  sources  which  he 


8UUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCK  ADHIG    SQUADRON, 


157 


rregard^i  as  relialil*'  to  the  offet^t  that  the  eneixiy,  in  ntron^  force,  are 
I  about  to  iimke  uii  attack  on  Poii  Koyal  Ishmd  from  the  airection  of 
Gmhamville,  [S*  C]-  (ieiienil  Braiiinin  reports  that  for  the  last  three 
nights  boattt  have  approached  our  pickets  at  the  ferry,  and  adds  that 
the  enemy  are  said  to  have  crossed. 

General  Bninnan  is  aoxiouH  that  a  *junboat  he  sent  to  openiti*  up 
Broad  River  and  Whale  Branch,  around  the  island,  and  in  this  request, 
if  it  be  possible,  I  concur. 

General  Bran  nan  has  a  force  of  thirty  companies  on  Port  Royal 
Island,  which,  in  my  judgnient,  should  l>e  ample  for  its  defense. 

With  the  highest  esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  your 
I  most  obedient  servant, 

D,  Hunter, 
MajoT'  Generai, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Camd^.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S^itadr&n> 
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Sejwri  of  Commander  MaTchand^^  U>  S.  Nmy^  comma/nding  U,  S,  S. 
Janies  Adger^  ackfwwledging  receipt  ofdi^patches^  ^. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adder, 

Off  Charleston,  June  SO,  186^. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning,'  the  lut/^t^^ru'  Statf'  arrived  with  your  dis- 
patches relating  to  the  transfer  of  such  of  the  crew  of  this  division  of 
your  squadron  to  the  Jlohicfm  upon  her  ai-rival  whose  terms  of  enlist- 
ment will  expire  on  or  t>efore  the  20th  of  July  next.  The  necessary 
orders  have  been  issued  Ut  cause  as  little  delay  as  possible  on  the 
arrival  ()f  tht»  latter  vesseb 

Commander  Rodgers  has  given  nieyour  views  with  regard  to  obscur- 
ing sight  of  the  blockading  vessels  to  iliose  attempting  its  violation. 

That  subject  has  ever  been  engrossing  my  mind  since  j'ou  have  been 
pleased  to  entrust  me  with  the  important  duty  of  conducting  the  block- 
ade  of  this  pla(*e;  but  I  hesitated  making  the  suggestion,  apprehensive 
that  it  might  not  meet  your  approbation. 

Your  suggestion  in  sending  down  the  light  spars  of  all  the  vessels 
I  will  most  gladly  have  executed. 

In  addition,  I  solicit  your  approbation,  should  it  meet  with  your 
views,  to  whitewash  the  blockading  vessels  outside,  as  a  preventive 
against  being  seen. 

I  ha\  e  the  honc»r  further  to  advise  you  that  the  Bienmlle  arrived 
last  night,  of  which  I  am  nmch  gratified,  being  conscious  of  having  a 
vessel  equal  in  sjx^ed  to  any  which  may  attempt  to  escape. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedientseiTant, 

J*  B.  Marcttanb, 
Cmnmander  and  iSmifrr  Offcer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chi^\ 
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tep*yrt  of  Commander  I^ravton.^  U,  S.  Nary^  commanding  U.  S.  S, 

I\iimiee^  regard  in  fj  the  jwlwy  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in  ei^acuatimi  Janies 

leland  as  a  hose  of  irperatian'ti, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Stmo  Rime}\  June  SO^  1862, 

Sib;  1  bad  written  you  a  letter  on  the  28th  ultimo  in  relation  t^i  the 
most  unfortunate  and  at  the^anie  time  injudicious  evacuation  of  James 
Island  by  the  army,  as  our  forcen  were  quite  securely  placed  in  an 
advantiigeou8  position,  I  can  not  corapreheod  it,  except  on  the  sup- 
position of  positive  ortlei's  from  homo,  or  the  adoption  by  General 
Hunter  of  a  potii^y  similar  to  that  which  has  .so  frequently  induced 
the  Southern  places  of  sti'ength  to  be  vacated,  but  which  we  have  never 
yet  untlerstood.  In  the  i> resent  case  1  am  satistied  that  what  is  }M>ing 
done  will  not  only  greatly  inspirit  the  eneniv,  but  depress  our  own 
troops,  wh(»  unist  look  u[>on  themselves  as  ticaten  off,  and  by  a  force 
little,  if  at  all,  supr^rior  to  thi'irs.  As  it  will  not  now  be  necessary  to 
send  the  letti'i"  alluded  toal)ove,  I  will  merely  repeat  hi  substance  what 
I  there  said  and  which  has  l»een  talked  over  since  with  Captain  llcjclgers. 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  if  our  enemies  seriously  determine  on  the 
reoccuputicjn  of  their  deserted  batteries  on  this  river  no  number  of 
wooden  vessels  eould  wholly  prevent  it,  but  stilK  as  1  think  that  they 
would  be  much  more  likely  to  undertake  this  were  there  no  chance  of 
interruption,  I  recommerul  that  a  sufficient  force  be  left  here  to  at  feast 
oblige  caution  in  their  approaches,  and  thus  at  least  <ratn  time,  which 
may  enable  us  to,  |M_*rhaps,  retake  our  old  positions  here,  should  Gen- 
eral Huntei\s  pobi-y  not  meet  with  approval.  Cole's  Island  is  so  diffi- 
cult of  access  and  the  anchoni^xo  \>^  «o  roomy  that  vessels  lyiutif  in  it 
could  scarcely  be  interfered  with,  at  least  without  plenty  of  warning, 
a n d  they  w ta d d  I  h3  also  i  n  e asy  co u nn  u  n  i ea t  ion  with  ( > u  r  s*  j ua d  r o n  out- 
side by  signal.  I  would  consequently  reconunend  that  after  thedepar- 
turo  of  the  army  our  ships  remain  in  the  river  to  retain  as  complete 
possession  as  may  be  pnicticalile,  at  least  until  you  ai'c  satisfied  that 
all  attempts  on  Cinarleston  are  to  be  detinitely  i^iven  up.  when  you  can 
of  course  reduce  the  force  to  the  mere  requirements  of  a  blockade. 
I'ntil  the  army  is  safely  on  board  no  vessel  shoiUd,  in  my  opinion, 
leave.  luunediately  on  that  being  done  I  will  send  to  Port  Royal  the 
Lhadilhi  and  to  Captain  Marchand  the  Huron ^  waiting  further  orders 
from  you  for  the  disposition  of  the  other  vessels.  As  t  have  before 
said,  1  do  not  believe  that  in  their  present  depressed  state  of  feeling 
the  attempt  will  be  made  by  the  Con  federates  to  reoccupy  any  of  their 
deserted  coji^t  lines.  Should  they,  however,  be  inspirited,  either  by 
success  ftt  the  North  or  by  a  continuance  of  such  acts  as  the  one  I  have 
commented  on  above,  they  c^in  scarcely  help  becoming  bold,  on  our 
tiuHdity,  and  will  no  doubt  at  once  endeavor  to  prevent  another 
approach  to  Charleston  by  James  Island,  the  only  one  where  our  army 
can  have  a  linn  base  of  operations,  in  complete  conmiunication  with  its 
own  transport^?!  and  our  fleet,  and  when  it  at  once  fixes  itself  without 
any  risk  within  sight  of  the  steeples  of  Charleston, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander^  Senwr  i)ffi€er, 

Flag-Offieer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comfjmndimg  Soidh  Atlantic  S^iiadrott^  Port  Royal. 
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P.  S. — Thf^  Paul  Joffea  arrived  here,  direct  from  Wa.shington  on  the 
25th  June,  on  the  30th,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  seoior  officer  at 
StoDO.     I  will  keep  her  until  1  heur  from  you. 
Ver}^  respectfully, 

P.  Deayton. 


Tariff  of  prices  to  he  efiarged  to  Queers*  msmes  and  sailors  Jhr  article 
purtmased  of  negroes  on  the  island  of  St,  Sim€ni\  Georgia, 

U.  S.  S.  Floeiba,  Juli/  i,  1862. 

Centa. 

Milk -- per  quart.-  4 

Com ..- , - - per  dozen . .  5 

TerrapinB - eath . .  10 

Watermdona  fm'oording  to  size) - .do. . . .  5-15 

Eggs per  do;iten . .  12 

Turtle  eggs - do 5 

Okra — .... -- .....per  J  peck..  10 

Bean  peae . ,.do 5 

Sauaah .,^for_  3 

Chickens - eai  h. .  12 

Hhrimyjp per  2  quarts. .  10 

RabbitH each..  10 

Cauialoupes ..,_. ...*..._ .do ....  1^ 

Whortleberriea per  quart. .  5 

Fish: 

In  bunches per  dozen..  6 

Large  fish per  pound. .  2 

Washing: 

Lai^  pieeee,  when  soap  and  starch  are  f ummhed per  dozen .  *  50 

Small  pieces , , , .  .do 25 

The  prices  of  making  pantaloons  or  shirt?  shall  not  be  over  50  i-ents  ea^h;  coatii, 
75  cents  each,  where  the  materials  are  funiishetL 

The  officers  are  requested  not  to  exceed  these  prices,  and  the  men 
are  forbidden  to  do  so, 

J.    R.  GOLDBBOROUGH, 

(hfnmander^  Comdg,  U,  S.  Naind  Fftrctn^  St,  Simoti^s^  Oeargia* 


f  of  Commamdfyr  GoldsborougK  C^.  S,  Navy^  oommamdmg  U,  S,  & 
^^lorida^  regarding  getieral  matters. 

U.  S.  S.  Fix)Rim, 
St,  Simon's  Sound.  Jvlg  U  186^. 

Flag-Offtcer:  The  seven  escaped  Union  prisoners  mentioned  in  mv 
romniiinication  of  to-day  leavioi^all  their  clot hos  on  shore  to  be  washed, 
and  it  being  iinjwssible  to  obtain  them  and  go  immediately  on  l>oard  of 
the  Jfa^sf^af/ffmjffft,  I  ha\'e  re(|yc,sted  Captiiin  Coo|>er  to  stop  on  his 
return,  promising  not  to  detain  him  over  half  an  hour,  when  all  shall 
be  ready. 

The  J/adgies  machinery  requirinjg  extensive  repairs,  1  have  had  my 
chief  engfineer  at  work  on  board  of  Her  for  the  last  ten  days.  I  enclose 
his  report. 

A  paragi^aph  in  ray  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo  may  require 
explanation.  After  my  letter  was  written  the  pavmastei'  belong;ing  to 
the  vessels  requiring  money  declined  signing  blank  receipts  to  be  sent 
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by  my  pa^^master's  clerk.  The  consequence  was  the  requisitions  for- 
warded were  solely  for  this  ship,  and  as  the  paymaster  of  the  Wavi»utta 
can  }>e  spared,  and  she  is  without  f  unds^  I  have  consented  to  his  going 
to  Port  Koyal  in  the  Mmsachxisetts  to  procure  mone^  for  his  vessel. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  our  colony  continues  healthy  and 
contented.  Yoccasionally  send  armed  bodies  of  men  over  the  island, 
but  everything  is  quiet. 

The  rebels,  ho wever,  are  in  force  on  the  mainland,  and  we  can  see 
their  flag  from  the  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GrOtJ>SBOROUGH, 

Commander, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coindg,  Smith  Atlantic  BlocJcdg.  Squadron^  Port  Royal^  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commandi'r  Parrott^  U.  S,  Navy^  of  rec&nnoissance  in  the 
Ogeiicnes  River^  Georgia,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Potomska^  under  the  com- 
mandof  Lieutenxint  vTatmough^  U.  S.  ^avy^  July  7,  1862, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Trj7*w?r  Sounds  Jtdy  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  boat  from  the  Potomska^ 
at  Ossabaw  Sound,  c*ame  to  us  yesterday  evening  by  the  Romerly 
Passage,  bringing  information,  which  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  will  convey  to  you: 

'"'I  arrived  here  at  the  top  of  flood  to-day,"  etc. 

In  addition  to  this  1  learned  that  the  Pofomska  had  arrived  at  Ossa- 
baw by  the  inland  passage  from  the  southward;  that  she  carried  about 
15  feet  of  water  as  far  as  she  went,  at  one  to  two  hours  ebb;  that  the 
battery  was  on  the  left-hand  going  up  (right  Imnk),  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  oflScer  of  the  boat,  just  above  tne  portion  of  the  reef  shown  on  the 
chart  furnished  me  by  Commander  Roogers.  The  Potomska  returned 
some  ten  shot. 

This  morning  we  saw  from  aloft  a  verv  small  schooner  off  Ossabaw. 
I  sent  information  of  her  by  the  Potom^a^s  boat,  which  was  just  then 
returning.  We  afterwards  lost  sight  of  her  in  rain  squalls.  I  think 
the  schooner  Chance^  captured  off  here  on  the  28th  ultimo,  might  have 
been  trving  to  get  into  Ossabaw. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  by  the  Chance  that  the  only  evi- 
dence I  had  seen  of  the  enemy  was  the  smoke  of  three  steamers  appar- 
ently near  the  village  of  Wassaw.  1  have  seen  nothing  since,  but  the 
sanie  evidence  of  steamers  apparently  prett}"  high  up  the  Savannah 
River. 

A  contraband,  who  had  been  a  da\'  on  board  the  Florida^  was  trans- 
ferred to  us  as  having  some  local  knowledge  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
has  lately  given  the  following  information,  which  may  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  you  bv  Commander  Goldsborough,  but  as  it  is  new  to  me, 
and  he  savs  he  told  but  a  portion  of  it  fefore,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  it:  tte  says  he  left  l^avannah  alx)ut  the  14th  June,  and  that 
an  ironclad  vessel  had  then  been  launched  about  a  fortnight,  and  in 
another  fortnight  it  was  expected  she  would  l>e  ready  for  sen'ice.  He 
had  carted  material  and  stores  to  her,  had  often  seen  her,  and  knew 
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well  many  of  the  worknu'n  ('luiiluyed  oti  h*^'.  She  Ls  a  propeller,  eov- 
ered  with  niOroad  iron,  to  carry  twenty  i^uius,  and  draw,  he  thinks, 
about  10  feet  wat^er.  She  uppeHrs  to  be  about  the  ,size  of  this  vessel, 
not  so  long,  but  more  beam.  She  leaks  mther  badly  from  some  holes 
which  were  neglected  before  launching,  but  I  would  think  this  may 
easily  be  remeaied.  He  is  also  well  informed  arS  to  the  number  and 
animtnent  of  the  rebel  steamers  at  Savannah  and  the  obstructions  in 
the  kSavannah  and  Wilmington  rivers.  I  send  him  by  the  boat  which 
takes  this  conmuniieatlon,  that  he  may  be  at  yoar  disposition  for 
further  examination.     He  is  upon  the  Ijooks  of  tfcis  vessel. 

Our  boat  has  permission  to  return  by  the  inside  passage,  ns  the 
prevailing  winds  are  from  the  south,  unless  it  should  be  convenient  to 
give  her  a  tow  down. 
I  amy 

[E.  G.  Pakhott, 

Oiimmander*] 

Flag'Offiecr  [S.  F.  Du  Pont.] 

[EncUwnres.] 

The  aeeompanying  letter  was  engrossed  in  this  communication. 

PoTOMSKA,  OBsabaw  Sounds  Jtdy  1,  J86f, 
Dbar  Captain:  I  arrived  here  at  top  of  flood  to-day  and  di8<'ijvered  a  ^hooner 
anchored  8<:)Tne  0  iijiles  up  the  Ogeecbee.  After  uu  hour'**  ebb  I  stiirtt^l  up,  looking 
out  for  a  liattery  of  five  >riiiit*  ttiat  I  heani  wae  hereabout**,  with  j*ile8  acroae  the  river 
under  tli«^  jp^ni*.  After  prmet^Klinjf  some  4  mileis,  we  openeti  Guiness  [Genesifcj] 
Point  (I  bolkn'e  the  name  is),  at^rOAH  the  marsh,  distant  nfnne  2  niiles,  where  we  saw 
the  btittery  fiiring  the  reach  in  wlik'h  tlie  .s<'hoijner  Iiph.  There  are  six  hea\^^  guns 
mounted.  The  pchoouer  was  aliout  a  thousand  yardes  t>elow  tlie  battery.  Approach- 
ing nearer,  to  within  a  niiU^  and  a  half,  1  fixefl  a  shot  at  the  battery  wnK'li  was 
promptly  returned  with  three  or  four  shot,  »ome  of  which  were  goo<i  ones  and  showed 
we  were  fairly  within  their  ran^e. 

Not  deeminj^  it  a<lvisable  to  incur  damage^  I  drifted  down  out  of  fire,  with  the  ebb, 
and  retume<i  to  my  anchorage.  In  the  meantime  I  hatl  Infen  revolving  a  '^euttin^- 
out  party, ^'  as  the  schooner  was  de4*p  and  had  evidently  run  in  at  this  \h)vU  btjt  this 
waa  checked  by  her  getting  underway  and  sailing  yp  the  river  out  cif  sight  lij  us.  iShe 
has  probably  gone  above  the  lJatter)^  1  deem  thit*  mformation  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  send  a  boat  through  Rfjnierly  with  this,  as  1  can  not,  a^eeably  to  onlers, 
remain  here,  and  my  means  of  semting  tlie  news  via  8t.  Simon^s  rare.  You  will 
probably  have  opp^jrtunities  of  letting  the  tlag-ufficer  know  of  these  occurrences. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Pen.  G.  Watmouoh, 

Comiuander  E.  Lakeer, 

U.  S,  6\  Ahbama. 


U.  S.  S.  POTOMSKA, 

SL  Oath  rim- h  Sound,  July  5,  ism. 
Sir.  On  the  lat  instant  I  went  in  thi8  vesfsel  to  Ossiibaw  Sound.  On 
opening  the  Ogeechee  River  a  selifwner  wa.s  discovered  at  anchor  about 
7  inileB  up  the  river.  As  i^oon  as  the  tide  served  I  ascended  the  river, 
keeping  a  lookout  for  u  fiatt^erv  and  row  of  piles  reported  to  me  by  a 
contraband.  When  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  schooner  the 
battery  appeared  from  a  point  of  woods,  its  guns  (nix  heavy  ones)  cover- 
ing the  schooner.  It  was  about  the  same  ffistance  from  us  as  the  ves- 
sel, only  across  a  marsh,  the  river  making  a  big  bend  around  to  it.  On 
firing  two  .shell  at  it  and  the  schooner  the  battery  opened  on  us,  firing 
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wilh  considerable  aecuraey,  one  shot  going  immodiately  over  U8.  I 
returned  the  fire  with  ten  or  a  dozen  ^hell,  but  a^  the  channel  was  nar- 
row and  unknown  to  me,  and  I  awa}"  from  any  support,  1  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  prolong  the  exposure  of  the  vesael  to  damage,  and  suf- 
fered the  ebb  tide  to  drift  us  out  of  range.  It  was  my  intention  to 
have  cut  out  or  destroyed  the  schooner  that  nighty  nupposing  the  pile« 
prevented  her  a^scend^ng  the  river.  In  this  we  were  dlsappointea,  as 
they  had  either  left  a  channel  or  the  tide  had  swept  away  the  obstruc- 
tion8,  as  it  m  strong,  and  the  Iwttom  sandy*  The  contraband  was  posi- 
tive es  t«  their  having  teen  planted  across  the  river.  The  schooner 
was  moved  up  the  river  under  sail  the  same  evening.  She  was  about 
60  tons  burden  and  very  deep.  I  have  no  doubt  she  had  entered  Ossa- 
baw  [Sound]  the  day  previous.  The  same  evening  I  dispatched  a  Inrnt 
to  Wassaw  Sound,  under  Executive  OiBc^r  Hay  ward,  with  the  infor- 
Tuation,  thinking  it  likely  it  could  be  conveyed  from  there  to  the  flag- 
officer  sooner  than  bv  bringing  it  first  to  you.  Commander  Farrott 
said  he  would  make  an  opiiortunity  of  informing  the  flag-officer.  You 
are  aware  of  the  facilities  of  couimuniciiting  with  Pulaski  from  Was- 
saw. 1  will  add  that  the  schooner  showed  no  colors^  was  lead  color, 
and  looked  like  those  Bermuda  cruisers  we  remember.  The  channel  of 
the  Ogeechee  is  narrow,  but  has  plenty  of  water.  The  contraband  also 
repoited  2*X>  foot  and  U»n  troopers  at  that  point.  St.  Catherine's  and 
Sapelo  sounds  all  continue  quiet.  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the 
]iotatoes  sent  by  the  Wammifta  from  toe  JIoMOchuaeits  were  all  bad 
and  had  to  be  condemned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pen.  G.  Watmough, 
Acting  Lieutmuxfiit^  CommamMng, 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Senior  in  Comiaand  *{f  Staiiafu 


RejKfTtaf  Cmmnunder  3fnrrhand^  IL  S.  Nwvy^  reffarding  m/tvemerU  of 
th^  U,  S,  S,  Mohican^  and  retjardln^  general  affairs  off  Ckarlesian^ 

s,  a 

U,  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Of  OUrhskm,  July  1,  IS6SS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  von  that  the  Mohican  arrived  yes- 
terday, and  in  the  evening  left  for  I'hiladclphia. 

The  crews  of  this  division  of  your  squadron  whose  terras  of  service 
had  or  would  expire  on  or  before  the  20tli  instant  were  tmnsf erred  to 
her,  with  exception  of  one  l>elongirig  to  the  Shtpherd  Kftupjf^  whose 
time  will  be  out  on  that  day.  From  that  vessel  1  had  no  report  until 
the  Mohican  left,  and  she  l^>eing  anchored  at  a  distance  the  weather 
prevented  a  boat  being  sent  from  the  Shej*Jnrd  Knanp, 

This  morning,  about  6  o'clock,  a  battery  on  James  Island  commenced 
firing  a  salute,  which  was  followed  by  the  forts  and  batteries  around 
Charleston  Harbor,  giving  the  impression  that  it  was  done  in  conse- 
quence of  some  victoiy  obtained  by  the  enemy. 

During  this  forenoon  a  tarc^e  flat-bottomed  floating  battery,  having 
two  heavT  guns,  one  mountecf  forward  and  the  other  aft,  was  towed  by 
the  CarGlina  down  Charleston  Harbor,  an>und  Fort  Simiter  and  into 
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the  pa8«apre  lictween  MorriH  and  James  Island;  the  position  orciipiod  by 
thiH  ship  l>ein|f  so  near  that  the  movements  of  the  enemj^  afloat  in  and 
aimot  the  haH)or  aro  distinctly  seen. 

1  will  direct  the   Seft^^ca  to  make  another  reeonnoissanre  toward 

MiM'ris  Island,  but  to  keep  without  ran^e  of  the  giin.s  of  Fort  8uiut*^r. 

From  the  activity  of  the  steamer  Am^  I  have  an  idea  that  the  rebeb 

ai"e  increiLHing  their  fon^es  on   Sullivan's  Island  since  daylight  this 

iiiornintr. 

1  am,  sir,  ver^^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mauchand, 
ikmifnmid4T  and  Senior  Ojficer. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oammundmg  Soidk  Athmtu*  Bhwkadim/  ASi/ii^idrfm, 

V,  S, — I  am  in  correspondence  with  Ca])tain  Drayton,  and  keep  him 
informed  t>f  o\  ents  occurring  here  that  might  l>e  useful  to  him. 


Report  of  Lmdeimnf  Niehthan^^  U,  S,  Navv^  commanding  U.  S*  S, 

Iftfia^)  iSmUhy  r&jarddn§  a/fmrs  m  the  St,  Jomih  Iikm\  I^lo^rid/i^  July 

1-H,,  1862, 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
8L  John's  Bwi^\  Emt  Florida ,  July  Li,  186^. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  8d  iastant,  I  have  held  an 
informal  investigation  in  regard  to  i-eports  against  Acting  Master 
Lelar,  commanding  the  Patrmfn. 

On  the  17th  of  June  hist  I  made  a  special  report  alxmt  that  vessel, 
and  also  another  coimunnication  about  the  ImcaSy  forwarding  a  report 
against  her  executive  officer. 

I  have  endeavored  to  make  both  of  these  vessels  effective,  having 
laced  an  acting  mruster  from  this  vessel  upon  each  of  them. 

Mr.  t'orser,  on  the  Painwn,  has  got  her  m  good  order,  and  the  Uh/Jm 
is  improving.  The  Patroon  will  require  another  head,  as  Captaii»  Lelar 
is  too  intirm.  Some  of  the  charges  can  be  proved  against  him,  in  fat^t 
all,  except  imbecility.  He  has  been  seveml  times  intoxicated,  1  saw 
him  so  on  one  o<?ca'=5ion.     He  is  anxious  to  leave  the  vesseL 

In  regard  to  affairs  upon  the  river:  On  the  1st  instant,  with  this  ves- 

rsel  and  the  Unrm^  I  proceeded  as  far  as  Jacksonville.     All  residents 

"on  the  banks  who  are  suspected  of  loyalty  have  been  ordered  10  miles 

back,  and  all  huats  destroyed  ti*  pi'event  any  communication  with  our 

gunboats.     All  this  miselbief  hiLs  lieen  ciiused  by   reportj^  made  by 

deserters  from  the  fJnais  and  Patroon. 

On  my  way  down  on  the  2d  instant  I  took  on  board  the  famil}^  of 
Mr.  Myers  {who  is  in  Fernandina),  consisting  of  his  wif<^  and  nine 
children;  also  Mr.  Tombs  and  family,  of  eight  persons,  they  having 
been  ordered  off  or  to  the  interioi". 

On  the  8th  instant  I  dispatched  the  Uncas  to  Feniandina  with  the«e 
families;  also  eleven  contrabands— in  all  (eighteen  white  refugees) 
twenty- nine  persons.  She  returned  the  next  day,  having  coaled  while 
there.  I  enclose  reports  of  desertion  from  the  Uni-as  and  Patroon; 
also  quarterly  reports  and  returns  froni  all  the  vessels  here. 

I  especiallv  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  ^avy  from  the  medical  olHcer  of  the  Patroon.     Hearing 
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doubts  expressed  as  to  his  loyalty,  1  sent  for  him,  aud,  after  a  conver- 
sation, he  gave  me  this  letter  to  forward. 
The  health  of  the  vessels  is  good. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Li^U<niant^  Camnicmdimj, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coindg,  South  AtJ<int!c  Jihulffdhig  Sqnadnm^  P</rt  Royals  S,  (\ 

[Kiicl«j«un\j 

U.  S.  S.  Patroon, 
SL  Johnh  Rivei\  Florida, 
Sir:  Having,  in  conversations  with  officei-s  in  the  naval  service  of 
our  country,  made  mention  of  having  held  a  commission  from  the 
Southern  Deague  in  the  medical  and  surgical  department  of  that  organi- 
zation, at  the  suggestion  of  a  prominent  officer  in  our  service,  [1]  deem 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  inionn  you,  standing  ready  at  any  time  to 
disclose  all  that  in  honor  1  can  do,  of  the  aims,  objects,  and  intentions 
of  that  order. 

1  held  that  position  and  the  commission  (believing  the  object  to  be 
entirely  a  diflferent  one)  until  the  true  intention  of  that  league  was  dis- 
closed to  me,  and  when  this  was  done,  the  object  to  subvert  this  Gov- 
ernment, destroy  our  nationality,  and  upon  its  ruins  build  a  Southern 
Confederacy,  I  left  it  at  once,  refusing  to  have  or  to  hold  any  com- 
munion or  fellowship  whatever  with  those  who  had  the  secrets  of  the 
inner  temple  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  and  of  the  Columbian 
Star,  into  which,  under  diflferent  objects,  for  diflferent  pui-poses,  I  had 
been  initiated,  instructed,  and  welcomed. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Wm.  Nick.  Pindell, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U,  S.  Nairy, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwkyy, 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Da  Pont^  L\  S,  jVatry^  to  Acting  Master  PJtoefiixc, 
U,  S,  Nuiry,  commanding  TL  S,  aS.  Planter^  to  pi^oceed  to  North 
Kdisto,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  IIarho^\  S,  C,  Jidy  2,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Planter.,  under  your  command,  to 
Beaufort  and,  after  taking  in  wood,  continue  on  to  North  Edisto  and 
repo  't  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Khiud. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  Phoenix, 

Comniandiny  U.  S.  S.  Planter,  Port  RoyaL 
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(Mi*^  it/ Hie  SeerHary  of  the  Nam/  to  FJn/i- Officer  Ihi   Ptmt^  F,  S, 
Nm*i/^  Tf^draing  tfu*  fmlMtfn*mt  (if  CfrntTahanfi^* 

Navy  Department,  Jtdy  ^,  ISGI^. 
Sir:  Amonffst  ihv  wrsoiis  kiidwn  a.s  (Contrabands,  who  have  sought 
tht*  |>rot4H-'ticjn  of  the  United  States,  please  tiseertain  if  thero  are  any 
mon  phy.^ii-ally  competent  who  are  willing  to  enlist  in   the  Navy  for 
service  in  the  Pueitic  at  hmdsmen^s  wage.s. 

If  8o,  a  vessel  will  be  sent  to  take  150  of  them  to  the  Isthmus. 
About  tixe  same  numVmr  eould  bo  used  Jitlvautagoously  in  the  vessels 
ncAv  litting  for  st^a.  as  shipping  does  mA  keep  paee  with  the  nuval 
waiitii, 

Ver}*  respoc^tfully,  etc., 

Gn>EON  Wellks. 
Ftag-Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmmfi^tfidfufj^  ate,.  Port  Hoyal^  S,   C 


RciKprt  of  Commander  Tkraytrm^  Th   S.   Xarn/^  {^mmmn/linf/  U.  S,  S. 
Ihiim'ec^  regarding  tlw  evaetmtirm  of  Jmnea  Island^  htfore  O/iarles- 

ton,  s.  a 

U.  S.  S,  Fawnke, 

stoiu.,  jfdt/  e,  isee. 

My  Dear  Co>r\for>cmE:  Rodgcrs  will  tell  yoii  uiy  opuiinns  and  feel- 
ings bett^T  thim  I  <an  in  a  letter.  My  disgust  Jit  tliis  wrelehed  evac- 
uation is  more  than  1  like  to  express^  although  I  Lave  done  so  pretty 
fn^ely.  To  think  of  the  work,  transportation,  loss  of  life,  and  worry 
of  the  hist  month  being  all  wasted  for  no  earthly  reason,  peihiqMa 
mere  pet,  or  ttie  desire  for  a  quiet  summer  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
manduig  getH'niL  It  seems  almost  like  a  joke,  but  I  reallv  can  see  no 
reason  why  Fernandina  and  Pulaski  should  not  be  next.  If  mere  con- 
venient e  and  eon  eent  ration  is  to  carry  eve  it  thing  before  it,  and  blind 
judgment  to  rule,  anything  may  be  done,  I  for  one  do  ni»t  b*^!ieve 
that  Charleston  ciin  be  taken  exeept  through  James  li^land,  and  think 
that  the  rel>ellion  I'an  not  end  until  its  cradle  is  in  our  possession. 
This  l>eing  the  case,  you  may  suppctse  that  I  am  a  little  disappointed, 
when  we  were  on  the  high  road  t^>  o!>tain  this  object,  at  our,  all  of  a 
sudden^  withdniwing  without  any  earthly  rcascai  that  we  can  at  least 
here  perceive,  for  the  position  oceu]>ied  }>y  our  trocjps  might  have  been 
in  a  few  days  more  almost  impregnable  against  any  means  likely  to  1*6 
brought  against  it,  when  we  might  have  waited  quietly  until  men 
couIq  have  l>een  spari'd  for  an  iidvance.  At  any  rate  it  would  have 
prevented  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Charleston  to  Richmond ^ 
which  will  now  very  likely  take  pluc*^.  Judging  from  remarks  in 
Charleston  fmpers  1  should  judge  that  urdess  continued  misfortunes 
make  e<i wards  td'  theiu  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  reuccupy  this  river 
w  h  i  eh ,  if  e  n  te  ret  Ion  se  r  ion  s  iy,  I  am  sat  hi  h  ed  no  n  a  va  1  force  can  I  on  g 
prevent.  1  certainly  think,  however,  that  it  is  worth  keeping  the 
door  open  for  a  return  a  little  while,  although  I  begin  to  dtnibt  whether 
it  will  be  taken  advantage  of,  I  think  the  war  is  still  too  much  of  a 
means  in  the  hands  of  p*>litieians  tmd  contnu-tors  tor  real  serious  work 
being  entered  on,  such  na  that  at  the  South.     Almost  the  only  real 
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eamestneg^  yeL  bevond  a  few  soldiers  amd  aailorB,  seems  to  be  with 
the  people  .supposed  a  short  time  since  oooqnered  by  ii& 
V  err  truly,  yours, 

P.  Drattox. 
Flajr-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Post. 


SejXfrt  of  flag-  (Jfficer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  3ary,  regarding  the  occupation 
ana  evacuati^m  of  Janie$  Idand^  South  Carolina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Hoyal  JIarior,  S.  C  July  S,  1862. 

Sir:  The  most  important  of  my  late  operations  has  been  reported  to 
the  Department,' viz,  the  quick  seizure  of  Slono  Inlet  and  Biver  before 
the  rebels  could  discover  the  very  ereat  military  error  they  had  com- 
mitted in  aliandoning  the  strong  aefenses  of  those  waters,  protected 
as  they  were  on  the  exterior  by  the  dangerous  shifting  and  shallow 
bar  IcsEuling  into  them.  The  army  determined  to  avail  itself  of  this 
successful  turning  of  all  the  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor,  which  pre- 
sented so  fine  anaproximate  a  base  of  operations. 

Under  the  cover  of  light  vessels,  including  the  Pavmee^  which  was 
bumped  over  the  bar,  the  troops  were  landeaon  James  Island,  the  fir- 
ing being  almost  continuous  for  two  days,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
secure  positions,  the  naval  part  of  the  operations  having  received  the 
commendation  of  the  commanding  general  in  an  order  which  I  have 
before  transmitted. 

On  the  return  of  ilajor-General  Hunter  to  Port  Royal,  an  attempt 
was  made  in  his  absence  by  a  genei*al  advance  of  the  army  forces  to 
carry  the  rebel  works  at  Secessionville,  which,  it  was  thought,  were  in 
unpleasant  proximity  to  the  camp.  The  effort  was  unsuccessful,  and 
the  trooM  lell  back  without  being  fired  upon  or  followed^  and  returned 
to  their  lines  without  demoralization,  but,  I  grieve  to  add,  with  a  loss 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  approaching  700. 

This  event  was  followed  by  an  order  for  the  evacuation  of  James 
Island  and  of  the  works  already  erected  there.  On  hearing  this,  inci- 
dentally, I  immediatel}'  dispatched  Conunander  C.  R.  P.  Rod^rs  (who, 
in  addition  to  his  duties  as  captain  of  this  ship,  has  been  discharging 
those  of  captain  of  the  fleet)  to  Stono  to  see  Conmiander  Drayton  and 
ascertain  toe  effect  which  this  new  order  of  things  might  produce  on 
the  naval  force.  I  have  the  views  of  both  these  intelligent  and  expe-  * 
rienced  offic^ers,  >>ased  upon  a  local  inspection  of  the  important  points 
involved,  and  I  nurpose  myself  (though  a  short  time  ago  1  passed  along 
.  all  the  points  or  my  station)  to  visit  mem  in  a  few  days  again. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  arrival  of  the  Paul  Jones^ 
most  opportuneh',  for  the  protection  of  the  waters  flowing  into  Port 
Royal  HarV>or.  •  Port  Royal  Island  was  attacked  3'esterdav  in  more 
than  one  point,  and  until  I  can  get  her,  or  a  vessel  of  light  iraft,  into 
the  Coosaw,  the  soldiers  and  plantations  will  not  be  safe.  I  have  sent 
for  her  for  this  purpose.  My  impression  is  that  a  genei^al  order  has 
l>e<;n  issued  hv  the  rel>el  authorities  to  cany  on  a  guerrilla  warfare  in 
all  directions,  a  matter  not  likel}'  to  produce  Important  results,  except 
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the  lc>8H  here  and  there  of  vahiable  lives  imd  a  still  greater  absoiption 
of  my  force. 

YvY\  rejspectfiUlv,  your  obedient  servant^ 

S,  F.  I)tr  Pont, 
Flag'Offi4[k'i\  Oomdg,  Smit/i  Ail^ntio  Bl^jckadltuj  tS^/uadrtm, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrektry  fifths  JVaift/^   Wa^lu  lujtmi. 


Letter  frtmi  Flag-  Offieer  Du  Pmdy  XT.  S.  Namy^  t/>  Cmnman^J^r  Ihr- 
n*tt^  [L  &\  Mm/^  regnrdhnj  a  vemelfm'  Osscmtw  Sounds  Gex^rgia, 

Flagshii*  Wabash, 
Pmi.  Boytd  HndMn',  S.  C,  July  3,  18G'2. 
Sih:  I  ha\'e  received  voiir  interesting  (^oiiinuiiiication  of  ye.sterday, 
and  was  not  stir  prised  at  the  iuforiiuition  it  contained,  having*  always 
had  an  inipressinn  that  the  ri^l>4_ds  might  make  iiso  of  Onsaftaw  Sound, 
I  will  8en(!  a  veScSL^l  there  bo  8oon  as  1  have  one  at  command,     I  for- 
ward your  Biails. 

'Kospcrtfiilly,  etc.,  8.  F.  Pu  Pont, 

F/fMj-Ojit'ei^ 
Conamander  K.  Ci.  Parrott, 

CL  S.  S.  An^n^ta^  Wassmo. 


fhtler  of  Flaq-  Offcn*  Ihi  Polity  U,  aS,  3'^^*j^,  tf*  Lteuten/int  Hicholson^ 
I'*  S,  ^ary^  vuth  rf[fcrcrice  to  the  fturrettdvr  of  vonlvahmith* 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  liotjid  Ilm^jor,  S\  V.r  July  ^^,  i'^'t;^. 

Sir:  1  have  received  your  eoniinunieation  of  the  iJTth  iiltiniOj  with 
its  enclosures* 

Your  answer  to  the  i'olonel  commanding  the  i^ebels  meets  my 
approval.  Of  course  the  town  of  Jacksonville  is  safe  so  long  as  the 
gunlKJuts  are  not  fired  upon  from  its  vicinity. 

In  referenee  to  the  (contraband  question,  my  instructions  are  to  sur- 
render none,  no  matter  whether  the  parties  asking  for  them  profess  to 
be  loyal  or  not.  There  iuis  been  so  imich  abuse  of  tljts  pr1  vd*'ge  that 
it  can  no  hmger  be  gnuited.  A  glaring  instatice  of  it  occurred  in  the 
case  of  the  murderer  Huston,  w^hose  staves  were  returned  to  him  on 
the  false  pretense  of  a  neighbor  that  they  belonged  to  a  Union  man. 
Even  supposing  the  claimant  miiy  be  loyal,  yet  if  he  takes  his  slaves 
amon^  tno  rel>els  he  is  liable  to  Vie  seized  at  any  moment  and  put  to 
work  m  erecting  fortilications  against  our  forces. 

Should  any  further  applieattons  be  raadi!  to  you,  ascertain  the  name 
of  the  party  applying,  provided  he  satishes  you  of  his  loyaltv,and  the 
names  of  the  |>ersons  claimed,  and  enter  tfie  sjuue  on  the  log  book, 
informing  the  claimant  that  the  Government  wdll  determine  the  ca^ 
after  tlie  war  is  over. 


Respectfully,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay-  Offictfr, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W,  A.  Nicholson, 

Si-nlor  Offi4iei\  SL  John^g  [River], 
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Letter  frf/ra  Flag-  Officer  Du  Poni^  U.  S.  NavyAo  Major-  General  Hunter^ 
L,  S.  Arrny^  regarding  gunboats  ordered  to  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  4,  1862. 
General:  From  infonnation  just  received  from  Brigadier-Greneral 
Saxton  of  the  enemy's  appearing  to-day,  I  send  an  order  to  Com- 
mander Drayton  to  (fispatcn  at  once  twpganboats  to  this  place. 

The  new  vessel,  the  Paul  Jones,  with  a  most  formidable  oattery,  and 
drawing  but  7i  feet,  will  sweep  tiie  Coosaw  of  all  batteries  that  may 
be  erected.     Will  you  please  forward  the  order,  if  you  are  sending  up  ? 
In  haste,  yours,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  PoxT, 

Flag-Officer. 
Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Order  of  Floff-Officei*  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  ^avy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 
XL  S.  Namy,  to  send  vessels  to  Port  Royal,  S,  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Bayal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  send  at  once  to  this  port 
the  Paul  Jones  and  the  UnadUla,  the  enemy  having  to-day  made  an 
attack  on  Port  Royal  Island  at  various  points,  and  something  more 
serious  being  apprehended  by  the  army. 
Bespectrully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag'0ffi4}ei\ 
Commander  P.  Dratton, 

Senior  Officer  m  Stono  Pi/oer. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  S.  Ncuvy,  regarding  the  defective 
condition  of  JJ.  S.  S.  Flarnbeau. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

Off  Charleston,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir:  Yesterda}^  evening  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upshur  reported 
verbally  that  the  engine  of  the  Flambeau  broke  down  suddenly  by 
[reason  of  J  the  cogs  of  the  main  driving  wheel  breaking. 

To-day  I  received  the  accompanying  conmiunication,  directed  an 
examination  by  the  assistant  engineers  near,  and  have  the  honor  to 
forward  their  report. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  Flambeau  she  is  useless  here,  and  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  her  to  Port  Royal  in  tow  of  the 
liienmUe. 

I  have  instructed  Commander  Mullany  to  leave  here  with  the  Flam- 
hmu  in  tow  at  early  dawn  to-morrow,  and  if  possible  be  back  to  cruise 
off  Charleston  to-morrow  night. 

lam,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Ccmimander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Fiag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

C(rmmandi/ng  South  Atl<int!('  liloclading  Squadron. 


SO0TH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


169 


fKtiiYlfiMure.] 

U.  S.  S*  Flambeau, 

Of  Oharhstfm,  S,  C,  July  i.  186^. 
Sm:  I  would  respectfully  rc^port  that  the  niain  drivincr  wheel  of  thiis 
ship  hii.s  become  bo  defective  as  to  render  the  engine  altogether  uiitit 
for  u.se  ill  its  present  en  nd  it  ion. 

Very  rL'spcctfully,  your  f>1itHli«!it servant, 

J.  H.  Ufshuk,  ^ 
Lieutenant ,  Omnmanmnfj, 
C'onniiuudtM*  J.  B.  Mahciiiand, 

Stwfpr  f/^'^'er*  J^resenty   JJ,  S*  S*  JanH'H  Ad4jt*i\ 


lijghfn  on  i*esifeh  ufuhrwat/  in  t/m  'night. 

July  5,  1802. 
On  and  after  Monday  next  (»July  7)  and  until  further  instruetions, 
all  vesisels  \\hvn  underway  in  the  ni^^ht  aod  in  tlie  vieinity  of  other 
vesisels  of  the  blot^kading  squadron,  will   hoist  three  perpendicular 
white  lights  at  the  gaff. 

J.  Ji.  MARCnAND, 

Chmiiuind^r  and  St^n  f or  Officer* 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Thi  Pont^   lu  is.  Nam/^  to  Ckmimander  Gohls- 

hor&ugh^  U.   S*  Navy^  rt  yarding  ord^^s  for  the  en  fare*  aunt  of  tlve 

Uockads  in  Omabaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Bwt  Eoyal  Barhor,  S.  C,  ./^//^  >;,  1862. 

Stk:  Having  every  reanon  to  believe,  from  infonuation  received 
from  Anting  Ijit^utenaut  Commanding  Watmough,  that  Ossalmw  is 
retiort4'd  to  !»y  the  rebels,  and  that  a  fort  has  been  eonstructed  on  the 
Ogeeehee  Riviu',  I  have  determined  to  place  the  I*otonwka  there  for  tha 
present. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  therefore  order  Acting  Lieut-enant 
Coumianding  W;  tniough  to  Ossabaw  to  enforce  the  bloc^kade  of  that 
sound*     1  will  send  you  another  vessel  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Lieutenant  Conuounding  Watuiough  will  use  lii.s  best  judgment  in 

Elilciog  his  vtNsel,  as  slie  will  have  to  cover  the  entninees  of  both  the 
►geeeoee  and  Vernon  rivers. 

Reapect fully,  etc.,  8.  F,  l>u  Pont, 

Fhg-  Officer. 
Comiminder  J.  K.  Goldsbobough, 

Senior  Officer ^  St,  Siinunh  Sound. 


r 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Da  Pont^  U*  S,  Namy^  t^  Lleutemint  Ifugftm. 

J  J,  S.  Ninyyy  comniandlng  U.  S.    S,  Mohmek^  to  j^roceed  to  JVortA 

£3iHto^  South  Carolina, 
~  FLAO^mI^  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S.  (\,  July  6',  186'^, 

Sm;  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  JIoAawk  under  your  eonunand 
U)  North  Edisto  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rfiind,  wh<»  will, 
on  your  arrival,  return  to  this  p)i't  for  provisions,  etc. 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Bhind  will  give  you  such  information  as 
his  long  experience  in  those  waters  so  well  enables  him  to  do. 

Enclosed  are  sailing  directions  for  Port  Royal  and  North  Edisto,  and 
some  other  squadron  papers. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Coimnanding  A.  K.  Hughes, 

U.  S,  S.  Mohomk,  PaH  Royal. 

P.  S. — You  will  please  see  that  Acting  Master  Haffards  returns  with 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  in  the  Vrusader. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 

Order  of  Flag-  Offircer  Du  Pont^  JJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Strong^ 
TJ.  S.  Navy^  communding  U.  S.  S.  Fla^^  regarding  the  stations  of 
that  vessel  and  U.  S.  /S.  Augxista. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(n^t  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  7,  1862. 
Sir:  Having  received  your  last  conununication,  reporting  the  in- 
creased leakage  of  the  Flag,  I  have  determined  to  give  you  a  position 
in  the  inside  blockade. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  proceed  to  Wassaw 
Sound  and  relieve  Commander  Parrott,  of  the  Augvsta,  who  will  give 
you  the  results  of  his  experience  there. 

The  Augusta,  on  your  arrival,  will  proceed  at  once  off  Charleston 
for  blockading  duty.     Please  show  him  these  orders. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offixier. 
Commander  J.  H.  Strong, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Flag,  of  C/iarleston.. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  I}u  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Na/viy,  to  Lieutenant  Duncan, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  coramandinq  TT,  S.  S.  Norwich,  to  assume  comrrvand  of 
the  hlockadc  off  Georgetovrnt,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  JuJ)y  7,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  the 
Norwich  under  your  command  off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  blockade  at  that  place. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-O-gicer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  Duncan. 

TJ.  S.  S.  NorwicK  Port  Royal. 


RejKfvt  of  Lieidenant  Woolsey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  conrnvamding  TJ.  S.  8. 
Ellen,  regarding  affairs  m  IStono  Ri/oer. 

U.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
Vicinity  of  Stono  Ri/oer,  July  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  been  expecting  ever  since  I  came  here  to  go  around  into 
Stono  the  next  day,  and  for  Siat  reason  have  sent  no  daily  report    On 
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the  eveninof  of  the  4th  1  anchored  abreiust  of  the  present  picket  station, 
which  is  at  the  aiusewtiy  ncur  the  lower  house  of  the  road  lately  occu- 
pied- I  delivered  your  messaii^e  to  the  captiiio  of  the  Jltury  Andreif^ 
and  advised  him  to  go  in  time  if  he  could  get  away ;  but,  as  it  blew  hard 
and  as  there  was  risk  in  going  during^  the  night,  1  again  i*eqaested  him 
to  remain  until  morning,  more  particular!}'  as  I  could  not,  by  reason 
of  the  high  wijuU  get  the  Ellen  in  the  position  I  wished  without  keeping 
the  men  up  late  at  night. 

On  Saturday  morning,  5th,  I  received  word  that  the  pickets  were 
ex]ie€ting  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  who  were  supposea  to  be  in  the 
woods  above  tlie  large  house.  Upon  exanjination  of  the  map  1  found 
that  I  could  ni»t  tire  across  the  plain  which  tiiey  would  have  to  cross 
without  tiring  in  the  direi*tion  or  our  vessels  in  Stono,  and  that  I  wnis 
too  close  to  cover  a  large  range  of  ground.  I  therefore  shifted  my 
lierth  lower  dow^n,  anchoring  about  ItlU  yards  above  the  island  and 
moo  ring  head  and  stern,  with  broadside  covering  the  entire  plairu  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  lire  to  the  north  of  our  gunboats.  I  directed  the 
Ilejtnj  Aiiflrrw  to  do  the  same  beluw  the  island. 

Yesterday,  tith,  a  party  of  army  officers  rode  out  to  the  upper  house 
and  reported  a  eompan>'  of  cavalry  to  be  stationed  in  the  woods  beyond. 

in  the  afternoon,  being  out  of  water,  I  sent  to  borrow  some  from 
the  Andrt^w^  but  she  also  wjls  nearly  out*  1  then  sent  a  party  to  dig 
out  the  well,  which  J  had  previously  taken  considerable  piinsto  repair 
and  clean,  but  which  the  soldiers  have  since  destroyed.  The  work 
was  unsuccessful,  the  earth  ciiving  in  several  times,  I  then  sent  the 
boat  down  to  the  wlitte  house  in  Polly  River,  where  she  suece^ded  in 
getting  good  water.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  the  captain  of  the 
Ilenru  Andtu  n}  to  gu  down  and  protect  our  boat,  and  after  dark  to  go 
to  Cole's  Island  in  obedience  to  yoor  order,  l>each  his  vessel,  and  report 
to  you  as  early  as  practicable  in  the  morning. 

The  only  movement  of  the  enemy  visible  from  this  vessel  was  the 
approach  yesterday  morning  of  the  side- wheel  steamer  which  com- 
nmnicates  with  the  Tower  battery,  I  could  not  see  whether  she  had 
troops  on  board  or  not- 

I  si'nt  a  iMjat  sliortly  after  daylight  this  morning  in  answer  to  a  hail 
from  the  picket  station,  and  received  your  message  to  send  one  of  the 
gunlioats  arovuid  tliis  morning  to  re|K)rt,  I  presume  the  report  of 
Captain  Harris  has  been  made  ere  this,  and  hop(*  it  will  l>e  satisfactory. 

It  is  not  safe  for  this  vessel  to  leave  her  present  position  until 
relieved.  The  enemy  are  undoubtedly  waiting  the  withdniwal  of  the 
gunboats  in  order  to  attack  our  pickets. 

I  have  a  report  to  make  concerning  our  small  arms,  which  1  w411 
defer  until  1  return, 

KesiK^cfcfully,  sir,  your  ot>edi©iit  sei-vant, 

M,   B.   WOOLSEY, 

ZdeiUe^umt,,  ChmmtmdiTu^, 
Commander  Percital  Drayton, 

U,  S,  S>  Pa/i^nee^  Of/fiiffhamilntf  C^cer 

in  Stano  River  mid  Vimnity, 
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Report  fJif  Fhifj'OMcer  Uu  Pant.  U,  S,  Natfu^  ataimarmsfms /or  his 
order  tjtmwd  to  the  r^nnmandmQ  ojif'^rr  of  U^  S*  8*  Waififnh  to  y>iv/twy/ 
mith  that  veMgel  to  PhiJ^delphm^  Pa, 

Flagshif  Wabash, 
Part  Soyal  Ifarhor.  S.  C,  July  7,  1862, 

*Stb:  T  have  endeavored,  through  the  niaiiy  resources  which  the 
Dej^mrtnient  has  sent  me  »o  lihemlly,  to  make  this  station  answer  the 
purpo.^iei*  of  supplying  the  wear  and  tear  of  thU  fleet,  which  neceit- 
xarily  requires  so  much  retitting,  and  but  very  rarely  have  I  dispatched 
a  veasel  north  for  these  ohjects. 

The  I>t?partinent,  however,  is  well  aware  that  the  morale  of  a  large 
bod^'  of  men  niu.st  l»e  kept  up  in  a  long  contest,  and  I  lielieve  my  watcn«^ 
fulness  on  this  point,  in  retaining  no  man  over  hin  time,  and  in  sending" 
the  shipN  home  in  turn  whenever,  without  detriment  to  the  sei-vice,  it 
could  be  done,  has  had  a  most  happy  effect. 

The  crew  of  one  vessel,  h*^^»we\'er,  has  been  for  some  time  entitled  to 
my  ronsiflcration,  The  ship  has  been  long  over  a  year  in  commission, 
and  the  bulk  of  thi^  men  were  enlisted  some  months  liefore.  She  was 
in  the  action  at  Hattenis,  blockaded  Charleston  in  the  summer  of  li^Hl, 
when  no  other  vessels  now  in  this  squadron  were  even  in  commission* 
except  the  Pawnee  bxiA  the  Vmuialiu^  the  latter  of  which  was  permitted 
to  return  hist  winter.     I  am  speaking  of  the  Walnnth, 

I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  prt»gress  of  eventi^  here  by  this 
time  would  have  authorized  me  to  have  asked  the  Department  to  have 
returned  in  her  for  a  few  days  to  recruit,  Init  while  1  find  this  impos- 
sible, I  do  not  at  this  mrticular  moment  tind  it  imp<.)ssible  to  spare  the 
ship  on  public  grounas,  though  exceedingly  inconvenient 

I  have,  therefore,  tiirectcd  Couunandcr  Kod^ei^s  to  proceed  with  the 
Wahfuh  on  the  !Sth  or  l^th  instant  U^  Philadidphia,  and,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  thi^  Department,  to  let  her  crew  have  Hbi^rty.  Tlie  men  have 
never  yet  landed  but  to  tight  in  a  peritxi  of  ovt*r  twelve  months. 

I  have  determined  to  forego  all  repairs  upon  her.  She  must  dis* 
pense  witli  taking  out  her  n^airiniast  or  taking  her  machinery  apart, 
and  I  have  to  ask  the  Department  to  dispatch  her  immediately  after 
her  crew  have  had  their  I'un  on  shore,  say  almut  the  5th  or  tith  of 
AugiLst. 

The  WtthdHh  is  mv  base  of  <»perations.  The  f^rder,  discipline,  and 
etfectiveness  of  both  officers  and  crew  enable  her  to  p^'rform  the 
inunense  work  required  in  various  ways  for  the  whole  squadron,  and 
wluch  can  scarcely  be  understocKl  even  at  the  Dejmrtment.  1  have, 
therefore,  eai'nestly  tt)  refjuest  that  the  Departmt^nt  will  be  plctused  to 
give  Commaodt^r  Kodgers  orders  to  leave  Philadelphia  without  having 
detiiched  an  officer  or  man. 

The  steam  frigates  of  her  tdass  lieing  equally  distributed  in  all  the 
N^>rtheni  ports,  at  Pijrtsmouth,  Boston,  and  New  York,  I  have  ^sent 
the  WaiMfJh  to  Phihulelphiu,  where  she  was  l>uilt,and  where  her  crew 
will  l>e  less  liable  to  be  inveighed  away  by  the  high  prices  now  given 
at  other  ports  in  the  merchant  service. 

Verv  respect fullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Fliftj'Offirf  f*,  Cmndg.  Sfmth  Athmfir  BUK^kudltuj  S(^uad//*oti, 

Hon.  Gii>EON  Wklles, 

Secretary  if  the  JVat^y^  Wfjshingt<>n, 
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7^H?rt  of  Fltiif-O^^er  Da  Pmit^  U.   S.  Namj^  r&fardlug  Uiams  of 
ahierice  to  creivs^  etc. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

IWt  Royal  Harhor,  S.  a,  July  7,  ^^'6^2?. 

Sib:  My  official  lettt^r  will  oxplaiu  my  vicwB  iis  to  sending  this  ship 

iu>rtlL     I  hsixo  always  had  a  great  dislike  of  running  willing  horses  to 

di'uth.  Rial  the  devotion  and  alisent-e  of  all  grimihlingoa  the  part  of  this 

I  crrw,  after  their  long  ami  eontinianis  service — never  having  iand(*d  hut 

to  tight,  and  doing  the  work  they  do  fgr  the  whole  .squadron,  with  no 

chance  at  prize  money,  etc. — have  brought  uie  to  this  determination, 

[though  it  deprives  me  of  my  base  of  operations,  as  it  were;  and,  like 

ilerlellan,  I  feel  like  changing  front  in  tiie  face  of  an  enemy,  to  say 

nothing  of  great  |:K^rsona!  discomfort,  but  it  gratifies  and  nuse.>  the 

njondc*  (if  TOtI  men. 

You  will  appreciate  all  this,  and  at  the  same  time  will  understand 
the  earra\^t  requests  1  am  about  Uy  make  in  eomiectioii  therewith. 

First*  Will  yon  please  send  an  order  to  Pendergrast  to  permit  the 
crew  to  go  on  shore  under  the  directions  of  her  captain,  as  soon  as  she 
arrives?  Will  3^ou  also  jisk  him  to  have  a  berth  ready  for  her  wher- 
e\  er  he  nuiy  deem  l>est'?  If  vessels  are  moved  in  time  for  this,  we  shall 
sta  r  t  by  gu  i  r  u  n  g  t  w e  n  ty  -  f o  u  r  h  on  I's. 

As  1  state  in  my  official  letter,  there  must  be  no  pulling  to  pieces. 

I  would  rather  run  the  I'isk  of  losing  my  mainnauMt  next  winter  than 

[have  it  taken  out  now,  and    I    did  not  therefore  send  her  to  New 

'York,  where  I  hear  they  are  giving  %h\\  to  se^imen  for  a  voyage  to 

Liverpool. 

I  beg  you  further,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  not  to  detach  a  liv- 
)ing  being  from  her,  officer  or  man;  if  any  applications  conie,  t«ll  thorn 
to  apply  through  their  flag-officer. 

•    \ou  have  here  and  there  taken  a  lieutenant  out  of  retuniing  ships, 
or  retain*:^^!  such  as  go  in  prizes,  such  as  the  executive  officers  of  the 
Ahthft/tnf^  Ifurfm^  etc,     I  nave  thought  this  \H>ry  hard,  for  the  outside 
|api>ointnn'nts  are  getting  lower  and  low^er. 

1  hardly  know  h*>w  I  can  spare  Ik>dgers  for  a  few  brief  weekjs  even. 
He  will  go  to  Washington  and  see  yoo  and  tell  you  nmT*y  things  I 
would  like  to  wnite  almut,  but  I  have  not  the  time  to  w^itc  them,  nor 
you  to  read  them,  if  1  did. 

Rodgers  did  not  wi^h  to  go  north,  but  I  insisttnl  in  nirrying  out  my 
views  of  the  ease. 

From  a  lettei*  from  t? rimes  1  infer  the  admiral  bill  is  v^iy  doubtful; 
that  the  Senate  shoukl  be  behiod  the  House  in  such  a  matter  seems 
etrange. 

We  are  in  deep  anxiety  lest  we  have  not  heard  the  worst  about  Rich- 
mond— dates  to  Jidy  li. 

These  midshipmen  here  will  l>e  applying  to  get  in  gunboats,  etc.; 
they  arc  of  more  service  here,  to  themselves,  also,  I  ban  anywhere  else; 
belong  to  our  boats  and  infantry  (companies,  and  ar^e  thoroughly  disci- 
Y)Iiried.      I  beg  you  not  to  let  one  go. 

In  this  matter  if  you  do  as  I  did  on  arriving  out  here^put  your  foot 

I  down— you  will  have  no  troubh^.     I  put  my  face  agjiinst  all  leaves  of 
absence,  and  now  everyone  is  glad  that  1  did  not  permit  a  man  to  leave; 
even  those  wdio  applied  are  ghul  T  refiLsed  them. 
^  Faithfully,  yours,  S.  F.  Du  ToNT. 

Assistant  Secretarv  (t.  V.  Fox, 
..       "-'—'-  — 
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Letter  Jrofn  J^lag-Oficer  Du  PotU^  U.  S.  Na^^  to  Chief  of  B'urea/u 
of  Urdnomoe  ai^nvdro^raphy^  requ&gtimg  that  a  rined  cam/fum  he 
placed  up(m  tlie  U.  JS.  S.   Wabash 

Flaoship  Wababsl, 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C.^  July  7,  1S6S, 
Bi&:  The  Waha^h  retumn  for  a  few  davs  to  PhUadelphia,  to  let  her 
crew  go  on  shore- 

Will  the  Bureaa  avail  itself  of  the  opportanitj  to  pot  upon  her  soxh 
a  rifled  canDOD  asit  mavdeem  best,  a£  the  forward  pivot  is  now  vacant  if 
The  ship  could  carry  aSJOO-pounder,  if  there  be  siMsh  ready. 
BespectfuUy,  etc, 

S.  F.  Dc  Po»T, 


Captain  A.  A.  Hakwood, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordnaiu>f  aftd  Ifydrograpivy. 


Flag-Oftoer. 


Eadrwd  frotu  report  of  Comaniamder  Marchand^  U.  S,  Navy,  rfiaii^iye 
to  the  British  ship  Lochinfyar, 

[Off  Cua£LEStokJ  July  7,  1S62. 
******  * 

I  have  further  to  report  that  a  nhip  a|^eared  in  tlie  offing  to-day 
whose  movements  seemed  so^icious.  Frcmi  this  vessel  she  was 
boarded  and  found  to  be  the  English  ship  Lochinvar^  of  Swansea,  Gap- 
tain  Wane,  in  ballast,  from  Havana,  bound  to  St  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick. Her  papers  and  log  book  showed  that  she  had  been  built  at 
Castine,  Me.,  and  in  February  last  obtained  a  British  register  at  Swan- 
sea, England.  She  was  tliere  laden  with  coal,  went  to  Havana,  and 
discharged  cargo. 

At  the  latter  place  she  took  in  ballast,  and  on  the  1st  instant  left  for 
St  John,  New  Brunswick.  An  examinaticm  was  made  of  the  hold 
and  nothing  but  small  sandstone  ballast  found.  No  evidence  of  fraud 
appeared  either  in  her  log  book  or  other  papers. 

The  reason  assigned  for  running  in,  and  whidi  is  doubtless  true,  is 
that  sickness  is  on  board — ^yellow  fever,  doubtless — ^but  which  was 
disavowed. 

The  colors  were  hoisted  at  half-mast;  one  of  the  crew  lay  dead,  and 
the  captain  and  two  of  the  crew  sick.  The  captain,  barely  able  to 
move  about,  requested  permission  to  anchor,  and  desired  to  remain 
until  bis  death  or  improvement  Permission  was  granted,  outside  of 
our  blockading  lines,  under  restrictions  with  regard  to  shovring  lights 
or  getting  underway  in  the  nieht  time. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfull}-,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchai^d, 

Commander, 

Fkg-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

C^/rnmandin</  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Since  writing  the  above  Conmiander  Marchand  reports  that  the  ship 
LfKhimyir  left  ner  anchorage  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward 
l>evond  sight. 

The  medical  officer  who  was  attending  her  reports  the  health  of  her 
captain  and  crew  much  improved. 
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Jteport  of  Onnmander  Mm^chund^  U,  S,  Navy^  of  an  in^ffectv^tl  effm*t 
on  ihdjMzrt  of  the  BritUh  sfeamer  Memphis  to  t^scape  jram  Charles- 
ton narbor. 

U,  S»  S,  James  Adger, 
Of  aharle^tun  IIarfm\  July  7,  ISG^, 
Sir:  This  morning,  tit  the  dawn  of  day.l  wii8  st^irtled  at  seeing  a 
steamer  sUinding  in  \w\\v  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  painted  lead 
ei»l4*r,  and  with  lower  mastc*^  alone  standing.  Her  niovements  were 
singular,  first  standing  along  Maffitt's  Channel,  and  then  the  main  Ship 
Channel.  As  daylight  advanced,  her  appeurant  e  was  familiar,  and  on 
searching  with  the  glass  1  found  the  plaee  occupied  by  the  Memphh 
in  i'harlestun  Harlwr  the  previous  evening  was  vacant.  I  was  then 
satisfied  that  it  was  an  ineflfectual  effort  on  tte  part  of  the  Mem ftkh  to 
escape.  The  vessel  in  sight  was  high  out  of  water,  as  if  havmg  no 
eargo^  and  tlie  knowledge  of  a  prohihition  of  tlie  exportation  of  cot- 
ton frfHu  Charleston  added  still  further  to  uiy  beliet  that  it  w^as  the 
Mcmphw  trying  to  get  out.* 

t  *  »  *  *  *  K- 

1  am,  sir,  nio8t  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MAiiniANi), 

Vommajider* 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

OamTnandin(/  South  Atlantic  Bk*chuiing  Sfputdnm, 


lienor t  of  Commander  Marckmid^  U*  S.  Nam^^  regarding  ike  di^patek- 
i^ff  *f  fhe  U.  S*  vessels  Pocafw^niUH  and  R^nhuek  to  Port  Rotjiil 
for  repairs, 

U.  8,  S.  James  Ar>GEit, 
Off  CharleHhm^  .My  7,  1S62, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  as  the  nights  are  l>ecoiu- 
in^  moonlight,  I  have  sent  the  Pocahontm  to  Port  Royal  to  have  her 
IxJiIers  cleaned. 

Her  speedy  return  is  desiraHe  that  in  the  event  of  the  imperative 
necessity  of  another  vessel  having  to  go,  the  blockade  will  not  be  less 
operative. 

Further,  1  have  to  report  that,^  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  1  sent 
the  Roehuek  j^esterday  (after  the  ai*rival  of  the  Vandalia)  to  Port 
Eoyal  for  repairs  to  her  windlass  and  for  supplies. 

t  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any 
ve^ssel  has  viohitcd  the  blixkade  since  the  Met/tph/'s  succeeded  in  get- 
ting  into  Charleston  on  the  23d  ultimo,  as  reported  to  you  at  tlie  time. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sevant, 

J,  B.  Marchand, 
Commander  and  Seni&r  Offcef\ 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Command hig  South  Atmnti^.  BUpckadini/  Sqiutdnm, 
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Vapttire  of  tlie  stemner  EmiUe  hy  the  U*  S*  HttaTncTt<  Flag  mut  HestU^Sj  * 
in  BtdPs  Bay,  Smith  VamUna^  J%dy  7,  1862. 


Beport  of  F]ji|^*OMc«r  Dm  Foat,  P.  8.  Kavy,  tr&nimtting  report  of  Commaiider  M&rGh&nd, 

U.  8.  Navy. 


Siii:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Charlmtfrn,  July  10,  186'3\ 
the  i^neloHied   coimiiunk-itioM  of 


1 


Con]iiiantlt*r  Murriiiind,  referrintj  priiii^i pally  to  t!ie  aiptun?'  of  the 
stt^aiiier  E)nRif\  fornierly  the  \\  flliam  SeabrfH}k^  of  Charleston.  She 
ban  boon  wont  to  Philadolphia. 

The  captuin,  D.  B,  Vim-cnt,  goes  north  in  this  iiliip,  and  as  he  ia 
from  Chark^ston  and  has  !)*^en  engaged  more  than  oneo  in  running  the 
hkx'kade,  and  on  one  oc(*avsk>n  by  falsely  pretending  U>  he  in  distress 
received  assistance  from  the  steam  frigate  Roantthi  (running  that  night 
into  Charlest^ni),  I  reeommend  that  he  be  sent  to  Ftut  Lafayette^ 

The  supercargo,  also  from  Charleston,  has  lieen  engaged  \n  running 
the  hloekade  and  shoukl  not  ho  pvn-rnitted  U\  be  at  large. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  the  Department  can  n(*t  exercise  too  much 
vigibmce  in  preventing  the  return  of  such  men,  who,  from  their  hmil 
knowledge  of  this  part  of  the  coast,  are  the  most  efficient  instnimenta 
of  the  reljels  in  violating  the  blockade. 

One  of  the  Lock  woods,  when  I  left  IlampUai  Itoads,  in  October 
Itust,  was  a  prisoner  there,  but  was  subseriuentiy  set  at  libertv,  and 
until  lately  captiire<l  in  the  Isalkd  was  engaged  frequently  in  i>iloting 
British  and  rcliel  vessels  into  Charleston. 

Very  respec^tfuUy,  your  ohinlient  nirvant, 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 
FloAj' Office7\  Cftttififj.  South  Atlaniw  Jilm^hidmy  Sfju^dron, 

Hon,  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  trf  ths  JVnvy^  Wa^hinytmi, 


Beport  of  OommaitdeT  Msrohand,  U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  iT.  8,  B.  Jamei  Adger, 

U.  8.  S,  James  Aikske, 

O/'  Vharl<Mfm,  July  H,  186^. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  by  the  arrival  of  the  Jfojje 
this  morning  I  received  your  communications  of  yesterday's  date,  in 
relation  to  sending  the  sick  of  this  division  to  the  Ft-nnimt^  upon  sick 
tickets  being  presented  by  the  surgeons,  and  painting  the  ships  lead 
colored  outside,  and  authority  to  cut  a  hatch  in  the  Bin /it  forward  of 
her  fiU'ennist. 

1  am  pleased  to  infonn  you  that  the  boats  of  the  Fh(/  and  Re^tii?^^ 
succee<led  yesterday  in  capturing  and  bringing  out  of  BulFs  Bay  the 
British  side- wheel  steaoier  EmUie^  of  Nassau,  1),  B.  Vincent,  captain. 

She  w^as  fornn-rly  the  William  Stahrml^  of  Charleston,  and  ob- 
tained a  British  register  on  3d  June  last*  She  has  a  toimage  of 
3ol^V?Fj  draft  of  t)  feet,  laden  with  an  assorted  cargo,  which,  by  l)ill  of 
lading,  cost  ¥*2 1,548. 41,  and  left  Nassau  on  3d  instant,  official Iv  Jjound 
for  Beaufort,  S.  C 

By  report  from  her  crew,  specie  and  Confedenite  bonds  are  c(»rH 
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^ 
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oealed  in  the  cabin,  and  thtit  Enfield  riiles  and  other  aiius  are  on  Txiard 
not  cnimienited  in  the  hill  of  lading. 

Before  liein^  eaptured  a  lar^e  portion  of  her  crew  escaped  to  the 
shore,  and  only  tlio  eaptnin,  supereargo,  two  niate,s,  and  four  of  the 
crew  were  found  on  board. 

Comoiiinder  Strong  reported  that  the  i-aptain  and  supeixrarpfo  (both 
havinjf  previously  violated  the  bloekade)  desired  to  be  nut  a-^liore^  as 
their  families  arc  in  Charleston,  which  proposition  eoidcl  not  be  enter- 
tained. 

The  Emilw  wa.s  seen  by  the  Restless  at  the  early  dawn  of  yesterday 
morning  entering  Bull's  Bay;  hent*e  the  capture. 
^K  1  am,  sir,  repectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

^B  J.  B.  Mabohand, 

^H  Commander  and  Senior  (^ffimr* 

■       Flag-Offie^r  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
^■^  CoTumrniding  Smdh  Atlantic  Bl4x^kadim^j  Sfitadroji, 


^ 


Baport  of  Commander  Strongs  U.  S.  Navy,  eomMandlng  U.  fi.  8.  Flag. 


U-  S,  S.  Flag, 

Off  C/mrlesion,  S.  a,  July  7,  1S62. 

Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer 
EmUie  (formerly  the  ^fllllam  Sf^ahn*f*k^  of  Charleston)  by  the  boats 
of  this  vessel  under  m^y  eoniniand  and  the  bark  Bi->itlem^  comraanded 
by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy.for  violating  the  blockade. 

At  daylight  this  morning  (4:20)  the  SssUesi  discovered  the  steamer 
Emtile  attempting  to  run  in  at  Ikdfs  Bay;  signal  was  made  to  me  by 
firing  two  guns  from  the  RtMr^^i;  l»eing  underway  I  ran  down  at  once, 
and  on  reaching  BulTs  "Bay  found  that  the  Emllie  had  got  inside  the 
inland  and  two  l>oats  from  the  Reathm  were  in  chase.  I  armed  two 
boati^  and  sent  them  in  also;  my  boats  came  up  with  the  l>oats  of  the 
R\eMej<f<\yfh^n  they  boarded  the  steamer  (she  having  run  aground)  and 
took  possesion.  A  portion  of  the  crew  had  escaped  in  boats,  eight 
remained  on  board,  including  the  captain  and  supercargo.  The 
steamer  is  registered  3d  «Tune,  1862;  SO^j^gV  tons;  dniws  «]  feet  of 
water.  The  invoice  shows  an  assorted  cargo,  Ji^21, 578.41,  but  I  have 
reason  to  suppose  there  are  also  arms.  Confederate  bonds,  and  specie 
on  board  of  ner.  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master 
T).  F.  Mosman,  whti  had  charge  of  the  boats,  I  shall  send  liim  to 
Phihidelphia  in  charge  of  the  Bteamer,  together  with  Master's  Mak^ 
.Toseph  8,  Johnson,  and  Acting  [Second]  Assistant  [Engineer]  John 
Harris,  who  I  respectfully  request  may  be  sent  Imck  to  my  vessel.  In 
getting  the  Emiiie  out,  one  of  our  men  (Frederick  Taylor,  ordinary 
seaman)  fell  overboard  and  was  drowned.  Second  Assistant  Eiigineer 
C*  D.  Kiersted,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Jmm^i*  Adger^  will  also  go  in  the  Mmlie, 
Very  respeetfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong  J 

Cmnmunder. 

Hon,  Gideon  Wellks, 

jSecretary  of  the  Nwi^y^  Washin^tofi^  D*  O* 
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[Eaekwun?.] 

U.  S.  S.  Flah,  Jfdy  7, 186^. 

Sui:  In  olji^dieiicc  to  your  orders  1  left  the  .ship  at  aliout  7  a.  m*,  in 
eomnmnd  of  the  first  and  seeontj  eiitters— the  firrit  with  9  men*  the'sec* 
end,  roniniiinded  by  llasters  Mato  fJo.seph  S,  Johnson,  mrried  i>  men, 
fully  iiniied  and  e<iuipped— and  procreoded  to  BliITs  Bay  in  ^earrh  of  a 
steamer  supposed  to  have  run  the  bloekade.  Scion  after  entering,'  the 
bay  1  .saw  the  steamer  in  the  channel  leading  to  Charlenton,  some  5 
miles  from  the  bar;  shaped  our  eourse  for  her  and  pulled  on  up  the 
channel.  After  prmx^eaing  aljout  3  miles  made  out  two  boats  lying 
under  the  shore,  the  i^teamcr  lying  on  the  opix*site  side.  The  river 
here  make^  a  bend.  ♦  ♦  ♦  'xhe  boats  having  no  colors  hoisted, 
not  knowing  who  or  what  they  were,  ])referred  to  approach  them  by 
separating  my  two  Iniats  so  as  to  attack  them  on  each  side,  thereby 
preventing  the  possitrility  of  est*ape  or  retreat.  When  nearly  aboard 
and  aliout  to  opt^n  fire  tliey  showed  the  American  colors;  continued  on 
and  spoke  them;  found  the  l»oatsi  to  ]>e  from  the  U.  S.  bark  ReMl<\iS^ 
w^ho  had  entered  the  Inty  about  tw^o  hours  in  advance  of  us  on  the  same 
errand. 

1  told  the  boatd  to  advance  and  that  I  would  support  them. 


The  order  to  >K>ard  ^vas  given  a])ont  3*>  yards  distant  from  the  enemy, 
when  we  dashed  ahi-ad  with  all  possible  speed  and  btiarded  her  in  the 
port  pingwiiy,  took  possession,  and  hauled  down  her  flag,  which  was 
English.  *  ♦  «  1  th%n  commenced  to  examine  the  ship  and  see 
what  chance  there  was  to  get  her  afloat,  and  also  [made]  prepamtion 
for  dc^stroying  her  in  case  of  being  driven  out  by  an  att-ack.  r  inding 
her  driven  so  far  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  her  afloat  till  nearly 
high  water,  or  from  1  to  i3  p.  ni.,  this  being  8:45  a.  m.,  I  turned  my 
attention  to  the  character  of  the  ship  and  ascertained  where  she  was 
from  and  also  seiirched  fiU-  |mpers,  at  the  same  time  ordering  one  of 
the  BeJ<fl€JSr*i's  Ijoats  to  retui'n.  When  1  entered  the  steamer's  caliin  to 
write  a  note  to  Captain  Strong  I  found  not  onlv  a  jx>rtion  of  our  men 
but  a  portion  of  the  Iir>!fhKi»  men  and  one  of  her  officers  capsizing 
and  breaking  up  things  promiscuously  in  the  cabin,  I  ordered  them 
all  uut  of  tfie  cabin;  some  obeyed  and  some  did  not;  drawing  my  cut- 
lass I  drove  them  out  and  cleared  the  cabin  and  left  it  in  charge  of  one 
of  her  officers.  1  then  sent  to  Captain  Strong  for  engineers  and  fire- 
men, kedge,  warp,  and  hawser.  I  soon  after  found  the  cabin  had  been 
broken  up  from  the  side  window^s  and  that  lirpior  had  been  distributed 
among  the  crew.  We  then  w^ent  to  work  to  try  and  heave  her  off, 
first  by  listing  her  to  port;  not  succeeding  in  that,  commenced  to 
lighten  her  by  throwing  overboard  cargo:  what  it  consisted  of  I  do 
not  know\  part  of  it  bemg  iron  cans  of  some  kind  of  acid,  weighin«^ 
about  T*>n  or  800  pounds  each;  thi^  number  of  them  I  took  no  note  of, 
but  pitched  them  all  overboard;  should  think  there  were  ten  or  a  dozen 
of  them;  other  things  of  weight  were  thrown  overboard  indiscrimi- 
nately;  1  then  lommenced  heavitig  on  our  hawser,  also  working  the 
engine,  which  1  found  nearly  di.saf>led,  the  crew^  having  plugged  all 
pipt»s  and  disconnected  everylhing  they  could  in  the  hurry  of  leaving 
lier.  After  working  at  her  a  short  time  I  f«Hind  that  I  could  work  the 
engine  to  a  limited  extent.  She  wooUl  not  take  w^ater  at  the  air  pump 
nor  by  the  fe<3d  pipe;  my  only  chance  was  to  w^ork  her  out  with  what 


I 
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wntt'i"  I  hi' 1 1  was  in  tho  }H»ilers;  at  1:30  p.  iii,  siu  ithhIixI  in  gettint^'  her 
utiout  mid  t^trMmed  slowly  out  tu  8t*u;  lit  H  NWiimped  thti  luMit  boluii^inp 
to  tho  vt*i^sel,  cut  her  adrift;  at  2:30  third  eottc^r  {'amo  alon^sidr  with 
Mr.  Harris,  eiminfer,  and  two  tirenieti,  and  al^o  her  boat's  t-rcw;  at  thr 
>canii*  time  the*  U.  S,  bark  7?f'Af]'/(vy-¥  sent  her  boat  alongside  with  a  ke<%c; 
took  the  ked|re  and  waip  on  board,  dropfx^d  the  lKmtJ4  a^stern,  and  went 
ahead  apiin.  At  *^:45  p.  m.  a  man  named  Taylor,  belonging-  to  the 
Fkig^  fell  ^jverhoanl  from  the  i^ceond  eutter:  stoj^ped  the  engine  and 
4*ent  a  l>oat  for  him,  but  before  reaching  him  he  went  down.  Cnm- 
meneed  steaming  out  again,  !>y  the  skill  and  peivevei'ance  of  Mr.  Har- 
ris, who  found  the  plugs  to  the  feed  y)i]H  ana  injeetor  and  succeeded 
in  getting  the  engine  to  work  right,  but,  unfortunately  in  his  efforts 
he  reeei\  I'd  a  serious  scalp  wound.  Wc  were  obliged  to  run  an*l  repair 
at  the  same  time,  liavin^  no  anchors,  and  being  in  a  narrow,  shaMow 
channel;  at  *^  p.  m,,  while  entering  on  the  bar,  the  wheel  blf^eks  gave 
way.  Stopped  and  repaired  damage.  Started  ahead  again  out  to  sea; 
while  attempting  to  speak  the  Fhi<j^  the  wheel  nmes  gave  out  again, 
and  we  came  to  amdior,  when  the  captain  of  the  HmtJrHH  came  along- 
side in  his  boat.  Repaired  damages,  hove  up  anchor,  and  stood  up 
lietween  the  F}*tq  and  Hesfhm,  *  *  *  Second  cutter  cann^  along 
with  six  nwn  and  ff>llowed  the  Flruf  to  her  anchorage.  After  coming 
to  anchor,  repaired  on  board  and  reported  to  you  in  person. 

I  neglected  to  stiite  that  1  found  the  wheels  wonncf  up  with  hawsers, 
the  wheel  I'ojX's  crossed.  Sent  the  four  prisoners  on  board  in  the  boat. 
At  12  the  LT.  S.  S.  Blunt  eommenct*d  shelling  iis  and  continued  to  do 
so  for  nearly  an  hour.  Fortunately  for  us  she  was  unable  to  reach,  all 
of  her  Aiot  falling  short,  othen^'ise  she  would  have  driven  us  out. 
Respectfully,  ^^rur  ol>edient  servant, 

L>.   F.   MOSMAN, 

Acting  J/a^tn\  f\  S.  JVan^, 
Commander  Jaj^iks  H.  Stkono. 
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Eeport  of  Acting  VctlnntAer  Lienta&aiit  Coniay,  IT.  8.  Vavy,  eommandinf  IT.  S.  b&rk 

Eeitleis. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kebtlehs, 
OffBrtirM  Bay,  Jnh/  7,  JS6^, 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Navv  Departnn^nt  that  at  4:  ;?0 
this  morning  a  steaujer  was  discovered  in  l^ulls  Bay  (Inmnel.  The 
weather  being  cloudy  and  foggy,  I  could  not  discern  if  slie  had  run  in 
from  the  sea  uv  came  out  from  Charleston,  and  lieat  iunned lately  to 
quarters.  Having  a  concerted  signal  with  (/ommantlcr  J.  H.  Strong, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  J^ttfg^  lyitig  at  Caper's  Island,  about  s  niilcs  from  us, 
that  when  a  suspected  steamer  should  be  di>scovered  from  our  vessel 
1  should  Hre  trwo  guns  at  short  intervals,  I  gave  orders  for  that  signal 
to  be  made. 

At  5  o'clock  the  steamer  disappmred  behind  BulFs  Island,  and  know- 
ing that  a  steamer  coming  fnnn  the  sea  could  hardly  succeed  at  low 
tide  to  pass  nipidly  through  the  inside  i'hannel  to  Charleston,  I  imme- 
diately sent  two  armed  boat>s,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  B.  Rogei*s 
and  Acting  Master  s  Mate  Henry  Eason,  in  pnrsuit,  for  the  purpose  of 
reeonnoitering  and  capturing  the  steamer,  if  |xjssible. 

At  ti  o*ck)ck  the  U,  S.  S.  i^Af//  came  alongside,  and,  when  in  speak- 
ing  distance,  I  requested  Commander  Strong  to  send  two  anned  Ixmts 
from  the  Fhjg  to  the  assistiince  of  our  boats,  and  sent  an  efficient  pilot 
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(one  of  our  contrabands)  on  board.  The  boats  of  both  ships  boarded 
the  steamer  sunultaneously,  the  boats  of  the  Flag  on  the.  port  and 
those  of  the  Hestless  on  the  starboard  side,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
her  out  and  bringing  her  alon^ide,  which  was  effected  by  4  p.  m. 

Commander  Strong,  being  ute  senior  conunanding  officer,  then  took 
charge  of  the  prize. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Acting  Master 
J.  B.  Rogers  and  a  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw'd  CoNKor, 
Acting  Volvnfeer  Lieutenant^  Commandvng. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  Washington^  />.  L\ 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
Off  BxdVs  Bay,  July  7,  1862. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  at  6:16  o'clock  this 
morning  m  charge  of  two  armed  boats,  and  accompanied  bv  Acting 
Master^s  Mate  Henry  Ekison,  to  the  channel  leading  from  Bull's  Island 
to  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering,  and,  if  possible,  cap- 
turing a  steamer  which  at  daylight  was  discovered  inside  the  channel. 
When  about  a  mile  from  the  steamer  I  saw  two  armed  boats  from  the 
U.  S.  S.  Flag  coming  to  our  assistance,  and  deemed  it  prudent  to 
wait  for  them. 

About  9:30  a.  m.  we  boarded  the  steamer  together,  our  boats  on 
the  starboard  and  the  Flag^s  boats  on  the  port  side. 

The  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Emilie^  of  Nassau,  was 
aground;  the  captain,  Daniel  Vinc^ent,  of  Charleston,  the  supercargo, 
and  the  crew  were  on  board.  We  got  her  afloat  at  1:30  p.  m.  and 
arrived  with  her  alongside  the  ships  at  4  p.  m.  She  was,  as  far  as  I 
cx)uld  judge,  freighted  with  a  c*argo  of  general  merchandise,  and  on 
our  approach  hoisted  the  English  flag;  a  much  used  rebel  flag  was  also 
founa  on  board. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respoi't fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jerome  B.  Roi^.ers, 
Acting  Jfa^^ttr  tnid  Errcutii\    Offcer, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edwd.  Conroy, 

Commanding   [\   S,  Bark  Bt^th^, 


Order  of  Commmnder  Strong,  V.  8.  Kavy,  eommmadiBg  U.  8.  8.  FUg,  to  Acting  Mastsr 
Hooman.  JS,  8.  Kavy,  to  assume  command  of  the  prise  Ssulie. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Off  Charlt.^ton.  July  S.  i^V. 
Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  prize  steamer  Emilia  and  in  all 
respects  be  governed  by  the  aiH^ompanyincr  letter  of  instructions. 

ihe  late  captain  of  the  steamer  you  will  aUow  to  have  no  commu- 
nication with  his  men  or  the  crew:  they  are  not  to  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners? unless  they  should  he  guilty  of  improper  conduct. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  H.  Stroxg, 

CommandtT. 
Acting  Master  D.  F.  Mosxan. 


^ 
^ 
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Abstract  lag  U.  B.  idioouer  G.  Wi  Bltrnt*  Aotiag  ICaster  Sherwood.  U.  S,  If avy,  commanding. 

July  7,  l%'2, — Lying  ftt  anchor  on  blockade  off  Dewees  Inlet,  At 
9  a.  m.  saw  something  benrinj^  N.  W,  that  re.senihled  hhu-k  smoke* 
n*»t  iindiTway  niul  proe^edf^d  toward  lior.  Proved  to  he  a  stoamer  on 
tlie  iosido  of  t'appr  h  Iskod.  Slie  heing^  on  one  side  and  wc  on  the 
other,  ue  .stood  ahreust  of  her  and  mu^litired.  Com oienced  .shelling 
h»M%  hut  the  lantl  being  so  higli,  eould  only  disuern  the  must.  Afttu" 
iniiig  three  sliells  she  hoisted  sturs  and  stripen.  lujt  soon  after 
liauU^d  it  down,  .^o  we  i^onitm^nt^ed  .sholling"  agjiin*  She  soon  ran  it  up 
ag"ain.  We  then  sent  a  lH)at  w  ith  one  offieer  and  el^»-ht  men  to  Ijoard 
her,  the  steamer  hein^  ashore  lie  fore  tlie  boat  gt  jt  to  her.  She  s(»on 
hove  in  sight  with  four  Imat^s  in  tow,  two  from  the  Ht/nth'^  and  two 
from  the  Flag,  Proved  to  be  the  steamer  Emilw^  from  Nassau, 
loaded  \s  ith  a  (general  eartro. 


» 


^ 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Dn  Pont,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  for  the  iJive»ti<» 
gation  of  alleged  miacondnct  of  crewa  which  boarded  the  priie. 

Navy  Department,  AugiM  r5,  ISG^. 
Sir:  1  enclose  hcrewitli  a  eopy  of  a  statement  received  at  the  De- 
partment of  State  from  Mr.  Stuart,  the  charge  d^itfaires  of  her  \\y\- 
tannie  Majesty,  relative  to  alleged  improper  eond net  of  the  crews  of 
the  lH>ats  which  boarded  the  British  .steamer  KmUw^  captured  f<^r  an 
attempt  to  run  the  hloekade  of  Charleston. 

Vou  will  be  pleased  to  investigate  this  matter  and  report  the  result 
to  the  Department. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

GiBEOx  Welles. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Voitidg.  South  Athtrtttr  liltH^kiulkig  Squaih'nn^  Pf*rt  Hot/al^  S*  C. 


i: 


Statement  of  part  of  the  crew  of  the  EmiUe. 

Henry  A*  MfLcHxl,  sui>ercargo;  Octovius  H.  Dorsett,  mate;  John 
Wilson  Cummiii|j:s,  second  mate;  John  Boyle^  stt:^ward;  Robert  Mc- 
Milhm,  tlohn  Davies,  and  tJohn  Curry,  seamen,  personally  appeared 
iM-fore  me  and  solemrdy  deposed  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
(rod  to  the  truth  of  the  following  statement,  viz: 

Tfie  steamer  Euiilh^  built  at  Charleston,  S.  i^,  sold  to  (ieorgt>  Alex- 
ander Stuart„  of  St.  ViniM^nt.  plune  o,  1802,  of  over  200  tons,  with  a 
i-rew  of  18  men,  Ca]jtain  1).  B.  Vincent,  master,  sailed  from  Nassau, 
New^  Providence,  ladi^ji  with  dry  goods,  boots  and  shocks,  loo  pounds 
snorting  powder,  and  a  few  thousand  sporting  caps  for  the  port  of 
waufort,  S.  C,  (a  pi>rt  open  to  trade  Ijy  proclamati<*n  of  the  President 
of  the  United  State-s),  fMi  the  ^^d  of  July.  July  7  arrived  at  Buir« 
Bay  (alKHit  Do  miles  above  Beaufort)  and  ran  aground  at  %  a.  m.,  being 
about  15  miles  from  the  city  of  CharlestoTL  Eh'VCTi  of  the  crew 
(nearly,  if  not  ulL  Southern  men)  deserted  the  ship  al tout  i*  o'clock; 
same  ilav  two  boats  fi'om  the  Ignited  States  ^^tuiboats  Flmj  and  R*M- 
h'HH^  under  (*ornmund  of  LieiOenant  Mosman,  jirrived.  The  lieutenant 
came  on  board  and  ♦■ommenced  to  haul  down  the  British  ensig'n,  when 
Supercargo  MeLeoil  told  him  if  he  ditl  sn  it  was  under  yolemn  protiist. 
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to  which  Liciitonant  Mnsimiii  replied,  "Daniii  your  protest;  it's  good 
for  nothing."  Fhij^  wm^  n*inavod  and  in  a  passion  junip'd  n|M>M, 
the  officer  saying,  "This  (an  Anieritnin  flag"  in  his  hands)  flair  will 
take  its  place,''  OtHcers  asked  for  no  papers*  and,  after  phii'intr  the 
captain  and  crow  nnder  guard,  eonvnieneed  to  seareh  the  ship.  All 
Lieuteiamt  Mosnian-.s  men  made  a  general  rush,  during  which  a  Bail- 
or s  pistol  went  off,  nearly  shtwtirig  one  of  hi,H  eomnide^i;  the  cabin 
w^aH  torn  out,  ehaoipagrie  and  other  liquors  were  taken  and  drunk  pro- 
fusely^ causing  intoxication  and  riotous  conduct-  The  seamen^s  trunki} 
were  broken  open  and  their  contents  .seattereil  about  and  a  great  deal 
stolen;  one  sailor,  on  returning  in  the  Flag,  being  intoxicated,  fell 
overboard  and  was  drowned-  An  officer,  in  a  quarrel  with  a  nailor, 
drew  a  knife  and  cut  him  .severely  in  the  arm.  All  hands  w^ere  tjiken 
on  board  the  Fhig.  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  steamer  Kmllie^ 
which  was  put  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Mosman  as  prize  mjister, 
and  sent  to  Philadelphia,  where  she  arrived  July  14.  After  examina- 
tion by  the  United  States  prize  cinmnissioners,  these  deponents  were 
set  at  liberty.  The  master,  I>,  B.  Vincent,  and  one  seaman,  John 
Curry,  have  been  s^ent  to  Fort  Lafayette, 

Henry  A-  McLeod. 

OcTAVlUS   H.   DoitSETT. 

John  Wilson  Cummings. 
John  Davies. 
K.  A.  McMillan. 

bis 

John  x   Boyle. 

^  mark. 

Sworn  and  8ubscribed  Ijeforc  me,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  con^l  for 
the  Stat^  of  Pennsylvania, 

Geobge  Cbump. 


Beport  of  Comimander  Strong,  W,  S.  H&vy,  oommanding  IT.  S.  B.  F1&?,  regarding  alleged 

EniBeondnct  of  hit  orew. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Auifust  U,  1862, 
Sin:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  (through  Captain 
Hazard)  of  a  copy  of  your  letter,  dated  August  18,  1862,  together  with 
a  coj)y  of  theamdavits  made*  by  Henry  Mcljeod  (late  superi'argo  of  the 
British  steamer  EmiUt)  and  others,  belonging  to  that  vessel,  in  refer- 
eni*e  to  the  ronduct  of  the  officer!^  and  m(*n  who  made  the  capture,  and 
calling  upon  me  fi*r  full  reports  in  the  matter  therein  referred  to. 

In  answer  to  the  greater  part  of  the  traTisaction,  I  shall  have  to  refer 
ytm  to  the  reports  i>f  the  officers!  who  w^cnt  in  charge  of  the  lx>atft!i  that 
m  ade  the  cap  I  u  re ;  1 1  e*  >py  of  eac  h  re  po  rt  1  h  e  re  w  i  t  h  e  n  c  lose . 

Mr.  MeLeod  and  others  testify  that  the  steamer  had  legal  pajier;?. 
The  papers  were  illegal,  not  having  the  signature  of  the  American 
consul;  but  that  matter  has  been  decided  by  the  court.  They  say  the 
steamer  ran  aground.  So  she  did,  but  it  was  seveml  niile.s  inside  of 
Bulfs  Island,  in  the  inland  channel  leading  to  Charleston.  It  was 
owing  to  it>s  Iwing  low  tide  that  she  grounded*  As  to  the  robbing, 
ete,,  it  has  been  re|xjrted  tome  that  the  robbing,  if  there  was  any 
connnitted.  wa.s  by  their  own  erew\  who  loaded  their  boats  and  left  on 
the  approach  of  my  boats.  As  to  the  man  tliat  was  ''w^oiinded  with  a 
knifr  by  one  i>f  the  (jftirers,"  as  sworn  to  m\  the  affidavit,  it  did  not 
come  to  my  knowledge  till  I  learned  it  thi^ough  this  affidavit.     1  made 
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enquiiy  of  the  man  himsplf.     He  8iiy8  he  hit  his  arm  against  tho  point 
of  a   8Word    l>ayt>ii*'t    and   st  intehod    it  a  little,    but  it   wits    not  of 
sufficient  conseqiienco  to  go  to  the  doctor  with;  it  wan  not  done  by 
an  officer, 
k         As  to  the  statement  timt  the  man  who  was  nnfortunatoly  drowned 

V  was  drnnk,  my  otiieers  stjttc  tit*  vva.s  not  drunk;  that  he  was  ?;cnl   ijitu 
the  boat  to  .steer  her  olf,  she   Ix^ing-  in   tow  of  the  stt^amer.     There 

•  being  no  rudder  to  the  hout  she  had  to  be  steered  by  an  oar;  in  doing 
so  the  oar  slipped  over  the  sternpost  and  the  man  was  thix)wn  over- 
board, and  unfoilunately  sank  liefore  a  boat  could  reach  him.  Such 
an  accident,  although  unich  to  be  regrett-t»d,  might  happen  to  any  man. 

■         As  to  thi*   champagne,  etc.,  being  promiscuously  scattered  ainrnt^ 
1  am  informed  that  such  is  the  case,  done  by  the  people  belonging  to 
the  .steamer  that  they  might  get  our  men  drunk,     my  otfieers  had  to 
'         destroy  hirge  t|uantitieH  of  spirits  to   prevetd,   if  jKyssibJe,  our   men 
H     from  getting  too  much  of  it. 

^B  When  the  boaty  returned  to  this  vessel  1  had  men  and  boats 
^1  examined  to  ascertain  if  any  pilfering  had  been  committed.  None  was 
H    reported. 

H^  Very  resjieet fully,  your  t>bedient  servant, 

^K  il.  H.  Sthong^ 

^H  ( '(mim  (tml^t\ 

V  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

k  -■—-^—-- 

Btport  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  M.  8.  ITavy,  giving^  retnlt  of  hiB  investigatioii  into  the 
eonduct  of  th«  erews  of  the  boats  capturing^  the  EmiUe. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 

Pfirt  Boyal  Mirkrr,  S.  CI,  Augmt  21,  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Pepail' 
meat's  letter  of  Aogust  the  5th,  enclosing  an  athdavit  of  the  super- 
cargo* mate,  and  others  of  the  steamer  EmiUt^  alleging  improjier  con- 
duct on  the  pait  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  boats  which  captured 
her,  and  desiring  me  to  investigate  the  matter. 

I  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  to  Commander  Strong,  of  the 
Fhig^  and  Acting  Volnnteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  of  the  EeMem^  the 
boats  from  which  ships  boarded  and  -seized  the  nitnTte. 

The  report,s  of  these  officers,  as  well  as  the  rei>orts  from  the  officers 
engaged  m  the  expedition,  have  Ijecn  I'eceived,  aod  from  the^e  papers 
I  have  a,scertained,  in  sid>staoce*  as  follows: 

1,  That  the  British  ensign  was  hauled  down,  but  unaccompanied  by 
any  demonstration  of  passion  or  indignity. 

2.  That  some  of  the  men  became  intoxicated  after  boarding  the  ship, 
hxit  that  in  this  case,  as  in  several  others  which  have  occurred  on  this 
station,  the  liquor  wa>i  purposely  placed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
EmiHe  for  the  very  object  of  intoxicating  the  sjiilors  boarding  them* 
A  quantity  of  the  liquor  wa^  thrown  overboard  b^"  our  officers  to  keep 
it  from  their  men, 

8.  That  the  trunks,  etc.,  referred  to  a8  having  been  broken  open 
were  mrKstly  so  lu'okeii  by  the  officers  and  (*rew  of  the  Emilia  when 
they  discovered  the  boats  approaching,  and  much  of  their  contents 
hati  J)een  put  into  a  boat  wliich  was  endeavoring  to  escape  to  the  shore 
when  the  parties  in  it  were  coin|Kdled  to  return  by  our  armed  force. 
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4.  That  no  piUage  was  discovered  on  any  of  the  boats  or  on  the  per- 
sons of  the  men  on  their  return  to  their  respective  ships,  except  on  one 
boat  of  the  JSestless^  which  carried  off  one  pig,  about  30  pounds  of  hams, 
and  a  small  looking-glass.  On  this  point  Commander  Strong  and  Act- 
ing Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy  speak  most  positively. 

5.  That  there  was  no  quarrel  between  an  oflScer  and  sailor,  as  alleged 
in  the  affidavit.  A  sailor  of  the  J^la^f  hit  his  arm  accidentally  against 
the  point  of  a  sword  baj'^onet  of  one  of  his  comrades,  but  the  scratch  wa> 
so  slight  that  the  man  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
surgeon. 

6.  That  no  seaman  fell  overboard  from  intoxication  and  was  drowned. 
It  is  unfortunately  true  that  one  of  the  men  was  drowned,  but  he  was 
sent  into  a  boat,  then  ih  tow  of  the  EmUie^  to  steer  her  off;  the  boat  had 
no  rudder  and  had  to  be  steered  by  an  oar.  In  doink  so,  the  oar  slipped 
over  the  sternpost,  and  the  man  fell  overboard  and  sank  before  nelp 
could  reach  him. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  the  Department  that  some  irregularities 
appear  to  have  occurred,  owing  mainly  to  the  inexperience  of  the 
officers,  particularly  in  pemiitting  their  crews  to  go  into  the  cabins  and 
saloons  of  the  prize,  where  the  liquor,  as  before  referred  to,  was 
scattered  about. 

I  have  taken  this  part  of  the  subject  in  hand  and  will  see  that  it 
never  occurs  again  in  this  squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad/ron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washmgton, 


Order  of  Elag-  Officer  Du  Pont^  ZZ  S.  Nam^^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
lAeuterumt  Trundy^  U,  S.  Navy^  cmnmanding  U,  S.  bark  Roebuck^ 
to  proceed  to  Neio  York  for  repairs. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P<yrt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (7.,  July  8,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Ro^uck  needing  expensive  repairs,  you  will  proceed  to 
New  York,  and  on  your  arrival  will  report  yourself  first  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy  yard,  and  then  immediately  to  the  Department  by 
letter. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fla^' Officer.    - 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conunanding  Trundy, 

TL  S\  Bm'k  Rorbuck. 

Letter  of  Lieutenami  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Superintendent  JJ.  8. 
Coast  Survey,  regarding  the  navigability  of  the  main  Ship  Cham,nel^ 
Charlestori  Marbor,  South  Carolina. 

Gunboat  Seneca, 
Off  Charleston.,  S.  C,  July  S,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Boutelle  1  have  examined  the 
main  Ship  Channel  witli  a  view  to  see  if  the  wrecks  were  gone  and  if 
a  deeper  channel  existed  in  the  old  locality  or  adjacent. 
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Three  wrecks  are  visible  at  low  water,  a  fourth  h  marked  proxi- 
mately on  the  piece  of  chart  I  .send,  and  two  otherH  were  stuml>led 
upon  by  Mr,  \aughan,  an  old  pilot,  who  aided  me  in  another  boat  in 
my  examinations;  their  positions  are  undetermined. 

Tlie  main  Ship  Channel  doe«  not  appear  to  have  tnaterially  altered, 
except  in  having  deep  holes  in  the  imiiiediate  vicinity  of  all  tli**  wrec-Jcs 
examined.  Owing  to  the  prolnible  existence  of  many  more  wrecks 
than  those  foimd  by  ii«,  the  main  Ship  Channel  may  be  regarded  ns 
worthlesi;!,  at  least  until  after  a  very  thorough  (examination  and  buoy- 
ing^  such  dangers  as  exist. 

I  liad  founil  previously,  in  view  of  securing  the  best  water  for  our 
vessels  of  war  when  an  attack  is  Xa}  Im^  rnadc,  a  channel  way  bi'tter  or 
at  lca,st  equal  in  all  re.spect.s  to  the  main  Ship  ( .hannel.  To-da\  I 
sounded  it  out  at  high  tute  and  ftnuid  at  least  17  feet.  Spring  tides 
will  give  at  least  a  foot  mori\  The  natural  ranges  are  excellent,  and 
in  that  respec^t,  as  probal>ly  in  deptli  of  water,  it  is  superior  to  th*'  old 
channel.  It  does  not  lie  parallel  to  the  old  channel  nor  very  near  it, 
and,  ow^ng  to  its  peculiar  formations,  would  hardl\'  l>e  discovered, 
exc^t  !jy  a  very  careful  survey. 

Wnen  wc  have  occasion  to  use  it,  you  will  be  gmtirted  to  kiiow^  that 
a  channel  exists  which  will  be  practicable  for  at  lea.st  a  draft  of  17  feet. 
Very  rc8pe<^tfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lf.eiit^nQnt^  Vomjfmndmg  [J,  aS,  *V.  Setuva, 

Professor  A.  I>.  Bache. 


Rep^yf*t  of  Lumtenant  Tniwton,  IL  S,  JVazn/^  eominaiiding  U,  S,  ship 
Dale^  of  a  reamnomance  of  Hidchinso^s  Iskint!^  July  8^  1S62, 

U,  S.  Ship  Dai.e, 

SL  Helena  Sound,  S\  O,,  Jnly  13,  }SCi2. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  since  my  letter  of  the  I3th  ultimo 
the  rebel  marauding  parties  in  this  vicinity  have  shown  an  increase  of 
confidence. 

I  have  sent  quite  a  number  of  negroes  to  Beaufort  siince  my  last 
report,  and  given  permission  to  those  on  Fenwick's  Lsland  to  move 
over  to  the  Eclisto  Islnndi!.  The  house  of  a  Mr.  Jenkins,  on  Bear 
[Beard- s]  Island,  was  burned  on  the  7th  instant  by  a  party  of  reficls. 

On  the  8th  about  tifty  of  the  enerav  vixsited  Hutchinson's  Island 
durintf  the  day.  I  sent  Acting  Masters  "Billings  and  Hawkins,  with  an 
armed  force  up  Horn  Creek,  with  orders  to  circumnavigate  the  island 
and  join  me  in  the  Ashepoo,  up  which  latter  river  I  proceeded  with 
the  Wild-  Chf,  Ikmtswain  Downs  and  Midshipman  Terry,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  cut  otl"  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  Owning  to  the  unobstructed 
view  of  the  river  for  miles  over  the  flat  marshes,  thev  doubtless  saw 
us  approaching  and  left  in  good  time,  though  we  conlfl  not  have  l*een 
very  rar  from  them,  as  we  found  portions  of  their  dinner  and  a  few 

I  mi  nor  articles  at  the  landing  place,  while  the  dripping  bucket  and  wet 
ground  around  the  well,  proved  it  had  been  ust^a  nut  very  recently. 
This  pirty,  calling  themselves  the  rangers,  conversed  freely  with  the 
negroes,  telling  them  that  they  should  continue  to  eouic  down  and  rarry 
off  the  crops  as  fast  as  thev  become  fit  for  use,     Thev  took  otf  a  large 
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since  then,  within  sight  of  Fort  Chapman.  Unfortunately,  I  can 
only  go  up  the  river  when  the  tides  serve  so  as  to  enable  me  to  return 
before  dark,  and  without  the  risk  of  exposing  the  men  to  the  malaria 
of  the  ni^ht,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  feel  authorized 
to  do.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  1  luu^^  be  allowed  to  take 
the  steamer  that  brmgs  the  provisions  to  this  ship  a  few  miles  up  the 
river.  Even  if  she  is  unarmed,  the  moral  effect  of  her  presence  would 
be  exceedingly  l)eneiicial;  it  would  detain  her  but  a  few  hours.  If 
too,  sir,  it  could  be  so  arranged  that  the  Planter^  or  any  other  small 
steamer  passing  through  these  waters,  could  be  placed  at  my  disposi- 
tion for  only  a  veiy  short  time,  just  long  enou£^h  to  show  her  in  sight 
of  Fort  Chapman*  1  am  very  sure  we  snould  hear  no  more  of  these 
visits,to  the  cornfields  and  poultry  yards  of  the  negroes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 
Lieuten<mt^  Com/mandmg, 
FW-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vomdg,  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal^  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  PonL  U.  S.  Namu  to  Acting  Master  Mo%es^ 
U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  U,  S.  hark  Femnndina^  to  proceed  off 
Charl^ton^  SI.  O, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (7.,  July  S,  186^. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  bark  Femandina  under  your  com- 
mand off  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander  Marchand,  of  the 
James  Adger,  or  senior  oflScer,  for  blockading  service. 
Respectfullv,  ete., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl^g- Officer. 
Acting  Master  Ed.  Moses, 

Vommanding  ZL  S.  Bark  Femandina. 


(h*der  of  Flag-  0ffi4)er  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Paul  Jones,  for  a  reconnaissance 

of  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Rryyal  FTarhrrr,  S.  C,  July  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  desire  a  reconnoissance  made  of  Ossabaw  Sound,  coast  of 
Georgia.  I  believe  it  may  be  used  as  an  exit  from  Savannah  by  small 
vessels  through  Romerly  Marshes,  and  one  schooner,  it  is  thought,  has 
entered  not  long  since. 

I  learn  there  is  a  fort  up  the  Ogeechee,  and  the  Darlington  saw 
some  two  small  steamers  in  that  direction  recently. 

You  can  feel  this  fort  with  your  long-range  guns  and  destroy  it  if 
you  can,  but  as  there  is  no  militarv  operation  mvolved  this  must  be 
done  with  sound  discretion  and  witliout  unnecessary  loss. 

I  recommend  your  going  in  by  way  of  Sapelo.  You  will  take  the 
Potomska,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough.  I  have  sent  orders 
to  this  effect  to  Commander  GoldslS)rough,  but  they  have  not  reached 
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hioL  You  will  be  acoonipariipd  l»y  tho  IPfuidtUa  from  here  and  will 
avail  yourself  of  Mr.  Godtrpy,  tho  iiiastor  of  the  Darlington^  as  pih*t; 
hut  I  wish  the  Ijarlimjt^m^  a«  «oon  as  you  eati  spare  him,  to  proceed 
to  her  de.stiimtion. 

RespeetfuUy,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flay-  Ojffi^er, 
CbniinaiKler  Chas.  Stkedman, 

K  S\  S\  Paid  Jim^it,  Port  Rm/aL 


Rt^ptni  (tf  Lieutenant  Cmiroy^  U,  S.  Nam/,  eomfnandinff  IL  S\  hirJc 
liesilem^  of  the  cajdure  of  a  large  eanm^  Juhj  S^  1S62, 

On  lloART)  U.  S.  Bark  RV^stless, 

Sih;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yesterday  afteriKM>n  we 
raptured  u  larjj;"e  canoe,  I3M  feet  long,  and  titted  for  pulling''  nine  onrs. 
She  liuH  lieen  used  in  Charlenton  for  some  months  haek  us  Xhi^  trier  of 
General  Kipley,  and  was  sent  down  loaded  with  soldiers  and  men  to 
assist  the  steamer  that  we  eaptared  on  the  7tb,  They  will  have  to  Hnd 
some  other  eonveyance  tt)  get  back,  a^j  we  have  eheated  them  out  of 
their  ^\v[. 

We  art*  very  anxiously   looking  out  for  the  other  two  steamers, 
announced  [»y  the  crew  of  the  Em  die  as  bein^  ready  to  leave  Nassau,  j 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  to  etnumand,' 

Edwaud  CbNKOV, 
\Lieutenifnt^  Cmnm an dini/,  | 
Commander  J.  B.  Mahchaxd, 

Se?iior  ()0€er  in  tkmimand of  Bhckd<j*  Stjaadnm  ojf  Vharhtitvn. 


Ordes*  of  Fhg'OJjrrr  Dft  Pont^  LL  S\  Nmry^  to  fhmmand^r  Rod/jtTTn^ 
U,  S,  Niwy^  cammandmg  IL  S.  S,  Walnmh^  to prtH-ve^i  to  Philadel- 
phia, 

FLAGSHIP  Wabash, 

Of  CImrh'don.  Jidj/  10,  1802. 

Sir:  The  crew  of  this  ship  have  never  been  on  liberty  since  they 
were^  enliste<l,  extend in^^  hai^k  now  to  a  year  from  last  March  and 
April. 

Vh^y  have  borne  this  privation  with  patriotic  devotion  and  without 
tlie  sli^'htest  etKiuplaint,  and  althoug^h  1  c^an  ill  sjmrc  the  Wahish^  on 
public  i^rounds,  and  whilst  it  is  a  matter  of  ^reat  personal  int'orn  en- 
lence  to  nie  to  shift  my  fhijL,^,  still  I  have  determined  to  nend  her  to 
Philadelphia  that  her  men  may  have  a  few  days'  recreation. 

You  will  therefore  Droeeed  with  her  to  that  port.  re|>orting  your 
arrival  tu  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  and  hy  letter  through 
him  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Of  coyi>ie,  once  theVe,  all  orders  for  your  return  must  emanate  from, 
hij^her  authority.     You  are  aware  bow  necessary  tliis  ship  is  to  uie  jis  ' 
a  j^m-se  of  ojK^rations,  and  at  a  moment,  too.  when  I  [lave  just  learned 
the  military  force  is  to  be  reduced  on  this  coast.     I  have  asked  tlio 
Department  to  dispatch  hei-  without  fail  from  Ist  to  5tli  of  August, 
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and  1  am  quito  sure   vou  will  hsivo  everything  ready  t**  necomplish 
this  if  the  order  be  t^iven  by  the  I'epartnient, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Cijirimander  (\  H.  P.  Rolhiers^ 

V.  S\  S.    WnlMf^/i, 


Afminui  hnj  of  th^    IL    S.   S.   Paul  Jfm*ji^    Cmammuler    Steednurn^ 
u*  aS,  J/fmt/^  eowvtnwirng^  July  I(}-^1^  18G^> 

July  10^  1862. — At  4:50  ii*  ni.  j^ot  underway  and  sstood  up  Coosaw 
River;  no  batteries  diseoven*d.  At  5  u.  ni.  the  Unfifiiiiif  ifot  luider- 
way  and  folhjwed  \m  up.  At  <i  went  to  qiuirtei's  and  fired  on  the  right 
bunk  of  Cooteiaw  River.  From  8  to  12  meridian,  lying  off  Port  Koyal 
F<>rry  to  cover  reconn<)issanc*e  of  land  foreew,  the  UnaJJIa  at  anchor 
abreawt  of  the  Causeway.  During  watc*h  fired  three  .^hell  from  No,  1 
pivot  gun.  At  5  p.  m.  made  general  signal  up  anchor  and  steamed 
up  tlie  Coosaw  River  toward  Broad  Ki\'er,  fhiodiUa  in  company. 
lMn*d  at  the  starboard  bank  three  o-seeond  and  one  15-secoud  shell 
from  Xl-ineh,  three  Hotchkiss  shell  from  50'i>ound»4^  rille  (starboard), 
two  i5'Second  shell  and  one  grape  frt>m  IX-ineh  (st^irboard),  tivo 
5'secotid  shell  from  Parrott  rifle.  From  G  to  S  p,  m.,  rnnning  down 
the  Coosaw  and  Broad  rivers.  At  7:20  communicated  with  the  Una^ 
diliu.  At  10  p.  m,  anchored  in  Port  Royal,  First  and  second  cutters 
under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Orinond  tmnsported  troops  to  the 
mainland* 

July  12.~AX  6:50  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  slowly  down 
the  harlxjn  At  8  a.  m.  steamed  ahead  stroni^.  From  8  to  noon,  run- 
ning down  the  coast  tow'ard  Wassaw  Sound.  At  11:15  a.  m.  made 
general  signal  \?A^  and  anchorM  in  7  fathoms  w^ater,  mouth  of 
Wassaw  Sound  being  N.  W.  |  W.  At  12:50  p,  m,  got  utiderw^ay 
and  stood  downi  the  coast  toward  Ossabaw  Sound,  At  1;  40  rnivf  a  sail 
inside  Ossabaw  Sound,  Made  our  number  and  stopped  the  engioe.  At 
2:20  ran  in  for  buoy  at  entrance  of  Ossibaw  Suund.  At  2: ♦-SO  stopped 
again  and  then  stood  otf  and  on  before  the  entrance  of  Ossabaw  Sound. 
At  H  made  general  signal.  At  8:25  fired  port  howitzer  to  attract 
atteixtion  to  our  signal.  At  3:35  started  again  and  sto<^d  tlow-n  thi* 
coast,  running  S,  S.  W,  12  knots.  From  4  to  (I  p.  u),*  running  down 
the  coast  toward  Sapeh*  S<:>und.  At  5  hauhnl  otf  t>n  aci'ount  of  water 
sh(»aling.  At  5:  30  shaped  course  for  St,  Simtnrs.  the  mcaith  of  Sapelo, 
north  tpointj,  N.  \V.  by  W.  i  W.  At  5:45  sighted  Sapcio  light  At 
5:r>5\\olf  Island  beacon  light  sighted.  At  0:20  Sapelo  light-house 
bore  by  compass  \V,  f  N,,  di.stant  5  miles.  Wolf  Island  beacon  beiir- 
ing  W.  i  S.,  distant  7  miles,  point  off  Hampton  River  tearing  S.  S.  W., 
distant  9  miles, 

July  1*3, — From  4  to  8  a.  ni.  lying  at  anchor  in  St.  Simon\s  Sound. 
At  8:45  hove  up  the  anchor  and  steamed  aliead  sjow;  sighted  the  land 
at  1*:20.  At  10  came  to  anchor  otf  the  Ivuoy  at  entrance  of  St.  Simon's 
Sound,  At  12:30  p.  m.  sent  a  boat  into  St.  Simon's  Sound  to  com- 
municate. At  5:50  discovered  a  strange  steamer  standing  out  to 
us  from  St,  Simon's  Sound.  At  (]:30  exchanged  mnniicrs  with  the 
U.  ti.  S.  Madgh\     At  G:  35  the  Madyle  made  a  signal  which  wc  could  not 


801TTH     ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQU  VDRON. 


189 


make  out. 


..«.x..  wx...  At  6:45  got  underway.  Firjstrattor  i-eturued  with  a  pilot, 
hiiviiigbeeii  towod  out  by  tli«^  Mndgle,  SttMiiut'd  in  for  our  iioohonig'e. 
At  I:4t)  anchort^d  in  St.  Siiiiorvs  Sound,  near  the  U.  S.  S.  Floridii. 

July  14. — Meridhm  U\  4  p.  in,:  Nothing  of  note  these  four  ho  urn. 
Launch  went  ashore  to  the  deserted  battiBries  and  procured  isomo 
Iuml>er, 

July  16. — Exercised  No.  2  pivot  and  No.  1  bruad,side  guns. 

July  19. — At  1:30  a.  ni.  weather  cleared  up;  hove  up  anchor  and 
steamed  out  of  the  harlK>r.  From  6  to  S  p.  m,  steauiinci;"  up  the  coast 
toward  St.  Simon's  Sound.  At  T:4()  passed  tho  out^r  buoy  and 
steamed  in  for  the  anchorage.     At  8:45  anchored. 

July  '21.—  At  4:45  a.  m.  Tiove  short  and  stood  out  to  sea.  At  11:10 
a.  UL  south  end  of  St.  Catherrne\s  hore  W.,  distant  \\  miles.  At  1:45 
saw  the  f'/tmlilla  at  anchor  in  Ossabaw.  Sighted  two  vessels  at  anchor 
in  Wassaw  Sound.     At  4:50  p.  m.  anchored  in  Port  Royal  Harbor, 


(h'der  of  Flmi- OJwrr  fht  Ptmt^  U,  S.  JVm^t/^  to  Lieutenmd  JJuncan^ 

U.    S,   Niivy^  t*omma7idf?f(/    U.  S\    S.  JVarmicA^  t^  proceed  to  JVew 

Yi/rkft/^r  repairs, 

FuLQSHip  Veumont, 
Port  Royal  nar^>Of\  S,  6'.,  Jnly  Ili.  ISO^. 

Sib:  The  survey,  of  which  a  coj>y  is  enclosed  Uj  you,  on  the  leak  of 
the  Nf/nmeli^  toi^ether  with  your  own  report  and  experience  of  her, 
J  SRtisfy  me  that  sue  can  not  be  repaired  on  this  stjition. 

You  wiU  therefore  proceed  with  her  to  New  York  and  report  your 
arrival  to  Flag-Officer  Paulding,  and  through  him  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  tlie  Navy.  You  will  go  into  Stono  on  your  way  and 
report  to  Commander  Dmy  ton,  tu  whom  you  will  show  these  orders,  and 
transfer  the  crew  of  the  Nonfurh  to  the  Ottmm,  receiving  on  board 
from  the  latter  vessel  all  whose  ti'mis  of  service  expire  on  or  before 
the  t5th  of  September. 

In  making  these  transfers  you  will  be  particular  as  to  atn^ounts, 
descriptive  lists,  etc*.,  and  that  the  men  are  not  transferred  as  petty 
officers,  but  as  seamen,  or  on  theij*  orirjinal  rates.  You  will  give 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Creighton  sucn  information  as  w^oula  be 
desirable  in  reference  to  the  character  of  your  men  for  preferment  or 
their  retention  in  their  present  rates  on  hoard  your  ship. 

You  are  aware  how  oianv  steamers  in  this  s<]uadr<ni  are  l>reaking 
down  from  constant  use  and  how  pressed  [  am  to  carry  on  its  duties. 
I  am  sure  you  wUl  do  all  in  your  power  to  accelerate  the  repairs  at  the 
yard. 

It  glTe.s  me  pleasure  to  state  that  since  your  arrival  on  this  station 
last  January  you  have  shown  a  ready  zeal  to  perform  all  the  duties 
assigned  you,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  j^ou  return  to  the  squad- 
ron m  the  least  possible  time. 

ResptMjtfully,  et^.%,  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Fl^ig-  Officer, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  [M.]  Duncak- 

U.  S.  S.  NormkJu 

P.  S. — You  will,  after  leaving  Stono,  proceed  off  Charleston  and 

report  to  the  senior  officer  there. 

a  F.  Du  P. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nam.  to  Lieutencmt  OMi/ns^ 
U.  S.  Nmry^  commanding  U,  S,  S.  Uhadiua,  toproceedto  OsmJhiw 
to  join  the  expedition  up  the  Ogeechee  JSiver^  Georgia, 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (7.,  July  12,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Ossabaw  and  join  Commander  Steednoan 
in  the  expedition  up  the  Ogeechee. 

Mr.  Rufus  Murpny,  a  refugee  sent  .up  by  Captain  Parrott,  repre- 
sents himself  as  familiar  with  the  waters  from  Brunswick  to  Savannah 
and  calls  himself  a  pilot.     Captain  Parrott  is  favorably  impressed. 
Please  send  and  get  him  ana  try  him. 
Respectfully,  etc. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offi^iei: 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  UnadiUa,  Fort  Royal, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Mcuster  Baker ^ 
U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  yacht  America^  to  proceed  to  North 
Edisto  River  as  hearer  of  mxiUs  to  vessels,  etc. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Jvly  IS,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  America  under  your  com- 
mand to  North  Edisto,  delivering  the  mails  for  the  Mohawk  and 
Planter  and  receiving  the  mails  for  the  Paul  Jones,  sent  there  from 
Stono,  with  which  you  will  return  at  once  to  this  anchorage. 

If,  however,  the  Paid  Jone^%  mail  is  not  at  North  fkiisto,  in  place 
of  returning  here  vou  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Parrott,  oi  the  Augusta,  to  relieve  the  Blunt  in  blockading 
duty,  the  Bhint  to  be  sent  to  this  port. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fla^-  Offixier, 
Acting  Master  J.  Baker, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Yo^ht  America. 


Orihr  of  FUig- Officer  Du  Font,  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
regarding  U,  S,  steamers  Crusaaer  and  Seneca, 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  IS,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  for 
blockade,  to  relieve  the  Seneca.     You  will  please  send  the  latter  vessel 
at  once  to  this  anchorage  for  repairs,  etc. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offi/}er, 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  Senior  Offi^cer  off  Cfuirleston, 
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of  Fhttj'i^ffirer  l)fi  Ptmt^  U.   S,   Navy,  to  Lwidenant  Ithmd^ 
U*  S*  Nary^  cmnmiindmtj  U.  S,  S.  OnmifJ^eTn  to  p^roceed  ojt  f^harim- 

FLAGSHir  Vermont, 

Port  Royal  Jfot^or,  S\  C,  July  IK  AV6^. 
Sir:  The  tit*fe8,situ\s  of  the  hluckado  off  Churleston  i-oriijMil  nn'  to 
relieve  jou  for  the  present  from  the  charge  of  the  waters  of  North 
Edisto, 

You  will  |dea.se  proreed^  therefore,  to  Charleiston  and  import  fur 
biorkadin^r  aiity  to  Conimander  Parrott,  of  the  Au{/usta,  the  senior 
officer* 

ResipectfuUy,  ete., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

/Yr/y-  Ojficvt'. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A*  C  RmND, 

U*  S.  S.  VrnmtdeT\  Port  RoyaL 


of  Actimi    Volunteer  LUidenunt   Trundy^  IL  S^  If(wy^  cfmt- 
'ng  fJ.  S*  mirk  RoSuek^  ofhh  arrimd  at  RrooHyn  nary  yard 
'  repairs. 

Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn,  Jnly  Ifu  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  urrival  of  the  U.  S.  hark  A%> 
^_  Jp/rX  under  my  rommand  at  tniy  station  at  it:HUa,  ni.  this  day,  from 
^■Port  Royal,  for  necessary  repairs,  as  per  order  of  Commodore  S.  F. 
^^I>u  Pont,  tla^-offirer  of  Scmtfi  Atlantic  Bloekadiuff  Squadron, 

Awaiting  the  orders  of  the  Department,  I  remain,  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

tG.  A.  Trundy, 
Actinij  Vdunteer  Lisutefiant^  Comdf/,  fL  S,  Bark  Ro^mck. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
S^retary  of  the  Nany^    Wa^kmgttm^  D.  V. 


I 


Order  of  the  Secretary  ff  the  Nary  to  ths  c&tmtmfidant  nwiry  mrd^ 
Bost^m^  urgiuif  diHjHiteh  in  the  prt^Hiratirm  of  vemels  far  the  Soidh 
AtfUmiic  Squadron. 

.  Navy  Department^  Jaly  15^  1S62. 
Sir:  T  transmit  herewith  an  order  for  tlie  I/ofmft(ou'e  and  Canons 
daiyfoiUi  proceed  to  Port  K*>yal,  S,  C,  the  moment  tliey  arc  ready 
for  sea.  \  our  last  weekly  report  states  that  they  will  he  ready  by 
the  25th  of  this  month.  The  Department  desires  you  to  press  for- 
ward the  work  on  them.  It  is  important  that  they  should  sail  !>efore 
the  25th,  if  possible,  as  Flag-Otlieer  Du  Poiit's  fon^e  has  been  much 
diminished  Ity  the  necessary  retui'n  of  vessels  for  repairs. 

LI  am^  respectfully,  etc*, 
Gideon  Wellks. 
: 


Cormnando/nt  Naiyy  Yard,  Bmtof^  Mem. 
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Navy  Department,  Jvlby  16^  1S62. 
Sib:  The  moment  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Hovsatonic^  to  the  com- 
mand of  wtich  you  have  been  appointed,  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed 
with  her  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Wm.  Kogebs  Taylob, 

Appointed  to  Oommcmd  U.  S.  S.  Ilousatonic^  Boston, 

[Similar  order  to  Conmiander  Jos.  F.  Green,  conmianding  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Canandaigtui^  Boston.] 


Order  of  tfie  Secretwry  of  the  Nam/  to  Commwnder  Gcmsevoort^  U,  S. 
Navy^  commanding  Tj,  S,  S.  Adirondack^  to  proceed  to^  Port  Moyal^ 

Navy  Department,  July  15^  1S62. 
Sib:  After  you  shall  have  carried  out  the  sealed  instructions  sent  to 
you  on  the  11th  instant,  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Guebt  Gansevoobt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Adirondack^  New  York. 


Order  of  Fla^-Offi'^er  I}u  Pont^  U,  S,  Naiyy^  to  Lieutenant  Truxtun^ 
U,  S,  Navy ^  for  a  thorough  reconnoissance  near  HutchinsorCs  hland^i^ 
South  Carolina, 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  16,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  last  communication,  referring  to  the  in- 
roads of  the  rebels  on  Hutchinson's  Islands,  etc.     I  send  you  the  Hale, 
a  light-draft  steamer,  to  enable  you  to  scour  the  waters  in  your  vicinity 
and,  if  possible,  to  capture  these  marauders. 

As  soon  as  you  have  accomplished  these  reconnoissances  I  wish  you 
to  send  the  Iiale  back  to  this  anchorage. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

U.  S.  Ship  Pale,  St.  Helena  Sound. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Boaster,  U.  S.  Navy,  reaarding 
measures  for  the  protection  of  cont/rabands  on  North  Islana,  South 
Carolina. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Winyah  Bay^  near  Oeorgetown  Light-House,  July  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  instant  I  received  information  from  Mr.  Denn}^  who  made  his 
escape  from  Georgetown  with  his  wife  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant, 
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that  there  arc  500  troops  at  GeorgGtown,  eonsLsting^  of  cavalry,  infan- 
try, and  artillery,  who  intend  crossing*  over  in  boats  from  Georfifetown 
to  Pt41ey^H  [Pawley\sJ  Island  and  from  thenro  to  the  north  end  of 
North  Ishind,  with  tlm  intention  of  destroying  the  contralmods  that  we 
have  on  the  .south  end  of  North  Island^  which  niimlier  about  700  men, 
women,  and  childi-en. 

I  deemed  it  advisable  to  inmiediately  ^^et  mv  vessel  underway  and 
take  her  into  Winyah  Bay,  where  I  am  now  lying,  for  their  protec* 
tion.  In  coming  in  I  did  not  find  less  than  14  feet  of  water  on  toe  bar. 
I  think  we  have  foi^-e  enoiitrh  to  protect  the  contrabands  and  aho  to 
look  out  for  the  blockading  service,  as*  we  have  a  small  tug,  which  Cap- 
tain Prentiss  captured  up  tlie  Saotee  River,  which  we  fjow  use  for  the 
purpose  of  running  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  North  and  South  Santee 
to  see  that  no  vessels  get  in  or  out.  The  contrabands  are  very  desti- 
tute of  clothing  and  fomb  and  if  it  is  possible  to  have  them  removed  to 
a  place  of  greater  safety  1  should  think  it  advisable. 

1  received  from  Mr,  Cptegroie,  the  pilot,  whose  family  is  in  George- 
town, that  they  are  treated  in  a  most  gross  and  insulting  manner  by 
the  rebels,  and  if  possilde  he  would  like  to  get  them  away  from  there. 
Please  find  enclosed  Captain  Gregory's  report  of  vessels  lying  aVK>ve 
Georgetown,  and  also  one  from  an  unknown  p>rson  in  Georgetown,  of 
vessels  that  have  run  the  blo(*kade  and  others  which  will  attempt  it. 
I  send  you  a  ptickage  of  Charleston  papers  with  this  report, 
i  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  ot^dient  servant, 

IB,  Baxteb, 
Actiny  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  CommnntUji^, 

Commodore  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flug- Officer^  Comdg.  South  Athintu'  Bl4j€kadifig  Sfuadrmu 

lEadosax&L] 

Steamer  ^/nrt/  side-wheel;  capacity,  300  tierces  rice, 
^—   Wcenee;  55  feet  long;  side-wheel;  5U  tons. 

Schooner ;  tonnage,  15tJ  tons;  name^  Omh  Peek* 

Steamer  GenemJ  Ripley:  up  Pedee  River;  about  175  tons;  side- 
wheel. 

Average  number  of  troops,  5*W,  one  company  artillery  included; 
three  tiempieces,  all  6  pounders. 

On  board  the   WeMmt  Wudd^  3^  tierces  clean  rice. 
On  shore,  la  tierces  clean  rii-e. 

By  information,  said  to  be  atx)ut  l,m)0  tierces  of  clean  rice  about 
Georgetown,  near  the  river;  700  negroe.s  on  North  Island, 
Kespectfully, 

Sami*.  B,  Gregory, 
Acting  Mmter^  Vomfttanding. 

lActing  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  CommaDding  L  B,  Baxter. 


I 


Steamer  NashnlU  is  in  tb©  f^reechee  River,  below  Savaniiah,  with  anriF* 
Three  Enplu^h  steamers*  in  Charleft?toii,  lat*^  arrivale  froai  En>rlam!,  with  arrns. 
The  gteAnier  Seatrrmk,  kitely  caplnrevl  in  Kiiir»  Bay,  in  r*»ttimaiKle<l  by  Dan  Vin- 
cenl,  from  Charleston.     Tliii*'i8  the  thirtl  time  that  he  haa  been  L-aptured. 
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The  iihovr  note  was  forwarded  to  me  by  Mi\  Denny,  of  Georgetown, 
who  if5  on  board  with  his  wife,  having  left  in  a  boat  with  part  of  his 
things.  David  Risloy  is  the  gentleman  forwarding  the  note  and 
papers. 

RespeetfuJly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  B.  Gregory. 


Letter  from  Majm  Gmeral  Hunter j    U*   S.  Arviy^  to  Flda- 
Du  ihtd^   IT.  S.  JVavVj,  regnestin(/  thut  h-e  assume   control  o^ 
r/uarantine  station  In  Port  Jim/al  Ilarbor^  S*  C, 

Hmabquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

mUon  Html,  Port  Royal,  S.  CI,  July  16,  1862. 
Commodore:  Not  being  acquainted  with  the  regulations  necessary 
to  establish  a  thorough  quarantine  for  vessels  arriving  at  this  port,  I 
have  to  throw  myself  on  your  knowledge  for  assistance,  and  to  request 
that  yon  will  assume  control  of  the  quarantine  station  in  this  harlior. 
Instructions  will  be  given  to  all  the  pilots,  quartermasters,  and  har- 
bor employes  to  carry  out  any  orders  you  may  issue  on  the  suhject, 
in  order  to  relieve  you  of  trouble  in  the  affair  as  much  as  possible. 
With  the  highest  esteem,  yours,  very  obediently, 

D.  HuNTERj 

Majirr-  Getvera^. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg»  South  Atlantic  nhyckdg.  Squadron^  Port  Rwyal  Harbor^ 


Order  of  Commander  Draytrni-^  U,  S,  Na/inf^  senior  ojicer  in  Stojw 
River ^  to  Li^uttmaul  Bankhead^  U.  S.  Imvy^  to  assume  tempyrary 
mm/ffmnd  in  those  waters* 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

SUmo  Ri'i^er,  Jidy  16^  1862, 
Sir:  As  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  Port  Royal  for  a  few  days,  in  the 
mi*;uitinie  you  will  take  charge  of  the  vessels  hero,  keeping  up  the 
blockade  and  preventing  as  nuich  as  possible  the  reoccupation  of  the 
enemy^s  pt^sitions  at  Old  Battery  or  on  Cole's  Island.  Unless  this 
should  ho  att43mpted,  or  a  disposition  be  exhibited  to  disturb  you  in 
your  present  position,  I  woula  recommend  you  not  to  open  tire. 

During  the  night  at  least  I  should  keep  two  vessels  on  Old  Biittery; 
in  the  day  one  of  them  might  perhaps  be  well  employefl  in  looking  out 
for  the  Massachtisetts  or  other  vessels  that  ma}"  desire  to  communicat  * 
outside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton^ 
Senior  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead, 

QunhiMit  P&mhiifm^  Stono  River. 
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Heport  of  Commaml^iT  (ToldslKtroutjIi^  (7,  S*  Navy^  fottinuindintj  U*  S, 
S.  rffrridn,  re^ardin^  general  affairs  in  St,  Simmies  Saund^ 
Oeorgia. 

U.  S,  S,  Floktda, 

St.  Sifn/m's  Stmnd,  Jidy  16,  1862, 

FLAo-OFncER:  I  dcpiii  it  proper  to  iriforui  you  that  our  colony  on 
tht"  i.sland  of  St.  Siiiion's  hnn  increa.sed  yo  lurf^ely  (oxqv  thirty  having 
(wen  added  since  my  arrival,  and  more  coming  daily)  that  I  huve  every 
reason  to  believe  it  is  beginning  to  excite  the  serious  attention  of  the 
^bel  authorities  of  this  State,  Their  seaeoast  guards  have  been 
increased,  their  pieketn  multiplied  on  the  mainland,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  vesselg  under  my  eomrnand  are  judieiously  stationed,  yet,  being 
jBXtended  over  sueh  a  distanee,  they  are  far  out  of  sight  of  each  other; 

id  in  order  to  gi\  e  proper  seeurity  to  the  isknd  and  to  the  contra- 
bands, to  whom  we  are  in  a  mea.su re  committed,  and  to  prevent  a  land- 
ing by  the  rebels  under  C4>ver  of  a  tkrk  night,  I  "Strongly  recommend 
that  railitaiy  posse.sftion  be  at  once  taken  and  a  force  of  one  or  two 
hundred  soldiers  or  marines  landed* 

The  accompanying  reix)rt  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Conunanding  Wat- 
tiiough,  recently  addressed  to  me,  evinee-s  at  least  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  a  large  colonj^  of  fugitive  negroes  on  the  island  has 
attracted  the  serious  consideration  of  their  owners  and  possibly  with 
an  idea  of  soliciting  military  assistance  for  their  recapture. 

The  last  of  the  coal  by  the  Milkird  I*llhnore  has  been  taken.  I  trust 
you  will  send  us  more  at  once,  together  with  the  supplies  a^ked  for 
according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  different  vessels,  whii'h  are  much 
needed.  I  have  been  coeipelled  to  supply  the  Jhto/Nska,  Waj/i^uita^ 
and  Madifie  with  provisions  from  this  sliip  in  order  to  keep  those 
vessels  at  their  stations. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  good  work  done  bv  Mr.  Ziegler  and  other 
engineers  of  this  ship  to  the  ma€hinerv  of  the  JA^r/y/V.  They  were 
employed  on  board  of  her  two  weeke,  working  night  and  day^  and  Mr. 
Ziegler,  my  chief  engineer,  informs  me  that  her  engine  is  now  in  better 
order  than  when  she  sailed  from  New^  York.  This  opinion  is  confirmed 
by  her  cai>tiiin  arul  engineers. 

I  have  anticipated  your  orders  in  a  measure  by  directing  the  />>- 
tojuska  to  keep  an  eye  on  Ossal^mw.  She  \b  now  permanentlv  sta- 
tioned at  that  point  and  her  withdrawal  from  my  division  leaves  t)ol>oy 
and  the  Altamaha  uncovered,  1  hope  you  will  send  me  another  vessel 
as  soon  as  you  C4in,     It  is  important  1  should  have  one. 

I  have  to  repcjrt  Captain  Godfrey,  of  the  Darlnft/Um^  for  ti-ading 
and  speculating  with  the  contrabands  of  this  island,  enarging  the  most 
extravagant  prices  for  all  manner  of  articles,  such  as  hoops,  calicoes, 
trinkets,  etc.,  for  women;  realizing,  or.  at  least,  reaching  in  many 
instances  over  2<H)  per  cent  of  the  real  value.  I  learn  that  Captain 
Godfrey  has  been  in  this  kind  of  trading  business  along  this  coast  for 
many  years. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  will  expire  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September;  also  a  report  from  the  t-hief 
engineer  of  this  shio,  upon  the  wretched  condition  of  our  l>oilers  and 
steaui  chimneys,  and  for  it  1  ask  your  serious  consideration,  adding  to 
that  report  that  it  is  impossible  for  us,  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, to  carry  steam  sufficient  to  enable  the  ship  to  go  more 
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than  ♦>  knots  j>ci'  hour.  Our  hott<nii  is  ven-  fouL  and  it  ha^i  heen  re- 
ported to  uie  that  three  sheet.-*  of  copiKM*  are  off  on  the  p<jrl  side  for- 
ward, }K^^ides  bein^'  nigged  in  nmny  pfiu-es,  I  hope  you  will  allow  the 
.ship  to  be  doeked  and  her  hoilers  and  struni  4'hiinney^  put  in  a  eondi- 
tioTi  that  we  may  i^uccessfully  eontcnd  against  the  storms  of  the  winter 
month?*. 

The  104  feet  of  iron  pipe  sent  from  New  York  for  our  new  condenser 
is  nuich  Uio  large  and  ran  not  T>e  used.  Before  the  apparatus  t-an  be 
put  up  an  entire  new  set  of  piping  will  l>e  required,  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions, lien uisit ions  for  that  purpose  will  f)e  forwarded  as  soon  as  a 
sketch  can  be  made. 

Before  elosing,  1  would  remark  that  the  la.st  iron  arm  of  my  windlass 
ha,s  latelv  l»een  carried  away,  rendering  the  lifting  power  useless.  Not 
having  the  means  to  repair  it  on  Ixmrd  ship,  a  new  one  will  be  required, 
lu  the  meantime  I  have  siUjstituted  the  deek  tackle. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  ytnir  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  G0LD6BOROUGH, 

Chmmander* 

F lag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Potjt, 

Gomdg,  Soidh  Atlnntte  BUn^kadifuf  S^piodnm^  Port  Royal ^  S.  CI 

[Eticloatire,] 

IT.  S.  S.  POTOMSBU, 

St.  Simws,  July  9,  1862. 

SiRr  I  tiave  the  following  fa<*ts  to  report  in  reference  to  a  flag  of 
tru*"e  that  was  seen  approacbuig  this  vessel  on  the  Tth  instant  whilst 
at  anchor  at  Sjipelo.  I  ordered  a  boat  to  meet  it  at  some  dLstance 
from  the  shij),  giving  the  officer  onb'rs  to  notify  it  to  keej)  off,  to  demand 
their  business,  and,  if  of  a  trivial  nature,  or  having  any  reference  to 
contnibands,  to  decline  any  furthi^r  interctnirse.  The  officer,  Mr, 
Curtis,  found  the  party  to  consist  of  a  Captain  Brelesford.  in  uniform 
of  a  cavalry  officer,  Messrs.  Df  la  (fal  anu  Watson,  citizens,  the  crew^ 
composed  of  soldiers.  Captain  B.  inforrucd  Mr.  Curtis  he  had  Ijeen 
or^lered  Ijy  his  commanding  geneiid,  Mercer,  to  eseorl  the  gentlemen 
to  the  senior  officer  in  tonunand  almut  here:  that  he  was  very  anxious 
to  convei-se  w  ith  the  captain  of  the  gunl^ojit  as  Uy  the  means  of  getting 
them  to  that  officer,  etc.  M  i\  Curtis  tinally  consented  to  l»ring  him  alone 
to  this  vessel  in  our  Iwiat,  to  which  h(^  agreed.  Our  interview  of  half  an 
hour  wiis  a  courteous  one.  1  found  from  him  that  the  citizens  were 
coming  to  reclaim  fugitives  on  the  gnmnd  that  they  were  noncomljat- 
ants,  and  this  with  the  sanction  ui  Gcncnd  Mercer,  Captain  B,  seemed 
aware  of  the  singuhiritv  of  the  affair,  and  remarked  he  had  told  them 
their  m  i  ss  i  i>  n  was  an  selcss  on  e .  H  e  w^  i  s  h  e  d  m  e  to  t  'a  1 '  vy  t  h  em  d  o  w  n  to 
vou;  this  I  declined.  He  desired  to  go  down  by  the  inland  passage  in 
his  iioat.  I  also  refused  this,  and  told  him  if  they  detenuine<i  to  seek 
an  intenMcw  with  you  they  must  go  dow^n  to  Brunswick  by  laml,  and 
there  take  boat  and  go  to  your  vessel.  At  the  same  time  I  volun- 
teered it  a^  my  o|)inion  their  iius,Hion  was  a  lK>otless  one;  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  all,  without  distinction  of  color  or  condition,  who 
sought  and  claimed  the  protection  of  our  Government  were  received 
and  were  at  lifwrty  to  remain  or  return^  as  they  desired.  He  recog- 
nized the  condition  of  atfairs  re^idily,  and  admitted,  tacitly,  its  justice. 
I  added  that  we  took  no  measures  to  entice  |iarties,  and  that,  excepting 
such  rules  of  government  necessary  for  their  welfare,  they  were  free 
from  coDdtraiot, 
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showed  me  liis  ordors,  alwve  alluded  to,  from  Genenil  Mercer,  hut 
in  .st*lectiiitj  thein  from  a  nimd>er  of  h*tti*rH  he  i^Rve  lue  the  wrunj^'  one 
at  tii-^^t,  whieh  1  hud  merely  ij^liinced  at,  when  I  discovered  the  iiiistiike 
and  handed  it  baek.  He  apologized  with  apparent  sineerit^^  at  having 
given  me  that  letter,  and  declared  it  wsxs  entirely  unintentional.  The 
eootentj^  of  this  letter,  whieh  was  also  from  Ueneml  Mercer,  related 
tirnt  to  a  great  victory  achieved  over  the  '*  enemy''  iii  front  of  Rich- 
mond. We  bad  been  reptdsed,  our  camp?^,  etc.,  were  in  their  poases- 
8ion,  large  iiuniber?5  of  prisoners  hourly  coming  in,  and  that  Geoeml 
heo  was  in  full  pursuit  of  the  retreating,  defeated  enemy.  Noxtcitnie 
some  reference  to  a  personal  matter  af>out  a  commission  from  Hich- 
mond  for  Captain  B.  This  was  it8  sulistance.  The  battles  were  on  the 
4th  and  5th  of  this  month.  Captain  B.  did  not  seem  disposed  to  uttoeb 
full  credence  to  it,  remarking  that  they  had  had  so  many  rumors  he 
hartllv  knew  what  to  believe* 

This  is  the  substance  of  our  interview.     Excuse  the  length  of  this 
report,  but  1  was  anxious  to  gi\'e  all  the  material  facts. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pen.  G.  Watmough^ 
A et  ing  L  leutemi  n  t ,  Ootn  nmndifig . 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Senior  in  Vmmnand  of  DiMricL 


'Report  of  Second  AmMant  Engineer  de  KraM^  U.  S.  Niwy^  r^arding 

of  u.  s. 


repairs  nmmsary  to  the  mac  hi  fiery 


S.  Seneca* 


^g  U,  S.  GxipraoAT  Senega, 

■  Port  Royals  S,  a,  July  17.  1S62, 

H  Sir:  Upon  examination  1  find  the  stern  bearing  and  propeller  shaft 
Hof  this  vessel  to  be  so  much  worn,  aad  the  shaft  settled  to  such  an 
■^extent,  that  I  regard  the  further  use  of  the  engine  without  re^mirs  as 

likely  to  lead  speedily  to  the  loss  of  the  propeller  or  other  damage  of 

a  yet  more  serious  nature. 

I  respectfully  request  a  survej  to  determine  the  condition  of  the 

shaft  and  bearings  and  what  repairs  may  be  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^fc  James  W.  dr  Krafft, 

^V  Second  AssistatU  Engineer^  U*  5.  Nmnf, 

^K   Lieutenant  Daniel  Ammen, 

^ft  Commanding  U,  S.  OurAoai  Seneca, 

N 

^p   Procee 


Proceed  with  the 
'report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 


[Telegram.) 

Na\^^  Department,  Jidy  17,  l^G2, 
ConeffUfugh  with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Royal  and 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nofvy. 


I  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 


r.  S.  S.  FL.&XBEAC. 

Snt:  r  ha.T<»  tfai^  ikMior  t«>  tnf orm  too.  ciiAC  in  ofaed&nKe  to  ao  ordei 
from  Fla^-Oficirr  S.  F.  Da  P<xlc  I  left  P»rt  BoymL  Sl  C.  on  the  lath 
instant,  with  thi»  v<^e«>i  an«ier  my  i.nxnzuuid.  ib  tow  o<  the  steuner 
\'tn*I<rM[J:^  ftrrivin^  i^t  EEaunpcoa  BG«ti»  on  the  I5di  HutBiit  There 
^xkfii  ^^mporanr  repairs  were  made  to  oar  machiiienr  a^  to  enable  me 
to  reai^b  thL*  port  witfaixxt  further  j^t£«tui!e.  I  fakre  reported  my 
arrival  to  the  «!ommaiidant  of  the  oaTx  jard. 

I  remain,  verr  res«pectfally.  yotir  obedient  serrant. 

J.  H.  Ufshr. 

Hon.  Gti>EO?(  Wellzs. 


Flagship  Vekxdxt* 

dnt:  I  have  receired  your  ^veral  interesting  commonicatkmson  the 
rxmdition  of  matter?  geoerallT  in  Sc  John's  River. 

It  l"*  my  intention,  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible*  to  relieve  yoa.  so 
that  yoTi  rokii  retam  to  Port  Boval  and  repair.  The  P'lui  J»>nei^  Com- 
mander .^teedman.  has  joined  this  squadron,  bat  at  present  is  engaged 
in  nmking  a  rer:i[>nno»sance  in  the  waters  of  O^sabaw  Soond.  where  the 
rel'ieb  have  erected  a  hjatteij. 

Wbem  thL«  i-  linl^bed  I  will  send  her  to  St.  John*s«  where  her  light 
draft  (Ti  feet;  and  powerfoi  armament  will  enable  her  to  hold  those 
waten  effe^rtnally. 

The  r-^^ndition  of  the  Patroon  and  Unoi*^  as  referred  to  in  your  com- 
mnnioation.  ha^^  determined  me  to  make  extensive  changes  in  the  offi- 
('.Hr^.  in  aryrordance  with  your  suggestions,  though  in  some  res|iects  1 
hiave  f\*'V\Sk\f-A  from  them. 

J  have  ordered  Acting  blaster  Gregory  to  the  conomand  of  the 
l'af.f^>^/n:  detached  Acting  Master  Lehirand  ordered  him  to  the  Sump- 
h-t:  hsivfr  itent  to  your  vessel  Acting  Master  Doekrav.  of  the  Keystone 
i^.f^tU;  'a\^9  Afrting  Master  Tarr.  of  the  Unou;  detached  from  the  Imac 
.\ffM  Acting  >la>;ter  Corser  and  ordered  him  to  the  Patro(m^9xiA 
'U'tfU'hf'A  two  of  the  four  acting  master's  mates  of  the  Patroon  (whose 
narnefl  will  U;  fillf?d  up  by  you)  and  ordered  them  to  the  Cncas. 

The  /^iifM}Uf:r  Bativknf?  toucned  at  Port  Royal,  but  the  master  did  not 
n^^rffrt,,  I  approve,  certainly,  of  your  taking  the  lumber,  but  you  are, 
in  juy  opinion,  authorized  to  seize  it  as  prize.  Take  as  much  more  of 
it  HM  YOU  please,  and  send  it  north  regularly  as  prize  property  and  not 
for  the  use  of  the  Government 
Kespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  NiCHOtsox, 

Senior  Officer^  St.  John'^s. 
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S.^Siiico  the  above  was  written  I  hiive  uuide  sonio  changes,     I 

have  detached  Acting  Master  Corser  from  your  nhm  and  ordered  hini 

to  the  KeyHUme  State  to  take  jxi^sage  to  Fort  R(*\'at  on  the  Mit^sachu' 

setts.     I  have  detached  Acting  Master  Dickinson  frooj  the  Keijstmi^ 

"  State  and  ordered  iiiin  to  the  Patroon  as  a  pilot  for  those  waters,  Which 

I  3*ou  so  much  require. 

S.  F.  Dlt  p., 


letter  of  Fl4ig-  OMca^  Du  Pmt,  U.  S.  Nmy,  to  Flag-  Officer  PmJding^ 
v,  S,  Nmvy^  rega/rdmg  captured  harge. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pt^t  Rfyyal  Ilarfior,  S,  CV,  July  lh\  1866. 
Ste:  The  Courier^  which  leaves  here  in  a  few  days,  takes  to  New 
York  the  tirst  cutter  of  the  SavanTKih,  which  was  stove  while  that  ves- 
sel wiis  aground  on  the  bar  when  leaving  Port  KoyaL     It  might  sociu 
be  repaired  at  the  navy  yard.     AIbo  the  barye  Ijelonging  to  Commodore 
Tattnall,  captured  in  Wa*ssaw  lastwdnter,  w-hicti  I  beg  jour  acceptance 
of  as  a  prize  memorial  of  our  quoodaui  friend. 
Respectfullj,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FliMf- Officer. 
Flag-Officer  H,  Paulding, 

(Jommumimg  V.  S.  JVavy  Yard^  New  York. 


[Telegmm.] 

Navy  Department,  July  18^  186B — 3:15  p,  m. 
Direct  Commander  Rodgers,  of  the  Wftba>t/t,  to  lesve  for  Washington 
to-night. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast* 

Camfnatidant  Navy  Yard^  PMladelphm. 


I 


Mepcrt  of  Lietdenant  Ttmiun^  U*  8.  Na^y^  regmrding  a  reconn&issatioe 
"in  Asnepoo  and  CmfdMiht^e  rkfers^  South  Carolmu^  f/y  the  IT,  S,  S, 
E.  B.  Hak,  My  18-19,  ISG^. 

U.  S.  Sfflp  Dale, 

SL  IJelma  Sound,  S.  (7.,  July  m  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  18th  instant  I  proceeded  15  niilcM 

up  the  AsheiK>o  River  in  the  gunboat  E.  B,   IfaJe.  Acting  Master 

Commanding  A,  T.  Snell,  till  in  sight  of  the  earthw^orks  ciiTled  Fort 

Cliapman,  from  which  a  mounted  picket  was  observed  to  leave  in  haste, 

Ilavmg  been  informed  by  the  negroes  that  a  barricade  of  piles  had 

n  driven  across  the  river  a  short  distance  below  the  works,  the 

bf'b  rate  was  reduced  to  half  speed.     While   looking  for  the 

^obstructions  the  vessel  suddenly  struck  on  them  lightly  and  passed 

over  with  the  flood  tide.     We  then  an<*horcd  alireast  the  works,  which 

proved  to  be  only  a  simple  line  of  parapet  for  infantry  defense,  al>out 

300  yards  long,  flanked  on  either  end  by  projections  of  a  similar  nature. 


^^9  ^0rTB  ATLAsmc  muxKAnnM  gori—r, 

.V*  t^T«^  van  Midiu^  ia  tbe  «offk»  id  be  <lcrtmf«L  sad  fvtin^ 
auixyiCfc^  u#  r»fiM»  the  burwade  before  the  tBde  ^katdi  h3L  we  tkrew  a 
Ufw  «iK{:  f EvUf  tb^  detfene  voods  in  the  rear  of  the  panpct  aad  reCanied 


to  onr  fonuer  ftadionn.  pa«i^  ofer  the  ohstractioai  with  bat  fittle 
*     ' "  wit  tte  :  "  ■ 


difinh  r  aad  witfarjot  tte  sligfateet  ^iunfv  to  the  ^ 

Ob  th^  LMfc  ilKtaot  we  proceeded  17  iime»  iq>  the  OoMbahee.  a  rirer 
tbat  faerev^ore  faai^  aerer  been  riated  by  u^.  At  FidtT^  Pomt,  aboot 
IZ  ndhiA  frfjm  the  •faip.  we  foiuid  a  ?aoog^  weO-bidlt.  but  desnted  4- 
gna  baOerr.  Ihnked  on  ite  left  br  a  rifle  pit.  at  which  was  atvtioiied  a 
^nafl  {Mefcetgoard:  «o  ^odien  an3  anexpceted  was  <mr  appeaiance  that 
the  piefcec  on  watch  bad  only  time  to  sprii^  from  his  fa«MMfci%  and 
ma.  We  captnred  the  effects  of  the  softid.  The  mftgaziDeof  thefort 
bad  bwafii^  in  with  earth  and  the  {mtfoim^  for  the  gnnfr  burned  out. 

Fataiog  on  aSoat  4  miles  futher  ap  the  river  the  steamer  gjroonded 
at  the  top  of  bigfa  water,  botwas  got  afloat  witb  bat reir Itetie  trouble. ' 
We  then  retarni^  to  oar  present  anGfaorage. 

I  endo^  TOO  a  nxzgb  «ketdi*  of  the  pci«itio&s  of  the  forts,  from 
which  joa  will  «ee  tfaat  both  have  to  be  approached  head  oa.  the  rivers 
beiiq^  Terr  narrow. 

Having' accr.rtDphshed  the  immediate  object  for  which  a  steamer  was 
M>  moch  reqoirra.  I  have  directed  Acting  Master  SneU  lo  return  to 
Port  BovaL  touching  at  Beaaf ort  to  land  a  number  of  contiabands. 

I  am  nre.  dr.  the  presence  of  the  [£  B.^  JT'il^  in  these  waters  has 
been  of  ^reat  benefit  and  will  for  some  time  keep  the  rebel  iMrMiHitt|r 
parties  in  check.  I  would  respectfally  suggest  that  a  l^t-drafi 
ifteamer  be  -ent  here  for  a  day  or  two  about  once  a  monthu  uit  these 
visits  may  be  repeated  as  often  as  possible. 

All  tiie  guns  and  anmmnition  have  been  removed  from  Fort  Diay- 
ton  and  the  position  entirely  abandoned  by  the  land  foroesL 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

W.  T.  Tbcxtuk, 

riag-Officer  S.  F.  Dc  Po3rr. 

O/mmanding  South  Atlantic  Sguadron^  Ihrt  Royals  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Seerdary  of  the  Xavy^to  the  commandant  nary  yard,  Nem 
York,  urgirtg  durpatch  in  repairing  the  fy^ttd*  *ent  to  S^ew  York  hy 
JHagOficer  Du  Pont. 

Navy  Depastsient.  July  19^  1868. 
Str:  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  vessels  sent  to  New 
Yoric  by  Fla^-Officer  Du  Pont  should  be  repaired  as  soon  as  possible 
and  returned  to  bim.  Preference  should  be  given  to  them,  especially 
to  the  Flambeau,  and  no  more  repairs  should  be  put  on  them  than  may 
be  actually  necessary. 

I  am,  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Weujcs. 
Commodore  H.  PAnj>rsG, 

Commandant  Xavy  Yard.  Xeit  York. 

*Seeiiext  page. 
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Onlifj'  f^flhe  Sturetai'y  of  ih<  Nat^y  to  Lleutefimd  Ammett,  K  S.  A 
transfWrhi^j  hh  <mnmund frrmi  the  U,  S,  S,  Stfiecu  to  tfie  U.  S,  Xj 

Navy  Department,  Jfdy  19^  186^. 
Sir:  You  are  hf-rehv  detached  from  the  romiimnd  of  the  St^neea  and] 
you  will  reiK>rt  to  Flag-Offiwr  Du  Pout  for  the  command  of  the  U*  S.J 
steam  gutiboat  Sthttgo  w^n  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Port  Royal* 
1  aiu,  respectfuUv.  your  ol^edient  8ervunt, 

(tidkon  W  klj.es. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Daniel  Ammek,  U.  S.  Nav>', 

Pmi  Moyal,  S.  a 

[B^doneiaeiit.] 

Sir:  You  will  aasume  the  above  command  as  soon  as  Lieutenant ' 
Uhind  reports. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Rep(yrtof  Actimg  Yokinteei"  Lieiitenant  Baxter^  U,  S,  Nam^  o&mmandn 
mg  Jj.  S.  hark  Gem  of  tfte  &'</,  re^ardkig  affairn  m  the  Vf'emit4/  of 
Georgetoiimj  S,  C.^and  the  dmtnwtum  of  salt  work%  Jul}/ 19-21^  186S* 

U.  S.  Bab£  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Wimjah  Bay^  Oeofgetmrni,  S.  C,  Jfdy  £l{.  1S62, ' 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  19th  instiiut  I 
proceeded  with  the  nteamer  Western  World  and  the  8muU  tug  to 
Georgetown  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  away  Mr.  Uptegrove\s  family, 
I  sent  the  tug  with  two  toats  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  wharf,  wim 
the  request  to  the  mayor  bogging  that  he  would  deliver  up  Mr.  ITpte- 
grove\H  family,  which  request  was  very  affably  complied  with.  After 
receiving  them  on  board  we  proceeded  dow^n  the  river  to  our  anchor- 
age in  Winyah  Bay  near  the  light.  Mr.  Uptegrovc's  family  were  the 
only  persons  that  wished  to  leave,  as  the  mayor  gave  at!  tlie  inhabi- 
tants that  wished  to  leave  lil>erty  to  do  so,  as  he  wished  no  person 
there  that  had  any  hostile  feeling  against  the  t^nfederacy.  In  my 
conversiition  with  the  mayor  and  provost -ma  i^hal  of  the  city  1  found 
them  very  bitter  against  the  Union  and  appeared  to  be  sure  of  gain- 
ing their  jxjints. 

()n  the  night  of  the  20th,  Mr,  Wingate  and  his  wife,  who  are  citi- 
zetisof  Stiutn  l-aix^Hna,  made  their  escape  in  a  small  l>uat  from  George- 
town, and  arrived  on  board  of  our  vessel  the  follcnving  morning.  Mr. 
Wingate  wa^  a  member  of  Ward's  artillery,  who  were  stationed  at 
GeorgettjwiK  He  informs  me  that  a  portion  of  that  company  were  to 
leave  for  Polly's  |Pawley'sJ  Island,  where  W^ird  has  his  salt  works,  and 
that  it  was  the  intention  ui  a  portion  of  the  troops  to  cross  over  on 
North  Island  to  massacie  the  contralmnds,  who  are  under  onr  protec- 
tion. He  also  informs  me  that  a  portion  of  the  troops  at  Georgetown 
are  in  a  state  <»f  niutiny  on  account  of  Imd  treatment  and  for  want  of 
f  *  K  )d , 

On  the  21st  instant,  after  a  consultation  with  Captain  Gregory,  of 
the  WMerti  H/zr/rf.  I  proceeded  with  the  HTw^/v/  If f^rW  and  the  small 
tug  up  the  coast  15  nnles  to  Murray's  [Midway]  Inlet,  which  separates 
Polly  s  [Pawdey^s]  Island  from  the  mainland,  wliere  we  found  extensive 
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salt  vvorkH  on  tho  niaitiland,  i-apiiblo  of  riiaking  from  30  to  40  luii^bels 
of  salt  jxM*  day,  bplou^^iny  to  John  Lu  BriirM\  who  is  a  ntron^  seces- 
sionist, and  Oiptnio  Ward,  of  the  artillery,  uod  doMtroyed  thoTti;  hut 
while  we  wore  m  the  act  of  destri>yi»ig  tiiern  we  were  tiri'd  on  Ity  a 
party  of  about  twentj-tive  rebels  who  were  secreted  in  the  wood  uiid 
had  two  of  our  men  wounded.  Wo  then  drove  them  baek  and  aD'om- 
[ilished  our  work,  after  which  we  returned  to  our  anchonigfe  in  Win- 
yah  Bay. 

1  am,  sir.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  R  Baxter, 

Captain  Balch, 

'Senior  Officer  on  Board  U.  S.  8,  PocaJwfitaa. 

[EnoloBurcO 

U.  S.  S,  Westebn  World,  July  19,  1S62, 
Sir:  I  desire  you  t^^  deliver  up  all   the  Union  people  in  the  city  of 
Georgetown  who  may  dei^ire  to  leave. 

W^e  are  trioved  to  make  this  request  on  learning  that  many  families 
desiring  to  leave  are  in  a  destitute  condition. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  an  interview  with  you,  or  any  oilier 
authorized  agent,  whereby  an  amiaxble  arnuigement  could  be  made. 
Safe-conduct  will  lie  given. 

Respectful  ly,  your  obedient  sen- ant, 

L  B*  Baxter, 
ZdmiteThanty  Senior  Ojfictr,  Commanding* 
Saml.  B.  Gregory, 

(hmmandmij. 
I  Mayoe  of  the  Cttt  of  Georgetown. 


Order  of  Fl^tg-Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  8.  Nmyy^  to  Lieutenant  Bah^h^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  to  assume  cmnvmnd  a^  aenior  officer  off  Oeorgeknmi^  *!?.  C\ 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pfyrt  Royal  Hm^or,  S.  tV,  July  21.  ISG^, 

Sir;  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Poca/umtas  under  your  com* 
mand  and  assume  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  'S.  C,  and 
the  tributary  wafers  as  senior  otlieer. 

My  Uvst  iidviees  from  there  inform  me  that  some  7<Xi  contrabands, 
including  women  and  rhildren,  had  collected  on  North  Island.  It  is 
General  Hunter's  intention  to  send  a  steamer  to  tmnsport  them  to  Port 
Roy  ah 

Please  protect  them  until  this  can  be  done,  and  give  all  the  facilities 
you  can  toward  embarking  theuL 

Please  select,  on  your  arrival,  10 J  of  the  best  of  those  contrabands 
to  be  shipped  on  their  arrival  here  for  the  public  service.  The  medical 
officer  should  look  at  them. 

In  an  expedition  in>  the  Santee  under  Commander  Prentiaa  a  houBe 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Blake,  having  l>een  used  for  military  purposes,  in 
holding  pickets  and  otherwise,  w^as  burned  by  orders  of  Commander 
Prentiss,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  to  the  following  effect: 
*'The  capture  of  any  rebel  proi>erty,  such  as  cotton  and  rice  is  proper. 
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I  would  not  destroy,  however,  building  or  houses  unless  used  by  the 
rel)elH  for  stationing  pickets  or  any  other  military  purposes,  which  may 
be  annoying." 

I  have  been  informed,  however,  that  property  was  taken  from  the 
house  and  carried  on  board  some  of  our  vessels  by  officers  and  men. 
This  is  aminst  all  my  orders,  instructions,  and  injunctions,  and  I  am 
pained  to  learn  this  deviation  from  them.  Commander  Prentiss  had 
gone  north  before  I  knew  of  this  circumstance. 

You  will  please  enquire  into  this  transaction  and  cause  to  be  collected 
ever^'  article  so  taken,  in  whosesoever  possession  they  may  be,  and, 
placm^  them  on  board  the  Western  Worlds  will  dispatch  her  to  this 
poll  with  the  hundred  contrabands  above  alluded  to. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Baloh, 

U.  S.  8.  Pocahontas. 


Order  of  Fhtg-Offi/oer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Rock- 
well, TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Hope^  to  proceed^  for 
the  delivery  of  mails,  to  Wassaw,  Oa. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
P(yrt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  21, 1862. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Hope  under  your  command  to 
Wassaw,  delivenng  the  mails  for  the  vessels  there.     You  will  enauire 
of  Commander  Strong  about  Ossabaw,  ascertaining  from  him  aU  the 
facts  about  our  gunboats  there,  and  on  your  way  oown  you  will  stop 
oflf  that  point,  and  if  you  can  see  any  of  them  inside  you  will  enter. 
You  will  then  proceed  into  St.  Simon's  and  thence  to  Fernandina. 
On  your  return  to  this  port,  in  the  event  of  your  not  having  com- 
municated with  the  gunboats  at  Ossabaw,  and  if  they  are  in  sight  from 
the  masthead  of  your  vessel,  you  will  cross  the  bar. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Offi^^. 
Acting  Master  J.  E.  Rockwell, 

Comm/indinjg  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Hope^  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  Namj,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Paid  Jon<iH,  glmng  reasotis  for  not  eocecuting  in  fidl  the  order  far  a 
reconn/jissance  of  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Paul  Jones, 
At  Sea,  .My  21,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  not  finding  the  steamer  iJarlvngton  at 
Wassaw,  I  proceeded  down  the  coast,  looking  into  the  harbors  of 
Ossabaw,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Catherine's.  Off  Ossabaw  I  ex- 
changed numbers  with  the  PotomsJca,  Lieutenant-Commander  Wat- 
mough.     Night  coming  on,  I  anchored  in  the  neighborhood  of  St. 
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Simon\s,  and  early  in  tho  morn  in  jj:  ^ot  underway  and  stood  in  for  the 
entiunce  of  the  harlior  and  anrhored  near  the  outer  buoy. 

Not  having  any  pilot  oi"  late  sailing  directionM  for  t*ros8mg  the 
liar,  1  dispatched  a  boat  with  an  oificer  to  communicate  with  Com- 
mander Goldsbo rough  and  learn  the  w^here^bouts  of  the  Ikid!ru/fnn, 
On  the  arrival  of  the  boat  Commander  Goldsborough  was  kind  ejiough 
U}  send  the  Hteatuer  Matigie^  with  Mr.  Godfrey  on  board,  to  show^  mo 
the  way  in.  8(1  soon  as  we  anchored  I  reported  to  Commander  (tokls- 
borough  and  gave  him  a  copy  of  niy  orders, 

Mr.  Godfrey,  it  appears,  after  waiting  some  two  daysat  Wassaw,  had 
concluded  to  proceen  on  to  St.  Simoii'S  with  the  Lhtrlhujton^  where  I 
found  him.  Upon  consultjition  withComniaiidcr  Gold i:^ borough,  it  was 
deemed  advisalde  to  b?t  Mr.  Godfrey  continue  on  to  Feniandina  with 
the  1)41  fin Hjtnuy  and  to  return  with  all  dispatch,  Mr.  French  promising 
not  to  detain  her  over  forty -eight  hours. 

For  some  cau.se,  of  which  lam  ignorant,  he  had  not  made  his  appear- 
ance up  to  the  nicirningof  my  sailing,  just  one  week  from  the  time  ho 
left  for  Ft^rnandina.  In  consequence  of  his  not  arriving  and  my  ina- 
bility to  procure  a  pilot,  I  have  l>een  unable  to  carry  out  your  orders, 
and  as  I  have  less  than  live  days'  coal  on  board,  I  decided  upon  return- 
ing to  Port  Royal  for  coal  and  further  instructions.  Commander 
Goldsljorough  has  conuJiunicated  to  you  mv  ha\'ing  proceeded  to  sea 
on  the  ISth,  in  chase  of  a  small  steamer  which  ran  out  of  Sapelo. 
Unfortunately,  just  as  I  had  w^eighed  anchor  the  first  time  to  get  to 
sea  a  heavy  squall  of  wind  and  rain  struck  the  vessel  and  rendered  her 
completely  unman^igeable,  which  oldiged  nu3  to  anchor.  The  weather 
then  set  in  thick  and  obscured  all  sight  of  land,  and  remained  so  until 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  w^hen,  upon  its  clearing  up  sufficiently  to  see 
my  way  out,  I  got  undi*rway  and  proceeded  to  sea  in  chase,  which  was 
continued  at  the  rate  of  10^  knots  per  hour  for  some  eight  hours. 

At  in  o'clock,  the  weather  having  become  extremely  thick  and 
rainy,  I  considered  it  useless  to  proceed  farther,  and  returned  to  iSt, 
Simon's.  I  am  satistied,  had  I  been  able  to  get  out  the  first  time  I 
made  the  attempt,  I  would  have  had  a  very  good  chance  of  ctitching 
the  chase,  as,  frnnj  the  description  given  me  by  Lieutenant  Watmough, 
she  was  a  vessel  somewhat  tike  the  Di^rlhujfon  and  of  not  much  speed, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Ch8.  Stbedman, 

Flag-Officer  S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Comd{/.  Sotifh  Ailmittc  BU>d\'atUmj  Squaxirtm^  Ptni  RoyaL 


r  from  Flag-Ofiieer  Du  P&nt^  IL  S.  N(my^  i4j  Limitmo/fU  Triiwhcn^ 

U*  &*  Nwmj^  m  reaard  to  his recontwtssamk^  up  the  Aghepm  mid  Com* 
batiee  rivers^  Sout/i  VaTolma, 

Flagship  Vermont, 

Port  fffn/al  llarhm\  X.   a,  July  ^l^,  1S6'^, 
Sm:  I  have  received  your  comnuinication  of  the  20th  instant,  detail- 
ing your  reconnoisstmce  up  the  Ashepoo  and  Ckmilmhee  in  the  Ilal^^ 
which  is  most  satisfactorv. 
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I  had  intended  (>rii;^inally  .o  let  the  Tlnle  remain  under  yoar  orders, 
but  I  have  Hoven  broken-down  sUmnier.H  in  tlie  squadron,  mo8t  of  tJiem 
beyond  the  jxiwer  of  the  maehine  shop  t*>  repair.     I  will,  however,  see, 
that  juu  «fet  a  jsteanier  of  suitable  draft  occajsionally. 
Reispectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

LieuteDaot  Coiiunandiiig  W.  T.  Tsitxtun, 

U.  S.  Shij)  Dale,  St  Helena  Sound, 


Hep&rt  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S>  Navt/^  gmim  the  prmtion^  of 
the  vessels  under  A?i  <xmim4ind  on>  tJuj  hl^^cmdc. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Part  Bmjal  Ilarhor,  S.  il,  Jnly  BS^  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Denartment  of  the  present 
positions  of  the  veysela  of  my  squadron ,  on  tte  blockade: 

Off  Georgetown,  the  steamers  Pomhmitiu  and  Western  World  and 
bark  Oem  of  ths  Sm. 

Off  Bull's  Bay,  the  U.  S.  bark  ReMlem. 

Off  Charleston,  the  st^-amers  Jajru^  Adqer^  Augusta^  Al^abamn^ 
Bt'enmUe^  Smnpttrr,  Cnmtd<Ty  the  U.  S.  ships  Vandiilm,  Omnard^  Sfiep- 
hrd  KnajqK  the  bark  Ferniindm/i^  and  the  yacht  America. 

In  Stono  waters,  the  ste-amei-s  Ptwriee,  Ottawa^  Pemhma^  Henry 
Andrew,  and  It  lien. 

In  North  Eflisto,  the  steamere  Mohawk  and  Planter. 

In  St.  Helenn  Sound,  the  U.  S.  sloop  D(di\ 

In  Wassaw  Sound,  the  steamer  Flag  and  Imrk  Brasiliera. 

In  Ossabaw,  the  steamers  [//ladiilu  and  Potom^ka, 

In  St.  Simon's,  AJtamaha,  and  Sapelu  are  the  steamers  Florida^  ^ 
Wam^uita,  Madgte^  and  E.  B.  Hah. 

At  Fernandjna,  the  U,  S»  steamers  Dmmh  and  Darl/mgtoii, 

In  St,  John's  River,  the  steamers  haac  Smith,  Pairoo^^  and  Uncos, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

In  Port  Royal  Harbor,  the  steamers  Keystone  State,  Huran^  Sen^x-^a^ 
Wyanthftie,  and  the  schooner  G.  W,  Blunt,  all  of  which,  except  the 
one  first  mimed,  are  undergoing  repairs. 

The  Paul  Jonm  has  just  returned  here  from  a  reconnoissance  in  the  \ 
waters  of  Ossaljaw   Sound.     She  will  leave  to-morrow  for  the  St, 
John's  to  relieve  the  Imac  SmitlK 

The  Hope  is  constantly  running  up  and  down  the  coast  as  a  dispat<.".h 
vessel. 

The  tujpfs  Mercury  and  [  (K  M.  J  Pettit  arc  employed  in  this  harbor. 
The  storeship  Omtrier  goes  to  New  York  this  week. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F,  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  Officer,  Omndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se^etary  of  the  Jiavy,  Washington, 
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Order  of  Fl^q-  Officer  Ihi  Pant^  U>  S»  Navy^  to  Commander  Marcluind^ 
U,  Sl  Mt/fm^  commanding  U*  S.  S.  Jamm  Adgef\  trt  nmims  mmmand 
of  the  hloacade  off  Charleston^  S,  C 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Rmjal  Harfxyr,  S,  C.  July  gS,  18e». 
Sm:  You  will  plea^so  proceed  as  soon  a.H  the  Jantm  Adger  is  r^wiy 
for  8©rvio©  again,  and   resume  the   blockade  off  Charleston  and  its 
Mpproai'hes  jih  senior  officer. 

I  need  add  nothing  to  thi.s  order,  except  to  invoke  a  continuance  of 
that  earnest  xm\  which  has  hitherto  marked  your  efforts  in  conduct- 
ing this  moat  difficult  service. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
ConuDander  J.  B,  March  and, 

U,  S*  S*  James  Adger, 


Repmt  of  Flag-OMcei'  Du  Pont^  U,  *V.  Narjy^  regard4/f^  the  departure 
for  New  York  of  the  V.  8.  sioreship  Courier. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Piwt  Royal  ffmior,  K  a,  Jidy  H,  1^6^^ 
Sir:  The  U*  S.  storeship  tkmrivr  leaves  to-day  for  New  York.     She 
leak.s  so  badly  that  the  ij^tores  on  board  of  her  had  to  be  removed  and 
a  confiidenibfe  part  of  them  were  condemned  by  survey. 

I  have  directed  Acting  Master  Cressy,  who  commands  her,  to  report 
to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station,  New  York,  and  through  him  to 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Plug-  Offict^^  CoTndg.  South  AUmiiic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tks  Naey^  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  pu  Pont^U.  S.  Nav^y^  to  Commender  Ma/rehand^ 
U.  S.  Navt/^  regarding  e^ehange  vf  certain  of  the  ereiPtfthe  U,  S,  S, 
Wyandotte. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  IIai%€n\  S.  C.July  U,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Wyandottt'  stops  off  Charlaston  on  her  way  to  New  York. 
Yon  can  take  from  her  landsmen  and  coal  heavers,  enlisted  for  three 
years,  to  be  .exchanged  for  such  men  whose  times  have  expired  or  may 
expire  by  the  15tb  August,  but  no  tiremen  or  f>c»tty  officers  are  to  bo 
taki*ii  from  the  Wyofidottt-. 

\Vhcnever  coal  Vessels  are  discharged  off  Charleston,  leaving  only 
sufficient  for  ballastj  you  will  please  send  them  into  Stono,  where  the 
remaining  coal  will  be  taken  out  and  the  vessels  allowed  to  ballast 
vrith  satid  and  clear  for  the  north. 

Eespectfully,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont. 

Flag-Offi^^vr. 
Commander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Senior  Officer^  C/iarleston* 
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Order  of  Fhug- Officer  Ihi  Pont^  U.  S.  Havy^  to  Acting  Master  SneU^ 
IL  S]  Navy,  commanding  U,  S,  S.  E.  B.  Hale^  to  proceed  to  iSt. 
ShnofCs  Smtnd  for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Rrri  Royal  Harhor,  S,  0.,  July  U.  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  E,  B,  JIa/e  under  your  cointnand  to 
St   Simon'y  and  report  for  lilcH-kading  duty  to  Commander  Gold^* 
borough. 

Respectful  I  v.  eU\^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  A.  T.  Snell* 

Commanding  II  S.  S,  E  B,  Hair.  /Wt  lioyai. 


Order  of  Flag-OM^er  Dv  I^mt,    U.   S^Naiyp^  to  Commander   Golds- 
bfjraughy  U,  S*  Navy^regardim/  thesta^iion  of  the  U,  S.  S,  E,  B.  Ilal^. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harlmr,  S.  C,  July  ^,  ISm. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  Hale^  Acting  Master  8nell  commandiDg,  for 
blockading  duty. 

I  had  intended  her  for  St«  Andrew's  Sound,  but  the  Potomska  ouffht 

to  be  relieved  if  possible.     Use  your  best  judgment,  however,  on  this 

point,  and  if  you  can  spare  the  Potfntwhi  let  ithe  Hole  take  her  place* 

As  soon  as  the  SumMer  is  repaired  I  will  send  her  to  relieve  the 

Hale^  which  can  then  oe  stiitioned  in  St.  Andrew's. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flai/'O04^er. 
Commander  J,  R*  Goldsborough, 

Senior  Officer^  St.  Siniofi''8. 


Repi^rt  of  Limd^uini  Balch^  IL  S.  Na/oy^  commanding  K  S*  S.  Pbcor 
/iOfdaSj  detailing  kt^  tno^enwntB  umd^  orders  of  July  21^  IS6£, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Georgetown  Harhir,  S.  C.^  July  S4^  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sailed  from  Port  Royal  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  the  21st  instant,  and  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d  instant  I  landed  the  mails  for  Stono  and  4  barreLsof  whisky  for 
the  Otkiwa  and  Ellm^  and  arrived  off  Charleston  that  morning,  deliv- 
ering the  mails  for  that  division  of  the  fleet.  On  opening  his  dis- 
imtc^hes  Commander  Farrott  found  one  in  which  1  was  named  as  a  mem- 
ber for  the  survey  of  the  U.  S.  S.  AnguMa.  This  detained  me  some 
hours,  and  it  was  not  until  yesterday  morning  that  I  anchored  off  the 
Georgetown  Bar,  where  we  remained  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  waiting 
for  high  water. 

The  Western  Worlds  Cantain  Gregory,  came  out  with  pilots,  but  I 
preferred  a  regular  pilot,  Mr.  Cptegrovc,  who  came  out  in  the  pilot 
boat,  and  who  went  on  board  ana  brought  this  ship  in  safely*    1  toolt 
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the  pilot  boat  at  onco,  and,  with  Dr.  Rhoades,  enuw  in,  htipiiip  to  cxpc- 
(lite  matters  somewhat,  especially  as  the  De  Ftml  wan  out>^ido  waiting 
for  water  to  cros8  the  bar. 

Captain  Baxter,  in  the  readiest  manner,  accompanied  \\w  on  shore, 
where  we  had  a  gatherings  of  the  contrahands,  and  Dr.  Rhoades  jiro 
ceeded  to  select  such  as  were  lit  for  the  j^eneml  servire.  in  olu'clietHH^  tcj 
your  order  of  the  21st  instant.     He  has  seleeted  some  ninety,  who  will  1  w 
sent  by  the  Western  Worldy  w^hiehl shall  dispnteh  to-morrow  afk^rnoori, 

I  have  anthoriised  Captain  Gregory  to  transfer  to  the  Ih- Fimt^LX 
hogsheads  of  rice,  thinking  it  might  ho  iisefid  in  suhsisting  the  t*ontni- 
bands,  and,  as  a  further  reason^  I  feared,  should  the  Wtisfrrn  World 
have  heaTV  weathergoing  down  the  t^oast,  she  would  luhor  li*HH. 

By  the  WeMern  HwW  1  will  write  in  detail  and  ear ry  out  your  fur- 
ther instnietiona. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olieilient  servant, 

(iBX).    li     BaU  H, 

L ieu te/umt^  (/om numdhuj, 
Admiml  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cofixdif,  Simth  Athtntir  Bhjekad'ing  Sq^uadron^  Port  Eot/td^  /SI.  C\ 


Report  of  C^nnmander  Parrott^    U,   S*  Navy^  rega/rdmq  ^air«  off 
VharlesiAjn  Harht^r  and  the  mcape  of  M^ockad^  nmn^rr  JvSy  2%^  J8S9» 

U.  S.  8.  AlJOUHTA, 

Of  Ch^rl^tmu  S,  (I,  Jvly  %l^,  1869. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  H.  B.  M.  S.  liaar  arrive<l  hero 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th  ingtant.  She  had  been  seen  at  dusk  in  the  off- 
ing, but  not  made  out.  As  she  approached  our  line,  w<^  being  under- 
way* fired  a  gun  to  l>ring  her  to.  hhe  sailed  the  next  day,  going  Ui  the 
northward,  after  having  eommimieated  w  ith  Charlestf>n. 

On  the  2i^  instant  the  French  man-of-war  steamer  R*maudtn}x,tT\\iiSu 
The  next  day,  at  high  water,  she  went  into  the  port  of  CharJe^^ton,  hav- 
ing  informed  me  of  your  permission  to  do  so,  of  which  I  had  abio  he«*n 
Qwfied  by  you.     Slie  still  remains  in^ideu 

I  ngrei  to  state  that  a  rather  lar^e  tbree-iiia«ted  propeller  mieoeeded 
in  mnniiig  the  blockade  thi^  morniDg. 

A  steamer*  whether  the  Bsme  one  or  not  I  do  not  know,  wim  neeii 
[about  midnight  in»ide  the  AmeritM,  then  stationeil  lietween  the  Battle- 
"te  Sboal  and  Deweee  Inlet,  going  slowly,  Thej^^lrmr/otf  fired  three 
tfi  at  her,  when  she  quicken^  her  :*p<*etl  and  wan  ioon  oat  of  night, 
paeaif^  to  the  northward  of  the  Rattlesnake*  aji  the  cOfDIoander  of  the 
Amanca  thinks,  but  is  not  sure.  We  chafed  her  for  f^ome  tiine«  the 
wind  being  verr  light,  and  tben  anchored,  on  acoount  of  the  iboalneai 
^  tbe  water. 

The  gmifl  were  heard  br  the  TesMl  at  tbe  nortliem  end  of  the  Une^ 
wUch  ptft  her  on  the  looiLoat 

At  &]r%ht,  we  being  about  a  mile  and  a  hall  oortheaiit  of  the  beO 
booy  of  tlie  ii»in  Sh  ip  Cxiannel*  ?aw  tbe  ileaiiier  fteodsii^  in,  ^ 
totta,  br  XaffittVCbumeL     On  brjard  some  of  the  reaielif  it  \^  tbougbt 
in  by  the  Sottth  CliaaiieL 

w  a — ^vciL  IS 14 
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Iiuniedmt4?]y  after  thin  occurrence 
relieved  me  as  senior  officer. 


the  arrival  at  the  Jajtuis  Adge 


She  hoisted  what  uppeii red  to  l>e  English  coh>i'h, 
I  am,  rcsipectfiiLly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  G.  Parrott, 
Owimand^r  and  Senkn'  Ojfuk^r  Pres^tt. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vommandmg  So^uth  Atlantic  Bhjchiding  S(£uadT07t . 


Report  of  Ccmsmmdev  DrayUm^  U>  S^  Nwvy^  ommmmdmg  IL  8^ 
Pawnee.,  tegiwdrng  geneml  situation  at  Stono,  Soxdh  OaraUna. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

S^no  [Rimr],  Jtdy  2^,  18611, 
Sir;  Everything  so  far  reniain.s  quiet  here,  and  I  can  f^eeDO  signs  of 
any  ititendefi  movement  toward  the  river.  The  Pejnhma  waa  delayed  in 
joining  the  outside  squadron  until  the  22d,  owing,  first,  to  a  desire  of 
the  captain  to  examine  the  hearing  of  the  propeller,  which  wa«  then 
found  to  require  repairs,  and  ahio  to  a  detention  at  the  bar,  owing  to 
the  rough nesH  of  the  Mca.  As  you  will  see^  however,  everything-  wa^ 
to  l>e  right  at  last,  and  I  hope  sTbe  will  a8si8t  to  stop  the  Afemphim.  If 
the  ^ifidrrir  cati  not  come  batk-— and  I  suppose  she  will  be  so  much  in 
demand  that  this  is  little  likely — If  any  of  the  pilot  boats  are  disposable, 
I  should  like  to  have  her  as  a  lookout  towara  the  Imr.  When  having 
such  a  stretch  of  water  to  look  out  for  }t  h  not  alwavs  possible  to  have 
a  vessel,  although  it  is  of  some  importance.  Anything  not  drawing 
over  10  feet  1  can  get  in  and  out  pretty  well,  when  the  bar  is  smootf 
and  with  any  small  vessel  at  command  I  could  [make]  you  acouaini 
with  what  is  going  on  here,  I  send  by  the  Amireir^  Bartield  Powe: 
Tweiity-tirst  Regiment  South  Carolina,  captured  at  Folly  Island  by 
boat  from  the  Andre*e ;  also  a  young  Englishman,  escaped  from 
Charleston,  and  eight  control  bands;  also  a  sick  sailor,  whom  the  sur- 
geon thinks  should  go  to  the  Vermont^  if  yuu  will  give  the  order.  The 
M(hsi<(fehmdtfi  piussed  to-day  with  Surgeon  GunnelT  in  place  of  hero 
surgeon,  who  came  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P,  Drayton, 
Communder^  Senior  Officer, 
Flag-Offieer  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

ibmtfmndimj  Sotdh  Atkititte  Blockading  Squadron, 


ing 
»tb|^ 


Orde?'  of  Commander  I>ra^tan.  IT.  S,  Na/nu^  to  Actimj  Master  Harrie^ 
TJ,  />\  JVavy^  cfmim/inding  tZ  S,  S.  l/enri/  Andreit?^  to  proceed  to 
Port  Rmjal,  &\  0. 

\J.  a  S.  Pawnee, 

Stono,  Jnlp  U.  1S62, 
Sik:  You  will  proceed  to  Port  R4*yal  without  delay  and  report  yot 
vessel  t4j  Flag-Omcer  S,  F-  Du  PonL     You  will  also  take  on  board  i 
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_  Jpernumerarie8,  subject  to  hm  oitler,  1  Confederate?  soldier,  1  Eiigli«li 
reriigoe,  and  S  eon ti"a hands. 
Very  respectfully, 

P,    DltATTON, 

Senwf*  Offi(kft. 
Master  T.  A.  IIarkiSj 

[jE7.  S.  S.]  Henry  Andrew. 


Me^H/rt  of  Vominander  St/rmig^  U.  S>  Nai^t/^  refftmUnff  thr  mmwnwnt  of 

Confed^ate  vesseU  t/n  the  vicinity  of  Savanna/t,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Wassmp  Sounds  Georgia^  July  ^4i  1^^^^ 

Sir:  *  Yesterday  aftcrn(K>n  there  was  a  steamer,  answering  the 
description  of  the  Darlington^  came  out  froui  0.sHa1>aw;  being  under 
the  impression  that  she  was  there,  and  that  the  rundiila  whs  also 
there,  I  paid  no  attention  to  her;  she  steamed  off  tu  the  southward. 

To-day  the  UnadiUa  eaiiie  in  here  t^i  inform  me  that  there  was  a 
large  steamer  at  the  nulroad  station,  loading.  I  mentioned  to  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Collins  that  I  had  m^n  the  Darlington  going  out, 
Hb  then  told  me  that  it  could  not  be,  as  she  was  down  the  coast,  but 
that  it  must  have  been  a  rebel  steamer,  and  that  he  had  been  away  all 
day  down  to  St.  Catherine's.  That  of  eourse  I  knew  nnthing  about. 
Had  1  known  that  he  had  left  his  station  I  could  have  taken  the 
steamer,  as  she  \s\ni  evidently  slow:  probably  the  steamer  Ktite. 

There  are  two  steamers  that  come  down  liaek  of  Wilmington  Lsiand 
every  day;  we  ean  only  see  the  smoke  of  the  steamers;  they  appear  to 
be  on  the  Little  Tyhee  [Creek]  and  Wilmington  rivers.  A  steamer  of 
light  draft,  and  manageable  like  the  Paul  Jtmes.  couKl  intercept  and 
take  them.  Of  course  I  know  nothing  of  their  force,  and  one  or  them 
may  be  the  ironclad  steamer  that  \  understand  is  now  completed,  but 
1  should  presume  she  would  not  he  there. 

It  may  he  that  they  are  stopping  up  that  channel  m*  building  a  fort, 
as  the  steamers  come  down  at  almost  every  high  tich^  and  return  in  the 
direction  of  Savatmah  before  half  e^vb  tide.  The  steamer  that  left 
Ossabaw  yesterday  was  burning  hard  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  etc,,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.   STRONti. 

Commavd4^r, 
Sajil.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer^  Cbrndg.  Stntih  Atlmitic  Bl'Ockading  SquadvQfu 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Da  Pimiy  U*  5.  Na/vy^  regarding  tlw  impmred 
oofuUtion  of  the  JJ.  S.  S.  Wyandotte. 

Flaoshii'  Vkrmont, 
Port  Royal  Horho\  S.  M,  Jnly  m,  ism. 
Sir:  The  Wt/andofte^  sails  to-day  for  New  York.     She  is  so  disaljlt^l 
that  \vith  all  the  facilities  at  our  command  she  can  not  l>e  put  in  order 
I  for  any  purpose  whatever,  either  for  inside  or  outside  lilockade  senice* 
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It  will  [)v   ftjr  the  Depurtnieut  to  determine  whether  .she  is  worth j 
repairing. 

Very  rospectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

S.  F.  Pu  Pont, 
Flaij'Ojfifet\  Onniig,  St/uth  Aflantw  Bl<}ckadin(j  Stpiodron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreCa7*t/  of  t/u^  ^aiH/^  Washmgton. 


Order  of  Flag- Offie*^  Ihi  Prmf^  IL  S,  IVavy,  to  Commander  Steedmcm^} 

U*  S.  Niirtj,  roinmiiiidinij  [L  S*  S,  Paul  Jones ^  for  a  reconnmsBcmcm 

in    Ogt'4:c!ue  Rlvei\  after  which  to  proceed  to  Si,  Johri»  Hiver  a/nd 

asirume  command  of  those  wateria. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pmi  Boyid  J[m^Mn\  S.  6'.,  Jidy  25,  186^. 

Sir:  You  will  please  prcM^ec^d  with  the  Paul  Janes  under  your  com- 
mand to  Osyabaw,  where  th©  Un  ad  ill  a  now  is. 

Etidosed  you  will  find  memoranda  of  information  given  to  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Collins  hy  a  contraband,  eorrobomting  previous 
information  in  reference  to  a  .steamer  l^eing  in  the  Ogeeehee.  Of 
course  yon  can  appreciate  the  necessity  of  not  permitting  this  xesml 
to  escape. 

With  the  UnadUla  and  Wam^uttn  and  Huron ^  in  case  she  ean  join 
you  in  time,  I  desire  you  to  make  a  rceonnoissance  in  force,  and  if 
you  are  8atjstied  that  you  can  destroy  or  silence  the  fort  without  too 
much  risk  of  life  1  wish  you  to  do  so.  In  ease  you  pa^s  the  fort  you, 
will  continue  to  the  railroad  and  destroy  or  capture  tlie  steamer. 

When  you  have  completed  this  reconnoissance  you  will  please  pro | 
ceed  to  tfie  St.  John's  River  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nich- 
olson in  the  command  of  those  waters. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Fl4ig-0^€er. 

Commander  C.  SteedmaNj 

U.  8.  S.  Paul  Jo?tt^.  P*>rf  RfyyaL 


liejmrt  if  Lieutenant  Balrhy  U.  S,  Nmry^  ser^mr  offict-r  off  Georgetown^ 
S,  C\^  regarding  general  matters  periaimng  t/)  Aw?  command , 

U.  8,  S.  Pocahontas, 

Geargetown  Jlark^r,  aS.  r.,  Juhj  ^6,  I^S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  send,  by  the  Ui  S.  S.  Western^ 
W*r/id^  the  contrabands  ordered  by  you  to  be  selected  for  the  public 
service,  a  IL^t  of  whom  will  be  furnished  by  Acting  Master  Gregory, 
Tliey  were  selected  by  Dr.  Rhoades,  of  this  ship. 

By  the  De  Ffod  I  advised  you  that  I  had  authorized  Acting  Master 
Gregory  to  transfer  from  tiie  Wenteni  World  21  hogsheads  of  rice, 
thinking  it  might  be  useful  in  subsisting  the  contmbands  taken  by  the 
I)f  Ford,  A  receipt  for  25  casks  <*f  rice  from  the  purser  of  that  ship 
is  herewith  enclosed,  and  I  take  this  occa^sion  to  stilts  that  I  have  now 
on  hand  some  14  casks  on  shore  Mnbjcct  to  your  order. 

I  have  retained  some  few  contralmnds,  some  of  whom  have  l^een 

sick  and  some  few  others  to  lof>k  out  for  matters  on  shore  as  also  to 

do  picket  duty  on  North  Island.     I  do  not,  however,  apprehend  an 

attack^  as  i^pimn  Baxter  inforiin:?  me  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  le^sson 
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ih^Y  received  at  Ward-s  salt  work.s  a  few  days  sincn*  will  kopfj  tlirni 
«liiiot. 

Si»ine  guns  were  heard  thij^  afternoon  in  the  <lirection  of  ( ieorge- 
tuwu,  and  if  nothing  prevents  1  intend  soon  t*>  l^o  up  Winyah  liay  and 
destroy  some  fortitieations,  on  whi*'h,  tliougli  there  are  no  ^ims 
mounted,  riflemen  are  in  the  habit  of  tiring  at  eseiiping  central mnds. 

There  are  now  at  this  place  some  iifteen  or  twenty  refugees,  and  I 
should  be  pleased  to  receive  instructions  from  you  in  re^ird  to  their 
subsistence.  Some  of  them  are  very  destitute,  and  in  view  of  this  I 
request4?d  Aeting  Master  Gregory  to  furnish  some  old  ck^thing  and 
80tne  bedding,  which  he  had  on  board  the  Wt^ft^m  Wtnid  and  eould  he 
of  no  use  to  the  contrabands  on  board i  but  which  would  very  mate- 
rially benefit  these  poor  people.  A  similar  disposition  of  old  clothing 
was  made  by  Captain  Baxter,  who  reported  the  fact  to  me,  and  1 
venture  to  hope  for  your  approval  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Denny  will  take 
passage  in  the  Western  Wf^rhf^  and  I  have  directed  Captain  Gregoiy 
to  iearu  your  wishes  in  regard  to  them. 

The  duty  imnosed  upon  nie  by  your  order  of  the  21st  iiistimt  has 
been  performeu,  and  the  reports  of  the  conuuanders  of  the  6^-?/?  of  f/ie 
)Sm  and  Wt\stem  Wf^rM  are  herewith  sent.  ^\y  course  of  proceeding 
w^as  to  furnish  Captains  Baxter  and  Gregory  with  extracts  of  your 
instructions  to  me,  in  regard  to  the  property  taken  from  Mr,  Blake's 
plantation  by  otticers  and  men,  and  to  request  that  your  wishes  in  that 
respect  should  be  carried  out  by  the  restoration  of  e\'ery  article  in 
whosesoever  possession  it  might  be,  I  have  great  pleiisure  i  n  testifying 
to  the  prompt  and  manh"  course  that  both  of  these  oflicers  took  in  the 
matter;  their  reports  are  herewith  sent,  and  which  you  will  jx^reeive 
explain  the  transaction  in  a  very  clear  manner  so  far  as  their  own  ves- 
sels w  ere  concerned. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Captains  Baxter  and  (iregory  that  all  the 
articles  taken  from  Mr,  Blake's  plantation  were  placed  on  l>oard  the 
Western  World  by  order  of  Commander  George  A.  Prentiss,  conmiand- 
ing  the  I'.  S.  8,  AlhutrmH^  which  circumstance  rendered  my  perfoini- 
anee  of  the  duty  imposed  by  your  order  of  the  21st  instant  veiy  easy. 

I  beg  leave  to  adcl  my  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  Captains 
Baxter  and  Gregory  since  my  arrival  at  this  port.  They  have  been 
indefatigable  in  aiding  in  everyway  in  the  embarkation  of  nearly  l,Ti>0 
contralmnds,  and  I  deem  it  but  justice  to  call  the  attention  of  this  fact 
to  the  notice  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieut^m^mt^  Cfrmd^.  PttcahfynUis^  and  8emf>r  Officer  Prf^seiit, 

Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Cojndg,  South  Atla7}tie  BkteJcading  Squadnm^  P^t  Ii&i/(d^  S,  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Kairh^  If*  aS*.  Naty^  repa/rdang  affairs  in  vieinity 
of  Oeargetmtm^  S.  6' ,  and  recmmoisHanee  i/n  Waecamaw  Hiver^  S(mt% 
Carolina,  hy  the  U.  S,  S,  Pocahonta^^  July  ^5-Avgmf  9,  1S62. 

U.  S.  S.  FOCAHONTAS, 

Georgetown  Harbor^  S\  61,  Atigust  9^  JS6S. 
Since  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  by  the  Wcstt-f^fi  Wftrld^  I 
have  Dothing  of  much  interest  to  report.     Everything  is  quiet  in  this 
vicinity* 
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On  the  29t]i  July  I  w(>nt  up  the  Waccaiimw  River  in  this  vessel  sol 
21  niilos  aliovr  <fOor^i*town  on  ii  recotiyt/Lssatu'i*,  inf^i^ting:  with  no  di 
ficulty  either  from  tlio  enpoiy  or  in  the  naviofation  of  the  river.  I 
took  Mr.  Jt>bn  Iv  rpte^^rove  as  pilot,  and  cheerfully  testify  to  hi* 
skill  and  judgintMit.  We  anchored  in  the  afternoon  very  near  a  plan 
tation  failed  Lauri'l  HilL  belonging  to  a  Colonel  Jordan,  who  waa 
represented  to  lie  then  at  his  seaside  residence.  I^iurel  Hill  bein^ 
situated  on  a  hi^h  bluff,  and  learning  that  there  were  four  pieces  o 
artillery  and  a  conimny  of  soldiens  only  4  miles  distant,  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  ^o  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  that  I  might  not  have  my 
decks  swept  by  the  enemy,  should  he  have  the  energy  to  attack  me 
wh  ere  I  tx)  ul  d  do  h  i  m  h  1 1 1  1  i  1 1 1  e  h  a  r  ni .  W  e  anc  ho  re  d  5  00  yard  s  f  a  r  t  he  r 
up  the  river  and  opposite  the  residence  of  a  Dr.  Mctiill,  a  violent 
aeceafiionist,  who  has  two  sons  in  the  rebel  Amiy.  During  the  after- 
noon he  left  for  his  seaside  residence,  I  was  told  by  son»e  of  his  negroes 
who  came  off  iind  begged  to  be  received  on  Iward.  The8e,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty- eight,  I  re(*eived  on  board,  and  they  all  concurred  in 
representing  Dn  McGill  as  a  most  unkind  master,  they  having  had 
but  little  to  eat  and  not  clothing  sufficient.  We  remained  at  anchor 
during  the  riight,  taking  every  precaution  against  ritiemen  from  the 
Imnks  of  the  river,  distant  only  about  20  yards,  as  J  learned  that  the 
doctor  had  sent  for  the  soldiers,  who  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  and  if 
1  had  believed  implicitly  the  story  of  the  contrabands  I  should  have 
thrown  a  X-inch  shell  into  the  do<^tors  house.  They  made  no  hostilei 
demonstration  if  they  were  in  our  vicinity. 

The  plantations  along  the  banks  of  the  Waccamaw  are  devoted  to 
the  cuUore  of  rice,  Initl  saw  little  of  that  article  duiing  our  recoo- 
noissance,  though  1  l>elieve,  from  information  received,  that,  with  a 
light-dnift  steamer,  I  might  secure  a  considemble  (juanttty  fif  rice;  and 
in  this  connection  1  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  if  measures  were  taken 
to  destroy  the  incoming  crop  it  would  tend  \^ery  greatly  to  weaken 
the  enemy;  this  l»eing  toeir great  staple,  ancl  on  which  they  depend  for 
the  support  of  their  troops,  its  destruction  could  not  hut  emljarra.ss  the 
rebels  in  a  very  gi*eat  degree,  I  make  this  suggestion  that  you  may, 
if  worthy  of  it,  take  it  into  consideration. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S^th  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  dowii 
the  Waccamaw,  ant^ioring  off  Oeorgetown,  hoping  that  1  might, 
through  some  of  the  L^nion  people  of  that  place,  get  some  information 
of  importance.  But  nothing  came  off",  and  1  proceeded  down  the  river, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  anchored  off  this  place.  The  contra- 
bands were  landt*d,  and  1  hold  now  some  sixty,  subject  to  your  orders, 

1  have  had  the  tug  put  in  order  and  tind  her  uiseful,  and  have  detailed 
one  of  oor  firemen  to  take  i4mrge  of  her. 

I  have  hfid  to  haul  the  tires  under  the  lx>ilers  of  this  ship  on  our 
arrival  to  stop  leaks,  and  on  the  5th  we  had  to  haul  the  tires  under  the 
starboard  boiler  for  the  same  purpose,  and  we  have  now  a  leak,  but  1 
hope  it  will  not  gain  on  us  muyh,  and  I  beg  to  add  that  our  provisions 
will  <mly  last  to  the  1st  Se[>temlK^r.  I  am  issuing  half  mtions  to  the 
negi'oes,  with  rice  sid  libitum,  and  corn  on  alternate  weeks  to  the  coo- 
tniijands  with  the  Gim  of  thr  SWt.  I  respectfully  ask  instructions 
in  relati4>n  to  the  expenditures  of  rations  in  this  manner. 

And  1  also  respectfully  ask  for  instructions  in  regard  to  the  pilot, 
Mr.  ffohn  H  ITptegrove,  who  has  been  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
lottie  time.     He  hu«  no  apjxiiutuieot^  nor  ij^  be  borne  oo  the  books  of 
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'an^*  vessel  in  tlu^  stjimdron.  Ho  recoivofl  Jp2n  from  tlu*  ^llJtfitrf^sii,  but 
ha.s  n«j  Hccoiiut  from  lier.  Ik*  informi^  hr*  tliut  ( AJiHiuuuder  Pveuti^^ 
tixod  hh  rate  as  master's  mate  and  his  pay  nt  ^o  por  month,  Avith  a 
ration. 

Will  yon  plea.se  send  ini^tructions  as  to  hm  ca^o,  us  hi-  lias  no  a]>point* 
ment  or  account,  and  of  course  1  can  do  nothing  without  your  orders  ( 
I  must  ciindidly  express  the  opinion  that  his  services  are  worth  more 
to  the  Government  than  $4f)  and  a  ration. 

The  vessels  he  has  already  piloted  ^vill  amount  at  the  lejL,^!  rat«  to 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  his  pay  nt  the  aliove  rate. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  oii  board  this  ship  and  on  board  the 
Gem  of  iTie  Sea. 

Very  reapeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo,  B.  Balch, 
ZteiUenant,  Canirnandlng  Poeahontn^t. 
Admiral  F.  S.  Du  Pont, 

Cmmtg,  Smdh  Atlmiiic  Blockdg,  Squadrmi^  Port  Moyal,,  6\  0, 


[Telegrftm.] 


[Naty  Depabtment,  June  £6^  JS6^.} 
Fill  up  your  crew  without  dehiy,  and  then  pi'oceed  to  PoH  KDyal. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namtj. 
Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendt, 

U,  Sr  limk  Oenuhok^  Porthfid,  Me, 


of  Fl4ig- Officer  Iht  Poni^  If,  /S.  Navy^  to  Lieide^mnt  Drntm^s^ 
S*  Navy^  cmnmmidijig  U.  S\  JS>  Hwron^  regarding  duty  for  that 

Flagship  Vermont, 
P&ri  Royal  Harhfr,  .S\  a,  Jid^  m,  186^, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Huron  under  your  command 
to  Ovssabaw,  and  report  to  Commander  Steeibiian. 

When  the  reconnoissance  in  those  waters  is  completed,  you  will  pro- 
ceed off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  the  senior  omcer 
there. 

RespectfiiUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl^g- Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

K  &  S.  Hurmu 

tOrd<fr  of  Pl^-  Offi<^er  I>u  Pont^  LL  S,  Nam/^  t-o  Lieutenant  Ammen^ 
U>  S*  N^cwy^  to  relieve  Commander*  Strorig  ofth-e  conimami  in  Waamw 
Sounds  Georgia, 
m  FLAGfimp  Vermont, 

P  P£yrt  Royal  Ilarhor.  S\  a,  July  £6,  ISBS. 

Sir:  I  regret  much  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Seneca,  but  it  is 
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yoor  pflicient  coniniand.  Tho  vessel  oupfht  to  jjo  north,  and  I  will  send 
lier  Nofjo,  lint  it  is  necossary  for  a  short  tioH^  that  she  prrfuiTir  some 
inside  work. 

Yuii  will  therefore  proceed  to  Wassaw  Inlet  [SoundJ  and  relieve 
Commander  Strong,  that  he  may  renunic  blorkadiiig-  duty  off  Charles- 
ton, where  a  vessel  has  rorently  got  in. 

You  are  familiar  with  the  waters  and  tributiiTies  of  Wassaw  Inlet 
[Sound].  Whatever  you  can  learji  of  the  condition  of  things  at  SaTan- 
nah  will  be  desirable. 

I  will  eommunicate  frequently  with  you,  and  relievt^  you  as  j^oon  as 
I  can. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

U.  8.  S.  Senem. 


Order  of  Fla<f'Ojfieer  Iht  Pont^  U,  JS.  JSfamj^  to  Commander  Stnmg^ 
U,  S*  Mwi/^  amufuindmq  U*  S^  S.  Flag^  to  resume  hlochide  didy 
off  CharleMmi^  S.  C\ 

Flagship  Vermont, 
B>rt  Eayal  JJarhor.  S,  a,  July  26,  JSeS. 
Sie:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Seneca j  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen, 
you  will  transfer  the  charge  of  Warsaw  Inlet  [Sound]  and  tributaries 
to  him  and  resume  l>lockading  service  off  C'harlestx>n. 

I  regret  to  hear  from  you  that  the  leak  of  the  Flog  is  increasing. 
I  forwarded  to  the  Department  3'our  previous  reports,  and  have  sent 
you  replie^s  from  the  contractor  at  Baltimore,  which  may  assist  in 
directing  further  search » 

On  your  arrival  at  Charleston,  you  will,  in  due  form,  request  a  sur- 
vey on  the  vessel  in  reference  to  this  leak,  and  yhow  Commander 
Marchand,  the  senior  officer,  these  instructions  to  you  on  the  subject. 
Respectfully,  etc*, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Ojfleer. 
Commander  J,  H.  Rtbong, 

U,  S.  S.  Fh^,  Wmmti}  Mf>t  [Sound]. 

P*  S*— Since  writing  the  alx)ve  I  ha%'e  determined  to  have  the  hulk 
removed.     You  will  please  tow  her  into  Port  Roval. 

S.  F.  Dr  P. 


< 


Separt  of  CoTmnandiT  3farc/iand,  U,  S.  JVany^  senoyr  q0cer  off  Chnrlt*it- 
tmi^  S»  G,^  of  an  rneffectmii  e/uiHf'  after  a  hltmhide  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adgkr, 

Off  Charh'Mmu  July  26^  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  at  1:30  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing a  titeamer  attempted  to  run  into  Charleston  through  the  Lawford 
CEannel, 

The  vigilance  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Crusader  detected  her 
in  the  darkness.  Lieutenant  Ottnmanding  Khind  slipped  the  cable, 
fired  upon  the  stranger,  and  she  turne<l  and  stood  seaward. 
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The  Vi^isad^r  gave  chase,  but  having'  littli'  spord  lost  sifrlit  of  the 
stranger  immediately. 

The  Ahthanfd  also  stsu'tod,  arul,  after  ^oitjtr  25  miles  in  an  inetfi-cltml 
search^  comnieiired  return iiig"  to  her  sUition  after  ?»unrise. 

The  8teamer  that  made  the  attemnt  tc)  run  in  is  represented  to  l>e 
much  like  the  P/ante/\  and  of  liifht  draft,  as,  when  driven  Iniek  by  the 
gun8  of  the  tVfmid^r^  was  estimated  t-o  be  in  i\  feet  water. 
-  1  am,  sir,  very  re8pectfu!iy,  your  oljedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 
Cowmandei*  and  Senior  Officer 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Omrmiofiding  iSmdk  Atlantic  J^lochidtn(/  S<iu^drfm. 


Heport  of  Cotmmtnder  Ooldshm^ou^h^  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  t/ie 
iijLifUfred  pnnience  of  the  C.  S.  S.  NmhrniU'e  in  OssaAaw  Sounds 
Gei/rgia, 

SATtTRDAY  MoBMNG,  Jnly  26^  IS62 — '2  it.  m. 
My  Dear  CV>mmodore:  I  have  this  moment  been  informed  that  a 
bark- rigged  steamer,  su|>po.sed  to}>e  the  Na^IwUU,  loaded  with  cotton, 
18  in  Ossabaw  trying  to  get  out,  or,  rather,  waiting  for  an  oppor- 


tunity* 

Very  truly,  yours,  etc,^ 

FlagOffieer  Saml.  F.  Dtj  Font, 

Part  Royal, 


^,  R.   GoLDSBOIil^UGH. 


,  Report  of  Fl^ig-  Officer  Iht  P&nt^  IL  aS,  A^avi/j  of  the  arrival  off  Port 
Royaly  S,  C.^  of  the  U.  S.  gurdHHtU  3farhhheml  and  SSago. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rtyyal  IlaAmr,  A  C/.,  JuJn  28.  186^, 
I  have  the  honor  to  rejport  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
yesterday  of  the  gunlwat  Marhlehead^  Lieutenant  Commanding'  S. 
Kiehokoit,  and  to-day  of  the  gunlxjat  ^Jv^iiw^fj,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Henry.  The  latter  being  all  ready  for  sea,  proceeds  ia  the  morning 
off  Charleston. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
inctg-Offi^jcr^  (Jorndg,  South  Atlantic  Iilm:kadmg  Sgiiadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N^amy^   W(i^Jiin>gtmi. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy  to  Lieut^enmd  Dwms^  U.  S,  Nary^ 
cammandifw  U,  S.  S,  Viwem^  to  proceed,  for  blockade  didy  t**  Port 
R&yal,  S,  a 

Naty  Department,  *fidy  M^  1SC2. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.   Vt^-cH  18  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with 

her  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty 

Eouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GriDEON  Welles, 
;nant  John  L.  Davis, 
^onunmiddnx/  If.  S»  S,   Vi^-n.  ^ew  York* 
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Order  of  Fl^ig- Officer  Dh  Poni^  U,  S,  uVitm^  iff  Lieutmant  RlumL 
IL  S*  Nam/^  rof/n/utmitmj  U.  S*  S.  Vrtmufer^Uf  r*^nm*- (^^finftiand  ot 
the  hlockude  at  Nm^tk  Ediatn^  fsmdh  Cm*ofinn, 

FLAGSinr  Vermomt, 

Pmt  Royal  Jlttrlm\  S.  i\,  July  28^  ISBS. 
Sm:  On  being  relieved  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohmrk\  you  will  proceed  at 
once  to  North  Edi8to  and  resume  command  of  the  blockade  at  that  place 
and  the  control  of  its  waters. 
Respectfully,  etc. 


Lieutenant  CJomniandin 


iding  A.  C,  Khind, 

LL  S.  S,  Orumder^  off  CharlssUm. 


S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flny-Ojfi<kT, 


Order  fjf  Flag-Officer  Du  PmiL  IL  S.  N'myy^  to  lAeutenwiit  Henry ^ 
U.  S.  JVm^y^  aonijfiandiny  U,  S.  S.  SS{tgo/t^i proceed  off  Charlest'Ony 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pfyrt  Royal  Htirhor,  S:  C,  July  2S,  18G2. 
Sm:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  iSrhmjo  under  your  command 
off  Charle8ton  ana  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  Marchand, 
of  the  JanfiH  AJ(/fjT^  senior  oificer. 
ReHpectfidlv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 

Fl^ig-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  W.  Henry, 

U,  aS'.  (Iimboat  SSayo^  Port  Royal, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  JVavy^  to  Acting  Master  Beers^ 
U.  A".  Ifavy^  (xmimimduiy  IL  S.  achooner  G.  W,  Blunt ^  i^?  proceed  to 
duty  off  Charleston^  S,  61 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Ih^rhor,  S.  6;,  Jidy  m,  IS6£. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Blunt  under-  your  command  off 
CharleMon  and  will  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  Mar- 
chand, of  the  Jame^  AfigtT^  senior  officer. 

On  your  way  up  you  will  stop  at  North  Edisto  and  deliver  the  accom- 
panying dispatches  and  mails  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes,  of 
the  M<mawk%  senior  officer  there. 
Eespectfullv,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl4ig'0ffi4^. 
Acting  Master  J,  R.  Beers, 

U,  S*  Sehomier  O*   W*  Blmnt* 
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The  ('ritmdei'  gave  chase,  but  liavin^^  little  s{)<*eit  lost  sight  uf  the 
stmnjujer  iininediately- 

The  Afifhama  also  .started,  arul,  after  ^o\i\^  25  niile.^  in  an  inetfertual 
search,  coiniueneed  returning  to  her  htatitm  after  sunrise. 

The  steamer  that  made  the  attempt  to  run  in  is  rep  resented  to  l>e 
much  like  the  Planter^  and  of  light  draft,  as,  when  driven  back  by  the 
guns  of  the  VruH*idei\  \vas  estiiiiated  to  be  in  G  feet  watar. 
-  I  am  J  sir,  very  respectfuil^j  j  your  otedient  sen^aut, 

J.  B.  Mahchand, 
Cmtifiiiinthir  aiid  Senm*  Oj^cer 
Flag'Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmtimandmg  Smdh  Atlantic  Bl^K'kadmg  Stiuadrtm. 


Heport  of  Commander  Gold*tbmxni^h,  U*  S*  JVavy^  regarding  tlie 
ruituyred  pnasefice  of  the  V.  S.  S.  NashmUZe  in  Osmhattj  Sounds 
Georgin^ 

Saturday  MoH^'l^T},  J}dy  26^  ISG2 — ^  //*  m. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  1  have  thin  moment  Ijeen  informed  that  a 
bark- rigged  steamer,  supposed  tol>e  the  NaskvfUt\  loaded  with  ri^ttoa, 
i8  in  Ossabaw^  trying  to  get  out,  or,  rather,  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Very  truly,  yours,  ete.,  J.  R,  (toldsbo hough. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Port  Royal, 


Meport  of  Fl<ig-Ojffl€a*  Iht  Pmd,  Li  aV.  Nm^y,  of  tJie  arrmal  off  Part 
Moyai^  S*  6*,  oftk4i  U.  6\  gunhiot^  Murhlehead  ffnd  Sdmgo, 

Flagsoii'  ^' abash, 

Pirrt  Royal  IIarfxn\  S.  C  July  2S,  1S62, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
yesterday  of  the  gunl*oat  Morhlehtjad^  Lieutenant  Commanding  S. 
NicholsoiT,  and  to-day  of  the  gunboat  JSekigo^  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Hen  IT.  rhe  latter  being  all  ready  for  sea,  proceeds  in  the  morning 
off  Charleston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Du  Font, 
Flag- Officer^  Comdg,  South  Atl^intw  Bloekadmg  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/i4^  i\W^,   Washington, 


Order  of  tfi€  Secretary  of  the  Nax^y  to  Lieutenani  Dams^  Z7.  S,  Navy^ 
comnuinding  JJ.  S.  S.  Vijxen^  t*t  proceed  for  hlockade  duty  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  a 

Navy  Department,  Jidy  M,  ISG^, 

Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Vixen  h  ready  for  sea,  proceed  w^ith 
her  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font  for  duty 
in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

"  edi 


I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Lieutenant  John  L.  Davis, 

Vatnmafiding  IL  S,  S.   Ttiteti^  ^eiv  York* 


Gideon  Weu^es, 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Rhind^ 
U.  S.  NdvVy  co7nvuindi7w  U.  o.  8.  Crxuumer^  to  reaimie  command  of 
the  hlockaae  at  North  Eaisto^  South  Cm*olina. 

Flagship  Vermomt, 
Part  RoyaJ  Ilarbivr,  S.  C,  July  S8,  1862. 
Sir:  On  being  relieved  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk^  you  will  proceed  at 
once  to  North  iSisto  and  resume  command  of  the  blockade  at  that  place 
and  the  control  of  its  waters. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag'(^c^. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader^  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Fldg-Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Namf^  to  Lieutenamt  Henry^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  cominandmg  U.  S.  S.  S^bago^  to  proceed  off  CharlesUm^ 

o.    C 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pcrrt  Royal  IIarb(/r,  S.  C\,  July  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  ISebago  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  ana  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  Marchand, 
of  the  James  Adqer,  senior  oflBcer. 
Respectfiulv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  W.  Henry, 

U.  S.  ffmxboat  S^bago.^  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont.,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Beers, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commamling  U.  8.  schooner  O.  W.  Bhird,  to  proceed  to 
duty  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Part  Royal  Harbai^,  8.  C,  July  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Blunt  under  your  conmoiand  off 
Charleston  and  will  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  Mar- 
chand,  of  the  Janies  Aager,  senior  oflBcer. 

On  your  way  up  you  will  stop  at  North  Edisto  and  deliver  the  accom- 
panying dispatches  and  mails  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes,  of 
the  MokawK,  senior  oflScer  there. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  J.  R.  Beers, 

U.  8.  8choaner  O.  W.  Blunt. 


I 
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wr  of  Fla^j-  Officer  Du  PrniU  t7*  ^*  Navi/,  to  Lieiitenmrf  HughfiS^ 
[/,  S>  Nttvtj^  rimtmamlhii^  (L  S*  S,  Mff/tawk.,  A'  reli^rt  the  (\  S,  S* 
Qrusade9%  off  Ch4ifieiiton^  S.  ('. 

Flagship  Vermont, 

IWt  Royal  Hnrhnr,  6\  C,  Jiify  ^8,  186^. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  urdor  l>y  tho  Blunt,  you  will  leave  the 
J*hm(tT  in  charge  of  the  waters  of  >Joilh  Edi-sto  and  proeeed  with  the 
f^^/^tf?r^otf  Charleston  and  relieve  the  IK  6\  ^.  Crumd^^, 
Respectfully  ett\j 

S.   F.   Du    I'ONT, 

Fkiy-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  ConirniuKUng  A.  K.  Hughes, 

IL  K  S,  Mohawk,  N(yrth  Edhto, 


Ord£T  of  Flag-  Officer 
tenant    Fi/tiuge^    LL 
Knapp^  to  relieve  the  U,  S.  ship 
Carolina. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pm-t  Bm/al  Harbor,  S,  a,  July  ^<%  1862, 
Sib:  On  the  receipt  of  these  orders  you  will  at  once  proceed  to  St 
Helena  Sound  and  relieve  the  Dale  in  the  romnmnd  of  those  waters, 
receiving-  frtmi  Lieutenant  Coniniandiii)^  Truxtun  such  information  a^ 
his  experience  in  that  vicinity  will  sujf'^est. 

When  you  arrive  off  St*  Helena  Sound  you  will  signal  to  the  Dale 
for  a  pilot,  if  you  can,  or  send  a  boat  in  to  her  for  that  purpose, 
RespectfuUv,  et^.-., 

a  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer, 

Acting  Volunteer  LieuteimDt  Commanding  H.  St.  C.  Eytinge, 

U.  S,  Ship  Sheplierd  Kmipp, 


'rml  letter  fram  Flng-  Officer  Dii  Pont^  F,  S.  JVavy^  to  Commander 
rhand^  l\  iS\  Nai'fy^r^'gardingtlie'C^.mtinuedhreachofthe  Clmrle9' 
ton  hlock^€  and  hU  effortfi  to  obmate  its  ineffieieft^* 

Private.]  Vermont,  Mrmdmj,  .hily  '^8,  ISG^ — 1  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Captain:  A  young  Englishman  came  from  Charleston^ 
through  Drayton,  here  on  Saturday,  He  n^p^rts  thr^e  steamers  as 
having  got  in — two  screws  and  a  side- wheeler— all  loading. 

1  am  doing  all  I  can  to  increiise  your  force,  l>at  everything,  even 
from  home,  like  the  3farhhhead,  conies  in  hrokeii  dowiK 

The  Flag  will  k^ave  for  you  to-morrow  in  time  for  a  station  before 
eight,  and  the  MaHdthritii  will  leave  the  next  day.  I  have  the  Ifuroiu 
Paid  J&Tu'Ji^  atid  FnadJlla  after  the  JVaj^kmlle  in  the  Ogeechee,  The 
Suro^n  to  rejom  you. 

A  stejimer  got  out  the  other  day,  midday,  from  Ossalmw,  Collins 
having  deliberately  left  his  station*  Strong  saw  her  and  could  have 
eaught  her  from  Wassaw,  liut  considered  her  the  Darliugt^nK  A  con* 
trabaud  told  Steedman  and  Goldsborough  she  was  coming  down,  and 


220  SOUTH   ATLAIITIC   BLOCKADIKO   SQUADSOV. 

thov  took  htT  for  soiiiethin$r  ds«\  siiid  went  on  eating*  tbeir  dinner 
to^eth«'r. 
Tins  has  lieeii  pretty  hard  ti*  swallow.  I  confess. 
Youi-s,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont. 
Captain  Marchand. 

Senifrr  OJivt-r  "jF  Charleston, 


Revort  of  Lieutenant  XSchrJ^m.  f\  ^S.  3drry,  commanding  U,  S,  S. 
lisaae  Smithy  rf.f/iir*Iin</  /i/*  'fj^t-mti'mx  in  St.  John''*  Hiver^  Fliyrida^ 
July  2S-AuguM  I^.  1802, 

U.  S.  GrxBOAT  Isaac  Smith, 
Off  St,  John  a  River.  FaM  Fl^^rida.  August  4,  1S6£. 

Sir:  No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  affairs  on  this  river. 

The  rebels  are  organizing  themselves  into  guerrilla  bands  for  the 
purpose  of  escaping  the  ix>nscription. 

A  Mr.  Bolson«  who  n^sides  at  Dame's  Point,  having*  been  ordered  off 
bj'  one  of  these  Iwmds,  applied  to  me  for  protection.  I  told  him  to 
remain  at  his  house,  keep  watch,  and  shoot  any  person  that  approached 
his  dwelling  at  night. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  :iSth  ultimo  he  sent  me  word  that  the  Bre- 
ward  party  (these  are  the  ones  who  congregate  at  the  house  that  1  shelled) 
were  novering  around  his  dwelling.  At  midnight  the  Uncos  noiselessly 
proceeded  to  that  vicinity  and  thoroughly  shelled  all  the  surrounding 
woods.  Captain  Crane  perfoniuKl  the  duty  handsomeh\  and  the  next 
daj-  threw  a  shell  at  the  Brewai-d  house,  upon  which  a* party  of  eight 
mounted  men  fled  to  the  woods.  On  the  8i»th  1  proceeded  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Jacksonville.  A  Ixwit  crossing  the  river  at  the  city  I  ordered 
alon^ide.  It  contained  a  Mr.  Livingston,  a  lieutenant  in'one  of  the 
Florida  rebel  regiments.  He  wus  just  fn>m  Richmond,  having  been 
wounded  there  durintr  the  lato  Inittles.  The  negro  who  was  pullmg  the 
Inxit  I  have  employen  on  this  vessel. 

On  the  31st  came  down  the  river  and  shelled  the  Breward  house;  fired 
thirty  shells,  completely  tearini^r  it  to  pieces;  then  sent  an  armed  party 
on  sliore  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  McKoigo  to  destroy  the  builoings, 
st:ible,  etc.,  by  hre.  Mr.  McK.  performed  this  duty  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner.  Thus  has  l>een  destn>yed  the  i-esidence  of  one  who  has, 
lioth  l:)efore  and  since  the  i-ebellion,  been  a  leader  in  every  unlawful 
act.  and  a  source  of  annoyance  to  every  resi>ectable  inhabitant.  On 
my  an'ival  at  Maypoit  found  the  Paul  .///!<. v  outside  awaiting  a  pilot. 
1  sent  out  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  brought  her  safely  into  the  river  on  the 
:2d  instant. 

The  Paul  JmtJ^  again  went  to  sea  on  the  3d,  and  on  the  4th,  having 
turned  the  charge  of  the  blockade  over  to  Acting  Master  McKeige,  oif 
the  Patrttffh,  at  1  p.  in.,  cii>ssed  the  luir  and  stocKi  to  sea,  having  been 
in  the  river  precisely  three  months. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

L Itrutena u /,  ( ^om manding. 

Flag-OflScer  Saml.  F.  Dc  Poxr,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comma lulinif  South  Atlantic  BlockaJituj  Squad nm. 
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Report  (if  Commander  Marchand^  U.  S.  Nmy^  regarding  the  strengthr 
ening  of  the  Charleston  hlodcade  by  the  arrival  of  four  vegaek. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adoisb, 
Of  Charleatmi,  July  SO^  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  this  division  of  your  squad- 
ron was  increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  Flag^  Sekago^  Jlohawkj  and 
G.  W Blunt  yesterday. 

The  ShcpKerd  Knapp  will  start  to-day  to  relieve  the  Ikde^  agreeably 
to  your  instructions. 

As  the  Crmadet*  attempted  to  start  for  North  Edisto,  to  which  place 
you  had  ordered  her,  her  engine  broke  down,  rendering  it  necessary 
that  I  should  send  the  Alabama  to  take  her  to  Port  Royal  for  your 
further  disposition. 

Your  instructions  in  relation  to  having  a  survey  holden  on  the  maga- 
zine of  the  Vandal ia  shall  be  executed  unmediately. 

There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  any  effort  has  been  made  to  violate 
the  blockade  of  this  place  since  the  morning  of  the  26th,  when  the 
(hrusader  fired  upon  a  steamer,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  report  at 
that  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 
Commands  and  Senior  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cornnianding  South  Atla/ntic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Ord^iT  of  Fla^'OMcer  Du  Ponty  U.  S.  Naoy^  t4j  Cmnma/nder  Marchand^ 
tj.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Pefnbtna. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  SO,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  dispatch  the  Pembina  at  once  to  Wassaw.     She  will 
be  replaced  to-morrow  by  the  gunboat  Marblehead, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Conmiander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger^  Setii/)r  Ojjicer,  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bankhead^ 
U.  S.  Nanj,  comrnamding  U.  S.  S.  Pembina,  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Ammen,  u,  S.  Navy,  commanding  at  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  information  that  the  rebels  intend  to  run  the 
blockade  either  by  the  Savannah  River  or  Wtussaw,  and  I  desire  to 
increase  the  force  at  Wassaw,  as  the  Sotica  has  very  little  steam  power. 
There  is  also  some  information,  apparently  reliable,  that  a  ram  is 
wmpleted  at  Savannah. 
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CoiiHiiuiidrr  Miircbaod  hats  orders  to  send  the  P*  tKhlna  at  once  to 
Wassaw.     You  will  refKirt  to  LieutenaDt  Commanding  Amnien. 
Retipect  f u  1 1  v%  e tc . , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fkuj^  Officer. 
Lieuteoant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhbad, 

U*  S.  S,  Penwina^  (Jlmrlmtmu 


Ord^^T  of  Flag-Officef'  Du  Prynt^  IT*  S*  Navy,  to  Commmuler  Steed- 
man.,  U*  S\  Nam^  co/nmandvfu/  U*  S,  S,  Paid  Jmies,  fo  relurn  to 
Pf/rt  Royal  ffamn\ 

Fi.AGsinp  Veemont, 
Port  Royal  Harhm\  S\  (\,  Jtdy  JO,  IS6^. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  return  at  once  with  the 
Paul  Ji/iHx  to  this  anchoraji^e,  leavinjj   the   blockade  of  the  St.  John'8 
River  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  H.  M,  Greg^orv,  commanding  the 

tPatwmu 
1  am  compelled  to  reduce  the  force  in  the  St,  •Tohn\s  River,  and  if 
there  he  any  undue  risk  in  keepinff  the  river  n[K^n  to  Jacksonville  it 
will  b*>  sufficient  to  jouintain  t!ie  blockade  from  Mayport  Millnor  a 
more  suitable  anchomge,  and  fur  this  the  Patrtmn  and  [Jjtms  will 
suffice. 

You  will  tifive  .such  instructions  t«j  Actings  Master  Gregory  as  yuur 
short  experience  there  may  enable  you  to  do:  but  he  has  been  so  long 
emplovt'd  in  tht>se  waters  that  I  rely  upon  his  judgineut  and  therefoii© 
leave  him  in  chartre. 

I'lease  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  this  letter.  ' 

Rei*pectfutlv,  etc 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Il<i^^  Officer. 
Commander  C.  Steedman, 

U,  S.  aS'.  Paul  Jofum^  SL  Joh7i^»  River. 


Report  of  Vmnmander  Mtirehund^  U.  S.  iVfif?^y,  rv{/arding  the  depar- 
Purefn/m  VfiarUston  of  H.  L  3L  S*  Remmmn, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Of  Chirl&ftmu  July  30,  1866. 
Siiii  I  have  the  liouor  to  inform  you  that  during  this  forenoon  the 
French  war  steamer  Rf/mudfn,  M.  I^  Cardinal,  comiuander,  came  out 
of  Charleston  through  MaiEtt's  Channel. 

A  boat  was  sent  to  her  by  Commander  Parrott  from  the  Au^vsta^ 
and  it  was  reported  that  she  w^as  Ixiund  to  New  York,  having  the 
French  consul  and  wife  on  Imard. 

No  information  was  volunteered  by  M.  Lc  C'ardinal,  except  that  a 
grand  Imttle  was  expected  in  a  few  days  befure  Richmond. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  li  AIakchand, 
Cmmnamd^^r  and  Senior  Ojffk'tfr, 
Flag-OtB* 'e  r  S,  h\  1 )  i    Pont, 

C&mmandmy  ^i/uth  AtUudic  JilocJcadiny  ^t/aadrmi. 
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Rt<jM/rt  of  Flng- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nacy^  of  the  arrival  ai  Port 
Royal^  S.  i\^  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ctmemaugh, 

Flagship  Vebmont, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  SI,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arriyal  here 
yenterday  of  the  gunboat  ConemaugK  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed 
\Verden. 

She  is  a  valuable  acquiiiiition  to  this  squadron  at  this  particular 
moment. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  Offi4)er^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Spsadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  iff  the  Navy ^  Washington. 


(Jr^Ur  fjf  Flay-  Officer  Du  Pont^  IL  S.  NdvVj  to  Lieutenant  Nicholwn, 
U.  A.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Marblehead,  to  proceed  off 
CharlesUm,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Vebmomt, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.  July  31^  1866. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Marblehead  under  your  com- 
mand off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Cotmnander 
J.  B.  Marchand,  of  the  James  Adger^  the  senior  officer. 
RespectfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  Nicholson, 

U.  S.  a:  Marblehead. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Whiting^  U,  S.  Navy.,  comrnanding  U.  S.  guvJboat 
Wgandotte,  of  his  arrival  at  th<f  nacy  yard.  Neic  York. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  July  31,  ISCS. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Wi/auf/otfi',  under  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Flag- 
Omcer  Du  Pont,  a  copv  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  D.  Whiting, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Scrrctary  (f  the  Navy,  Washingt<m,  D.  C. 


I^ffrr  from  Nan//  Cofistrtccfor  Lent  hall,  IL  S.  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Ponf^  fL  S,  Naoy^  regarding  the  color  ({f  paint  adopted  by  the 
Department  for  Unit^^d  States  naval  vessels. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  i-onstruction,  etc,  *Tuly  31,  1862. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will   find  a  sample  card  of  the  color 
wlii<  li  th(^  Department  directs  shall  l>c  used  in  painting  the  outside  of 
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iron  ve.s^el^,  and  also  the*  ve^s^eln  in  the  }>lockading  squadrons,  when 
they  requiro  repaintin;^,  inrliiding  tho  itisMe  of  port  shutters,  heads  of 
niaats,  and  all  parts  exposed  to  distant  oKservation. 
ReKp(H'tiulh%  3^oiir  obedient  servant, 

John  Lknthaix, 
Rear-Athninil  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Vomiifj.  Stndk  Athmtlc  Blockjoding  Sgtmdron,,  Port  HoyaL 


Capture  of  th^e  Brituh  steamer  Memphis  hy  the  U,  S.  S.  Magnolia. 
comnmndAsd  hy  Art  in  f/  Volujii,eer  Lieutenant  B^idd^  U^  S.  Navy^  off 

CUrlmton,  S.  (\,  Jitly  SI,  186i. 


Letter  ftom  Hi.  B,  T,  £»ed  to  the  Seoretarj  of  the  ITavy. 


L 

^^0r  Ik)8TON%  Aug^mt  2,  186^. 

'  ^Sir:  In  reply  to  your  enr]niry  of  HOth,  th^  nanje  of  the  steaQier  to 

whieh  I  referred  ki^  having  arrived  at  ChaHeston,  S.  C,  or  Wilming- 
ton, N.  O*,  is  the  Memp/u^^  said  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Walker, 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  a  distinguished  officer,  who  wa.^  in  charge  of  the 
8t4*amer  Great  EaUern  on  her  finst  trip  t^  New  York.  She  may  not 
htive  had  1,Q0<)  tons  of  gunpowder,  Init  certainly  a  very  large  quantity 
on  Ixjard. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  B.  T.  Keed, 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  U,  S.  Nany, 


[TelesTttiu.] 

Nkw  Yurk,  Auijmt  I,  ism. 

(Heeeived  12: 15  p.  m,) 
I  arrived  here  la.st  night  with  British  sti^amer  Ifemphi^.     Have  cap- 
tnr*ed  her  off  Charleston;  had  to  convoy  her;  too  weak  to  send  her* 
J/tfi/no/iit  requires  some  repairs.     I  have  got  important  information; 
telegraph  for  rae  to  come  to  Washington. 

Wm-  Budd, 
Cmumanding  Magna! i^i, 
(t.  v.  Fox, 

Am! slant  Secretai^y  Namj, 


Beport  of  ActUi^  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Bndd,  XJ.  8,  Kav^,  oommaDdiii^  V,  B,  8,  MBg^noUii, 

U.  S.  8.  Magnolia, 
Nfwy  Yard,  Xew  York,  Auymf  4,  1^2, 
Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  morning 
of  fJuly  31, 1862,  about  *>  o'clock  a.  m.,  while  in  32^  50'  north  latitude, 
78-*  35'  wei^t  longitude,  Capi*  Komain  bearing  W.  by  N.,  40  mile«  dis- 
tant, a  steamer  was  made  aliout  *i  miles  tt>  the  westward.  She  was  then 
steering  about  N,  E,  by  E*     V\mw  which  1  immediately  gave  eha^e* 
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As  socm  ay  the  stranger  perceived  that  I  intended  to  overhaul  him,  he 
made  every  effort  to  escape,  hauling  more  to  the  eastward,  so  as  to 
make  his  fore-and-aft  canvas  draw  (the  wind  being  southwest),  firing  up 
and  driving  his  vessel  as  fast  as  possible.  After  having  chased  nim 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  I  rtred  a  nhotted  gun,  throwing  the  pro- 
jectile between  his  masts  and  about  '2O0  yards  beyond  him,  upon  wliich 
he  showed  English  colors,  but  still  persevered  in  his  efforts  to  escape. 
Steadily  g^iining  on  him  1  fired  a  second  time,  the  shot  dropping  close 
alongside  of  him;  then  finding  that  he  would  notheave  to  1  threw^  a  shell, 
which  exi)loded  close  to  his  starboard  quarter,  the  fragments  flying 
over  his  poop.  At  this  he  stopped  his  engines,  and  I,  ranging  alcmg- 
side,  hailed  and  found  he  was  the  British  steamer  Afemphis^  of  London, 
bound  ostensit>ly  from  Nassau  to  Liverpool.  For  some  time  before 
coming  up  with  him  he  was  observed  to  throw  wtmd  (Southern  pine) 
overboard,  and  just  befoi'e  boarded  a  package  loaded  for  sinking  was 
thrown  over  the  port  quarter.  I  boardted  him  myself,  and  finding  that 
he  could  not  produce  either  a  manifest,  clearance,  or  log,  immediately 
took  possession,  putting  a  prize  crew  onboard  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Charles  Potter*  Learning  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
sink  or  otherwise  destroy  the  ship'ju^t  before  her  capture,  and  that  her 
crew  consisted  of  nearly  fiftj^  persons,  independent  of  officers  and  pas- 
sengers, I  determined  UDon  removing  them  all  to  the  Magmdia  and 
convoy  the  Memphis  to  New  York,  arriving  safely  yesterday  after- 
noon. 

By  a  little  tact  1  was  enabled  to  secure  a  number  of  papers  and  let- 
ters, fully  explaining  the  true  chai'acter  of  the  Memphis  and  her  port 
of  depaiture.  She  nad  come  out  of  ('harleston  the  night  previous 
with  nearly  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  500  barrels  of  resin  aboard* 
These  documents  I  have  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  prize  commission 
ers,  with  the  necessary  affidavits  and  lilwL 

The  Memjthh  was  captured  at  H  a.  m.,  July  31,  1862,  in  20  fathoms 
of  water,  about  25  miles  E.  N.  E.  of  where  she  was  first  seen. 

On  board  of  her,  among  her  passengers,  I  found  J.  C.  Carlin,  a  resi- 
dent of  Charlejston,  and  formerly  attached  for  a  numl»er  of  yeartj  to 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  He  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
whole  Southern  coast,  has  been  captured  once  before  while  running 
the  blockade,  and  latel}^  commanded  the  Confederate  steamei'  CeeUe. 
He  carried  the  (rladmtorsviirgo  from  Naasau  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  Flor- 
ida. There  were  also  aboard  of  her  two  others,  one  of  whom  I  know 
to  1h3  a  Charleston  pilot  named  Lea,  the  other  I  have  reason  to  think 
belonged  Ui  the  same  class.  I  have  notified  the  marshal  to  detain 
these  three  pci'sons  for  the  present. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  all  the  persons  on  board  the  Magnolia  at  the  time 
of  the  capture,  with  their  rates  attached. 

Hoping  that  the  Departmetit  will  approve  of  my  course  in  the 
igatter, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiLI.lAM    BUDD, 

Acting  I  Vohinieer]  Li^itenxint^  Commanding  MagnoUa^ 
Hon.  GlBflOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy^   Wa^ihmgtmi^  D*  C* 
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Letter  of  Approval  from  the  Eeoretuy  of  the  ISmrj  to  Acting  Volunteer  lienteoaut  Budd, 
XT.  8,  Kevy,  oommamding  IT.  8.  8,  Xmgnoli*. 

NA\n"  Department,  An^mt  i^,  18S1S* 
StB:  Your  report  of  the  4th  instant,  of  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Memphis  and  yoor  proceedings  in  the  matter,  was  received,  and  your 
course  Is  approved* 

I  am,  respectfully^*  your  obedient  soi"vaiit, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  Budd, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  MdgnoUa^ 


Ordet  qf  l* lag- (Officer  Du  Jhni^  U,  S,  Nmyy^  to  Lwutenatd  Werdm^ 
U,  aS.  Nany^  commanding  U,  S*  aS.  dmemaugK  to  a^unis  a  station 
^near  Fort  Pulaski /a?'  th^  restriction  of  Uoi'Jrad^  rumwrs. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  JTarlm',  S.  C,  Augti^t  i,  186^. 
Sib;  The  Savannah  River  since  the  capture  of  Fort  Pnla^iki  has  been 
left  free  without  a  ves.sel  of  war. 

I  have  rciiHon  to  believe,  however,  that  some  preparations  are 
making  to  run  the  blockade  from  and  into  Savannah,  avoiding  the  tire 
of  PuhLski  by  using  some  of  the  trif)utary  streani>i. 

You  will  please  proceed  to  the  SavannuJi  River,  and  after  communi- 
cating with  the  connimnding  officer  of  Fcirt  Pulaski,  who  may  have 
some  dcsiralile  information  to  give,  you  will  select  a  station  in  New 
River,  or  in  Calibogue  Sound,  or  under  the  fort,  or  in  any  location 
which  your  judgment  may  dictate,  to  prevent  ingress  or  egress  of 
vessek  attempting  to  rim  the  blockade. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  colonel  commanding  Pulaski  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department  and  transmitted  to  mc 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  examined  the  chart  and  call  your 
attention  to  a  spot  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  deep-water  channel 
from  Calibogue  Sound  which  would  command  tln'  channel  by  a  t^ross 
tire  with  the  imttery  on  Tvbee,  give  a  longer  notice  from  Pulaski  of 
anything  approaching,  and  an  easy  aocess  to  go  up  Calibogue  Sound, 
if  this  became  necessary. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag^O^^r. 
'Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden, 

U.  S.  S\  ConemMugh, 


Report  of  I/isutmiant  Am  men.  [L  K  Nant/^  regarding  affa/im  m  ike 
vioinity  of  Wasmw  Sounds  Georgiu. 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Senxca, 
WaMjsimo  Soi/nd^  Ge^yrgio^  August  /,  186^, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  re|)ort  that  on  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  20th  July,  I  got  underway  and  ari'ivcd  here  at  4  p.  m. 

Commander  Strong,  of  the  Flag,  left  the  following  morning,  taking 

the  hulk  in  tow,  and  no  doubt  communicated  with  you  the  same  day. 

The  Fkig  had  slip[)ed  her  cahle  the  evening  before  in  <diasc  of  an 

army  transport  steamer  tkat  had  imprudently  passed  through  Tybco 
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River  at  9  p.  m. ,  without  any  preconcerted  HJgtiaL  I  have  bee.i  dragging 
for  her  anchor,  a*?  have  also  the  Ixmta  of  the  Braziltera^  as  yet  without 
success. 

We  coutiDue  to  see  the  smoke  of  rebel  steamers  that  come  down 
daily  beyond  Skiddaway  Island,  as  previously  reported  by  Commander 
Strong. 

On  the  evening  of  the  80th  iiUimo  I  observed  several  signal  lights 
on  Great  or  Little  Tvbee  Ii^hind,  and  having  understxxKl  that  our  troops 
occupied  Fort  Pulaslci  only,  1  made  an  examination  yesterda}'  up  Tyl^ee 
River  as  far  as  some  old  wharves  without  seeing  traces  of  the  enemy. 

To-morrow  I  shall  send  tlie  gig  through  the  creek  to  Pulaski  to  get 
mails  and  for  a  further  examination,  and  shall  do  so  again  on  Saturday, 
the  l*th  August,  if  nothing  transpires  to  prevent. 

The  Ptrfihiiw,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  arrived  at  8  a.  m. 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

Dakiel  Ammen, 
Lieut^mant^  Com^nanding^  ami  iSmifpr  Officer^  Wosmw  Sotmd. 

Rear-AdmimI  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fhignhij^  Yenmmf^  Port  Jiot^al^  S*  C. 


Jdiiftpjfflfjjt  Limii'&.mnt  Ammmi^  U.  S.  Ifat^^  to  ihs  commanding  officer 
a$  Fort   Pidaski,   Ou,^  r0ff(miinff  IdgMs  to  An  ttsrd  as  signah  an 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Wamtw  Sound,  Aiufust  /,  1861!. 
-'Ibf  SiUB  Sir:  I  send  a  Itoat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Rogers  for 
the  purpose  of  communiaiting  with  you  and  to  obtain  such  letters, 
papers,  or  j^ckages  as  may  have  arrived  for  the  Sefiaca^  the  Pembina^ 
or  the  Brtiziliera, 

*  *  ft  »  «  »  « 

A  day  or  so  lief  ore  my  arrival  in  these  waters  a  transport  steamer 
canio  near  being  Hivd  into,  in  siipix^sition  that  she  was  an  enemy. 

Ik'  good  enough  to  direct  that,  hercnfter,  when  steamers  wish  to  pass 
these  watei's  after  night,  they  have  their  steam  lights  biiniing,  steer 
directly  for  us^  and  show  an  additional  white  light  three  times,  when  they 
will  know  they  are  reijarded  as  friends;  or,  if  they  choose,  let  them  blow 
their  whistles  three  tnues,  if  they  have  good  ones.  We  will  answer  Id 
the  same  manner  by  shi»wing  u  white  light  three  times. 

Be  good  enough  to  let  uio  know  if  you  have  any  pickets  on  Greater 
Little  xy bee.    I  saw  signal  lights  on  or  over  them  three  nights  ago. 

Any  news  through  refugees  or  contralmnds  that  you  may  have  from 
Savannah  will  be  very  acceptable.  We  hear  they  have  an  ironclad 
vessel  of  some  soi't,  and  suspect  that  it  is  the  Fintjal  (an  iron  steamer) 
jmtched  up  in  some  manner.  We  would,  however,  W  glad  to  learn 
everything  w^hich  you  may  know  about  the  supposed  movements  of 
our  enemy  ashore  or  atloat. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Daniel  Amm£n« 
JJ^fui.^  C&mdg.^  and  Senior  Office  in  Was9mu>  Sound* 

The  CoxMMA^JDiNo  Offkeh, 

Fart  PiUaski^  Oa, 
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fhd^  of  Flag 'Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Nmnj^  in  reijard  Uy  ni^ht  signal 
t^  be  obaervtd  by  comnmndlfig  officers  of  the  squadron  while  in  the  har- 
bor of  Part  Royalj  &  0. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Roy*d  mrrlar,  S,  (\,  August  ^,  186$. 
8iu:  The  flag-officer  directs  that  the  foHo^dng  night  signal   be 
obseiTed  by  the  coimimnding  officers  of  vessels  of  this  s(|imdron  wliik* 
lying  ill  the  harbor  of  Fort  Ro^al,  viz: 

Three  rooket^j  tired  in  rapid  succeasioii  from  ttie  flagship — Prepare 
for  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Prkston, 
Acting  yi<ig-Lieuttfnant. 
Corumander  W.  E.  Le  Rot, 

U.  S.  6\  Keystone  State^  Port  H&gal,  S.  C, 


Order  €^  Flag- Officer  Dn  Pont^  U*  S,  Nai^g ,  i<^  Cimnnmider  Marcfuind^ 
U,  b.  Naiyifj  regarding  an  English  hark  repf/rUd  to  have  yeUmo  femr 
on  hoard. 

Flagship  Veiimont, 
Port  Royfd  I/arbor,  S\  C,  Augmt  2,  186^. 
Sir:  We  have  information  through  a  letter  from  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  Restlt'Jis  that  the  English  sailing  l>ark  that  wime  into  this  harbor 
reporting  she  had  yellow  fever  on   board  has  been  at  anchor  some 
where  near  the  RtMlei^^^  station, 

This  vessel,  after  lying  some  days  here,  and  having  received  medi- 
eiil  attendance  and  supplies,  was  sent  out  by  General  Hunter.  She 
was  afterwards  spoken  by  the  Widtm  II 'e>/'/^/ standing  in  for  George* 
towD,  and  showed  the  Ijoarding  officer  General  Hunter's  order  for  her 
departure  from  here;  he  said  she  was  bound  to  New  York,  If  it  be 
after  this  she  wtis  down  on  your  station,  it  would  be  almost  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  she  wati  int-ending  to  run  tlie  hltK^kade. 

The  custom- house  officer  boiirdwl  her  here;  she  reported  being 
bound  to  Cronst4idt,  Russia,  from  Havana.  Owing  to  the  yellow 
fever  beino^  sup[>osed  to  be  on  Ijoard,  hf^r  hatches  were  not  o|X"ned. 

If  hovering  near  you,  take  her  and  send  her  north  for  examination, 
reporting  the  circiuustances,  and  making  her  stop  at  the  lazaretto. 
Respect  full  v .  etc. , 

S.  F.  L>u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer, 
Commander  J.  B.  Marciiand, 

Seniw*  Officer  ojf  OhitrhMon* 

P,  S, — You  will  please  order  the  Mo/uiwk  to  return  at  once  to 
North  Edisto  and  assume  charge  of  those  waters,  having  discovered 
that  I  did  not  send  you  thiij  order  by  the  Marblehead. 

S.  F.  D,  P. 
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Report  f)f  Fhig-Offucr  fJii  Poni^  IL  S,  Nm^y^  regardi/iuj  f^rpeditlmi  af\ 

Vi/ffirnand^r  Preiitim^  JJ,  S,  Na^t^y^  m  the  ^^antee  Hk'er^  and  dUpo-  \ 

»itwn  of  property  captured. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
PoH  Royal  Harb&r,  S.  C,  AmjuM  B,  1862. 

Sir:  1    have   detached   Acting   As^icstiiiit   Pajataster   Se^^inour  F, 
Frizelle  from  the  U.  S.  S.   Wei<tern   Worhl  and  i^eiit  him  north,  direct- 
ing  him  to   report  his   arrivid  to  the   Department   by  letter.     The  , 
ticcounts  of  that  vessel  for  the  preseut  are  in  the  hands  of  Acting 
Assistant  Paymiiater  Coit,  of  the  Valpaniho. 

An  expedition  up  the  Santee  River  had  hecn  undertaken  by  Com- 
mander Prentiss  with  the  We^ferti  Wf^rhfj  //tiiry  Andrea\  and  the 
ii*,  B,  Huh  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  bridge  some  70 
miles  from  its  mouth,  whieh,  however,  failed,  in  eonsequenee  of  the 
sharp  bends  of  that  river j  which  none  of  the  steamers,  except  the 
Hale^  could  jiass. 

In  {Missing  Bhike's  plantixtion  they  were  tired  upon  bv  artillery, 
rirtemen,  and  cavalry,  and  Commander  Prentiss  very  properly  shelled 
the  place  and  destroyed  the  mill  and  dwelling  which  harbored  the 
rebels  and  had  been  long  used  as  the  headquarters  of  a  regiment  sta- 
tioned there  to  protect  vessels  running  the  blockade,  through  South 
Santee  and  Alligator  Creek. 

Commander  Prentiss,  however,  pennitted  the  house  tote  plundered, 
and  a  great  many  articles  were  taken  on  board  the  steamers. 

After  the  vessels  had  returned  tiff  Georgetown  he  gave  orders  to 
the  i^ommanding  officers  to  have  all  the  property  delivered  up,  packed 
in  boxes,  and  sent  to  Port  KoyaL 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  diiferent  vessels  called  the  officers 
and  men  to  muster  luid  read  the  orders,  which  were  generally  com- 
plied with.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Frizelle  professed  to  deliver 
up  all  plunder  m  his  possession,  bnt  suspicion  being  raised  that  he 
had  not  complit^l  with  the  orders,  his  room  was  searched  and  many 
articles  found  which  had  been  taken  from  Blake's  plantation. 

Upon  these  facts  coming  to  my  knowledge,  1  detached  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Frizelle  and  sent  him  north,  I  recommend  his 
dismissal  fn^m  the  service. 

May  I  ask  the  Department  ti>  dispat^^h  another  paymaster  for  the 
West^ern  Wftrldf 

I  may  add  in  conclusion  that  all  the  plunder  above  mentioned  was, 
by  my  orders,  delivered  over  to  the  provost-nmrshal  at  Hilton  Head, 
to  be  taken  i" barge  of  by  Brigadier- General  Saxton,  the  militajy 
governor  of  South  Carolina. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Fl^'g'(Jp-eer,  ihmdg.  South  Atluntic  BlfM:kadi fig  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  iV^w/,  WmMngton. 
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Rt^Hrrt  of  Acting  J/a^ttr    Cremt/^    U^   S.   Nam^  aymmandin^    If*   S* 
ship  Com^ier^  of  /ifA  arrity^d  at  the  Jinmrli/n  nam/  yara. 

U.  S.  8*  CVlIIRlER, 

Nmry  Tirrd,  Brmklyn,  Aug  mi  2,  18G^. 

Sik:  I  bavo  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S,  ship 
Courier^  under  my  coinniaod,  at  this  station,  from  Port  RoyaL 
Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  K.  Cresst,  ^ 
Acting  Mii^tef'^f  Comniandmg^ 
Hon*  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  tits  Na^^  Washington^  D*  C. 


Order ^  Commander  Marchand^  U.  &  Na^y^  to  Lieutenant  Jltig/u^^ 

U.  iST  Navy^  Commauillng  U*  &  S.  Mokawk^  to Q'^sume  Cfymrnmid  ai 
North  EdiMo^  South  Varolina. 

U.  S*  S.  James  Adoer, 

Off  Charlestim,  AugmtS,  186^. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleiised  to  proceed  at  once  to  North  EdLsto  with  the 
Mohawk  and  a-ssume  charge  or  the  blncka<ie  of  those  watera. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  B*  Marohakd, 
Ooimnand*^  and  Seni&r  Officer, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  K.  Hughes, 

Cmnmmiding  IL  S.  S.  Mohawk^  off*  Charleston, 


^..''from  Major- Oenei'al  Ilmiter^  U,  S,  Army^  to  Flag- Office  T}u 
Pont^  IL  S.  Na/vy^  gimng  information  received  f runt  refugee  from 
Samnnahy  Ga, 

HEAlKJUARTEItS  DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   SoUTH, 

HilUm  Ileudy  Port  Royal,  S\  C,  Augmt  3,  1862. 

Commodore:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  telegniphie  dis|>atch  just 
received  from  the  signal  otHcer,  Fort  Pulaski: 

ThieenegroeBhavearrivtd  here  from  Savaimah  and  report  the  rebel  mm  a  £allun.\ 
She  leaks  and  her  engines  are  not  of  sufficient  piwer, 

I  have  telegraphed  to  have  the  negroes  sent  d<>wn  here,  and  will 

give  them  a  strict  examination  to-morrow,  as  their  escape  into  our 

lines  at  such  a  time,  and  the  story  they  telK  would  seem  to  render  it 

quite  possil>le  that  they  have  been  sent  for  the  puriiose  of  misleading. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  coimnodore,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  Hunter, 

Major-  General, 
Flag'OflGcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coimnanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron^  Port  Hoyal  Harbor* 
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Beport  of  LifuimkmU  Animen^  K  S,  Jfant/^  rtgaTdli^jeatpe^tedcUtack 
from  C&f^fmi^rQU  ironclad  in  SatHtrma/i  Eiver, 

U.  S.  GUKBOAT   SeXECA^ 

Wamaw  Sounds  Georgia^  Angimt  S^  1862, 

Sm:  After  coiisideratiou,  I  have  determined  to  send  the  Braziliera 
to  Port  Rt\val,  and  .shall  endeavor  to  explain,  as  briefly  as  possible,  my 
reai^ons,  triLstin*^  that,  if  here,  you  would  have  taken*  the  same  stepi, 
or,  if  not,  that  you  will  resend  the  ves8el.  Her  absence  for  a  day  or 
»o,  or  as  long  as  the  Pembina  ivuiaius,  will  not  lie  prejudicial. 

1  wai!t  informocl  on  the  return  of  the  boat  from  tort  Pulaski  yester- 
clay  that  a  8py  had  l>een  seized  on  Hilton  Head,  who  .stated  tnat  an 
ironclad  ve^el  wa^  now  tx>mpleted  at  Savannah;  that  her  armament 
i^in^isted  c»f  eight  X-inch  guoB,  and  that  &he  wad  expected  to  come  out 
night  before  la^L 

Yesterday  a  vessel  with  two  smokestacks,  accompanied  by  a  small 
stetuuer.  passed  down  Wilmington  River  in  full  sight  from  Fort 
Pulaski,  Steamers  have  been  observed  doing  the  same  thing  for  the 
jmst  fortuiijht  or  longer,  but  this  one  was  r^arded  a^s  a  stmnger. 

I  see  in  the  Northern  papers  extracts  from  a  Lynchburg  paper,  and 
also  fn>m  another  souive^  that  it  is  officially  announced  that  toe  iron- 
okd  flojkting  Imtter)*  at  Savannah  is  completed,  mounting  ten  heiivy 
guns,  and  commanded  by  John  Pembroke  Jones,  late  of  our  Navy. 

Withcnit  any  knowledge  of  the  capacity  or  qualities  of  this  vessel,  I 
suppose  that  at  least  in  smooth  water  she  will  be  fonnidable,  and  that 
her  sides  would  resist  a  medium  32-pounder.  If  such  should  be  the 
case  I  wtKild  He  enil»arrassed  in  towing  the  J^ra^Unra  to  sea  and  in 
defeiidin^^  her  against  a  ptnverful  enemy,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  could 
not  bo|M^  to  ivceive  aid  from  her. 

If  the  enemy  should  make  his  appearance,  it  is  my  intention  to  lead 
him  to  sea,  and  if  the  Sm^va  and  tne  Pemhimi  can  engage  him  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  success,  we  will  do  so  closelv* 

I  have  the  htmor  to  be,  very  respet^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  Daniel  Ajimen, 
Lieut.  ^  (hmd^.j  and  Senior  Q^cer  in  Wasmw  iSound^ 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Ihrt  Raytd  Harltor^  Smt/h  Cktrollna^ 
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Order  af  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t4)  Acttny  Master  Pemne^  U.  S* 
Niam^^  eommandinff  U.  S.  elUp  Ino^  to  proceed  t^  Port  Roytd^  S.  C, 
touckinff  at  Bermuda* 

Navy  Department,  Ai^gtisi  4,  ISSS, 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Tno  under  your  command  to  Poii 
RoyaK  8.  C,  and  re|M»rt  to  Rear-Aaminil  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty 
in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

On  your  way  out  you  will  touch  at  Bermuda  and  couununicate  with 
our  consul  there.  Any  information  respecting  vessels  designing  to 
run  the  blockade  that  you  may  obtain  you  will  communicate  to  Rear- 
Adminil  Do  Pont* 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc,, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Acting  Master  Edward  F.  Devens, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Lw^  Bostmi, 
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*  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S:  Nmu^  to  Cmnmafider  Marchnnd^ 
JJ.  S,  ^tvy^  regarding  d^iy  fw  the  U,  S.  S.  Sel^ago, 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Part  Rmjtd  Ilirk^r,  S.  0.,  Aiujmt  4,  186S, 
Sib:  You  will  please  diHpateli  ut  ouce  the  Sebago  to  Wtinsaw  Soiiiid; 
she  is  needed  there, 

Re-^peetf Lilly,  et<:\,  S.  F.  Du  Tokt, 

Flinj'  Ojirrf\ 
OomiDauder  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Sen  tor  Officer  f^Jf*  Vharlei<tmh. 

P.  S. — Direct  the  SSago  to  .stop  ut  Port.  Royal  on  her  way  dowti, 

S.  F.  D.  R, 

Fl<ig-Offi€t^\ 

Order  of  Flm-OSirer  Iht  Pmit,  IL  S.  Ntmj.  (ai  Acting  Master  Oil- 
l^4tpit\  IL  o*  i^KiiN/,  eomnutndimf  IL  S,  bark  Brazilient^  to  proceed 
iomoekadt  duty  at  Saj}ilo  SouU'Cl^  Ga/rgJa. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  JIarhor,  S,  €.,  Aug  mi  4.  ISV^. 
Sib;  Your  ordern  of  this  morning:  are  coLvnteraianded,  and  you  will 
pi*oeeed  at  once  with  the  Brazil wra  under  yonr  conunand  to  Sapelo 
bound,  Georufia,  relievin*,^  the  steanier  at  present  there  and  delivering 
to  her  commander  the  aeconipanying  order. 

Coniniander  Goldshorooi^h,  now  \y\n\r  at  St.  Simon's,  in  the  Flor!dn^ 
is  the  setuor  otiicer  on  this  part  of  tlie  coast  of  Georgia.  You  will 
avail  of  any  oppoitunity  that  may  oifer  to  inforaa  him  of  yoiu*  arrival 
and  sending  him  a  copy  of  thene  orders. 

Y<ni  will  receive  from  the  eommsuider  of  the  Wamsutta  or  Madgie^ 
whichever  vessel  you  may  meet  at  Sapelo,  all  tbe  infoiTuation  as  his 
local  experience  may  enable  him  to  give  you^  showing  hira  these  orders, 
Itespeetfnllv,  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl^ig-O^cer. 
Acting  Master  Gillespie, 

Ciymrfiamlh^  U*  S.  Bark  Brazlliera, 


Ord<r  of  Fi^ig-Offi'Cer  Du  Pont^  IL  8,  Naoy^  tti  Li4mienant  Semm^^ 

U.  S,  JVtft'jy,  arftimniidlng  fj,  S.  S.  Wammdta^  to  proceed  to  hlockade 

duty  at  St.  Catju^rln^'if  Sounds  (reorgki. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  ]Tarfm\  S.  (\,  Attgu^f  4,  IStJLK 

Sir:  A  laim*  iron  English  .stcanier  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  of 
tlje  Savannah  Itiver  last  night,  but  wa.s  driven  l>ack  by  the  fort  on 
Tjbee  Inland.  It  is  probable  that  she  or  others  may  attempt  the 
rounds  to  the  southward. 

As  the  Brazil !rra  might  find  it  ditficult  to  enter  St.  (Jatherine's  on 
her  arrival  at  Sapelo,  yon  will  ]>lease  proceed  to  that  sound  and  estab- 
lish a  rigid  blockade. 

I  will  thank  you  to  give  such  information  to  the  eouuimnder  of  the 
Braziliera  as  it  may  be  desiniblo  for  him  to  have. 
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Please  communirate  this  chaTi^e  to  Commander  Goldi*1>orouifh  if  you 
have  the  opportunity,  Mending  him  a  copy  of  these  orders* 
Re6pectfuU3%  ete., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlAig- Officer. 
Lieutenant  C^imnianding  A,  A.  Semmes, 

U,  S.  S.  Wammtta; 
Or  the  senior  niivul  uitieer  in  Sapcio  Sound,  Georgia, 


Seport  of  Commamler  Marchand^  V*  8,  Nmy^  transniUting  r^fxyrt 
regarding  an  Englkh  bark  report^  to  h^  in  the  vid/nlt^  of  BiiIPm 
Say^  SmUh  Carolina. 

U<  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Charhst&n,  August  i,  1S62. 
Stb:  In  my  communication  of  yesterday  it  was  mentioned  that  Com- 
mander Strong,  of  the  Flttg^  had  been  instructed  to  make  enquiry  on 
l)oard  the  Ilt*sthm^  scnirch  for  and  s«eize  the  English  hark  which  some 
time  since  left  Port  Royal  under  papers  granted  by  General  Hunter 
and  was  reported  since  to  be  hovering  about  the  coast  in  the  vicinity 
ofBuirsBay. 

Herewith  1  have  the  honor  to  send  Commander  Stroug's  reix>rt,  in 
w^hich  he  states  that  upon  enquiry  the  vessel  had  not  been  seen  there. 
I  am,  sir^  very  I'cspectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  March  AND, 
Coimnander  and  Senh/r  Officer, 
Admiral  S.  F.  Bu  Pont, 

Vomrnandifig  Smdh  AtlufUlc  Blockading  Sgnadron. 

U.  S,  S.  Flag,  Angmt  4,  ISCe. 
..-,35  I  received  your  note  of  the  3d  instant  yesterdav,  enclosing  a 
communication  from  the  admiiiil  in  reference  to  an  English  bark,  ete* 
I  ran  down  to  the  Restless  and  the  captain  informed  me  that  there 
must  be  some  mistake,  as  no  vessel  hml  anchored  near  him.  The  ship 
that  was  anchored  some  time  since  off  Charleston  with  yellow  fever  on 
board  passed  his  station  under  all  sail,  standing  to  the  northward  and 
eastward,  but  did  not  show  her  flag.  That  is  the  only  vessel  that  has 
been  near  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  IL  Strong, 

Ommn^^nder, 
Commander  J.  B.  Marcmand, 

Seniirr  Offi4ier  of  Blochjoding  Fleet  off  OJiarlestim^  S.  O. 


Capture  of  the  sc/toaner  AqiiUla  hy  the  Un  S.  S,  Huron^  off  Charleston^ 
S,  C,  August  J^,  ISm 

B»p©rt  of  Fl&g^-Offioer  Bu  Pomt,  IF,  S,  H avy. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
P(yrt  Royal  Ilarbar,  Am/mt  7,  im^. 
\ave  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  capture  of 
ler  Afjuiiltt^  of  77  tonn,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant, 
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ny  the  Huron ^  whilst  att^mptin^  to  run  out  from  Charleston  by  the 
Maffitt's  Channel  She  wii.-^  bouod  to  Nasyjiu  and  had  on  iMuird  between 
WO  and  400  barrels  of  turpentine. 

No  pupeiis  were  found,  and  the  written  leaves  r»f  the  log  book  torn 
out;  no  flag. 

She  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  the  niaHter,  W,  H.  Ward,  and  one 
man  were  sent  as  witnesses;  the  balance  of  the  crew,  four  in  niuuber, 
were  put  on  l>oard  the  Potomska^  which  sails  today  for  Philadelphia, 
broken  down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  F.  Du  Pont,] 
flng-  0Ji4^er^  Comdg*  South  Atlantic;  Sk*ehiding  Squadrofu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

JSeof^etuiy  of  the  Navy^  WmMngtcn. 


Beport  of  Liouteiuuxt  Ikiwneit  U.  8,  Navy*  c>ommaiiduig  IT.  B,  8,  Huron. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Off  Charlmton,  Aug  ml  4,  186^. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  t*>  inform  you  that  I,  this  morning  at  3  a.  m*, 
captured  the  i^ehuoner  Aquilla^  of  and  just  out  of  CharleRiton,  bound 
to  Nassau,  loaded  with  about  ;^0T  barrels  of  turpentine. 

Her  crew  consists  of  Captain  W.  IL  Ward,  mate,  and  four  seamen* 
I  dispatch  her  to  Philadelphia  under  charge  of  JVlaster's  Mate  Sam- 
uel   Delano,  of   thi:?  vessel,  with  si  prize  crew  of  six  men,   whose 
tenns  of  service  have  nearly  or  quite  expired,  bek^nging  Uy  various 
vessels  of  the  s(|uadron,  viz,  the  Jfjmts  Adger^  AuguMa^  and  Bit-nrnVe. 
The  AquHla  left  Charleston  Harbor  at  this  12  a.   ni.   [uiidnight], 
passed  us  about  if  a,  m.,  and  was  captured  at  the  hour  alx»ve  men- 
tioned after  a  chase  of  an  hour,  no  vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron 
being  in  sight  at  the  time,  though  the  lights  of  the  AnguMa  were  in 
sight  astern,  and  she  (*anie  up  subsequent ly  to  the  capture. 
No  fmpers.  log  }M3ok.  nor  colors  were  found  in  the  vessel. 
Herewith  enclosed  is  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  men  entitled 
to  a  share  of  the  capture. 

I  dispatch  to  the  United  States  as  witnesses  in  the  case  the  capta.in 
and  one  seaman  belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  schooner. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downt:s, 
LieuUnan  (^  Commanding^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVaw/y  Wmhitujkm, 


Order  of  Commander  Marchand,  IT.  8.  Favy,  to  Lieutenant  Henry,  IT.  8.  IfaTy.  commanding 
V,  8.  8.  8ebago,  regardiiig  the  dii position  of  a  piirt  of  the  captured  crew. 

U.  S.  S*  Jambs  Adger, 
Off  Chnrle^Um,  August  6,  1SG2, 
Sm:  You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  on  board  the  Sefnigo,  take  to 
Port  Itoyal,  and  dis|x>se  as  the  admiml  may  direct,  four  persons,  whici) 
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forraed  part  of  the  crf?w  of  the  Af/nllhi,  captured  yesterday  morning, 
and  four  coiitrabiiiids,  who  came  off  to  the  sr|uaciron  from  Charleston 
on  the  M  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ul>edient  servant, 

J.  B,  Marchanb, 
Commander  and  Strfiior  Officer, 

Ijieuteoant  Commanding  E.  W,  Henry, 

Oommanding  V,  S.  O^itAoat  Sebago. 


Iiej*ort  of  jH lag- Office?'  Lhi  Pont^  V*  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  capture  of 

iJui  British  ateamer  Lodona  hy  the   (K   S,  S.  Unadiila  in  Omahaio 

SiPind^  Oeorgia^  August  4^,  1S02. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Pbrt  Rfyyal  IIarbof\  A  f1,  AugnM  7,  1S6S, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  iiiforni  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  ^^un- 
l»oat  rnadHlft  captured  the  Briti.sb  steamer  LmJ^ma  at  lialf  pa.st  12  on 
the  4th  in.stnnt,  in  lleU  (lute,  hetween  the  Ogeechee  and  Vernon  riv- 
er:^, (Xssahuw  Sound,  [(leor^ia],  for  violating  the  blockade. 

She  attempted  the  iiight  befi>re  to  run  into  Tybee,  expecting  to  run 
11 1>  the  Savannah  Kiver  pttst  Fort  Piikiiiiki,  but  ^he  was  tired  upon  by 
tlie  buttery  ueui  the  martello  t^jiver  on  Tybee,  one  shot  from  Avhieh 
penetmted  tlie  cabin.  She  then  nm  out  to  sea  and  the  following  day 
entered  into  Ossaijuvv  Sound,  when  yhe  wa.H  taken  by  the  Unaditta, 

As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  f7/<^?///7/r?  she  attempted  to  run  tl* rough 
Hell  Gate,  but  got  aground  and  then  hoisted  the  English  ensign,  union 
"down. 

The  Lod^ma  is  a  new  steamer,  built  this  year  at  Kingston-npon- 
Hull,  and  among  her  paoers  was  a  permit  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Leeds  to  go  to  Port  lioyal,  and  Beaufort,  N.  C, 

Her  ciirgo  by  manifest  consists  of  bmndy,  wines,  tea,  salt,  clothing, 
boots^  drugs,  watches,  tigs,  misins,  whisky,  starch,  soap,  tin  plates, 
sotla,  dry  goods,  paints,  colors,  quinine,  etc. 

She  proceeds  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  C.  H.  Greene, 
of  the  Unadlltii^  with  Acting  Master  G.  W*  Hayward,  of  the 
PoUmwhi^  and  Acting  Master  H,  AL  Gregory,  of  the  haac  Smithy  and 
Acting  Second  Assistiiiit  Engineer  B.  R  Beckett  and  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  G.  K.  Fuller,  formerly  of  the  Concinaugh  imd  lat- 
terly of  the  Cnmid*f\  and  Iti  men  from  the  Unmid/tr^  and  0  tirenu^n 
and  4  coal  heavers  of  the  (rusadcr.  The  times  of  some  of  these  men 
are  out,  or  nearly  so,  and  of  course  entitled  to  their  discharge. 

Her  sup«M"cargo,  Mr,  Perdu,  and  her  captain,  Charles  Edward  Lnekie, 
go  north  in  her.  Both  have  admitted  that  they  w*ere  attempting  to 
run  the  blocka<k\ 

Her  crew  have  l>cen  transfeiTed  to  the  Cnmidt-r^  which  will  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  in  a  few^  days  in  tow  of  the  Arago.  I  have  written 
to  Flag-Officer  Paulding  to  retain  them  on  board  the  Crfmidtr  until 
further  directions  from  the  Department,  as  some  of  them  may  possibly 
be  required  as  witnesses,  in  w^hich  case  it  seems  to  me  but  prooer  that 
the  Govermnent  should  pay  for  their  tninsportation  to  Philadelphia. 

Among  the  pajK-rs  forw^arded  to  me  l>y  tne  Department  is  a  copy  of 


^ 


^ommiinieatiori  from  the  U»  S.  concilia  to  ftt  Liverpool  to  the  Sei-re- 
tary  of  State,  dated  June*  11,  and  one  from  the  IT,  S,  consulate  at 
Fafmouth,  dated  Jutie  3,  referring  to  thi.s  steamer.  How  far  tiie^e 
doeunients  can  Im  used  in  evidence  before  the  prize  court,  I  am  unable 
to  say;  the  Department  cao  judge  and  u.se  them  aeeorditmly. 

Enelosed  h  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  UnadiHU  entitled  to 
share  in  this  prize. 

Very  respeetfuMy,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

S.  F-  Dd  Pont, 
I*'lng- Officer^  Comdg.  South  AtlAzr^ic  Blockading  Sfuadrmi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


y        Beport  of  Lieutenant  Coflims^    U.  S.  Nam^^  commanding  U.  S,  S, 
1^^  unadilla^  of  the  oapi/ure  of  the  British  steamer  Lo£ma. 

^^^K  U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

^^RF  Off'  Omihav\  Auf/iunt  4,  186$. 

^M  Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  seized  the  British  steamer 
^  Lodojta  at  12:30  p.  to.  this  day,  in  Hell  Gate,  between  the  Ogeechee 
and  Vernon  rivers,  Ossabaw  Sound,  for  violating  the  blockade. 

At  11  a.  m.,  being  in  Florida  Passage,  to  the  southward  of  the 
Ogeechee,  wediBcovered  a  strange  steamer  coming  up  toward  the  latter 
river,  w^hen  we  got  underway  and  ran  toward  her.     Upon  ber  discover 
ing  a8,  she  attempted  to  nin  through  Hell  Gate^  where  she  grounded 
and  hoiBted  the  English  ensign,  union  down,  and  a  white  flag  at  her 
^^  mizzen.     We  ran  down  near  her,  hoisted  our  enrign,  sent  a  boat  on 
^m  boards  took  posseseion  of  her,  and  soon  succeeded  in  getting  her  aflool 
^"   Brought  on  board  her  papers,  from  which  we  discovered  ttiat  she  was 
the  Lodmm^  of  Hull,  from  London,  via  Bermuda  and  Nasaau,  bound 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  Port  Royal,  with  a  cargo  of  brandy,  wines,  tea, 
eoffee,salt,  clothing,  boots,  drugs,  matches,  figs,  raisins,  whisky,  starch, 
soap,  tin  plates,  soda,  dry  goods,  p&ints,  colors,  quinine,  etc.,  as  per 
manifest  found  on  board. 

Her  supercargo,  Mr.  Perdu^  and  Captain  Luekie  admit  that  they 

Eattemptea  to  run  into  Savannah  last  night,  but  w  ere  driven  off  by  the 
guns  at  the  martello  tower,  Tybee  Island,  one  shell  from  which  pene- 
trated and  exploded  in  her  cabin,  and  that  they  were  running  the 
blockade  and  were  taken  blood^^  handed. 
From  her  register  and  crew  list  we  learn  that  she  was  built  Ifaiif 
year  at  Kingston-upon-HuU,  has  one  deck,  three  naasts,  bark-rigged, 
elliptical  stern,  clinker  built,  no  galleries,  no  bead,  framework  ud 
hull  of  iron,  'J«»4.2  feet  long,  %%A  feet  wide,  and  l+i.5  feet  deep.  Total 
tonnage,  f>87.'»:^.,  114.>?t^  tons  for  space  required  for  propelling  power, 
leaving  573.W  r**;;d^tered  tonnage.  Length  of  engine  room,  2*j  feet  8 
inches;  two  engines;  estimated  horsepower,  80. 
C.liarlej^  Edward  Luekie  is  master  and  Z,  C.  Pearson,  of  I»ndon, 
sole  owner.  Total  of  crew  and  officers,  27.  Among  her  papers, 
which  we  found,  are  the  register,  crew  li^^t,  manifest  of  cargo,  omcial 
log  book,  invoice  of  cargo,  custom-house  papers,  and  a  pennit  from 
the  U«  i$*  coDiiul  at  Leeda  to  go  to  Fort  KoyaL  and  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
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With  your  approval  1  will  send  her  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of 
Lieuti*nant  C.  H.  (ireono,  for  adjudication, 

Ver)^  respei'tfuUj,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lunif enmity  Vonvm/inding. 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 

P.  S,— To  prevent  Ijeing  seen,  the  Lodomi  had  all  her  yards  and 
topmasts  on  deck  at  the  time  she  was  diycoverod  and  captured. 


Letter  of  Lieittenmit  Ammeii^  JJ*  S*  Nmyy^  to  J^kt^g-  Officer  Du  Pont^ 

U*  S.  JVav^i/,  propo8in4j  to  attuek  the  enemy^s  irondad. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Wmmnfy  Soami^  Amjmt  5,  1862. 

Sir:  An  idea  has  occurred  to  me  which  I  Vieg  to  submit  for  your 
consideration. 

I  think  we  may  feel  assured  that  our  enemy  hv^  aome  description  of 
an  iron'j>hited  steam  vessel  either  entirely  in  readiness  or  only  await- 
ing outhts  at  Savannah,  and  that  nicest  probahty  we  will  .see  her  at  this 
point;  whether  she  is  desit^ned  t^  go  to  sea,  or  only  intended  for 
smooth  water,  I  have  no  information. 

In  vii^w  of  this,  mi^^ht  not  the  AuguMa  be  stren^r-thened  by  iron  ties 
through  her  bows^  set  up  with  screws  outside  and  above  the  water 
line  for  40  or  50  feet  aft,  and  stationed  here  with  advantage,  for  the> 
puiiiose  of  running  our  enemy  down? 

1  feel  satisfied  from  what  I  saw  of  the  Augusta  that  any  att^empt  at 
repairs  will  cost  the  (xovernmeot  more  than  a  new  vessel,  whilst  she 
would  serve  for  the  purposes  of  one  concussion  as  well  as  any  other 
of  her  size  and  speed*  If  in  her  destruction  she  caused  that  of  our 
enemy,  I  think  a  very  economical  disposition  would  lie  made  of  her. 

Without  pretending  to  any  peculiar  titness  for  the  object,  or  wish- 
ing to  iuterfei'c  in  any  degree  with  the  duties  or  inclinations  of  other 
otficei*s,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  take  that  vessel,  man  and  officer  her 
from  our  crew  as  far  as  necessary,  and  use  her  as  proi^osed  when  the 
opiK>rtunity  offered.  1  make  this  proposal  to  indicate  that  I  do  not 
wish  to  im|x>se  upon  others  what  I  will  not  gladly  do  myself. 

Yesterday  morning,  August  4,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  a  small  steamer  was 
reiH>rted  from  the  ma.sthead  as  entering  Ossabaw  Sound.  She  was 
t4H>  far  i»tl'  to  ascertain  her  character,  if  an  eneni}'.  Our  blockading 
vessels  do  not  lie  near  enough  the  mouth  to  guard  both  channels. 

The  I\:mblHa  broke  down  on  Sunday  in  endeavoring  to  tow  the 
BrazlUera  to  sea,  three  tubes  having  blown  out  of  one  of  her  Imilcrs. 
I  enclose  two  communications  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bank- 
head, 

We  communicate  with  Fort,  Pulaski  outside  of  Tybee  Island,  the 
passage  through  the  creeks  being  unsafe.  There  is  a  narrow  point 
where  hard  ground  foi'ms  a  shore  line  and  where  bushes  have  been 
cut  down  and  piled  up  so  as  form  an  ambuscade, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
LieiiL^  Coffid^,^  and  Seniar  OJi^^er,  Waaaaw  Sound, 

Hear- Admiral  Samttel  F.  Du  Pont, 

£7omd^.  South  Ailanitc  JjltfcktMltnij  l^^leet^  Port  Mayal^  &  (X 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nat^y  to  FJ^ig-Offi^^^r  Du  PotU^  U.  S\ 
JVavy^  antumndng  the  eat^pected  depart'ure  froia  CharleHoju  A  C.^  of 
the  Brituh  steamer  Uoyck* 

Navy  Department,  A^igimt  5^  188^. 
Sm;  Acting  Volanteer  Lieutenant  Biidd,  who  captured  and  brought 
[in  the  prize  steamer  Mernphisy  which  had  run  the  blockade  at  Charles* 
fton,  with  about  1,600  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  telegraphs  the  Depart- 
ment to-day  that  the  British  steamer  Lloyds  will  Hail  from  Charleston 
atK>ut  the  10th  instant,  with  a  full  cargo  of  cotton  and  suuie  important 
passengers. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Cooper,  of  the  Ifassa^rhmettJi^  has  been 
directed  to  communicate  this  information  to  the  blockading  vessels  off 
Charleston  as  he  passes. 

II  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welmjs. 
Rear-Admiml  Sami,.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Commanding  South  Atiuntw  Bloclndifu/  *%f/<w/n>w. 

I  Order  of  Commatider  Marehandj  TL  S.  2fauy^  to  Lieutenant  Hen/ryy 
U*  S*  Ncn^y^  (ymimanding   U.  S.  S.  Selmgo^  to  proceed  to  Wassaw 
Sounds  Geargmj  touching  at  Pcfrt  Royal. 
U*  S.  S.  James  Adger^ 
Of  Charhston,  August  5,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  at  once  tf»  Wassaw  Sound  and 
report  to  the  senior  officer. 
On  your  way  there  you  w^ill  put  into  Port  Royal  and  reixjrt  to  the 
admiraL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  6ei'\'^ant, 

J.  B.  Masciiand, 
Comviand^rr  atut  Senior  Officer, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  W,  Henry. 

Commanding  Tl^  S.  Gunhoat  Sebayo^  off  Charle&tonn 


^ 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nanyy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Omm^ii^^ 
U,  S,  iVany^  cammatiding  U.  S.  bark  Gemshok^  to  contintie  on  reermt- 
iny  duty. 

Navy  Depabtbient,  Anymt  (5,  186^. 
Sib:  Yours  of  the  8d  instiint  is  received.     The  order  for  vou  to  pro- 
ceed to  Port  Royal  is  rescinded  for  the  present.     You  will  contmue 
our  efforts  to  enlist  on  the  eastern  coast  and  make  your  weekly  returns 
the  De|mrtment.     If  successful,  the  Getn^k  will  be  contiuued  in 
that  service. 

Very  respectfiLdly,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Actiuff  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendy, 

Ofrti^nmiding  U,  S.  Bark  Gem&bok^  Promncet^fum^  2£as&^ 
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Rejwrt  of  Flag-Offi^^^  Ihi  I\mis  U^  S.  Nai^y^  transmUtlnff  rt^port^^ 
Commander  Marchand,,  U,  S,  Natyy^  regarding  the  diffi^^ulty  ni  mah^^^ 
taining  the  hhckade  off  Charleston^  S.  C* 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Byrt  Rmjal  Harhrr.  S\  C.  Augvsf.7.  1862. 

Sib:  Enclosed  are  two  coinnuuii  cat  ions  from  0>imrmnder  Maivhundl 

containing  some  t?tatenients  of  contmbaiKls  in  reference  to  the  ironclad  j 

vessels  in  Charle^^ton,  upon  which,  however,  it  would  he  unwise  to  I 

place  much  dependence. 

Commander  Marchand  also  refers  to  the  blockade  and  the  difficulties  j 
attending  it, 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  watchf nlness  of  any  of  the  officers  oti 
that  division  of  my  ?^i[uadrou,  and  having  l^cen  myself  on  two  occsi-I 
sions  oflf  Charleston  lean  fully  appreciate  the  great  obstacleis  in  the 
way  of  maintaining  a  perfect  hlockade. 

V^vy  respectfully,  your  olwdient  ser\^ant, 

S,  F.  pu  Pont, 
Rt'iir-Admirid^  Comdg,  South  Atlantw  blockading  Sgua^iron* 

Ilun.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nany^  Washington. 

[Eacloeuru,] 

U.  S.  S.  James  Aikieii, 
Of  Charh^inn,  Angmt  :^^  1H62. 

Siu:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  4  o'clock  thi.s  morning 
four  contralmnfis,  one  a  female,  came  off  from  Charleston  to  the  Van- 
dal t  a  in  a  boat  prot^nrcd  from  the  navy  yard.  They  represent  that 
there  are  about  3,000  soldiers  in  the  city  preparing  to  le4ive  for  Rich- 
mond; that  a  guard  alone  remains  on  James  Island,  but  do  not  think 
that  the  numlx'T  of  soldiers  in  the  forts  has  been  changed. 

They  state  that  two  pile  drivers  are  employed  daily  in  driviiig  piJes 
in  the  har]>or  from  Palmetto  or  Log  Fort  on  the  middle  ground  noilh- 
wardly  across  Folly  Island  Channel  to  the  southern  edge  of  Hog  Island 
Chaimel^  and  that  these  piles  are  close  together.  A  row  of  piles  also 
runs  iK'tween  Palmetto  or  Log  Fort  on  the  middle  groun<l  southward 
to  Fort  Johnson,  but  are  at  such  a  distance  apart  that  vessels  pass 
iM^twecn  them  in  daytime. 

They  also  reixirt  aliout  the  two  vessels  building,  one  designated  as  a  ' 
ram;  the  other,  the  Didles^  gunboat.  Both  are  expected  to  he  com- 
pie  led  in  a  couple  of  months.  The  former  is  very  shaip  forward,  is 
of  2  feet  tliickncss  of  wood,  and  the  sides  roof -shaped.  The  LttdfW 
gunboat  is  built  like  an  ordinary  gunboat.  She  is  iti tended  to  be  plated 
with  iron.  A  portion  of  the  iron  for  covering  them  is  on  hand,  and 
is  6  inches  wide  and  2  inches  thick,  Init  a  sufficient  quantity  has  not 
yet  arrived  from  Richmond.  A  portion  was  obtaitnd  fn^m  vessels 
running  the  blockade.  They  added  that  they  heard  everybody  say 
that  when  iron  plated  they  would  sink  so  deep  into  the  water  as  to  be 
unable  to  go  to  sea,  and  could  be  used  only  in  the  harlior. 

Hut  the  mortifying  intelligence  they  brought  us  was  that  the  steamer 
MemphU  Mucceeded  in  running  out  on  the  30th  ultimo,  at  a  time  when 
',  fancied  it  Impossible  without  being  scon  by  the  blockading  vessels. 
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Thoy  al;*o  ntate  that  at  interval?^  strainers  Hurceed  in  getting  into 
Charlest'On  and  escaping  from  thut  plaro,  and  enuoierate  the  frequency 
that  vessels  have  }>een  turned  l>nek  on  aeeountof  our  blockading  force. 

It  is  painful  to  report  the  latter  statemeiits  after  every  mortal  exer- 
tion bus  been  made  with  the  vessels  jou  have  intrusted  to  my  charge 
to  prevent  theot*cinTen«'e  of  a  violation  of  tlu^  blockade.  1  feel  almost 
hopeless  of  success,  as  the  sailing  ships  still  occupy  the  inshore  posi- 
tioii  they  held  upon  your  last  visit  and  the  steamers  inside  of  them 
uear  each  channel. 

These  contrabands  passed  seaward  through  the  North  Channel,  and 
represent  that  on  clearing  the  bar  they  saw  what  they  thought  a  block- 
ading vessel  and  pulled  for  her,  but  fancying  it  moving  and  that  it  was 
a  vessel  attempting  to  run  out  they  pulled  ahead  of  hen  On  close 
examination  1  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  thej^  in  their  fright 
had  passed  the  Seiago  at  anchor  close  in,  but  a  little  south  of  the  Swash 
Channel. 

Charleston  papers  of  the  30th  and  31st  July  and  1st  August  were 
brought  off  l\v  thecontraliands,  and  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward, 
together  with  a  couimunication  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wells 
in  relation  to  information  he  received  from  them  before  they  were  sent 
on  board  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

J.   B.  MARCirANT), 

Commandt'r  and  tSetiii^t  Officet, 
Flag-OfBcer  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmnmaiidlng  South  Atlantie  Blockadimj  Sqimdrmu 


U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
_^_  Off  Ohar/estan,  Augmt  3,  186^, 

Sir:  By  the  arrival  of  the  Hope  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday,  relating  to  an  English 
sailing  bark  having  lately  been  seen  hovering  on  the  coast  in  the  vicmity 
of  Bull's  Bay  and  Cape  Komain,  In  compliance  I  have  directed 
Commander  Strong,  of  the  Fla(i\  w  ho  has  charge  of  the  eastern  wing 
of  our  vessels,  to  investigate  tlie  subject  on  board  the  BmthsSj  to 
search  and  seize  in  oljcdience  to  your  instructions. 

The  Mohawk  will  leave  after  repairirig  a  slight  damage  to  her 
machinery,  and  be  either  in  or  off  North  Kdisto  this  afternoon* 

Permission  has  been  accorded  to  Lieutenant  Coumianding  Downes 
to  put  out  the  tires  of  the  IIurf>n  for  three  or  four  hours  to  stop  a 
leak  in  the  starboard  boilers. 

The  last  three  nights  have  been  extremol}'  dark,  with  i-jiin  sfjualls 
and  mist.  Signal  lighta  and  rockets  from  Fort  Sumter  are  of  frequent 
occun*encej  and  vesterday  morning,  when  the  mist  thinned,  a  lead 
colored  side- wheel  stefuner  was  discovered  either  at  afichor  or  aground 
in  Maffitt's  Channel  inside  of  the  Moultrie  House.  Soon  after  she 
stood  into  Charleston  Harbor.  Whether  she  succeeded  in  running  in 
or  was  attempting  to  come  out  is  uncertain,  as  the  thickness  of  the 
weather  prevented  her  from  being  recognized  l>y  any  of  the  block- 
ading vessels,  although  the  Jlunoi,  AttQmta,  and  SAigo  were  at 
anehor  close  in  to  the  entrances  of  Maffitt's,  North,  and  Swash 
cimnnels,  and  in  plain  view  had  the  weaither  been  clear. 

t— VOL  13^^16 
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The  blockade  of  thm  pkoe  is  most  worrying.  I  view  it  a  personal 
affair  whenever  it  in  violated,  hut  .such  feelings  are  not  unexpected, 
and  [1]  would  he  alni08t  proud  Uj  endure  them  if  the  Govermneot  can 
only  undcnsttind  the  difficulties  Uj  l»e  encountered. 

1  anil  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J*  B.  Marchand, 
Cmnmandt^  and  Senior  Officer. 
Jiag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Chrnmandhifj  So^tfk  Atlmitui  Blockadifuj  Sqimdrofi. 


Order  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy  Uj  Aetin^f  Volunieer  Lieutenant 
Bud^^  IL  S,  A^iiry^  fhrwarduu/  Infm'miition  reyardhuj  the  charance 
from  Queetistmnn  of  a  ChnfediTate  propeller. 

Navy  Department,  AuguH  7,  1S62, 
Str:  I  enclose  hei"ewith  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  dispatch  received 
this  day  from  George  Bennett,  Boston,  giving  information  of  the 
clearance  from  Queenstown  of  ii  projjcller  built  by  Laird  at  Birken- 
head for  the  rebels,  said  to  lie  destined  for  Nassau.  It  is  not  unlikely 
this  is  the  gunboat  of  which  tiie  Department  has  been  heretofore 
advised  as  in  the  coni'.se  of  construction. 

You  will  comumnicatc  this  information  to  the  fleet  off  Charleston, 
and  t*>  Rear'Adiniral  Du  Font  at  Port  Royal,  where  you  are  also 
authoinzed  to  touch,  and  to  Conunodore  Larcfner  at  Key  West. 

The  Department  desires  yon  to  use  all  dispatch  lu  carrying  out  the 
instructions  you  have  received. 

I  am,  respeotfallyj  your  otedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  Budd, 

Cojnmandmg  U,  S,  S,  IfagnoHn^  New  Yf/rh 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pmit^  K  S.  N(wy^  to^  Lmdmmit  Nich^dsmi^ 
U.  S.  Niwy^  amiinanding  IL  S.  S,  Imae  Smithy  regarding  ineasures 
for  the  repair  mid  improvement  of  that  vemeL 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  JIarkfr,  S.  C\,  Am/ust  7,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Im^w  jSmlt/t  under  y^nir 
command  to  New  York,  reporting  the  arrival  of  your  vessel  to  liear- 
Admiral  }*aukling. 

You  will  then,  with  his  consent,  proee^^d  to  W^ashington  and  report 
yourself  at  the  Navy  Department  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  [tthief 
of  thej  Bureau  of  Construction  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  repairs 
and  impri>vements  to  be  put  on  the  Im^e  Sinith,  the  superior  qualities 
of  which  vessel  vou  will  tie  able  to  represent. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  express  to  you  the  full  appreciation  I  have 

Placed  upon  vour  services  on  this  station,  from  the  acti<m  against  the 
ort  Roval  forts  and  through  the  varied,  difficult,  and  responsible 
duties  I  Have  given  you  to  perform  so  frequently  as  senior  officer  when 
aepanitcd  from  me. 

Respectfully,  etc,,  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

F'f^fg-  Offi-ct^, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Niciioi^on, 

0\  i>\  JS,  Imac  SmitA, 
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Ord'er  of  Fl^ig-Offie^T  Du  Pont^  JJ*  S.  J'itm/^  to  Lmitennnt  (rillUy 
O.  S*  JVam/^  comjnmidin^  U,  S.  S,  Al^haimt^  to  jrroce^d  to  St, 
Sinion^s  Smmd, 

YiJiGsmv  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  HarfK^r,  X  (l,  Am/mt  7,  ISm. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Al^thama  to  St.  Simon\s^  stopping  on 
your  way  at  Tjhee,  comiuunieiiting  with  the  Ckmermtugh  at  Wassaw, 
at  O.sisunaw,  and  at  Sapelo,  leaving  at  these  several  stations  such 
officers  ns  are  ordered  to  the  vessels  there,  and  you  will  then  return 
without  delay  to  this  port,  keeping  a  good  lookout  on  your  way  for 
vessels  attempting  to  run  the  blockade, 
Itenpect fully,  etc,, 

S.  R  DU    TONT, 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Gilus, 

CcrninumduHj  P,  S>  S.  AhdKtma, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont  ^  P  S\  Navy^  to  Acttng  MmtcrMcKeige^ 
U.  S,  JVapy^  €omm4inding  U\  S,  S.  Patroon^  to  proceed  to  SL  Simon^s 
Soundy  Georgia. 

FuiGsnip  Vermont, 
Port  Poyoi  TTarhor,  S.  P.  Auguj^t  7,  186^. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  receipt  of  these  orders  you  will  proceed  with" 
the  Patroon  under  your  command  to  St.   Sinion\s  Sound,  Georgiaj 
and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  Ooldsborough,  of  the 
Phrida, 

Rcspectfullv,  etc., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fl^ig- Officer. 
Acting  Master  McKeige, 

U.  S,  jS.  Patroon. 


Order  of  Plug-  Officer  Du  PVmt^  U.  S.  Mi^*i/^  to  Acting  Master  SneU^ 

U.  S.  Navy^  commanding   U.  S,  S,  E.  B,  Ilale^  to  proceed  to  St, 

John's  River ^  Floridu^  and  assume  cmnnmnd  of  the  htockade  in  those 

waters, 

Plagbhip  Vermont^ 
Port  Royal  ffarhm\  S.  C,  Augiwt  7,  18€S. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  these  orders  you  will  proceed,  with 
tiie^l  B,  ///f/t  under  your  command,  to  St  John's^  River,  Florida,  and 
assume  charge  of  the  blockade  of  those  waters,  receiving  from  Acting 
Master  McKeige,  of  the  l\itro&n^  such  information  as  bis  experience 
in  that  vicinity  will  suggest. 

Should  there  not  be  a  medical  officer  on  board  the  Uncas^  you  will 
detach  Assistant  Surgeon  Moore  from  the  Patrfmn  and  order  him  to 
the  Hide  or  Uncos. 

Acting  Master  Dickini^on,  of  the  Patroon^  a  pilot  for  St.  John's 
River,  is  ordered  to  report  for  duty  on  board  the  JIale* 

As  senior  officer  in  these  waters  your  principal  duty  will  be  to 
maintaio  an  inside  blockade  of  that  river^  iu  addition  to  which  you 
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You  will  tmnsfer  to  him  the  control  of  this  island,  eiving,  however, 
all  supijort  by  your  gunboats  to  the  protection  of  the  settlement  as 
lies  witiiin  your  power  and  showing  the  same  interest  as  heretofore  in 
this  colony,  whicli  owes  its  origin  and  existence  to  the  Navy, 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flug-  O'ffi^tr, 
Coniamnder  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Sefilor  Officer^  SL  Simon^B* 


Report  of  Acting  Master  MeKeuji\  U.  S.  Namf^  commnndmg  U,  S.  *S1 
Pa(nMj?i^  regunling  affairs  in  ^t,  John's  JUver,  Florida^  August  6-9^ 

[IT.  S.  S.  Patroon,] 

Mayport^  St.  Johiih  Rlmr^  AugvJit  9^  1869. 
Sir:  I  wrote  you  last  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  forwarded  it  by 
the  schooner  GarihaidL  Since  then  everything  appears  to  \m  quiet. 
There  are  some  five  or  six  Union  families  arrived  and  about  to  arrive 
with  the  intention  of  residing  on  Batton  Island,  near  my  anchorage, 
which  was  formerly  the  residence  of  the  pilots  belonging  to  this  bar- 
They  have  come  down  the  river  for  my  protection.  This  island  1  speak 
of  is  connected  with  another,  named  Fort  George,  by  a  strong  and 
substantial  bridge  almut  60  feet  long,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to 
destroy  it,  for  by  so  doing  it  will  cut  off  all  communication  with  the 
mainland,  keep  the  guerrillas  away^ — whom  these  people  so  much 
dread — and  prevent  them  from  disturbing  the  Union  citizens  who  wish 
to  remove  here  for  protection.  The  former  bar  pilots  are  willing  to 
return  with  their  families  if  the  bridge  is  destroyed.  They  w^ere  driven 
away  from  here  l>y  threats,  and  are  now  living  m  great  distress  in  tem- 
porary shanties  in  the  woods,  i'onsequently,  I  landed  a  party  to-day 
(of  10  axmen,  firemen,  and  coal  trimmers),  tio  blue  Jackets,  to  act  as 
infantry  and  skirmishers,  to  destroy  the  bridge  referred  to  above, 
one  hali  of  these  under  the  charge  of  Master's  ^late  Hopkins,  of  the 
Ufims^  the  other  half  under  the  charge  of  Mastei-'s  Mate  Burger,  of 
the  PatnHjn,  the  whole  under  the  absolute  conimaud  of  MastcrV  Matt? 
Pavy,  of  the  fJnciLH,  They  were  absent  from  the  ship  alx)iit  three 
hours,  having  done  their  duty  faithfully  and  effectually,  and  returned 
all  in  good  order,  obedient,  and  quiet.  The  inhabitiints  are  now^  safe 
and  feel  more  eusy  and  comfortiible.  Captain  Crane,  of  the  Unca^^ 
reporti*  to  me  having  seen  many  persons  hovering  around  Yellow  Bluff, 
but  as  thev  can  do  no  harm  except  among  their  own  people,  I  told  him 
not  to  mofest  them  except  he  should  see  that  they  were  armed  or  in  an 
hostile  attitude,  I  tind  that  this  vessel  is  short  abtait  ()(»  gallons  whisky 
that  have  been  consumed  on  iKuird  of  her  since  she  has  f>een  on  this 
river  l>y  her  former  captain  and  ufficers.  It  appears,  from  what  I  can 
learn,  all  hands  liuvc  had  as  much  as  they  wanted.  The  spirit  room 
has  never  been  safe,  as  it  has  been  broken  open  seveml  times,  I  tind 
the  paymaster  of  this  ship  a  perfect  sot,  and  will  indulge  strongly  when 
he  can  procure  it.  But  1  now  hold  all  the  keys  myself  and  nave  the 
k)cks  examined  every  half  hour,  night  and  day,  by  the  officer  of  the 
deck.  Mr.  Styles  disposed  t^D  parties  on  this  vessel,  when  he  most. 
solemnly  promised  he  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind  without  an  orde' 
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from  me,  6  bottles  of  whisky  (or  pn  ooeklails).  and  1  docen  botdes  of 
whbky  to  the  second  assistant  engineer  were  procured  from  his  vesseL 
The  paymaster  stole  2,  the  engineer  and  firemen  drank  4,  and  I  broke 
6,  the  remaining  number,  and  threw  them  overboard.  Nine  of  my 
men  who  went  on  this  vessel  to  buy  stores  returned  drunk  and  he 
knew  it  He  says  he  is  sailing  about  the  coasts  and  trading,  partic- 
ularly under  your  permission  and  cognizance.  I  thought  the  lust  I 
could  do  was  to  let  you  know,  as  I  can,  if  necessary,  send  vou  a  dozen 
signatures  to  that  effect  It  gave  me  a  great  dealof  trouble,  stiange 
as  I  was  to  the  officers  and  men  on  this  vessel,  not  scarcely  eight  hours 
aboard,  and  surrounded  by  half  a  dozen  drunken  officers  and  nine  or 
ten  men.  However,  about  9  o'clock  at  night  I  got  my  men  quiet,  but 
the  officers  on  the  deck  over  my  head  ke{>t  it  up  until  11  p.  m.  Things 
now  have  quieted  down.  The  paymaster  is  the  only  one  [wlio]  indulges, 
when  he  can  get  it,  to  any  extent  and  can  not  be  trusted.  Omtain 
Crane  has  just  reported  to  me  the  desertion  of  one  of  his  men  (L.  A. 
Newman,  a  Prussian  by  birth).  He  was  on  picket  duty  at  the  time, 
while  the  rest  of  OiptiBiin  Crane's  men  were  helping  to  ivmove  the 
baggage  of  the  Union  families  wishing  to  remove  down  to  our  anchor- 
age. Ue  carried  away  his  rifle  and  accouterments.  As  he  had  for- 
merly been  the  signal  quartermaster  of  the  Cncas  (but  disrated  July 
11, 1*862),  Captain  CVane  thinks  he  has  carried  with  him  a  copv  of  the 
Navy  Code  of  Signals. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Edward  McKeige, 
Acting  Jfast^rr^  Comdg,  U.  S.  (runhoat  Patrtkpn^  St.  Johns  Siver. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Dr  Post, 

Flag'Ojficer.  &>uih  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Ojficer  Du  Pont^  C.  S.  Xavy^  to  Lieutenant  Pattison^ 
U.  S.  Sacf/j  to  aH»ume  command  t»f  tfu  Femandina  Uochide. 

FuiGSHip  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C  Auguftt  9,  1S62, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Sumpier  under  your  command  to 
Fcmandina  and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  there,  receiving  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Clary  such  information  as  his  experience  will 
enable  him  to  give. 

Respectrullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  PoxT, 

Flag^^cer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  Pattisox, 

U.  S.  S.  Sumpii-r, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Xavy^  to  Lieutenant  Clary^ 
U.  S.  Xavy,  to  a^ssam^r  command  of  the  hlockade  in  Ossabaw  Sounds 
Georgia. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S.  C.^  August  9^  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  relieved  bv  the  SHmj>ter^  Lieutenant  Commanding 
PattLt^n,  to  whom  you  will  give  every  information  of  the  condition^ 
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things  which  j^our  experionco  iimy  suggest,  you  will  proc^cod  to  Ossa- 
baw  Sound  and  ari^ume  charge  of  the  blockade  there, 
llespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

l^htg-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  G.  Ci^rt, 

U.  S.  jS.  Dwwn. 


I 

I 


^m^i  of  Rear-Admwal  Du  Pmit^  [L  S,  Navy^  of  the  departure  f&r 
repairs  of  the  U.  S*  8team4.'rH  Ptdomska  mid  iHitac  Smith. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfrrt  Rtrynl  IImhff\  S\  a,  Auf/mt  10,  1S62. 

Sir:  Though  int*iden tally  in  other  conimuuicatioiis  1  have  referred 
to  the  depiirtnre  of  the  Potofmht  and  hmic  Smith  for  the  North,  yet 
I  have  not  formally  reported  the  fact. 

The  PotftiifHla  saih^d  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  inst^int  for  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  haae  Smith  on  the  afternoon  of  the  .same  day  for 
New  York. 

The  ha^tf'  Smith  has  been  a  most  valuable  vessel  for  the  inland 
waters  here,  and  is  worth v  of  the  improvements  and  repairs  wbieh 
her  coin  man  der  has  recommended,  and  which  I  have  forwarded  to  the 
Bureau  of  (Vmstruetion,  Equipment,  and  Itepair. 

The  Potoffi^Hha  has  been  also  a  verv  useful  vessel  for  similar  service, 
but  I  am  not  pi'eparcd  to  suggest  Ijow  far  she  may  or  may  not  be 
repaired.     This  can  l>est  be  decided  by  sun^ey* 

I  have  further  to  report  that  the   Cntmider  leave.n  to-day  in  tow  of 
the  Anujo  for  New  York,  and  1  do  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  my  opio* 
ion  to  tlie  Department  tliat  she  is  not  worth  repairing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

S,  F,  pu  Pont, 
Rtar'Ad/iniral^  Vmndg.  S&uth  Athintio  Bl<Kkiidiny  Sfjuudrmi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

S^creta^ry  of  the  Nwny^  Wmhlnfft^n. 


Order  of  Rear- Ad  mind  Du  Poni^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Oomnmndir  Le  Roy^ 
U.  S\  Navy^  commandi/iy  U*  S*  S,  Key  tit  if  ne  State^  to  inuattain  an 
cuter  Uockude, 

FiwVGSuir  Wabash, 
Pf^rt  Royal  TlorW,  6\  a,  Anymt  10,  1S62. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  morning  with  the  KtyMfme  State  to 
i*ett,  and  cruise  along  the  coast  from  Ty  bee  arid  St.  Andrew's  to  Charles- 
ton, maintaining  an  outer  blockade. 

You  are  authorized  to  communicate  with  any  of  the  points  or»  this 
line  where  an  inside  blockade  is  established^  giving  and  receiving 
every  information. 

Respectfully,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Di:  Pont, 

Rtar-Adm  ircd. 
Commander  W.  E,  Lk  Rot, 

U,  S*  S.  Keyntofie  St*(t(,  I\tri  Royal. 
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Ord^  of  Rear-Adwiral  Du  Pont^  U*  S.  JVavy^  to  Command  Steed- 
tnan^  V.  S,  Ifmri/^  cofmna?idin^  U,  S.  S.  Paid  Jones^  top'roceed  off 
Charlmtoriy  S.  V,  ^J 

E'lagship  Wabash,  ^H 

Pf^rt  Boi/id  Ihrhrr,  S.  C,  Augmt  III  JS6S,        ^ 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  morning  with  the  Paul  Jone^  under 
your  coninuuKl  off  Charleston  and   repoit  for  duty  to  Cbiumander 
Hazard. 

Before  leaving  you  will  get  your  supplies  as  early  as  pos^^iible  from 
the  IfassaekmettH*  ^m 

Respectfully,  eU\,  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  ^M 

Commander  Charles  Steedman,  i 

U.  S.  S,  Paul  Jfms8, 

[Similftr  order  to  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  Nicholson,  U,  S.  S. 
MarM^/uj^rd,] 


Qolmhtromjh^  U,  S.  Nury^  regarding  mean^  for  Htrengifienlng  tlis 


-mn   lifttr- Admiral  Du    Piti^t^    U.    S.   Mivy^   to    Commmuhr 

iing  means 
Mockade  in  the  vxiter^  of  Georgm, 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  ITarfmr^  S.  €.,  Angmt  11,  1862. 
Sir:  1  received  hLst  evening  your  conimunieation  by  the  Alalmnm^ 
referring  to  the  appeamnce  of  the  rebels  and  their  landing  on  St 
Simon's  Island  and  trie  disposition  of  your  force  in  consequence* 

I  was  griitilied  to  learn  that  your  measures  have  been  so  efficient  and 
successful,  but  I  have  to  inform  you  that  there  is  an  evident  intention 
to  run  the  bh>ckade  through  the  waters  of  Georgia  at  tiio  present  tiiue, 
and  the  various  points  of  entrance  uuist  be  as  effectually  guarded  a^ 
the  force  under  you  will  permit,  and  I  am  increasing  it  by  sending  you 
the  Alabama . 

If  the  colony  on  St.  Simon's  should  require  more  prot-ection,  it  will 
have  to  be  given  by  the  army*  I  will  thank  you  to  infoi*m  me  on  this 
point. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F*  Du  Pont, 

Seiir-  A  dm  ircU* 
Captain  J.  R,  Goldsborough, 

^\murr  0£i4*e7\  St.  Simonh. 


* 


Ordtr  of  Rear-Admlral  Du  Pont,  II  X  Navy^  to  TJentenmd'Cfmi- 
//tmuhr  Tnutun^  LL  S.  Naiyy^  eommmuliny  U,  S*  /S*  Alabama^  to  pro- 
ceed to  hlocJcad'e  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0,,  Amm^t  II,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Alalmma  under  your  com- 
mand tt)  St.  Simon's  in  the  morning  and  report  to  Captain  J.  R.  Golds* 
borough  for  l>lockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  etc.,     '  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  \\\  T.  Tkuxtun, 

/7.  a*  &  AlnhiiniAU 
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'  ofSear-Aihmral  J)u  Pont^  U*  S,  Naxyy^o  Commander  Corbi/n^ 
t/-  S>  Mavy^  to  assume  cmnmand  of  the  U.  S*  8.  Wahtuh. 

FLAGSTiir  Wabash, 
PnH  Rttyal  Harbor^  S.  C\^  Au^mt  II,  IS6*iS. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  relieve  Commander  Kt>tltrers  in 
coiiHiiand  of  this  ship. 

Umlorstaiidin^^  froni  tbt^  latt-er  that  you  scarcely  left  the  vessel  during 
her  recent  visit  lest  the  progress  of  her  repairs  should  l>e.  retarded!, 
you  can  go  ixoilh  iu  the  AlamachuMttH,  returning  in  the  next  trip  uf 
that  vessel  to  ussunie  your  new  duties  here* 


Kespertfiilly,  etc.. 


Commander  T.  G.  Corbin, 

LL  S,  S,  WahmK  Pmi  Hot/fiL 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

litar-A  dm  iraL 


Report  ttf  Acting  Volunteer  Luuieniint  Eytt}}^f\  TT,  *?.  Natft/^  eoni- 
muitdin^  U>  S*  skip  S/te^f/wrd  Kmipj*j  reganfhnj  fijfairH  In  ^St.  lld- 
ena  Saund^  South  Carolina, 


^^^^  U*  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapi% 

^^B  ^^*  Ildena  Sound,  Augmt  Ih  1862. 

^  Sir:  1  beg  h'uve  to  tender  my  respeetfol  sahitations, 
^™  1  send  down  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hudson  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  and  dispatching  mail,  and  to  hand  in  some  small 
requisitions.  Our  medical  dejiartmeiit  is  quite  bare  of  medicines,  and 
I  send  approved  retfuisition  for  small  quantities.  The  weather  is 
intensely  hot  and  the  crew^  require  much  careful  supervision  to  retain 
their  health. 

I  siHit  a  bout  exptnlition  up  the  Ashepoo  Kiver  on  Saturday  to  make 
a  reeonnois.^iiice  and  nlitain  water.  They  saw  nothing  of  the  relnds 
and  procured  water-.  You  were  kind  enough  some  sixty  days  since  to 
sign  a  requisiticni  for  a  shx)p  of  war's  anchor  and  l8n  fathoms  of 
chain  for  this  ship.  Has  it  arrived  and  will  it  be  sent  to  us(  Wo 
require  it  badly,  as  my  anchors  are  very  light.  Our  paymaster,  Mr, 
Tnmble,  informs  me  the  ship  requires  fuods  for  officers  and  men,  and 
now  having  to  pay  an  additional  ])ay  roll  of  contrabands,  who  are  to 
receive  their  nioncy  uiontbly,  he  has  made  a  requisition  fur  ?fj,(XKj, 
which  1  have  appnned  and  ordered  him  to  present  for  your  approval 
and  signature,  the  nhip  being  without  money. 

When  1  relicned  the  Ihdt\  1  received  a  rertain  amount  of  instruc- 
tion from  Lieutenant  Ctmnuandinp 'rrnxturj,  which  1  shaU  respect  and 
carry  out,  but  I  could  well  wish  the  flag-oilirrr  would  honor  me  with 
his  future  conn  nan  ds,  which  will  l>e  promptly  obeyed* 

Might  I  entreat  the  favor  of  a  late  {wiper,  for  any  news  in  this  xm* 
latod  spot  would  lie  truly  gnitefuL 

After  Divine  service  yesterday  on  board,  i  proceeded  on  shore 
among  my  dependent  contrabands  at  Otter  Island,  and  read  them  the 
morning  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  I  nevci'  saw  poor  human- 
itv  more  plea.^ed  with  the  consolations  oi  the  Divine  promises,  and 
wlieu  they  thanked  me  after  service  I  could  not  repress  a  tear  of  joy 
in  having  been  instrumental  even  in  limited  good. 
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With  All  respect,  I  nm^  flagKiflicer^  roar  obedieot  servant  and  faith 
fal  friend, 

H.  St.  C,  EmxuE. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  the  Seciytary  of  the  Namf  to  Captain  Oamamso&Hj  U.  S. 
Namij  coffinmnding  v*  S~  S,  AdirandadL  to  proceed  to  I^fri  Soual, 

s.  a 

Navy  DEPAimresT,  Auffust  m^  18^. 
Sir:  As  ^x)n  as  the  Adirortd(wk  xs  i*eady  for  sea  proceed  with  her 
to  Fort  Royal,  S*  C,  iitid  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  Da  Font 
for  duty. 

I  iini,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servmnt, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Guebt  Gansevoort, 

G/mdff,   U.  S*  Sn  Adtnmd^wk^  Hampton  Hoads^  Vtrffmm, 


Report  of  Acting  LieutefMfd   WatmougK  U.  S\  JVdtfy^  cormnanding 
U*  S,  &  Potmrisk/i^  of  hie  arrival^  at  Philaddphia  und^r  orders, 

U.  S.  GCNBOAT  POTOMSKA, 

Phiimldphia.  Augmt  12^  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  under  orders  fmm 
Adniinil  Du  Font  We  sailed  cm  the  7th  from  Port  lioyal.  The  sth 
wa.s  8pent  off  Charleston,  trannf erring  27  of  our  three-year  men  to 
the  different  vessels,  receiving  in  return  24  ooeyear  men,  whose 
times  were  about  expiring,  and  1  marine,  term  of  enlistment  up.  We 
also  brought  as  passengers  4  uieiu  part  of  the  crew  of  the  prize 
schooner  AqHiU<f„  and  :2,  |mrt  of  crew  of  the  prize  s<?hooner  Vttumt*^^ 
the  latter  ordiM*ed  to  he  set  at  liberty  on  our  arrival.  I  have  no  order 
iu  reference  to  the  other  4. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Fend.  G.  Watmough, 
Acting  Lieutenant^  Vrntunandtng, 
Hon,  GiDKON  Wellks, 

Stt-rttary  <{f  the  Nat*g, 


Report  of  LimUemmf  Nichohtm^   IL  S.  Noimf^  Ctr*fim4inding  U.  5.  & 
Ihihw  Smithy  of  arrival  at  ^ein  York. 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Lsaac  Smith, 

Of  Nfwy  Vard,  AW  Ynrk,  AttguM  1^,  lS(f2, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tin*  arrival  here  of  the  vessel  from 
p4>rt  Royal,  having  been  ordered  nortli  for  repair. 

I  am  ordered  by  Rear-Aduiiral  Du  Pont  to  ro|^M>rt  io  person  to  the 
Df'j>iirtment  and  shall  do  so  ils  soon  as  the  amnmuitioh  is  out  of  the 
vessel. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   W.   A.   NlCHOL8«JN, 

Lieuttnanl^  Commandifig, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Stcr6'iar^  if  the  Niwy^  Waahlngtmi^  D.  0* 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADrWO   SQUADRON. 


251 


[OrAfT  of  the  Secrdary  of  the  Nmry  to  Oaptain  Godrni,  K  S.  Nitny, 
cmnmanding  XJ*  S.  &  Ihhwhatdifi^to  jpro^ifed  to  J\/rt  lic^ai^  S.  i\ 

Navy  Depabtment,  Augmi  13^  1862, 
Sib:  As  8ooii  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Piywhotan,  under  your  coinmand,  is 
ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with   her  to  Fort  Royiil,  S.  C,  and 
rejK>rt  to  Rear-Adniinil  Samuel  F.  Do  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South 
Athiutic  Blockading  Squudron. 

I  am,  i*e»pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles* 
Captain  S,  W.  Goixjn, 

Vo/nitiiindimj  J^nnhutan^  A\mt/  Yard^  Phikuhlj^hiiu 


Ordm**  of  the  Secretary  of  thr  Nam  to  Captain  Titrnei\  U,  S.  Navy^ 
cmfvmandiny  U*  S*  S*  I^ew  Inmmdes^  toj^iMjeed  to  Pt^rt  Royals  S,  CK 

Navy  Depabtment,  Ang'mt  IS^  I86S, 
Sik:  Prf»ceed  with  the  U.  S,  S.  i\v'//'  Jrtmmd<H  to  Yivri  Royal.  S.  C, 
with  all   practicable  di,s[>atcb  and   report  to  Rear-Adiiiiiul  S.  F,  Du 
Pont  for  duty. 

I  am,  re.spectfully,  ynur  oT>edient  servant, 

(riDEON  Welles, 
Captain  Thomas  Turner, 

Camdg.  U.  S,  iS\  Ii^eio  h^onrnde^^  Ilamptmi  RmuJsy  Vh^ginm, 


Report  of  Captain  OokhhafVtigh,  U,  S,  Namyy  camitianding  iia^^  farces^ 
SL  SimwfCs  Smtnd^  (jemyia,  vt'gaf'ding  affairs  at  that  station, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

St.  Sinum"^  Sou  ft  d,  An</uM  J  J,  JS6S. 
Admiilal:  I  wa^  in  hopes  of  reporting  the  capture  i*f  the  rebels  od 
this  Island  in  my  next  coninuinioation,  but  notwith.^tanding  our  utmost 
zeal  and  perseverance  they  have  thun  far  evaded  us.  I  have  destroyed 
all  the  DoatH  up(.>n  the  island,  atid  having  thus  cut  uti'  all  moanH  of 
e^*ape,  they  are  exercising  a  guerrilla  warfare,  resulting,  however,  in 
DO  casualties  since  my  dispatch  of  the  loth  instant,  though  one  of  the 
colored  picket  giaird  is  still  missing. 

Their  force  is  not  more  tiian  2n  nor  less  than  15  men.  Brigadier 
General  Saxton  landed  a  force  of  only  SH  men  of  the  First  South  Caro- 
lina Regiment,  who  are  now  guarding  Butler's  Point.  Their  oUicers, 
I  feai%  rep<^se  vei-y  litth^  conhdence  in  tlicm.  Night  l>efore  last  some 
of  the  I'ebelB  were  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  vicinity  of  T.  1  in  tier 
King's  plantation.  Besides  my  force  on  the  nortbetL'^t  side  of  tbr  island, 
I  have  armed  all  the  contrabands,  and  land  every  night,  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  colony,  an  additional  force  from  the  Florida,  1  am 
(obliged  to  forward  provisituis  to  our  men  at  different  pointi*  daily,  and 
jour  means  of  tmnsportatiun  are  very  limited  and  not  to  be  defK:*nded 
Itipon.     The  Alahnftni  reported  for  ilxiiy  un  the  12th  instant,  and  I  have 


*See  Stsriea  1,  vols.  7  and  8,  for  correapondeuee  relative  to  muvementa  of  U.  8.  S. 
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ordemi  her  into  St.  Andrew's  Sraiid.  As  mod  as  the  Madaie  can  h^ 
^ithdmwn  from  her  or^nt  position  I  shaU  direct  her  to  i^lSune  her 
station  off  Nipelo  and  ^t.  Catherines.  I  do  not  think  the  uresent 
feoblo  militarj'  force  now  stationed  on  the  island  of  St  Simon^  at  all 
HdiHiuate  to  its  protection,  and  General  Saxton  agrees  with  me  in  these 
viows.  Iho  lynxm  reported  for  duty  on  the  12th  instant,  buther 
umohmerv  is  m  a  crippled  condiUon«  requiring  repairs,  and  it  will  he 
80YonU  days  In^fore  her  services  can  be  made  use  ot^ 

•  •  *  •  •  '      • 

Yorv  n^sp^vtfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

i  Mj>t<un.  (*>/W</,  I.  6.  ^aral^an>»^  St.  Simon's  S^nd 
AiUuinU  8.  R  l^u  Povr, 

(omiti/.  Si^uth  AthmtkBh^-dg.  Sfwdron,  Part  Royal  Harbor. 

Kr^fH>tt  o/  (i^innMiuifTt  Alm^.  r.  ^^  yary.  eonunanding  17.  S  S  South 
i  \m»/#M4i.  ivj/4m/4/4y  i9fi9ti^  of  Jf^^uito  Inht^  Florida     A^uiujtf  /?- 

L .  S.  S.  South  Gabouna 
OfJTotiquito  /w/«f,  Au{yust  5»,  186e. 
Sik:  Siiuv  uiv  last  ci^mmunication  to  you  on  the  13th  instant  bv  the 
Jtihsi!,h'At(iiKtt.<,  I  havo  been  visited  bv  a  heavy  blow  from  the  north- 
wanl  and  t^^twarvi.  which  comoelled  me  to  slip  the  cable  and  keen 
uudorway  with  stcaiu.     It  lasted  two  days  and  a  half  (from  the  17tn 
to  tho  ^nhK  when  1  n^turued  and  picked  up  the  anchor  and  cable 
which  had  Unni  sHpjHxi. 
This  lias  assisttni  in  ivusuminsr  considemble  coal  and  diminishing  the 

Juantity  on  In^rvl.  to  which  1  desire  to  call  vour  particular  attention 
t  must  Ih>  lH>rno  in  mind  that  this  vessel  has  had  fir^  and  steam  up 
either  moving  or  ivady  to  move,  simv  the  1st  dav  of  July.  If  it  is 
cM>ntemplateil  for  this  steamer  to  remain  here  much  longer,  it  will  be 
nei^^ssary  to  stMul  i\>al  without  delay  and  other  supplies  which  have 
been  or  will  Ih>  mentiomni.  The  coal  should  be  brought  in  bags  as 
there  is  tiH>  nuioh  swell  for  vessels  to  lie  alongside  of  each  other.  ' 
One  or  two  mort^  blows  like  this,  which  may  be  now  expected  at  the 


notify  you  of  the  state  of  the  i*ase. 

In  niy  letter  to  you  of  the  ±M  of  July  I  stated  that  the  firewood  was 
getting  low  and  that  coal  ixnild  not  Ih>  burned  in  this  galley.  I  was  in 
hopes  of  sotMng  one  of  those  pilot-lx^t  schooners  before  tKis,  of  which 
you  speak  in  your  orders  of  June  3i\  as  your  intention  to  communi- 
cate ^s^-ith  me  between  the  supply  shios:  but  I  have  not  seen  one  of 
them  since  I  have  been  down  here.  1  have  to  send  armed  boats  into 
the  inlet  occasionallv  to  pnx*ure  and  to  help  me  out  with  firewood. 

After  1  left  Port  lioyal  for  this  station  I  discovered  that  no  soft  coal 
for  smiths'  use  had  l)een  put  on  Inxini  at  Boston,  ami  1  have  been  try- 
ing ever  since  I  came  down  here  to  procure  s^mie  by  which  to  work 
the  forge,  but  have  not  suci'eeded.  There^  is  important  ironwork 
broken  about  the  vessel  which  requires  nn^nding,  but  can  not  be  done. 
Can  you  direct  3  or  4  barrels  of  si>ft  ii«l  to  be  sent  to  mef 
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1  never  see  a  peiison  on  the  land,  and  up  to  ibis  time,  since  being 
here,  I  have  seen  but  three  steamers  at  a  distance,  hull  down  in  the 
offing,  passing  to  the  southward.  One  of  them,  the  Ihlmcare^  I  stood 
out  ana  communicated  with;  found  that  she  was  from  Port  Royal  and 
St,  Augostioe,  hound  to  Key  West  and  thcTortugas, 

August  ^S. — To-day  discovered  a  small  steamer  not  far  distant  in  the 
offing,  heading  to  the  southward,  and  which  at  tirst  seemed  to  be  edg- 
ing toward  this  anchomge,  but  subsequently  observing  that  she  was 
going  to  stand  on,  I  got  underway,  st«»od  out,  and  comnmnicated  with 
her;  found  that  she  was  the  tow  boat  i.  31.  Stjke^^  fi-om  New  York, 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  had  been  Ijoarded  by  two  or  three  of  our 
blockading  vessels  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and 
her  papers  endorsed  accordioglv. 

August  2i., — After  sunrise  tnis  morning  it  commenced  freshening 
from  the  eastward,  and  a  heavv  swell  coming  in,  hove  up  the  anchor 
and  steamed  seaward  a  few  mites;  continued  standing  off  and  on  the 
inlet  during  the  day.  Toward  sunset  it  moderated  a  little;  stood  in 
and  anchored  again  to  save  coal,  although  the  weather  looked  unset- 
tled. 

AufjiM  ^. — After  some  days  of  rather  hazy  weather,  it  cleared  off 

somewhat  to-day,  when  was  observed  from  aloft  the  mastheads  of  a 

schooner  some  12  or  15  miles  to  the  southward,  apparently  ashore  on 

the  beach.     Did  notknow  but  she  might  be  one  of  the  pilot  fwuts  which 

was  to  )>e  sent  betw^een  the  visits  of  the  supply  steamer,  and  which 

[bad  got  ashore  in  the  late  dark  nights.     (toI  underway  ionnediately 

hand  went  down  to  her.     She  proved  to  be  the  centerboard  schooner 

1  Ihtriot^  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  upon  the  beach  and  bilged.     She 

had  landed   her  cargo,  been  stripped  of  her  sails,  and  was  deserted. 

S^me  few  l)ags  of  salt  and  a  few  barrels  of  salt  mackerel  w^ere  still 

I  upon  the  beach.     A   piece  of  a  letter  addressed  to  a  Jlr.  Clark  was 

Lfound,  dated  Nassau,  August  12,  which  spoke  about  some  shipments 

I  of  calico.     After  taking  from  her  a  few  articles  w^hich  had  hwn  left 

[in  the  wav  of  rigging  and  blocks,  I  cut  away  the  mast^:*  and  otherwise 

Ir^udered  her  perfectly  useless,  and  then  returned  to  my  station  off 

I  Mosquito  Inlet. 

August  ^9. — This  morning  the  senior  engineer  reported  to  me  that 
acre  was  about  two  days' quantity  of  good  steaming  coal  on  IkmihI; 
:iatas  we  get  nearer  the  lx>ttom  of  the  buiikei^  there  is^  foui*d  to  ho 
*  large  quantity  of  **  slack''  coal,  or  coal  dust;  that  the  bunkers  do  not 
Bm  to  have  been  cleaned  out  at  Boston  after  her  return  from  the 
Gulf  before  putting  in  fresh  coah  Upon  reflection,  1  deeme<l  it  of  an 
"  uperative  necessit}^  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Port  Royal  for  a  sup- 
)ly,  and  got  underway  ai-cordingly.  This  steamer  without  coal  is 
itterly  inetBcieiit  for  service,  and  with  a  repetition  of  the  late  blowy 
v^eiither  with  which  we  have  lieen  visited  she  would  be  in  great  danger 
'of  being  wrecked  upon  this  exposed  part  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 

J*ort  Royal^  AmjHHt  30, — ^I  hereby  report  the  arrival  here  of  this 
imer,  and  enclose  several  requisitions  for  your  approval  for  coal, 
lie^,  and  stores. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J0U^^    J.  ALaMV, 

Commands, 
Rear-AdmimI  S.  F.  Du  Poxt. 

ComMmnder  m  Chief ^  etc. 
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north,  I  thought  it  due  to  hiiu  and  iis  a  reward  for  that  faithful  spirit 
of  an  executive  officer,  worthy  of  the  old  .^ehool,  to  hit  hiui  rurj  north 
It]  the  J/assachnJitit^iind  return  in  a  few  day 8.  I  hope  you  will  approve 
of  thii^  as  well  as  of  the  ap|>ointmerit  to  this  ship. 

Preston:  I  am  allowing  my  acting  flag-lieutenaot  to  ^o  home,  he 
huvinyf  remained  with  lue  while  this  ship  wu.saway;  notallowint^  him — 
I  ought  to  have  ^nid  sending  him,  for  1  am  only  too  anxious  for  him 
to  he  otf.  He  ha*s  overworked  himself,  and  if  1  were  to  express  to 
you  the  amount  of  his  seiTieei;*  in  this  t!eet  and  the  alleviation  he  has 
brought  t^j  my  dutie.s  and  re.sponsildlities  ymi  could  hardly  credit  it. 
During  Rodgers'ti  absence  he  redouhled  his  exertions  lest  I  should  mis8 
Kodgers  too  much,  and  the  int^^nsity  of  these  furnace  heats  of  August 
(July  wai^  pleasiint)  1  fear  will  brmg  on  fever  if  he  does  not  leave 
jsooD.  He  IS  only  21,  fiT>m  Illinois,  and  such  men  are  born  aliout  once 
in  a  quarter  of  a  century.  I  am  going  to  give  him  a  letter  to  the 
President. 

I  received  your  letter  about  youn^  Packard,  hot  vou  evidently  did 
not  get  mine*  I  inmiediately  attended  to  the  matter,  with  the  addi- 
tional incentive  that  you  had  a  personal  int4:}rest  in  it.  But  no  coffin 
was  ever  received  on  board  of  the  Muj^sackmeltJ^^  and  this  I  write  to 
inform  you  of.  Please  see  to  this.  As  80<in  as  the  heats  are  over  I 
will  have  his  remains  disinterred  and  sent  home,  properly  cared  for. 
Please  sec  Nicholson,  of  the  fsa^ic  SmiiJt^  about  the  spot  where  he  w^as 
buried,  though  I  think  it  was  well  known.  Say  to  Mr.  Packard's 
father  that  his  son  was  kindly  soothed  in  his  last  moments,  decently 
interred,  and  that  his  desire  alx>ut  his  remains  shall  be  scrupulously 
carried  out.  This  is  more  than  we  can  generally  promise  in  such  trou- 
blous times  of  war. 

My  coniniission  did  not  come,  as  you  kindly  intended,  by  the  VTalKinh^ 
but  it  has  since  been  received;  hut  Kodgers  and  the  captains  in  port 
inaiHted  upon  carrying  everything  through  as  if  it  were  here  and  before 
too  many  of  the  lattei"  had  left.  It  was  a  handsome  sight.  l>ot  these 
things  humble  me  and  never  elate.  They  seem  to  recjuire  so  much 
more  to  be  done  to  prove  worth v,  and  when  yon  feel  you  have  done 
your  best  without  them  it  seems  "hard  to  come  up  to  the  new  point.  A 
tbounand  thanLs  to  Mr.  Welles  and  yourself  for  all  your  share  in  them. 
1  will  acknowledge  the  commission,  of  course,  olficially.  I  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  most  important  legislation  you  have  got  through  for 
the  Navy — the  greatest  in  a  half  century.  Do  not  mind  the  incon- 
gruitie>s.  I  hear  the  Prince  de  Join vi lie,  on  arriving  at  Fort  Monroe 
aft^T  hi8  ill-timed  trip,  said  we  were  not  a  military,  but  a  naval  ix»ople. 
The  Congress  has  never  been  either.  Grimes  is  the  shining  exception. 
1  wish  I  could  have  been  near  him  for  ten  minutes  on  the  admiml  l)ill. 
Hii^  idea  w^a^^  right.  It  wa.H  a  big  jump  to  go  from  ntithing  to  a  full 
admiraU  but  I  would  have  established  the  hierarchy  and  only  author- 
ized rear-admirals  now,  leaving  an  admiral  and  vice-admiral  to  be 
giv^en  to  the  happy  and  cruel  man  who  could  whip  a  British  fleet.  The 
first  idea  had  it^  merit  as  original  and  as  being  moderated  by  the  dis- 
|H)sition  of  the  tlags,  being  less  than  the  law,  while  now  we  are  asking 
more  than  rear-adrainds  are  entitled  to,  and  if  I  had  known  Rod^rs 
wad  going  to  change  my  flag  to  the  iiuiin  1  think  I  would  have  waited 
in  hopesi  trie  President  would  postpone  that  part  of  the  law.  This  hainng 
rear-admindti  without  adniimls  is  like  a  vice-chancellor  without  the 
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rhnnrollor,  vicc-pi-esident  wtthoat  the  president:  )mt  all  this  will  j 

Ik^sptH*tfully»  etc., 

S.  l\  Dv  Pont, 

Hear-AdmiraL 
lIoiL  (i.  V,  Fox, 

Ai^f*iMantS^^r6kitryoftIieNavy^  Washington, 


Re2}ort  of  Rtiir'Admtfal  Ihi  Pont^  CI  S.  Nmm^  of  the  arrkwtl  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  6%  ofth^  U,  &\  S,  rf%m. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pt^rt  RfPiial  Utr^jor,  S.  CI.  AftguM  H,  1862. 
8ik:  1  hiivc  tho  honor  to  iiitonii  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S, 
Vlartu  Ijieiitonjuit  Coniniander  J.  L,  Davis,  arrived  at  Port  Royal  on 
tho  IlHIi  iiiKtiiiit. 

I  have  ordered  her  to  the  hloekade  of  Ossabaw. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
RtHtr  AdmtmK  Comdg,  S<mih  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadrofu 

Hon.  (iinEoN  Wtn^LF^H. 

St'errfarg  of  the  Mcity,    Wn^hingt-OfU 


Rtrjmrt  of  Rmr'Admiral  I>u  Prmt,  IT,  S.  Mtvt/^fi)riParding  the  report 
of  LH'Ht*mant  Balch^  U,  S,  Navy^commandtTigtf,  8,  S.  Po€ahont<is^of 
a  rt:€onnoimanc^  up  the  Black  liii^er^  South  Carolina^  Aug^ust  Hr-15^ 

ISG^. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  IfarUt\  S,  C  August  ^1,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Commander  G.  B. 
Baleh  of  a  reconnoiasanee  up  the  Bhu-k  River,  some  25  miles  above 
Georgetown,  with  the  P(M:aJumiff^  and  the  captunnl  steam  tiigf  Treaty, 

It  wius  eondmted  with  the  energy  and  intrepidity  chamcteri.stie  of 
that  offirer,  who  was  also  well  support^nl  l>y  Acting'  Volunteer  Lieu* 
tenant  Baxter,  in  command  of  the  tug* 

The  expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  eapturing  a  rebel 
steamer  tilled  the  Nina^  said  to  be  in  Bhw^k  River  atx>ut  40  miles  above 
Georgetown,  but  after  ascending  some  25  miles  and  shelling  the  enemy 
out  of  a  battery.  Commander  Baleh  received  reliable  information  that 
the  uiiichioery  had  been  removed  from  the  steamer,  rendering  her 
possession  u^seless  to  us. 

On  his  return  he  was  attacked  by  the  rebels  from  the  woods  on  both 
sides  of  the  narrow  river,  and  though  hotly  engaged  succeeded  in 
returniiig  to  his  anchorage  with  only  one  casualty,  the  wounding  of 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  A.  Hill,  who  was  sevei*ely  injured 
by  a  mirji^  ball,  though  it  is  to  he  ho^wd  not  fatally. 
'  I  am  Jsiorry  to  inf onu  the  Departujent,  that  the  condition  of  the  boil* 
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era  and  riuichincry  of  the  Potn/tonia^  is  sucli  thiii  1  tiiii  cniiipi'lU'd  to 
send  her  north. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 
Rear'Adtiitral^  Vmmlg^  Sf/iUh  Atluntic  Bloekadtng  Sfiuadnm* 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretitry  of  the  ^^^r/pt/^  Waji/nui^tmi, 

[finolonire.J 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

Gecfrgekne^n  J[nrhn\  S,  ^1,  Atnjff.st  15^  186^* 
Slr:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thut  from  iriforomtion  ret^eived  from 
various  sources  I  wa.s  ted  to  believe  that  1  might  capture  the  steanicr 
JV^ma  up  the  Black  liivcr,  sonic  50  miles  h1k)vc  Georgetown,  and  most 
likely  I  should  find  her  in  good  etiudition  for  scrvii'C-  Being  anxious 
toaecomplish  so  desirable  an  end  as  her  e4iptiirc.  and  learning  furtbei" 
that  the  rebels  had  placed  batteries  along  the  banks  of  the  Black  River 
to  oppose  our  progress,  I  deterauned  to  prta-ecd  up  that  river  and 
iodulged  the  ho[>e  that  should  I  fail  in  getting  thi^  Nimt,  I  might  cap- 
ture some  pieecs  of  Ward^s  artillery  luid  perliaps  some  cotton,  rice,  or 
tiii*|>cntine. 

In  accordan*'e  with  these  views  1  had  the  tug  TrfOfj^  prepare* I  f<jr 
active  service,  and  sheathed  with  ^-Inch  pine  planks,  inside  of  whi^-h 
were  placed  hanuuocks  for  the  purpose  of  prut-ecting  those  on  fHmrd 
the  Treaty  from  rifle  shots,  aixd  1  take  this  occasion  to  state  that  it 
worked  most  admirably,  and  though  a  novel  mode  of  armoring  war 
vetisels^  still  1  can  connuend  it  to  any  one  r*ugaged  on  like  servi<H\ 
Captain  Baxter,  with  a  vfduoteer  crew  from  the  (rem  af  the  S(M^  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  IWtfty  and  having  anchored  this  ship  off  George- 
town on  the  forenoon  of  the  l*^th  instant,  Uy  await  the  arri\  al  of  the 
Treaty  after  dark,  where  w^e  remained  till  3  a.  m.  of  the  14th  insttmt, 
wheowc  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  Black  River,  the  Treaty 

ftow  of  this  vessel 
From  information  received  from  a  number  of  negroes,  who  came 
off.  I  learned  that  the  rebels  had  several  batteries  ou  the  rivcr^  intended 
to  oppose  our  progress.  We  met  with  no  opijosition  whatc^  er  in 
going  up  the  river,  some  22  nules,  and  when  ueai'ing  the  hattenes  to 
within*  600  yards  or  less,  I  anchored,  making  a  stern  hawser  fast  to  a 
ti-ee^  but  w^hich,  from  tht-  effect  of  the  tide,  was  not  sulhciently 
strong  enough  to  hold  the  ship  athw^arti^ihips  of  the  tide.  We  hove 
up  our  anchor  and  succeeded  after  some  dimcnlty  in  making  the  ship 
secure  wdth  her  broadside  on  the  batteries  at  fiOO  yards  distance.  We 
then  went  t-o  cjuarters  and  at  9:iJ5  a,  m.  delivered  a  broadside  of  sfiells 
and  tljcn  opciu^d  with  giiipe,  the  Twenty  tiring  her  rifled  howitzer  with 
great  spirit.  No  rc|)ly,  how^'ver,  w^as  made  to  our  tire,  and  I  hmrned 
by  a  contniband  who  had  beeii  working  on  the  batteries,  and  whci  rame 
on  Iwiard  shortly  after  we  ceiised  firing,  that*at  the  tirst  gun  the  l>at- 
teries  were  descrtrd  and  Ward's  artillery  went  off  in  full  retreat.  We 
piped  down  at  10:  i,^  and  allowed  the  men  rest,  the  heat  Iteing  extreme, 
and  during  the  tiring,  with  the  awnings  furled;  these  we  spreatl,  how- 
ever. Numerous  cotitrabands  were  in  attendance,  stime  of  w^hom 
wished  to  come  to  us,  all  of  whom  were  taken  on  board.  They 
mportcd  tiiat  the  enemy  were  i-ongregating  in  the  w^oods  to  lire  *>n  ua 
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a.s  we  went  down  the  river.  Captiiin  Baxter  latided  and  made  a  ret'on- 
noiH^anee  which  .-^ititslied  him  that  the  report  was  true. 

Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  land  with  the  foree  I  had,  we  remained 
quietly  at  iinehi>r  and  wt*nt  to  dinner  at  the  usual  hour^  but  at  1:05 
p.  in.  we  were  sudderdy  attaeked  hv  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  woods 
not  more  tljari  SO  yards  from  us.  No  one  was  injured,  however*  We 
replied  immediately  with  ^reat  guns  and  small  arms. 

The  river  at  this  |*iaci'  being  oi^ly  Sti  yards  wide,  and  the  ship  having 
dragged  her  anchor  and  swung  head  upstream,  her  stern  heing  hard 
and  fast  aground,  I  called  the  men  forward  on  the  foreca^stle,  when  the 
enemy  opened  on  as  again,  but,  strange  to  say,  hit  no  one  of  the  crowd 
collected  there. 

I  received  great  assistance  from  Cnpttiin  Baxter  in  the  Treaty^  and 
tinally  this  ship  tloated  and  we  proeeedi^d  slowly  jMist  th**  batteries, 
which  we  found  deserted.  We  proceeded  up  the  river  some  8  miles 
fartlier,  heing  by  water  iio  miles*  above  Cxeorgetown.  and  then  turned 
alRHit,  followed  by  the  Tnattj, 

As  we  passed  the  earthworks  we  were  Hred  upon  by  the  enemy  in 
ambush,  *listant  only  .><>  yards,  and  sometinn^s  less,  to  which  we 
X'eplied  with  c^anister  iind  gnipe  from  the  great  guns  tvw^  howitzer  and 
our  rifleiiUM^  with  greut  effect,  taking  care  to  expose  the  men  and  officers 
a8  little  as  possild*-.  The  bluffs  were  lined  with  troo])s,  and  for  a  dis- 
tance of  ifO  miles  we  had  to  run  the  gsintlet,  followed  by  the  Trtxtty^ 
which  kept  up  a  spirited  tire  from  her  howitzer  and  small  arms,       * 

The  river  being  very  narrow,  tind  though  the  ship  steers  bciuiti fully, 
we  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground  twice,  and  both  times  uruh^*  tire  of 
the  enemy's  riHeuH^n,  but  soon  succeeded,  by  the  assistance  of  Ctiptaiii 
Baxter  in  the  Tnaftj^  m  getting  uff:  and  thus  we  proceeded  down  the 
river,' ha vint'  to  stantl  the  tire  of  the  enemy  from  each  side,  as  the  f>luifs 
afforchnl  a  chance  for  the  enemv  to  tire  down  uixm  us,  a  good  share  of 
which  the  gallant  little  Treuti/  had  to  stand  as  she  followed  the  J*oca- 

At  '^:■\^\  \\.  UK.  whilst  uiuler  a  verv  sharp  tire  of  the  enemj''  from  a 
bluff.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Kngineer  pTohn  A,  Mill  was  wounded  In^ 
a  mirjl«5  ball,  and  I  regi'et  to  repc»rt  that  his  wound  is  very  dangerous; 
as  3'et,  however,  1  am  rejoiced  to  state  that  liis  symptoms  are  all  favor- 
able. It  is  a  penetntting  wound  of  the  abd<mien,  the  bull  havitig  |>asscd 
entirely  through  his  iM^dy.  I  need  not  s4iy  tliat  he  is  receiving  the 
most  assiduous  care  of  V^w  Rhf^ad(^s,  and  he  has  been  renH>ved  to  the 
spar  deck,  under  tlie  |>oop,  that  he  may  ha\  e  the  benetit  of  a  cooler 
atmosphere;  and  1  jon  satistied  if  skill  and  attention  am  avail,  his  »!ifo 
will  1>e  saved. 

At  sunset  we  passed  (leorgetown  and  anchored  some  few  miles  below* 
not  being  able  to  cross  the  llats  at  night,  nnd  next  morning  we  got 
underway  and  st^MKl  down  to  the  light-house,  <>ff  which  weanchorinl, 

I  havealstj  to  reix»rt  that  we  have  several  cases  of  the  fever  and  have 
quite  a  heavy  sick  list,  but  we  have  had  the  worst  easels  removed  t(j  the 
spar  deck  and  screened  off  for  the  benefit  of  pure  air,  which  they  could 
not  receive  on  the  l*erth  deck  of  this  ship. 

I  shall  renmin  quiet  for  a  while,  and  having  anchored  farther  out  for 
purer  air,  1  am  in  hopes  soon  to  tind  the  crew  in  good  hi^alth  again. 

In  my  n^jMut  of  the  Dth  instant  I  have  calh'd  your  attention  to  the 
condition  oi  the  lK>ilers  of  this  ship,  and   I   deem   it  my  dut}'  to  ur|^e 
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xj)i  y*ni  tiio  necessity  for  extensive  repairs  U)  her  bcjjlerK  nr  thiit  the 

ji|)  Ik*  fuinisht'd  with  new  boilers,  whieh  she  surely  needn.     We  have 

ad  ^reat  trouiile  with  them,  and  1  can  now  eoni^cientionsly  urge  tJmt 

the  siiip  l>e  sent  home  as  so^m  as  possible,  as,  in  my  opinion,  she  is 

unfit  for  further  aetive  service  without  oxtensive  repairs  to  her  niaehin- 

Iery  and  iir%v  }>oilers.  In  this  opinion  1  am  strengthened  by  thatf>f  the 
aenii>r  engineer,  ]Mr.  Lee.  and  who  seems  ever  ready  to  repair  any  dam- 
^e  in  his  department  that  may  arise.  I  trust  that  this  candid  expres- 
sion vf  my  opini<in  as  to  the  condition  of  the  IwiliTs  of  this  ship  will 
meet  with  }'oiir  approxal  I  have  nmdc  it  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
len*ice,  and  I  respectfully  urge  that  as  so*>n  as  convenient  she  be  sent 
bome. 

1  can  not  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the 
^■ftdmiralile  behavioi-  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  on  the  14th 
^^ptistnuL  The  coolness  and  braver}'  of  my  tijallant  officers  and  crew  have 
^<^licited  my  warmest  t^ncomi  urns,  and  asi  an  evidence  of  their  effieienty 
1  beg  to  stat«^  that  1  received  on  board  a  contraband  from  Georgetown, 
itid  who  .^iw  Ward  (*ome  in,  and  who  rejxn*ts  that  \t  was  known  that 
^is  ship  Wiis  tilled  with  tn*ops.  The  rapidity  of  our  tire  from  the  great 
ms  w"ith  canistri'  and  gra|>e  and  then  instantly  froni  the  rifles  I'eflectd 
reat  credit  upon  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship.  Nor  can  1  say  less 
if  the  Trtafi/^  under  Iter  gallant  commander,  who  seemed  to  court  the 
emyV  shot,  \uu\  his  gallant  volunteer  crew  for  the  Gem  of  the  Hea^ 
lid  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  most  efficient  services  rendered 
ly  Captain  Baxter  and  the  crew  of  thi3  Trraty.  Thev  wei-e  all  inde- 
tigalde  in  their  exertions,  and  sto<:Ml  the  tire  of  t&e  enemy  in  the 
Co<dest  manner. 

I  have  now  on  North  Island  102  contmliands  subject  t-o  your  trrder. 
They  are  in  good  health,  Vnit  are  useless   here  and    are  consuming 
rations  which  we  can  not  well  spare.     I  have  forwarded  a  letter  and 
reoui^ition  from  Captain  Baxter^,  and  I  respectfully  add  that  my  pro- 
visions will  only  last  till  Septeml>er  1.     I  send   this  by  the  sutler^s 
schooner,  Jlennf  R,  /^/;7//'^,  K!ndly  sent  op  from  BulTs  Bay  by  Cap- 
in  C<jnroy,  wliich.  in  the  absence  of  both  mail  and  provisions  hy  the 
^assae/iu^c/t^.  enables  us  t^  supply  ourselves  with  some  comforts. 
Verj^  respectfully,  your  otiedient  servant, 

Geo,  B,  Balch, 
LieiUenant^  Command in^, 
Kear- Admiral  S.  F,  Dv  Pont, 

(hmiif/,  iStndh  Aflantie  Bhfckading  Sqtuidn/n^  Port  Rm^aL^  S,  C, 

P.  S*^-I  should  have  stated  in  the  body  of  the  above  report  that  I 

iH'ived  information  from  \  arious  contnilmnds  farther  up  the  river 

bat   the  machinery  had   tieen   removed   from  the  Ntwi.  and   some 

ceountjs  stated  her  boiler  also.     This  last  rejKjrt  I  do  not  l>elieve.  but 

\  have  no  d<iubt  that  S4>me  imjxu'tant  mrts  of  her  machinery  have  l>een 

iken   out  and,  of  coui*se,  she  would   be  useless   to  as,   and  it  waa 

bought  bv  Captain  Baxter  and  myself  not  worth  while  to  run  the  risk 

of  di?tention  up  the  river  in  this  sickly  seasc^n,  and  where,  from  the 

irrownesa  of  the  river,  it  would ^  have  been  possible  to  have  phic^ 

tructions  that  would  have  annoyed  us  exceedingly. 
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OihUt  *{f  Rmr-Admlnil  Du  Pmd^  V*  S,  jVm*t/\,  to  Lieui^enant  BaJ4;hA 
U,  S.  Nmuj^  rrnfunanding  U.  S.  S*  Pocahfmta^^  topntceedfu^tTt^o 
rt^jHiirH  Uy  f^iSJ^td^  and  otpmrnofuiing  her  q^l^erti  an^fcrew  for  serv^ 
rtmd'ered* 

Fu^GSHTF   WaBABH, 

P(yrt  Royal  Ifarhor.  S.  (\,  Au(iuxt2L  1869. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  sevenil  reports  of  the  ^th,  12th,  and  15th  1 
ins^tant,  and  uiii  gmtified  at  the  manner  in  which  you  have  condiu'ted 
affairs  in  the  waters  of  Georgetown.    Your  reconnoissanee  up  the  Blark 
River  was  eiHidneted  not  only  with  3'onr  u^ual  spirit  and  energy*  but 
with  skill  and  judi^nient,  and\  have  forwarded  your  ioterestiog report! 
of  the  saint*  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  T^avy.  i 

You  will  ti*ansn}it  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  of  whose  J 
conduct  you  s|K*ak  in  such  high  terms  in  his  management  of  the  snialll 
prize  steamer  during  the  expedition,  my  warm  commendation  for  his] 
zealous  and  spirited  discharge  of  duty. 

I  regret,  however,  to  learn  the  helpless  condition  of  the  PfK-ahonku^  I 
We  have  no  lueiuis  of  re|>airing  her  here,  and  it  will  not  do  to  send  her 
north  later  in  the  season.  You  will,  therefore,  oti  receipt  of  this,  pro- 1 
ceed  with  her  to  Philadelphia  without  delay.  The  Ptnwifui  takes  youJ 
this  order  and  youi"  mails,  with  provisions  for  the  Gt^ni  of  the  Stxi^  aodj 
you  will  leave  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter  in  charge  until  ij 
can  send  a  steamer, 

I  regret  to  lose  the  l^fvahonia^  from  this  station.  Please  say  to  her] 
otlicers  and  men  that  1  have  ever  noted  the  prompt  manner  in  which  I 
she  lia^  always  res|K)TKled  to  any  call  for  service. 

With  regard  to  yourself,  it  is  my  doty  and  pleasure  to  my  that  yoa' 
have  come  np  to  the  highest  reqiiirenientsof  theseiTiee  as  a  conmiand- 
ing  officer,  and  1  trust  the  Department,  which  is  already  informed  by  me 
of  your  merits^  will  give  you  a  bett4?r  vessel  and  send  you  back  to  this 
station. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  run  home,  I  am,  respectfully,  etc*., 

S.  \\  Du  Pont, 

Eair-Adm  Iral. 

Connuander  (i.  B,  Baix^h, 

U.  S\  X.  l*orakontas^  Senier  O0eer,  Ge^rgeti/wn* 


P,  S. — I  regretted  to  hear  of  the  wound 
If  still  living,  please  express  my  s^Tiipathy. 


to  Mr.  Hilk  the  engineer* 

8.  R  I)u  P., 
Rear- Admiral, 


Letter  fror/n  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pfmt^  U,  *S'.  Navy^  ta  OM^ qf  Rureau] 
of  Comt ruction  and  Repair^  rt^garding  rej^air^  to  ae^ds* 

Flagsiop  Wabash, 
P&rt  Royal  Hm^mr,  S.  a,  Angmt  15,  1862, 
Sih:  The  accompanying  i-equisitions  should  probably  go  to  the  new 
bureau.     If  organized,  will  you  please  send  them  there  f 

We  have  felt  sorely  the  deprivation  of  a  band,  which  keeps  down  a 
sick  list,  according  to  my  experience.  The  Waha^h  returned  with  a 
nucleus,  and  I  hope  to  iilf  it  up;  hence  the  requisitian  for  ini^trunieots. 
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1  take  this  ot'cii^siort  to  thank  the  Buroau,  iis  I  huvt:  aln^ady  tiie 
Department,  thrimgh  it  tbu  olKcei>i  and  head^  of  dv\r,\vinwnis  at  the 
Ptnladrlphia  navy  3'ai'd,  fur  the  prompt  and  etiicii*iit  repair.s  made  to 
tins  ship,  ail  iimuuritof  work  that  in  the  same  space  of  time  hiis  not 
before  oeen  surpa.ssed,  and  I  feel  (piite  rewarded  for  letting  her  go 
north,  though  it  vs  as  no  small  trial,  a^  you  may  .supix).se. 
ReHpectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear'Admiraf. 
J,  Lenthall,  Esq,, 

Chief  of  Bur  t^iu  Cmistructi^m  and  Repair, 


Letter  from  Surgeon  CJyuur^  U,  S,  Ntvey^  to  Captain  Rodgera^  PI  5. 
Naiyy^  ct^mmanding  iL  8.  8,  Wuhtuh^  regard Ing  riuitjnires  far  ths 
presenmtion  of  the  henltk  of  the  crew  of  that  ve^d. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rogah  S.  C,  Angmf  15,  tS€^. 
Sir:  In  order  to  enable  the  crew  of  this  ship  to  resist  the  debilitat- 
iiijt,^  effect  of  this  oppressively  hot  weather,  I  would  respectfullv  state 
that  in  my  judgment  the  adoption  of  your  suggestion  to  supply  cof- 
fee  with  bread  to  the  men  immediately  on  turning  out  in  tne  morn- 
ing, would  contribute  very  much  to  preserve  health  and  strength  of 
the  ship's  company. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Clymer, 
Fled  Surgeon. 
Captain  C.  R.  P.  Roikikrb, 

Coifitiymding  FkigHhip  Wahash^  Port  Rmjal^  S,  C 


Report  of  Acting  ^faster  tSntll^  U.  S,  JVoin/^  etmimnndmg  naval  forcei 
in  St.  Johi^H  River ^  I'l<»nd€i^  regarding  affairs  iv  that  iHmnity* 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 

St,  John's  River,  Florida,  Attgmt  10,  1S62, 

Sir:  Acting  Master  Dickinson  having  arrived  here  with  the  Gari- 
ffaldi,  I  have  lieen  aide  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  river  as 
far  as  Jacksonville. 

I  landed  parties  at  several  points  in  the  vicinity  of  Yellow  Bluff, 
and  from  the  best  information  w^e  can  obtain  the  enemy  has*  no  party 
this  side  of  -lacksooville  composed  of  more  than  twelve  men.  I  feel 
satisfied  that  Acting  Master  Cmne  was  mistaken  in  supposing  the 
t^neoiy  at  work  at  Yellow  Bluff. 

The  Garibaldi  leaLs  so  badly  from  w^omihok^s  that  provisions 
placed  in  her  for  transmulation  would  be  much  injured.  It  was  wdth 
difficulty  that  Acting  Master  Dickinson  kept  her  afloat  on  his  return 
from  Port  Royal. 

The  Unctts  goes  to-day  to  Fernandina  for  coal,  of  which  she  has 
onlv  a  few  tons  on  hand. 

'fhe  provisions  for  which  requisitions  were  foi'warded  some  days 
since  will  boon  be  needed  for  issue  on  board  this  vessel. 
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Acting  Master  Crane,  of  the  Cneojn^  reports  that  yesterday  two  sea- 
men deserted  from  his  vessel.  A  party  was  sent  to  cut  them  off  and 
one  was  captured.  Enclosed  I  forward  a  descriptive  list  of  the  one 
who  escapra. 

As  several  men  have  deserted  from  the  vessels  in  the  St.  John^s,  it 
would  appear  necessary  that  an  example  should  be  made  of  the  man 
capturea  which  would  prevent  desertion  in  future. 

1  would  respectfully  request  your  orders  in  regard  to  this  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Snkll, 
Acting  lOuter^  Oimdg.  Naval  Fame  in  St,  JohrCs  River. 

[Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Poxr.J 


Order  of  Rear-Admirtd  Du  Pont^  l\  S,  Xavy^  i4»  Lieutenant- Com- 
mander Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vixen^  to  proceed 
to  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia^  for  Uockaae  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  IIarbai\  S.  C,  Augu^  16,  1862. 
Sib:  So  soon  as  you  are  ready  you  will  proceed  with  the  steamer 
Vixen,  under  your  command,  to  l)ssabaw  Sound,  Georgia,  and  report 
to  Commander  A.  G.  Clary,  of  the  Daren,  for  blockading  dut^'  in 
those  waters. 

I  intend   the  ^laen  to  relieve  the  Pemhina  for  the  present,  and 
orders  will  be  sent  by  you  to  Conunander  Clary. 
Respectfully,  etc, 

S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johi'  L.  Davis, 

C.  S.  S.   Vixen. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Clary, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steam^ers  Vixefi  and  Pembiiuj. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  16,  1862. 
Sib:  I  send  the  Vixen  to  assist  in  the  blockade  of  Ossabaw.     Will 
you  please  order  the  Pembina  to  report  to  me  here,  as  she  requires 
repairs? 

1  send  a  paper  of  the  latest  date,  received  last  night,  in  case  your 
own  mail  has  not  one  so  late. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 
Commander  A.  G.  Claby, 

U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  Ossabaw  Srmnd. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of 
t/wo  officers  from  th3  U.  S.  S.  JUohaicJc,  August  16^  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  27, 1862. 
Sib:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  Acting  Second  Assist- 
•  Engineer  James  D.  Carpenter  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Alfred 
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Hornshy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohnwk^  were  capturod  at  North  Edisto  by 

the  rel)els  and  are  now  prisiniers  in  (Jharle.st*^*. 

These  officei*sf  were  pennitted  to  ^o  on  .shore  by  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander A*  K.  Hughes  under  a  positive  order  not  to  go  out  of  signal 
distance- 

VeiT  respectful ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Adm iraK  Cmnd<j,  Smtfh  Affajifir  BJorkndh}fj  St/tf/rffrfm. 
Hon,  GlDKON  Wkij,e8, 

kieeretary  **f  the  Nfivy^    Wftshinfftmt. 


AJmtract   of  Imj  of  the    IL    S.    A.   J/o/iawk^  Lietitenant-Crmtmandrr 
Hvghes^  l\  S,  ytivy^  eommmidivp. 

Augujit  16^  ISG'3.— At  in  u.  m.,  Mr.  Carpenter,  ehief  engine. m\  and 
Ml*.  A.  HornHb}',  acting  nia>ster\s  nmt(\  went  on  shoi^e  to  walk  about 
the  beach.     From  8  to  midnight:  The  ulKcera*  not  yet  returned. 

August  77.~At  H  a.  ni.  seiit  an  armed  force  of  20  men  and  2  officei*s 
on  shore  to  search  for  the  missing  ofBcers.  At  li{;HO  |).  m.  the  force 
returned.  The  party  were  utialile  to  tind  out  anything  in  reference  to 
the  missing  officers,  but  from  inforniution  received  from  two  contm* 
hands  that  were  sent  on  Iniard  it  appears' that  they  wei'e  \'esterday  sur- 
prised by  a  party  of  MlK)yt  Sn  rt^bcls.  They  were  tired  at  four  times 
and  af  terwaixls  supposed  to  have  been  captured,  as  we  can  find  no  traces 
of  them. 


Ltiter  fi^mji  Major- General  IInnte7\  U*  &\  Army^  to  F'lag-Ojffleer  JJu 
Pfmi^  IL  aS*  JVavt/^  nyanlhtfj  the  ad^/ption  (tffimrantine  nfjfdalitrns 
in  view  ttf  tike  prevalence  of  yellow  feim""  at  Key  West 

Headquarters  Defartment  of  the  South, 

Iimmi  Ileml,  I\^rt  Royal,  S\  C,  Augit^t  JO,  1SB2. 
I  Admiral:  I  have  lately  received  infonnation  that  yellow  fever  of  a 
malignant  type  pi*e vails  at  Key  West.  As  vessels  from  that  place  are 
likely  to  seek  to  enter  this  port,  1  deem  it  of  the  last  imix>rtiince  tliat 
rigirf  quarantine  regulations  he  established  and  enforced,  and  I  resi>ect- 
fiillv  invite  your  coo|>eration  in  securing  that  end.  1  shall  detail  a 
medical  officer  who  will  be  instructed  to  iKmrd  every  vessel  seeking  to 
enter  this  |x>i*t  from  the  South,  and  shall  require  all  vessels  amenable 
to  my  authority  to  observe  such  (juanititine  as  that  officer  may  recom- 
mend. I  would  suggest,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  that  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Navy  be  made  subject  to  the  same  mle.  It  would 
niaterially  aid  mv  efforts  in  this  matter  if  you  could  station  a  gunlioat 
at  the  entmnce  of  the  harbor  with  instructions  to  stop  all  vessels  seek- 
ing to  enter  and  compel  them  to  come  to  an  anchor  at  the  bar  and  await 
the  yisit  of  a  medical  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

D.  Hunter, 
Jfajor-  General^  Gm* w andrng^ 
Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  [South  Aiinntic]  Blockading  Sgimdron, 
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Letter  fronx  Rear-Admiral  Du  PorU^  U.  S.  yavifj  to  Major-  General 
HufUer^  U.  S.  Army^  stnting  that  orders  iciU  be  i4s8ued  covering  quar- 
antine regulations  against  Key  Westj  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Augmt  18,  1862. 
General:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of 
the  16th  instant  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  quarantine  regula- 
tions for  this  harbor,  and  more  especially  in  view  of  yellow  fever  of  a 
malignant  type  having  appeai*ed  at  Key  \Vest 

I  need  haraly  add  uiat  i  shall  cooperate  with  you  most  earnestly  in 
carrying  out  3'our  views  on  this  important  subject. 

I  will  issue  without  delay  a  general  order  to  the  vessels  of  my  fleet 
informing  them  of  the  proposed  regulations,  and  will  station  immedi- 
ately a  vessel  at  some  suitable  point  between  this  and  the  bar  to  act  as 
a  guard  boat  in  conjunction  with  the  health  boat  of  the  Army,  on  which 
the  medical  officers,  I  presume,  will  reside. 

,  I  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  at  this  moment  where  the  quarantine 
grounds  shoula  be  located,  and  to  which  my  attention  was  called  ver- 
bally by  your  assistant  adjutant-general,  Captain  Smith.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  St  Helena  Sound  would  b^  preferable  to  any  place 
m  this  harbor  or  the  Savannah  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  much  I'espect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Adm  ind. 
Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  nfthe  S^ntth. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  l>u  Pont,  U.  5.  2lary,  to  Acting  Volunteer 

Lieutenant  Eytinge^  C.  S.  yhry^  regarding  matters  pertaining  to 

his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilarh>r.  S.  C  August  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  two  communications  of  the  11th  and  17th 
instant;  also  your  chart  of  soundiners  made  oflt  Charleston. 

The  importance  of  your  position  I  am  fully  aware  of;  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  Navv  alone  to  hold  the  islancJs  bordering  the  waters  of 
St,  Helena  Sound,  and  as  the  Army  have  withdrawn  tteir  forces  f  i-om 
the  fort  on  Otter  Islands  I  do  not  purpose  to  occupy  it  with  sailors. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  send  you  a  light-draft  steamer  for  a 
short  time  and  I  will  do  so  when  possible,  but  at  present  all  are  other- 
wise engaged. 

I  approve  entirely  of  your  conduct  toward  the  contrabands  and 
advise  that  they  Ih>  directed  to  gi>  to  St  Helena,  to  the  plantations 
where  agents  are  plai^.  If  1  can  get  .-.ny  seeds  for  your  garden  they 
shall  Ih>  sent. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  the  spirit  evinced  in  vour  communication 
in  guarding  your  present  important  Uivi^t^  but  f  would  advise  ^reat 
caution  in  airu>ating  expeditions,  as  the  guerrillas  are  active  m  all 
dinn^tions.  Take  care  that  the  Navy  fla^  hoisted  over  the  fort  be 
removiHl  at  niglit^  as  1  do  not  wish  it  to  fall  into  rebel  hands. 

There  is  some  idtni  of  establishing  a  quarantine  station  in  St  Helena 
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Sound.      WilJ  you  ^ive  me  your  opinion  as  to  tin*   fiest  \Aiwv  for  lliut 
purpose  ? 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.   F.   L)l]  1\)nt, 

Rmr-Advurai, 
Acting  Voluiit^*er  Lieutenant  IL  St»  C.  Eytik(3K, 

fL  S.  Shrp\Shephrrd\  ixtaij^jK  *SL  /M^jm, 

P.  S.^Yours  of  the  2Dth  lias  ju8t  been  receiverl.      I    will  inform 
General  Saxton  of  the  condition  of  the  negroesij* 

S.  F.  Vvl\. 
Rt  ar-  AdffilrtiL 


Rejmrt  of  SeQ/t-Admmd  Ihi   Ihnl^    (L  *V.    Niivi/^   rctjardhuj   vt^HtlH 
neediTh^  repairs  and  urglmj  thtir prompt  reiurn  to  hiM  cmummid, 

Flaoshif  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Jlm-hor,  S.  (\,  At/r/vxt  /X,  /ShW 

Sm:  The  Department  ha.s  already  l>een  infonned  of  tlie  eoiitinnonH 
wearing-  out  of  the  steameri^  of  this  i^tjuadnm  from  long  and  (*niLs(aui( 
u»e,  the  re|mir.s  of  which  in  niany  cases  are  beyond  the  capacity  of  our 
machine  shop. 

I  ha\'e  to  thank  the  Depaitment  for  its  efforts  to  .supply  deficiencies 
thus  created  and  for  sending  me  four  ^dheient  vessels  of  their  elasn. 

But,  unfortunately.  I  have  now  to  report  that  the  f*iur  ri-gnlur  gun- 
l^>oats,  Unadllla^  Ottawa^  Sent*  ft ^  and  PtrmhrntK  which  Mi  in  tlie  t.'X[>e- 
dition  in  October  last  and  have  been  ini|Xirtant  vesseln  in  this  mjuadron, 
and  perhaps  overworked  by  me,  have  also  given  way. 

I  am  pleased  to  say,  however,  they  were  such  iine  ve^nels  and  so 
well  constnicted  on  the  whole  that  laoi  induced  to  believe  three  wei^b* 
will  suffice  to  render  them  efficient  again,  tuovided  srm*e  s[>eirial  tueiig- 
urei*  are  taken  to  require  the  work  ti>  be  a* me  in  that  time. 

As  the^e  boats  may  be  of  vast  impoitance  later,  and  are  no  longer 
of  any  use  to  me*  except  as  a  show  of  force,  I  have  roochid^'d  to  s<5nd 
them  severally,  as  I  can  get  them  prepared,  to  New  York,  where  the 
patterns  of  their  machiner}*  are,  wnich  will  save  time  in  their  repairn* 

I  am  sure  the  Department  will  hurr^^  out  the  ves^eln  it  hun  promim^d 
me.  The  ikmundatana^  Ilau^itanw^  and  Adiron/lmk  have  not  yet 
arriFed.     The  Flamo^/tn  and  Nnn/ykh  I  thought  wr>uld  have  lM*en  hore. 

As  these  gunboats  have  been  a  very  important  element  in  thin  mptad- 
ron,  the  Department  will  appreciate  my  anxiety  for  their  early  return 
to  it,  and  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  rearadminil  ronnnandingftt 
New  York,  who  will  s\-mpathize  in  this  aoxiety  on  my  jwirt,  may  *>e 
directed  to  put  them  instantly  in  band,  to  auth**!-!/^*  night  work,  to 
have  the  minor  repairs  keep  |jace  with  thf>si^  on  thi*  nwuhinery*  and 
not  permit  the  ve^tsels  to  go  out  of  commiMsion  or  the  internal  organ- 
ization to  be  broken  up^  tf  it  can  possibly  tie  avoided,  with  mieb  other 
amngements  as  his  own  better  judgment  may  i*uggej«t. 
Very  feepectfullv,  voar  obedient  s^Tvant, 

S,    \\    riUPOKfT, 

Mast' Admiral^  Cmndg*  South  Atlaniie  Block^in^  Syu^tdrtm, 

Hon,  GiDBOX  Wellks, 

Stcreiary  oft  As  Nam^^  WoMMngimit 

P.  S.— Siiice  Ifae  aboire  waa  written  the  Adirondack  ba^  arrived. 

a  F-  Ih;  Po-rr, 
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OriLer(pf  Rear-Athnlnil  Du  Pont^  L\  S.  JVavVy  to  Captain  Chnsevocrt^ 
U.  xV.  Nar^^  annmundlna  (J.  S.  S.  Adm/fidack^  tc proceed  to  JfasMU, 
N<'in  IVovtdence^  in  obeaience  to  the  Departments  order. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  CI,  August  18,  18&i. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  our  force  off  Nassau  according  to  the  orders 

CON tai ried  i ri  the  honorable  Secretary's  dispatch*  of  13th  August     Com- 

iiiuniraU^  with  the  consul  of  the  United  States  if  you  can  £>  so  without 

viohitiri^  thc»  rules  of  the  port  of  Nassau  given  to  you  on  your  recent 

VJHit 

You  will  return  here  with  all  dispatch, 
llespectfully,  etc.. 


Oaptain  (iirKKT  Ganskvoort, 

[\  S,  S.  AdinmdaeJc. 


S.  F.  Du  Po«t, 

Sear-AdmiraL 


Oruhn*  of  Hear- Admiral  Dh  Pont,  U.  S.  Xavy^  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Harnt'My  IK  S.  Navy^  to  assume  oomm/ind  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Daum. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  ITarhor,  S.  C.  August  19,  1862. 
Hue:  You  aro  hcn^hy  detai^hed  from  the  Wabash  and  will  proceed  to 
OHMibaw  Sound  and  relieve  Commander  A.  G.  Clary  in  the  oonmiand 
of  Uin  IK  «V.  *V.  Dawfu  now  blockading  those  waters. 

t  have  linked  the  Doimrtment  to  approve  of  this  appointment,  as  emi- 
niMiMy  du(^  to  your  faithful  and  gallant  sendees  in  tois  ship  and  squad- 
ron hIuco  tho  vorv  i*onnuencement  of  the  war. 
KoM|H*ctfuflv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Post, 

Bear-Adm  irai. 
Adin^  hJoufiMmnt  J.  S.  Barnes. 

r.  .<^.  >'.   11^7*^^^. 


Uf»/Htrt  tif*  Rf^fr-Admind  Du  I\mt^  U.  ->'.  Savy.  urging  erpfdiiitm  in 

ihf'  rtpairs  ofvesset*. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
/*»rr  Royid  Ifarh^r.  S.  (\  Avffwi  19,  ISSS. 
Sui;  Tlio  r«i»c///^  Icavtv)  in  the  nKiming  for  New  York. 
I  liiivo  only  (o  ivfor  tho  IVimrtment  to  my  dispatch  of  die  18ll&  in- 
Hianli  in  ivlalion  to  tJu8  and  tho  thre^  other  regular  gunboats,  tie,  the 
f  V/<ii/sr«  Sfth\s9^  and  /Vtnkifut^  and  Iteg  that  they  may  be  pat  in  hand 
inunodiatt'ly  ii*s  thoy  suiHx>ssively  arrive. 

Vorv  ivsjHvtiuHv.  vour  oln-sliont  servant, 

S.  F.  Dr  PtoT, 
AV%»r- , \dminiK  f  ♦'fW*;.  S»»ii/^  J/TiFw/fr*  Bfocbad^ftg  SfwtJrfm. 

Hon*  (iinKi>N  Wkujw.  ^ 

Nr^Tr/fF r v  ofrhr  X ?rv.   Wij^kingtt'm^ 
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U.  Sb  S.  Cakajcbaigua, 

At  Sm,  Am/uMt  20,  ISiTJ. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  i-eceipt  on  the  iHth  instant 
of  the  Departnient*.s  order  of  July  15,  to  proceed  with  this  ve^®el  to 
Port  Royal  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  S*  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty:  and 
also  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  the 
order  I  left  the  anchorage  off  the  navy  yard,  Charlei?town,  [Mass.]^ 
proceeded  to  the  anchorage  in  Nantasket  Roads  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  errors  of  the  ship^s  compasses,  etc,,  and  from  thence 
to  sea,  thi^  da  v. 

1  ti^n8niit  herewith  a  master  roll  of  office i"s  and  men  under  my 
[>mniand,  and  aliiso  a  repoit  of  traosffen?  and  desertions  from  thi^  ship 
ice  she  ba.*i  been  in  commiKwion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J-  F.  6b££N, 

Oapimn, 
Hon.  GtDBox  Welles, 

Secretary  fyfthe  3Wy,   WcLshingtfnk^  IK  C 


^m\ 


w 

1     u^ 


Sietii*ill^*  of  ih^  capture  of  th^^  Mtjhn&ner  JJisn, 

V.   S.   S.   BlEX\'ILLE, 

Off  (7uirl€st<m,  S\  t\,  Auffust^J,  18$^. 

Sib:  I  have  captured  this  day  and^^ut  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudica- 
tion the  schooner  Eliza^  of  Naei^i^au,  New  Providence,  for  attempting  to 
violate  the  blockade  instituted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
on  this  coa^st. 

The  Elha  was  captured  about  15  miles  S,  E.  by  S,  from  Cbpe 
Bomain  light,  and  about  25  mites  E.  by  N.  from  Charle^n  Bar,  in  %\ 
fathoms  of  water.  She  wa^^  under  Engligh  colors  and  heading  to  the 
southward,  althoujgh  cleared  at  Nassau  for  Baltimore. 

She  is  loaded  with  250  sacks  of  salt  and  5  case^  of  cards. 

Her  register  I  believe  to  l*e  spurioas,  and  as  she  wa^.  in  dose  prox- 

ity  to  the  coa**t,  and  could  give  no  good  reason  for  being  there,  I 

It  myself  justified  in  taking  possession  of  her. 

I  have  sent  the  master  ana  mate  to  Philadelphia  a^  witnesaea  in  the 
case. 

There  was  no  other  public  vessel  in  si^ht  at  the  time  of  the  capture 

eepting^  the  U.  S.  bark  RmtUm^  whic£  was  at  anchor  in  BuU***  Bay, 
ii«tant  15  miles  and  out  «>f  signal  distance^  and,  therefore,  not  entitled 
to  a  share. 

I  have  sent  the  prize  home  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate 
George  T.  Flick.  iiKsisted  by  a  crew  of  five  men,  three  of  whom  will 
l>e  entitled  to  their  discharge  next  October. 

I  respectfully  reque?4t  that  Mr.  Flick  and  an  equal  number  of  men 
to  those  who  fwerej  sent  home  in  the  prize  may  be  returned  to  this 
ahip. 

Herewith  I  enclose  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship, 
with  their  respective  ratings. 
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Since  writing  th»^  above  statement  the  mate  of  the  Eliza,  who  goes 
home  in  her  tis  w  witness,  has  infornuHl  me  that  they  were  bound  into 
Shallott^  Inlet,  25  miles  west  of  C'a|>e  Fear. 

I  am,  8ir,  respectfuUj,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   R.   M.    MULLANY, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Nmnf.  WaxhimfUm.  IK  C, 


Cwijidentml  htttT  fram  R^^ir- Admiral  JJu  Pont^  U.  S»  Nam^^  to  the 

AHsisffttd  Secretary  of  the  JVavg^  rt{ptrding  general  affairs  In  the 

mpmdron, 

FLAGSinr  Wabash, 
Pmi  Royal  UarfMrr,  S,  il,  August  ^1,  186^, 

My  Dear  Sir;  I  wrote  the  Deimrtnient  I  would  gWc*  Barnes  the 
Dawn.  Hazard  is  condemned  or  has  sent  mo  the  eertitieato  of  two 
medical  officers  which  proiioiiore  him  entirely  unfit  for  duty.  Golds- 
bo  nraig-h  has  a[>plied  earnestly  to  nie  to  be  jmrmttted  to  go  north,  for 
another  command. 

1  will  permit  lum  and  Hazard  T>oth  to  return,  leavintr  tlie  Janxm 
Adger  and  the  Fitftida  under  the  temporarv  command  of  tlieir  execu- 
tive offic(M\s,  Lleiitenant-Conmmnder  [H  K^.]  Ow*cn  and  Lieutenant- 
Coniniander  [K.  W.j  Scott.  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun  has  the 
AifdMtma  and  Ijicut^nant-Commandcr  Woolsev  has  tlic  Ikde.  now  in 
this  harbor  with  scurvy;  Lieutenant  J.  II.  Ciiflis  has  the  Effm, 

1  did  not  till  these  vaiiincies  [KMiuanently,  or  in  the  order  of  seniority, 
until  I  could  hear  what  the  views  of  the  Deimrtment  are  in  refei'ence 
to  these  coiimiands.  I  presume  you  will  mimediately  asL^blish  the 
rates  of  the  ship^  according  to  the  new  law. 

1  desire  to  carry  out  whatever  rulers  the  Department  may  establish 
in  the  occurrini^  vacancies  of  the  squadron,  tait  1  nmst  beg  most  ear- 
nestly that  coini>et^nt  officers  may  i)c  sent  to  connnand  the  ve^^sels.  I 
have  several  lieutenant-commanders  who,  to  professional  energy,  have 
now  acquired  a  local  knowledge  of  the  coast  which  is  of  unmense 
advantage.  Such  men  would  l>e  very  superior  to  sluggish  comnmnders, 
who  are  a  dead  weight  on  any  squadron. 

I  am  sorry  to  come  again  to  the  old  tune,  .since  writing  you  that  the 
four  gunboats  ha\'e  to  go  north  (the  Unndllla  went  yesterday  and 
the  Pemhifta  is  now  on  the  teach  to  make  it  siife  to  8end*  her).  1  have 
reports  from  the  Georgetown  division,  and  the  Pocahontus  is  oq  her 
la«t  legs;  she  must  go  north  at  cnice,  and  froui  there  I  regret  to  lose 
Balch  even  ft>r  a  few  days,  nor  does  he  want  to  go.     A  more  devoted 

Ioffi ce r  ou r  Navy  d<  >es  not  possess.  With  the  greatest  amount  of  energy 
and  pluck  and  skill  in  handling  guns,  he  is  always  ready,  overconies 
difficulties,  and  is  ever  genial  ami  cheerful.  He  is  a  great  favorite  of 
mine. 
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Rodders  is  just  in  with  Bankhead.  The  engineers  are  through 
examining  the  Penthlrm;  she  is  worse  than  the  Lmidilhi  and  must  go 
to-morrow.  She  has  run  more  than  the  other  four  gunboats  and  her 
fires  have  been  out  seventy  hours  since  October,  186 L  Of  her  com- 
mander, it  is  my  duty  to  say  that  he,  too,  is  a  superior  officer;  very 
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"Jiiipt;  rrew  in  tine  dist'iplin<*;  vessel  less  out  of  ord**r  hi  ten  months 
than  any  other;  very  prompt  in  ^otthig  off  always.  Cuiiie  in  yesterdftv 
and  punned  near  the  Racer  linely;  crew  looking  as  if  L#atinier  had 
dressed  thern.  He  wants  an  iron  \'essel  to  come  to  this  statioiL  He 
has  cei"tainlY  nhown  himself  eapahle  as  a  eonimander,  and  is  a  nam  of 
^pirit^  and  t  think  may  ho  phu^ed  with  Ammen,  Khind,  and  Baich,  all 
of  whom  have  the  requisites,  in  a  varied  form,  for  surb  eomnmnds. 
1  was  g'lad  to  hear  Stevens  had  the  monitor:  I  think  he  will  meet  your 
expectations. 

No  Pmnhatan!  No  Vamjtidiihjna!  No  IfmisatonfcJ  Ad!r**hdack 
ixun^.  and  gone!  Oh!  that  Xorwlch  and  Flamheau!  Kodger»  has  an 
expression  that  some  people  are  overmarried;  there  is  n  fair  numl^er 
of  sui'h  in  this  squadron. 

Four  deserters,  or  four  semirs  willio*^''  to  l)e  taken,  we  have  nut  quite 
made  out,  coming  suddenly  on  the  gunlxmls  at  Ossahaw.  One  wvls 
found  to  have  a  white  handkerehief  in  bin  poeket*  whieh  wa.s  displayed, 
and  were  taken  on  lioard  the  Pemhtna;  Northern  men  and  meehanics, 
enlisted  untler  the  i-onseription.  They  hroufi"ht  their  cavalry  carbines, 
which  I  have  had  cleaned  up(Springtield,  1S55-  some  of  the  anus  stolen 
at  the  Augusta  Aj'senal,  I  presume),  and  directed  the  box  t(»  you. 
I'lease  keep  one  and  disixjse  of  the  others  as  maj^  be  agreeable  ti)  you. 

The  solciiers  contirm  the  repcu't  of  the  feebleness  of  the  floating 
battery  Gt'orgta^  not  able  to  go  over  2  knots,  hut  siiy  they  ari'  at  work 
tin  the  J^inqaL  which  they  cut  down,  and  are  trying  to  make  a  rani  of; 
sQ^y  it  will  he  done  in  four  or  six  weeks.  They  contirm  also  that  we 
have  the  JV<7.shriii*'  blocked  up  in  the  Ogeeehee.  One  advantage  in  her 
having  run  in  there  instead  of  Charleston  is  that  she  can  not  get  out, 
I  hope.  Contmbands  who  conn*  <lown  frequently  to  IhilFs  Bay  sjieak 
very  disparagingly  of  the  Charleston  imms,  I  am  afraid  to  tell  you 
this,  lest  you  stop  sending  me  vessels.  Every  vessel  c^ff  Charleston 
is  a  lame  duck  now  except  the  Ilnrf^tu  liienv/llt ,  and  the  sailing  ships. 

They  are  in  terror  on  >Kjard  the  JitmeH  Adifei\  lest  her  steam  drum 
hui'st  at  any  moment.  Steedman  says  he  is  not  lit  to  be  outside  on 
board  the  Auiffwfa  (a  faithful  shii)).  Test  her  garboard  strake  shall  fall 
out,  Vaiuialm  has  a  heavy  leak  under  her  magazine,  l>egging  to  come 
in,  I^la^^  chronic  leak,  produced  by  those  people  in  Baltnuore.  I 
have  been  in  service  some  years  now,  hut  1  can  recall  no  work  decently 
done  for  the  Government  in  Baltimore.  The  brig  IjiH^renet'  and  the 
Pt'hieettm  rise  upas  examples.  The  F I  tiff  is  now  in  here  for  eoul;  if 
her  steam  gives  out  she  will  go  down;  and  yet  she  was  ninety-six  days 
in  that  man's  hands.  I  ha\'e  read  all  the  papers  and  his  excuses  are 
P^gDod  for  nothing;  he  knew  she  leaked  when  she  left. 

3ince  writing  the  above,  a  little  sample  of  our  life  here  has  occurred. 
comes  one  of  the  conuuanding  generafs  aids-de-camp,  informing 
me  a  lieutentant  and  4tJ  men  have  l>een  captured  (1  will  promise  you 
there  was  not  a  sentrv  placed)  on  Pinckney  Island  {close  by)  and  wants 
a  gunlxjat.  Of  course  I  have  none.  The  P^mthtmi^  the  only  one  here, 
is  on  the  beach.  But  in  tifteen  minutes  we  put  guns  and  howitzers  on 
the  tugs  and  off  they  go.  Oh!  those  blessed  ubiquitxnis  tugs;  they  were 
your  thought,  and  1  have  often  thought  if  ptior  Mr.  Morgan,  so  much 
a1»used,  had  never  Imught  anything  else,  he  w^ould  have  earned  his 
money.  No  estimate  can  be  placed  on  their  valiu*  here.  Wc  have 
managed  to  repair  them  in  turn,  and  they  havejwiid  for  tliemselves  ten 
times  over,  to  say  nothing  of  what  is  worth  niore  than  money,  tended 
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tu  |j]^e^rvc  the  Hue  hi'ttlth  the  squAdmn  is  bleMised  with  by  siivitig'  usj 
boating. 

I>f*t  me  heur  fi-oiii  j  uu  when  yon  havi*  time,  and  let  me  alone  nithef  | 
than  send  pt»or  offieei>s 

We  heAr  that  McClellan  is  falling  Imck;  if  so.  you  will  not  want  sq\ 
many  vessels  in  Janies  Kiver. 

I  wji^  made  indignant  the  other  day  by  the  correspondence  from 
here  in  the  New  York  Herald  and  New  Y«>rk  Times  of  the  9th,  repi-e- 
i«ntin<^  us  in  a  state  of  panic,  etc.  One  of  tbese  fellows  dated  his  let- 
ter from  the  Vermont:  every  otEcer  there  denying  any  knowledge  of 
the  same. 

1  have  written  more  than  you  will  have  tune  to  read,  so  1  have  only; 
t<»  add  that 

I  am.  yoiii's.  faithfully, 

S-  F.  Du  Pont. 

Hem.  G.  V.  Fox. 


Order  of  Rmr-Admind  Du  I^m/^  C\  *S.  ^'at^^y  to  Ormvmmider  Balch^  ^ 
U.  S*  JVaift/^  regard wfj  deficiencieJt  in  the  o^cer^  and  cretJ^  of  th^] 
If,  &  bark  Geinofthe  Sm, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilat^Hn-,  S,  (\,  An(fmt21,  ISm. 
Sir:  The  contrabands  must  be  cured  for  and  not  allowed  to  want 
until  they  can  be  disposed  of.     Have  Mr.  Uptegi"ove's  seveml  bills  for 
pilotage,  heretofore  made  out  on  a  fair  basis,  and  pay  them  !>efore 
you  leave.     Transfer  him  to  the  Gem  ofth*'  Sm. 

I  can  not  rate  hiai,  but  will  see  that  fee  is  properly  remune rated  for 
his  services. 

Transfer  t*>  the  Gem  ofth^  Sea  men  to  till  her  deficiencies,  and  an 
otiicer,  if  she  requires  one,  and  also  all  the  contrabands  now  on  lK*ard 
the  PovahmttiH, 

Respectful h%  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rea  r-A  dm  iniL 
Ckmunander  G.  B*  Balch, 

Senior  Officer^  Geargetmmi. 


Repfrri  of  C(mimmid4>r  St^'dmnn^  C\  S.  A^avt/^  commanding  (L  S.  S, 
Paul  Jtmes^  of  Bteamer  attempting  t^/  run  the  hl/nakade  off*  Charl^Hton^ 

s.  a         ' 

U.  S.  S.  Paul  Jones, 

OJ'  Ckarleston  Bar,  August  21,  JS62. 
Sir:  1  have  to  report  that  at  ^:10  a,  m.  the  noise  of  a  side-wheel 
steamer  underway  was  heard  coining  in  from  the  southward.  It  was 
inunediately  reported  t-o  me,  when  in  less  than  ten  minutes  1  had  the 
cahle  stipp<*d  and  gave  chase.  In  the  meantime  a  side-wheel  steamer 
was  s4'en  standing  for  the  south  or  main  Ship  Channel,  jwissing  near 
the  bark  Fernaimhto,  and  moving  at  full  speed.  1  liad  one  tif  ihe  :i4- 
pounder  howitzex^s  fired  for  the  puriwse  of  giving  the  alarm  to  the 
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other  hloekadiTig  vessels.  Soon  after  a  U^ht  wits  ft«eeii  in  the  dinMrlioii 
of  the  ^^tith  or  main  Ship  CfaarmeK  when  iwm/A  the  1U4>- pounder  Pari\>lt 
rifle  aimed  and  fired  at  it.  The  steamer  was  seen  hut  once  (so  rapid 
WBB  her  movement),  at  the  time  .she  pftssiied  between  thi^s  ve^ssel  and  the 

I  stood  a:$  near  t%&  poesiWe  to  the  bar,  where  I  laid,  keeping  a  uKie«t 
vigilant  kH>kout  until  davlight,   but  nothing  more  wa?*  seen  of  the 
chase.     I  am  under  the  impression   that  upon  tinding  she   was  dis- 
ODFered  and  chased  by  this  vessel,  she  stood  out  to  sea  again. 
I  am,  sir*  respectfully, 

CiiAja.E8  St&euman^ 

Captain  [Samuel  F.]  Hazard^ 

Q^infimruiin^  U,  &  S,  Jamem  Ad^er*  *S<ffitV/r  Ofio^  /Vw«<i/, 


LetttT  frfMH  Majifr-  General  Hnnter^  lj\  is.  Arm^fj  iu  Jttur- Adn%iral 
Da  Pff/it,  U.  S,  Natry,  requesting  the  (fwptTatioti  of  a  f^anbtMU  ai 
Plnckney  Iidamln  Sontn  Varolhm, 

Hkadquabters  Department  of  thk  :!k>UTii, 

init4>n  Head,  Byrt  Rnyal,  S\  (\,  Au^mt  2L  iS^^ 
Admiral:  The  enclosed  report  has  just  lieen   received.     Can  you 
spare  a  gunbimt  to  go  round   the   island  and   if  |K>ssible  cutoff  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i*espeetfully, 

L>,    HlTNTER, 
Majf  ff'  (rifit  n  iL  ( 'ft  mm  and  in  */, 

Kear-Adminil  Du  Pont, 

Vammajidini/^  ttr. 

(KULikwtunii,) 

HKALKJlAltTKHS, 

GnihaurH  Piunffitlim,  AtujuH  ^J^  186^ — 7:30  it,  m. 
Sir:  1  have  juist  received  reports  from  Piockney  Island  that  the  com- 
pany posted  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  island  were  surprised  tliis  morn- 
uig' by  apparently  three  companies  of  the  rel>ets.  The  lieutenant  in 
conuuana  was  taken  prisoner  and  alx>ut  40  men.  One  sergeant  and  5 
privates  escaped,  and  are  reported  on  their  way  to  these  headquartei^*. 
Tbe^^  report  the  rebels  at  6  o'clock  this  morning  on  the  island  in  some 
force  and  wearing  a  blue  uniform  similar  to  our  own.  1  have  not i tied 
all  my  officers  to  have  all  their  couniiands  in  readiness  to  move  on  to 
Pinckney  Island.  As  you  have  t^een  notitied  from  Seal>rook,  I  wait 
further  orders,  thinking  you  may  think  pro|x^r  to  send  u  gunWnit  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  <>f  the  rebels. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

John  H.  Jackhon, 
Zieutenant-  Colonel^  Coffuntrndhnj 
Hekry  \V.  Caeruthers, 

Post  Adjutant* 
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Rt^M/H  vf  Omunand*:/*  Ralvh^  U,  S,  Natry^  annnfutnding  U*  &  S.  Poca- 
hontas^ Tt*(jardiin(f  affmrs  in  tfui  tnclnitt/  of  Geargeioirm.^  S.  ( \ 

U*  S.  S-  Pocahontas, 

Jinrht.r  of  Gt*mjeUmn.  S,  (\,  Awfu^t  22,  1862. 
Sis:  By  the  pilot  l«mt  /f*/h,  which  arrived  to-day,  1  hasten  to  write 


id  to  inform 


thnt  ult  is  qiiii*t  in  this  vicinity 


aiia  to  intorni  ytni  cnnt  uli  is  qiiii*t  in 

By  the  sutler's  sehooner,  !h urij  R.  Banu^^  which  sailed  from  this 
|X>rt  OTJ  the  Kith*  I  sentdetaih'd  reports  of  two  expeditions,  one  up  the 
Waceaintiw  Kiver,  on  the  ^l^th  of  July,  and  one  up  the  Bhick  River,  25 
miles  above  Georo^etowii;  on  the  former  we  met  with  no  opposition 
from  the  enemy;  but  on  the  latter  the  enemy  attacked  us  in  a  most 
spirited  manner,  and  thnu^h  many  rifleshots  struck  the  ship  we  had 
but  one  wounded.  Acting  Third  x^ssistant  Knt^ineer  John  A,  Hi  lb  who 
received  a  despemte  wound  throuj^di  the  ahaonien.  He  is  aHve  now, 
and  mdess  some  Inid  symptoms  shi>y Id  arise,  which  do  nut  seem  likely, 
he  will  recover-  I  only  refer  to  these  re])orts  that  should  the  schooner 
dehiy  in  reach iiig  Port  Royal  you  may  have  such  information  a^  will 
show  that  we  have  not  been  idle.  I  hear  various  reports  of  the  enem}' 8 
loss;  and  frt»m  the  rapidity  of  our  fire  with  canister  and  grape,  and  at 
not  over  5U  yards,  we  nmst  have  indicted  n  serious  loss.  Tne  contni' 
bands  state  tnat  the  whites  studiously  avoid  letting  them  know  the 
details;  they  claimed,  I  learn,  that  they  killed  from  50  to  lo(i  Yankees. 

I  informed  you  that  our  sick  list  was  a  heavy  one  and  that  we  had 
several  cases  of  the  fever.  I  am  hai)py  to  report  that  the  lii^t  h 
decreasing,  and  the  excellent  attendance  of  Dr.  Khoades,  of  this  ship, 
together  with  remov  ing  the  worst  cjises  to  the  ^par  deck,  has  been 
attended  with  the  hajjpiest  results. 

In  my  reports  hy  the  Jhtwy  R,  Hana^  1  called  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  our  provisions  would  hist  only  till  the  1st  of  September. 
In  this  connection  1  In^g  to  add  that  the  Gem  of  the  Sm  will  require 
provisions  by  that  time,  and  you  will  see  the  urgent  necessity  of  send- 
mg  rsupplies  at  once. 

1  have  nf»w  on  North  Island  some  10^  contrabands,  subject  to  your 
order,  and,  as  iK'fore  stated,  they  an>  entirely  useless  here,  except  for 
picket  duty. 

The  boilei's  of  this  ship  aie  in  such  a  condition  that  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  absolute  necaswity  of  extensive 
rejmirs,  and  as  you  will  learn  tvmw  my  rejjorts  above  referred  to,  that 
I  can  now  rejx^rt  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  not  tit  for 
further  active  service.  1  have  endeavored  by  aireful  management  to 
keep  them  in  running  t>rder  as  long  as  possible,  knowing  how  great 
hasoccu  the  demantl  fin*  vessels  in  your  fleet.  In  this!  have  l>een 
zealously  a,ssisted  by  tlie  senior  engineer,  Mr,  Lee,  and  all  in  hi** 
department. 

I  WM'ite  in  great  liaste,  as  the  commander  of  the  Hope  re|K>rts  that 
he  has  your  oiders  to  return  immediately,  and  I  have  dispatched  him 
with  the  least  jK>ssible  delay. 

Very  res|x^ctfully,  3^our  *  J *edient  servant,  ' 

Gko.  B.  Baloh, 
(mntiiOtfth-t\  (L  S»  Nam/,  Votrvmanding  Poathontm, 

Admiml  S.  F.  Dn  Font, 

Vomdtj.  Soufh  AUantiv  Bl-ockdg.  Squudrou^  Port  Royifl^  S,  C\ 
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Order  of  R^a/r-Adm^iral  Du  Pont^  K  S.  Na/m^^  to  Commands  BanA'- 
h^ad^  l\  S,  3Wy,  ctwimanding  Zu  S>  S.  Ptymbma^  to  proceed  t^} 
^^      Ytfrkfor  repairn  t<t  v&mel, 

Fi^GSHip  Wabash* 

Sie:  There  being  no  means  of  rei^airing  the  Pejnhiwr  on  tblsstBtioD, 
vou  will  proceed  with  her  to  New  York  and  reix>rt  your  arrival  to 
llear-Admii'ttl  Piiuldinu^.  conuimndiiig-  naval  station  there,  and  thmugh 
him  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

You  will,  on  your  wav,  ciill  in  at  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  deliver 
the  supplies  and  mails  wfiieh  will  ^m?  placed  on  board  of  you  to  the 
Pocahontas  and  Gein  of  the  Sea.,  together  with  the  accomimnying  dis- 
patch to  Commander  ftalch. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  you  hav<^  shown  yourself  a  very 
efficient  commanding  officer  in  this  squadron,  I  have  always  been 
gratified  at  the  x^vy  prompt  manner,  however  short  the  notice,  in 
which  you  were  atwavs  reaay  for  ser\nce,  and  the  hdelity  with  w^hich 
you  executed  my  orders.  This,  with  the  excellent  discipline  of  your 
vessel  and  her  good  order,  have  left  me  nothing  to  aesire  in  the 
Pefuhirm^  and  I  wish  you  to  say  this  to  her  office i*??  and  men, 

I  shall  be  much  pleaded  to  have  you  return  to  this  squad mn. 
Respectful Iv.  etc., 

S.  F.  Iiu  Pont, 

Jiear-AdmiraL 

CommaDder  J.  P.  Bankhead, 

U,  S.  S*  Pemhina. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Panny^  near  St.  Stmon^s  Sounds  Oa,^ 

Aug^ust  ^,  186^, 

Eeport  of  Bear>Adniir&l  Dn  Pont,  IT,  S.  ll&^. 

Flagshtf  Wabash, 

Pw't  Royal  Harbor,  S\  C,  Am/u^l  M.  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  re]x»rt  the  capture  of  a  schooner  callrd  the 
Fannq^  by  the  W  S.  8.  Kefi-^iione  Stute.,  under  Commander  Le  Roy, 
close  in  with  the  land  near  hL  Simony's, 

She  waij  from  Nassau,  purptU'ting  to  be  lx>und  for  Baltimore  with  a 
cargo  of  8Hlt.  The  cu]>tain  and  one  of  her  crew  (all  of  the  crew  beitig 
(slacks)  wiTi'  sent  in  the  prize  to  Phihidelphia. 

I  be^  here  tt»  rail  the  attention  of  the  r>epartment  to  the  master  of 
this  priise.  His  name  is  William  Kyan,  and  is,  so  Commander  Le  Roy 
i-eports,  the  same  Williatu  Ryan  who  was  cjiptured  on  the  i^*th  of 
April  lawt  in  the   Wfive^  a  rebel  s(*hooiier  out  or  Charleston. 

1  refer  the  l>ei>urtment  to  my  dispatch  of  the  :25th  of  June  hist,  in 
answer  to  a  conununictitiori  from  this  person,  who  was  then  a  prisontn* 
in  Foit  Lafayette.  The  tirst  use  he  makes  of  his  liberty  is  to  break 
the  blockade,  Sut^h  men,  with  their  knowledge  of  the  coast,  are  t(X> 
dangerous  t«>  be  permitted  to  he  at  large. 

Enclosed  also  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  vessels  boarded  by  the 
Keubtmie  State,  in  which  is  included  the  above  prize. 

I  would  explain  tc»  the  Department  that  few  of  these  statements  are 

w  R— VOL  13 18 


274 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


forwarded,  l>ecaiLse  no  vcsnels  ever  venture  near  the  bloekiLdin^  ata- 
tiotij*  exeeptitig  wueh  as  are  atteinptiui,^  tc^  run  the?  blockade,  and  these 
are,  if  possible,  not  only  hoarded  bnt  Meked. 

llie  KeyHttmr  Stffh  is  now  on  a  eriiisc  along  the  coast  outside  of  the 
usual  blockading  line,  and  nf  course  is  liabK^  to  fall  in  with  other 
vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  td»edieiit  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Vomdg*  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrtj^tu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy^   Witshuigton. 


B«port  of  Gomm^iider  Le  B07,  Ji.  ft.  Hftvy,  comm&ndm^  U.  8,  6.  Kejrsto&e  8tAte. 

I'.  S,  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  AtH^mt  ^3,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  tindin^  a  si*hooner  yesterday  without 
colors,  rkme  in  with  the  land  near  St.  Siijn>n's.  She  proved  to  lie  the 
English  schtMjner  Mrnny^  .^2  tcjns  burden,  of  anti  from  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  for  Baltimore ;  tiirgo,  200  sacks  salt;  Captain  William 
Ryan  and  crew  of  foui"  blacks.  Satisfied  of  the  i'haracter  of  the  ves- 
sel, I  have  this  morning  started  her  for  Philadelphia  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  ( '.  IL  Corscr,  with  a  crew  of  tive  men,  the  late  captain 
and  one  of  her  ctxnv  only  being  sent  in  the  vessel.  The  Ovfita^  or 
Oreifo  [Oreto}^  is  said  to  Have  sailed  last  Sunday;  her  armament, six- 
teen short  32s,  and  only  25  men,  A  number  of  steamers  at  and 
sailed  froai  Nassau  for  our  coast.  The  AW//^v7/^  has  not  been  heard 
of  for  some  time,  and  is  thought  to  be  blockaded  in  somewhere  on  our 
coast 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  E,  Le  Koy, 

Rcar'Aduiiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Vomdr.  tn  Cfiirf,  South  Atlantic  Bhtckading  Stputdrvn* 


H 


Keport  of  Acting  Master  Coner^  U«  S.  H avy,  of  arrivAl  wX  PkOadelphia  \n  commamd  of  priie> 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard.  Philadelphia,  Sepiembt't  o.  J86^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  resiiectfully  reijortinjf  my  arrival  with  the 
piize  schcMHier  N/nny^  taken  by  the  U.  8.  S.  Keydone  Statt\  after  a 
passage  of  twelve  days  of  stormy  weather,  during  which  she  leaJced 
80  badly  that  I  was  eoui|)elled  to  throw  overboard  a  portion  tjf  her 
cargo  in  order  to  bail  her  out,  her  pump  being  totiilly  inefficient  for 
the  punxjse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H,  Corser, 
Acting  Master.  U,  S,  Navy^  Prize  Master  Sckomier  Fanny* 

HoiL  Gideon  Welles, 

StK-retary  U.  S.  JVavy. 
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Order  of  the  Si^cndary  of  t/i^  JTart/  to   Cofmnander  I}unC'an„  U.   S. 
Naoy^  comnmnding    IL   S.  S,  Nfmmch^  to  jrrof'^ed  to  Port  Royal ^ 

Navy  Department,  Att^wtt  f  J,  IS6^, 
Sir:  As  soon  rh  the  U.  S.  S.  Norwich  \s  ready  for  sea  pnx*eed  with 
her  to  Port  Roynt  S.  C,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pout  for 
duty. 

I  am.  respectfully,  y<nir  obedient  servant. 

Gideon  Wf:lles. 
Oonimandrr  James  M.  Ditncan, 

CtnmiidtnfhHj  f\  -'^^  *9.  Nfrnrti'fK  Nei€  Ym'k, 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieuteuant-0>inmander  John 
H.  ITpHhur,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flamheau;  Acting  Master  W.  K. 
Cressy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Courier;  Acting  Ma^^ter  John  Sher- 
rill,  coumiandiug  U.  S.  bark  Nfhhif/^k.] 


Order  of  Jienr- Admiral  Ihi  i\m(^  fj.  S.  Nmyy^  to  the  ccfmmanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Onward^  returning  a  fnertmri^d  of  the  petty 
officers  ajid  crew  of  t/tat  vessel  regarding  spirit  ration. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rnyal  Horhor,  S.  iZ,  AugriMt  23.  1862. 

Sir:  A  memorial  from  the  petty  officers  and  crew  of  the  Onv^trd 
bftj*  born  forwarded  to  me  by  tlie  senior  officer  of  the  division  of  this 
sijuadrtjn  fiff  Charleston  on  tlie  siibjeet  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  spirit 
fHirtion  of  the  ration  by  a  recent  act  of  Congress.  The  mennirial  had 
not  your  approval,  a,s  the  commander  of  the  ^Jfiward,  which  1  am 
pleased  to  notice. 

I  am  always  rt^ady  to  forward  any  appi^alw  from  either  officers  or 
men  under  mv  I'onrmand,  whether  to  the  Navy  Deimrtuient  or  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States;  bnt  these  nuist  be  couched  in  proper 
terms*  go  through  the  proper  channels,  and  be  in  conformity  with 
naval  usage  and  military  proprietv* 

The  memorial  in  ipiestion,  w^hich  I  return,  is  deticient  in  all  these 
respects.  The  memorialists,  among  other  points,  have  overlooked  the 
terois  i\i  their  ohligutions  and  enlistments*  The  shipping  articles, 
which  they  have  all  signed,  state  in  their  second  clause: 

We  d<»  ul^^o  MMig(»  and  i*ubject  cuirvflvet*  to  tH^rve  during  the  tenn  aforesaid,  and  we 
do  severally  oblige  <airsel\'f'*'  diiriiig  j^uch  jscrviee  to  comply  with,  and  be  subject  to^ 
f-ui-b  law!?,  regu lilt i ill!**,  and  diw^iplioe  of  the  Navy  as  are,  or  that  may  l>e  «5fltabhBhed 
by  the  G^jngresw  «jf  the  United  States,  or  other  comiK'tent  authority/ 

Congress  haa  always  regulated  the  Navy  ration,  and  it  has  recently 
|ms»ed  a  law,  approved  by  the  President,  who  i,s,  moreover,  our  Com- 
mandcr  in  Chiei,  changing  that  pirtion  of  the  ration  which  allowed 
spirits  and  substituting  a  liberal  compensation  in  money. 

I  regret  to  see  in  this  petition  that  United  Stiites  seamen  belonging 
to  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S<.\uadron  should  look  ufMin  any  act 
of  their  Government  in  reference  to  them  as  an  act  of  '^tyranny.'' 
No  nation  or  government  in  the  world  pays  its  seamen  as  the  United 
States  do;  no  government  issues  such  a  nition  to  them,  whether  in 
quantity,  quality,  or  variety.     No  government  supplies  such  clothing 
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at  cost.  No  govtMuiiii^nt  nirps  to  the  same  extent  for  the  health  of  its 
sailors.  No  government  nllc»ws  sueh  rotiifort^  in  their  declining  yell's, 
and  no  govornnient  provides  to  the  stiine  extent  for  tho^e  who  come 
after  thenh 

I  fi^el  riicirtitied  to  think  that  even  a  few  of  the  men  under  my  com- 
jn)iiid  stHmld,  instead  uf  uppreciatiiiL^  such  blessings,  evince  a  queru- 
lous spirit  with  the  exercise  of  hiwfm  Huthority  beneficently  direeted* 
If  yrnir  crew  desire  to  petition  for  the  substitution  of  the  spirit 
ration,  and  do  it  I'esiM^ctfufly,  it  is  my  duty  to  fonvard  the  same,  and 
I  will  do  so  without  faiL 

Please  have  this  eoummni cation  read  to  them  on  the  first  Sunday 
muster  after  its  reception, 
Eespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rfttr'Aiittiiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F,  Nickels, 

U.  S.  SAtp  Onward^  off  (%trUM(/n, 


Ord<rr  of  Rear- Admiral  I  hi  /\mf^  //,  S,  ^atw^  to  Limitetimit  WrmUey^ 
U.  S.  N(mi/^  aymrnumdiiuj  U.  *S.  ship  Dm^,  re^ardinf  quarantiiw 
regulations, 

FukGSHiP  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbijr,  S.  C,  Augmt  ^S,  186^, 

Sra:  In  sending  the  Dah  under  your  command  t^  her  present 
anchoni^e  in  this  harbor  I  have  the  following  olijeets  in  view: 

Istr  lo  assist  the  counuanding  general  of  tiiis  department,  to  whose 
prt^vince  it  especially  pertains,  in  carrying  out  certain  quarantine 
regulations. 

2d.  The  siinitary  regulations,  the  appointment  of  health  or  medical 
officers  to  board  arriving  vessels,  will  belong  to  the  Army, 

3d.  The  Bale  is  to  be  a  guard  ship  to  compel,  if  necessary,  all  ves- 
sels to  come  to  in  order  to  be  boarded  by  the  health  otficer. 

4th.  These  regul  sit  ions  and  other?*  to  be  established  by  the  command- 
ing general  and  myself  have  an  especial  reference  to  vessels  coming 
froui  the  south  generally,  l>ut  more  especially  from  Key  West,  where 
yellow  fever  of  a  malignant  type  is  now  nrevairmg. 

5th.  If  the  health  officer  should  be  otf  his  station,  every  vessel  must 
l>e  detained  until  he  returns  to  visit  her. 

fith.  The  boat,y  of  the  Dale  are  not  to  board  any  vessel  coming  in 
until  visited  by  the  health  Iwat.  If  it  be  necessary  to  bring  her  to,  a 
boat  may  be  sent  for  this  purpose;  lait  no  one  from  your  vessel  is  to 
go  on  Inmrd  or  receive  anything  from  her.  You  will  please  see  that 
this  order  is  sci'upulonsly  of>eyed. 

7th.  All  regnlations  issued  by  the  eomiminding  general  will  he  sent 
you,  and  such  as  he  ha.s  already  pronuilgated  are  herewith  enclosed. 

8th»  Communications  from  the  health  oiiicer  must  be  made  in  writ- 
ing or  be  delivered  by  him  or  his  agents  from  a  txjat.  There  must  be 
nocomraunicntion  between  the  toarding  officers  and  the  guard  ship. 

9th,  and  lastly.  No  vessel  of  war  coming  from  the  south  of  Cape 
Canaveral,  nor  the  navy  supply  ships  from  the  Gulf,  can  be  permitted 
to  pass  up  until  they  have  been  visited  by  the  health  officer. 
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All  the  ves,<elH  of  this  Hqimdron,  on  Bhowin^'  their  numbers  and  com- 
ing within  h;iil  of  the  gunrd  ship  and  reporting  that  no  infectious  nor 
eonta^iou8  di^ejiwe  exists  on  board  of  them,  will  be  allowed  to  Pa88  on. 
But  all  others  uuist  anchor  and  be  firtst  viyit-ed  l>v  the  lioalth  officer, 
RespeetfuU3%  etc,, 

S*  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant  CToniinanding  M.  B*  Woolsey, 

IL  8.  Ship  Dais. 


Letter  from  limr-Adwiral  I  hi  Jhrtt^  U,  S^  Jfaty^  to  Major- 
/Iunter\  [K  S\  Army^  regavfling  quarantine  regiilafhns, 

UnofficiaL]  Flagship  Wabash, 

/V/  Emfnl  Ilarlfor,  aS\  C,  August  23,  1S62. 

Gkneral:  1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  ordern  tcj  the  commander 
of  the  Ihde^  now  anchored  off  Fishing  Kip  as  the  guard  ship,  to  carry 
out  your  views  in  reference  io  tlie  quarantine. 

I  wrote  them  in  great  haste.  Fl€*a>+e  suggest  any  alterations  or  addi- 
tion h  you  would  like  to  make.  We  have  been  so  far  mercifully  spared 
a^shore  and  afloat  in  reference  to  contagious  and  the  disea^ses  of  this 
region.  A  few  weeks  UMu-e  wilt  (*arry  us  through,  and  I  think  we 
can  not  do  too  iiuich  to  ward  off  such  an  evil.  Command  me,  there- 
fore, in  every  way  you  may  desire. 

How  do  you  propose  to  send  the  health  or  medical  officer  down? 
Can  I  help  you  !jy  having  some  concerted  nignal  from  the  Dab  to  Hil- 
ton Head?  When  a  vessel  is  Ijrought  to  requiring  to  be  visited,  the 
least  delay  possible  will  l>e  the  best,  as  you  are  aware. 

I  am  greatly  pressed  in  my  duties  bv  the  contiim^ais  lireaking  down 
of  the  steamers  of  the  squadron,  while  attempts  are  increasing  to  run 
the  blockade.  I  have  information  from  various  quarto i-s  to-day  our 
English  friends  at  Nassau  have  let  out  the  thet^K  armod,  under  Senmies. 
She  is  forelaying  the  California  steauiers, 
I  am^  general,  yours,  etc,, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Heti  r-A  dm  m//. 

Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Comma fiding  Depfrtmefit  of  thf  South. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  f.  S,  IS^ory,  t(}  Cmmnmidi-r  W*^rd*n^  . 
U,  S,  Nwify,  to  amumr  commaftd  in  Omahair  Soutid^  and  to  advpt 
nieamireit  for  tk*'  <xipittre  of  the  attHxmer  JVatfkmUe, 

Flagsittp  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ifarlm\  S,  (\^  Avgmt  2.i,  186^. 
Sm:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  pro- 
fjeed  to  0s8al»aw  Sound  and  assume  charge  there  as  senior  officer,  on 
Commander  Clary,  of  the  Damt,  l^eing  relieved  by  Acting  Lieutenant 
Barnes. 

From  various  information,  continued  to-day  by  deserters  from 
Savannah,  I  aui  siitistied  that  the  JVasAiullt^  loaded  with  cotton,  is  at 
thb  moment  either  in  the  Ogeeehee  or  Vernon  River,  the  last  aeoouat^ 
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statiug  that  .she  is  2  miles  below  Beiilrth  [Beauliou]  ii^romuL     She  is 
intenaiiig  to  run  tlie  blockade* 

Acting  Lieiit€*nant  Barnes  will  give  you  all  the  inf<>nn!itiun  we  have 
collected,  and  has  some  knowledge  of  his  own  of  those  watei\s.  1  de.sire 
that,  with  the  Vturen  or  IJtnntj^  you  will  make  such  reconnoissances  as 
luay  land  to  the  capture  of  the  Ntt^/fr^'/h'  or  hei'  destruction,  or  at 
leuHt  you  will  disi^ose  of  your  force  in  such  a  way  as  will  prevent  her 
getting  to  sea  through  Ossabaw  Kiver. 
Respeet fully,  et<5,, 


Cimimaader  Rked  \Verden% 

l^*  S\  S\  (hnemaufjih. 


S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral, 


Ord^er  of  Rear-Adnirral  Du  F^mi^  U*  S»  Namv^  k*  Commande?'  Ammefi^ 
(/,  K  Nitpt/,  (ynfimandlng  fL  S,  S.  Sdm^o^  enjoimnfj  vii/iluihce 
against  M/tci-ade  rtmm*t*ft. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilarf^rr,  X  C  Au<fmt  £S,  tm2. 
Sm:  From  information  received  to-day  there  is  reascin  to  helieve 
that  the    N<ti<hm!ih\  loaded    with  cotton,   is   endeavoring  to   run  the 
hlockade.     She  is  either  in  the  Ogeechee  or  Vernon  River. 

You  will  please  keep  careful  watch  on  her  and  another  steamer  called 
the  Emma;  the  latter  will  prcjbalily  attempt  to  escape  through  Wassiiw. 
Three  deserters  from  Savannah  yesterday  say  that  she  wa.s  below 
Fort  Jackson  prepared  to  run  the  Idockade. 
R<^8pec t f  u  11 V ,  e  tc. , 


Commander  D.  Ammen, 

IL  S.  8.  Sehcuto, 


F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral, 


Order  of  Ran r- Admiral  Da  Pont^  (L  *V.  Navy^  drfnt'hin^  Captain 
(Toldmoroftfjk^  IL  S,  JVavi/y  from^  andaMHHptita/  Lleaiena}*t-(hm' 
itiander  jScoH^  D.  S,  Nai^y^  to  the  com  maud  ft  f  t/u  f\  S\  5.  Floridii, 

Ft^oship  Wabash, 

P^t  Royal  Harfm\  S.  (\.  Aagmt  23.  1862. 
Sir:  In  forwarding  your  connnission  as  aiptain,  and  knowing  your 
desire  to  obtain  a  more  suitable  command  for  active  service,  I  will 
anticipate  the  action  of  the  Department. 

Yon  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Florida  and  can  take  pissage  in 
the  first  suitable  vessel  north,  reiK>rting  yourself  to  the  liononible 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  tetter  on  ytmr  arrival. 

You  will  please  transfer  the  command  of  the  Florida  for  the  present 

to  Lieutenant-Conmiander  R.  W.  Scott,  her  present  executive  officer* 

I  take  occasion  to  bear  testimonv  to  your  faithful  discharge  of  duty 

in  this  squadron,  and  to  say  I  shall  lie  pleased  to  see  you  return  to  it. 

Resijectfully,  etc., 

S.  R  DiT  Pont,  ^ 
RiUT' Admiral, 
Captain  J.  R,  Goldbborolgii, 

U.  S,  S,  Florida,  A^t.  iSimon'tt, 
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Rf^ptrf*t  of  Conimanfh't*  MnUany^  f\  S.  ^Vrt/y/,  cfmiNiandin{f  f/,  S,  S. 
iiltriivi!it\  of  i/tf  m/ffure  of  the  BntUh  Hr/u/itn4-r  Lrmmi^  of  (*aj}e 
Rmnain^  SmUh  CmyJina, 

U.  S.  S.  BrENVILLE, 

Of  CharUHtm.,  S.  {\,  Au(fw<t  ;i.y,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  hotitn"  to  reixiil  that  1  capturc^d  this  niornin^  and 
sent  to  Phihidelphia  ftir  tidjudicatian  tht*  selicmner  Liniha^  showiiij^ 
English  colors  and  t-luiiiiiu^  to  beloiij^^  to  Nassau,  Ni^w  Providenco, 

Ihe  Louisa  was  faptiirrd  at  t]:40a.  iii,,  aUuut  If>  miles  south  past  of 
Cam*  Koniaiii  and  *-iO  miles  K,  Ijv  N,  from  Charleston  Bar,  in  11 
fatiioni8  of  water.  An  exainiTmtioii  of  her  ]jaj>ers  showed  that  she  had 
cleared  at  Nits^sau,  New  Providence,  for  Beauforl,  N,  C,  and  that  she 
had  on  board  a  car^-o  consisting  of  !^5  boxes  of  s^>ap*  10  boxes  of  tea, 
incases  inat4?hes,  f»  barrels  maekereb  20  barrels  herrings,  1  case  blue 
pilli^,  1  ca.se  jKJWTlered  rhnlmrb,  2  buckets  opium.  1  jar  opimii,  2  cases 
casti>r'  oil,  1  cask,  5  ke^s,  T  boxes  di-ugs,  1  case  brogans,  5  bags  ebffee, 
57  bags  salt.  "1  barrels  pork,  4  barrels  kerosene  oil,  18  casos  yea^t 
powder,  1  case  shoes,  H  barrels  eoppents. 

The  fjmisa  is  schooner- rigged,  regist-ered  ITJ  tons,  although  appar- 
ently nuieh  larger;  i>  of  pilot  Imildand  painted  li^ht  lead  color.  Her 
i^gister  I  hi^lieve  to  be  spurious,  having  no  official  aitthentication  on 
it.  She  had  no  crew  list  on  lM«iid,  and  her  cleaniuee  is  not  endorsed 
by  the  American  coitsnL  These  fact.s,  together  with  her  proxiinitv  to 
the  coast  of  South  Carolina  and  the  nature  of  her  airgo,  determined 
Qie  to  capture  h(M\  I  have  sent  the  schooner  to  rhiladelphia  in  chai'ge 
of  Acting  Master  John  IK  Barclay  and  a  prize  crew  of  five  men.  I 
have  also  sent  home  in  her  the  late  master  and  one  seaman  as  witnesses 
in  the  case.  There  were  no  other  public  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of 
the  capture  excepting  thegnnlxMit  PtmhrtHf^  and  sh*^  was  cmt  nf  signal 
distance,  bound  north. 

1  am,  sir.  verv  respectfullv,  viair  obedient  seixant, 

J.  K,   M.   MULLAKY. 

<  ViUim(tnd4*i\ 
H^Ar'Adminil  S.  F.  Di^  Pont, 

Vmndg.  South  Athtntf^  B^oekd{f\  Squadron,  Port  Pof/td,  S,  C. 

P*  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  three  contnilmnds  that  came  off  from 
Charleston  to  the  JamtH  Adger  Itust  night  have  recogniiJed  the  srhotiner 
a^  one  formerly  l>elonging  to  that  city,  having  sailed  from  there  about 
two  months  ago. 

fSiudlar  reports  sent  same  date  to  Secretary  of  Navy  and  Hon.  John 
Cadwalder,  judge  United  Statejs  district  court,  Philadelphia. 

Tin-  U4ter  \u  Juilge  CadwaUwler  cantained  in  addition  the  following 
paragraph : 

The  Ltmim  ha*i  on  Ixjard  a  crew  of  five  men  and  onepaseeng^r  when  captured;  the 
latter  lian  infonned  wme  of  the  officers  that  he  hat?  rt^'cntly  nm  the  bloi^kade,  out- 
ware!  bound,  ironi  Ossabaw  8inmfl.] 


Heport  of  Act  f  fig  Ma^er  Dtft\ms,  i\  S.  Nam/^  regarding  the  seizure  of 
the  Frejwh  Imrk  Ln  Mtrmdte* 

V.  8.  Siup  Ino, 
Lai.  J8^  il'  A\,  hmg.  69    S9'   M\,  Augmt  ^K  t>^B^' 
Sir:  I  send  to  Boston,  in  charge  of  Acting  Mjinter  B.  F.  Joiicvs  and 
Acting  Mai^ters  Mate  Samuel  MerrilL  the  French  hark  Z//  Mtuwhej 
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whose  papers  arc  vi-rv  irregular,  imd  the  manifest  h  most  undoubtedly 
of  rebel  produetioTi,  and  contains  tlie  following  seiit£*iiee:  "Tlmt  the 
ciiptain  or  iruister  .swears  that  no  portioo  of  his  cargo  is  int-endRl  to  be 
relanded  in  the  Confederate  States,'' 

On  none  uf  his  papers  <"an  be  fcnind  the  name  of  the  naval  officer  at 
New  Orleans.  His  eleamoce  and  bill  of  health  have  the  initials  ""^K 
S.  H,/"'  being  that  of  his  consignee,  according  to  his  aecounL 

In  answering  questions,  he  seemed  greatly  confiLsed,  When  I  asked 
bin  J  if  he  had  any  pu{x*rs  signed  by  (Tenernl  Butler,  he  said  nu,  and 
had  never  heard  of  him;  knew  nothing  of  any  of  our  men-of-war  and 
had  seen  none. 

From  the  incorrectness  of  his  papers  and  his  general  dei>ortment,  1 
am  convinced  that  I  shall  be  justified  in  so  doing. 

A.S  New  Of  leans  is  under  military  rule,  I  shoo!dsup|x)se  some  paper 
signed  by  (ieneiTd  Butler  or  by  some  of  his  officers  would  be  given  a 
vessel^leaving  that  port. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  nlicdient  servant, 

Edward  F.  Devens, 
Acting  Ma^sfi'i\  (Jmnmanding. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles. 

Seei*etartf  of  (h*  Nftrtf^    WnMhingtim^  J),  (J, 


Geft'Cral  inMr^i4^i/ms  regard tmj  aigmih  fnr  the  fv^^/'/w  fm  the  C7mrle8t<m 

htoi^lftdt  \ 

[J.  S.  S.  Paul  Jones, 
Of  Charhnton,  Amjmt  ^5,  186^. 

The  vessels  blockading  Charleston  wdl  recognize  each  other  at  night 
by  the  following  signals: 

Firnt  show  a  Ti^ht  (sigrnil  tantxM'n),  held  tin  deck  or  ^uard.  and,  if 
possible,  so  that  it  will  l)e  oidy  stien  l>y  the  vessel  to  which  the  signal 
IS  made.  When  answered  in  the  same  manner  c*»ver  the  light  for 
about  tifteen  se<'onds^  then  flash  it  twice  by  covering  and  uncovering, 
with  the  interval  of  fifteen  seconds  apart.  Steamers  will  always  tlash 
with  red  lights;  sailing  vessels  will  flash  with  white  lights.  After 
tlasbiug  and  being  answered,  no  mort;  lights  nmst  be  shown. 

Firing  guns  will  show  that  an  attempt  is  b*'ing  made  to  run  the 
blockade,  or  appearing  to  be  made,  and  that  tlie  vessel  making  the 
signal  is  not  sure  of  Indng  able  to  miinage  the  case  herself. 

Especitd  care  will  hi^  taken  on  Ujaixl  the  steamers  to  have  their  fires 
at  daybreak  in  condition  for  going  ahead  fast,  and  also  at  high  tide  at 
night.  , 

Either  of  the  stationary  vessels  distinguish ino-  pennants  hoist4^d  above 
the  answering  pennant  means  strange  sail  in  sight. 

The  answering  pemiant  from  samf  vessel  above  distinguishing  pen- 
nant means  strange  S4ul  is  suspicious. 

On  and  after  Monday,  Auj^'ust  :^5,  and  until  further  instructions,  all 
vessels,  when  underway  at  night  in  the  vicinity  of  blockading  squad- 
ron, will  hoist  the  following  lights  at  their  gaffs: 

Monday,  two  perpendicular  lights,  red  above  white* 

Tuesday,  two  perpendicular  lights,  white  above  red. 

Wednesday,  two  perpendicular  lights,  red  above  white. 
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Thursday,  two  peqjendit^uliir  lights,  white  abov**  whitf. 

Friday,  two  perixMidii^iilur  lig^htn,  red  uliovr*  white, 

Saturday,  two  perpendicular  lights,  whiti*  rifjove  red. 

Sunday,  two  perpeudicidai"  ligbt.s,  white  aliove  white. 

Aoyouc  of  the  blockadiuj^  squadroii  dis^'overing  a  ves8el  making  an 
attempt  to  run  out  or  in  the  harbor,  will  fire  a  gun  or  dist^harge  a 
rocket  in  the  direction  of  the  couYBe  the  eneiii}'  is  steering.  This  will 
be  considered  alf+o  as  giving  the  alann  to  the  whole  !)lo(*kading  squad* 
ron  to  be  on  the  aleH, 


F**fj  *w/wfi/A, 


In  a  fog  they  will  recognize  each  other  by  the  steam  whistle,  thus: 
A  long  whistle  w^ill  be  unide,  and,  when  answered,  short  ones,  with 
pauses  as  described  by  the  nuudKirs  below. 

The  sailing  vessels  will  make  fog  signals  wdth  their  1m>11s  in  the  same 
manner  as  described  foi^  the  steam  whistle. 

Pmvhatan^  1  whistle. 

Kei^Htone  State.,  2  whistles. 

BienvilU\  J3  whistles. 

Flag^  4  wliistles. 

MemphU^  5  whistles. 

JfarMe/t^'fuL  0  wdiistles. 

Normlch^  7  whistles. 

Iluron^  7  whistles, 

Flamhmu^  S  whistles. 

S<mth  Vamlirm^  1  short  wliistle,  followed  by  1  long  and  then  1  short 
One. 

Vanamdaigua.^  1  short  whistk\  followed  by  1  long, 
i  Merct'diia^  2  short  whistles,  followed  by  1  long. 

[  Ouiiker  Cftt/y  3  short  w*histles,  followed  by  1  long. 

^K    IIoitaafoTiH^  4  short  whistles,  t\>llowed  by  I  long. 
^H    Seneca.,  6  short  whistles,  followed  by  1  long. 
^H     UnadiUa^  5  short  whistles,  follt>wed  by  i  long. 
^»    Ottawa^  2  short  whistles,  followed  l»y  2  long  tem|jorary. 

Wamsrttfta,  1  short  whistle,  folk»wed  by  2  long  tem|x»rary. 

AtigvMa.,  1  short  whistle,  followed  by  J^  long  tempor.iry. 

Ameriat^  2  bells. 

Bluntn,  3  bells. 

ReatleSH^  4  bells. 

Partf,  5  Ijells. 

Onward^  5  bells. 

Vand/ilia,  (I  Ih-IIs. 

Fernandiiiu,  7  bells. 

ff^nmil  itfder. 

_iie  ruiuiing  lights  are  only  to  be  hoisted  w4ien  in  the  rjcighboihood 
or  approaching  one  of  the  blockading  vessels,  and  to  be  kept  up  no 
"  jnger  than  absolutely  necessary.     Tbe  flushes  will  (hen  l)e  rniiilc.  if 
pcessary. 

Commanders  of  vessels  are  expected  to  use  the  utmost  cari_*  in  nf>t 
firing  into  a  ves8el  until  well  satiBtied  she  is  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade. 
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OrcUr  of  Rmr-Admiml  Da  Pcmt^  U.  S*  Nw^y^  kt  ikmtmander  Le  Roy^ 
IL  S.  Navi/^  mminanding   U,  S*  S.  KeijHUme  State^  in  view  of  the 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pfrrt  Royal  J/ar/jO'r,  S,  a,  Aiifptfit  2G,  I8GB. 
Sih:  The  Smtta^  sidt*- wheel;  De^jMitvh^  sidc^-wheoK  juhI  the  Ifrrfthi 
aro  ho verini;^  around  to  run  into  (Jharlestou. 
PleaM»  ex  toad  your  time  up  in  that  direction. 

Rrsprrlflilly,  etx%,  S.  F.  Du  PONT,^ 

Rmr'Adffiirfjf, 
Cotnniander  \\\  E.  Le  Roy, 

fj,  S\  iV.  Keyntofie  Stut^^  Crulsmif, 


Report  iff  Commander  Ammen^  JJ. 
Sthayo^  referring  to  the  hk/ckade 


S,  JViivy*  comniajiding  U*  S.  S* 
TunnerH  Niulwilh:  and  Emma, 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Sebaoo, 
Wammr  Sounds  Georgia^  AnguMf  ^^7,  186^* 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  the  23d  instant. 
in  rehition  to  the  steanier.s  A^askrik*   and  Eoium,     T  hoix^  the  latter 
may  endeavor  to  run  the  hhiekade  at  this  |x>iat,  ns  I  think  there  m  not 
the  h^a8t  probability  of  her  sueeess* 

The  Sehago  ih  anehored  in  the  evening  near  the  inner  buoy;  thi.^ 
givei*  us  c^o^lmAnd  of  the  Tybee  River  ehanneK  us  well  as  that  of  Wil- 
mington River,     I  think  it  inipo-^sible  that  any  vessel  can  evade  us, 

1  nave  alstj  Uy  acknowledge  the  arrival  l>v  the  Piunter  of  ten  good 
contrabands  and  a  lot  of  stores  obtained  on  requisition. 

In  tlie  event  of  your  wishing  to  hasten  the  Stneca  north,  I  feel  ^tis- 
fied  that  I  can  fully  command  this  entrance  against  any  force  likely  to 
be  brought  against  us.  It  is  proper  to  remind  you,  however,  that  we 
have  ordy  about  eight  days'  eoal  for  banked  tires. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

!>antel  Ammen, 

t^mintajidtT* 
Rear-Admiral  Saml.  F.  Du  Pokt, 

CoTrinianding  Sou^h  AHanti^  BlfM^kading  Sqimdron. 


Report  of  Ai'ting  Master  Urann^  U.  S,  Natty ^  r^uesthig  t4}  he  rdw^fed 
oj  the  command  ft f  f/f^'  P>  S\  S,  fnirooti, 

IT.  S.  S.  Patroon, 

St.  Simon's,  Atigmt  25,  1869. 
Sik:  In  complianeewith  orders  reeeivedon  the  24th,  I  have  rejxjrted 
toCaptiiin  Golds l>o rough,  of  the  l'.  S.  S.  Fh/ridn^  for  command  on 
board  the  steamer  Patn^mk. 

I  hereby  ask  that  I  may  be  detached  from  said  command,  as  I  am 
not  sutBciently  acquainted  with  the  duty  of  commander  and  w^ould 
rather  be  acting  master  on  board  some  good  vessel. 
I  remain  your  obi^dient  servant, 

Wm.  D,  Urann, 
Acting  Maaier^  IT.  S,  Na^, 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

P.  S,  S,  Wabas/*,  Pfrrt  RoyaL 
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Letter  frovi  the  Secretary  of  the  Namj  to  Rear-Adintral  Du  Pani^ 
U^  *>-  Navy^  transmitting  extracts  from  di Hpnfr.htm  n^rerrrd  from 
CI  S>  consuh  at  Dmdon  and  Limerpool. 

Navy  Department.  Aufjut*t^O^  JS6S> 
Sir:  1  tmiismit  herewith  for  your  inforriiRtion  extraets  from  dis- 
patehes  reeeivecl  hy  Hie  Secretary  of  Shite  from  T.  S.  consul  itt  Ijou 
don,  dated  AugiLst  S  and  IK  relative  to  the  Ihrrut  Pinchny  m\d  her 
rurcro,  the  cargo  of  the  A^/r/pj/hia^  infernal  maehiiien,  or  torpedoes, 
now  heirig  eoiiritriieted,  and  the  plan  of  tlie  rebels  for  a  general  strike 
in  Septemljer.     Also  extract  from  the  dis|mt*'h  of  the  I  .  S.  consul  at 
Liverpool,  relative  to  the  fr/admtr>r  and  Sunbeam. 
Very  reHi>ectfuHy, 

GiDEOx  Welles. 
Reiir-Admiral  S,  F.  Dupont. 

O/ffidf/,  So  fit  h  AtlantJe  BtfM'kd^*  Squadron^  P&rt  lioyo  I  ^  S.  C\ 

^  [Knclowurea.] 

"No.  54.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

Lmdan,  August  S.  1862, 

Sir:  In  my  disimteh  of  the  2<l  instant,  I  stated  that  the  steamer 
Sylph  had  arrived  in  the  Thames  from  Hamburg  and  wa8  diseharging 
her  cargo  (*f  arms  mainly  into  the  Ilarrui  Phirhney,  That  operation 
was  completed  on  Wednesda}'  morning,  men  having  worked  all  night 
taking  in  cargo,  |>atent  fuel,  etc  and  the  //.  P.  was  this  morning,  the 
7th,  taking  in  gunpovpder  at  Purtleet,  and  will  go  to  sea  immediately, 
probably  this  evening  or  to-morrow. 

The  1L  P,  is  said  to  have  run  on  the  trial  trip  18  knots  per  hour. 
Whether  this  be  so  or  not  she  is  a  fa^st  boat,  and  her  sjx^ed  was  the 
rejLson  for  I'eshipping  the  munitions  of  war  from  the  Sylph  to  her. 
1  I  Relieve  the  pui^iose  of  her  owiu^r  is  to  make  an  attempt  to  get  his 
ship  ir*to  sfnne  Southern  ix>rt  held  by  the  rebels,  lie  says  if  he  loses 
two  steamers  out  of  three  he  can  make  it  profitable.  1  send  herewith 
a  description. 

Atigmt  0. — ^She  took  in  75  tons  of  i>owder  and  sailed  last  evening. 

Two  Confe<lei"nte  agents  in  London  have  said  within  twenty-four 
hours  that  w^hen  their  plans  are  matured  their  whole  fleet  will  leave 
Na^au  together.  It  is  very  prtibaljle  that  steamers  290  and  the  Mer- 
riifia/\  if  they  do  not  intend  to  attempt  to  pass  the  Idockade,  will  pro- 
ceed direct  to  Nassau  or  vicinit3\  I  nave  just  obtained  an  additional 
invoice  of  the  Agrmmna,  She  is  a  sailing  vessel,  but  her  ciirgo  is 
valuable  to  the  Confederates.     ♦     *     ♦ 

The  Harrut  Plnvhm^y  has,  among  other  war  materials,  about  24,lHK) 
ril1t*s,  18  eanncjn,  with  carriages,  shells,  swords,  et<\     I   hope  to  have 
the  agreeable  news  of  her  capture. 
I  am,  etc., 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Cmxmd. 
Htm*  W.  IL  Seward, 

Seci*eiary  of  State* 


284  SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADINO   SQUADRON. 

[Subenclosnrefi.  ] 

Screw  steamer  Harriet  Pmchney^  built  at  Middleboro  July  23, 1862, 
of  the  port  of  London:  Length,  191.3  feet;  breadth,  28.9;  depth,  17.6; 
gix)88  tonnage,  714;  deduct  engines,  143.40=571.40. 

Engines,  SO-horsepower;  one  deck,  two  masts,  brig  rig,  elliptic  stern. 
Clench  build,  no  gallery,  no  h^id;  iron  frame.  Date  of  register,  July 
24,  1862. 

Owner,  Thomas  Sterling  Begbie,  4  Mansion  House  Place,  London. 


Additional  cargo  of  Agrippimi, 


T  2  cases  pistols. 

R  1  case  If  leather. 

<^  D>         6  cases  rifles. 

<^  H  20  cases 

C  6  cases 

D  6  cases 

E  6  cases 

F  8  cases[cannon. 

A  5  cases 

B  4  cases 

A  11  cases 

B  71  cases^ 

<Nn>       65  casks  6,184  pounds  powder. 
^^""^^  15  cases  cartridges. 

1  case  percussion  caps. 
89  barrels  3,900  pounds  powder. 
3^  1  case  cartridges. 

248  cases  iron  castings. 
W      6  cases  signal  rockets. 
1  barrel  signal  lights. 
4  packages  tubs. 


<^T 


Dispatches  55  and  56,  dated  August  8  and  9,  from  the  U.  S.  consul 
at  London  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  mention  that  infernal  machines, 
or  torpedoes,  are  now  being  made  in  England  for  the  rebels  to  use  in 
boats  against  our  vessels  in  Southern  harbors.  .  The  design  is  to  put 
them  afloat  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  that  can  be  selected 
and  sent  among  our  ships,  and  if  the  eirolosion  takes  place  at  the  right 
distance  the  consequences  will  be  most  horrible. 


No.  56.]  U.  S.  CONSITLATE, 

London^  August  9^  186i. 

Sir:  *    *    *    In  the  councils  of  the  Confederates  here  there  is  still 

talk  of  a  great  and  decisive  blow  to  be  struck  at  the  Union  Army  and 

Navy  in  September  when  they  say  their  preparations  will  be  made  to 

cariy  out  their  plans.     May  not  the  collection  of  gunboats,  infernal 


macbine^,  and  large  stores  of  war  materials  at  Na^saa  and  viciQity*  and 
even  the  cry  of  tne  British  press  which  has  comuienced  here  agaiDst 
what  they  call  '*  Yankee  blockade'"  of  a  Britii^h  port^  Najssau,  lie  pre* 

t*-"*ntory  steps  in  thi^plan  of  theirs  for  one  great  and,  as  they  say*  tinal 
essf  ul  straggle  i 
I  ara,  etc. 


Hon.  W.  H,  Seward, 

Secrei4iry  of  State. 


F.  H.  Morse, 


Y 


O.  S.  Consulate, 
Idmrpool,  August  ^,  lS$t, 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  dispateh  No.  101  and  the  sailing  of  the  steamer 
Ghdiaio}\  I  have  now  to  state  that  on  the  5th  instant  the  official  puli- 
lioition  of  the  clearance  of  this  vessel  was  made.  You  will  recollect 
she  sailed  on  the  3oth  of  July.  On  the  4th  of  August,  six  days  after 
she  sailed,  she  was  entered  to  k>ad  for  Bermuda  and  on  the  same  day 
cleared  for  this  last-named  p(jrt.  At  this  time,  when  she  was  entered 
to  load  for  Bermuda,  she  was  pnjhably  LiMX>  miles  from  Liverp<)oI  on 
her  journey.  The  official  publication  was  made  on  the  day  after.  The 
fii^t  publication  of  her  cargo  was  made  to-day*  I  have  obtained  a  copy 
of  her  manifest  .-^j  far  as  the  cargo  has  been  entered  at  the  custom- 
house. Y'ou  will  see  that  her  cargo  is  of  a  nature  that  fully  iustitied 
me  in  saying  that  she  ought  to  be  captured  wherever  found.  Tnere  are 
already  entered  HT5JMHJ  cartridges,  2,H40,iHKl  percussion  caps,  lOfi.OOO 
pounds  guniKJwder.  11,570  rities,  U,840  muskets,  18  hi^ass  cannon,  and  6 
eteel  ritfed  cannon,  8*1  tons  saltpeter,  with  swords,  pistols,  eU^ 

In  disimtch  of  August  6,  reference  is  made  to  the  sailing  of  the 
screw  steamer  Sunham.  This  vessel  is  intended  to  run  the  blockade. 
Her  cargo  consists  of  gunjx^wder,  muskets,  etc.  They  are  all  intended 
for  the  rebel  Government.  Large  quantities  of  arms,  gunpowder, 
and  military  stores  of  all  kinds  are  now  being  shipped  bv  trie  mer- 
chants at  this  place  t<i  Havana  in  the  packets  that  sail  weekly  for  that 
place.  They  expect  to  run  these  into  the  South  <in  the  steamers  which 
have  been  purchased  and  sent  to  Nassau,  Bernmda,  and  Havana  for 
that  purpose,  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
I  am,  etc., 

Thos.  IL  Dudley, 

Hon.  W.  IL  Seward, 

iSecretary  of  Staie. 


^offhe  iSeef'etm^y  of  the  Nai^y  to  fJu^  cfnmnandant  imnv  yard^  Nem 
Y^t/r1i\  dirtctiny  that  Ike  repairs  to  the  (jfunbimtH  Utiadulii^  Ott^t^jGa^ 
Serieea^  and  Penthina  he  ^seotited  without  d^uy. 

Navy  DErARTMKKT,  AHijmt'27.  186'2. 
Sm:  Eear-Admind  Du  Font  has  informed  the  Depirtment  that  the 
gunboats  Cnmlilhf.  Ottawa^  Stmeca^  and  Pemhina^  im|x»rtant  vessels 
m  the  squadron  under  his  command,  have  given  away,  and  that  he  has 


286 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    RQUADRON, 


corirliided  to  s^nul  thpiii  to  New  York  for  repairs,  expressing  a  desire  | 

tbiit  the  work  he  done  ujM)n  thetii  may  he  exeeuted  as  early  ivs  practi- 
ciihle,  that  he  may  aLniin  have  their  serviees* 

Thi*  Department  aesiren  that  the  repaii*8  may  be  executed  without 
deliiy,  ii|KHi  their  arrivah  and  eulls  attention  to  the  following  para- 
gntph  from  Kear- Admiral  Du  PontV  dispateh* 

AMthe*^  tfiinhoHtH  Jiave  Ijeeaa  very  important  element  lu  the  winadron,  the  Pepart 
meiit  will  a|»i»ret  iat4>  my  anxiety  for  their  early  retarii  tu  it,  ari*l  I  rest>eclfiillv  huIk 
mit  that  the  rear-admiral  fommanUiii^'  at  New  Ytirk,  wh*j  will  sympathize  witli  this 
anxiety  oa  my  part,  may  Ih^  tUret-'te<l  to  put  them  iastuntly  in  hatnl,  to  anthorize 
ni^ht  workj  to  have  the  minor  refmirH  keep  pace  with  thotie  <»n  tlie  marhiiiery,  aod 
rirtt  jH^rmit  the  venyels  t-ti  pj  out  of  eonimiiwion,  or  the  internal  organization  to  be  ' 
broken  up,  if  it  ean  iHJ«*ibly  be  avoided,  with  such  other  arraugementa  as  hi^  own 
l>etter  juagment  may  suggest. 

I  am,  renpectfully,  your  obedient  i^ervant, 

GiBEON  Welles, 
Hear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Nmt  iv.W% 


Order  of  tJw  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  LmdeiUiut  Cavendyj 
U,  S,  Navy^  (xmtvumdiny  U.  S.  bark  Gem^boky  to  proceed  to  Boston^ 
and  t4}  Port  Rmjal^  S.  C\ 

Navy  Defartmknt,  Am/mt  £7,  1869^. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  has  been  received.     You  will 
pi'oceed  to  Boston  with  the  OemHbok  and  fill  up  her  crew,  after  which 
vou  will  proceed  to   Port  Royal,  S.  €.,  and  rejxirt  to  Rear- Admiral 
bu  Pont  for  duty  in  the  fKjuacfron  under  his  coumiand, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Weixes, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Edw,  Cavendy, 

Commandmg  U.  S.  hark  Gemsbok^  Promncetownn  Masa. 


Letter  from  t/w  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Riar'AtltolralDuPotit^  IJ,  S, 
Nat^y^  giving  ccmsular  in/hrmatia/t  regarding  the  mlling  of  t^fmeU 
from  Nassau^  Neiv  Provid<mee. 

Navy  Dkpahtment,  Augmt  27^  1S62. 
Sir;  The  U.  8.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  writes  to  the 
Secretary  of  State   under  date  of  July  31: 

On  the  29th  instant  the  steanieni  Leopard  and  Minhj  saili3<l  for  Cliarleeton,  8.  C^ 
with  full  and  valuable  mrgoea  of  aniiH,  ptiwder,  ete.  Tiiis^  m<>minjf  the  Bteamer 
Ojtnmbkt  left  for  tlie  Rtuiie  desitination.  ThiH  la^^t-naiutHl  ven^l  hiu*  lain  at  the  wharf 
in  fnjnt  i>f  thin  consulate  for  the  pa.^1  week  taking  on  Ix^ani,  oi>euly,  tieavy  onbiaiire, 
all  sorta  of  munitions  of  war,  and  large  halea  marked  'H.\  S.  A."  Tlie  Kufi\  lately 
arrived  from  Gharlesiton,  ttwk  to  that  port  on  her  Ifist  trip  a  complete  and  [>owerfnl 
steam  engine,  said  to  he  desntined  for  the  equipment  of  the  Hteam  mms  building  at 
that  place. 

Very  resi>ectfully, 

GiBEOX  Welles. 
Rear-Admiral  S,  F.  E)u  Pont, 

Co^fndg.  South  Atl^tntie  ISlorkiig,  Stjnadrtm^  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
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f>rder  of  Rea^r- Admiral  Lhi  Ptmt^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Omtmatuler  iMrrott^ 

U,  S.  Nu'Vyy  if}  proceed  mth  the  IT*  8*  S.  A^icfv^Ut  t^o  Phihdelphiaj 
for  repairs  to  vemeL 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf^t  Rmjal  HarUr,  S.  C,  August  m,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Au^usta^  under  y^ur  comnmnd,  having  been  surveyed  and 
requiring  i^epairs  bei  ond  the  eaimbilities  of  our  machine  shop,  you 
will,  as  s^oon  a8  ready,  proceed  with  her  to  Philadelphia  and  report  to 
Commodore  Pendergi'ast,  and  through  him  to  the  houorahle  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  uiy  verv  sincere  approlmtion  and 
appreciation  of  the  services  renderecf  by  the  Augimta  on  thin  station. 
If  1  am  not  mistaken,  no  vessel  has  seen  more  outside  blockading  serv- 
ice and  been  less  in  port^  and  whose  iires  have  been  so  seldont  drawn. 

You  have  always  l>een  ready  for  4jer\nce  and  efficient  in  it^j  perform- 

Respectful h\  etc., 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 

Mmr'Adniirai* 
Coiimiaoder  E.  G*  Pabrott, 

f/.  5.  S,  Amfimta, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Iht  Pmit^  U.  8.  Nwmf^  rega/rding  tfw  U.  8. 
^tearrwrs  ikmmidmfjiui  and  J/mmafmiic, 

I'laoshif  Wabash, 

Pm't  Royal  Iiarhn\  S.  C,  Augmt27,  1HG2. 
Snt:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  U,  S,  S. 
Oaunndaupta, 
I  am  earnestly  lookiiig  for  the  U,  S,  S.  Hintmtunic. 
Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rmr-Admind^  Vonidg,  South  Atluniio  Blavkdy,  Sipiadn/n, 

Hon*  GiOEON  WfxleSj 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy^  Wmhrngtufu 


> 


Bupmi  of  Rt<ir-Admirat  lhi  l^mt.  U.  *S\  Xaoa,  traimnUtintj  reptrrtat 
of  Chmnwnd^rft  Steed  inaa  a  fid  Jftdhiny^  U,  S,  Mit^y^  regardimj  the 
Uochide  of  Charleston,  X.  i\ 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabas^h, 

Pt^t  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C  Aa^/aM  ^.  IS69i. 

Sir;  I  had  unpleasant  information  to  convey  this  morning  to  the 
Department,  the  loss  of  that  splendid  ship,  the  Adirfmdmi\  This  even- 
ing Captain  Hazard  c^me  from  Charleston  and  I  am  fairly  oppressed 
by  what  he  tells  me  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  blockade. 

While  he  beam  testimony  to  the  further  closing  in  of  the  line  of 
ships,  to  the  boldness  of  the  Ixmts  at  night  going  in  sometimes  within 
150  yards  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  to  the  ceaseless  vigilance  of  lK>th  otfi- 
cers  and  men,  he  admiti^  that  the  violations  have  been  fixiquent,  and, 
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accsording  to  the  best  accounts,  there  are  at  this  moment  no  le^  than 

eight  steamers  painted  lead  color  in  the  harbor  of  Charle.stoii,  Though 
my  force  has  been  kept  up  to  twelve  vessels,  with  great  difficulty  it  is 
true,  and  whicl^  I  can  no  longer  continue  to  do»  I  have  been  very 
apprehensive  that  some  vessels  would  gut  in,  as  we  have  had  thick 
weather  and  much  min,  but  1  was  not  prepared  for  such  a  result.  I 
think  it  probal>Ie  that  some  two  million  sterling  i*f  arms  and  merchan- 
dise have  gone  in  the  last  ten  days.  The  Herald  has  succeedinl  again, 
having  the  most  skillful  man  on  the  eoast  on  board  of  her  (Coxetter), 

I  feel  as  much  regret  to  convey  this  information  as  the  Department 
will  to  reeeive  it,  out  I  have  done  my  best;  the  officers  have  done 
theirs;  it  is  for  the  Department  to  apply  the  reniedv.  I  have  no  more 
ships  to  send  there.  Many  vessels  are  still  at  Nassau  coming  ihm 
week.  My  best  vessel,  the  Bfentnile,  must  come  in  for  coal,  and  we 
have  from  reliable  authority  what  1  have  always  apprehended,  that 
our  sailing  ships  were  mucli  more  favonible  to  the  blockade  runners 
than  to  ourselves. 

Enclosed  are  importjint  communications  from  Oimmanders  Steed- 
man  and  Mullany  and  meniomnda  of  information  given  hy  a  Mr.  Lu8- 
sen,  to  which  especial  attention  is  ail  led. 

As  I  desire  that  the  Depaitment  should  have  every  information,  I 
have  directed  Captain  Hazard  to  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Kavy  in  person,  for  though  this  officer  iias  not  been  very  long  on 
this  station,  he  has  been  the  senior  oificer  off  Charleston  during  this 
last  pressure  on  the  blockade. 

Very  respeetf  alH%  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
ReaT'AdmiTfil,,  (brndg.  South  Atlmitw  Bhjckdy.  Sqwmron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret'Ury  of  (he  Nwny^   Washington. 

P.  S. — I  am  grieved  to  add  that  up  to  this  hour  neither  the  Nfynaich 
nor  FlamhfOi  nave  appeared.  A  more  discouniging  evidence  of  the 
inability  of  the  navy  vards  to  repair  vessels  in  an  ordinary  time  I 
have  nevri*  known.  There  is  no  telling  how  different  the  result  might 
have  been  if  these  two  vessels  had  been  off  t'harleston  during  the  last 
ten  day.-^.  The  surveying  otficer  stated  three  weeks  would  be  required 
to  repair  the  Flamheau,  Those  of  the  yard  said  four  weeks.  It  is 
six  weeks  and  two  days  to-dav  since  the  Flamhmv  arrived  in  New 
York.  ^  ,1 

K  F.  1)1   P. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Paul  Jokes, 

f^  VhfrleHfnH,  Aftgmt  m,  1862. 

Sir:  The  information  contained  in  the  two  letters  addressed  to  me 
by  Coi  n  m  a  n  d  e  r  M  u  1 1  a  n  y  a  n  d  Li  e  1 1  te  ini  n  t  Co  n  i  m  a  n  d  i  n  g  N  icho  1  s(  ni  ( w  h  i  ch 
I  herewith  enclose)  is  in  my  opinion  so  unj>ortant  that  1  have  decided 
to  dispatch  the  Bkwt  to  Fort  Jtoyal  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it 
before  you. 

We  have  had  for  the  last  three  days  very  thick  weather,  which  has 
been  of  greut  advanUige  to  vessels  running  the  lilockade. 

With  the  few  vessels  we  have  here  I  think  it  almost  impossible  to 
keep  steamers  f  mm  running  in  or  out  of  Charleston. 
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The  BienvUl<\  the  onh'  efficient  steamer  here,  is  now  nearly  out  of 
ooal,  and  I  fear  I  vrill  be  compelled  to  send  her  to  Port  Royal  for  a 
supply- 
To  add  to  my  annoyance  the  spare  tiller  of  this  vessel  is  broken  and 
can  not  be  repaired.  The  main  tiller  is  so  much  out  of  order  that  I 
apprehend  that  at  any  moment  it  niay  become  useless.  Should  this 
occur  in  heavy  weather  niost  serious  conseiiuence^  must  ensue. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  Commander  Mullany's  letter  I  most 
highly  approve.  1  beg  leave  most  respectfully  t^^  call  your  favonible 
attention  to  him*  It  wa.s  niv  intention  to  have  made  similar  sugges- 
tions, but  this  intelligent  offacer  has  anticipated  me, 

Mr.  J.  Martin  Lussen,  the  passenger  cai)tured  on  board  the  schooner 
Louisa^  I  have  sent  you  in  the  Blunt.     From  him  you  will,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, obtain  valuable  information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'Cha8»  Steedman, 
Comm-ander  and  Seniar  Officer  Present, 

_  Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm^  Port  Royal. 

[SubenclDsuren.] 

U.  S,  S.   BlENTIIXE, 

Off  Charlest^m,  5.  C,  A^tgiwt  ^5,  1S6B. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  early  daylight  this  morning^  I  discov- 
ered a  sea  steamer  underway  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  just  inside 
of  Fort  Moultrie,  flying  the  English  ensign  at  the  stem  and  the  rebel 
flag  at  the  fore.  Shortly  afterwards  she  stood  up  to  the  city  and 
finally  anchored  at  the  quarantine  ground  south  ot  Fort  Sumter.  I 
believe  the  steamer  to  be  the  Scotia^  and  that  she  ran  the  blockade 
last  night.  She  has  two  masts;  no  head  Iwom,  yards,  nor  topmasts,  and 
two  white  smokestacks,  which  are  close  together. 

It  was  not  nossible  for  her  to  pass  through  either  the  Maffitt's  or 
North  channels,  which  are  guarded  l>y  this  ship  and  the  Ilnrmi^  for 
the  reason  that  we  had  a  good  view  of  them  both  throughout  the 
night.  My  anchomge  is  situat<?d  midway  between  the  North  Channel 
and  the  west  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  in  i^\  fathoms  of  water.  I  was 
on  deck  throughout  the  night,  and  can  therefore  speak  contidentlv* 
I  had  a  boat  at  anchor  close  in  with  Fort  Moultrie  last  night  and  the 
night  previous  from  8  p.  m,  until  4  a.  m. ,  and  propose  to  send  her 
a^in  to-night.  Nothing  can  possibly  get  past  her,  goin^  through 
either  the  North  or  Miiffitt's  channels.  ^  It  blew  very  fresh  throughout 
the  night  and  was  cloudy,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  hav^e  prevent^  our 
seeing  an}^  vessel  attempting  to  pass  us. 

1  think  it  highly  probable  the  Scotia  got  in  by  passing  through  the 
Pumpkin  Hill  to  the  main  Ship  Channel  and  keeping  close  to  Morris 
Island. 

While  on  this  subject  peraiit  me  to  suggest  that  this  blockade  would 
Ik?  rendered  much  more  efficient  if  we  had  three  or  four  small  screw 
steam  tugs  of  very  light  draft  to  send  close  in  to  the  entrance  of  the 
harlwr  at  night,  to  remain  from  8  p.  m,  until  4  a.  m.  I  do  not  think 
anything  could  pass  them  without  being  seen.  The  tugs  ought  to  be 
quite  small,  low  pressure,  of  very  light  draft,  with  a' rifled  20-pounder 
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forward,  and  painted  lead  fulor.     In  the  event  of  bad  weather  they 
could  always  make  a  harbor  in  Stono  River,  distant  10  miles. 

We  require  better  glasse.^  for  the  work  we  are  employed  on  thani 
those  now  furni-nhed.     The  vessels  employed  in  running  the  blockade] 
are  provided  with  day  and  night  ^la.sses  of  the  most  superior  quality, 
while  ours,  as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  are  of  the  most  ordinary  kind. 

We  found  on  lx)ard  of  the  steamers  i-aptured  by  this  ship  spy t^^lassea^ 
for  day  und  double  ^^Uisses  for  night  work  of  a  fur  superior  order  to  - 
any  tjf  ours.     We  tire  much  in  want  of  a  «"hart  of  the  harbor  of  Charles- 1 
ton  and  the  adjacent  coast,  say  from  Bnirs  Hay  Ur  t^toiio*  on  a  large 
scale.     The  only  one  now  in  use  is  a  fyreliminary  chart  and  is  on  en- 
tirely too  small  a  scale. 

I  have  on  Iwiard  a  very  intelligent  man,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  though 
educated  in  Germany,  who  was  on  board  the  schooner  Ltnitsa  when' 
captured  by  this  ship.  Me  claims  to  have  been  a  passenger,  and  as 
there  was  neither  crew  nor  passenger  list  found  on  boara,  we  have 
nothing  to  prove  to  the  contrary.  I  have  found  among  his  baggage 
a  lot  of  charts  which  proved  to  have  been  used  on  board  the  privateer 
Jeff.  Dmns.  Subsequently  he  made  admissions  which  satisfiea  uie  that 
he  had  been  on  board  of  the  Jt^^,  Davis,  steamers  luttf  and  3i\i^hville. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  he  is  sent  to  the  admiral  considerable  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  from  him  relative  to  the  blockading  business, 
as,  for  some  rea.son,  he  is  disposed  to  l>e  couummicative.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  will  obtain  all  the  iuforination  I  can  from  him,  and  will  for- 
ward it  to  you  with  this  conunuuication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Coi7iniandef\ 
Commander  Charles  Steedman, 

€afnmandi7ig  U»  S,  S,  Paul  Jones^  Senior  Officer  off  Ckarl^ton, 
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[EndoreemeDt] 


Better  glasses  have  been  furnished. 


S.  F,  D,  R 
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IT.  S*  S*   BlEXTTLLE, 

Off  CharUskm,  S,  a,  Ati^mt26,  1862. 

Memorandum  of  inforaiatioii  derived  from  Mr.  John  Martin  Lussen, 
a  pti-ssenger  tnken  from  the  prize  schooner  Louisa: 

The  Lfmlm  left  Nassau  with  the  intention  of  running  the  blockade 
of  Charleston.  Lussen  was  formerly  engaged  running  the  blockade 
io  the  steamers  NfiskrHh  and  Kate. 

The  manner  of  running  the  blockade  of  Charleston  is  as  follows 
Vessels  intending  to  run  lay  off  in  18  to  *iO  fathoms  water;  toward; 
night  run  in  and  make  one  of  the  blo<'kading  fleet;  then  run  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  until  clear  of  the  fleet,  then  run  for  land  until 
in  their  draft  of  water;  then  follow  the  shore  down,  passing  inside 
llattlesnake  Sh<nil. 

In  going  out  they  take  the  stnithern  shore;  lights  are  placed  on  Fort 
Johnson  and  other  places,  from  which  to  take  tlieir  departure. 

There  is  an  cipeoiug  in  the  south  breakers  sufficient  to  pasJ5  vesaels 
dm  wing  15  feet  water.     Such  vessels  take  their  departure  irom  a  light 
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^ 
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on  Fort  Joho^^on  whit^h  is  in  range  with  said  opening;  a  small  boatljeing 
pliupd  ill  8uid  opoiiingf  tu  ^ivo  warning  in  case  of  danger  being  seen. 
After  piuisinjjf  throii^rh  the  breakers  they  steer  S,  \V.  for  the  shore  until 
tliey  reach  theii"  draft  (as  in  coming  in),  then  run  4  or  5  iiiile^  along 
.shore  until  clear  of  the  rteet,  then  steer  S.  S,  E.  for  Nassau,  etc.  Ves- 
sels of  light  drtift  pasH  between  the  shore  and  south  breakers.  He 
stated  then*  must  be  eight  steameis  in  Charleston  ready  to  run  the 
blockade,  viz^  Mhiho,  Hero,  Zlof/dH^  and  Fhyd^  propellers  and  three  ^ 
masted  each;  ( 'tihitnhliK  propeller,  two  masts,  and  iInntremm\A  Herald^ 
side-wheel  and  one  mast  or  flagstaff.  Also  the  Scotia^  w^hich  ves8el 
was  due  here  three  days  ago,  and  which  he  thinks  went  in  yesterday" 
morning,  as  the  vessef  seen  at  the  fort  had  her  appearance.  She  is 
loaded  witli  4S  pieces  of  artillery  (4f>  of  them  are  Blakely  rifles,  12- 
poundcrs),  carriages,  harness,  and  ammunition  for  the  same;  he  thinks 
the  whole  c^f  tliein  will  run  between  this  and  the  first  quarter  of  the 
moon,  and  that  by  cruising  for  thera  at  points  off  Nassau  (named  by 
him)  they  ruay  all  be  captured  if  they  escape  from  this  place. 

He  also  states  that  the  Oreto^  which  left  Nassau  fifteen  days  ago, 
proceeded  tu  Ragged  Island  with  a  schooner  in  tow,  loaded  with  guns, 
ammunition,  etc*,  for  her  use.  His  knowledge  of  her  is  such  that  he 
claims  to  lie  able  to  take  us  to  the  spot  where  she  is  fitting  out,  if 
done  immediately.  He  was  offered  a  commission  o!i  board  of  her,  but 
refusi'ih  (He  was  formerlv  sailing  master  in  the  Peruvian  Navy.) 
The  Onti*  is  to  he  armed  with  Blakely  rifles— 65-pounders. 

There  arc  also  tive  other  vessels  ready  or  nearly  so  for  cruising* 

He  states  that  tiie  harbor  of  Charleston  is  obstructed  by  mfts 
(floats),  so  constructed  that  they  will  blow  up  upon  vessek  passing 
over  them.  They  are  anchored  in  the  channel  l>etween  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie.  A  space  is  left  l»etween  them  for  blockade  runners  to 
pass  out,  which  will  l>e  tilled  l>y  two  other  rafts  (kept  ready)  upon  a 
aemonstratiuii  l>eing  made  by  us.  They  are  filled  with  an  explosive 
fluid,  put  in  cyliuders  and  placed  inside  the  floats,  connected  with 
copper  tubes,  tlie  ends  of  which  run  up  near  the  surface  of  the  water 
and  are  prepared  with  fulmiuiite  of  mercury,  etc.  In  reference  to 
capturing  vessels  off  the  Bahamas  that  have  run  the  blockade  from  this 
or  other  points,  or  that  may  leav^e  Kassan  with  the  intention  of  running 
the  blockade,  he  says  he  is  able  to  take  this  vessel  t^^  places  where  she 
can  secrete  herself  until  the  steamers  now  in  Charleston  would  rnn 
into  our  power  iK^fore  they  were  aware  of  it,  and  thereby  capture  the 
greater  part  of  theui  within  the  next  two  weeks.  The  light-house 
keepers  about  the  various  points  of  Nassau  are  in  the  pay  of  the  Con- 
federates. It  is  evident  the  treatment  he  has  received  trum  the  parties 
with  whom  hi»  lias  been  engaged  hiis  l>een  such  as  to  embitter  him 
against  them.  He  feelb  that  the  dangers  risked  by  him  have  not  been 
appreciated  or  rewarded;  conse<iuently  his  communicutivene.5s. 

No  doubt  much  information  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  above  can  be 
obtained  upon  further  interrogation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J,    R.    il.    MU1.LANT, 

Cmmnandi^r, 
,  Commander  CiiAS.  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  jS,  S.  Paul  Jotits^  Senior  Oji^-tr  ttf  Cftarlv^tofu 
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Report  of  Bear- Admiral  ]Ju  Pomt^  U.  S*  iVm^y*  regarding  the  escape 
of  aolockade  rt inner  atd  of  Chai'leston^  S.  C,^  Amjust  28^  1S6S. 

Flagship  Wabasu, 

Part  Royal  JJarhor,  S\  (\,  SepfetfJ/er  £,  186^. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  report  the  esrape  of  a  steamer  from  Charleston  on 
the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo  through  MattittV  (iKiimeL 

At  8  o\;lork  in  the  evening  Commander  Mulltiny,  of  the  Bmwill^^ 
sent  his  launt-h  to  guard  the  entriinee  of  that  chamK-l,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Muster  RogiTs,  who  unehorcd  his  boat  only  three- fourths  of  a 
mile  L.  S.  E.  from  Fort  Moultrie. 

Near  10  o'cloek  he  .saw  a  .steaDi  propeller  passing  outward  elo.se  along 
the  beach,  moving  silently  and  sw  iftly. 

He  immediately  tired  a  roeket  and  burned  a  14ue  light — the  signals 
agreed  upon — and  the  BlenirHh  at  onee  siippt^d  her  cable,  alarmed  the 
rest  of  the  fleet,  and  gave  chase,  but  w  as  unable  to  see  anything  of  the 
escaping  vesseL 

Shortly  afterwards  guns  were  tired  from  the  America^  which,  with 
the  Flaq^  gmirds  the  S.  E.  entrance  to  Maftitt's  Channel,  l>ut  on  the 
Blenmlle  reaching  them  the  ste-amer  had  succeeded,  in  the  darkne^ss,  in 
escaping. 

Acting  Mastfn-  Rogers,  in  charge  of  the  launch,  reports  that  though 
the  steanier  passed  within  300  yards  of  him,  yet  when  the  land  behind 
was  higher  than  the  hull  he  could  see  nothing  of  her,  and  it  was  only 
w^hen  she  passed  a  low  opening  in  the  bench  that  she  Mas  in  sight  at  all. 

I  refer  to  this  particularly  that  the  Department  may  be  apprised  of 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  of  the  blockake  of  this  port  of  Cnarleston. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  detailed  reports  from  Conmiander 
Mullany  and  Acting  Master  Rogers,  presuDiing  that  the  Department 
would  prefer  to  have  a  condensed  statement  rather  than  copies  of  the 
reports  themselves. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  ol>cdient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
RmT' Admiral^  Vomdij,  Srmth  Atlarttw  Bhckading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  rf  the  JVtivi/^  Wm/mif/ton. 


Remriof  Commnnder  Midlmiy^   IL   S.  JVavt/,  fymmmndma  U,  S.  S. 

Biefiville^  nY/arding  the  escape-  of  a  hhwlnnh'  rmuu^r  out  of  ChurleiiUm^ 

Augmt  £8, 1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  CI,  A^i^mt  m,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  a  steamer  escaped  from  the  harbor  <>f 
Charleston  last  night  and  went  to  sea  through  Muftitt's  Channel. 

At  8  p.  UL  I  sent  the  launch  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Rogers  to 
guard  the  entrance  to  Matfitt's  Channel.  At  ^^'A^^  p.  ul  a  rocket  was 
sent  up  and  a  blue  light  burned  by  the  launch,  whu'h  was  the  signal 
^reea  upon  in  (mse  a  vessel  attcuipted  to  run  out,  I  immediately 
sfipped  my  cable,  sent  up  a  rocket,  and  tired  a  ^un  iu  alarm  the  fleet, 
ana  gave  chase.^  but  could  see  nothing  of  the  vessel  attempting  to 
e&cape.  Shortly  afterwards  the  America^  which,  with  the  ^lug^ 
guarded  the  northeastern  part  to  MafHtt^s  Channel,  commenced  tiring 
guns.     It  was  then  evident  that  the  enemy  was  at  that  end  of  the  line, 
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reed  in  capturiiiir  him 


N 


9ur  t!ie  Amtrica,  1  prfsunuHl  ih^y  would  sue- 
^  ....*..  Init  when  1  got  up  thenv  huviiig  to  round  RiU- 
t!e8imke  Shoa!,  1  loarued  that  ho  had  prubaljlv  t'snipt*d. 

For  your  further  luforoiation,  1  l)eg  to  enclosp  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Ko^rers,  hy  whieb  it  appears  that  he  couhi  hiircily  discern  the 
eueiny,  though  less  than  KUO  yanLs  diytiuit  from  hini. 
Ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    K.    >M.    MULLANY, 

Rear-Admiml  8*  F,  Du  Pont, 

Chmd{/,  South  AtlunlH-  Hl/H:]cdg,  Stpiadnm^  Port  Ro^td^  S,  C, 

Cbp^  of  a  rtpoH  of  Arthuj  \fnj^ftr  RofjerM,  mclaaed  in  n  leWr  I(a  Rmr* Admiral  Ihi  PtM^ 

U.  S.  S*  Bienville, 

O/  Ckarleiifon,  S.  C,  Augmt  W.  1862, 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  your  orders,  I  left  the  ship  last  night  in  com- 
maod  of  the  launch,  with  a  1 2-pound er  howitzer  and  an  anued  (*rew. 
At  8:30  p.  m,,  anchored  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  E.  S,  E.  from 
Foi*t  Moultrie;  about  9;  45  .^aw  a  steam  projjeller  passing  outward, 
close  along  the  beach;  tshc  moved  silently  and  swiftly.  I  immediately 
[got]  up  anchor  and  turned  to  follow  in  chase,  tired  a  rocket  and  burned 
a  blue  light. 

Soon  after  the  battery  at  Breach  Inlet  fired  a  shell  which  ricochettetl 
across  the  Ikjw  and  exploded  outside  of  me.  Seeing  the  rockets  and 
hearing  the  gun-s  from  various  vessels  of  the  squadrons,  I  supposed  he 
might  be  turned  back,  and  as  chasing  was  out  of  the  question,!  hauled 
into  the  channel  near  the  beach  to  oppose  his  return;  but  seeing  noth- 
ing I  came  out  at  4  a.  m.  to  return  to  the  ship. 

1  would  remark  that  he  passed  w^ithin  30i>  yards  of  me.  but  when  the 
land  behind  him  wiu^  higher  than  his  hull  I  could  not  see  him.  As  he 
passed  the  low  opening  in  the  beach  I  had  a  fair  view  of  him,  but  lost 
it  as  soon  as  he  passed  in  front  of  high  hnid,  and  a  dark  cloud  to  the 
N.  E.  helping  to  obscure  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

John  A.  Rooers, 

Acthtf/  Mimter* 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mui.lany, 

Comrnanding  U.  S^  S*  Biem^ilJ*. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  D^f  P&nt,  IL  S*  Natr^^  to  Captain  Oreen^ 
Un  S.  Navi/^  cmmnanding  U.  S.  S.  Canandmgna^  to  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  the  IL  S,  S\  Admnuhck,*  ^trreckfd  on  Man  of  War 
Cay^  Bahama  Islands, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P^t  Eoyal  Harbor,  S\  C,  Atigust  £^9,  186^, 
Sir:  The  painful  intellitrence  which  ha.s  just  reached  me  of  the  loss 
of  the  U-  S.  S.  AdtrondiN-k  compels  me  to  suspend  the  repairs  contem- 
plated OD  the  Canandaigua  and  to  urge  the  completion  of  such  as  are 

•For  reports  relative  to  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S,  8,  ^dinrndac^,  see  Series  I,  volume  1, 
lip.  419^4:^.— Ck}aiFiL£BA. 
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absolutely  necessary  to  get  your  ship  to  sea  at  tho  earliest  possible 
time. 

You  will  then  proceed  with  all  disimtch  t^j  Man  of  War  Cay,  ea'^t 
point  of  Abaco,  wnere  the  Aflirfrndtrl-  wa,s  wreckrd,  and  render  all  the 
ajssis-^tance  in  your  power  to  Captain  GanHevoort  in  Having  pei'sons  and 
public  property. 

Captain  Gansevoortand  yourself,  from  your  well-known  exwrience, 
will  adopt  all  the  necessary  measures  to  secure,  throui^h  the  I  .  S.  con- J 
sul  at  >iassau,  the  recovery  of  the  niaehinery  and  armaiiient  of  this 
vessel.     I  can  not  give  3^011  more  speeitic  instructions. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  AdinmJack  you  will  bring  to  this  port 
unless  some  favorable  opportunity  should  occur  of  sendmg  them  to  a 
Noi'thern  port  hy  steaoier. 

You  wilt  find  enclosed  certain  papers  which  may  l>e  of  service  to  you 
in  vour  present  duties. 

i'ou  are  aware  that  the  Ortto^  armed  |jrivateer  or  pimte,  under 
ex-Lieutenant  Maffitt,  ha^*  been  permitted  to  leave  Nassau  and  when 
hij^t  heard  from  was  at  Diana  Cay,  near  (krdeiu\s,  coast  of  Cuba,  s^iid 
to  l>e  armed  with  six  rifled  guns,  Imt  with  a  short  crew.  In  one  of  the 
enclosed  paijers  is  a  description  of  this  vessel, 

I  have  also  been  informed  that  Laird  gunlxiat,  or  as  chilled  in  Liver- 
pool the  '29LK  under  the  command  of  [J.  L).]  Bulloch,  formerly  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  has  arrived  at  Nassau  and  may  jx)ssibly  now  lie  on  the 
ocean. 

You  will  please  keep  a  lookout  for  these  vessels  on  your  way  going 
and  comings  and  any  others  intending  to  run  the  blockade* 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rmr- Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BhwirfdtfNj  Stptadnm, 

Captain  J.  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

f7.  S.  8.  Cmmndaifua^Port  Eo^aL 


Qrd^r  (^  Rear-Adm^iral  I>u  Pmit^  Z7.  S.  JVavVj  to  Lieutenant-  Com- 
mandU-r  Ehind^  U.  S,  Mivy,  commanding  V,  S,  S,  S€7\ecajto proce^ 
nmikfor  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Moyal  IIarlm\  S.  (\  A^r</mi  ^S,  lS6i. 
Sir:  The  Senem  needing  repairs  which  can  not  be  made  at  Port  Royal,^ 
3^ou  will  proceed  north,  towed  by  the  Amimtn. 

The  AiKpmta  proceeds  to  Philadelphia,  Imt  if  on  arriving  off  the 
capes  of  the  Delaware  you  can  with  safetv  contirme  to  New  York,  do 
so;  otherwise  you  will  go  into  Philadelphia. 

Oil  your  arrival  at  either  city  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  station  and  through  hmi  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  can  not  better  convey  my  appreciation  cif  your  services  m\  this 
station  than  to  express  the  desire  that  you  may  be  eontiiuied  in  the 
tSeneca  and  return  to  this  squadron. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dc  Pont, 

Rrar- Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  6\  S.  Serieca. 


4 


t*OUTH    ATLANTtO    BLOCKADINO    SQUADRON. 


295 


Order  of  Bear- AdmJrtd  Iht  Pmit^  U,  S.  Nat^i/^  to  Acting  Master  Crcms, 
U*  S*  JVai\i/,  mmmandinff  U.  S*  S,  Uncas^  enjoinintj  watchfvhipssi. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boi/al  ntrUr,  S.  C\,  Aiu/ast  eS,  186£, 
SiRJ  You  will  be  careful  whili:^  alone  in  the  river  to  avoid  the  iM>ssihle 
approach  of  boats,  and  nnt  aseeiul  the  river. 
Raspectf  Lilly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Beftr-Adtrimf?, 
Acting  Master  L,  G,  Ckane, 

Vmnniaf}din(f  U.  S,  S.  Uficm,  St.  John^s  Rvmi\ 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  I/u  l*fmt,  IK  S.  Navi/^  to  Zieittenant'Cam' 
niander  Semmes^  U*  S*  ^^utn/^  senu^r  officer  St.  Simipits  Sf/nndj  Georgia^ 
regarding  the  prof  ection  ofth£  inlets  in  tho^e  teaters. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Bat/al  Ilarhrr,  S\  C,  Augmt  W,  186^. 
Sib:  I  am  dispatching  the  jjchooner  P/aW^?/?^  %vith  stores  and  ooal 
for  the  vessels  in  ^^our  division. 

You  will,  on  her  arrival,  dispatch  the  Florida  to  this  place,  making 
a  proper  disposition  of  the  vessels  in  3^our  command  to  guard  the  various 
inlets  liable  to  be  entered  by  vessels  breaking  the  blockade. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdrniraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Senior  Officer,  St,  Simmies, 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  IL  S*  jVairt/^  to  Cbmmmider  Baldwin^ 

If.  ^,  Nwi^^  tramferring  him  to  the  command  of  the  IL  S.  aS,  Jame9 

Adger, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
pyrt  Royal  Jlarhor,  S\  a,  August  ^9, 1803^. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U,  S.  ship  Vermont  to  assume 
command  of  the  l^,  S.  8,  Jame^  Adger,  now  off  Cnarleston. 

You  will  please  make  all  preparation!?  to  join  your  ship,  and  I  will 
give  you  the  earliest  information  of  an  opfjortuuity  to  do  so* 

The  Augiwtii  will  probably  hmve  to-day,  or  at  least  to-uiorrow  morn- 
ing', and  if  ready  you  can  take  passage  in  her. 

The  Adgrr  is  the  only  steiimer  now  oif  Charleston  not  in  want  of 
coaU  or  1  would  order  her  down  here. 

On  your  arrival  off  Charleston,  yon  will  n^port  to  the  senior  officer 
there. 

Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  st*rvaut. 


Commauder  A. 


S.  Baldwin, 

U,  S.  Ship  Vermcmt, 


¥.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
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Rep(yTt  of  Ai^tma  Master  SherriU^  U*  *S\  Navy^  of  the  aaiUvg  from 
Jvew  York  of  the  U,  S,  hark  B^mi^k. 

U,  S.  Bark  Roebuck^ 

.4^  Sea,  of  Sandy  ITonk.  Angmt  SO,  1863, 
Sifi:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  DepttrtiiierU.  of  the  sailing  of 
the  U.  S.  burk  Rot^uek  this  day,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the 
23d  instant     I  enclose  a  true  list  of  the  officers  and  erew  of  thitj  vessel. 
I  anij  ver}^  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 
Acting  MaMet\  Votnm adding. 
HoTi.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Nauy^  Wroihmgttm^  £>.  i\ 


Report  of  Acting  Mmter  Biwen^,^  U,  S,  Namj^  co^mmanding  U,  S, 
sAij/  Ino^  of  km  arriraf  at  St.  Oeorge^  Bermuda^  and gknng  infor- 
mution  regarding  blockade  7ntn7iers. 

U.  S.  Smr  Lno, 
St.  George^  Bermndu  Idand'S^  August  SO^  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  anuounee  my  arrival  at  this  port  yesterday 
morning,  eoming  to  anchor  at  quarter  past  10. 

I  soon  after  visited  the  American  consul,  from  whom  I  learnetl  that 
there  are  three  steamers  now  lying  in  port,  named  the  Ilarrut  Phehjey^ 
Gladiator  J  and  I%f'bt\  cargoes  on  lx)ard,  that  intend,  without  doubt, 
to  run  the  blockade. 

I  received  an  order  from  the  governor  yesterday  notifying  me  to 

go  to  sea  at  the  expimtion  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  in  obedience  to 

that  order  I  am  now  getting  underway  for  Fort  Royal,  where  1  shall 

transmit  to  Rear-Admiml  Du  Pont  all  the  information  I  have  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F,  Devens, 
Act  hi g  Master ^  ( Von  /ft  a  n  ding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nauy  J  Washington^  D.  V. 


Order  of  Rmr' Admiral  Da  Pont^  IL  S,  Navy,  to  CaMain  I>raytofi^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  to  repair  to  Part  Royal  Ilarhor^  S.  C, ,  jor  conference. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  Aagmf  SI,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  you  will  please  repair  to  this 

port,  as  I  wish  to  consult  you  on  the  propriety  and  feasibility  of 

reducing  the  force  in  Stono  and  in  reference  to  other  matters. 

Respectful  I V,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Admiral* 
Captain  P.  Drayton, 

Senim*  Ojficer^  Stono  [River], 
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Letter  from  Major- Oeneral  Hunter ^  17*  S.  Army,  to  Hmr- Admiral 
I}n  Pont,  U.  S.  Nw^y^  regarding  tht)  ditttxyi^ery  of  a  htmrng  Btewmer 
m  the  Savannah  River. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilt^i  Head.  Port  Royol,  S.  C,  AugmtSl,  1862. 
Admoial:  The  officers  of  the  tmnsport  CoHmopolItan,  just  from 
Fort  Pulaski,  report  that  at  daylight  tliLs  iiiorning  a  large  steamer  was 
discovered  aground  in  the  [ Savannah]  River,  ahoiit  3  inileH  abov*'  the 
fort.  She  was  tired  upon  from  the  fort,  when  boal.s  were  seen  to  k^ave 
her  and  soon  after  she  was  discovered  to  be  on  tire.  The  eaptjiin  of 
the  Ctmnopolitan  feels  confident  that  she  is  the  Nmhinlle,  A  tug  from 
the  foit  had  started  for  her  when  the  Comnop€iit<fn  left,  and  furtlier 
particulars  may  be  ex|>ected  soon, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  adiniml,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  eei-vant, 

D.  Hunter, 

Major-  Oen^raL 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Poht^ 

Cmmnanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sq^nadron, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  (J,  S.  Nwvy^  to  Zteutenant  Phoeiiiw^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  commandimj  IL  S,  S,  Planter^  to  taearchfor  the  Confed- 
erate Steamer  Kate  in  St,  Helena  Sounds  South  Ca^mina, 

FijiGSHip  Wabash, 
P(^4  Royal  HarUr,  S,  C,  September  i,  1862. 
Sir:  Information  has  been  received,  to  which  I  attach  sonie  impor- 
tance, that  the   rebel  steamer  Kot*'  has  entered  St.  Helena  Sound, 
to  conununicate  with  the  railroad,  though  there  i«  nothing  definite  a« 
to  her  locality. 

You  wilK  therefore,  please  proceed  with  the  l^a/iter  to  the  present 
anchorage  of  the  Slundurd  Kmfjrp  and  after  delivering  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Kytinge  an  anchor  and  chain  and  one  month's 
provisions,  intended  for  ner,  you  will  make  a  careful  reconnoissaiice 
of  the  waters  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  receiving  from  Acting  Voionteer 
Lieutenant  Eytinge  such  men  and  jirms  to  aid  you  in  this  as  you  may 
recjuire,  and  obtiiining  f  rom  him  all  information  he  may  be  able  to  give. 
The  Planter,  as  you  are  aware,  is  not  a  formidalde  vessel;  hence  it 
will  he  necessary  for  you  to  use  great  caution  in  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  as  1  don't  wish  to  expose  her  to  any  unnecessary  risk, 

I  recommend  your  availing  yourself  of  information  from  contra- 
bands in  reference  to  the  Juttr, 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr-Adfiiiral, 
Lieutenant  Lloyd  Phoenix^ 

a  S.  S.  Planter,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Sear-Admiral  2>w  Prmt^  U.  S,  2famfj  to  Acting  YohmUer 
Lieutenant  Eutm^  U.  S.  Sary^  eomnumdimff  XT.  S.  9hkp  SAepAerd 
Knapp^  to  aid  the  aeart^hfor  the  Confederate  keamer  Kate. 


B>rt  Reyal  Harb^yr,  S.  C,  Septemher  1,  1862. 
Sib:  Your  commoniGation  of  this  date  has  jost  been  receired. 
Having  received  informatioii  that  the  rebel  steamer  JEo^  is  soroosed 
to  be  in  Uie  waters  of  St  Helena  Sound,  1,  this  momii^,  directea  lieu- 
tenant Phoenix,  of  the  Planter,  to  proceed  thither  and  make  a  careful, 
yet  cautious,  reconnoisaance  of  those  waters*  and  to  call  on  you  for 
any  assistance  he  may  require  in  men  and  boats. 

llie  Planter  takes  up  your  anchor  and  chain  and  one  month's  pro- 
visions for  your  crew. 

I  have,  at  your  request,  appointed  William  [G.]  TomjAdns  an  acting 
master's  mate. 

Respectfully ,  etc.,  S-  F.  Dc  Post, 

Rear-Adm  irah 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  St.  C.  Ettixge, 

JJ.  S,  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  St.  Helena. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  SteUwagen,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita^  to  proceed  to  Pvrt  Royal, 
S.  V.^  for  Uockade  duty. 

Navy  Department,  September  i,  1862. 
Sib:  Proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita^  and 
report  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  for  duty  on  the  squadron  under  his 
conmiand. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  to  Acting  Maeter  Warren,  U.  S.  Nanay, 
commanding  U,  S.  ship  Courier,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal^  S.  C, 

Navy  Defabtment,  September  1, 1862. 
Sib:  Proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  with  the  storeship  Courier  and 
report  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Acting  Master  J.  D.  Wabben, 

CommandAng  U.  S,  Ship  Courier,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenxmt- Commander  Iruxtun,  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  traiismitting  reports  regarding  affairs  at  Cumber- 
land  Island,  Georgia,  Septemher  1-Ji,,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
St,  Andrevfs  Sound,  Georgia^  September  6, 1862. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  at  8: 30  p.  m.  on  the  1st  instant  I 
received  a  message  from  a  Mr.  R.  Stafford,  a  resident  of  Cumberland 
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Island,  suiting  that  Lis  own  nnd  *i  mimf>er  of  stmngc  negroes  who  had 
been  for  some  time  employed  in  Fernandhia  had  returned  and  quar- 
tered thi'mselves  on  his  plantatioo.  A  number  of  them  being  armed, 
t^everal  of  their  minilK'r  ]*y  authoritv  f>f  Colonel  Kich,  t'ommandunt  at 
Fernaiidina  (oue  of  whose  passes  f  enclose),  their  conduct  l)eing  of 
ri(jtous  and  threatening  chamcter,  refusing  to  submit  to  any  control, 
killing  the  cattle  and  nvernurning  the  private  dwelling  with  arms  and 
ehii>s  in  their  hands,  induced  him  to  think  his  life  in  danger  and  to 
retjuet^t  that  inimediate  assistance  might  he  sent  hinu  I  at  once  pro- 
ceeded with  the  steamer  up  Brickhill  Riveras  far  aspos-^ilile,  and  then 
disjiatclied  an  armed  party  under  conunHnd  of  A(  tmg  Masters  West 
ana  8tirnpson.  At  noon  on  the  ^d  instant  1  received  the  enclosed  note 
from  Mr.  West.  At  sunset  Mr.  West  relurned  hy  my  inders,  !»riug- 
ing  with  him  the  nine  negroes  belont]fing  to  Mr.  Stattord  and  said  to  be 
dangerous.  1  placed  them  in  irons,  but  have  since,  attheirown  request 
and  at  the  desire  of  their  master  (who  gives  up  all  claim  to  them), 
reieaijed  thoui  and  placed  them  on  the  ship's  Inioks  as  a  portion  of  her 
crew.  The  marine  guard  was  left  at  tlie  plantation  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Stimpscm  for  Mr.  Stafford's  protection  while  he  made 
arningements  to  take  shelter  on  this  vessel,  m  the  event  of  not  being 
able  to  get  a  permanent  guard  frum  Fernandina. 

On  the  4th,  the  ciiclosed  note  was  received  from  Mr.  Stimpson. 
Being  anxious  to  return  to  my  fonuer  anchoi'a^e  I  sent  Acting  Masters 
West  and  Dennis  w  ith  two  bfmts  and  instrnetions  t<j  affoi'd  Mr,  Staf- 
fi>rd  every  possible  assistance  in  moving  his  ])ortalile  property  and  bis 
own  person  to  this  vessel,  if  be  wished  to  do  so.  Late  in  the  evening 
the  boats  and  marine  guard  letnrne^l,  Mr.  Statford  having  determined 
t(»  renuiin  on  his  plantation.  He  was  very  anxious  for  nu}  to  remove 
all  the  negroes,  wbieh  I  declined  doing,  as  it  would  be  useless,  so  long 
as  others  are  permitted  to  arm  themselves  in  Fernandina  and  given 
pisses  to  Cumberland  Island,  w  here  they  lounge  in  Mr.  Stam>rd-s 
fjonse,  keeping  guard  over  his  movements  and  using  his  property  as 
they  see  proper.  Mr.  Sttjckwell,  who  w^as  .sent  to  Fernandina  by  Act- 
ing Master  htimpson  for  assistance,  w  ith  a  note  of  which  the  enclosed 
is  n  copy,  w (IS  thrown  in  jail  and  detained  there  one  night  and  part  of 
a  day  witbo\it  any  assigned  cause,  nor  was  any  answ^er  sent  to  the 
reoueat  made  by  Mr.  Stunpson, 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  Mr.  E,  E,  Spaulding^  a  resi- 
dent of  Cumberland  Island,  who  had  been  seized  and  carried  off  by  the 
rebel  forces  early  in  July  last^  effected  his  eseajx^  and  came  off  to  claim 
thi' protection  of  our  Hug.  lie  stated  that  his  wife  and  two  young 
children  w^ere  detained  by  the  eneujy,  aiul  earnestly  rei|uested  I  w^ould 
attempt  to  get  them.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant, 
1  hit  Brickhill  River  and  stood  up  the  main  channel  to  within  2  miles 
of  a  picket  station  w here  I  wits  forced  to  anchor,  I  then  sent  Acting 
Master  West  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  ask  for  the  release  of  the  family. 
On  his  approach  to  the  landing,  be  standing  op  at  the  time,  a  sinj^le 
rirte  was  hred  directly  at  him,  though  no  person  wtis  in  sight,  yet  bemg 

t'ltst  clear  of  the  beach,  he  called  out,  '"  What  are  you  tiring  at?"  when 
le  was  replied  to  by  a  volley  of  musketry;  backing  off  about  IW  yards 
from  the  oeach,  he  laid  on  his  oars  when  the  tiring  w^as  renewed,  a 
large  flag  of  truce  flying  m  the  boat  all  the  time.  Mr.  West  then 
returned  t<i  tb*-  ship^  no  ckmage  having  been  done  to  the  boat  or  her 
ci'ew. 
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I  regret  to  say  1  tind  myself  very  much  hampered  among  these  nar- 
row creeks  by  tlie  want  of  proper  boats  and  boat  equipments.     The 
ship  has  not  one  really  good  boat  and  no  boat  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.T.Truxtdn, 
Lwutenatit'  Co  mm  ander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Dtr  Pont, 

Cmadg,  Smith  Atldntic  Bloekdy,  Spmdron^  POrt  Moyal  Ilarbtn\ 

Staffokd's  Plantation,  September  ^^  [1S€2\. 

Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  about  i\  this  morning.  I  found  the  old  gen- 
tleman evidently  very  much  frightened,  and  1  think  with  good  reason. 
I  overhauled  all  the  negro  houses,  and  found  several  guns  and  pistols 
and  a  quantity  of  ammunition.  Statford  p*»inted  out  nine  men  whom 
he  described  as  dangerous.  The  darkies  have  most  of  them  run  away 
to  Fernandina,  and  after  obtaining  tirearms  there,  returned  to  the 
plantation  and  have  done  just  as  they  pleased  ever  since  until  the  old 
man  no  longer  considered  his  life  safe.  1  send  yon  a  permit  which 
one  of  them  had  from  Colonel  Rich,  to  carry  a  gun  to  Cumberland 
Island.  The  old  man  is  afraid  to  remain  without  a  guard,  and  as  the 
property  is  very  valuable,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  remain  here  with  a 
small  party  and  await  your  orders.  1  shall  keep  six  marines  and  &end 
Mr.  Stimpson  back  with  the  rest  and  the  unruly  negroes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   West. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  TeuxTtrN. 

[8ubencJ(Mniri\] 

HEArKj DARTERS,  E^rmmdimu  Fla,,  Jidy^U  186S, 
Guards  will  permit  the  bearer  to  carry  a  gun  to  Cum l>er land  Island. 
By  order  of  Colonel  R.  Rich,  commanding  post: 

Joseph  Noble, 
Acting  Post  Adjutmit, 


Stafford's  Plantation,  Septemher  S,  186^. 

Sir:  The  negroes  on  Mr.  Stafford's  plantation  are  in  a  state  of 

mutiny.     A  part}"  has  been  sent  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Ahhtma  to  his 

assistance;  the  worst  of  the  negroes  arrested  and  sent  on  board  that 

vessel.     I  have  been  left  here  in  charge  of  a  guard  to  protect  the 

Elace;  the  ship  lays  at  some  distance,  and  I  have  orders  to  return  on 
oard  to-morrow.  Mr.  Stafford  wishes  you  would  be  kind  enough  to 
send  him  a  guard  to  protect  his  place,  for  he  fears  as  soon  as  I  leave 
they  will  rise  and  destroy  everything  on  the  place.  He  is  very  old 
and  feeble,  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property  here. 
The  negroids  have  sevenil  times  threatened  Ids  life,  and  hati  even  gone 
so  far  as  to  place  an  armed  ^uard  over  him  to  prevent  his  leaving  the 

Elace.     The  bearer  of  this  is  a  Union  man,  and  I  have  sent  him  that 
e  may  explain  the  state  of  the  case  more  fully  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS,  H.  Stimpson, 
Acttnif  Master^  U.  S.  S.  Al4xbama* 

The  Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  at  Feenandina. 
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Stafford's  Plantation,  Sti^jtf^mber  4^  1862. 
Sih:  I  send  you  this  by  the  eorp€>ral,  a,'^  I  am  unable  to  return.  Mr, 
Stock  well  loft  for  Fernandina  early  yt^sterday  niorning  to  report  the 
state  of  thinf^^s  here  to  the  commanding  officer  there,  and  request  him 
to  send  a  guard  hero  for  the  protection  of  Mr.  Stafford,  He  was  t^ 
have  been  buck  yesterday  noon,  but  has  not  returned  yet*  What  the 
re^ason  is  we  can  not  telk  Mr*  Stafford  is  sick  and  in  a  state  of  great 
anxiety.  He  wants  to  go  to  Fenian  din  a  if  he  can  not  have  a  guard 
here.  He  says  that  a.s  soon  as  wo  leave  the  negroes  will  destroy  every- 
thing here.  If  we  can  not  take  Iiim  to  Fernandina  he  will  ha%'e  to  come 
on  l*oard  the  ship.  He  is  unal^le  to  ride  so  far  and  we  will  bring  him 
down  in  one  of  his  Ijoats,  of  which  he  has  several.  1  shall  reniain  lie  re 
until  I  hear  from  3^ou,  unk^ss  Mr.  Stock  well  returns  with  a  guard  from 
Fernandina.  Everything  is  c|uiet  and  the  raen  all  well, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J*  H.  Stimpson. 
Captain  Tkuxtun, 

r.  S.  S,  Ahlmma. 


P.  S.— Mr.  Stock  well  left  here  with  six  negro  men  in  a  boat,  and  it 
is  not  likely  he  has  been  taken  in  Fernandina,  but  I  think  elsewhere. 
For  Gmfs  sake,  send  a  boat  and  hands  to  take  me  to  that  place,  where 
1  can  be  made  comfortable, 

R.  SxAFFtmo. 

Captiiin  Truxtun, 


Repart  of  Act  I  ft//  Master  Crane,  l\    S*  No/i^y^  ccmimunding  U,  S*  S* 

uneui^^  regarding  ajfairj^  in  St,  John'^s  Iiivei\  Fhfrlda^  September 

1-9,  1862. 

U,  S.  S.  Uncas, 
Mmjport^  September  9,  186S, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  stilting  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Patrooji  arrived 
here  on  the  31st  August.  Upon  the  following  day,  Septemijer  1,  1 
started  up  the  St.  John's  River,  where  I  discovered  a  company  of 
rebels  stationed  at  the  St.  John's  and  Yellow  Bluffs, 

After  killing  and  wcmnding  several  thereof  and  scattering  the  re^st, 
I  returned  to  my  station.  Since  then  I  have  teen  greatly  annovcd  by 
the  divers  l>ands  of  guerrillas  who  are  passing  through  these  uoods 
and  doing  all  sorts  of  mischief.  On  Saturday  night  last  they  attempted 
to  burn  May  port.  They  sncceeded  in  setting  tire  to  one  house,  but 
upon  the  jyuncdiate  discovery  thereof  I  begon  to  shell  the  woods  and 
dispatched  some  of  my  men  to  the  spot  where  the  lire  was.  We  drove 
the  wrpctralors  otl',  having  been  in  due  time  to  put  the  tire  out.  No 
further  damage  was  done  to  the  place. 

Have  been  informed  by  several  respectable  and  trustworthy  persons 
that  Geneml  Finegan,  the  rebel  general  of  Tallahassee,  is  inventing  all 
sort.s  of  plans  by  which  to  capture  our  l)oats  and  hang  us  a^  kidnapers. 
He  has  now  one  large  company  of  artillery,  nuaibering  nearly  100  men, 
stationed  near  bj^  the  railroad,  about  8  miles  from  Jacksonville,  the 
said  conumny  being  commanded  by  Captain  Dunham,  commanding 
port  of  Jacksonville.  Captain  Stephens  company  of  cavaliy  is  also 
stationed  but  H  miles  from  Jacksonville,  and  besides  that  there  isCap- 
tain  Westcott's  band  of  guerrillas,  numbering  120,  and  various  other 
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inferior  Imndo.  General  Fitiegau's  orders  art?  that  whenev^er  we  would 
make  ao  attempt  to  land  in  or  near  said  city  to  fire  upon  us.  In  short, 
I  am  perfectly  satblied  that  the  reljels  in  thij*  vieinity  are  gettinj^ 
Htronger  and  l>older  every  day,  and  1  sinrcrely  tni.st  you  will  u-ive  thi^ 
matter  your  kind  atfention  and  advise  me  how  to  proceed. 

The  bearer  hereof^  J.  Fit-kcisun,  Di*cj.,  will  give  you  jiarticulans  more 
in  full. 

I  am,  s?ir,  your  obedient  ^servant, 

L._  G.  Crake, 
(hmmandimj  tJ^  S,  S*  Vn4XiJt,  Mat/part^  SL  JohiCs  liwfr. 

Aduairal  S.  F.  Du  Pont- 


Report  of  Commander  iSteed?nan^  U,  S,  2fa%*y^  trmimnitUn^  report  of 
the  capture  by  the  U,  S.  iark  RestleM  of  tne  sl<x^  John  Thompnon^ 
September  £,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Paut.  Jones, 
Off  Charleshm  Bar,  Sepfemher  —,  JS6^. 
Sir;  1  herewith  forward  Acting  [Vohmteer]  Lieutenant Counuauding 
Con roy's  report  of  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Jffh/i  ThompBon,  off  Bull's 
Bay,  together  with  the  papei"^  found  on  Vjoard. 

The  vessel  being  too  nmall  to  send  to  some  Noiihern  port,  I  have 
put  a  crew  on  board  (with  the  man  and  boy  captured  in  lier)  in  charge 

of  Acting  Master's  Mate ,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal 

and  report  to  }■  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vei"y  respectful Ivr  t^'tc, 

UHAHI.E8   StEEDMAN, 

Vwnmmider  tind  Senii/r  Officer. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Chmdg,  Smith  Atlantic  Bhrhuling  Sqnadroru  Port  Royal, 

[Entilosure] 

U.  8.  Bark  Restless, 

Of  BuIPii  Bay,  Septemhirr  2,  1S62, 
Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning,  at  6  a,  m,,  a  small  sloop 
was  discovered  coming  out  or  making  for  Price^s  Inlet.     I  immediately 
dispatched  two  armed  bouts  in  conmiiind  of  Acting  Mai?tcr  s  Mates 
Henry  Eiison  iind  .1,  \\' alter  Mackie  in  chai?e. 

The  (iiptain  of  tlie  sloop  tried  very  hard  to  get  away,  but  was 
brought  to  tiv  our  forward  Parrott  ritfe  gun;  the  boats  boarded  her 
and  Ijrought  lier  alongside.  She  proved  to  \m  the  sloop  John  Thomp' 
son  and  has  only  ^  barrels  of  spirits  tui-pentine,  although  the  enclosed 
manifest  has  8  l>arrels. 

The  sloop  wjis  only  maimed  by  her  C4iptain,  Henry  W,  Cushnian, 
and  a  Iwy.  She  is  of  (1  tons  burden  and  not  at  all  seaworthy.  I  send 
you  the  prisoners  by  the  America,  but  the  sloop  1  will  keep  astern  of 
our  ship  until  you  send  a  steiimer,  or  until  the  weather  becomes  more 
settled,  as  1  do  not  deem  it  |>rudent  to  send  her  to  Charlcsttm  to-day* 
Enclosed  I  send  you  the  manifest  and  clearance. 

1  am,  sir,  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Conrot,  ^ 
Acting  Vokmteer  Jjt^utenunt^  C&mmandmg, 

Commander  Chas.  Steedman, 

Commundinff  V,  S.  Sn  Paal  Jm^^s.  Seni</r  Offi^^r  J^rt^ent. 
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O-vde^*  of  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  6\  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lwutenant  Conrc^y^  U>  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  prize  sf^oop  Jokrv 
Tfumipaon, 

YiJ^Qmnv  Wabash, 
BrH  Royid  Ilarhor,  S\  a,  September  S^  186:^. 
Sir:  *     *     *     i  have  also  received  your  report  of  the  capture  of 
the  sloop  John  Tlmmpson^  another  of  the  many  prizew  taken  by  your 
energy  and  vigilance.    As  she  can  not  go  North,  it  would  be  advisabki 
to  have  her  appruiHed.     The  ciirga  ean  be  sent  by  any  coal  schooner 
proceeding  to  New  York  or  Philadelphia  in  ballast. 
Respectfully,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Reur'Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy, 

II  S.  S,  Rentier. 


[Tclegfam.] 


Navy  Department,  September  S^  1S6S, 
Your  order  to  the  Gulf  revoked.    Proceed  without  delay  off  Charles- 
ton, S.  Cm  and  report  to  senior  officer  there.     Take  a  dozen  large  size 
Coast  Survey  maps  of  that  harbor.     Tell  Admiral  Du  Pont  to  send  his 
vesselij  to  Boston  to  repair.     Answer  when  you  can  sail. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Mr.  Wm.  Rogers  Taylor, 

Cmnmmidmg  U,  S.  S,  Uousatonic^ 

Care  of  Cofmrwdore  Montgomery^  Bmton  Nm>y  Yard, 


[Tcleifrain.] 


Navy  Department,  Septemher  J,  1S6S. 
The  greatest  exertion  should  be  made  to  return  Admiral  Du  Pont's 
vessels  to  their  stBtions.     Let  the  F'lambeau  report  off  Charleston  on 
her  way  to  Port  Royal 

Gideon  Welles. 

Eear-Admiml  H.  Paulding, 

Navy  Yard^  Ifmr  Yf^rk. 


^er  of  Rear-AJmiral  Du  Po7it^  [L  S\  Ntiry^  to  Commandeer  Le  Roy^ 
U.  S.  Naify^,  eommandwg  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  Stute,  to  return  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  C 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  September^,  186% 
'Btr:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  by  the  Hope  you  will  return  at  once 
with  the  Keystone  State  to  Port  RoyaL 

Respeetfullv,  your  oljedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  POKT, 
Rear-Admiral^  Chmd^,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqitadron, 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

XI.  S,  S.  Keystone  State. 


SOOTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   8QUABB0N. 

HejHjrf.  nf  Rear'Admiral  Dxi  PanU  V-  S*  JVaift/,  of  the  arrival  of  thM 
U.  S,  S.  Powhatan,  at  Port  Ra^al,  S.  a 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf7rt  Royal  ITarhor,  S.  C  September  S^  1S62, 
Sir:  1  have  tho  honor  t<>  inforni  the  Departaient  of  the  arrival  here 
yesterday  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan^  Captain  S.  W.  Godon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  i?ervant, 

S,  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg.  So%dh  Atl^mtic  Biackading  Sguadrori. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Washmgtmu 


Report  of  Commander  Parroft^    IL    6\  Mx/i^y^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
fL  S.  S\  Augusta  at  Philadelphia  navy  yard  for  r^Hxir^n 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  September  J,  186^. 
Sir:  By  order  of  Rear- Admiral  DuPont,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  arrival  here  to-dav.  for  repairs,  of  the  V\  8.  8,  Angusta^unA^v  m^^ 
command.     We  left  f*ort  Koyal  on  the  "li^ih  ultimo. 

The  Aiojmtn  is  the  he^t  sea  boat  I  have  ever  seen;  is  fast,  and,  hav- 
ing very  little  motion,  the  steadiness  of  her  decks  aids  very  much  the 
accumey  of  her  tire.  I  think  her  well  worthy  of  an  miproved  battery 
and  a  thorooirh  outtit. 

We  assisted  the  Stneea  on  her  way  as  far  as  off  the  capes  of  the  Dela- 
ware, where  she  parted  com  pan  v  with  us  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist 
instant,  bound  to  New  York,     Her  machinery  is  in  want  of  repairs, 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfu  Napy^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mgm't  of  Commander  Ste^rtmn^  K  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  escape  of 
Mockade  nmnersfrmn  Charleston^  S.  C, 

U.  S.  S.  Paul  Jones, 
Of  Charleston  Bar,  September  S,  186S. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  learn  from  the  bov,  John  Katzen- 
berger,  captured  on  boaixl  of  the  sloop,  that  during  last  week  three 
steaniei*s«  viz,  the  Lloyds^  31inlw^  and  Leopard  succeeded  in  getting 
out. 

One  of  these  steamei's  waa  discovered  by  the  Afneriea  and  fired  at 
seveml  time^* 

Herewith  I  transmit  the  report*  of  Acting  Master  J,  Baker,  com- 
mand ino^  the  America^  with  regard  to  the  escape  of  this  steamer,  which 
I  am  led  to  believe  was  the  LetJpard, 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc., 

Charles  Steedman, 
Commander  and  Senior  OJloer, 
Rear-Admiral  8.  F.  Du  Pokt* 


*Not  fotmd. 
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Report  of  Rear'Adniiral  Du  Pont^  IL  8,  JVavy^  oft/w  arrival  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  a,  of  the  Ul  S.  S.JVorwicL 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Emjal  llarhor,  S.  a,  September  ^,  186S. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  infoi-ni  the  Department  that  the  IT.  S.  S. 
^orwicA,  Comiimnder  J.  M.  Duncan,  arrived  here  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  J\^oi^i/^    \Vashi7igton* 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Ponty  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Werde^i^ 

U,   b.   Ifiivy^  commandino  (J*  S*  S,    Conefnaiigh,  to  relieve  Com- 
niajider  Steedinajt,,  IK  S,  Jvai»y,  in  Stono  Hiver^  Souih  Carolina* 

Flagship  Wabash^ 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  J^^  1862, 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  at  Ossabaw  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina  you 
will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Omet/uiuyk^  under  vour  command,  to 
Stono  River  and  relieve  Commander  Charles  Steedman,  of  the  Paid 
Jones^  in  the  command  of  the  blockade  of  those  waters. 
Respectfully,  etc.. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admniral, 
Commander  Reed  Werden, 

U,  S.  S.  Couemaiigh^  Oasahaw, 


^mer  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  U.  S,  lif^avy^  to  Cofumander  ^^f^Pf 
^U,  S.  iVc/t^y,  mmmanding   U.  S.  S*  South  Carolina^  to  proceed  <yf 
Charleston^  S.  C 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  I/arbor,  S.  a,  Septemhe}*  ](.,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  sea  t^ij-morrpw  morning  a,s  early  as 
7  o'clock,  if  you  can  do  so,  in  order  that  you  may  call  off  8tono  Inlet 
and  send  Captain  Dra3"ton  in  to  hies  whip,  or  put  him  on  board  the  buoy 
vessel  off  there  and  reach  the  Charleston  blockading  fleet  before  dark. 
On  your  arrival  off  Charleston  you  will  please  report  yourself  to  the 
senior  officer  for  duty,  delivering' the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Commander 
Steedman* 

Should  your  departure  at  this  earl}"  hour,  instead  of  the  afternoon, 
as  mentioned  in  your  note,  compel  you  to  leave  behind  any  of  your 
supplies,  they  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Powhat^in  or  other  vessel. 

I        Respectfully*  etc., 
S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  J.  Almy, 
U,  S.  S.  Souih  Carolina^ 
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[  IvmetpAll  J  of  alt.    Bj  bar  npen 
to  be  booid  from  Vmam  to  Qoebec^  bot  moMmg  bmi  vi 

J  CiptaiQ  Lftiiiea  (Che  master  of  the 
FinmiB  Laurie}  lo  tbesr  good  ofieee. 

I  hsre  sent  tbe  vea$^t  U»  Philiddphm  under  cba^ge  of  Aiding  Master 
James  P,  LukLoit*  of  the  Pawn^, 

Very  mpectfully,  yoor  obedieot  seir&iiC, 

aF.  DuPon, 

Hon.  OiOEOK  Welles. 

Secrtiary  of  the  Nary^  VTasAin^iam^ 


I  tit  Ae^ng  Tolmste«r  LientaaAMt  Mjtmji^  ^  '^  Vm^y, 


ii.a.4 


U.  S«  Ship  Shkfhebd  Kxafp, 
Si,  Ed^na  Sound,  Sqdanier  4  1S6SS. 

SfE;  I,  this  morning,  a  little  after  dajlig^hU  observed  a  bark  attempt- 
iitg  to  enter  the  Soutb  Edisto*  I  immediately^  manned  and  armed  my 
boats  and  in  person  captured  the  bark  Fannie  Laurie^  under  English 
colors,  with  papers  which  1  enclose  herebv.  Hercaptain  finding  him- 
self stoutlv  pursued^  and  in  shoal  water«  fost  hb  waj  and  she  touched 
OD  a  fiboal^  but  I  shall  get  her  off  at  hi^h  water.  Captain  Lanieu 
delivered  me  hi^s  papers,  and  said  at  first  ne  was  bound  from  Nassau 
to  Quebec,  but  seeing  he  was  attempting  to  enter  a  Southern  port 
with  contraband  cargo,  salt,  wine,  pre^served  vegetables,  chicory,  etc, 
I  told  him  he  must  consider  himself  a  prize  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, taken  by  the  Shepherd  Knajw^  and  I  placed  Acting  Master's 
Mate  G.  P.  St.  John  in  command;  ordered  our  paymaster  to  make  out 
transfer  account^:  of  the  crew  I  put  on  board,  and  took  out  of  her  the 
crew  shipped  at  Nassau.  Having  just  returned  to  thb  ship  from  her,  I 
have  aent  for  the  captain  of  the  l>th2}c<irr  to  tow  her  off  if  we  can  not 
heave  her  off  at  hign  water,  Veasel  and  cargo  worth  $25,(HX>.  Her 
captain  has  confided  to  me  the  fact  that  he  intended  to  run  the  ship  in 
[toj  Charleston,  and  I  enclose  letter  from  shipper  to  Geo.  Hopley  &  Co., 
Charleston,  which  is  incontrovertible  proof.  I  deemed  this  of  import- 
ance enough  to  disptitch  a  boat  inside  with  captain  of  prize  vessel  and 
crew.  The  captain  of  the  Dehiware^  Captain  Faircloth,  has  just  come 
on  !>oard  and  will  proceed  at  high  water  to  get  the  bark  and  tow  her  off 
on  her  way  to  Port  Royal. 

For  Heaven's  sake  :*end  me  the  [K  5.]  ITal^  and  I  will  send  you 
priises  enough.  I  must  shell  out  the  rivers  or  they  will  soon  swann 
with  rcljels. 

Accept,  dear  admiral,  for  yourself  and  Fleet  Captain  Rodgers,  the 
hearty  good  wishes  of 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Eytixge,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  SiiML.  F.  Du  Pont. 

P*  S. — Ai*  I  require  all  my  officers  and  crew,  please,  on  their  delivery 
of  prize  vessel  at  Port  Royal,  send  them  back  to  me.  I  am  light- 
handed  enough  for  an  important  station,  and  I  doubt  not  you  Imvc 
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some  officers  and  men  that  will  he  glad  to  take  ber  home.     My  men 
are  and  have  been  iiu^tnicted  to  a  very  perfect  discipliDe  on  boaVd  my 
ship,  and  I  should  dblike  to  part  witt  them, 
Re  i*pect  fully. 

H,  S,  E. 


I 


Order  of  Eeaf -AdiEif&l  Bu  Font,  U.  S.  Nftvy,  to  Acting  Yoluntoor  Ilentenant  Kytimge^  Ui  S. 
Ha¥7,  commanding  IT.  S,  ahip  ShepKoTd  Knapp,  regarding  rognlationi  goyomiog 
priioB. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf^H  Em/al  Harkyr,  S,  (\^  Septetnher  5^  18&S. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  yesterday  has  been  received,  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  your  prize. 

I  have  looked  over  the  papers,  which  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  con- 
demn her;  but  in  future  captures  all  paper-s  taken  should  be  handed  to 
the  officer  who  is  placed  in  charge  of  the  prize,  so  that  he  nia}-  be  able 
to  swear  that  on  tlelivering  them  to  the  United  States  district  attorney 
thcv  were  all  that  were  found  on  board. 

"f  he  ruIcH  regarding  prizes  are  also  very  strict  as  to  touching  any- 
thing on  board,  as  you  will  perceive  bv  the  accompanying  circular,  a 
t^py  of  which,  perhaps,  you  may  not  &ave  received. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  ^t  John  will  have  to  take  her  north  in  order 
to  testify  as  to  her  capture,  etc.  Captain  Lanieu  must  also  go  in  her. 
Am  soon  as  I  can  spare  you  a  steamer  I  will  do  so,  but  there  are  other 
stations  fully  as  unportantas  St.  Helena,  and  I  can  not  guard  theoi  all, 
besides  it  is  the  business  of  the  Army  to  hold  the  islands;  we  merely 
blockade  the  waters. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Admiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H,  S.  Ettinge, 

U.  S,  S/np  Shepherd  KnapjK 


Boport  of  Bdar-Admiral  Bn  TquI,  V.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  tbe  hoisting  of  tlie  United  Btatei 

^%  over  tho  pHxe, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  a,  September  S,  1S62. 

Sib:  One  of  those  eircumst»inces  which  may  Ijc  magnified  and  made 
the  ground  of  complaint  occurred  on  the  6th  instant,  and  I  deem  it  as 
well  to  inform  the  Department  of  it. 

An  English  bark  was  seized  by  the  boats  of  the  Shepherd  Iutaj>p  oif 
St.  Helena  Sound,  having  attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  and  sent  to 
Port  Royal.  On  approat^ing  the  guard  ship  Dale^  covering  the  health 
officer's  station,  some  2  miles  seaward  of  this  anchorage,  it  was  discov- 
ered she  had  an  American  Hag  hoisted  over  the  English.  The  DaU 
watf  immediately  telegniphed  to  have  the  American  ensign  hauled  down 
and  the  ship  come  up  under  liritish  colors. 

I  immediately  called  upon  the  prize  officer  to  explain  his  action  in 
the  matter.     His  reply  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  acting  volunt-eer  lieutenant  commanding  the  ShepAerd  Knapp 
is  a  zealous  officer,  but  wholly  inexperienced  in  such  matters,  and  erreo, 
Eio  doubt  from  ignomnce. 
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I  shall  addref^a  hiiii  immediat^^ly  on  the  subject,  and  hold  hini  to  a 
strict  responsibility*  I  regi-et  the  cirruni'^tance,  but  the  error  was 
iniJiiediat^^ly  repaired,  a^  the  Department  will  see*  The  captain  of  the 
English  Imrk  yeenis  a.  Frernbuian,  and  appjirently  ugly  in  ni8  temper, 
and  will  doubtless?  make  all  the  trouble  he  can  in  the  matter. 

I  avail  myself  of  thi^  opportunity  to  ask  the  Department  what  its 
viewis  are  in  reference  tcj  this  matter.  No  general  order  has  been 
re<^eived  by  me  on  the  Huhjeet.  The  American  flag  has  gjeneraily  been 
hoisted.  I  think  thi*  flag  of  the  eounti'V  should  }m  retained  until  the 
ship  Ik*  tried  and  condenmed,  and  will  give  the  requisite  order;  but  I 
should  be  plaised  to  know  whether  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  Depart- 
ment's  wishes. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  oliedient  sen*ant^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr-Adnunih  Comd^.  Sfnitk  Atlantic  Blockadijuj  Syumiron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfapy^  Washiiigton^ 

■Kii-]MMire,] 

1'kize  Babk  Fankie  Laurie, 

Pmi  lioyaK  Sept^ml^r  7,  ISeg. 
Sib:  My  reason  for  hoisting  the  Atnerimn  coloi's  over  the  English 
was  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  my  commanding  officer,  who  instructed 
me  to  hoist  the  colors  as  1  did. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  P.  St.  John, 

Aetmg  Master^ s  Mate, 


B«port  of  Acting  VolunteeT  liflntea&nt  Eytiiige,  0,  S.  Mavy,  rdgarding  the  Itoiitiiig  of  tlM 
ITnitod  States  iftg  OT«r  the  prise. 

U,  8.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp, 

SU  Uelemi  Sound,  Sepfemher  10,  1S6S, 
Sm:  Mr.  St.  John,  acting  nia^ter^s  mate,  has  been  grossly  neglectful 
of  my  orders  and  subversive  of  all  propriety. 

Mr,  Hudson  informs  nie  Mr.  St.  John  told  him  he  had  orders  from 
nie  to  set  the  Anieriean  ensign  over  the  British.  No  such  order  ever 
wune  from  me  or  through  my  tiuthority,  and  1  am  amazed  at  Mr,  St. 
tlohn's  stupidity. 

My  orders  were,  if  the  steamer  left  him  outside  the  bar,  or  theDcUe 
hruught  him  t(i,  to  set  the  American  ensign  over  all  at  the  fore  for  pilot, 
and  when  she  rounded  to  under  the  flagship  to  haul  down  the  bark's 
t*olurs  (her  own  ensign)  as  a  matter  of  dererence,  leaving  it  to  the 
adimral  to  send  officers  on  board  to  take  poai^ession. 

•  »  »  «  #  »  * 

Mr.  Triml>le  and  Mr,  Cunningham  both  stood  by  when  I  gave  the 
tinal  orders  to  Mr.  St.  J.  They  thoroughly  undergtood  them,  as  might 
any  man  in  his  senses. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  St.  C.  Eytinoe,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Eear-Admiral  Samctkl  F.  Du  Pont. 
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Order  of  the  Sooretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Bu  Pont  U.  S.  Vayyt  regarding  regu- 
latiom  gOTenLing  the  hoiitlng  of  the  United  Btatea  flag  on  priie  veeieli. 

ISAW  Department,  Septemher  10^  1S6£, 
Sm:  I  have  received  your  coiiimuiiiaition  of  the  8th  instant  in  ref- 
erence to  the  case  of  the  English  bark  Fmmie  Lamie,  captured  l*y  the 
Shepherd  Knajm  and  brought  into  port  with  the  Aiuericnn  flag  hoisted 
over  the  Englisn* 

You  were  correct  in  prompt] j  oi'dering  the  removal  of  the  American 
flag  from  the  position  in  which  it  had  been  placed,  and  indii'ectiug 
that,  on  board  captured  vessels,  the  flag  of  the  country  to  which  thcv 
belonged  should   be   worn  until  their  cases   had   been   adjudicated* 
I  There  would  be  no  impropriety,  however,  in  wearing  the  Auierican 

tlag  at  the  fore,  as  an  indication  of  the  vessel  being,  for  the  time,  in 
charge  of  American  officers,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  adopt 

I  this  practice. 
I  am,  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Namj. 
Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 
Comdg,  South  Athntic  BloekmUng  Squadnm^  Port  Rcryal^  S.  C. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pani^  K  S,  Nam^  to  Oomrnander  Ihm- 
can^  U*  S.  Namf^  mmmandmg  U,  S,  S*  Norwich. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Bai^r,  S.  G*y  Septembers,  1S6B. 

Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior 

'      nli    "      ' 


■     od 

^H        Ck>mmander  J.  M.  Duncan, 


officer  there  for  nlockading  duty 
Respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral, 


I. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  JVmy^  urging  the  need  of 
ironchd^for  the  stre^igthenin^  of  the  Charlestmi  blockade. 


Flagship  Wabash. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  i\,  September  5,  1862, 

Sir:  The  ironclads,  or  mnis,  built  at  Charleston  have  been  described 
to  me  by  intelligent  persons  who  have  seen  them,  as  well  protected  by 
their  arnior,  but  as  not  formidable  for  offensive  ope mtions  against  our 
ships,  in  consequence  of  their  deticieoc}'  in  steam  iK)wer,  it  having  been 
intended  to  place  in  them  engines  taken  from  olu  steamers  belonging 
to  South  Carolina. 

If  it  be  true  that  English  steam  engines  have  been  provided  for 
them,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  Department,  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
urge  upon  it  the  necessity  of  sending  some  ironclad  vessels  of  our  own 
to  render  our  position  ofl'  Charleston  tenable. 

Vessels,  even  imperfectly  covered  with  armor,  emerging  from  the 
protection  of  f ort«  and  always  provided  with  a  place  of  refuge,  would 
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be  comparatively  secure,  while  they  mi^ht  do  great  harm  to  wooden 
ships,  especially  of  the  light  class,  whico  form  the  chief  material  of 
thia  squadron.  If,  by  any  wssibility,  the  blockading  force  off 
Charleston  could  be  desti"oyecr  or  compelled  to  retire,  it  would  piti- 
duce  a  moral  impression  to  our  disadvantage  even  more  disastrous 
than  the  actual  loss  itself.  If  it  be  possible  to  send  the  L^itsldes  tc 
take  up  a  position  off  that  harbor,  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  would  be 
completely  frustrated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Mear-Adnyiral^  Cmfidg.  South  Atlantic  Bl^Mikading  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  i/ts  A^tw^,  Wmhifigiofi. 


Letter  from  MajoT' General  Ilunter^^  If.  S.  Army ^  to  Hmr'Admiral 

Du  Pont.  U.  S  Nam^^  u^yan  hin  yntfidrawal  froin  the  Department  qf  { 

the  South. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 
mUcm  Head,  Pm-t  Royal,  S.  tl,  Septtmher  5,  1862, 

Admiral:  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I  tind  myself  compelled  to 
forego  the  pleasure  of  taking  leave  of  j^ou  in  *^person,  upon  my 
departure  from  this  department.  The  advices  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment which  call  me  uway,  and  which  should  have  arrived  some  time 
since,  only  reached  me  yesterdav,  and  my  movements  are  thus  ren- 
dered so  hurried  as  to  preclude  tlhe  possibility  of  a  parting  calL 

The  intercourse,  botn  social  and  official,  wuich  I  nave  had  the  hap- 
piness to  hold  with  you  since  our  duties  first  brought  us  in  contact 
uas  afforded  nie  such  iinmingled  gmtification^and  has  been  character- 
ized by  such  courtesy  and  so  generous  a  spirit  on  the  part  of  yourself 
and  the  officers  un^er  your  command,  tnat  I  can  not  do  less  than 
express  my  obligations  to  yoo  and  them. 

Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  the  association  so  formed  will  remain 
among  the  pleasante^t  of  my  recollection. 

With  the  warmest  wishes'  for  your  continued  prosperity,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  admiral, 

D»  HUNTEB* 

Major- Genend. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmnmanding  South  Atimitic  Blockading  Squadron* 


Letter  of  achwwledmmnt  fmm  Rmr- Admiral  Du  Poni^  U,  S.  iVitjy, 
to  Major-  &eneral  Hunter ^  £71  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ,,  S.  C.j  September  5^  1869, 
General;  I  have  been  veiy  much  gmtitied  by  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  referring   to  our   relations,  official  and 
social,  since  you  assumed  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South, 
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You  also  kindly  allude  to  the  courteyy  yuu  have  received  from  the 
officers  of  my  coranmnd.  Thi^  I  am  siu'e  would,  under  our  naval  dis- 
cipline and  education,  have  been  awarded  to  any  officer  holding  your 
hi^h  position,  irrespective  of  circuni.stnnces.  But,  genenil,  if  this 
spirit  of  courtesy  has  been  ho  sufficieotly  marked  as  to  draw  your 
especial  notice,  it  is  because  you  have  ehcited  it  by  the  moat  fmnk, 
manlv,  and  generous  apprecuition  of  all  the  eo<;>po  rat  ions  and  aids 
which  this  squadron  has  nad  occasion  to  give  to  the  Army,  limited  as 
our  opportunities  for  such  cooperation  have  heen,  as  well  as  by  the 
great  kindness  and  cordiality  which  has  *ilways  been  shown  in  3'our 
reception  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  whether  on  or  off  duty. 

I  thank  you  for  this  acknowledguient,  the  more  so  that  it  has  not 
always  been  a  chai-acteristic  elsewhere  of  the  joint  ojximtious  of  the 
two  services. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  passage  and  a  sphere  commensurate  with  your 
fearless  and  patriotic  devotion  in  this  contest, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general*  verv  respectfully,  etc.j 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Admiral* 

Major-General  D.  Hukter, 

CoTiimanding  Department  of  the  South* 


\ 

¥ 


%€port  of  Hear-Admiral  Iht  Pont^  U,  S.  Nimryy  of  the  arrmal  of  the 
u,  S.  S.  Canandaioua  at  P&rt  Moijal^  S,  (7,,  loith  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  8.  Adtrondaeh* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Septembers,  186^. 
Sib;  The  Can^ndaig^mi  has  just  arrived,  bringing  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Adironduek,  except  5,  who  deserted  to  the  wreckers* 

The  mail  is  about  closing  ancl  I  have  only  time  tostiite  that  at  niffht, 
after  Captain  Ghmsevoort  had  landed  his  men,  the  wreckers,  with  a 
spirit  totally  at  variance  with  their  ordinary  conduct,  destroyed  the  ves- 
sel by  tire.  Wreckei-s  usually  strive  to  save  property,  and  their  action 
in  this  case  proves  what  has  been  ascertained  from  other  sources,  viz, 
that  the  fishermen,  light-house  keepers,  and  w reciters  on  the  Bahamas 
are  in  some  way  in  the  employ  of  the  rebels. 

Captain  Granscvoort  destroyed  all  bis  large  guns  except  the  Xl-inch, 
which  were  thrown  overboard  and  >)uoyed. 

I  will  send  a  detailed  report  in  writing  from  him  by  the  next  mail. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  JPbnt^  U*  S.  Naiyy^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
IL  S.  S.  Pawhatiin,  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Brrt  Rof/af  Ilarhor,  S.  C,  Se//teniber  3.  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Departoient  of  the  arrival  here 
yesterday  of  the  LJ.  S.  S.  I^ow/idUi/i^  Captain  S*  W,  Godon. 
Very  respectfully,  3^ our  obedient  sei^ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Comdg*  South  Atlantic  Bhekadmg  Sguadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret^iry  of  the  Navy^  Washingt>on. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrot t^    I/.    S\   J^faiy^  of  the  arriml  of  the 
U*  S.  S*  Augusta  of  Philad<iph!a  navy  yard  for  r^airae, 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard.  Philadelphia,  September  3^  1S62. 
Sir:  By  order  of  Rear-Admiml  Du  Pont,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  urrival  here  to-day,  for  repairs,  of  the  V ,  S.  S.  Ato/mta,  under  my 
command.     We  left  Port  Royal  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

The  Auyoi^fo  is  the  best  sea  fjout  I  have  ever  seen;  \s  fast,  and,  hav- 
injyf  very  little  motion,  the  steadiness  of  her  decks  aids  very  much  the 
accuracy  of  her  tire.  I  think  her  well  worthy  of  an  improved  battery 
and  a  thorough  outtit. 

We  assisted  the  Srntva  on  her  way  as  far  as  off  the  capes  of  the  Dehi- 
ware,  where  she  parted  company  with  us  on  the  evening  of  the   1st 
instant,  Ixmnd  to  New  York.     Her  machinery  is  in  want  of  repairs. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G,  Parroot, 

Conmiander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tjie  Navy,,  Washington,,!),  i\ 


Re^rt  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S*  Navy^  regardrng  the 
blockade  rufinersfroin  Charleston^  S.  C 


»/ 


U,  S.  S,  Paul  Jones, 
Of  Charleston  Bar,  Sejjt^mher  S,  ISSX. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  learn  from  the  boy,  John  Katzen- 
berger.  captured  on  toarclof  the  sloop,  that  during  last  week  three 
steamers,  viz,  the  LUi^yds^  Minfio^  and  Leopard  succeeded  io  getting 
out. 

One  of  these  steamers  was  discovei'ed  by  the  America  and  fired  at 
several  times. 

Herewith  1  tmnamit  the  report*  of  Acting  Master  J.  Baker,  com- 
manding the  Aoierica,  w4th  regard  to  the  escape  of  this  steamer,  which 
1  am  leu  t4>  believe  was  the  Leopard, 


I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  etc.. 


Roar-Adminil  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Charles  Steedman, 
Cmnmander  and  Senior  Officer. 


*Not  found. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADmO    8QUADB0N. 


305 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  I>u  Pont,  LL  K  iVa?v/,  of  the  arrival  at  Fort 
Boyal,  S:  C,  of  the  If.  S,  S.,  Nonei^L 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Moyal  Harbor,  S.  C.^  September  i,  1S6^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S,  S, 
A^ormch^  Commander  rl.  M.  Duncan,  arrived  here  this  morning. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  seiTantj 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Hear- Admiral^  Vomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Washingt'On* 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pontj  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Werden^ 

U.    S,  Nanyy  commandlna  d.  S,  S*    Conemaxigh^  to  relieve  Com- 
inxmder  Stemman^  IL  S.  JVapy^  in  Stono  Biver,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor^  S,  <7.,  Septe^nher  4,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  at  Ossabaw  of  the  U,  S.  bark  Ferna7idina  you 
will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Conemaygh^  under  your  command,  to 
Stono  River  and  relieve  Commander  CharlcH  Steedman,  of  the  Paul 
Jones,  in  the  command  of  the  blockade  of  those  waters. 
Respectfully,  et^., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Bea^r- Admiral, 
Commander  Reed  Werden, 

U.  S*  S,  Vonemaugh^  (hsahaiD, 


f  ig/*  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U*  S.  JVavy^  to  Commander  Almy, 

K  S*  Nimy^  omnmanding   U.  S,  S,  South  Carolina^  to  proceed'  Oj 
ChoHeston,  S.  a 

Flaoshtp  Wabash 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  I,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  to  sea  to*niorrpw  morning  as  early  as 
7  o'clock,  if  you  can  do  so,  in  order  that  you  may  call  off  Stono  Inlet 
and  send  Captain  Drayton  in  to  his  ship,  or  put  him  on  l>oard  the  buoy 
vessel  off  there  and  reach  the  Charleston  blockading  fleet  before  dark. 
On  your  arrival  off'  Charleston  you  will  please  report  yourself  to  the 
senior  officer  for  duty,  delivering  the  enclosed  disjmtch  to  Commander 
Steed  man. 

Should  your  departure  at  this  early  hour,  instead  of  the  aft-ernoon, 
as  mentioned  in  your  note,  cooipel   vou  to  leave  behind  any  of  your 
supplies,  they  will  be  forwarded  by  toe  Powhatan  or  other  vesseL 
Respectfully,  etc*, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Bear'AdiniraL 
Commander  J.  J.  Almt, 

U,  S.  S>  South  Carolina. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dii  P&nt^  U.  S.  iVfl  ?w,  to  Camviand'er  Steed- 
man  J  K  ^S'.  Mtui/^  commanding  tT*  S*  &\  Paid  Jones^  to  jyroceed  to 
Ston4)  Inlety  Soidh  Carolina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pnrt  liotjal  Ilarhor,  S,  a,  September  i,  186^. 
Sie:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  to  Stone  Inlet 
and  relieve  Captain  P.  Dniytoii  in  eharffe  of  that  important  .station, 
receiving  from  hioi  such  information  as  his  experience  will  enable  him 
to  give. 

It  is  not  mv  intention  to  withdraw  you  from  the  charge  of  the 
Brunswick  waters,  as  had  been  arranged,  bat  it  is  important  that  the 
Ihwnee  should  be  enabled  to  get  out  of  Stono  by  the  pending  spring 
tides.  Orders  will  be  dis|>atcbed  to  the  Conemaugh  to  relieve  you  a^ 
soon  a«  the  Fentandhui  reaches  Ossabaw. 

Captain  Drayton  will  furnish  you  with  coal  to  enable  you  to  wait  for 
your  relief  and  reach  this  port  for  supplies  and  repairs  before  going 
to  Stp  Simon's, 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Commander  C,  Steedman, 

D,  S,  &  Pafd  Jon^s^  off  Charleston. 


Ordef  of  Rmr- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Nmy^  to  Captain  Drayton^ 
JT.  S  Nft'Vt/^  eommanding  TL  S.  S.  Pawnee,  tran-^ferring  the  com- 
mand at  Stono  Inhty  South  VaroUna. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rot/id  Ilaj^yr,  8.  C,  Septemf/er  4,  1869, 
Sm:  On  the  arrival  of  the  /*(////  Jonen,  Coininander  Steedman,  at 
Stono,  vou  will  transfer  tf*  that  otKeer  the  charge  of  those  waters^  giv- 
ing sucIj  infoitnation  as  your  long  and  valuable  experience  there  will 
enable  vou  to  furnish. 

You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  most  favorable  condition  of  the  tides 
to  cross  the  Stono  Bar  and  repair  to  Port  Royal  with  the  Pawnee. 

If  the  Ottmm  can  tind  her  own  way  home  without  a  tow  you  can 
dispatc^h  her  at  once  to  New  York;  if  not  fit  to  do  so,  I  will  procure  a 
steamer  to  take  her  north  as  soon  as  possible.     In  the  meantime  she 
can  make  all  preparations. 
Re^spectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr'Admiral. 
Captain  P.  Diuyton, 

U,  S,  S.  Pawnee^  Senior  Ojfirer^  Stmio, 


Order  of  Reftr-Admirfd  I)u  Pont,  U*  S.  Na^vy^  to  Captmn  CMkmf 
U,  S,  Namj^  commandinff  U.  S*  S.  P&whatan^  to  assutne  commmia 
of  the  blockade  off  Ck^rUs ton,  S,  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pi^rt  Royal  Ihrlxn\  S,  CI,  S.ptrmher  J^,  1869. 
Sir:  As  scx)n  as  you  are  ready  you  will  please  proceed  with  the  Pow- 
hatan under  your  command  off  Charleston  and  take  charge  of  the 
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blockade  of  that  port,  receiviu^  from  tlie  senior  officer,  whom  3^ou  will 
relieve,  such  information  as  ho  may  have  to  give. 

Your  own  experience  in  ^^our  previous  eooinmnd  off  that  statioo  ren- 
ders it  unnecessary  to  ^ive  you  very  minut€i  instructions. 

The  efforts  to  run  the  btot*kade,  I  re^et  to  Bay,  are  increasing  with 
new  and  faster  vesscLs,  and  within  a  short  time  with  some  success.  I 
recommend  your  doinj^:  all  in  your  power  to  check  them,  and  I  will 
increase  your  force  an  nipidly  as  I  can. 

You  will  please  exen'isi^  your  best  judgment  in  permitting  vessels 
to  come  to  Port  Royal  for  coal,  provisions,  or  repairs. 

I  am  aware  that  this  blockading  duty  is  very  exhausting  and  tedious, 
hut  I  depend  upon  the  zeal  of  the  officers  to  endure  its  hardships  with 
their  accustomed  energy. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Jiear-Admiral, ' 
Captain  S.  \V.  Godon, 

K  S\  S*  Powhatan,  Port  Royal. 


'  of  Rmr- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  U.  S*  N<my^  toActmg  MoBterMmm^ 
IT,  S\  iVfltiw,  comnmnding  U.  S:  hark  Fernandina^  to  proceed  to  Osm- 
haio  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P&rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  a,  Septemf>er  4,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  oo  the  receipt  of  this  order^  with  the 
hark  Feniandina  undei"  your  command  to  Ossabaw  and  report  to  the 
senior  officer  present  for  blockading  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr'AdmiraL 
Acting  Master  E,  MosBs, 

Cammandina  U.  S.  Bark  Fermi ndimu 


Ca^ure  of  the  Brithh  hirk  Fannie  Laurie  hj  the  IT*  S.  skip  Shmherd 
Mkapp\  off  &mth  Ediifto  River ^  South  Carolina,  September  J^,  186S. 

Beport  of  Eear- Admiral  Dn  Font,  11.  S.  Navy. 

Flaoship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Jfarln/r^  S.  C*^  September  9^  186'^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Deimrtnient  that  the  Shepherd 
Kmipp^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C^mmanding^lL  S.  Ey tinge,  cap- 
tured on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  the  bark  Fannie  Laurie^  under 
English  colors. 

The  Shepherd  Knapp  guards  tlie  waters  of  8t.  Helena  Hound,  and 
on  the  morning  just  mentioned,  a  little  after  davlight,  ofjserved  the 
hark  attempting  to  enter  Stmth  Etlisto.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
£ytinge  inirncdiately  manned  his  boat  and  chafed,  and  the  bark,  perhaps 
^locidentally,  got  aground.  She  was  taken  possession  of  by  Captain 
Evtinge  and  sent  round  to  this  port  under  the  cnargc  of  Acting  Master's 
MateG.  P,  St  John. 
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The  cargo  consists  principally  of  salt  By  her  papers  she  ourported 
to  be  lioiind  from  Nassau  to  Quebec,  but  among  them  was  a  letter  to  a 
house  in  Charleston,  commending  Captain  Lanieu  (the  master  of  the 
F'annie  Laiu'te)  to  their  good  offices. 

I  have  sent  the  veHscl  to  Philadelphia  undercharge  of  Acting  Master 
James  P*  Lindsay,  of  the  J*awne<^, 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Bear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  £lockadin^  IStiuadrotu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navij^  Waakmgtotu 


Raport  of  Acting  Voltinteer  LlenUnant  Ijtliige,  U.  S.  Ktvy,  eomnwiiiding  U.  8.  thlp  Shep- 

kerd  Kuspp, 

U,  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp, 

St.  Ilehna  Sound j  September  ^,  186 2, 

Sir:  I,  this  morning,  a  little  after  daylight,  observed  a  bark  attempt- 
ing to  enter  the  South  Fidisto.  I  imniediatelj^  manned  and  armed  my 
boats  and  in  person  captured  the  bark  Fannie  TMurie,  under  English 
colors,  with  papers  which  1  enclose  hereby.  Her  captain  tindingnim' 
self  stoutly  pursued,  and  in  shoal  water,  lost  his  way  and  she  touched 
on  a  shoal,  but  I  shall  get  her  off  at  high  water*  Captain  Ijanieu 
delivered  mc  his  papers,  and  said  at  first  he  was  bound  from  Nassau 
to  Quebec,  but  seeing  he  was  attempting  to  enter  a  Southern  port 
with  contraband  cargo,  salt,  wine,  preserved  vegetables,  chicory,  etc., 
I  told  him  he  must  consider  himself  a  prize  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
erument,  taken  by  the  Shepherd  Knapp^  and  I  placed  Acting  Master^s 
Mate  G.  P,  St*  John  in  command;  ordered  our  paymaster  to  make  out 
transfer  accounts  of  the  crew  1  put  on  board,  and  took  out  of  her  the 
crew  shipped  at  Nassau,  Having  Just  returned  to  this  ship  from  her,  I 
have  sent  for  the  captain  of  the  Vdrntofe  to  tow  her  off  if  we  can  not 
heave  her  off  at  high  water.  Vessel  and  cargo  w^orth  $25,000.  Her 
captain  has  confided  to  me  the  fact  that  he  intended  to  run  the  ship  in 
[to]  Charleston,  and  I  enclose  letter  from  shipper  to  Geo.  Hopley  «&  Co., 
Charleston,  which  is  incontrovertible  proof.  I  deemed  this  of  im[xjrt- 
ance  enough  to  dispatch  a  boat  inside  with  captain  of  prize  vessel  and 
crew.  The  captain  of  the  Delarf^art^^  Captain  Faircloth,  ha,*^  just  come 
on  board  and  will  proceed  at  high  water  to  get  the  bark  and  tow  her  off 
on  her  vfiij  to  Port  Royal, 

For  Heaven's  sake  ^end  me  the  [E.  BS\  ITale  and  I  will  send  you 
prizes  enough.  I  must  shell  out  the  rivers  or  they  wilt  soon  swarm 
with  rebels. 

Accept,  dear  adminil,  for  yourself  and  Fleet  Captain  Rodgers,  the 
hearty  good  wishes  uf 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H,  a  Eytinge,  U,  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  Saml.  F.  Dtr  Pont, 

P.  S.^ — As  I  require  all  my  officers  and  crew,  please,  on  their  delivery 
of  prize  vessel  at  Port  Royal,  send  them  back  to  me,  I  am  light- 
handed  enough  for  an  important  station,  and  I  doubt  not  you  have 
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some  officers  and  men  thtit  will  be  glad  to  take  her  home.     My  men 
are  and  have  been  instructed  to  a  very  perfect  discipline  on  board  m^' 
ship,  and  I  should  di.slike  to  part  witt  them. 
Respectfully, 


Order  of  Bear'Admlral  Bq  Font,  V.  B.  Kavy,  to  Acttng  Volnnteer  Lientenaiit  ETtinge,  17,  S. 
IX^rf,  commamdisg  tl,  S.  itiip  Skepherd  Snafp,  regarding  regnlationi  goTersing 
prUei. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf/ft  R(ryal  Harbor ^  6\  C,  Septemher  S,  1862. 
Sir:  Tour  communication  of  ^^esterday  has  been  received,  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  your  prize. 

I  have  looked  over  the  papers,  which  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  con- 
demn her;  hut  in  future  captures  all  papers  taken  should  be  handed  to 
the  officer  who  is  placed  in  charge  of  the  pri^e,  so  that  he  may  be  able 
to  swear  that  on  delivering  them  to  the  United  States  district  attorney 
they  were  all  that  were  found  on  board. 

The  rules  regarding  prizes  are  al^*o  very  strict  as  to  touching  any- 
thing on  board,  as  you  will  perceive  by  tfie  accompanying  circularj  a 
copy  of  which,  f>erhaps.  yon  may  not  have  received. 

Acting  Master'is  Mate  i^t.  John  will  have  to  take  her  north  in  order 
to  testify  as  to  her  capture^  etc.  Captain  Lanieu  must  also  go  in  her. 
As  soon  as  I  can  spare  yon  a  steamer  I  will  do  so,  but  there  are  other 
stations  full}^  as  imiwrtant  a*:*  St.  Helena,  and  I  can  not  guard  them  all, 
besides  it  is  the  business  of  the  Army  to  hold  the  islands;  we  merely 
blockade  the  waters. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

liear- Admiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  S*  Ettinge, 

IL  S.  Sh  ip  Shepherd  Knapp. 


Beport  of  Eear-Admira]  Bti  Pont,  XT.  S.  Nayy,  regarding  Uie  hoiating  of  Uie  Uoited  Slates 

flag  over  the  prise. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  O.,  Septembers,  lSe£. 

Sir:  One  of  those  circumstances  which  may  be  magnified  and  made 
the  ground  of  complaint  occurred  on  the  6th  instant,  and  I  deem  it  as 
well  to  inform  the  Depaiiment  of  it. 

An  English  bark  was  seized  by  the  boats  of  the  Shepherd  Knajp  off 
St.  Helena  Sound,  having  attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  and  sent  to 
Port  Royal.  On  approacning  the  guard  ship  Dah\  covering  the  health 
officer's  Htation,  some  ^  miles  seaward  of  this  anchorage,  it  was  discov* 
ered  she  had  an  American  flag  hoisted  over  the  English.  The  Dtde 
was  immediately  telegraphed  to  have  the  American  ensign  hauled  down 
and  the  ship  come  up  under  British  colors. 

I  inmiediately  called  upon  the  prize  officer  to  explain  his  action  ia 
the  matter.     His  reply  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  acting  volunteer  lieutenant  commanding  the  Shepfierd  Knapp 
is  a  zealous  officer,  but  wholly  inexperienced  in  such  matters,  and  erreo, 
no  doubt  from  ignorance. 
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I  shall  addresH  him  immediately  on  the  8iibjeet,  and  hold  him  to  a 
strict  responsibility,  I  regret  the  cireimistanco,  hut  the  error  was 
immediately  repaired,  as  the  Deimrtmen twill  see.  The  ouptain  of  the 
English  bark  seems  a  Frencbnian,  and  apparently  ugly  in  ills  temper, 
aodwill  doubtless  make  all  the  trouble  he  can  in  the  matter. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  t>p|K)rtLmity  tcj  Jisk  the  Department  what  its 
views  arc  in  reference  to  this  matter.  Nu  general  order  has  been 
received  by  me  on  the  subject.  The  American  flag  has  generally  been 
hoisted.  1  think  the  flag  of  the  country  should  be  retained  until  the 
ship  Ijc  tried  and  condenined,  and  will  t^ive  the  requisite  order;  but  I 
should  I>e  plea-sed  to  know  whether  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  Depart- 
ment's wishes. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg,  Smith  Atlmitie Blockading  Sfjuadrofu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  aft  he  Navy,  WfMhiugUm, 

[£Qclo(iure.] 

Prize  Bark  Fannie  Laurie, 
Port  Hofjal,  September  7,  18€i, 
Sm:  My  reason  for  hokiting  the  American  colors  over  the  English 
was  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  my  commanding  otiicer,  who  instructed 
me  to  hoist  the  colors  as  I  did. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  res|K*ct,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

G,  P.  St.  Johk, 

Actimj  Master's  Mate, 


Report  of  Acting  Voliimtfler  Liemtenaat  lytingo,  U.  i.  llft¥7t  regarding  tlie  hoiiting  of  the 
United  State  I  flag  over  the  priie^ 

U.  S.  Ship  Shepueed  Knapp, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  Septmnher  10,  1862, 
Sir:  Mr.  St.  John,  acting  master's  mate,  has  been  gi-ossly  neglectful 
of  my  orders  and  subversive  of  all  propriety. 

Mr.  Hudson  inforuis  me  JVIr.  St»  John  told  hmi  he  had  orders  from 
me  to  set  the  Amerii*an  ensign  over  the  British.  No  such  order  ever 
c^me  froDi  me  or  through  my  authority,  and  I  am  amazed  at  Mr.  St. 
John's  stupidity. 

^ij  orders  were,  if  the  steamer  left  him  outside  the  bar,  or  thei>a^ 
brought  him  to,  to  set  the  American  ensign  over  all  at  the  fore  for  pilot, 
arid  when  she  rounded  to  under  the  tlagship  to  haul  down  the  bark's 
colors  (her  own  ensign)  as  a  matter  ot  deference,  leaving  it  to  the 
admiral  to  send  otficers  on  board  to  take  possession, 

»  »  #  «  #  #  • 

Mr.  Trimble  and  Mr,  Cuoui ogham  Ixith  stood  by  when  I  gave  the 
fioal  orders  to  Mr,  St.  J.  They  thoroughly  understood  them,  as  might 
any  man  in  his  senses. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  St,  C.  Eytinge,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  Samuihl  F.  Du  Pont, 
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Ord«r  of  the  ^oreUry  of  ths  Havy  to  Bear*Admirftl  Bm  Font,  IT.  8,  Havy,  regarding  roga- 
lationi  gaveniing  the  hoitting  of  the  United  8tatee  flag  on  prise  veeiela. 

Navy  Department,  Septemher  10^  1862, 
Sik:  I  have  received  jour  comniuoication  of  the  8th  instant  in  ref- 
erence to  the  cA8e  of  the  En^Ii^h  bark  I\ifui!e  Laurie,  captured  by  the 
Sheph^erd'  Knapp  and  brought  into  port  with  the  American  flag  hoisted 
over  the  English, 

You  were  correct  in  promptly  ordering  the  removal  of  the  American 
flag  from  the  position  in  which  it  had  been  placed,  and  in  directing 
that,  on  board  tmptured  vessels,  the  flag  of  the  countiy  to  whith  they 
helooged  should  be  worn  until  their  cases  had  been  adjudie4it4?cl* 
There  would  be  no  impropriety,  however,  in  wearing  the  American 
flag  at  the  fore,  ay  an  indication  <»f  the  ve.ssol  being,  for  the  time,  in 
charge  of  American  officers,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  adopt 
tills  practice, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nm^y. 
Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comd^.  South  Atlantic  Bhckadiny  Squadron  ^  Part  Hoy al^  S,  CI 


(h*der  of  Hear-.  4.dmiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S*  Nmy^  to  Cmnmander  Dun-- 
can^  U,  S.  Jfim/,  commanding  U,  S.  S,  Norwich, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  lioyal  Harbor,  S.  C.^  Septembers,  1862, 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior 
officer  there  for  blockaQiug  duty. 


Kespectfully,  etc. 


Commander  J.  M.  Duncan, 

I\  S,  S.  NonokL 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  AdmiraL 


Report  o/  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  K  S,  Nimy^  urgim  tlie  n^'  of 
ironclads  for  the  8trengthe7iin^  of  the  Charleston  blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royalllarbor,  S,  (\,  Srpi^mhei^ 5,  1862. 

Sir:  The  ironclads,  or  rams,  built  at  Charleston  luive  been  described 
to  me  by  intelligent  persf3ns  who  have  seen  them,  as  well  protected  l>y 
their  armor,  but  as  not  formidable  for  offensive  opemtious  against  our 
ships,  in  consequence  of  their  deticieney  in  steam  power,  it  having  been 
intended  to  place  in  them  engines  taken  from  old  steamers  belonging 
to  South  Carolina. 

If  it  be  true  that  English  steam  engines  have  been  provided  for 
them,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  Department,  it  becomes  mv  duty  to 
urge  upon  it  the  neceasitv  of  sending  some  ironclad  vessels  of  our  own 
to  render  our  position  oft  Charleston  tenable. 

Vessels,  even  imperfectly  covered  with  armor,  emerging  from  the 
protection  of  foils  and  always  provided  with  a  place  of  refuge,  would 
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be  comparatively  secure,  while  they  mi^ht  do  great  barm  to  wooden 
ships,  especially  of  the  light  class/whicn  form  the  chief  material  of 
this  squadron.  If,  by  any  possibility,  the  blockading  force  off 
Charleston  could  be  destroyecf  or  compelled  to  retire,  it  would  pro- 
duce a  moral  impression  to  our  disadvantage  even  more  disastrous 
than  the  actual  loss  itself.  If  it  be  possible  to  send  the  Iro7\mdm  tc 
take  up  a  position  off  that  harbor,  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  would  be 
completely  frustrated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Mear-Adwiiral^  Cmndgn  South  Atiantic  Blockading  Squadrmu 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/  of  the  Miin/^   Washington, 


Letter  fy'om  Major- Oeneml  Ilmittfr,  U.  S.  Army ^  to  Re^r- Admiral 

Du  Pont.  U,  S  Nwvy^  upon  hia  withdrawal  from  the  Department  of 

the  South. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 
Ililion  Head,  IWi  Royal,  S.  a,  September  5 ^  1862. 

Admiral:  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  1  tind  myself  compelled  to 
forego  the  pleasure  of  ttiking  leave  of  you  in  person,  upon  my 
departure  from  this  department.  The  advices  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment which  ciiU  me  away,  aiid  which  should  have  arrived  some  time 
since,  only  reached  me  yesterday,  and  my  movements  are  thus  ren- 
derea  so  6urried  as  to  preclude  trie  possibility  of  a  parting  call. 

The  intercourse,  botli  social  and  official,  wtich  I  nave  had  the  hap- 
piness to  bold  with  you  since  our  duties  first  brought  us  in  contact 
nas  afforded  me  such  unniingled  gratification,  and  has  been  chameter- 
ized  by  such  courtesv  and  so  generous  a  spirit  on  the  part  of  yourself 
and  t&e  officers  under  your  conmmnd,  tliat  I  can  not  do  less  than 
express  my  obligations  to  you  and  them. 

Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  the  association  so  formed  will  remain 
among  the  pleasautest  of  my  recollection. 

With  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  continued  prosperity,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  admiral, 

D.  Hunter. 

Major-  (/eneral. 

Rear- Admiral  S*  F.  Du  Pont, 

Communding  South  Atlantic  Bl-ockading  Sipmdron. 


L^ter  of  acknoicledgment  frmn  Bmr- Admiral  Du  Poniy  Z7I  S.  Navy^ 
to  Major- Gmeral  Hunter^  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbtyr^  S,  C,  September  5,  1862. 
General:  I  have  been  very  much  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  referring   to  our   rektions,  official  and 
social,  since  you  assumed  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South. 
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You  also  kiodlj  allude  to  the  courtesy  you  have  received  from  the 
officers  of  my  comniaiid.  This  I  am  sure  would,  under  our  naval  db- 
cipliae  and  education,  have  been  awarded  to  any  officer  holding  your 
hi^h  position,  irrespective  of  circumstances.  But,  general,  if  this 
spirit  of  courtesy  has  been  so  sufficiently  marked  as  to  draw  your 
especial  notice,  it  is  because  you  have  elicited  it  by  the  most  frank, 
manly,  and  generous  appreeiation  of  all  the  cooperations  and  aids 
whicn  this  squadron  has  oad  occasion  to  give  to  the  Aimy,  limited  as 
our  opportunities  for  such  cooperation  have  ^leen,  as  well  as  by  the 
great  kindness  and  cordiality  which  has  always  been  shown  in  3'our 
reoeptioQ  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  whether  on  or  off  duty. 

I  thank  yon  for  this  acknowledgment,  the  more  so  that  it  has  not 
always  been  a  characteristic  else^vhere  of  the  joint  operations  of  the 
two  services. 

Wishing  von  a  safe  passage  and  a  sphere  commensui'ate  with  your 
fearless  and  patriotic  devotion  in  this  contest, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Dl  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Cmnmanding  DejHzrtmefit  of  the  jSoiUk. 


ieport  of  Sear- Admiral  I>u  Pmit^  U.  S.  Niwy^  of  the  arrivdl  of  the 
U,  S.  S.  Canandawua  at  Port  Pai/al^  S*  C' ,  mth  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Actlrondaeh* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harfm^,  S.  C, ,  Septemher  5,  1861^. 
Sir:  The  Caruindaigua  has  just  arrived,  bringing  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Adirondack^  except  5,  who  deserted  to  the  wreckei-s. 

The  mail  is  al>out  closing  and  I  have  only  time  to  state  that  at  night, 
after  Captain  Gunsevoort  had  landed  liis  men,  the  wreckers,  wim  a 
spirit  totally  at  variance  with  their  ordinary  conduct,  destroyed  the  ves* 
sel  by  tire*  Wreckei^s  usually  strive  to  save  property,  and  their  action 
in  this  case  proves  what  has  been  ascertainea  from  other  sources,  viz, 
that  the  fishermen,  Hght-hous©  keepers,  and  wreciera  on  the  Bahamas 
are  in  some  way  in  the  employ  of  the  rebels. 

Captain  Gansevoort  destroyed  all  his  large  guns  except  the  Xl-inch, 
which  were  thrown  overboard  and  buoyed. 
I  will  send  a  detailed  repoit  in  writing  from  him  by  the  next  mail* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 
Rear-Admhi/ral^  Comdg.  South  AH^intic  BhcJca<Ung  Sr/uadro'n, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/  of  tfie  Naiy^  Wa^hin^ton, 


*For  loss  of  the  Adiro9id4i€kf  eee  Series  I^  Volume  1^  pp.  419-428. 
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Ord^  of  the  Seereturu  of  the  Jfavy  to  Zieut'enant-  Comnumier  Pender-  ^ 
grast^  U.  8.  Jnfvi/,  commanding  If*  S*  S.  Wetter  Witch. 

Navy  Department,  Septanhei'  €,  186S. 
Stb:  Proceed  with  the  U.  a  S.  Water  Witch  \jq  Port  Royal,  S.  C," 
and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under 
bis  command. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  st^rvaiit, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Austin  Pendergrast, 

CmwmmuUng  U,  S*  S*  Wattr  Witch^  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Poni^  U.  S.  Navy^^  to^  Commander  Mfd- 
lany^  U*  S,  Navy^  coinvia^iding  V.  S.  S^  Bienmlle^  to  proceed  to 
hhchuh  duty  off  Ckarlsstofi.,  S*  0, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  ffarbar,  S\  C,  Sej)temher6,  1862. 
Sir;  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  BienmUe  under  3'our  com- 
mand off  Charleston,  reporting  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  blockading 
duty. 

I  take  this  oceasion  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  zeal  and 
activity  displayed  by  you  on  all  occasions  id  the  performance  of  this 
arduous  and  harassing  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc., 


A 


Commander  J.  R,  M.  Mullant, 

U.  S.  S,  Bim^iUe, 


S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral . 


Order  of  Captain  J)rayto7i,  U,  S.  Mtvy^  t^o  Lieut^mmt  Oreighiofiy  U.  > 
Miin/^  comvianding   U.  S.  8.  Ottawa,  to  proceed  to  New  York  foi 
T^mirH, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
8t^nv  River^  Septetnher  6',  186^, 
Sir:  I  have  received  from  Rear- Admiral  S.  F*  Du  Pont  the  following 
order" 

If  the  Otimiu  eaii  find  her  way  home  without  a  tow,  you  can  dispatch  her  at  once 
to  New  York.  If  not  fit  to  do  so,  I  will  procure  her  a* steamer  to  take  her  north  tia 
»oon  m  j>08flible.     In  the  meantime  she  can  make  all  preparations. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  you  can,  if  you  think  proper,  leave  at 
once  for  rie'w  York,  w  here  you  will  report  your  vessel  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  naw  yard  as  requiring  repairs,  the  nature  of  which 
you  will  explain,  iind  it  is  the  desire  of  the  rcar-admim!  that  you  return 
as  soon  as  possible  to  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P*  Drayton, 
Captain^  Senii/r  Officer* 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  D.  Creiqhton, 

IL  S*  O^unboat  Ottawa^  Stono  Rimr9 
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0id4:r  of  Captain  Dravton^  U.  &*  Nwcy^  amgning  Commander  Steedr 
man^  U*  S.  Nam/,  to  command  at  Stofio  Inlei. 

U,  S,  S.  Pawkee, 
Stono  Rwer\  September  6^  1S6S. 
Stb:  I  am  dii^cted  by  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont  to  tmnsfer  to 
you  the  charge  of  this  river  and  the  adjaeeiit  waters,  which  are  at 
pi'esent  entirely  unoccupied  except  by  an  occasional  enemy's  picket 
tielow  Fort  Peniherton,  on  tlie  btono,  rnid  Secessionville,  on  Light- 
House  Oroek.  St»  far  no  disimsition  has  })een  shown  to  retake  any  of 
those  positions,  which  were  deserted  on  the  first  arrival  of  the  gun- 
boats in  iMay  last.  Should  such  attempts  he  made,  you  will  exercise 
your  own  judnrment  as  to  what  it  will  l>e  necessary  to  do,  as  1  have  no 
special  instructions  beyond  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  blockade  and 

I  a  general  supervision  of  the  rivers* 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 
P.  Drayton, 
Smim'  Officer. 
Coimuauder  Charles  Steedman, 
U*  S,  S.  Paid  Jo7i€^^  Stono  Rivei\ 
^r  Halifax,  Nova  Sootia,  September  6^  1868. 

(Ileceived  9:30  p.  m.) 
British  screw  steamer  Simbeam^  from  Liverpool,  mounting  four 
l^uns,  now  coaling  here,  purporta  to  clear  for  Slatamoras,  doubtless 
intends  to  run  blockade,  probably  Charleston,  Two  hundred  tons, 
light  draft,  bark-rigged,  white  mastheads;  bulwarks  lead  colored, 
mkish  looking;  heavily  laden  with  valuable  cargo,  including,  no  doubt, 
arms  and  ammunition* 

M.  M.  JACKfiON, 

IL  S,  Conml. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/. 


Letter  ftmii  the  collecto^r  ofcystoms^  Portland^  J/^.,  to  the  Secretary  of 
tlkC  jfavy^  regardinfj  fnmjements  of  thrvt'  reputed  hhyckad'C  runners. 

CuSTOM-HoUSE,  COLLECTOR'S   OfFICE, 

Partlmid,  September  6\  1862. 

Sir:  Captain  RolK^-t  KittaK  of  the  American  brig  T&rmido^  just 
arrived  at  this  port,  reports  that  on  the  23d  day  of  August  last,  when 
about  HO  oiiles  b.  E,  by  S,  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  he  saw  three  steamers* 
One  of  them  had  two  smokestacks  abreast  aft,  was  schooner-rigged^ 
and  a  propeller.  The  second  w^as  brig  rig,  with  three  masts,  two 
smokestacks  amidships.  This  and  the  third  one  were  side- wheel 
vessels. 

The  Tarnudo  passed  within  half  a  mile  of  one,  painted  lead  color, 
achooner  rig,  topmast  housed,  port  auarter  boat  white,  starljoard  md, 
heavy  gun  on  topgallant  forecastle;  fead  a  small  white  swallowtail  flag 
flying,  Tiut  on  showing  our  flag  she  mn  up  the  Confederate  flag.  Cap- 
tain  Rittal  thought,  from  the  courses  and  appeamuce  of  these  steamers^ 
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that  the_v  might  be  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  hi'iue  [ 
taken  the  liliertj  to  comniuoicate  these  facts  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jedediah  Jewett, 

CoOector. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta/ry  of  the  Namj^  Washingtmi^  D,  O. 


Capture  of  tJie  schianer  Defiance^  of  Nmmu^  New  Pravidetwe^  hy  the 
U.  S,  hark  Bra^iliera^  September  7,  1862. 

Eepoit  of  Acting  Matter  OiUeipie,  XT.  8.  Havjp  ogmmandmg  P.  8.  bark  Braiillera. 

U,  S»  Bark  Braziliera, 
Sapdo  Soimd,  iSeptemhr^  6\  1S62, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Dejiance,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  evidently  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade.     She  is  from  Nassau^  purporting  to  be  bound  for  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick, 

Her  cargo  con.'!ii:?ts  of: 

300  aacke  of  salt 

10  barrels  kerosene  oil. 

Simdry  boxes  of  mak^hcR. 

140  boxes  of  soap. 

108  cheeses. 

1  box  of  epooDF. 

2»000  poandB  cascarilla  bark, 

30  kegs  fHil  eoda. 

30  kegs  aoda  ash. 

100  cases  j^d. 

40  boxea  tm. 


1  ease  gutta-percha  coats. 

Sandry  cases  envelopes  and  writinyrpftj>er. 
1  chronometer. 
1  sextant 
1  octant. 

1  spyelaes. 

2  small  revolvers, 
19  pieces  of  calico, 
4  packages  pins. 
16  pairs  ladies'  gaiters,  and  a  few  nautical 

inatriinienta. 

I  considered  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  schooner  to  take  said 
liquor  out  of  her^ — 96  boxes  in  all — which  1  have  placed  in  my  spirit 
room^  subject  to  the  order  of  the  senior  officer. 

The  captain  and  the  passengers  being  old  offenders,  and  not  deeming 
it  safe  to  allow  their  return  in  the  prize,  I  have  forwarded  them  to  the 
senior  officer  at  St.  Simon's. 

1  send  her  to  New  York  via  Port  Royal  for  adjudiciition,  and  send 
Acting  Master  R.  F.  Cook  with  five  men  a,s  the  prize  crew. 

Having  no  chronometer  on  l>oard,  I  have  retamed  the  one  from  the 
schooner,  and,  being  short  of  pistols,  I  have  kept  the  two  revolvers, 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Gillespie, 
AcHng  Master^  C<miman3ing. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Ifam/^   Wmhingtvn^  I),  (I 


Report  of  Lieatenmnt-Commander  Semmett  H.  S.  Navy,  oommaniiing  V,  S.  S,  Waminttai 
regarding  priBOiiert  from  the  priie. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutia, 
St.  SimofiX  Ga.,  Septmtler  19,  ISSB. 
Sm;  I  send  by  the  Hope  the  captain,  three  passengers,  and  a  negro 
lK>y,   taken  in  the  schooner  Defian(^  by  the  BrazUhra  at  Sapelo 
Sound. 
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The  captain  of  the  BrazUiera  m  his  report  says:  *'Theae  men  are 
old  offenders. " 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  nm  out  of  Dolioj  on  the  18th  of  July 
in  the  steamer  Reliancey  and  way  captured  the  following  day  or  the 
day  after,  by  the  Himt^ville,  He  boasts  of  being  taken  twice  within 
BIX  weeks,  and  .say.s  when  he  get^  clear  he  will  try  it  a^in,  and  that 
probably  the  captain  of  the  Braziliera  may  be  captured  instead  of  the 
captor- 
Samuel  Hawes,  one  of  the  passengei's^  has  been  taken  before,  and 
wai5  a  prisoner  on  board  the  WiAasL  Mr,  Godfi-ey  knows  the  man 
and  the  fact* 

The  vessels  of  this  division  are  stationed  as  i*eported  in  my  last 
conmmnication. 

I  regret  to  have  to  rejiort  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  1  severely  wounded 
(of  the  Mad^le's  crew)  by  the  rebel  pickets  on  Bear  River  on  the  10th 
instant. 

It  appears  that  two  of  her  boats  were  reconnoitering  a  picket  station 
when  they  were  fired  upon, 

I  took  a  look  at  Brunswick  yesterday,  and  saw  in  passing  telegmph 
wires  and  apparatus,  which  I  propose  destroying  next  week. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  3' our  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semhes, 
Lieutefyint'  Commander  and  Senim*  Officer* 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  South  Atkinlie  Blockading  Sfpmdron^  Port  RoyaL 

P.  S,— I  enclose  the  list  of  prisoners. 
Respectfully  etc,, 

A.  A.  S. 


\Ji^)€rt  qf  Acting  Master  Devetis^  If.  jS,  iRrt^y,  commandtfiff  U.  S.  ship 
IfWy  of  arrival  at  P&rt  Royal^  S.  C, 

U.  a  Ship  Ino, 

Po7^t  Royal,  S.  a,  Septemh^^  7,  hHOe. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  reinrrt  my  arrival  at  this  port  via 
Bermuda  this  day.  and  agreeable  to  your  orders,  dated  August  1, 1862, 
1  have  reported  to  Rear- Admiral  Do  Pont  for  duty  on  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F.  Devens, 
Acting  Master^  Commandim^, 
Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Waskington^  D,  O, 


-_r . .  }  of  Acting  MaMer  Devem^  U,  S,  Nary^  c&mm^nding  [T.  *S'.  Jthip 
Ino^  rega/rding%lockade  runners  in  the  port  of  St,  George  ^  Bermvd^t, 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino, 
Port  Royal,  S,  C.,  Septmnher  7,  1862. 
Sir;  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  information  obtained  by  me  at  Ber- 
muda in  regard  to  vessels  intending  to  rim  the  blockade. 
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There  are  now  in  the  port  of  St  George  the  following  steamer 
which,  from  the  inforraiition  I  can  obtain.  1  lun  led  to  believe  will  m 
direct  from  there  to  the  Southern  port.s  of  the  United  States;  Thel 
Pho^t\  of  London,  apimrently  a  twin  vessel  of  the  Lf/dona,  painted  I 
since  «he  came  there  a  light  lead  color;  haa  been  in  port  about  three 
weeLs  and  probably  will  leave  soon. 

The  Olaamfor,  the  same  vcs-sel  that  ha.s  uoce  run  the  blockade, 
arrived  there  on  the  23d  ultimo;  hu^  been  partly  painted  a  brick 
color;  has  powder  on  board,  and  not  allowecf  to  ancoor  at  the  usual 
anchoiwe. 

The  narriet  Pinckney  arrived  there  on  the  27th  ultimo;  reported 
sixteen  davs  from  London  with  a  general  cargo  for  Nassau*  She  is 
br^-rigge^,  haa  no  bowsprit,  and  dmws  13  feet  of  water. 

From  all  the  information  I  can  obtain,  and  from  the  amount  of  ffoods 
.stored  there,  I  think  it  is  the  intention  of  those  interested  to  ship  direct 
from  there  to  our  Southern  ports  instead  of  going  to  Nassau  as 
heretofore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F,  Deveks, 
Acting  Master,  Comjaandijig* 

Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  Dtj  Pont, 

Commanding  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgimdron, 


Ord^  of  Rmv' Admiral  Du  Potity  U.  S*  Mivg^  to  Giptam 

U*  S.  A^w/,  to  report  to  the  P^mrtmmit  for  cmferenee  regoftd/in 
improvements  in  the  arinam^eni  of  vessels* 

FukGSHir  Wababh, 

Pott  RoyalJIifAor,  S.  a,  JSepttmiher  8,  1862. 

Sir:  The  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron  now  at  the 
North  for  repairs  makes  it  a  fitting  occasion  to  suggest  such  impixive- 
ments  m  their  armament  as  our  last  year's  operations  and  experience 
mav  indicate. 

The  Navy  Deimrtment  and  Ordnance  Bureau  are  mnch  alive  to  the 
introduction  of  such  improvements,  but  are  greatly  pressed  with  the 
immense  labors  devolving  upon  them.  It  has  occurred  to  me  both 
would  1)0  gmtified  to  be  infoiTued  of  our  views  and  wants,  and  I  desire 
to  avail  myself  of  your  knowledge  of  ordnance  atid  gunnery  and  of 
your  large  experience  of  the  nature  of  this  coast  and  tlie  character  of 
the  service  in  these  waters  to  convey  to  the  Bureau  what  changes  may 
be  desirable, 

I  will  not  go  into  any  minute  details,  but  among  other  it^ms  I  desire 
you  to  consult  with  CapUin  Dahlgren,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance,  in  reference  to  the  armament  of  what  we  have  termed  the  reg- 
ular gunboats.  The  XI  inch  gun  is  a  favorite  with  me,  but  I  am 
aware  that  on  several  occasions,  some  of  them  within  your  own  imme- 
diate experience,  a  longer  range  gun  would  have  been  desirable.  The 
2tK)-pounder  rifle,  on  some  of  these  boats  at  least,  may  be  an  advanta- 
geous change. 

The  armament  of  the  Angmt^i^  now  at  the  Fhihidelphia  navy  yard^ 
may  be  improved.  I  regretted  to  see  the  Powhaian  come  out  with 
only  a  lOO-pounder  rifle  on  her  immense  forecastle. 

In  reference  to  carrying  on  what  maybe  termed  the  work  of 

uadroD,  that  is,  furnishing  the  vessels  coming  in  here  for  coal  and 
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supplies  in  the  jshortest  jxj.ssible  space  of  tiino,  you  tire  aware  of  the 
importance  of  tue^8  and  how  invaluable  they  have  been  to  us.  One 
has  given  out  and  is  a  total  loss  nithin  a  few  days,  in  conscquonce  of 
not  being  t*oppered;  the  other  nmst  80on  follow. 

Please  urge  ujion  the  honomble  Secretary,  or  Mr,  Fox,  the  Assist* 
ant  Secretary,  the  necessity  of  sending  out  two  at  once,  with  side 
wheeb,  spacious  decks,  andl  coppered;  the  iuiportnnce  of  having  all 
vessels  to  burn  coal  and  not  wood  in  their  galleys;  mention  also  to  the 
Construction  and  Ecfuipment  Bureau  that  all  should  have  fresh-water 
condensers. 

You  will  leave  the  Pawnee  for  the  moment  in  charge  of  her  lieuten- 
ant-coiimiander  and  take  passage  in  the  Mfff^mekimetU  for  New  York, 
reporting  A^ourself  to  the  oonorable  Secretary  in  person, 

1  am  the  more  pleased  at  sending  you  on  tbis  important  duty,  as  it 
will  give  you  a  couple  of  weeks  of  relaxation  from  the  arduous  serv- 
ices you  have  l»een  performing  on  this  station  in  localities  severeh^ 
trying  to  the  health,  and  imder  responsibities  of  a  very  grave  chamc- 
ter^  the  effects  of  the  former  of  which  are  plainly  visible  upon  you, 
and  the  latter,  though  ver^^  wearing,  too,  you  have  met  with  your 
accustomed  spirit  and  moral  courage. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S*  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmlraL 

Captain  P.  Drayton, 
L^  U.  S\  *S\  Pawnee. 

0  P»  S* — ^I  omitted  to  say  alxjve  that  you  will  apply  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  to  forward  your  return  in  two  weeks  from  the  time  of  your 
arrival  in  Washington. 

S.  F.  D.  P., 

Hear*  Admiral, 

Order  of  Meftr- Admiral  Du  PmiL  LK  S.  iV^ri'i/,  fo  OrniTminder  Werderiy 
U*  S,  Jfmw^  cammmiding  IL  S.  S.  C&nerfmmjh,  to  assume  mmmand 
in  Sto7U>  jSilet^  South  Carolina. 

FuiGSHir  Wabash* 
Port  Eoyal  J/arb^jr^  S.  C<,  Septembers,  1S6S, 
Sik:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Conemmtgh  under  your  com- 
mand, to  Stono  and   relieve   Commander  C.  Steedman,  of   the   Paul 
Jonen^  receiving  from  him  all  the  infomiation  he  may  be  able  to  give 
in  reference  to  the  holding  of  those  waters. 

I        Respectfully,  etc., 
S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear'AdmiraL 
Ck)mmandcr  Reed  Werden, 
U,  S.  .8,  Conetfiaufjf/t. 
ept/rt  of  Bear-Adtfiiral  Du  Pont^  U*  S*  Mli*i/^  r^^ardinq  th^uirriiHtt 
and  de^mriure  of  Uniteil  States  nemd'H  in  Port  Iif*t/ol  ihrhcfVy  South 
Carolvna, 
Flaoship  WaBA8H, 
Port  Rmfal  HarlnH',  S.  (l,  Sepf ember  S,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Norwich 
arrived  he^re  on  the  4th  instant,  the  Rocouck  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
I^aniheau  and  the  Ino  on  the  Tth  instant. 


J 
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The  orders  from  the  Department  detachiDg  the  Ro^mck  from  thU 
^uadi-oD  and  directing  her  to  report  to  Couiniodore  Lardner  arrived 
on  the  7th  iQj»tant,  and  she,  on  the  same  day,  sailed  for  her  destination* 
Very  respectfullv*  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Mmr- Admiral^  Comdg.  Simth  AUarUic  Blockadint/  Squadrmu 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/^  Wmhin^Um, 


LeU^yrfrom  Rear- Admiral  Du  PunJt^  U.  S.  J\>iiy,  to  the  commandant  J 
navy  yard^  New  York^  regarding  the  return  ojshdls  nM  required  iyj 
hk  fleet. 

Flaobhip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Barbor^  S.  C,  Septetnber  S,  ISSS. 
Sm:  I  send  by  the  Ifassoehu^ft^  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  New 
York,  — — ' —  iX^-ineh  shells,  bouched,  bet  not  fuzed,  with  their  sabot^  I 
which  are  not  attacheil  to  the  shells.     They  were  sent  to  the  WabasJi  i 
at  Philadelphia  without  any  requisition  for  them,  and  as  they  are  not  i 
required  here,  there  being  a  lar^e  stock  on  hund,  and  as  there  b  not 
room  for  them  on  board  the   Waiash^  1  have  to  send  them  north  by 
the  supply  vessel 

Ke^pectfullv,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admmd, 
Bear-Admiral  Paulding, 

Cormnanding  tJ,  S.  Namd  Statimi^  New  Yarh 


[TifJegnun.) 


Halifax;  Nova  Scx>tl^,  September  8,  186^. 

(Received  10:15  p.  m.) 
Since  telegraphing  Saturday  have  learned  that  steamer  Smiheam^ 
mentioned,  is  designed  for  Confederate  gunboat,  having  iron  decks 
and  sidesj  fully  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  besides  general 
cargo,  sailed  7th. 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

U.  S.  Ckmmd. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Namj. 


[Tekgiun.] 

Baltimore,  September  8,  186t — 10:50  a,  m. 

(Received  Washington,  11  a,  m*) 
My  correspondent  Hilton  Head  says  large  steamer,  supposed  JVa'Sh- 

night  30 to  ultimo,  got 


v?74\  attempted  to  run  out  of  Savannah 
aground,  abandoned,  and  burned  by  crew. 

CaptJiin  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


on 


C,  C.  Fulton. 
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Ord^'  of  Rmr-Admirul  Ihi  Pani^  U,   S,  JVani/^   to  Captain   Greett^ 
fl,  S.  Nary^cimimimdhitj  IL  S.  S.  Qmafidnufnu^  to  proceed  Jhr  bl^K'k- 

ad^}  duty  off  iiiarleston^  S*  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

PnH  Royal  llarhfn\  S\  a,  Septemhrr  9,  ISfJ^, 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  t'oiniimiiii'ation  of  the  5th  instunt,  detiiilin^' 
tlie  execution  of  my  order.s  to  proceed  to  the  Bahamas  jiiid  relieve  in 
every  way  in  your  f-ower  the  erew  and  officers  of  the  Adin^fidfiek, 
Captiiin  (raT^sevoort,  wrecked  on  Man  i>f  War  Cay* 

1  ou  have  performed  this  duty  with  jadg*ment  and  success  in  a  very 
expeditious  manner  and  entirely  to  iny  satisfaction. 

UndenstandiiifT  yon  have  made  the  repairs  to  your  entwine  and  are 
ready  for  sea,  1  have  to  direc^t  that  you  will  proceed  off  Charleston 
with  the  (\tn(ii}d{ii(iu*t  nndcr  your  conunand  and  report  to  Captain 
Godon,  of  the  /W/♦/^i^/«7^  senior  officer  in  chartife  of  the  blockade  of 
that  port,  for  duty. 

I  need  hardly  mention  to  an  ofHcer  of  your  experience  that  the 
blockade  of  that  port  is  at  this  monient  the  most  important  hiisiness  of 
\hm  squadron,  and  one  in  which  the  reputation  of  the  utiiccr;^  is  the 
mo6t  involved. 

Retipeetfullv,  etc., 

8.  1\  Du  Pont, 

Rmr-AdmintL 
Captain  .1.  F.  Green, 

U*  S\  S.  Oanam/aif/im, 


Order  of  Rtar-Adotlnd  Du  Pont^  CL  S,  Nm}y„  to  Lu^utenant'Ctoft- 
mandttr  Vp^hm\  U.  6\  ^ai^t/.  eommanding  IK  S.  S.  Fiombaui^  to 
proccetl  off  Charlmton^  S.  C 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 
Ptyrt  Eoijfd  Jhn^}or,  X,  (\,  Stptemher  9,  186:^, 
Sik:  You  will  pleas*:*  proceed  with   the  FloothaH  under  your  eoai- 
mand  t-o-inorrow  off  Charleston  and   refK)rt  for  blockadin^f  duty  to 
Ctvptain  S.  W.  (lodon,  senior  officer. 
RcispectfuUv,  etc., 

a  F.  Du  Font, 

Rmr-Ad/Tfrhid. 

Lieutenautr-Commander  J*  H,  Upshur, 

U.  S.  S.  Flumhemi, 


Report imf:£&ir- Admiral  Dt:   Pont^   U,    S,   JVtim/^  of  t/w  trftmftr  to 
BrigwXba^G&Na^td  Bmnnmi,  IK  S.  Anntj^  of  the  ft,  S,  X  Phntrr, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rfojfd  IhirhoT^  S.  C,  Septemher  10,  lSfj2. 

Sir:  The  steamer  P/anfrr^  owing  to  the  circuiustance  of  using^  wood 
only  as  fuel  for  the  eiit^^ine,  is  almost  useless  to  the  Navy  from  the 
great  difficult v  of  prucuriii^  it. 

Thiis  ditfieutty  docs  not  exist  to  any  extent  with  the  Army,  and  I 
have  therefore  tnwisferred  her  to  Brigadier-General  Brannan  to  Ixj 
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used  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pulaski.     Enclosed  is  a  receipt  for  her 
from  the  chief  quaVtermaster,  Captain  Elwell. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  PONT, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hi7igt<m, 


Order  of  the  Secretai*y  of  tlie  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Bxida^  U.  S.  Namf^  cornnumding  U.  S.  S.  Potofnska^  as  hearer  of 
dispatch  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont, 

Navy  Department,  September  10^  1862. 
Sir:  On  your  way  to  the  Gulf  you  will  touch  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
for  the  purpose  of  leaving  the  accompanying  dispatch  addressed  to 
Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  Budd, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Potomska^  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pimt^  IT.  S. 
Na/iyy^  to  repair  to  Washington  for  conference. 

Navy  Department,  September  10^  1862. 
Sir:  The  Depailment  would  be  pleased  to  see  you  at  Washington  for 
the  puipose  or  conferring  with  you  upon  matters  pertaining  to  your 
squadron,  and  you  will  therefore  repair  to  Washington  as  soon  as 

Eracticabic  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and  report  in  person  at  the 
department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comd/j,  So}ithAtl4intic  Blockading  Sqtiadron.,  Port  Royal.,  S.  C. 


Ord<rr  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  ^  L\  S.  Navy  ^  to  Acting  Master  Baker  ^ 
LL  aS.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  America^  to  proceed  off 
Charleston^  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal>  Harhor,  S.  C,  Septembet^  10,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  the 
America  under  your  command  off  Charleston  and  report  for  block- 
ading duty  to  Captain  S.  W.  Godon,  senior  oflScer. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rea/r'Adm,iral. 
Acting  Master  »! .  Baker, 

U.  S,  Schooner  America. 
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Order  of  Rear- Ad tiiirtil  Iht  Pont^  U.  S\  JVavi/^  to  LuMtimunt'Com' 
mamier  Mtt^willy  f '.  S,  Nari^^  cfjinmundinrf  U,  S*  S.  Pawntu,,  to  pro* 
ceed  off  Sit  Simmi^  Sounds  Georgui, 

FLAGsnip  Wabash, 
Port  Eayal  I/arbor,  S\  (I,  :<e^)temher  10,  1802. 
Sir:  You  will  pleaso  proceed  with  the  Pawnee  tmder  your  e*nuinaiKi, 
go  soon  us  you  are  rwidy  juid  after  receiving  eertjiin  sui>i>lies  arid 
stores,  whicii  will  he  put  on  hoard  for  the  vessels  in  the  ht,  Siinon\M 
division,  to  that  sound  and  reix>rt  to  the  senior  ofKcer  for  blockading 
duty. 

Respectful  I V,  et€,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  Admiral, 


k 


8. — Mr.  Godfrey  will  go  with  you  to  pilot  you  in.     lie  must  t^e 
sent  back  to  l^ort  Royal  !>y  the  first  opiK>rtunitv* 

s.  F.  I),  r., 

Rear-Advt/ra/, 
Lieutenaut-Coniniander  J.  (h  Maxwell, 

a  S\  S.  I^imtee. 


b' 


Repv^rt   of  Aetf'fa/  Lieutenant    i'arendy^    IL    S,    Nnmf^   armnuindmff 
U,  S,  hark  GeitidKtk\  of  Ium  tUport^ire  /(n'  Port  lioyaf.,  S.  (\ 

U.  S,  Bark  Gkmsbok, 
Bmtim^  Mom*^  ^epdemher  i/,  lHfj%. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  departure  from  this  p»rt  thij* 
morning  for  Port  Royal,  S,  C\,  to  rei>ort  to  Rear-Adniirul  Du  Pout, 
a**  i>er  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  wervant, 

Edw.  Cavkndy. 
A cting  Lieut etta n  t ,  O/nt  mu ndrtuj, 
Hon,  Gideon  Wellks, 

S^f^nfary  of  the  Nany. 


k 


Rt^j?*frt  of  Li^ndenant  Creighton^  U.    S,   JVai^y^  amintamlinff  fJ*  *S,  AV 
Ottawa^  of  his  arrival  at  Neie  YhrK\  for  re/mira* 

U.  S.  GiTNBOAT  Ottawa, 

.Vrw  York\  Sepi^'odM-r  IK  IHfm. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  in  form  vou  of  my  arrival  in  this  tK>rt  thin 
day,  having  been  ordered  to  New  York  by  l^rur  Adminil  Du  Pont  for 
paln4. 

Very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  ^rvant, 

J*    BlAKKLEY  CttElOHTOK, 

Li^uttftuint^  Com  vui  ndiny. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sefcretary  of  t/u  Sairy*  WaskinyU/fu  D-  C, 


S24  ^jnm  AHJkJFnc  hockades&  aur. 


of  m¥timt*U9kkmq  tktt  im'kmdj 

U.  S.  Gf:3ncx&T  Hmer« 

DKjutWtSE:  From  Rofeer*  I  hear  tit  ogradMiral  h^  wrfc  •p^K- 
ooiofi  tolMTe  a^  portjoo  of  the  gimtmti*  of  hk  jq^ndron  anned  with 
iMVpomder  Pamtt  nfe».  aafasdtadB^  them  for  the  Xl-iaeii  guns 
^Xfmfmatiog  their  jyreaeiu  mnwimfiif.  and  ib^  I  «4aum  to  be  the  oi%iiia- 
tcv  of  this*  propoi^itiofL.  aa^  mr  leC^r  to  Admizml  Da  Foot  of  July  16w 
forwmrded  bj  nmi  to  the  DepttrtiiieBi.  win  Aom,  I  nu^gbt  raaooablT 
hope  to  be  ooe  of  thoee  to  he  bese€ted  br  the  efauge:  bot  there  is 
wMaag  tike  hatriii^  %  frind  mt  headqfoartersw  and  if  tou  will  kindtjr 
interest  Toai>eif  id  fsror  of  niT  x^sA  I  ^^hall  feel  nmcii  surer  of 


ohtBisii^  the  object  of  mr  wkhe»  than  I  woold  with  oolj  the  best 
clmim»  in  the  world  in  mj  liror. 

I  am  kept  pretty  cookaatlj  upon  bfoekade  ^rrire.  and  hard  and 
diacooniging^  dntr  it  isw  oil  Charfeston.  I  do  not  beliere  it  possible  to 
bloefcade  the  place  effectoanT*  and  at  times  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  with  j^ood  piIot:«  and  jii^ioik<  <4ioice  of  time  and  opportunitT  the 
biprkade  b  hut  a  triiii^  impediment  in  the  way  of  steamers  enterii^ 
the  harbor,  painted  lead  color  as  they  are:  of  a  dark  night,  or  a  rainy 
one.  they  wul  pa.^.  or  can  pa^.  within  a  few  hondned  yards  withoat 
being  detected,  and.  guided  by  s%nal  inade  the  harbor,  they  almost 
inrariablT  manage  to  aroid  the  blockadii^  reaeekw  I  would'  be  glnl 
if  I  coakf  only  impress  upon  yoa  some  faint  notion  of  how  disgusting 
it  ii$  to  u.^.  after  ffoing  through  the  anxieties  of  ridii^  out  a  black, 
rainy^  windy  nignt  in  3  or  Sf  fathoms  water,  with  our  senses  all  on 
the  alert  for  siound  of  paddles  or  sight  of  miscreant  Tiolat^H-  of  our 
blockade  and  destroyer  of  our  peace,  when  momii^  comes  to  behold 
him  lying  there  placidly  inside  of  Fort  Sumter,  as  ii  his  getting  there 
wai»  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world  and  the  easiest. 

I  was  going  to  add  that  we  must  take  this  place,  but  our  last  news 
from  the  Nonh  does  not  eneoura^  us  to  hope  that  it  will  be  accom- 
plished ju'ft  at  present.  **  Washington  is  safe.**  however,  and  thafs  a 
comfort  if  it's  so.  and  I  suppose  it  is.  for  the  papers  tell  us  so.  Do 
8end  us  some  good  news  soon  to  cheer  us  up  a  bit.  and  do  send  me  the 
big  rifle,  for  I  want  to  make  somebody  else  as  miserable  as  I  am 
myself.     ♦    ♦    ♦ 

Ver}'  truly,  your  friend, 

John  Downes. 

Erujaqertumt  ^/f  >/yjc/i  thu  C\  S.  Hteanofrx  Unea^  *ihd  I\itnxm  and  Con- 
feOerate  hatt^-nj  at  St.  Johis  Bluffs  Morida.  September  11^  1862. 

B«poit  of  ActiBf  MMttr  Cr»B«,  IF.  a  Varf . 

U.  S.  S.  Uncas, 
St.  Johris  River n  IH^da^  Septefnher  11^  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th  of  .S'ptember,  bein^  short  of  coal,  I  left  m^*  station  in  charge  of 
l\  S.  .S.  Patrof/u^  Acting  Master  Commanding  William  D.  Urann, 
and  Ht^^med  t^>  Fcrnandina.  Having  taken  in  what  coal  I  wanted,  I 
returned,  arriving  at  St.  John's  River  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  10th,  when 
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Cetinc]^  Mftstor  rmiiiK  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Patr^^m^  c*anio  on   f*oard  and 

hi^poitiHl  tbat  a  ooiitnilmiul  had  fmarded  him  the  previous  night,  brin^- 

intr  iufurmation  that  the  rebels  had  crossed  the  river  at  Jaeksoaville 

^oii  Sunday  utul  Siuiduv  night,  alxjut  500  strong,  with  a  ininiber  of 

pieees  of  eannon,  intending  to  place  them  on  8t*  John's  Bluff. 

Having  been  often  deceived  by  contiiibands,  J  had  very  littlr-  eonti- 
deuce  iu  the  story.  However,  at  dark,  1  steamed  up  and  eaiiie  to 
anchor  abotit  500  yards  from  the  Ijlutf  with  a  kedge  out  aft,  to  keep 
her  broadside  to.  and  tired  nine  shell  into  different  pai'ts  of  the  bhm 
W'itliout  ebtiting  any  response. 

But  at  daybreak  this  morning  they  opened  tire  upon  me  with  as 
many  us  nine  g^uus,  situated  in  three  batteries,  and,  judging  from  mv 
observation,  they  were  from  2<)  fto]  3u  pounders,  rifled,  and  one  mucli 
larger,  which  was  silenced  by  uie  during  the  action. 

They  tired  as  manv  as  ten  shots  at  me  before  I  could  slip  the  ciible 
and  cut  the  kedge  adrift  and  get  in  a  ixjsition  to  open  tire. 

Five  of  their  shell  took  etfect  in  different  parts  of  the  vessel,  one  of 
which  did  not  explode,  striking  her  just  al>«>ve  water  line,  port  bow, 

■  going  through  her  side  into  the  magazine;  another  through  wind  siiil 
over  wardr^joiu,  another  through  pilot  house  near  where  I  stood,  others 
carrying  away  running  gear,  chain,  span  for  l»oat,  crane,  etc. 

I  kept  my  vessel  in  motion  within  5(H>  to  I, WO  yards,  utttil  I  expended 
all  my  5  second  fuzes. 

Meantime  I  had  signalized  the  JhfrrHm  to  come  to  my  assistance, 
which  she  did  as  promptly  as  jxjssiblc,  but  owing  to  the  tide  it  was 
one  and  a  half  hours  before  she  arrived  wittiin  range  and  conmienced 
firing. 

The  engagement  lasted  four  boors  and  twenty  minutes,  in  wliich  time 
I  expended  143  shell  and  13  solid  shot,  and  the  Pitfrot*n  about  ii<»  shell, 
90  or  which  ex|>loded  within  and  around  their  works,  their  shell  going 
mostly  over  us  after  I  got  under  steani.  We  di'ove  them  from  their 
guns  for  nearly  an  hi»yr. 

Too  much  pmise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the  otMcers  and  crew  under 
my  charge. 

The  broadside  guns  were  run  m  to  wash  decks,  consequently  [there 
ras  delav]  in  the  commencenient,  but  [allj  did  their  duty  like  vetemns 
as  soon  as  ready.     The  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.   Patroon 
behaved  in  an  excellent  manner. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Ceane. 
Avthig  Mitster.  Cimiinandlnif  f7.  S.  S,  Uncofi. 
Rear'Adininil  S,  F,  Du  Pont, 
Comdg.  Sotit/i  Aiiantte  Bliwhidrmj  Squadnm^  Part  Rmjal^  S,  C* 


ft 


onimQiidatory  letter  from  Bear-Admir&l  Ba  Font,  U.  fl.  NaT7^  to  Acting  Matter  Crano, 
n.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  engagemeiiit  at  St  Jahn't  Blnff,  Florida. 

FLlAOShip  Wabash, 
P(frt  Eayal  ffarbor,  S.  a,  ^Septrmher  15,  J8$e, 
Your  several  communieiitions  f I'om  St.  Johtrs  Kiver  have  l>een 
si%^ed.    The  latest,  dated  the  1 1th  instant,  giving  a  detailed  statenieut 
engagement  with  the  rel>els,  is  quite  interesting. 
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Your*  conduct  its  well  as  that  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  your  vessel 
and  the  Putn^ftu  merits  iny  approbation,  and  i  desire  3^011  to  expreiss 
the  same  to  them. 

1  shall  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  your  reix*rt,  with  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  to  the  Navy  Dejmrtment.  " 

Kesijectfuliy,  etc., 


Actin^^  Master  L,  G.  Crane, 

IL  S*  K<,  Unca^* 


S-  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Admiral. 


Beport  of  Brigadter-Oeueral  Finegam.  C.  8.  krmj,  oommanditig  Department  of  Middle 

and  East  Florida. 

Baldwin,  Fij^.,  Septemh^r  W,  ISSB. 
I  have  placed  a  battery  of  i\  guni?  on  .St.  John's  Bluff,  which  was 
not  discovered  by  the  eiieniy  until  conipleted.  Soon  after,  it  was 
engaged  for  four  and  a  half  honi>i  by  two  gynlM>ats.  We  crippled 
one  of  the  boats  and  drove  tbt*  other  off.  Loss  on  our  side,  1  man 
killed  and  8  slightly  wounded.  I  have  sent  Aqww  to-day  four  large 
^\.m^  to  strengthen  the  battery. 

Jos.  Ftnegan, 
Brtgadi4>r-  Ge?ier(fl^  Com  m  ii7tdhi</, 
Genei'ftl  S.  Cooper. 


(hder  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Drayton ,   U.  S,  JVai^l 
f{t  prrK'eed  tu  Nt-n^  Yorkf^r  the  e.iU}ahmtkm  of  steam  tu^s. 

Navy  Department,  September  15^  18&S. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  City  and  examine  such  steam 
tugs  as  in  your  opinion  are  suitable  for  the  wants  of  the  squadron 
under  command  of  Rear-Admind  Du  Pont.  fl 

You  will  send  as  early  as  practic4iblc  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction™ 
the  dimensions  of  hull  and  machinery,  age,  age  of  machinery,  builder's 
name,  and  price  of  thi^  tugs. 

I  am,  respci^tfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Napy. 
Captiiin  Percival  Drayton,  U,  S,  Navy, 

\Va^'^hJft(;toN^  D.  C, 


Order  (f  Rear- Ad mhul  Du  Pont^  V.  8,  Nair^^  to  Commander  Wtjod- 
hidt^  [L  S,  A^fun/,  eomrnandlfig  U,  S,  S.  C^marrim^  toj^^in  the  eirpe- 
ditiort  tif  Si,  J(Jifi\s  River^  Fiortda, 

Fl.\gship  Wabahh, 
Pmi  Royai  Jfarhor,  S.  i  \ ,  Septemher  IS,  ISOe. 
Sir:  1  have  directed  a  survey,  as  you  are  aware,  on  the  Clmarroni 
The  repirt  has  not  reached  me  yet,  ofhcially,  l)ut  1  am  informed  that 
it  will  be  very  uiifavomble,  so  much  so  that  it  would  not  he  right  for 
you  to  proceed  to  your  station  in  this  month. 


I 
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I  am  ufniid  tfiat  tho  rejmirs  ('an  t\i>t  ho  made  ut  this  jjIlcp,  and  tin* 
ship  niiiy  hnvott*  return  north  when  the  e4|iuiM)etial  ^niles  are  throu^^L 
Until  this  i'4in  he  derided,  1  have  U>  r en  nest  that  yon  will  take  {lurt 
with  the  ChttarrfnK  under  your  i-oniraana,  in  an  expedition  to  the  St. 
John's  River,  Florida,  and  will  report  to  Coniniander  Steedman,  the 
senior  offieer,  aeeordingly. 
Kepeetfultv,  ete., 

S.  h\  Du  Pont. 

Rt-ar-Adit^rrttL 
Cimimander  M,  WoonnCLL, 

(\  S,  S,  (■imamm. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  I)h  Poaf,  U,  S,  Navi/^  to  Cmnmand^'  Steed- 
man^  U.  S*  Nai^y^forn  r*vonn(nsHanct'  in  St.  John^M  Iiivr/\  fi*forida, 

,  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  lioi/ai  Jlarhnr,  S.  C,  St>/)temher  15,  ISG^. 

Siii:  Inforniution  ju^?t  received  from  the  St.  John's  River,  Florida, 
makes  it  evident  that  there  is  u  desire  to  drive  our  small  j^unhoats  frofn 
it  On  the  part  of  the  Florida  authorities,  aided  hy  their  military  a! id 
g^uerrilhi-H. 

It  is  reix»rted  that  Governor  Milton  eanie  down  a  fe^v  days  a^o  from 
Tallahassee  and  declared  that  the  taudM>ats  must  he  taken,  and  if  taken 
the  otHcers  and  crews  were  tt)  he  hang^ed  as  kidnai>i*rs. 

Sinee  the  withdmwal  of  our  tro<n)s  from  Jacksonville,  as  you  are 
aware,  we  have  l]>een  simply  maintairnng  an  inside  Idockade  of  the 

•  river  hy  a  very  small  force  near  it,s  mouth,  I  had  it  intiiiULted  in 
various  ways  to  the  citizens  and  authorities  of  Jacksonville  that  if  the 
gunhoats  were  molested  from  the  l)anks  <if  the  river,  or  Union  |>eoj:le 
maltreated  and  their  projiertv  destroyed,  that  I  would  adopt  retalia- 
lory  measures  hy  destroy m^  *)ackson\ine,  etc, 

'fhe  re|>4>rt  of  the  attack  u|K>n  the  UncasxmA  Patrrmi  from  St.  Johu'a 
Blutf,  you  have  read;  it  conveys  the  nature  of  the  warfare  and  \^  the 
last  news  we  have  from  that  point. 

I  have  now  to  direct  that  you  will  proceed  with  the  Paul  Jtmes 
under  your  command  to  the  St.  John's  River,  taking  with  you.  or  to 
follow^  you,  the  Cimfirnm^  Connnander  Woodhull;  the  K  B.  Ihlt\ 
Lieutenant  Coiiuiianding  Snell;  and  the  UfuHm^  Acting  Ahister  Crane; 
the  Palrf^w  you  will  tind  in  the  river. 

■  Please  niake  a  thorough  reconnoissance  *>f  the  river  as  far  us  you 
deem  it  advisahle  and  of  service,  going  to  Jacksonville  and  ascer- 
taining hy  Hag  of  truce  what  is  meant  hy  this  attack  upon  our  hoats, 
and  warning  resp*nisi!jle  iH*rsons  of  the  t^on sequences;  destroy  all  the 
works  on  thi'  hanks  w  hieh  might  be  used  or  occupied  hy  the  ri^lads  at 
anv  future  time  against  us, 

Vou  are  aware  of  the  law  of  Congi'ess  in  reference,  to  contrabands, 
to  return  none  hy  whomsoever  claimed,  hut  make  a  proper  entry  in 
the  log  book  of  the  name  of  the  fugitive  and  owner  or  clammnt. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  have  every  contidence  in  your  zeal  and  judg- 
nieutf  your  force  is  very  strong  in  one  sense,  hut  not  of  thai  kind  to 
prevent  ^reat  annoyance  hy  musketry  from  the  hanks  of  the  river, 
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and  I  rely  upon  your  dit^cretion  to  j^iivo  your  crews  as  nnich  as 
ble  from  this,  cousisteiit  with  the  execution  of  your  ordern. 
ReHpectfullv,  et€*, 

S.  F.  l>u  Pont, 

Hear-  A  dmtraL 
Coiiuiiauder  V,  Steedman, 

II  S.  S.  Paid  Jmim. 


Ord/T  ofiht  Secretmy  oftJw  Navp  to  Rear-Admirid  I}u>  Ponty  Z7-  S, 
lYat'i/^  mfiirding  mipplies  f**r  the  hi ockadlng  fleet  mid  Hiat ions  undei 
Mh  com  wand. 

Navy  1>ei*artment,  Septemhrr  16,  1S62. 
Sir:  Supplies  which  are  regularly  cleared  for  and  arrive  atPo:_ 
Kt)yal  ondei*  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Departiueiit,  can  Ite  sent 
uncler  your  written  order  to  any  of  the  hfockadiui^  Heet  or  stations 
under  your  conmiaud,  provided  they  are  exclusively  for  the  ariiied 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  have  no  distilled  liquors  auiong  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tideon  Welle**, 

Seerttmn/  tjtf  the  Navy, 
Rear-Adiniml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Voiiidg,  South  Atlantic  Bhckdg,  Squadrtm^  Port  Royal^  S,  C\ 


] 


Order  of  Rear- Admind  Du  Pimt^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant' Cotti- 
manaer  WelU^  LL  S,  Nary^eomwiandimj  P,  i^,  hMj^  I)ah\  to  proceed 
to  PhiluiMpMii*  Jl 

FLAGsmp  Wabash,  ^| 

Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  C,  September  i6\  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Dale  under  your  conmiand  to 
Philadelphia,  reporting  your  arrival  to  the  coiiuiianclant  of  the  naval 
sistation  and  through  him  to  the  Secret4irv  of  the  Navy. 

I  take  this  occ4ision  to  express  my  siit  is  faction  with  the  condition  of 
the  ViUidnlio^  the  discipline  of  the  officers  and  crew  during  the  time 
she  was  under  your  command. 

liesix^ctfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Camdcf,  South  AtJmifie  Bloehiding  Sijaadro 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Wells, 

P.  S.  Shi/>  /Ml,  Port  Roy(d, 


Oireidar  order  of  Captain  Godon^  IL  S.  Navt/^  regarding  signals  to 
given  to  vesiieln  returniHg  at  night  to  ancJmragc  after  a  cfia-se. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

.1^  anchfyr  of  CharleMmi,  S^temhrr  17,  186^, 

When  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  leaves  her  anchorage  in  chase 

and  returns  after  night  with  her  **  running  lights"  hoisted,  the  ve^^^i^el 
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iiearei=Jt  to  thi*  |x»sitifHi  the  chasingf  vessel  hud  before  cunimf?iK-ingf  the 
chas©  should  thish  Iwv  lights,  thus  enahliiitr  thv  retuniing  vessel  to 
resume  as  near  aR  ix)H,sible  her  fuinior  |x>8itioiK 

S.  W.  GODON, 

ihptuin  ami  Senim*  Officer^  Commanding* 


Circular  order  of  ih^taifi  GfHhHu  U*  S.  Mitn/^  smiar  officer  ojf  C/iarles- 
Unij  iS.  0,j  reg^frdtiitj  th**  eaynfthtatftm  and  Hetirchofve^ittds  a})jn*(Mich- 
ing  the  UmUis  of  thr  bUmkmh. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

.1^  ancJmr  off  Chitrhstmu  Sef^femher  17.  186^. 

Ill  future  any  vessel  approaching  either  limit  of  this  blockade  under 
circumstances  the  slightest  suspicious  will  l»e  brouglit  to  by  the  nearest 
vessel  of  the  blockading  squaaron  and  boarded,  her  pipers  carefully 
examined,  and,  if  with  a  manifest,  the  cargo  examined  sufficiently  to 
verify  it  with  the  man  if  est. 

So  nmny  articles  are  now  needed  by  the  enenn'  that  it  would  })c  dif- 
ficult to  determine  what  might  In*  considered  contmbaiid,  and  the  block* 
ade  has  been  so  long  established  and  of  such  general  notoriety  that  the 
simple  approach  to  the  blockade  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  an 
attempt  to  enter  the  port.  The  simple  warning  a  vessel  off  without 
exanunation  and  search  is  iK»t  sufficient  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
blockaders. 

Should  there  be  no  manifest,  then  a  careful  examiuation  of  the  hold 
should  tie  made,  and  if  all  be  right  thtirc  the  vessel  may  be  warned  otf 
the  port  by  endorsement  of  papers. 

S.    W.  GODON, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer^  Coffnnandifig, 


Engagement  between  United  Sf^aien  vesseU  and  Conf&leraie  hattery  <U 
St.  John'M  Bluffs  Florida.  Septetnher  17,  1862. 

Eeport  of  Comm&iid«r  Steedman.  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  B,  B.  8.  Paul  Jonei. 

U.  8.  Gui^BOAT  Paul  eloNEs, 

SL  John' 8  Rlj^er,  Fb/rida^  Sq^emhtr  17.  1SG2. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  at  6  a.  m.,  every- 
thing being  in  readiness,  I  got  underway  and  j>roceeded  up  the  St* 
f John's  River,  followed  bv  the  gnnlKmts  placed  under  my  command. 
So  Boon  as  we  caine  in  siglit  of  St.  John's  Blutf  I  commenced,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  2,000  yards,  to  torow  shell  from  the  10n-jx>uuder  l*arrott,  the 
(^V///r7;Tr>//,Conmiander  WoodhulU  doin^i^  the  same;  the  other  vessels 
not  being  near  enough  to  bring  their  light  guns  in  play.  We  could 
plainly  see  the  occuixints  of  the  works  on  the  bluff,  but  the^'  received 
our  lire  for  stnue  time  with  indifference,  taking  care,  however,  to  yeek 
cover  in  their  pits  at  the  Hash  of  our  guns.  I  continued  steaming 
ahead,  followed  closely  bv  the  Vloiarron  until  within  1,()0U  yards  of 
the  full  fire  of  the  bluff.  The  other  gunboats,  by  some  misunderstand- 
ing  of  the  order — to  go  into  actioD  in  line  ahead — considered  it  nec€^- 
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sarv  k)  follow  this  ia  the  lett*^*;  the  eoiisequoiice  wa-s  their  iiring  wa^ol 
little,  if  mn\  si^rvice.  At  thin  time  the  enemy  coniiuenced  a  quick  and  1 
well-direeted  tire  from  >iix  i>r  eiP^ht  of  their  ^un.s,  placed  on  a  .strong  1 
earthwork  on  the  hluff,  and  in  concealed  iKLsitioos  in  the  adjoining  j 
wood.  The  majority  were  heavy  smoothhore  tieldpieces  and  the  othei'S 
20- pounder  Farrott,  with  thi'  exception  of  one  guit,  which,  from  its  range  I 
and  the  size  of  a  hole  made  in  the  smokestack  of  thin  veH^el,  I  bbould] 
say  was  a  H:^-iKmnder,  rifled. 

That  ffun  wa.s  tired  at  iutcrvulH,  and  then  onl}^  when  thi;*  vessel  or 
the  VtmarrfNi  wajs  alMive  the  entmnce  of  SinterV  Creek,  this  being  the 
range  mark  of  thos^e  who  served  it;  the  Vimarrfm  and  this  vessel  bear 
evidence  of  the  fact. 

Froni  a  distance  of  some  1,600  to  l,7tM>  yardn  a  constant  cannonade' 
was  kept  up  for  several  houi's  with  our  heavy  guns,  directed  at  the 
works  on  the  hlutls  and  the  woods  in  the  neigh lR>rnood.  I  think  there 
is  every  reason  to  Ijelieve  that  the  enemy  must  have  suffered  consider-  j 
ably  from  the  incessant  shower  of  ahells  and  projectiles  falliTig  upon  , 
and  in  the  neighlwrhood  of  their  works,  for  over  an  hour  before  I  dis-  < 
continued  the  shelling  they  had  l»een  completely  silenced  and  driven 
under  cover,  and* had  there  l>een  a  hind  force  at  coinniand  possession 
could  have  been  easily  taken  of  the  works.  Having  silenced  the  bat- 
tery,  and  having  exiMMided  more  than  one-half  of  our  ammunition,  I 
gave  orders  to  cease  tiring  and  returned  to  the  anchorage.  I  did  not 
consider  it  ])roper  to  proceed  op  the  river,  for  in  doing  so  I  should 
have  left  an  enemy  in  the  rear  who  would  certainly  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  our  absence  to  r*'j>air  his  works  and  r>e  ready  for  ns  on  our 
return;  besides  this,  1  din  not  think  it  of  sufficient  importance  until 
the  force  in  posst\ssion  of  the  l>hiff  should  be  captured  or  driven  off, 
Ujwn  a  thorough  examination  id'  the  enemy's  works  it  appears  from 
the  time  they  first  got  foisting  they  have  worked  night  and  day  in 
throwing  up  heavy  field  works  and  digging  rifle  \nt%  and  1  am  strongly 
of  the  opinion  tliat  they  can  not  l>e  dish>dged  except  Ijy  a  combined 
land  and  naval  attiick.  They  cnn  be  driven  from  their  batteries  for  a 
time,  1>ut  so  soon  as  the  attacking  party  withdrawH  they  will  again 
occupy  them. 

It  IS  therefore  with  mo  a  question  whether  the  result  of  nierelv  driv- 
ing them  from  their  guns  and  silencing  them  for  a  time  justitiets  so, 
nnich  expiMiditure  of  amuiurution. 

I  have  dispatched  the  f'^mfn  to  Port  Uoyal  for  the  purpose  of  hand- 
ing  vou  tliis  comnuiiucation  and  also  to  bring  down  the  ammunition 
to   fill  up  our  expenditure. 

In  conclusion,  it  afl'ords  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  in  this 
affair  I  was  ably  sui>ported  hy  Cominander  WmxlhuH  in  the  Cimartrm, 

The  conunanders  *ff  the  othiu'  guidjoats  seemed  well  dis[x>sed  to  do 
their  duty.  1  can  not  sj>eak  too  highly  of  the  officers  and  juen  of  tins 
vessel. 

I  auK  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  o}>edient  sei-vant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Ch^niHifmhr  ami  Senior  Offict-r  Present* 

Bear-Admiral  S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Vommmulijig  South  Atliintie  S^imdron* 
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Eeport  of  Brigadier-Gexieral  J.  Finegan,  C.  8.  Army. 

Lake  City,  Fla.,  Stptanl}f^r  19,  1S62, 
Ou  tht*  morning  of  the  17th  five  gunboats  engiiged  the  battery  at  St* 
9|p1^s  Hhitf  and  eoiitiiiued  the  engagement  for  nve  hours,  when  tLey 
iL    Our  loss,  2  ki)U3€l  and  13  wounded.    The  enemy,  having  faikul 
pass  our  htitteries,  may  atleinpt  a  land  attack*     I  am  preparing  for 
,  and  will   be  there  tu-rnght.     Can  you  aond  nie  one  regiment  of 
infantry  from  the  coast  of  Georgia  or  Carolina f     I  need  them  very 
luirli.     Answer  by  telegraph. 

Jos.  FiNEGAN, 

Brigadier'* Oenernh  Vommmiding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  'did  /fwpeetm'-Gjf^wraf, 


"^  frmn  the  St'cretmy  of  State  to  the  Secretary  nf  thr  Nai'^y^  trans- 
iitilng  dlnpatcftes  frmtt   U,  S\  tvm'ffuh  rehtting  In  riaiHif  mtn'cttifnts 
and preimraimns  of  the  Confederates. 

Department  of  State, 
WaHhington,  Sejdetaher  IS^  ISOS* 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enelowe  three  dispatehes^,  Nos.  122/  123, 
ad  124,*  of  the  U.  8.  consul  at  Liverpool,  a  dispateh,  No.  39/  of  the 
/c8*  eon8ul  at  Bermuda,  and  a  comniuniciition,*  datcni  12th  instiint, 
received  from  the  U,  8,  consul  at  Quebec,  all  relating  to  naval  move- 
ments and  prepai-ations  of  the  insurgents. 
^H     1  will  thank  y^ni  to  return  these  papers, 
^H  1  have  tfie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

^m  William  IL  Skwarix 

^H    Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 
^B  Seereiary  of  the  Nam/, 

I 

r     mt 


Jo.  123.] 


^1    : 


LT.  S,  CoNstn^TE, 

LherjHH}!^  Septetjjter  J,  1S€^. 

Sib:  The  pkites  for  the  gunboats  being  built  for  the  rebel  Govern- 
ment by  the  Messrs.  Laird  are  being  manufaetured  at  the  Mersey 
Steel  and  Iron  Company's  work.s  in  Liverpool*  1  am  told  that  Mr* 
Horsfall,  one  of  the  meniliers  of  Parliament  from  this  place,  is  irjter- 

ted  in  this  tompany.     Quit4»  a  nunibi^r  have  been  mside:  they  are  4} 

chcs  thick,  and  are  made  in  a  new  niamter.  The  order  given  is  ft)r 
l,50i^  tons  of  plates  of  this  thiekness,  a  part  of  whirh  is  to  be  us(*d  un 
the  tw^f^  vt^ssels  building  at  Lairds;  the  others  to  be  shipj>ed.  They 
are  to  be  made  as  ouick  as  possiiile, 

1  mentioned  in  >^o.  118  that  the  steamer  B*mita^  late  the  EconoauHt^ 
was  about  to  take  on  a  airgo  of  arms,  etc,  I  was  mistjiken;  she  is 
taking  on  a  full  cargo  of  iron  plates  to  l*e  used  by  th<>  rebels  to  plate 
naval  vessels.     They  are  now  loading  her  with  as  nmch  dispat*'li  lus 

issible.     She  will   take  out   some   oOO  tons.     The  plates  are  1.^  feet 

1  foot -wide,  and  2i  inches  thick.     1  have  examined  many  of  the 

's  myself;  they  are  made  of    the  best  iron:  alwut  two- thirds  of 

lem  are  drilkHl  and  all   ready  tt;  be  fastened  on;  she  will  clear  most 

*  Not  in»rt\*^iry  Uj  publish. 
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likely  this  work;  thev  are  taking  on  lioaixl  this  mornine  iron  plate«4  6  fee 
long,  4  feet  wide,  an<i  one-half  inch  thiek.     These  will  l>e  in  addition  t 
the  5<M»  tons  of  2i-ineh  phite^.     The  erew  say  they  will  go  to  Na.ssau_ 
wait  a  favorable  opportunity,  and  then   run   into  Charleston.     Shi 
ought  to  be  captured  wherever  found.     On  the  :i7th  August.  18fi2 
they  (Fruser,  Trenholni  &  Co.)  pretend  to  have  sold  her  to  foreigi 
owners,  who  changed  her  name  to  the  Bonita,  and  then  sold  her  back  o^ 
the  same  or  next  day  to  Melcher  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  the 
most  active  and  open  men  in  the  tow*n  in  aiding  the  rel)elIion.     Thi 
man  is  one  of  the  tools  used  by  Fraser,  Trenfiolm  &  Cb»:  he  is  th 
same  man  who  owns,  or  pretends  to  own,  the  Gladlafor, 

The  Bfftiitu^  late  KymnmUt,  having  once  run  the  bloi^kade  at  Charles 
ton,  they  think  in  case  of  capture  they  will  stand  a  better  chance 
getting  clear  fmm  this  pretended  sjile  to  a  foreimer  and  the  transfeiJ 
hack.     This  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  mock  sale.  i 

The  Amaihen^  mentioned  in  previous  dispatches  as  loading  for  Na 
sau,  is  taking  on  a  cargo  of  the  same  kind  of  plates  as  the  Bmu'ti 
She  is  to  take  5iM)  tons.  The  whole  of  these  plates  (1,<KX)  tons,  2i  inche 
thick)  are  tinished  and  are  }>eing  loaded.  The  1,5<H)  tons  of  4}  inche 
are  not  all  made.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  the  building  of  a  navi 
of  ironclad  ships,  which  1  understand  is  the  case.  It  is  to  be  hop  " 
that  the  activity  of  our  cruisei*s  will  thwart  them  in  their  de^^igns 
capturing  the  vessels  loaded  with  the  plates.  One  of  the  members  of 
the  tinn  of  Fi-aser.  Trenholm  &  Co.  stated  three  da^'s  ago  that  four  of 
their  own  steamers  had  siuveeded  in  running  into  Charleston  within 
the  lasit  month,  with  stnue  othei^s  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and 
that  the  South  was  us  now  well  supplied  with  anus,  ammunition,  medi- 
cines, etc. 

It  has  been  asserted  hei-e  more  than  once  by  the  parties  engaged  in 
aiding  the  rebels  that  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  nas  con- 
nived at  vessels  running  the  blockatle.  Without  questioning  the  patri- 
otism or  fidelity  of  the  scjuadron,  or  any  of  the  oiticers  in  conmiand,  I 
feel  it  to  be  mv  dutv  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Depirtment  to  the  , 
matter.     *     ♦'  * 

Thos.  H.  Dudlky, 

tbuKuL 

Hon.  \\\  H,  Sewaed, 

Stvrttary  of  State, 


Otdei*  (^the  Secretmy  of  the  Ifavy  to  B^ar- Admiral  Du  Ihni^  U* 
JVavy^  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers  Planter  and  Fl^mdki. 

Navy  Departmknt.  S^jifemlxr  IS,  18$^. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  in  referenc*e  to^ 
the  ti-ansfer  of  the  stcanier  I^^nftr  and  your  lett^n'  of  the  10th  instant 
forwarding  survey  on  the  engine  and  t)oilers  of  the  steamer  /7#/r/<//i. 

The  Deptirtment  has  request^  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  the 
apm-aised  value  of  the  Ff*intet%  ^IKCMKl,  naid  over  to  it.  ^M 

The  repairs  or  the  refpiirements  for  the  F!nr!d<i  have  been  ordered^ 
to  lie  executed  with  all  pmcticable  disjnitrh  at  the  Novelty  Works. 

The  Depailiueiit  is  a^in  under  the  necessity  of  calling  your  atten* 
tion  to  ita  order  recjuiring  bimonthly  rejiorts  of  the  s^tions  of  the 
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e;18  of  the  squadron  to  be  transniitteil  to  it.     It  hits  been  some  time 
3ce  a  report  of  this  character  ha.s  been  received. 
1  aitij  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welleb, 

Secretury  cf  the  Nam^, 
Rear-Adiiiiral  Saml.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Conndg.  South  Atlantk  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Haf/aluf  S*  C. 


rd^  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ntimj  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  Z71  S. 
JVam/^  regard hig  trans ft-r^  of  commutid. 

Navy  I)EPART3tfENT,  September  18,  186^. 
Sm:  Commodore  Peuder^ini^t  han  been  directed  to  send  the  U.  S.  S* 
^Wijwahichnt  to  Poi't  Royal  in  charge  of  her  first  lieutenant.     On  her 
arrival  you  will  transfer  Lieu te nan t-Coiimiauder  John  L.  Davis  to  the 
eonmiand  and  assign  some  acting  master  to  the  Vixuffi  in  the  place  of 

I  Davis. 
b         I  am,  respectfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 
I  Gideon  Welles, 

I  Seeret'ary  of  the  Navy, 

I  Rear- Admiral  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pord^  (i.  S.  Nfirt/^  of  the  arrival  at  Part 
^  Royal,  S.  a,  of  the  U,  S.  S.  W^der  WUck 

^H  Flagship  Wabash, 

■  Port  Royal  Marior,  S.  C,  Septemhe?^  18,  186S. 

^^  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depai-tnient  of  the  arrival  here 

tJiis  morning  of  the  U,  S.  S,  Water  Wtteh,  Lieutenant-Commander  A, 

PeDdenjrast, 
I  Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

^V       Bmr-Admind^  Cmndy,  South  Atiantie  Blmkoding  Sgiiadrmt, 

[        Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

^^L  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wajihingtmi. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  JVaryto  Rear- Adni!  vol  Du  Pont^  P.  S, 
Navy^  transmittmy  copy  tf  coiooinnication  from  Kr- Governor  Pol- 
lock in  reference  to  the  Simsh  Chminel^  Charlmton  Hai^mr. 

Naty  Department,  Septcmhcr  19^  1862, 
Sir;  I  herewith  tninsmit  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  16th 
instant^  I'eceived  from  Ex-Governor  James  Pollock,  es<|.,  Philadelphia, 
in  reference  to  the  Swash  Channel,  Charleston  Harbor. 
I  I  am,  respectfully,  your  of»edient  servant, 

^^L  Gideon  Welles, 

^H  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

^H  Rear- Admiral  8.  F*  Du  Pont, 

^H  Vouidg,  Sualh  Ailardlc  Bltjckading  SquadroUj  Port  Ro^fdi^^M. 

^1 
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I  En  closure.] 

Mint  <*f  the  United  States,  _ 

Pluhtddphia,  Sept€7nher  16,  1862. 

Sir:  A  true  nxiA  loyal  f  lioiid  to  the  (xoverriment  and  nation  has  given 
me  iniportiint  iiif  on  nation  in  relation  to  the  channel  in  ChariestOB 
Harbor,  S^uth  Carolina,  tbrun^li  which  the  rebels  were  receiving  aid 
from  the  English  and  at  the  name  time  escaping  with  their  cotton. 

He  Hays  that  in  the  early  part  of  l8tU,  and  after  the  stone  vessels 
had  been  sunk  in  the  Ship  Channel,  he  saw  and  conversed  with  a  nuni-J, 
berof  captains  who  hacf  f)een  connected  with  the  Charleston  line  of 
steamers  and  of  sailing  vessels,  paiticularly  the  latter,  who  informed 
him  that  in  consequence  of  the   hlling  no  or  obstructing  the  Shij 
Channel,  the  Swash  Channel  had  greatly  deepened  and  there  was  nc 
difficulty  in  getting  in  through  that  channeb     My  friend,  who  is  well 
jicquainied   with  Charleston   Harbor,  believes  from  the  informatioH 
furnished  by  the  caj) tains  that  the   f'^lltt   Warleif  and  other  i^teamei 
have  passed  through  this  t^hanneb     The  informatit*n  connnun Seated  de- 
serves the  consideration  of  the  Navy  Department.     The  gentleman  to 
whom  I  refer,  and  who  has  given  me  the  m formation  herein  contained, 
is  Koix'rt  B,  Potts,  esq.,  of  Caniden,  N.  J.,  a  man  of  the  liighest char- , 
acter  and  social  [*osition,  and  who  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
Southern  trade  and  shipi>ing. 


I  am,  very  truly, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  fhfj 


J  AS.  Pol  LOCI 


jVh  t^tf. 


fhihr  of  Rmr-Adfturfil  Da  Pmtf,  IL  A\  Namj^  to  fhrnmandtT 
urn/en^  LL  S.  iVifi'y,  cmnmanding  /7.  *S'.  A'.  Merctdita, 


Sir:  You  will 
mand,  off  Charlf 
Godon,  senior  officer. 

Respectfully,  et4j., 


Flaosiiif  Wabash, 
Port  Hof/al  Harbor,  S.  C,  Septetnher  19,  186S. 
please  proceed  wuth  the  Mereedifa.  under  your  com-' 
4on  anfl  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  S.  W, 


Conunander  H. 


S.  Stellwagen, 

(j\  &\  S.  Mvr€idlta, 


S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Mea  r-  A  dmiraL 


Rf'jtori  ff  liLur-Aditu'ral  iJn  P<tmt^  IL  S.  Nony^  of  thr  dtjmrture  fai 
tJie  north  of  ctTtain  United  States  '}^emels. 

Flagship  Waba8H, 
Pmi  liiif/ffl  Jfarhor,  [S.  C.\  Sej4emher  L%  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  i reform  the  Department  that  I  have  dia 
patched  the  following  v(*ssels  to  the  north: 

The  //Kv,  Acting  Master  D(»vens,  commanding,  to  New  York,  with  a 
number  of  men  from  the  squadron  w^hose  times  are  out  and  for  whom 
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bore  was  no  vooni  on  tho  MffHsachumtts^     T\w  hift  was  also  in  want  of 
Ttuin  outHts  vvhit'h  rould  not  be  supplied  lii^re,  and  was  without  a 
'  pi'oper  complement  i>t  officers  and   crew.      Sbe  wailed  on  the   11th 
in.^tiint. 

The  thututn!^  Aetiii»r  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ntekel?^,  eouinmndintr. 
to  New  York,  to  lie  docked,  in  t^onsetptenee  of  injuries  received  from 
runnintj  aground.     She  sailed  on  the  IHth  instant. 

The  Jo  Hit  H  Adijrr^  Commander  Baldwin,  to  Baltimore,  to  receive  on 
l»oard  the  new  steam  chimney  constructing  thei'e.     The  steamer  ib  in 
^yieed  of  other  repaim. 

H[  VeiT  respectfullv,  vour  ol)edient  i*ervant, 

H  s;  F.  Du  Pont, 

'^F  Rf^ar-Affnftntl^  Vomfi^j.  Srtnth  Atiitntk'  Biifvknduiif  Squmlnm, 

Hon,  Oir>Eo\  Wklles, 

eport  of  Lieuidnant  Truaiun^  U,  S,  Navy^  eommmidiyig  IT*  S,  S, 
^l(ibof/ia,  tritn»mittmfj  Cf^rre^/MtrtdeftCfj  ngurdhttj  the  ftln/j  upunflmj 
of  truce. 

tU.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
St,  Afidreici'^,  ScptendHr  19,  We2. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  hei"ewith  to  enclose  you  a  letter  just  received 
xm\  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clinch,  C,  S.  forces,  and  my  reply  thereto, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vourohedient  servant, 
W.  T,  Teuxtun, 
Lieutefimd'  Vmnmamiet*, 
Eear'Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Vomdg,  South  Atlantic  BlovkadiiKj  S^pfitdr^m^  Port  Sai/aL 
Sit 


[EiR'loifnres.} 


Hdqrs.  SoiTH  OF  THE  Altamaha,  Septrifiher  19,  /Wi?, 
Sir;  I  have  just  learned,  wMth  nmch  regret,  that  c>ne  of  your  boats 
bearing  a  fla^  of  truce  was  fired  into  hv  my  pick»^t  at  Cahiii  Bluff,  I 
hai4t€n  to  apoloffize  for  the  mistake,  and  to  assure  [yon]  that  it  was  done 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  intentions  f»f  th*^  boat.  She  had  i wished 
the  picket  and  they  were  unwilling"  to  exjx>se  themselves  and  hail  her, 
ns  they  should  have  done,  hecause  not  kmg  '^ince  thrcp  Inirges  from 
8ome  vessels  off  St.  Simon's  had  approached  the  picket  at  lielle  Point 
under  the  Hanctity  of  a  w^hite  flag  and  deliVjeratelv  tired  into  the  picket 
Such  a  prostitution  of  an  emblem  held  saereef  by  all  other  nations 
has  caused  3'ours  to  l>c  tired  into  when  on  a  J>ona  tide  crmnd.  It  shall 
not  occur  again.  Allow  me  to  say,  however,  if  correctly  informed 
as  to  the  object  of  your  flag,  that  it  wils  an  extraordinary  one,  an  it  in 
mjt  U8ual  to  reward  one's  deserters  and  traitors  hy  sending  them  their 
families  and  effect^*,  however  much  we  may  desire  to  rid  ourselves  of 
such  canaSUe,  I  desire  also  to  call  your  attention  to  tlie  ti¥o  men 
lately  captured  liv  your  barges  at  Black  Point:  One,  Mr,  Malcolm 
Crawford*  is  a  citizen;  I  believe  it  is  not  usual  to  hold  such  as  pris- 
oers;  the  other,  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  private  soldier*  Vou  are  doubtle^ 
,re  that  in  the  late  battle  of  Manassas  alone  we  captured  many 
d  Federal  soldiers  and  immediately  released  thera  pn  parole. 


imi  ^imiiii^  zmn  nf^^crurciia  init  iiicaie?& 

iF3Ban  nnrii^t  if  •ai*ir  uL     K^nr  7^»r7  -j^sn^j 
liir  ▼•  imiKi  mil  •niUtr'^g,     •^Inr  »!iimp^  i 

jour  iM$c>-  if  ::m*»»   iiur^  3j    nt 


^THMHiagrtja  if  He  ixroic  noj  lur  Time  iniffir  x  Imi^  if  ^mx  acVacn 

I  un  ^atn?*i^  jriuinnc  tt  'hk  iifiiir  T^/tt  nencuii  ic  3iale  Purine  or  •?€ 
lie  smor*  if  rw^i  Hen  ir  Biairii:  FiiniL  luc  7*110:  aiBinmniBtfain  w3I 
itt  :!nr-v:irni>*i  u  'ne  jftinurru  '•inumiDimi^  inc  us-  twrairnrini 

I  "Ml  nut  lur  -.sar^jsr-  31^  Tftc'??^  ^aac  ttm.  TOuuia.  Tikr  jar^aiitskc?  of 

Ti^"^5i?»f  ir  :ae  i^jv^afrimenc  Tmin  I  la'^  "Sie  lumrr  x  -j^fr^^. 


-•m:  I  la--  iilt-*i    in  "He   T'^. ••»  '▼•ta  Mnmuniciua*  ¥*tti  '^raica  dbe 
ic  :  -—  -n^  ^rnr-v^r   'r  -'ur  -ui^;;!»*<C]i»u  iac  ?vftie  'trvMW^  ^fhniiiii  JBvi 

-ils-Isrl    n-r   '•^  lit-  ^IIVHTIGn 

f^'ir-^rti  3rriH!Taii  ir*ll  ]?r»v*i**x  )it  Vvnjva;  •%'ta  :^viiie  I>>^  neo^wTlsfc 

*  "^m  irn-r-aac:*"!  -^ir-i^o^-:   **    V  r.ni;:  XiteOfC  C*«ie  Ami  ^5  ^:vott» 
Tsftc-iis-  *r:=r  TTW'CPs'  3ii2  V  sui\xe<i2  tc  "He  :r^«.  :)m/w  :iie  >itilL 
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1  would  recommend  that  in  the  meantime  you  will  disturl^  the  reVfe 
by  an  occasional  z^^hot  and  keep  theoi  from  improving  their  work  until 
the  troops  arrive. 

KespectfuUv,  etc, 
'  "  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

I  Cbcomatider  C  SrEEnnAX, 

^H  Senior  Ojfieer,  Si,  Jokn*s  River^ 

I 


\Order  of  Sear- Admiral  Dh  I\f9*i^  L\  »!**  3'iejy,  Ut  CmHtnander  Dmemm^ 
U.  &  Nomy^  ^trnimandin^  C  ^  X.  HurmK 


k 


FuiGSHip  Wabash, 
Ihri  B^fyai  Uarhc^r.  S.  C,  Sej^emier  20,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  pleaee  pnxseed  with  the  ffuron^  under  3*our  command, 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockadiog  duty  to  Captain  S.  W.  Godon^ 
senior  oiEcer, 

RejspectfuUv,  etc, 

S.  F.  Dt:  Pont, 

Bear-Admirals 
Commander  J.  Dowires^ 

U*  S*  S*  Huron. 


Bgx^rt  of  Bear-Admir*i'  .  T,  S.  ^My,  of  the  d^partMre  for 

PhUaddphia  oftiu  U.  S.  ^Up  Dale. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Bo^tl  Ilarhf0r.  S\  C,  September  SO,  ISOS, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  departure,  on 
the  ITth  in^stant.  for  Philadelphia,  of  the  IJ,  S.  sloop  Pale. 

This  vessel  hs^  been  long  in  commi^on  and  her  crew  twice  threat- 
Lened  with  scuny.     They  are  a  fine  ^xjd^-  of  men.  and,  though  the  Dale 
fhas  V>een  a  serviceable  vesi^el  in  her  way,  the  crew  would  be  more  use- 
ful if  transferred  to  a  steamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S-  K  Du  POKT, 
Rcar-Admirtd^  CVmdg.  SatUh  Atlaniie  Btedcading  Sfuadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secr(f*tr^  iff  the  Navy^  Wo^hingt^^n. 


iif  Acilmj    ir<dunt^jer  Lieuti^nunt    linj-UT.    U*    S.   Satfy,  «MW- 
JML /T.  -S.  iark  Gem  of  the  Sea^  rf:*jardimj  affalm  in  the  rtciiuig 

™"      s.  a 

V.  S.  Bark  Gem  or  thx  Sea, 
Georgeioy^rt  I/arfjor^  StpteuAer  20^  ISBS* 
Sir:  I  have  the  booor  to  report  to  vou  that  all  is  quiet  here  and  in 
the  vicinity  at  preseoi,  and  ako  that  there  are  1^  c^ootrafaands  aad  IS 
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^fug'ee^  on  North  Island  under  our  protection.     They 


all  in  a  dm 
titnte  condition  for  the  wunt  of  food  antl  clothing.  I  aui  now  supplv- 
ing  them  with  half  nit  ions  from  the  Inirk  and  a  lialf  p«*ek  of  the 
captured  rice  e4U*h  per  we4»k,  which  make^  them  very  comfortable  ia 
the  way  of  food.  J 

There  U  now  and  then  a  contraband  coming  in  at  thi^  station,  who 
has  made  his  e8Cttpe  from  his  master,  but  they  bring  no  reliable  infor 
mation  in  regard  to  the  mm  ement^s  of  the  rebels. 

1  have  provisions  on  board  for  alx>ut  four  weeks  from  this  date  foi 
the  ship  and  contrabands  iishore. 

Please  tind  euilosed  a  letter,  which  I  received  to-day  by  U-  S.  Si 
Waft-r  Witcfi^  dated  at  Georgetown,  S.  C*  August  7.  18fi2,  from  a 
jx^i-son  who  signs  his  name  as  ^'UnioniBt"  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion the  letter  is  from  Mr.  David  Risley,  who  lives  at  Georgetown, 
S.  C,  and  has  a  sawmill  at  that  place.  There  is  mention  made  in 
the  accompanving  letter  of  spies  landing  on  North  Island  at  North 
Inlet  and  coming  down  to  the  south  end  through  the  woods.  I  have 
seen  nothing  of  the  kind  as  yet,  althoogh  I  have  twelve  con ti^abands  as 
pickets,  who  take  their  turns  in  going  to  North  Inlet  twice  a  day  to 
see  if  there  is  any  sign  of  any  one  landing  there;  and  to  make  sure 
that  those  picket^s  do  their  duty  1  have  placed  picket*^  at  the  north  end 
of  the  island,  that  they  may  bring  me  one  back  on  their  return  to 
report. 

I  am,  respectful ly,  your  obedient  servant. 

LB.  Baxter, 
Aeting   Vidnni-eer  LleHttnant^  Cmnmanding. 

liear-Adjuinil  S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

I^lu^'  Officer^  Oinnmanding  Smith  Atlantic  Bl<H}kading  Squudnn 

tRnclofitirc.] 

GEORtiETOWN,  S,  C,  Augujif  7,  I^S* 
Siii:  1  sent  you  a  comnumiaition  bv  Deimy,  in  which  I  told  yo5^ 
that  the  steamer  Naj^hrHle  was  in  the  Ogeechee  River.  I  afterwards 
learned  that  the  steamer  SiO'  was  also  there.  Geneml  Pern l>er ton  vis- 
ited this  plate  on  the  3d  instant  to  select  a  suitable  loaxtion  for  bat- 
teries. He  siiid  thiit  he  would  erect  one  at  Frazicr  Point  and  one  at 
Mavrant's  Bluff  as  soon  as  he  could  get  the  men  and  guns. 

Ward's  artillery  company,  U><>  strong,  have  left  their  encampment 
near  Georgetown,  and  a  part  of  them  are  now  located  at  Laurel  Hill, 
on  the  Waccamaw;  the  balance  are  between  the  Pedee  and  Black  riv* 
ers.  Your  camn  on  North  Island  is  frequently  visiter!  by  spies. 
They  go  to  Nortli  Inlet  and  walk  up  through  the  woods.  The  pilot  on 
thf^se  expeditions  is  one  Jasper  Ganida.  The  cavalry  force  near 
(i(^orgcto\vu  is  about  5<K>  strong. 

The  writer  will  be  absent  From  Georgetown  until  about  the  1st 
November. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

''Unionist*'* 
Senior  Officem  Commanding  Blockading  Squadron, 

Of*  Oemyeknim  MitrancemJ 


i 
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[Tclegnun.] 

U.  S.  S.  POTOMSKA, 

Fort  Mimrot\  Stpfemhrr  20, 
Have  been  compelled  to  return  liere;  engine  in  }md  condition;  chief 
engfineer  not  conii>etent.  Have  not  gut  one  ^ood  en^^ineer  on  hoard. 
Under  the  most  favorable  circuinstiinees  could  not  get  5  mile8  an  hour 
out  of  her;  with  that  speed,  and  carrying  only  45  tons  of  coal,  can  not 
get  anywhere.  1  send  this  by  permission  of  Admiral  Wilkes,  senior 
Eere.  Waiting  for  instructions.*  Can  not  get  along  without  at  least 
one  good  engineer, 

Wm.  Budd. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

S'eervtary  of  Navy. 


LiM*r  fram  Rear-Adfrnral  Iht  Pfmf,  f_L  S.  Jfav^^  to  Major- Gmercl 

Mltehel^  U,    S.  Aj*mt/^  wivmimjpoiitjHmetnfmt^  on  aecfyunt  of  storm^ 
of  ihs  e£pediiimi  in  St.  JohCs  Uivei\  Florida, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Roijnl  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  ^1,  1862, 
General:  When  the  communication  from  vour  adjutant-general 
came  to-day  the  weather  had  not  quite  declared  itself,  and  I  felt  like 
deferring  an  hour  or  two  before  making  the  suggestion,  which  I  do 
not  now  hesitate  to  make,  that  the  ti'oops  should  not  embark  until  this 
storm  is  over. 

The  discomfort  to  them  is  very  great  under  any  deiav,  and  the  bars 
I  are  rendered  imjmssable  on  the  coast  generally,  jmrticularly  the  St. 
I  John's,  until  a  day  or  so  after  the  storm. 

My  force,  as  you  are  aware,  is  on  the  river,  excepting  the  vessel 
with  the  supply  of  aimuunition,  which  will  precede  the  expedition.    It 
is  for  the  troops  that  I  feel  concern,  and  hence  this  note. 
I  ani,  general,  with  great  respect,  jours,  etc., 

S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Mear'Admiral, 
Major-General  Mitchel, 

Commandmf/  Dej^artment  oftAe  SoutL 


rt  if  Omimmuhr  Werden^  U,   S,  Nam^  Cfnnmmidmf^  U,   S.   S, 
nnaiM/h.,  of  th^  eaptirre  on  Folly  Mnna  of  siw  reputed  pa884snger8 
from  British  sttanur  Anglia. 

U,  S.  S.  CONKMAUGH, 

Stono  Inl^,  Septetnher  €1,  186^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  re[M)rt  to  you  that  early  this  morning  I  sent 
the  FUen  and  captured  six  persons  discovered  on  Folly  Island,     1 
de'Sire  to  know  what  I  am  to  do  w^ith  them. 

They  stat^  that  they  w^erepassen gel's  on  board  the  English  steamer 
Anglih,  which  sailed  from  Niissiui  on  the  ITth  instant,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  running  the  blockade  otl'  Charleston;  that  between  1  and  2 
O'clock  a,  m,  on  the  U)th  instant  the  steamer,  having  passed  sevenil  of 

•  See  Series  1,  voL  8,  pp.  78  and  79. 
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the  blockading  ve.ssels,  uiid  being  off  tbe  entrance  of  the  hurlKyr, 
missed  the  channel  and  got  aground  to  the  southward.  Fearing  tha^^ 
the  vessel  would  ^u  to  pieces  before  morning,  they  were  landed  oi^f 
Folly  Island^  which  was  quite  near,  where  thej  have  reoiained  without^" 
food  until  this  morning,  when  they  gave  themselves  up. 

The  steamer  was  not  seen  by  them  we  next  morning  and  the  inf  crenc^H 
is  that  she  escaped.  ^| 

Enclosed  1  send  you  the  names  of  the  prisoners  on  Ixjard,  with  all 
the  information  regarding  them  I  have  been  able  to  obtain.  I  am 
informed  by  them  that  the  yellow  fever  was  at  Nassau  when  they  left, 
but  they  had  no  sickness  on  tmard  during  the  passjige. 

I  am*  nearly  out  of  coal  and   require  some  repairs,  and  if  it  be 
proj>er.  with  your  pennission,  I  would  like  to  take  the  Vanetnaugh 
Port  Royal. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senant, 

R,  Werden, 
Cmrimajider^  U,  S,  Namf. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coindg.  South  Atkintlc  BloAading  Sqimdrt/n^  Port  Boi^,  8.  C 

CEiiekaure.] 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  attached^  do  hereby  solemnly  swear, 
without  anv  mental  reseiTation  or  evasion  whatever,  that  while  on 

board  the  tF.  S,  S.  Conetnavgh  we  will  not,  by  any  word  or  deed^  do 
anything  prejudiciHl  or  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Government 
of  the  IJmted  States,    8o  help  us  God. 

E.   ZACHmSER. 

W.  K.  Matthews. 
E.  S,  Jones, 

A.  J.  pENrNGTON, 

J  AS.  'W.  Carmen. 
JuLiEN  Ransom. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Ihi  Pbfit^  U,  S,  JViit^y,  to  Actma  Vol%m$eer 
Lieutenant  Cavendy^  U.  ^.  JVam^  commatidifig  U*  S.  dark  Gems- 
hol\  to  proceed  off  Charleston^  S,  V*  ^J 

Flagship  Wabash,  ^H 

Port  Royal  Horhor,  S.  a,  September  n,  IS6S.         ' 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  w  ith  the  Geuwhok  under  your  conunand  off 
Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  S,  W.  Godon,  of 
the  Pmfjhatan^  the  senior  officer. 
1  send  you  to  relieve  the  Reatltm^     Enclosed  are  squadron  paper:?. 
Respectful Iv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ed.  Cavendt, 

U.  S,  Bark  Gem^k. 
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Ovflm*  of  Rear'Admrml  Da  Pont^  V.   S,  JVttv^^  to  LieiUeruint-  Com- 
mandtsr   Pendergrmt,,    U.    H*   Nttvy^  commandimj    U,   S*  S*    Water 

Witch ^  to  jJTor^^^d  ftrr  delhyet^  of  mnmunition  to  St,  Jokn^g  JSwer^ 
Flor!d4i. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Roytd  Ilarhrr.  X.  t\,  September '22,  180^, 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  Wattjr  Witeh  utider  your  conmiand 
to  Wiissaw  Sound  and  receive  from  the  SJhujo^  Coniiimnder  Aiumeii, 
thirty  inO-nounder  rifle  projectiles.  You  will  next  proceed  to  St. 
Simon's  ttiid  receive  fifty  more  of  the  same  from  thr  rmrfuen  if  she 
can  spare  them.     For  each  jjrojectik'  you  will  obtain  a  cartridge. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  the  St.  John's  River,  reporting  to  Com- 
mander Steedman  and  delivering  to  him  the  above  ammunition. 

You  will  return   to  this  port  as  80on  vls  Commander  Steedman  has 
any  important  conmiunieution  to  send  by  you  or  immediately  after  the 
operations  contemplated  are  completed, 
ResjK^ct fully.  etc%, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Haf/''  A  dmind, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A,  rENDERORAST, 

n.  S,  S.   Water  WitcL 


Ordrn^  of  Hmr- Admiral  Da  Pont^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Captmn  God^n^ 
U*  S.  Maify^  sefiufT  offictrroff  ( ^arlestofij  regarding  miimSrtm  m^ttern. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilm^M/r^  S,  C, ,  Sfptemher  M^  1S6£, 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  (Tewahok  to  relieve  the  Reath^m  at  her  present 
station.     Yoii  will  pleawe  dispatch  the  latter  vessel  at  once  to  Poll; 
Koval 

i'our  dispatch  of  the  lir^th  instant  w^as  received  Ijist  ni*^ht  by  the  Water 
Witr/t.  Tne  order  to  the  yacht  ^J/z/^vvVy/  in  reference  to  boiu'ding  ves- 
sels was  covered  entirely  l>v  my  blockading  instructions  of  October  24, 
a.H  modified  by  the  instructions  of  December  1^  180L  to  w  Inch  you  will 
please  refer.  As  the  Aaarirtj  may  not  have  these  iostru(»tions,  I  send 
herewith  squadron  papei's  directed  to  Acting  Master  liaker, 

I  also  send  herewith  squad nm  jmpers  for  the  Ilmtmtfrrri^*  vluA  Merce- 
dita^  the  receipt  to  be  acknowledged. 

Masters  Mate  [Sheruian]  Allen  will  be  sent  north  by  the  fii-st  oppor- 
tunity. If  you  have  anyone  on  lioard  the  PiMrhafart  whom  ymi  can 
reconmiend  to  his  place  send  his  name  to  me  and  I  will  give  hini  an 
appointment;  there  is  no  spare  master  here  at  present. 

You  will  send  the  Play  to  Port  Eoyal  wh<^ never  you  ciin  dLspense 
with  her,  the  limwattmie  taking  her  place.     I  have  received  the  tWrts 
with  the  one  in  which  the  position  of  the  blockading  vessels  are  marked, 
and,  as  far  us  1  can  judge,  they  seem  to  l>e  judiciously  placed. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rea/r-  Admiral. 
Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Senior  O^er  of  Vfairle^tim, 
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Letter  fnnn  Major- Gfneml  Mitchell  V.  S.  Arrny^  t^t  Rettr- Admiral 
Ihi  I\ntt„  V,  S,  Naify^  regarding  inforrn^iofi  receit^ed  mt  to  the  hl^ock- 
a(h'  runruT  yashinlle  in  Ogeechee  ic/fvr. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

I  Hi  ton  Head,  Se/deffifu^r  f.i,  ISSg, 
Admiral:  I  utu  informed  Hy  Colonel  Harton.  coimiijuidin^  iit  Fort 
Pulaski,  that  oti  yesterday  two  iiitelligimt  m^^roes  (mmv  into  the  fort* 
huvin|(es<!uiied  froiri  Savarrnjih  the  day^vefore.  Th<-\v  hmught  Charles- 
ton papers  of  the  2<>th  instant.  From  the  nejLj[-roes  Cok>nel  lliirton 
learrjs  that  theConfeilenite  steiinier  XaHhrilir  has  tiikeu  in  a  full  c-argo 
of  ecjtton  near  the  [ Sn viitHiah  and]  Gulf  Railnmd  hridgfe,  and  has 
dro]>i>ed  down  near  the  Imttery  at  Genesis  Point,  where  she  now  lie.s, 
watenintjf  her  upportunity  to  innke  her  esaijx*.  This  intelligenee  I 
think  relialil^',  ana  1  tlion^'-ht  it  proper  to  eouurnuiiente  it  to  \'ou,  though 
yon  utay  p<»ssiLly  have  more  aerumte  inforiuation, 
1  am,  re speet fully,  your  obedient  stn-vunt, 

O,   M,   ^IlTCHEL, 

Major-  (reneral^  C  out m 07iding> 
Re4ir-Admiml  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(hfft  ift  ti  ft  ding  Sfj  wtdron , 


letter  frmn  Major- Genend  Mitrhf!,  U,  S>  Army^  to  Rmr- Admiral 
Du  Pmd^  U*  S\  Av//*//,  giving  m/ditimial  ifijfrprimdioii  regarding 
chairs  in  Stivttnjnth  Rii^er. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Hnd\  lS.  a.  SeptendnT'JS^  186^, 
Admiral;  1  questioned  the  negroes  alhided  to  in  my  note  of  this 
inoi-ninjjf,  and  thtn'  say  that  the  nim  now  building  at  Sivannah  from 
the  Fintjid  will  l)e  ready  probably  in  about  three  weeks,  and  that  the 
floating  battery  is  nuw  n\  better  ei>nditiou  and  is  intended  for  use  near 
Savannah  at  the  head  nf  one  of  the  ishmds.  They  further  re|x>rt  that 
the  river  is  now  thorou|;fhly  obstriicted.  1  therefore  eoneuide  that 
thei-e  is  no  prol lability  of  the  mm  jtri^'iT^^?  ^^^^J  assistanee  to  the  Na^h- 
mllr  at  present. 

\ery  respeetfnlly,  youi"  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  Mitch  EL, 
Mojfft '-  (rt'tk  eraL  Cvm  m  am  ding. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Sgtmdnm. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Du  Prmiy  U.  S,  Navy ^  to  Major- General 
Mifehrl^  U.  S,  Annn^  in  regard  to  projKtaed  eJ^peditiffn  up  the  SU 
JohwH  Ri'i^r^  tlorifMi, 

Flagshh'  Wahamh, 
Port  Royal  Harha\  S,   C,  September  23,  ISB^, 
Sir:  As  you  request e<l  nie,  I  think  1  may  venture  to  say  that  the 
transport's  may  lea\'e  at  any  time,  as  far  as  the  weather  ia  eoneerned 
from  prejjsent  appeamnces,  that  you  may  deem  best, 
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The  liiir  at  St.  John^s  is  still  in  a  disturhed  condition  no  doubt,  but 
I  hope  will  1)0  [Mtssal>Io  in  a  day  or  two;  in  which  ai8e,  iL8  the  spring 
tide8  are  niakini^,  it  iw  desirable  that  the  ve.ssels  should  take  advantii^e 
of  them. 

The  Unt-a^  left  this  moriiin)^"  hy  the  inland  raissage  luid  the  Watt-r 
Witch  uut>iide,  and  t  hi  High  the  latter  has  to  eaft  at  twtJ  pbices,  I  have 
no  doul)t  both  will  lie  at  St.  John's  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that,  as  this  is  the  month  of  September,  dur- 
ing whieh  the  weather  is  always  unsettled,  in  ease  the  tmnsjx)rt8  find 
it  dangerous  to  erosH  the  St.  fJohn's  Bar.  that  they  eau  run  into  Fer- 
nandina.  in  whieh  event  it  would  l>e  of  the  utmost  importapee  to  keep 
the  destination  of  the  expedition  secret,  a>i  there  is  constitnt  eomrnuni- 
cntion  between  Fernandina  and  the  St.  John'8. 

I'lease  aeeept  my  thanks  for  the  information  you  so  kindly  sivnt  tue 
to-day  in  reference  to  the  rams  at  Savannah, 
I  am,  general,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Reit  r-AdmintL 

Major  (xeneral  O.  M.  Mitchel, 

Vmnmandtng  Department  ofth£  South, 


Repmi  of  Lieuifnanf-Cfmr}ftanih'r  TruHmu  U.  S.  Namy^  commmiding 
the  IL  S,  IS,  Aluhamu^  of  the  capture  ofthr  Briihh  Hclioimer  Nelly, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Of  Omnlmw  Smind,  (rermjiiU  Septet/iher  f  J,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  infoiiu  you  that  this  ve.ssel,  under  my  com- 
mand, captured  on  this  date  the  English  schooner  Ndh/^  from  Nassau, 
purporting  to  be  bound  for  Baltimorr\ 

At  the  time  of  her  capture  she  wiis  in  l^  fathom.s  water  with  the  land 
in  night. 

Her  cargo  consists,  according  to  her  impers,  of  drugs,  hardware, 
salt,  soda  ash,  and  nine  barrels  salt, 

I  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudic^ition  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  A.  H.  Stinipsun.  Hereaptain  remains  in  her.  Her  crew,  con- 
sisting <>f  four  men,  are  i^till  on  board  this  ship,  and  will  l>escnt  north 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  am,  sir,  verj^  renpectfuUv, 

W.  T.  Tkuxtun, 
Li^ii^uini'  Cmnmunder. 
Rear-Adminil  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Corodg,  Soktth  Atlmitte  Bh** •leading  S*pmdf*oti^  Port  Hoyol  Harbor, 


d^rofliear'AetmtrtdlM  Poid,  V*  S,Namy^  to  Captain  Godmi^  Ui  S* 
Navy^  reyardmg  the  LL  S.  veimels  Nontjlch  mid  Gem  of  the  tSea. 


send  to  Boston. 


FiJiGSHiP  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbin*,  S.  C,  Septeodje-r  23.  1862, 

at  once  to 
pui'ixjse  to 


■  I  on  itoyai  hutoot^  o,  c,  oepieotoer  i 

Sir:  Enclosed  Is  an  order  to  tbt*  Norwich  to  proceed 
Georgetow^n  and  relieve  the  Gem  uf  the  Stu^  which  vessel  I 
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If  the  Norwich  is  in  want  of  coaL,  sapplT  her,  if  possible,  with  a 
few  tons;  there  is  none  in  this  harbor.  I  will  send  her  some  at  the 
earliest  moment  I  can. 

Respectfully,  etc.. 


Captain  S-  W.^  Godon, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charl^gUm. 


S.  F.  DuPoHT, 

Rear-Admiral. 


[EnckMue.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor.  S,  C,  September  £3,  1869. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Xorwich  ander  your  command  to  Greor^to wn  and  relieve  the  Gem  of  the 
Sea^  which  vessel  will  immediately  sail  for  Boston  on  yoar  arrival. 

You  will  receive  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter  all  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  the  condition  of  things  in  and  around  those 
waters,  enquiring  particularly  about  certain  steamers  reported  to  be 
armed  and  said  to  oe  lying  above  Georgetown. 
Bespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dc  Pont, 

Rear-Admired, 
CkHnmander  J.  M.  Duncan, 

n  S.  S.  Norwich. 
P.  S. — If  you  find  it  any  advantage  to  make  use  of  the  Gem  of 
the  Sea  or  her  commander  for  a  few  days  in  making  reconnoissances  or 
otherwise,  you  can  do  so,  which  will  also  secure  ner  better  weather 
going  north. 

S.F.  D.  P., 
Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Iht  Poiit^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Actina  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  Baxter.  C.  S.  Navy,  co^nmana!ng  U.  S.  dark  Gem 
of  the  Sea,  to  proceed  to  Bogton.  JMa^. 

Flagship  ^T  abash 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  September  63,  1862. 
Sib:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Nonrich.  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
proceed  to  Boston,   reporting  to  the  commandant  of   the  yard  and 
through  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Gern  of  the  Sea  has  been  on  this  station  over  ten  months  and 
most  of  that  time  engaged  in  the  arduous  duty  of  blockading,  and  I 
deem  it  but  just  that  the  officers  and  crew  should  have  some  relaxa- 
tion and  the  ship  undergo  such  repairs  as  may  be  necessary  to  fit  her 
again  for  active  service. 
Respectful] V,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxteb, 

r.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
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Rrport  of  R^ir- Admiral  iJn  Pont^  K  S.  Na^yy^  of  tks  arriml  of  the 
U,  S.  S*  Houmffmrv  at  Charhstofu  *S'.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rmjal  Ilarhf^r^  X.   (',,  Septemhtr^S,  1S62, 
Sfr:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the   Department  the  arrival  off 
i*harle8toii  on  the  l^^th  instant  of  the  Ilousatonu^when'^  for  the  pres- 
ent, nhe  i.s  stationed  on  bloekaditig  dotj. 

Verj"  respectfully,  vour  ofiedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear 'Admiral^  (Vmidtj.  South  Atlmitic  BloeJcading  Squadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrefitrt/  of  the  Nmyy^    Washington, 


'  of  tJie  Seerttary  of  the  Nai^y  to  Rear-Adm!raf  Dn  Prmt^  U.  S. 
JSwy^  ff^*    the  rigid  enforceinent  of  rtgidaHons  governing  tra^4: 
vntmn  the  limits  of  hin  tff/mmand. 

Na\^'  r>ErARTMENT,  September  Sj^  lS6i. 

Sir:  You  will  allow  no  vessel  to  imjxirt  or  export  merchandise  at 
any  part  of  the  courjtry  bloekuded.  Beaufort  [Pt>i"t  Koyal*],  S.  tl,  is 
the  only  port  own  to  genenil  tinfHe  within  the  liniit.s  of  the  South 
A  tla  u  t i  c  Rl  u  c  kad  i  iig  8t  1 1 1  ad  r o  n . 

You  will  not  re^mro  what  are  called  "periinti^"'  from  any  officer 
except  th<»  Secrettiry  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy,  as  authorizing 
the  ing^ress  or  (»gress  of  any  yessel  \n  yiolation  of  the  Idockade, 

There  nuist  l>e  no  favoritism  or  license  ^iven  to  any  one  or  more  of 
of  our  ctmntrymen  to  tmtlic  within  the  blockaded  region^  or  to  im|x*rt 
or  exixjrt  merchandise.  Tliat  would  be  justly  considered  a.H  evasive  of 
the  blockade  and  in  liad  faith. 

No  oflieer  of  the  Army  or  Navy  is  authorized  to  ^rant  permits,  and 
you  will  seize  all  vessels  i^ngaged  in  illegal  tnitlie. 

Such  vessels  as,  under  the  authority  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 
ment, may  be  engaged  to  carry  supplies  to  the  Army  or  Navy  will 
take  no  return  cargo. 

The  bh»ckade  is  intended  to  interdict  all  trade  whatever  with  the 
country  blockaded  during  it.>  continuance,  and  should  lie  rigidly 
enforced. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

(iiDEON  Welles, 

Stcrefury  of  the  jVavj/. 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Chmdg.  South  AUmdie  Bl<H;kading  Squadrfm^  Port  Royid^  S,  Cm 
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Letter  from  Major-  General  Mitchell  U,  S.  Army^  to  FUw-  Officer  Du 
PorU^  V.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  expedition  to  St.  Johiiv%  River^ 
Florida. 

Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  South, 

I  niton  Head,  S.  C,  September  2^,  1862. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  3'ou  that  the  expedition  to  St. 
John's  River  is  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  sail  on  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, the  25th  instant,  at  li)  o'clock. 

Ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.    M.    MiTCHEL, 

Major- General.,  Cotninanding. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  BUjckading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  British  Hclux^ner  Agnes^  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida^  off 
St.  Andreio^H  Sound,  Georgia,  September  25,  1862. 

Report  of  Captain  Godon,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harb^^r,  S.  C,  October  13,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  of 
the  English  schooner  Agnes,  by  the  Florida,  for  a  violation  of  the 
blockade  of  St.  Andrew's,  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

The  passengers  found  on  board  and  a  portion  of  her  crew  were  sent 
north  in  the  Massachusetts.  The  Agnesh^mg  direct  from  Nassau, and 
reporting  yellow  fever  at  that  port,  I  required  her  to  anchor  near  the 
guard  ship  in  Port  Ro\^al  Roads  until  the  weather  would  permit  her 
sailing  in  safety  for  Philadelphia.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  De  Kay. 
in  charge  of  the  Agnes,  misapprehending  his  instructions,  proceedea 
to  sea  without  authority  on  the  10th  instant,  leaving  behind  the  papers 
found  on  board  the  Agne^s  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  which  I  forward 
herewith. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GtoDON, 
Captain,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadiiig  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy^   Washingtofi,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Commander  Scott,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
St.  Andrews  Sounds  Georgia,  September  26,  1862. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English 
schooner  Agnes,  of  and  from  Nassau,  by  this  ship  under  my  command, 
for  violating  the  blockade  of  this  poit  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th 
instant. 

The  crew  consists  of  a  captain,  mate,  and  four  men.  Two  passen- 
gers were  also  found  on  lx)ard,  one  of  whom,  a  Mr.  Hernandez,  had 
succeeded  in  running  the  blockade  from  Savannah  in  the  Agues  with  a 
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car^o  of  cotton  on  the  5th  of  July,  186*2,  and  whjs  rapturod  three  days 
later  off  Hole  in  the  Wall  by  the  II  ft  a  tsv! fir.  The  .sehoonei-  was  taken 
to  Key  West,  eondeniiied,  and  sold.  He  had  previously  run  the  hloek- 
ade  in  the  schooner  from  Doboy;  is  a  SaviirTnah  pilot  and  thoroughly 


urqoiiinted  with  the  nomerons  sounds  and  inlets  on  the  Southern  coast. 

The  other  passenj^er,  J,  A.  SiMioian,  was  captured  in  the  schooner 

]\\  IL  Xtninrftp^  hy  the  FrrnnHdlun^  on  the  North  Carolina  coast* 


He  appears  to  he  an  old  hand  at  the  business,  and  his  perfect  famil- 
iarity with  thi'  Southern  coast  has  added  greatly  to  his  sut-ress.  They 
acknowledge  their  destination  on  the  present  occikaion  to  have  been 
Doboy  Sound;  but  being  unable  to  fetch,  they  stood  away  for  this 
place, 

I  have  plaeecl  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Philadi'lphiafor 
adjudication  undercharge  of  Acting  Masters  Mate  <f .  De  Kay,  with 
orders  to  touch  at  Port  Royal,  having  some  doubts  as  to  her  seaworthi- 
ness. 

The  captain  and  one  man  accompany  her,  the  bahince  of  the  crew 
remaining  on  iKmrd  this  vessel  until  a  favorable  opjxirtunity  occurs 
for  sending  them  north. 

The  passengers  above  alluded  to  I  have  ordered  to  repoit  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.    W.    SOOTT, 

LUutefiftiit-CoifivuinfJfT^  IL  S^  Nmnf^  Vmndg*  U»  S\  S.  F*lorida. 

Rear-Adniirai  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdt/*  i<fmiA  Athmtic  Bhtchidhig  Squmlrf^fi,,  Pfrrf  Royals  S,  C\ 


Eopcrt  of  Lieuteiumt-CommBiider  8«mta«t,  TJ   B.  Navy,  eommwidiiig  U.  S.  Z>  Wamititt*, 

U.  S.  S,  Wamsutta, 

St.  Simm\  Georgia,  OeUtbef*  2,  1862, 
Sir:  I  send  by  the  MasmehweiU  the  tnate.  three  of  the  crew,  and  two 
passengers  of  the  schooner  Agnt^M,  taken  by  the  P^ltfr!da  on  the  25th 
ulthiio  whilst  running  the  blockade  of  St.  Andrew's  Sound. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  oiiedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutt^mint-Omiffutnd'fT  mid  Senior  Officer* 

Rear- Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Bh^cJcudin^  Squadr(/n^  Port  Rogal^  S.  C 


Letter  from   Rear-Admirid  Du  Ptmt^  IL  A'.  Nary,  to  Major- Gen*>ral 

Mitchd.,    U.    S*    Aroig,  imnouuctng    ho<   {mjoediate  dejMniure    fnr 

Wmhittgton,  /A  C, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  lioi/id  iraj^Kn\  S.  C„  Sepft^od^r  m,  1S6^, 

General:  The  gunlwat  JhtfjotJiht  is  just  in,  three  days  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads. 

She  brings  me  an  order  from  the  Navy  Depaiiment  to  report  at 
Washington  without  delay  on  matters  connected  with  my  comniand. 

As  thfs  order  is  dated  so  far  back  as  the  IDth  instant,  1  feel  it  iiu^um- 
bent  to  leave  in  the  morning;  otherwise  I  should  have  the  satisfaction 
of  tiiking  leave  of  you  in  pei-son. 
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I  shall  go  in  one  of  my  smaller  steamers,  which  will  enable  me  to 
leave  the  Waiash  for  the  better  protection  of  this  harbor. 

The  senior  officer  in  my  place  is  Captain  S.  W.  Grodon,  now  off 
Charleston.  1  will  direct  him  to  repair  to  Port  Royal.  His  headquar- 
ters will  be  on  the  Vermont 

I  purpose  leaving  between  7  and  8  in  the  morning,  and  hope  to  be 
back  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 

With  great  respect,  etc. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General  O.  M.  Mitchel, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant-  Cora- 
mamter  Tnvxtun^  U.  S.  Navy.,  a/mmanding  Tj.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  26,  1862. 
Sib:  The  Alabama  requiring  repairs  which  can  not  be  made  here, 
you  will,  as  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea,  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
and  on'  your  arrival  report  yourself  to  the  coounandant  of  the  navy 
yard,  and  through  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Respectfinly,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 

Un  S.  S.  Alabama. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du,  Pont.,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Godon^ 
IL  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U,  S,  a.  Ellen-. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  26.,  1862. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  pi-acticable  you  will  relieve  the  Ellen,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Gillis,  and  dispatch  her  to  Port  Royal 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Admiral. 
Captain  S.  W.  GoDON, 

TL  S,  S.  Powhatan. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  veasela  under  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  September  26,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  positions  on 
blockade  of  the  vessels  of  my  squadron: 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C,  steamer  Norwich  and  a  small  steam  tug  cap- 
tured from  the  rebels. 
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Off  Buirs  Bay,  the  Gem^oL 

Off  Churl e.ston,  steamers  Paw/tatan^  ihTvandai^/^m^  Ilmisaffmic^ 
Mercedita,  South  ( \troUna^  Bl^nmllej  MarbkAead^  I^lambeau/  schoou- 
ers  Amerlcti  and  (L  \\\  Bhtnt. 

In  SU>no,  the  Conemituqh  und  Ellefu 

III  North  Edisto,  the  Ihtmn. 

Id  St*  Helena  Sound,  the  Shepherd  Kmipp. 

In  Wa^^saw  Sound,  the  SthagfK 

In  Os^ahaw  Sound,  steamers  Via'*  n  and  Duwtiyiinii.  bark  Fef'ruifulina, 

In  St,  Catherine'js,  tlic  bark  Braziiiera, 

In  Sapelo,  the  Madgie, 

In  St,  Sinion'8,  the  Wamsutta  and  Pmmw^, 

In  St.  Andrew\s,  the  Fhrldu. 

At  Fernandina,  the  Snmpfer^ 

In  St.  John's  River,  the  Pmd  Jones,  Water  Witch,  K  B.  Hale, 
UnctfH^  and  Pftr^Km,  These  st^anier>^,  with  the  Vlmatron  (which  put 
into  Port  Royal  for  repair?^),  in  eonjunetion  with  a  detachment  from  the 
Army,  under  Bri^adier-Genend  Bmnnan,  are  opemting  in  St»  John^s 
River  to  destroy  some  batteries  of  the  enemy  lately  ereeted. 

Off  the  Fishing  Rip  (Fort  Royal)  as  gmirtl  ship,  the  iandah'a. 

In  the  harbor  of  Port  Roval,  the  WafMmh,  Vermont^  Fiofj^  Ahihania^ 
Mohmrl\  bark  Re^tiem.  Of  the^se  tiie  last  four  are  undergoing  repairs 
and  taking  in  provisions. 

The  Hope  is  used  ehiefly  as  a  dispatch  vessel. 

The  hign -pressure  steamers  PhfuitrfLwl  DarUngton  have  been  trans- 
fenced  to  the  Army. 

The  Pitwf}**^  has  to-day  been  ordered  from  St.  Shnon's  to  Warsaw 
to  reinforce  the  SSaqo^  and  the  Florida  to  0«8abaw  to  assist  in  block- 
ading up  the  2k^mkviil€. 

Flagship  Keystone  State, 
Of  (  %irb'Htmu  September  27.  186^. 
Since  the  above  was  written  I  have,  in  i^bedience  to  the  Depart- 
ments order  of  the  lOth  instant,  transferred  my  Hag  to  the  Kegstone 
State  on  my  wav  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  examined  again  the  positions 
of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  iKjrt.  Thev  are  nmst  judiciously 
placed,  yet  I  must  report  to  the  Department  tnat  they  are  too  few  in 
number. 

I  t!*ust  that  some  of  the  steamers  which  have  gone  north  for  repairs, 
particularly  the  gim boats,  are  on  their  way  to  rejoin  this  squadron. 

Captain  (iodon,  of  the  Jhwhatfnt^  proceeds  to  Port  Ro^^al  to  assume 
charge  of  the  squadron  during  my  absence. 

He  will  tiike  up  his  residence  on  board  the  Vennmii^  as  it  was  impos- 
sible to  spare  the  I*owhfitan  from  off  Charleston. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  Department  that  during  the 
past  week  one  steamer  has  been  prevented  from  getting  into  Charles- 
ton and  another  driven  back  and  shelled  by  the  rkimhiuu  while  tem- 
porarily on  the  beach  under  the  batteries.  A  schooner  was  also  driven 
back  by  the  Norwich  a  few  nights  previous. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Adm,iral. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Stcrekrry  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  littir-Adinirai  Dn  Pant,  U.  S.  Nam^  to  Lieutenant' Omy- 
mmider  Seott^  U.  6\  Aw't/,  awimaiiding  u,  S.  S.  Fl^oridn, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

IWt  Ruynl  I{arhw\  K  a,  Septejfiher  ^7,  ISG'2. 
Sra:  Imiiiediutcly  upon  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  witli 
the  Fkmdtf  under  your  t*ommaud  to  Os.'^ahaw  Sound,  Georgia,  and 
report  for  l>lockadiriof  service  to  Lieuteiiant-Coinmander  John  L*  DaWs, 
of  the   Vixen. 

Re^peetfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiroi, 
Lieuteiiant-Commander  K.  W.  Scott, 

U,  S.  S,  Floridii. 


Ord^^r  of  Rear-AdmirttJ  Dtf  Pont^  IL  S.  Nmry^  to  Cmmnander  Le  Roif^ 
IL  S.  Nat^y^  lymimanding  U.  S,  S,  Keif  stone  State,,  to  proce^  to  PhiJ- 
adelphiaft^r  repairs. 

Flagship  Keystone  State, 
Delaware  Bay,  Septemher  S9,  186^, 
Sik:  I  purpose  leaviuj^  thi-s  ship  at  New  Castle,  to  facilitate  my  depar- 
ture ff>r  W^ashinf^ton. 

So  soon  a8  I  Tmve  landed  yon  will  please  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
reporting  your  arrival  toComuiodore  Pendergrast.  Please  say  to  hira 
that  I  have  forwarded  your  requisition  and  list  of  repairs  necessary 
for  the  !u>}jHtone  Stffte  to  the  Navy  Department.  Whatever  ho  can  do 
in  the  nieantime  to  accelerate  them,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  him  for. 
1  would  respectfully  suggest  to  him  that  she  l>e  docked  at  once,  and 
you  will  explain  that  it  will  onlj^  be  nece6sy.ry  that  she  should  remain 
there  a  short  time. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

.      S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiirah  Cmnd(j,  Sotdk  AtlmUic  Blockading  Sfuadran. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S\  S*  Keydons  State^  Ddo/war*  Bay, 


Rep/jrt  of  (jtjdain  Greeiu  U,  S\  Nfivy\,  regarding  an  aftaek  mad^  hy 
Liefdenant-ioinniander  NicholHon^  ronmiandiHg U,  S,  S,  MarhUdieud^ 
upm  fort  i fixations  mi  Stdlivan'^^  hkmd^  South  CaroUfua^  Septmnber 
SO,  im.  ' 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Of  VharleHon,  S,  a,  (Md>er  h  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  yesttn-day,  the  30th  ultimo,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Kicholson,  without  authority  from  me,  attacked  the  forti- 
tications  situat^^d  on  the  4*astern  end  of  SullivanV  Island,  neai"  Breach 
Inlet,  and  continued  the  attack  tV»r  some  time  after  signals  hatl  been 
made  to  him  from  this  ship  to  discontinue  it.  He  has  infoiTiied  me 
verball}^  that  he  had  your  authority  for  a  part  of  his  extraordinary 
proceeding,  and  1  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  affair,  and  request  such  action  as  you  ma}'  deem  necessary 
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to  vindicat4>  disripline  and  jifood  ordcM-  in  the  Jjlo<-kiidin^  force  off  this 
port. 

At  about  1:30" p.  dl  on  the  'AOih  ultimo  tln^  Jlftrh/^/frutl  made  signal 
requc^rtting"  permission  to  exert! iye  at  targi't  tiring,  wliirh  request  wa^ 
granted.  At  or  alxnit  2: 10  p.  m.  the  orat'er  of  the  deek  of  this  ship 
reported  to  nie  that  she  hatl  r(jmiiief*ced  tiring,  and,  preHiuniing  it  was 
in  strict  eoniplianee  with  the  permission  grunted,  I  took  no  further 
notice  of  it  until  an  unusual  stir  and  excitement  on  board  of  this  Yeni- 
sei caused  me  to  go  on  deck,  when  I  disct)vered  tiuit  the  Marhhltmd 
had  taken  a  |K>sition  within  range  of,  and  opened  tire  upon  the  fortiti- 
catioQs  abcn'e  mentioned.  The  enemy  re  turned  the  tire  and  continued 
to  do  so  until  after  the  MarbUhead  had  cea^^ed  firing  and  was  out  of 
range. 

Disapproving  and  surprised  at  the  unauthoriiiced  proceeding  of  Cap- 
tain NicholstJn,  and.  furthermore,  believing  that  he  could  not  inflict  any 
pennanent  injury  on  the  enemy*  l>ut,on  the  other  hand,  that  his  vessel 
might  J>e  s(j  seriously  cripj>led.  if  nothing  worse,  as  to  render  it  neces- 
sary for  hei-  U\  go  to  son  a*  Nortiiern  or  other  port  for  reimirs,  thereby 
reducing  the  force  off  this  port,  now  Ijarely  sufficient  for  its  stringent 
hlockade,  1  made  signal  to  him  to  '"cease  tiring/'  This  signal  was 
ta-rdily  answered,  and  the  attack  e*>ntinued  in  disoiiedience  to  it  until 
some  time  after  another  signal  had  been  made  to  and  answered  by  him 
to  '*come  within  hail"  of  this  vessel. 

I  am.  very  respectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  F.  Green, 

Captain. 

Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Comdg,^  pro  tern. ,  Smith  Atluntic  Bhickadinif  Squadron, 


iei\frmn  f /apt  a  in  fJreefu  U,  S,  Nainj^  to  Lieutenant' Commander 
Nlcholaon^  LL  *n  JVam/^  staging  h!»  intentum  to  report  his  cmiduct  to 
the  senior  officer. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigda, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  t' ,  Octobtfr  J,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  attack  on  the  fortitications  on  the  neighboring  shore  yes- 
terday»  even  udniitling,  as  you  infoj-mcd  me  verbally,  that  you  had 
previously  obtained  Captain  Godon's  permission  to  use  said  fortifica- 
tions for  target  practice,  and  your  continuance  of  the  attack  after  two 
separate  signals  had  been  made  from  this  vessel  and  answered  by  vou, 
viz,  one  directing  you  to  *^  cease  tiring''  and  the  other  to  '*  come  within 
hail,'*  ap[>ears  to  me  so  violative  of  ndlitaiy  propriety  and  asage  that 
1  deem  it  my  duty  to  I'CjKJrt  the  matter  to  the  senior  officer  command- 
ing this  sipiadi'on. 

Should  you  hav*'  anv  statement  or  explanation  to  make  in  relation  to 
the  proceedings,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  forward  it  enclosed  with 
my  reiK)rt, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  F.  Grbbn. 

Ca^in. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S,  Nicholson, 

Comma  ml  intj  IL  S.  S*  MarUehead^  off  ChoHeskm^  S.  C, 
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Repo^rt  of  Li^utenatit-Catmnander  Nwfiol^tm^  U^  S,  Nfi7?i/,efmn        ^*  >q 
U*  S*  .S.  Marbleheud^  in  esppl^inufum  of  his  atta^Jc  upfmfmi^  *^ 

on  SuUimaTCs  Islmid^  South  Carolina^  SepUmber  J0,  1862. 

U.  S,  Gunboat  Marblkhead, 

Of  CharlmUm,  Orfoh^r  i?,  im2. 
Sir:  I  raspoctfully  state,  in  ix*ply  to  yoxiv  coiiiiiiunicaitiun  of  3^ester- 
day,  that  I  had  rc^cGivcd  Captain  Godon's  permisision  to  exercise  at 
taf^^et. 

In  granting  tliis  he  very  signiticantly  told  tiio  that  the  fortfcj  at 
Breach  Inlet  were  a  capital  target. 

I  willingly  adopted  his  sefffrestion,  and  ufti^r  I  obtained  your  i>er- 
niission  to  lire  ut  target  I  felt  there  was  no  impropriety  in  carrying 
out  Captain  Godon'^  siiggeBtion. 

When  yonr  first  signal  was  made  I  ordered  it  answered  at  once,  but 
Home  delay  occurred  T>e fore  it  was  read  properly,  and  in  the  meantime 
yome  shel!  were  tired,  hut  I  trust  you  will  believe  that  no  disobedience 
of  orders  was  intended. 

Very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Nicholson, 
LieutenafU-  Cofnmander, 
Oaptain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Prea&iL 


Etplanaiory  n/^ytt  ofLieiftenanf-Cojiimander  Nichohon„  U.  S.  Na/vy^ 
Cfmimandiru/  IL  S.  S,  MarbUhead^  regarding  the  atfAiek  ujmnforii' 
fimtio'm  on  SuUlvan^a  Islandj  South  Carolina^  Septemher^  30^  1862* 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Marblkhead, 
Of  Charlefdon^  Oefober  6.  1862, 
*  Sir:  Your  communication*^  of  yesterday ,  ench>sing  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain  (ireen,  has  just  beeiT  received,  and  in  reply  I  respectfully  make  the 
following  statement : 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  seeing  a  large  number  of  men  employed  on  the 
fortiticatious  at  the  mouth  of  Breach  Inlet,  1  thought  it  a  capital  op|x>r- 
tunity  to  carry  out  your  suggestion  of  using  their  works  as  a  target, 
believing  also  that  I  could  do  them  some  damage  with  hut  very  little 
risk  to  this  vesseL 

After  having  obtained  Captain  (Treen's  i^ermission  for  target  pmetice 
I  never  Uw  a  moment  supposed  there  wa.s  any  impropriety  in  my  open- 
ing upon  tht'  fort. 

I  had  lired  sevenil  shell  from  the  Xl-inch  gun  and  riHed  cannon  for- 
ward, landing  them  with  great  accuracy  and  musing  considerable 
conmu)tion  among  the  working  party  on  shore,  the  enemy  replying, 
Avhen  a  signal  was  reported  from  the  Oniandm)pfjK  w^hieh  was  at  tirst 
read  "22.  Scmn  after  the  lower  repeater,  whii-h  bad  been  obscured  by 
their  ensign,  was  discovered  and  the  signal  interpreted  nroperly.  Some 
minutes  may  have  elapsed  and  two  or  tlnve  shots  fired  after  the  signal 
went  up,  and  before  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  but  I  umst  dls- 
rliiini  any  disrepect  or  intended  disobedience  of  orders:  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  thoughts. 


*  Not  foimd. 
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T  will  now  MK'ntioii  thiit  wo  Isihor  tindt*r  great  disiKivanUi^f  tn  roiid- 
iiitr  signiils,  owiii^  U>  the  miseruble  quality  of  the  ship's  irlasne-s  fur- 
ninheJ  this  vesMeL 

I  forgot  to  .state  that  Captiiiii  MuUany  saw  and  sj.M>ke  of  the  lower 
signal  being  hid  by  the  onsigu  of  the  Canandalfjwi^  when  she  nmde  the 
signal  to  eease  tiring, 

1  sincercl}'  hope  the  foregoing  exphmation^  wil!  be  satisfactory  to 
Capbiin  (xreen  and  yourself,  and  relieve  me  from  any  implied  impro- 
priety of  eondnet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Nicholson, 
lAmUenant'  Ooniniander. 
Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Bl<H^kadin^  Squadrfm^  P^H  Hcrt/cil,,  S.  LK 


AJbstrm^t  log  of  the  U.  S,  S,  MarhhheaiL  Lieufenffnt'Chmmander  JVf'rh- 
tdj<mi^   f\  S\  JYavf/^  ^y^m  man  ding. 

Sejjtemher  JO,  186^. —At  2:30  p.  m.  engaged  battery  on  SuUivan's 
Lslund,  tiring  1*2  XI -inch  time  fuze,  1  solid  shot  from  riHe,  H  5 -second 
shell,  2  percussion,  and  11  unloaded  shell,  evident ly  doing  some  execu- 
tion, as  they  all  fell  in  and  aromid  the  fortitication.  They  returned  our 
fire  with  31  shot,  ^  of  which  passed  directly  over  us,  others  falling 
short. 


[Tclegnm,] 


WiLM^GTON,  [Del.],  September  SO^  18$S. 
Arrived  sixty  hours  from  Charleston  in  Keystone  Stat^.     Please  tel- 
graph  here  the  dav  vou  desire  me  to  report. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
,Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  th^  Navy. 


tTel€<rr»m-l 

Navi-  Defaktment,  Oeffifter  L  1862, 
You  will  probably  remain  in  Wasliington  Thni'sday  night.     Coiue 
directly  to  Judge  Blair's,  w  here  I  am  keeping  house  alone. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
liear- Admiral  I>u  Pont, 

I  Vllm  mgton^  Del. 


Leitei'from  Caj!)tain  Dahlgren^  U»  S,  JVaiyy^  Ut  the  S^rctnry  of  the 
Navy^  ttpplying  for  trmrmand  of  mivalfarcm  t<t  attack  the  defenses 
of  Vharltstan^  iS,  V. 

Bureau  of  Ordnaxce, 
Na^  Df-partment^  (hi(if)ei'  U  tS6B. 
Sir:  I  am  induced  by  circumstances  to  renew  my  re(|uest  for  service 
afloat,  in  command  of  the  forces  that  are  to  enter  the  harlM>r  of  Charles- 
ton, which  will  probably  occur  very  soon. 

t— ^voL  13^ 23 
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How  far  mv  aniet-'odents  justify  so  great  u  trust  1  reswct fully  leave 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Departineut,  without  rouiark  from  Die.  1 
may  nay,  however,  that  the  operation  will  t*e  ahnost  entirely  restricted 
to  the  application  of  thet>rdnanc:c,  aod  in  this  I  should  be  able  to  claim 
some  advantat^e. 

There  could  hardly  he  any  snecial  exception  trn  regtirds  rank,  because 
the  actiu|^  reai'-adiuiral  of  the  Northern  Atlantic  Squadron  (Captain  Lee) 
18  only  the  fourth  i>fficer  aliove  me,  and  it  is  understood  that  Commander 
Davio  porter,  who  is  an  entire  i^rude  below  nie,  is  to  command  the 
Mississippi  Flotilla  with  suitable  rank. 

As  Rear-Adn;iral  Du  Pont  is  now  about  to  leuve  hisconmiand.  I  bej 
leave  to   suggest   the   opportunity  as   convenient;  this  distinguishes 
officer  has  had,  and  well  used  the  occasion  offered,  and  would,  I  pre- 
sume, otfei*  no  objection  to  some  respite. 

I  have  the  honor  t«  be,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgren. 

Hon*  Gideon  Welleb, 

Secretary  of"  th^!  Na/ijy, 


Report  of  Captain  God4m„  U*  S.  Navy,  regarding  ths  capture  of  Con- 
federate  pil<)t  attempting  tojyass  the  hlom4id4^  at  Sapeirt^  Georgia,        i 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
/V/  BofM  IIai^H>r,  S.  a,  Ovti^r  i,  1862, 

Sir:  Before  I  reached  this  place,  after  Rear- Admiral  Du  Ponfa  leav- 
ing Charleston,  Cai)tatn  [W.  R.J  Taylor,  then  senior  otficer,  had  already 
sent  north  by  the  Ainhama  William  H.  (rladding,  a  pilot,  taken  in  a 
schooner  attempting  to  pa.ss  the  blockade  at  Sapelo,  and  reported  him 
to  you  as  too  dangerous  a  man  to  he  allowed  to  be  adrift. 

I  have  just  heard  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Barnes,  now  at  Ossa- 
baw,  that  he  learns  from  contrabands  at  that  place  that  the  NashvtU^ 
is  ready  to  go  to  sea  from  the  Ogeechee  River,  and  is  waiting  onl}^  the 
arrival  of  this  same  Gladding  to  pilot  her  out 

The  information  is  so  direct  and  points  so  distinctly  to  the  man's 
character  that  I  l>eg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to 
the  fact,  arid  to  urge  that  he  may  be  placed  and  kept  where  his  only 
merits  stout-hearted  treason,  may  do  no  barm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   W.  GODON, 

CapiaitK  (bmmanding  Soidh  Atlantic  Jilockading  Squmlrofi. 

Hon*  Gnx^ON  Welles, 

Secret'aryoftheli/myy^  Wa^hingtim.  iK  61 
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Opemtlmis  *  m  St,  Jokn^n  River ^  J^hrUht,,  under  Cmnnujndtfr  Steedmanj 
U,  S.  A^atfi/^  m  ajo^H^ratum  with  Brigadier-  Gtneral  Brannmij  U,  S* 
Anny^  October  1-12,  1S62. 

Report  of  Commuider  S&eedm&n.  TJ.  B,  Navy,  regarding  a  preliminary  reeoimoiBiano«  of 
Bt  JohM^a  llufT,  by  the  U.  8.  steamerB  Cimarroii,  Water  Witch,  and  0iio&b. 

U.  S.  S,  Paul  Jones, 
SL  John's  Rit^r.  ^hyridn,  (Mohrr  S,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  jiLst  learuod  Iroiii  (Ttrieral  Braniian  his  intention  of  dis- 
pat^bing-  iiniiipdiately  tu  Port  Koyiil  the  .steamer  Comnopoiitan  for  a 
reinforceiiiont  cjf  troops. 

The  (ienend  arrived  otf  the  bar  ^\  o'elock  a.  m.  on  the  1st,  and  by 
noon  all  the  tran8i>ort^  were  safely  In'ought  over  the  bar.  The  same 
night,  with  the  assistance  of  our  lioats,  some  400  troops  were  landed 
on  the  main  land,  ^Vt  this  time  all  the  infantry  ha,s  been  landed,  and 
the  section  of  artillery  and  hrvrses  for  the  sjime. 

On  the  afternocjn  of  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  transports,  Com- 
mander Woodhull,  wHth  the  Cintarrfm^  Water  Witch^  and  Uneas^  pro- 
ceeded \i\\  the  river  to  feel  the  battei'ies  at  St.  John's  Bluff,  the  enemy 
having  been  busily  engaged  sevenil  days  on  some  work  in  and  ai'oimd 
the  old  battery.  When  he  got  within  range  ho  opened  on  the  enemy, 
who  promptly  resixinded  with  their  three  heavy  guns,  with  great 
accunicy  as  to  the  ninge.  The  *ire  from  the  gunboats  wan  as  mpid  and 
well  directed  as  could  be  desired. 

So  soon  as  the  Genenil  and  myself  were  satistied  with  the  recon- 
noi^stmce.  I  had  the  recall  hoisted,  and  the  vessels  di'opped  below"  just 
out  of  their  nmge,  where  they  anchored  and  are  at  present  covering 
the  army.  It  affords  oie  much  ]3leaHure  to  say  that  the  whole  atl'air  w^as 
very  gallantly  done,  and  my  orders  were  foUy  carried  out. 

It  is  very  gratifying  tu  me  to  i>e  able  to  inform  yon  that  the  General 
and  myself  work  with  the  utmost  harmony,  and  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  give  a  good  aeeount  uf  the  combined 
expedition. 

When  we  left  PoH  Royal  the  Ciifiarron  and  ])nd  Jtmr^  had  but  70 
tons  of  ctial  on  iKiard  of  each  vessel.  From  Fernandina  I  succeeded 
in  getting  a  small  supply,  which  has  ki'pt  us  In  a  condition  for  senice 
up  to  this  time,  when  I  was  tddigi^d  to  call  upon  General  Brannan  for 
a  supply,  who  was  kind  enough  to  let  Tue  have  some  •><!  tons,  all  he 
could  spare.  We  have  now  a  sutHciency  to  hist  five  days.  I  must 
therefore  earnestly  request  that  a  coal  vessel  of  light  draft  may  1>6 
sent  down  in  tow  of  tfie  Comnop(tllian. 

I  must  also  reouest  tliat  if  it  is  possible  a  supply  of  IW-pounder 
Parrott  shell,  with  the  necessary  ammunition,  may  be  sent  mc  at  the 
.same  time.  The  fv/rvM  and  XVuft r  Witrk  brought  but  so  rounds, 
which  were  dividt^d  between  this  vessel  and  the  Cimarron. 

Please  excuse  this  hurried  communication,  as  it  is  only  half  an  hour 
since  I  learned  the  intention  of  General  Bninnan  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to 
Port  Royal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Chas,  Steedmak, 
Commander  and  Seniar  Officer^ 

Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmndij.  South  Athintie  Squadron^  Part  Eayal,  S.  C. 

*  For  report  of  Army  oijerations  see  OfliciBl  Re<'orda  of  the  Uaion  and  Confederate 
Annies  iu  the  War  of  the  Eebellion. 
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Repcirt  of  Gommaiider  Woodbnll,  V,  8.  Navy,  comm&ndmg  U.  8.  B.  Cimarron,  of  a  reeon- 

noiisaiice  of  8t  John^i  Bluff, 


St,  Jtfhf 


U,  S,  S,  Cimarron, 
Florida.  CMi^iber  S,  1882. 


Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  ubodienro  to  your  order  I 
ascended  tliis  rivtT  yest^^rda}'  with   this  vessel,  aeeooipanied  by  the. 
Water   Witch  and  Uncm^  fur  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissaoce 
of  the  forts  at  St.  John's  Blnlf. 

The  result  of  my  observations  was  guch  as  led  tiie  to  Iwlieve  that 
there  are  four  or  hve  heavy  jruns  mounted  at  that  plaee,  besides  either 
one  or  two  rifled  pieees,  ana  that  since  the  last  eii^agfemeut  with  the 
flotilla  under  your  command  one  (if  not  more)  battery  ha**  Ijeen  erected 
Mow  the  principal  batttny  on  the  }>hiff. 

On  my  i\^aching  abreast  of  Sister's  Creek  the  batteries  opened  a 
heavy  and  well-directed  fire,  princimlly  from  the  heaviest  of  their 
gUHH,  the  missiles  strikin^^  all  arounci  the  (j!iii(irr(*ti.  their  fuzes  being 
80  aceurately  timed  that  toe  explosion  of  the  shells  threw  the  w^ater  oa 
our  decks.  This  vessel  pi'omptly  responded  to  their  tire,  and  the 
others,  as  their  guns  came  within  ntn^e. 

Owing  to  the  adverse  state  of  the  tide  and  wind,  c(*mbined  with  the 
tmd  steering  qualities  of  this  veHs*»l,  orreat  difliculty  was  experienced 
in  maneuvering  her  so  as  to  bring  all  her  batteries  in  full  effei»t. 
While  attemptinEf  this,  when  about  ilW  yards  al>ove  the  entnince  of 
Sister's  Creelv,  she  got  jishore,  and,  notwithstanding  all  our  exertii>ns, 
we  lay  for  fifteen  minutes  exposed  to  a  raking  tire  from  the  forts,  and 
the  Water  Witch  m  comiog  up  at  the  siime  tinie  also  unfortunately  got 
aground.  By  a  sudden  flaw  of  wind,  providentially,  we  paid  off  and 
got  afloat,  when  I  steamed  dowti  the  river  100  yards  or  so  to  take  a 
new  start,  when  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  gun  lia<l  been  tin*d  from 
the  Patil  Jtm*,^^  which  had  a  signal  tlying,  aiui  in  tjlicdii*nce  to  which  I 
steamed  just  out  of  range  of  the  forts  and  *lropi)ed  anchor,  together 
with  the  Water  Witch  and  tlnca^^  after  being  luider  tire  for  an  hour 
and  a  half. 

1  have  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ves- 
sel elicited  my  warmest  commendation,  and  their  coolness  while  we 
were  aground,  exposed  to  a  raking  lire  of  the  enemy,  their  shells 
bursting  on  all  sides  of  us  (during  which  every  evolution  that  the 
position  required  was  performed  in  a  satisfactory  manner),  called 
forth  my  surprise  and  adiniration. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  no  casualties  to  notify  you  of,  our 
escape  without  loss  ap|K^aring  miratidons,  the  vessel  in  company  sup- 
posing us  to  have  l>een  repeatedly  struck,  so  well  directed  were  the 
guns  of  the  enemy.  All  of  which  I  most  respectfully  submit  for  your 
consideration. 

1  am,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.    WoODllULL, 

C(/fjfmauder^  U*  S.  Navy* 

Commander  Chart.ks  Steedman, 

Oommandinff  U*  S,  FlotUla^  St,  Jfyhn^M  River, 
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»£ep(»rt  of  Coramftuder  Bteedman,  TT.  S.  Navy,  of  the  captnro  of  batteries  on  81.  John's  Bluff. 
U.  S.  GuKBOAT  Paul  Joxes, 
OJ'  SL  Johns  Bluff,  St,  Johns  River,  Fhi,,  Octoher  J^,  1862, 
Sir:  Tbe  fla^  of  the  Unit^^d  States  flies  over  the*  batteriefi  at  St 
John's  Blufl'.  It  was  hoi.sted  yosterduy  afternoon  by  Lieutenant  Coni- 
manding  Snell,  the  enemy  hnvincr  l>t*eome  alarmed  at  the  combined 
demonstration  of  the  lirmv  and  navy, Jeavinff  everythincr — crimn,  muni- 

ItioBs,  provisions,  and  eamp  ecjuipaife. 
The  Dutteries  consisted  of  two  Vlll-ineh  smoothtiore;  two  Vlll-iurh 
colnmbinds;  three  VI  If-inih  siet^e  howitzers;  two  rifled  4.6-ineh  ffuns; 
the    tie  Id  batter}^    the   enemy    etirried    awa}',    knivin^,^,    however,   the 
mnnitions. 
Immediately  on  the  flag  being  nhown,  I  steamed  with  this  vessel  and 
the  Ilale  to  Jacksonville,  where  I  arrived  at  7  oVlock  p.  m.     From 
information  obtained  I  learned  that  the  greater  part  of  the  rebel  aniiy 
had  crossed  at  that  |X)int  durint^  the  nndni|;^litanti  morning  of  :^il  and  3cl. 
^L  This  is  the  result  of  our  success.     I  will,  so  soon  as  I  have  time,  make 
V  a  more  detailed  report, 

'  It  affords  me  the  utmost  gratification  to  inform   you  that  Genei-al 

Brannan  and  m3^self  are  in  perfect  accord. 

We  are  in  g^reat  want  of  coal^  and  I  nuist  earnestly  request  that  a 
light-draft  schooner  with  a  supply  may  be  sent  in  tow  of  the  ( imno- 
poll  tan, 

tl  have  the  honor  to  Im?,  very  respt*ctfully,  3^our  obedient  servant, 
Chas.  Steedman, 
Ckmmiftmler  and  Sefiio?'  Officer  Present, 
Rear- Adminil  Samuel  F,  Du  Pont, 
Comdg,  Smtih  Atlantic  iSfuudran^  Port  Royal ^  S*  C\ 


V 


Beport  of  Oapt&in  Oodon,  IT,  8  ITaTy,  of  the  oaptnro  of  the  Iwtteiy  at  Bt.  John'i  Blnff  and 
ooonpation  of  St.  John's  Bivor  by  the  Fodor&l  forcei  a«  far  a4  JackionvillOi  F1&. 


U,  S,  Ship  Vermont, 

rWt  Rfyyal  FTiirUr.  S,  a,  Oeff^r  S,  1862, 
Sir:  The  Department  is  doulitless  aware  that  an  attack  by  the  rel>els 
bad  been  made  some  time  since  on  the  gunboats  employed  on  the 
inside  blo<'kade  of  St.  John's  River.  A  battery  had  fx*en  erected  on 
St.  John's  Bkrff,  and  heavy  guns  planted  which  kept  those  small  ves- 
sels in  the  immettiate  vicinity  of  Mayport  Mills, 

Commander  Steedman,  witli  a  larger  force,  had  been  ordered  by 
Admiral  Dn  Pont  to  look  to  this*  Having  approached  the  fort  and 
felt  its  force,  he  urged  that  troops  might  he  sent  to  aid  in  securing 
the  garrison  when  the  battery  should  be  silenced  hy  the  gmilx)ats,  and 
to  alter  the  insolent  tone  of  tiie  rebel  military  authority  in  that  quarter. 
General  Mitchel,  with  his  chai'acteristic  promptness,  detailed  a  suit- 
able force  for  that  purpose,  under  Gem^nd  Brannan,  which  sailed 
hence  on  the  30th  ultimo.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depart- 
ment that  I  have  just  received  the  report  of  Commander  Steedman,  in 
which  he  informs  me  that  the  cooperating  force  under  General  Brannan 
having  arnved  and  landed  with  great  promptness,  the  gunl>oat8 
advanced  and  after  a  spirited  and,  as  it  seems,  well-directed  tire, 
silenced  the  batten,  which  was  then  occupied  by  our  force. 
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Tin*  relK^l'^  seem  to  have  retuvd  in  iiiiieh  liasU\  Ituvin^  ^ims  (uine 
ill  numbtn',  f*even  of  wlii(4i  were  VlU-iiieh  uikI  two  ^i-ineh  tiflea)^ 
aiuiiitions,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage.  This  .suceeKs  has  been 
witbout  lo«s  on  our  aide.  Th«>  vessels  then  ascentled  the  8t.  John's  to 
Jacksonville,  and  there  learned  that  rebel  forces  had  retreated  l>evond 
that  point.  We  retain  ponsession  of  St.  John'n  River  as  far  as  Jack- 
sonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  n'S|M>et fully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

S.  W.  Goi>ON, 
(hpffiffK  Cinnil(f,  South  Afhtntie  Blot'hjding  Squadrfm, 

Hon.  Gideon   vVelles, 

Seerehrry  of  the  Nttnt/^  Wanhinfjtmi^  D.  (\ 


^ 


Beport  of  Commamder  Steedman,  T7.  B.  FftTy,  of  the  capture  of  the  Coiifederate  iteamer 

Oovemar  Milton. 

I',  ri*  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

St  Johfis  liivi^r,  FhjrUla,  Octdier  10,  1862. 

Sib:  Geneml  Brannan  a^  d  myself  having  decided  to  send  a  joint  expe- 
dition np  the  St.  John's  River  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  small 
steamers  lately  euiployed  by  theeiNuny,  two24-poimaer  howitzers  and 
twentv-li\^e  men  were  ]>lac(Hl  on  hoard  the  I}(irl!n</twi  from  this  ve.s8el, 
with  Company  E,  of  the  Forty-sevenlh  Pennsylvania  Reg'iment,  the 
whole  under  conmiand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Williams*  execotive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  w  ho  had  orders  t-o  take  with  him  the  A\  IJ.  Hah 
(then  up  the  i-i\  er)  a.s  far  as  she  could  ascetid  with  safety,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  protection  to  the  JJmilngtim, 

At  10  a.  m.  of  the  flth  instant  the  expedition  left  Jacksonville  and 
returned  on  the  Vith,  having  a.^eended  as  far  as  Lake  Beresford,  some 
20U  miles  in  the  interior. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  they  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
steamer  Goi'crnor  Mthon,  one  of  their  best  boats,  and  which  had  been 
used  entirely  in  transporting  guns  and  munitions  to  St.  John\s  Blutf< 

1  consider  this  a  most  important  capture,  and  too  much  praise  can 
not  be  given  to  Lieutenant-Conmiander  Williams  for  the  energy  and 
intelligence  he  evinced  in  the  performance  of  this  duty, 

I  must  also  mention  Acting  Master  Loring  and  Assistant  Engineer 
J.  11.  Chasinar,  who  accompanied  the  expedition. 

Lieutcnant-Uomoiander  Williams  reports  to  me  that  all  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  expedition  show  ed  the  greatest  zeal  and  energy  in  car- 
rying out  the  duties  they  were  called  upon  to  perform. 

General  Brannan  returns  on  Sunday  with  the  last  of  his  command. 
Both  he  and  myself  consider  the  expedition  eminently  successful,  and 
effectually  prevents  the  cueniv  from  ever  making  a  second  attempt  to 
place  batteries  on  the  St.  John's  River. 

In  a  few  days  I  intend  going  up  the  river  as  far  as  Palatka.  So  soon 
as  1  return  I  will  dis|mteh  the  Cimurron  to  Port  Royal,  retaining  the 
Watej'  Wifeh^  Ilfdt\  and  l/nea^  with  me.  The  Patrmm  will  leave  for 
Port  Royal  to-mi*ri"ow^  if  the  weather  is  favorable. 

T  setiil  the  rebel  Hag  which  was  found  in  the  battery  on  our  taking 
possession.  The  fact  of  their  leaving  the  flag  shows  the  excessive 
pmic  they  must  have  experieaccd  so  soon  as  the  army  commenced 
moving  in  their  rear. 
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At  my  request  Geiieml  Brainnin  will  leave  with  me  for  the  preseot 
the  prize  »steanier  fJtnhfrrwr  Milkm, 

I  intend  fitting  her  out  and  arming  her.     So  soon  aa  this  is  done 
she  will  be  used  to  desti'oy  such  Halt  works  as  may  be  found, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'Chas.  Steedman, 
(ywu/utnd<^f\   [\  S,  JVavy\  Smiifrr  Offieei'  Prment. 

Kear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmmnmiding  South  Atl^intid  Squadtfni,  f'l^^hip  WcAa^h, 


Order  of  Compandor  Btei^dnianp  U,  S.  Havy,  to  AeUjig  Moiter  Crsjue,  0.  S.  Kavy,  to  prooetd 
to  Jackionville,  Fla.>  with  coal  ftnpply. 

r.  S.  (tuxboat  Paul  JoNEg, 
St.  JfJm\^  Rhrr,  Fhrridfu  OrU>b*^r  IL  ISSg. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Umjm  under  youreoniniand  to  Jaek- 
sonville,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Coniniander  WoodhulK 

He  is  direetecl,  so  noon  aa  you  have  delivered  to  the  Oimmnw  ^5 
tons  of  eoal,  to  order  the  Uneus  U^  join  uje  at  thi^  phice, 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CharlExS  Steedhan, 
C\yimnandet*  and  Se?iior  Ojffioet  Prment, 

Aeting  Master  [L.  G,J  Crane, 

Oomniandimf  CL  S,  GunbtHit  Ufiaju<, 


1 


Order  of  Gomm&nder  Bteedman,  W.  S.  liu,vj,  to  Gomm&nder  Woodhmll,  U.  i.  Favyt  eom- 
mandiiig  U.  8.  8.  Cimarron^  regarding-  coal  mpply  for  that  veiiel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
SL  John's  Eivet\  Fhmdu,  Ortohrr  lU  1S62, 
Sir:  1  have  directed  Cuptain  Crane  to  proceed  up  agaiti  w^th  the 
UncttM  to  Jacksonville  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  on  Ixjaixl  your 
vessel  25  tons  of  coaL 

I  regret  i^xtremely  that  you  should  not  have  taken  the  coal  on  lj4>ard 
as  I  had  directed,  and  which  in  not  doing  incurs  an  unneee^siirv  expen- 
diture of  fuel  by  sending  up  the  Uncas  a  second  time,  Altliough  1 
think  that  the  refusal  of  the  ujen  to  work  should  be  punished  severely, 
yet  I  must  say  that,  as  the  crew  of  the  Uncas  had  to  get  all  the  cuul  on 
board  from  another  vessel,  when  she  came  alongside  of  the  Vhnnrnni 
the  crew  of  that  vessel  should  have  been  employed  to  get  on  ijoard  the 
cnal  I  ordei-ed  to  be  delivered. 

The  men  who  refused  duty  shall  lie  punished  if  it  ia  in  mx  tx>wer. 
So  soon  as  you  haxe  taken  from  the  Unoa^  the  25  tona  of  coal  you  will 
please  order  her  to  rejoin  me. 

I  am,  sii,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Coinmmidet*  and  Senior  (/peer  PresetU, 

Commander  M,  Wo*3dhull, 

Comma  nding  [\  S.  Gunboat  Chnarrmu 
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Order  of  Gommaiider  Woodhnll,  U.  8.  Havji  to  Lioat^tiftiit-'GommaiideT  Pendergrajt,  V.  fi. 
Haryf  commanding  U.  B,  B,  Water  Witch,  for  a  reconnoisionoe  of  Yellow  Blnff. 

U.  8.  S.  Cimarron, 
JaeJcMmtnlUy  Flu,,  OcfJjer  IK  A^^iS. 
Sir:  Pruceed  with  all  dispatrh  down  the  river  to  the  locality  of  the 
Paid  Jcm^s  and  deliver  the  ueeonipanjing  di.spatehes.     On  your  way 
make  a  closy  reconnoissanee  of  Yellow  Bluff,  using  your  discretion  as 
Uy  shelling  it  as  you  pass. 

Please  say  to  Capttiia  Steednmn  I  yhall  retain  the  Un4xiJ<  near  me  till 
3'ou  return,  or  till  further  orders  from  hiui. 

Your  further  act io!i  must  depend  uporj  what  further  orders  you  maj 
receive  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  flotilla. 
Respectfully-  your  ol>edient  servant, 

M,   WOODHULL, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Austin 


Pendebgrast, 

U,  8.  S.   Waief^  Wit^L 
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Be  port  of  Commander  WoodbuU,  IT.  S,  Hayy,  commanding  V,  S,  8.  Cimarron,  of  the  activity 
of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Yellow  BlnflT. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

JdckMmiiiMe,  Fia,,  Oct^jher  11,  1862. 

Sir:  1  am  informed  by  Captain  Crane  that  last  evening  while  at 
anchor  below  Yellow  Bluff  he  saw  a  number  of  lights  moving  alxjut 
that  locality,  and  is  of  the  impression  that  the  rebels  are  at  worlt  doing 
soiuething  to  i-ause  an  interruption  of  the  river  in  that  place. 

Should  not  a  large  force  be  landed  there  and  the  breastwork  {which 
I  understand  is  made  to  be  occupied  with  eight  guns)  be  leveled,  the 
houses  burned,  and  the  neighboring  woods  cut  down,  so  we  could  see 
at  all  times  if  any  thine;  is  being  done? 

I  understand  also  that  Colonel  Titus,  one  of  Walker's  men,  crossed 
the  river  [St.  John's]  from  the  right  bank  to  the  left  some  10  miles 
below"  this  and  htis  gone  tf>  Tallahassee.  He  is  an  able  soldier  and  may 
have  gone  to  that  place  to  get  me{ms  to  arm  that  point. 

There  is  a  little  steamer  in  a  creek  between  this  and  Palatka  which 
can  easily  Ijc  captui*ed  if  the  Ihrlmgttfti  or  the  MiJtrm  were  up  here 
to  execute  it  with  sufficient  force.  I  Lave  a  contraband  \m  board  who 
offers  to  guide  us  to  her  hiding  place.  I  presume  she  is  the  Silver 
Sprinp^  or  some  name  like  it, 

I  wish  3^ou  would  recollect  thiit  my  vessel  is  getting  so  light,  with 
her  expenditure  of  fuel,  provisions,  and  her  munitions,  that  she  is 
almost  unmanageable.  If  a  battery  should  be  placed  at  Yellow  BlutT, 
I  will  be  in  a  pi'ecarious  jK>sition  from  this  very  cause.  I  doul*t  nnich 
if  I  could  get  now  safely  down  without  having  a  tow  from  one  of  the 
small  steamers  to  keep  her  head  in  the  right  course.  She  requires  at 
least  loy  tons  of  something  or  other  to  keep  her  on  steeriiig  trim. 

I  vmderstand  there  are  sonic  troops  back  on  the  St.  Augustine  road. 
I  have  moved  my  vessel  and  the  nater  Witch  more  in  tbe  mitldle  of 
the  river,  so  as  to  comumnd  blotter  Ixith  hanks* 

I  think  we  ought  to  (if  it  is  desinible  to  hold  this  place  with  gun- 
boats) have  more  force.     1  believe  something  is  going  on.     It  was 
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reported  to  me  that  a  person  on  shore  told  one  of  my  ertnv  i  while  there 
hunting  up  the  s?teani  ijuiuns)  that  General  Fincgfun  had  said  he  had 
plenty  of  jj^nns  left  yet,  and  would  thin  time  make  a  battery  we  could 
not  take  or  driA'e  him  f  I'oni;  whether  this  be  true  or  otherwise,  it  is  a 
warnintr  not  to  be  disregarded.  I  think  Yellow  Bluff  eonid  be  speedily 
ajid  pretty  etTeetively  armed,  nutiieiently  so  at  all  events  to  give  us 
much  trouble  and  lo.ss  of  life  Imfore  we  eould  riaike  any  impressiDD 
upon  it 

The  Hah*  went  up  yeHterday  morning';  she  isexpeeted  back  to-ni^ht. 
I  send  tlie  Vnvtm  down  with  orders  to  thoroughly  8 he  11  Yellow  Bluff 
and  then  hasten  to  your  anchorage.  Do  serjd  me  word  a.**  soon  as 
possible  the  condition  of  things  below* 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

M,    WOODHULL, 

Conmiander  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Nav^ , 

OommandlTig  St*  Johin  FIsUUai^  U,  S,  S*  Paul  Jtmes, 


Beport  of  Captain  Oodon,  IT,  S.  Hav;,  regarding  capttire  of  battorloi  at  Bt.  John^i  Bltijf 
and  of  the  Oonfederat^  it«amer  Goyemor  Milton,  transmittinf  letter  from  Brigadier- 
General  Brannan,  U.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 

iVr^  Boi/al  Harhor,  S.  a,  OcfiSer  IS,  186^. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department,  on  the  5tli  instant 
of  the  eapture  of  the  rebel  fort  at  St.  John's  Bluff,  with  it-s  guns  and 
munitions  of  wan 

Dispatches  from  Conmiander  Steedman,  of  the  10th,  ^ive  me  further 
infomiation  from  the  eoopcniting  ftjrce.s  there.  A  joint  expedition 
was  sent  up  the  8t.  John's  a,s  far  as  I^tke  Beresford  (a  distance  of  230 
miles),  4'onsisting  of  the  U,  8.  S,  E.  B,  IlaU^  Lieut^^nant  Commanding 
Snell,  and    the  armed   steamer   Iht rl i ngton ^  havin*;;  on    lK>ard   Coni- 

Cmy  E,  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  all  under  i-onmiand  of 
ieutenant-Commander  Williams,  of  the  Paid  J(mes.  This  forec  sue- 
ceeded  in  eapturing  the  relnd  steamer  Otnmmor  Jltikm^  one  of  the 
best  boats  on  the  river,  and  which  ha.s  been  engaged  in  ti-ansporting 
guns  to  the  Inittery. 

Commander  Steed  man  eom  pi  i  mentis  Lieutenant -Commander  Williamg 
for  energy  and  intelligence  in  the  performance  uf  this  duty,  and  com- 
mends the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  for  zeal  and  energy. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Bninnan,  acknowledging  the 
heaity  and  energetic  i-oopenition  of  Commander  Steednian,  and  corn* 
mending  the  zeal  and  pei*se  vera  nee  of  his  entire  command  in  all  their 
joint  operations.  8ueh  acknow  ledgment.s  speak  well  for  the  tone  and 
spirit  of  both  sei-viees,  and  1  beg  to  commend  GenemI  Brannau'a 
letter  to  your  notice. 

1  am,  sir,  veiy  respec^tfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

S,  W.  GODON, 

Capt^iin,  Cmmnmiding  South  Atlantic  Bloi^ading  Sfjuadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrttary  ttf  the  Nairi/^  Washington^  J},  C 
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HSADQUARTEB8   St.  JoHX*8   Ri^'XB   ExPEI>rnOK, 

Steamshij*  Ben  Dt  FartL  OctiA^  12,  18$^. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor,  through  voa  a^  oommanding  officer* 
of  the  LToited  Stated  naval  forces  on  thi^s  station,  to  acknowledpe,"on  the 
part  of  Captain  Charles  Steednian,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  fleet  of 
gunboats  m  the  St.  John-s  River,  and  on  the  i-eeent  expedition  for  the 
capture  and  de&truction  of  the  l>attj(>ries  on  St,  John's  Bluff,  the  most 
hearty  and  energetic  action  on  his  part. 

The  entire  naval  force  under  his  command  exhibited  a  zeal  and  per- 
severance in  eveiy  instance,  whether  in  aiding  my  f orcein  to  effect  a 
landing,  the  ascent  of  St.  John's  River  (23u  miles),  or  the  assistance  to 
one  of  ni}'  transport's  unfoi-tuniitely  iniured  in  crossing  the  bar,  that  is 
desening  of  all  pmise.  1  woulcf  respectful Iv  request  that  Captain 
Steedman%  conduct  m  this  expedition  may  be  l»rought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Naval  Department  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bi*,  conmiodore,  niost  iBspectfully.  your  obedi- 
ent sen'ant, 

J  NO.  M.  Beaknak, 
BrigaditT'  General^  Cominandin^* 

Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Ctnndg,  Sauth  Atiuniic  Bkfckading  Sq^tadron^  Port  Royal^  S*  O* 


Betailed  report  of  Commander  Steedman^  U.  8.  Havy,  of  combined  operationa,  and  traai- 

mitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

Of2faj/j>ort  MUh,  SL  Johus  River,  OcUiber  U,  ISm, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions  and  success  of  the  joint  ex|>t^diti(jn  of  the  army  and  navy  in  these 
WHtcnH: 

On  the  arrival  of  the  transports  off  the  bar  on  the  1st  instant,  with 
Genenil  Hrannan\s  command  on  board,  I  -sent  Acting  Master  Dickin- 
S4jn,  who  had  already  )moyed  and  sounded  the  channel,  out  to  them, 
and  he  gave  directions  to  the  pilots  on  Inward  the  transjxtrt^  to  enable" 
thein  to  bring  the  vessels  ^fely  over  the  bar  at  high  water.  By  1 
o'clock  p,  ni.  all  were  safelv  brought  over  and  anchored  off  Mavport 
Mills. 

That  same  afternoon ,  at  the  request  of  Geneml  Bran  nan,  I  ordered 
a  reeonnoissanee  to  be  made  of  the  batteries.  Conmmnder  WoodhuU, 
with  the  C^lmarnm^  Water  W/tc/t^  iind  (htea^^  proceeded  up  the  river, 
aud  when  within  nirige  opened  on  the  enemy,  who  promptly  responded. 
The  lire  from  the  gunboats  was  well  directed.  So  soon  as  the  general 
and  myself  were  well  satisfied  with  the  result,  the  recall  was  noistedj 
and  the  vess<4s  engaged  dropped  just  out  of  mnge  and  anchoi'ed  off. 
the  mouth  of  Pablo  Creek,  so  as  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troopa 
during  the  night.  It  atTords  me  |jleasure  to  say  that  the  whole  affair 
was  very  gulhuilly  and  spiritedly  done,  and  reflects  credit  on  Com- 
matider  \V<iodhulb  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergi-ast,  Acting  Master 
Cmne,  and  the  <»tEcers  and  men  engaged. 
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Tho  same  nit^ht,  the  Itiiid  forces  bcin|^  roiidy  for  disrniharking.  all 
the  Ijoats  of  thf*  sqiiiidrou,  with  two  laiinclies  of  thr  tninHiK>rtH,  wore, 
plticpfl  under  the  cniiiiiun^d  of  Lieiiteiiaiit-ConiniaiidrM-  Williiutis,  execu- 
tive offieer  of  this  vessel,  wlio,  with  great  enertry  and  intelligence, 
landed  450  soldiers,  together  with  the  Ixjat  howitzers  of  this  vessel  and 
the  ('tmmr^n,  manned  hy  their  respective  marine  guards,  on  the 
mainland,  having  to  pull  ui>  a  narnnv  and  winding  creek,  a  distance 
of  some  three-quarters  nt  a  mile,  to  enal)le  them  to  effect  a  footing. 

During  the  following  day  and  night  the  balance  of  the  infantry,  a 
company  of  cavalry,  and  two  sectiojis  of  horse  artillery  w^erc  safely 
lanard, 

Jlerewith  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant^O-onuiiander  Williams' 
lenort,  marked  No*  1.* 
J  During  the  forenoon  of  the  3d  we  had  olmerved  that  there  was  ver}* 
'little  movement  at  the  hatteries,  and  that  the  enemv  had  no  flag  flying. 
This  led  us  to  Relieve  that  there  was  some  disposition  on  their  part  to 
evacuate  their  ix)sition,  although  the  sjmie  appeaiBuces  were  noted  on 
the  day  that  the  first  reconnoissance  wa^  made  by  Coumiander  Wood- 
hull.  At  2  O'clock  p,  m,  it  was  decided  hv  the  genenil  and  myself  to 
make  a  second  reconnoissance.  Accordingly  the  Ilfde  and  llnra^  were 
dispatched  with  *>rders  Uy  [>roceed  up  the  river  with  caution,  andocea- 
Kionally  to  throw  shells,  in  order  tci  draw  the  tire  of  the  enemy. 
Steaming  slowly  up  the  river  till  alu'east  of  the  batteries  witliout  elicit- 
ing any  reply  from  thcni.  Lieutenant  Connnjinding  Snell.  observiug 
no  signs  of  anyone  being  in  the  Imtteries,  sent  a  ooat  on  shore  and 
hoisted  the  thig  of  tl»e  United  States.  Lieutenant  Conmaxnding  Snell's 
report  of  the  aljove  is  enclosed,  marked  No,  ii** 

It  appears  that  si>  soon  as  the  enemy  discovered  that  our  iHnd  forces 
had  got  in  their  rear  and  were  driving  in  their  pickets,  they  became 
panic  stricken  and  precipitately  retreated,  leaving  guns  loaded  and 
unspiked,  numitions,  and  tents,  etc. 

Immediately  on  our  flag  being  seen,  1  steamed  with  this  vessel  and 
the  I/a/e  for  Jacksonville,  ordering  Lieutenant-Commander  Pender- 
grast,  with  the  WftffT  Wifr/i,  to  land  and  hold  possession  of  the  batter- 
ies until  the  army  came  u|),  when  he  w*is  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
command i  ug  oliicer, 

1  arrived  at  Jacksonville  at  7  oVlock  p.  m,,  having  left  the  Hale 
some  5  miles  below"  to  jjrevent  any  of  the  enemy  crossing  the  ferry  in 
that  locality. 

The  next  morning  all  the  boats,  flats,  etc..  that  could  be  diaeovered 
were  destroyed.  Ttie  Ilalc  joined  me  at  Jat^ksiJuviHe  the  same  morn- 
ing,  w^hen  I  returned  to  May  port  Mills,  and  sent  uj>  to  that  town  the 
C i If }arnrf I  mid  Waftr  If '/Vf  A,  directing  Commander  Wcwdhul I  to  pro- 
ceed up  a^  far  as  ix>ssible  l»eyond  Palatka  w  ith  the  t'lmdrrtm^  }\*rt^r 
Wite/f^  and  Jlah\  for  the  pur'ix)se  of  destroying  all  the  boat«  and  flats 
on  the  river,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing. 

Herewith  1  enclose  Commander  WoodhuTlV  interesting  report  of  the 
result  of  this  expedition,  marked  No.  H. 

On  Sunda}^  (the  4th  instant),  with  General  Brannan  on  board,  I 
returned  to  Jacksonvdle,  followed  l>y  the  tninsport  steamei'^  BfMon 
and  Beti  lie  Fiml^  with  a  portion  of  the  liind  forces,  w^hich  were  dis- 
embai-ked  the  same  afternoon  and  possession  takeu  of  the  town. 

*  Not  found. 
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We  hnving  learned  from  an  iiitellig(>nt  nonh'iibund,  lute  pilot  of  the 
enemy's  steamer  iJcn^enior  Milkm^  that  there  was  a  pro8j>eet  of  cap- 
tai'ing  that  vessel  and  some  others  which  had  run  up  the  river,  we 
decided  to  send  a  joint  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  j^etting  them  if 
possible.  The  steamer  I/ar^in</fon  was  seleeteci  for  th is  purpose.  Two 
24  Tjoundcr  howitzers  and  twenty-five  men  from  this  vessel  were  placed 
on  bi»ard  of  her,  with  Cbmjmny  E,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
RejL^nment,  Captain  C*  Hart,  the  wh<^»le  under  coiumand  uf  Lieutenant- 
CVinirnander  E.  R  Willianis,  <jf  this  vesseL  who  bad  orders  to  take 
with  him  the  K  B,  J/ale  (then  op  the  river)  avS  far  as  she  could  ascend 
with  safet}'.  This  expedition  was,  1  am  happy  to  infonn  you,  socce-ss- 
f  ul  in  capturing  the  steamer  MilMm.  Herewith  I  send  you  Lieutenant- 
Commander  \\  illiams'  report,  marked  No,  4,  which  I  lK>g  leave  to  call 
to  your  particular  notice.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  that 
officer,  Actin^f  Master  Loring,  and  others  eng-a^a^d  in  this  exjiedition. 

On  the  morning  of  the 5th,  the  general  having  decided  to  return  with 
his  force  to  this  place  previous  to  leaving  the  river,  I  accompanied  the 
Ben  De  FfV'd  aown,  leaving  at  Jaeksonville  the  Cimarron^  Water 
Witc/f^  and  IIalt\ 

On  the  tith  I  again  dispatched  the  I/a/c  up  the  rivei'  as  far  as  Paktka, 
with  orders  to  Captain  8nell  to  pick  up  all  the  liatjs  and  scows  which 
had  not  ali^eady  been  destroyed  by  us,  and  tiHv  them  down  to  this  place. 

On  the  12th  Gcnenil  Biuntmn  left  this  place  with  all  his  conmiand 
except  one  company,  which  had  been  placed  on  boai'd  the  steamer  0^>(- 
m&polifan  to  assist  in  glutting  hei"  atli*at.  It  atTords  me  great  pleasure 
in  being  able  U*  repeat  that  tne  utmost  accord  existed  between  the  gen- 
eral and  myself  up  to  the  moment  of  his  departure. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  the  Utile  returned  from  her  trip  up  the 
river,  bringing  two  large  scows,  sevei-al  boats,  and  thirty-nine  contra- 
bands, men,  w^omen,  and  children, 

A  copy  of  Lieutenant  tk>mnianding  Snell's  report  of  this  expedition 
accompanies  this,  marked  No.  5.* 

I  herewith  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  batteries,  kindly  furnished  me  by 
Lieutenant  (jei'main,  aid  to  General  Brannan.  By  an  examination  of 
this  sketch  you  will  readily  perceive  tbe  strength  of  the  enemy-s  works 
and  the  apparent  im}x>ssii)ility  of  reducing  them  without  a  combined 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy* 

I  might  ha\'c  been  al>le  to  pass,  but  it  would  have  been  at  a  gi'eat 
fiaerifice  of  life  and  the  loss  ot  one  or  more  of  the  gunlwat^. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  f(H'  the  zeal  and  activity  exhibited  in  the  performance  of  the 
varitvus  and  arduous  duties  which  they  were  called  upon  to  execute.  I 
think  it  l>ut  just  that  I  should  mention  most  favorably  by  name  Acting 
Masters  Dickinson,  Ormond,  and  Boutelle  and  Sergeant  Hugh  Kellj, 
1  urn,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Sxj^kdman, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  PtesenU 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

thrnmmtdlmj  South  Aff antic  Squadron^  Flagshtj>  Wahuh^ 
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Sir:  In  obedience  to  vour  oi'der^,  on  the  0th  instant,  I  proceeded  up 
the  St  John'ii  River  in  the  army  tmn^poit  Darlin^i^yn^  Saving'  atmpQ 
her  with  two  24*pounder  howitzers  and  a  ci"ew  of  twenty-tive  men, 
under  command  of  Acting  Master  Loring,  and  al4M>  harinfi-  on  botrd 
Company  E,  of  the  Foity-J^venth  liegiment  Pennsylvania  \  oIunt«er^ 

At  Palatka  I  wa.s  joined  hy  the  E*  B,  n*il»:^  Lieiitenafit  Snell,  vtm- 
manding.     Stopped  ut  Palatka  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  i>f  the  7th  instant,  at  8  o  clock,  having  taken  in  a 
hupply  of  wood,  pr<x*eeded  up  the  riven  the  Hale  covering  u.^: 
destroyed  all  boats  and  80ow8  that  could  he  found^  and  at  meridian 
reached  Welaka. 

There  not  being  water  enough  for  the  Hale  to  enter  I^ke  George, 
I  left  her  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  Ocklawaha  Creek  [River]  and 
proceeded  on  through  Lake  George  in  seHrch  of  the  rebel  steamers 

At  5  O'clock  p,  m.  sent  ti  Ujat  ashore  at  Volusia  and  brought  on  ^»oal'd 
the  ferrynmii.  Learning  fmm  him  that  the  steamers  had  {mssed,  I 
detained  him  on  board  and  continued  in  chase. 

At  ILiwkinsville  (168  miles  from  Jacksonville)  sent  a  party  on  shore 
and  found  traces  of  the  steamer  iio^^^rwtr  Mil  ton;  searched  dhe  hou^^ 
hut  everyone  had  left,  leaving  their  twds  warm  and  tires  burning. 

Judging  from  appearances  here  that  the  boats  were  probabrv  in  a 
creek  a  few  miles  above,  and  thinking  that  the  party  on  shore  had 
heard  our  approach  and  taken  another  route  to  burn  the  steamei"^  I 
hurried  my  men  on  board  and  proceeded  in  chase, 

I  Hin  the  DarUmiton  as  far  into  the  creek  as  the  pilots  could  take 
her  and  get  her  out  again,  armed  and  manned  our  only  boat  with  8 
seamen,  taking  8  soldiers  also,  put  0  srjldiers  in  a  canoe  and  took  them 
in  tow. 

The  soldiers  were  under  fjouimand  of  the  tirst  lieutenant  of  the  corn- 


Lieutenant  Bacon,  aid  to  (lenenil    Ri*annjin,  acx:romi)anying  the 
I  left  orders  with  ^Ir.    Loriuif  to  force  the  steamer  ud  if  he 


pany; 

paii"y.  V  lert  oraers  wiin  m\\  i^ormg  ro  lorce  tne  steamer  up 
heard  heavy  firing,  pulled  quietly  up  the  creek  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
discovered  u  steamer  secured  to  the  Imnk,  Boarded  her  without  meet- 
in^*-  with  any  resistance  and  found  two  of  her  engineers  on  Ixnird,  The 
prize  proved  to  he  the  Confedenite  steuiner  iTOi*tmu»i'  Miltmi. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Chasjiiur,  who  uccompanied  the  expedition, 
immediutelv  started  lires.  Having  seen  that  the  boiler  ana  engines 
were  in  orrler,  I  manned  the  iKnit  of  the  prize;  sent  her  and  our  hoat^, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant.  Bacon,  up  the  creek  to  see  if  there 
were  any  signs  of  the  other  steamers. 

Within  fifteen  minutes  after  the  capture,  started  with  the  prise  to 
follow  the  hoats;  they  returned  and  repu'ted  that  the  steamer  could 
not  be  in  the  creek,  as  the  leaves  of  the  plants  growing  in  the  water 
were  undisturbed. 

I  then  steamed  out  into  th©  St.  John's  River,  placing  Acting  Master 
Loring  in  command  of  the  prize,  with  8  seamen  and  35  soldiers.  Vvo- 
ccedea  on  up  the  river  in  search  of  the  other  steamer,  but  the  prize 
not  steaming  fast  enough,  anchored  her  clear  of  the  woodlands  and 
steamed  on. 

At  tiie  landing  on  Lake  Beresford  I  sent  a  paii;y  on  shore  to  find  if 
the  stiMUiier  Iiad  passed,  and  learned  that  she  had  gone  by  at  It  p.  m.  of 
the  7th  instant.     Feeling  confident  that  she  had  arrived  at  Enterprise, 
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n  out  all  that  she  did  not  require,  and  had  Ix-en  hidden  in  some 
creek  which  it  would  tnke  a  day  or  two  to  find,  not  having  ration.^  for 
the  men,  and  the  river  hein^  .so  narrow  that  there  wa^  danger  of  my 
return  being  cut  off  by  the  felling  of  trees  and  blocking  up  the  river, 
I  thought  it  best  to  give  up  the  chase  and  retiim  with  the  prize.  The 
whole  reljel  force  being  between  me  and  the  squadron,  and  they  know- 
ing that  we  must  be  without  any  vessel  to  cover  us,  required  that  we 
should  use  all  dispatch  in  getting  down  the  river  as  far  as  Welaka, 
where  I  had  left  the  K  B.  flfile. 

Oo  the  8th  instant,  at  i  a.  m,,  started  down  the  river,  the  prize  foU 
lowing.  At  Hawkinsville  landed  and  brought  off  all  the  stores  and 
destroyed  the  rebel  property.  At  Volusia  destroyed  the  rebel  prop- 
ei-ty.  Met  the  IfaU  at  Welaka,  took  on  board  Mr.  Allen  wltii  his 
effects,  he  having  given  us  useful  information  eoncerniiig  the  rebel 
stc^amer.s.  At  3: 45  p.  m.  .started  down  the  river,  with  the  Jlaie  cover- 
ering  the  two  steamers. 

At  5:  30  a.  m,  of  the  0th  instant  reached  Jacksonville  with  the  prLze, 
having  been  over  200  miles  into  the  cneuiy'j^  country,  destroyed  all 
boat^t  that  could  be  found,  and  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  most  val- 
uable steamers. 

All  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  expedition  showed  the  great- 
est energy  and  zeal  in  cariTing  out  the  duties  they  were  rex^uired  to 
perform. 
^-  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei*vant, 

^h  £.  p.  W11.UAMS, 

H    Commander  Chas.  Steedman, 

^^^^^V  U.  S.  OUNBOAT   CiMARBON, 

^^^"^  Jh<^^mimUe,  St  Johir^  Rher.  Oeff>her  7,  ISf>'^. 

^F     Sir:  Agreeably  to  youi'  orders,  1   proceeded,  on  the  afternoon  of 
Satuitlay,  the  4th  instant,  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  al>oiit9  oVlock 

E.  m.  I  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  Vhnarrofi  tip  the  river, 
aving  to  anchor  five  times,  owing  to  her  defective  st^x^ring  qualities, 
and  had  altiu*st  determined  to  discontinue  the  effort;  but  recollecting  the 
importance  of  the  duty  assigned  us,  I  dcterinined  to  got  my  vessel  up 
to  this  place,  even  had  it  l>ecome  necessary  to  resort  to  towlug  her  up 
with  hei  boats.  We  literally  made  the  passage  going  stern  tirst.  On 
Sunday  morning  I  embarke<l  on  lioard  thegunlwat  lf7//f'r  Wftrh  and, 
with  the  steamer  ILth  in  company,  proceeded  up  the  river,  stojiping 
freouently  on  both  banks,  ana  destro^^ed  all  the  lioats  and  flats  we 
could  discover.  I  will  state,  as  regards  this  part  of  my  instructions, 
we  could  not  have  destroyed  less  than  some  two  en*  three  nundred  iHJats 
of  various  descriptions,  large  and  smalL  which,  doubtless^  will  be  a 
great  loss  and  inconvenience  to  the  rebel  cause. 

We  stopped  at  JIagiu)lia  Spi-ings,  hut  could  lind  but  one  family  in 
that  locality,  as  it  was  a  place  of  public  resort.  I  having  some  papei's 
containing  the  President  s  late  mcssitge  relating  to  i^manciimtion,  caused 
one  of  them  to  be  carefully  posted  up  for  the  information  of  those 
most  concerned.  Ako,  I  may  say,  I  did  the  same  thing  at  two  other 
localities. 
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We  anchored  for  the  ni^ht  at  Madiwoii's  Point,  opposite  the  pbinta* 
tiini  of  Mr.  CornetiuK  Dii  Pont  and  tihonl  5  miles  helow  Orang'e  Mills. 
It  not  l»ein^  deenied  safe  to  pikss  the  tlats  or  bar  till  daylight  next  morri- 
inj,',  finding  the  Wrif/r  Wit  eh  could  not  safely  pa^s  tfie  flats,  I  left  her 
and  proceeded  u|>  in  the  Ilal'e*  At  ItJ  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Palatka. 
As  we  approached  the  landing  at  this  place  there  were  but  two  people 
in  night;  everything  seemed  to  be  deseiied  and  the  town  abandonee!  to 
UH  to  do  with  it  as  we  chose.  On  anchoring  I  sent  a  boat  ashore  fur  the 
two  persons  a  1  Rive  mentioned,  who  proved  to  be  Ex-Governor  Moseley 
and  a  i>er8on  rninied  Blood,  a  Northern  man.  The  governor  repre- 
sented things  to  be  in  a  very  gloomy  state.  The  late  reverses  of  the 
LV>n federates  and  our  unexpected  and  un promised  success  has  gi-eatly- 
alarmed  the  population  living  on  the  river.  He  hoiTig  asked  where  all 
the  men  were  (m  it  is  a  matter  of  remark  with  us  that  in  the  pa^^sage 
froiu  Jacksonville  to  this  place,  with  the  exception  mentioned,  at  Mag- 
n*>liM,  we  had  not  seen  one  white  man  save  the  two  now  on  board  the 
IJali)^  he  said  they  had  all  tied  to  the  bush,  as  a  report  had  been  cir- 
culated by  the  flying  troops  from  Fort  St.  John  toat  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  "'US  vandals"'  to  seize  every  white  man  and  either  execute 
nini  at  once  or  send  him  to  a  Northern  prison,  I  also  learned  that 
onl}'  iifty  of  the  retreating  cjLvah-y  ciossed  at  this  point,  with  some 
twelve  mules,  the  draft  auimals  of  their  baggage  train,  which,  tive 
wagons  in  all,  had  been  abandoned  at  a  place  called  Deep  Creek.  Mr. 
Blood  informed  me  that  his  life  was  threatened,  and  he  was  in  feiir 
nionienttirily  of  bein^'^  seized  and  made  to  ornament  a  pine  tree  for  his 
well-known  Union  views  and  attachment  to  the  Uniteu  States  Govern- 
ment* Under  the  circum-stances,  I  ordered  a  couple  of  armed  boats 
sent  on  shore  to  bring  his  family  and  property  on  board  the  //?/<.  I 
also  sent  Governor  Moseley  on  shore  to  see  the  |*eople  and  tell  them 
tt)  return  tc»  tbe  town,  and  also  to  inform  them  that,  as  usual,  they 
had  been  deceived  by  their  own  people;  that  it  was  not  our  pui-jxjse 
to  ntolest  unarmed  men,  and  that  the  future  existence  of  their  tow  a 
would  depend  on  their  own  peace ful  conduct.  Our  boats  had  Iw^en 
ashore  but  some  tifteon  minutes  when  a  good  deal  of  confusion  was  ob- 
served among  the  blacks.  On  closer  obsen^ation,  we  TOrceived  that 
some  forty  or  tiftv  armed  horsenien  were  approaching  tue  rear  of  the 
vicinity  of  Mr.  Blood's  house,  opposite  to  w^nich  at  the  landing  we  had 
our  lioats.  I  immediately  reailled  the  boats,  hovi^  u])  our  anchor,  and, 
the  Hale  being  under  perfect  control,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Conmiand- 
ing  Snell  to  elevate  his  guns  so  as  to  lire  o\'er  the  town.  We  could 
see  plainly  from  the  ma^sthead  the  rebels  making  their  approach. 
When  the  order  was  given  to  tire,  it  was  extremely  well  executed, 
every  shell  exploding  over  the  heads  of  the  enemy.  They  at  first 
attempted  to  make  a  bold  push  for  the  cover  of  the  houses,"  but,  our 
shells  Ix^coming  Xkwy  urgent  in  their  demand  to  tlie  party  to  retire. 
and  they  having  lost  some  three  or  four  killed  or  wounded^  they  took 
the  '*  back  track ^'  to  the  bush  and  disapjK^ared  in  the  swamp.  We 
then  executed  our  puriwse  of  removing  the  family  of  Mr*  Blood, 
Presently  some  blacks  infonned  us  that  the  families  of  our  black  pUots 
would  be  hanged  so  i^Km  as  we  lefL  1  considered  the  ser\'ices  of  tbase 
fidthful  men  warranted  me  in  doing  all  I  could  to  prevent  such  a  piece 
of  savagery,  and  accordingly  I  brought  off  all  the  family,  wives,  sons, 
and  daughters,  and  even  their  g-randchildren,  to  the  number  of  about 
thirty  persons.     The  men  having  fled  the  place,  I  was  requested  to 
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Mdet  ft  depiitarioii  of  womcni  who  had  assembled  on  the  wharf,  headed 
l^aMrH.  Boyd.  She  stated  that  the  men  had  fled  to  the  Hwamps; 
that  a  part  of  the  di.Miro^anized  eavahy  were  in  the  otiiifhhoi'hLHxl;  that 
they  were  imcontrollabte,  and  .she  begged  me,  as  they  were  unable  to 
help  themselves  or  prevent  the  violence  of  thi^  men,  not  to  shell  the 
town.  I  told  them  that  their  pretense  of  having  no  Intluence  with 
the  men  just  now  I  did  nut  believe,  as  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
this  war  had  l)een  mainly  ke]>t  alive  by  the  violenee  and  the  influence 
of  the  women  broujrht  to  bear  on  their  fathers,  husbands,  and  sons* 
The  only  promise  1  would  give  theni  was,  if  the  force  baek  of  the  town 
was  immediately  removed,  and  the  (|uiet  citizens  left  nndisturljcd,  I 
would  not  then  shell  the  town;  otherwise,  1  would  do  it  in  two  hours. 
Mrs.  I5fjyd  said  that  she  had  just  sent  a  message  to  the  commander  of 
the  |^uerrillas(or  parti>^ns,  as  she  called  them),  requesting  him  to  leave 
that  locality,  and  she  was  hapjiy  to  inform  me  that  they  had  already 
left.  Wishing  to  be  jKilile,  1  pretended  to  believe  that  it  was  her 
influence  that  had  sent  those  gentlemen  to  the  right  atont,  but  at  the 
same  time  did  n<jt  change  my  belief  in  the  compelling  power  of  our 
shells^  The  jM^ople  are  living  in  a  mo.st  destitute  condition.  The  corn 
crop  is  only  almut  an  avenige  (nie,  but  is  believed  almiit  sufiieient  for 
the  ordinary  consiimi)tion  of  the  State.  The  wheat  crop  of  Georgia  is* 
almost  a  total  failure.  Their  great  want,  and  the  great  want  of  the 
whole  Confedci'ate  Army,  is  the  article  of  salt.  The  eattteof  Georgia^ 
Alalmma,  North  and  South  Carolina  have  all  been  consumed.  Texas 
I  and  the  rich  grazing  conntry  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi  bciii; 
cut  off",  the  whole  dependence  of  the  Confedenite  Government  to  fee< 
their  Army  now  rests  ou  this  State.  I  have  it  from  reliable  sources 
that  its  agents  are  all  over  the  State  buying  up  all  the  (*attle  obtainable, 
paying  any  price  so  they  can  get  the  animals.  The  only  dependence 
the  people  of  Cieorgia  juid  Florida  have  for  their  sugar  is  that  raised 
along  the  Ijanks  of  this  river.  The  greatest  blow  at  this  war  woidd  be 
the  entire  destruction  of  the  sugtir  crop  and  the  small  salt  works  along 
the  shore  on  the  coast  of  this  State,  1  understand  that,  though  the 
quantity  produced  is  not  large,  it  is  the  main  .source  from  which  three 
States  draw  their  supplies.  This  is  a  very  innK>rtant  matter,  and  I 
respectfvdly  suggest  your  consideration  rey;arduig  it.  All  tlie  mills 
owned  by  l^nion  nic*n  have  been  destroyed;  there  are  now^  Init  two 
mills  remaining  on  th(»  river  from  Falatka  to  its  entrance — one  at  jVIay- 
p4>rt,  the  other  at  Orange  Point.  The  latter  is  owned  by  a  most  malig- 
nant rebel — one  Dr.  Mays,  lie  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
movers  in  the  rebellion,  and  lately  was  very  forward  in  mising^  the 
troops  lately  assembled  at  St,  John's  Bluff.  One  of  his  sons,  living 
near  the  mills,  is  captain  of  a  comimny  cnlled  the  ''Partisan  llan^er.s, 
also  bis  son-in-law,  Simpkins,  is  captain  of  another  company  of  sunilar 
troopi^,  both  of  which  were  at  St,  John's  Blulf  and  participated  in  the 
hasty  flight.  The  old  doct4>r  is  the  nam  who  suggested  the  idea  to 
Governor  Milton  of  i»rdering  all    persons  taken  from  our  gunboats 

Erisoners  to  be  inmiediately  hung.  1  think  that  if  half  that  is  said  of 
im  and  what  he  has  been  guilty  of  toward  L^nion  men  be  true,  his 
Eiuiisbment  w^ould  be  light  in  the  total  destruction  of  his  property  at 
>range  Point. 

The  ferryman  at  Jacksonville  is  a  mbid  .secessionist,  and  has  l>een 
one  of  the  most  active  and  persistent  rel^els  in  these  piirts. 

N  w  R — vuL  13 -24 
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I  utii  yiid(*r  uhligatiQiir>  ttj  i\ii>tair>  PendtM-grast^  of  the  Wat/r  WitchM 
and  Lieutenant  Coiiiii landing  hnoll,  of  tin";  /Ialt\  for  the  promptness,! 
zeal,  and  effeetivene.s.s,  with  which  they  assisted  nie  in  performing  the 
duty  j'oii  intrusted  to  me  for  execution.     The  results  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  for  your  consideiution. 

I  am,  vci\v  i-espectfiillv,  your  olwdient  servant, 

Maxwell  AVoodiiull, 

(kmimaruler^  (J.  S.  Amfy* 
_    Commander  Chas.  Steedmax, 

Camd^jf,  d,  8,  Flotilla^  St.  John^s  Rimer^  U.  S*  &Hnioat  Paul  Jones. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  B»  £.  B.  fialo,  Lieutenant  Bnoll,  U.  B.  Hayy,  c«mmaiidm^« 

October  3,  i8B^,^At  1:30  p.  m,  proceeded  up  toward  St.  John's 
1^1  ntf;  o]x^ned  Hre  on  the  battery  at  2,  which  gave  no  reply.  At  3:30 
sent  the  gig  on  shore  to  hoist  the  flag;  gig  returned  and  we  proceeded 
up  the  river  to  Jacksonville,  where  we  received  cu'ders  from  Captain 
SUH'dnian  and  pi*oceeded  di>wn  river,  anchoring  at  8:30  at  Panama 
C.reek. 

October  4.— x\t  12  m.  sent  the  cutter  un  shore  to  <lestroy  some  boats; 
at  12:30  returned  with  four  Injats;  destroyed  the  1>oat.s.  At  1:35  C4imc 
to  anchor  off  Mandarin  Fei*ry.  trig  and  cutter  went  on  shore  and 
destroyed  tive  boats.  At  4,  boats  returned;  proceeded  down  the 
ri\er;  destroyed  a  scow  b}^  Mr.  Read\H  place.  At  8  came  to  anc*hor 
off  Jacksonville. 

October  5. — At  b):HO  a.  m.  proceeded  up  river  in  company  with  the 
Wafer  Witch,  At  6  p.  ni.  came  to  ancnor  off  Orange  Milk.  At 
10:15  heard  a  heavy  gun  tired, 

Octol>er  0. — At  1*>  a,  hl  anrlmred  off  Palatka.  Captain  Sneli  and 
Mr.  Edwards  went  on  shore  and  destroyed  sevenil  small  boati>  and 
scows  and  returned.  At  12  ni.  some  rebel  gne rrilhis  were  ,seen  coming 
down.  Weighed  anchor  and  opened  lire  upon  thenu  Came  to  off 
Forrest  |  Forresters]  Point;  sent  a  boat  ashoi^e  to  destroy  some  Iwats. 
At  6:4f^  anchored  off  Orange  Mills;  put  Mr.  Blood  and  family  on 
lioard  the  Waf*r  Wifrh;  proceeded  up  river  and  anch<u'ed  off  Palatka* 

October  IL  -.\t  10  a.  m.  stood  across  to  Forrest  [Forresters]  Point. 
At  4  p.  ni.  landed  and  destroyed  two  scows  and  boats.  At  4^W  landed 
at  Orange  Mills  and  set  the  mills  on  tire.     Returned  down  river, 

October  17.— From  4  t(t  !S  a.  m,  destroyed  a  yacht. 

October  20. — At  2  p.  iii.  the  Gaiu^nim'  MilUm  came  alongside  and 
took  our  cutter  and  armed  crew  and  proceeded  up  the  Sister's  Creek. 
Came  down  river  and  anchored  off  Maypcu't  Mills  at  8:2<^  p*  m. 

October  23.— At  !>:45  proceeded  up  river  toward  Jacksonville,  At 
2  sent  the  cutter  on  shore  and  got  three  boats  and  destroyed  them. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Brannan,  IT,   8.  Army,  to  EeaF*Admiral  Uu  Pont,  U.  8, 
Navy,  requeitiiLg  appraitement  of  the  prise  steamer  Governor  Hilton. 

Headquarters  Departbient  of  the  South, 

Ililfon  Head,  Port  Royid,  S.   C,  Nmemlm^  S,  ISBS. 
Admiral;  The  steamer  (to tremor  Miltan^  now  in  thi.s  harbor,  was 
aiptured  by  the  steamer  Darlin^Um  in  the  St.  John\s  River,  on  our 
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TweSt  expedition  tn  that  puiiit.  A  jtiiiit  rommand  of  army  and  nav}" 
foroes  was  i?ent  \>y  nie  after  her.  I  would  lie  pleased  if  3011  would 
have  her  appraised.  One-half  her  value  would  l>e  pri^e  UKiney  for 
your  arm  or  the  serviee,  whieh  I  proponi*  shall  he  paid  out  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Di^jartment  and  we  like  the  vessel. 

If  this  arraot^^ement  is  agreeable,  I  would  desire  to  tiike  iwssession 
of  her  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  adnuniL  very  res|x*etfully,  y<nir  obedient  perrant, 

J.  M.  Brannan, 
Brigadur-  (refieral^  Cmnmanding. 
Adniiml  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  Smttk  Atlantic  Blockadifvg  Sifitad/ron^  IWt  Royalj  S,  C, 


letter  from  Rear -Admiral  Dn  Pont,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Brannan,  U.  8.  Armj, 
regardinif  the  appraisement  of  the  prize  steamer  Oovemor  Milton. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 

Pm-t  liot/fd  J/iirhf}j\  S,  C,  Mweinher  i,  186B. 
Smr  I  am  in   receipt  of  your  comnumication  of  to-day  containing' 
•your  very  lil>eral  i>ro]>usition  with  rofen^nce  to  the  disposition  of  the 
small  stt^auKM*  Gortrffm-  MiiUm^  aiptured  hy  the  i>fir//«f/ff>«, dispatched 
by  you  from  the  joint,  expedition  uj)  the  St.  John's  River. 

l^he   proposition   is  entirely  agreeable,  and  the  appraisement  has 
been  made  a8  directed  by  you. 

The  Gftt^emtrr  MUtmi  returns  to  Hilton  Head  at  your  disposal 
I  am,  general,  ete., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmi^'AdmiraL 
Brigadier-tienenil  Bhaknan, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Saidh^ 


Report  of  Be&r- Admiral  Bn  Font,  U.  8.  Havyt  traoimitting  report  of  board  on  appratee- 
ment  of  Uie  prize  steamer  Qovernor  Milton. 

FLAosmr  Wabash, 

Port  Ruyul  JlHvh^r,  X.  C\.  Nfrvemhr  11,  ISeS, 
Silt:  The  Department  is  aware  that  in  the  expedition  up  the  St. 
Johr^s  in  October  la-st  th(^  anuy  and  navy  fnrees  combined  eajjtured 
the  rein:*  I  steamer  (rtn'mttfr  Mil  ton.  Likt^  the  DnrUngkm  and  Planter 
she  \\'i^':>  wood  as  fuel  and  is  therefore  of  very  little  use  to  the  Navy. 
General  Bniruian  desired  to  employ  her  for  the  Army  and  asked  that 
I  should  have  her  carefully  appraised.  This  was  doiH^  by  a  hoard  of 
efficient  officers,  and  I  enclose  their  rejxirt,  in  which  ^he  was  valued 
at  $2,000. 

Very  rei?peetfully*  your  obedient  srrvant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-AdmtntL  Vomdy,  South  Aihiniie  Blockading  Sfjnadrofu 
Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  the  Navy^  Washingtan. 
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FjjiQBniv  Wabash, 
Pari  Royal,  S\  CI,  JVavember  J,  ISeS. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  instant^  we  have  sun^eyed 
and  apjimised  tho  prize?  steamer  Gm^ernar  MU't'On,  and  value  her  bb 

follows: 

Value  of  .steiimer  and  littings,  $1,1CM>;  value  of  engioej^  and  boiler, 
$900.     Total  vahmtioii,  *2,OVN3. 

The  steamer  is  4  years  old  and  needs  extensive  repaii"8.  Her  dimen- 
sions are  as  follows:  Eighty -five  feet  lonir,  20  feet  beam,  and  4  feet  8 
inches  deep.  Tonnage,  idS  tons.  Valuea  the  vessel  at  $16  per  ton  and 
the  copper  on  her  bottom  at  $110. 

V  ery  rc??p:ict fully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Irwin, 
LieitteHant^   i  \mmmnding. 

TOWKSEND   StITES, 

Actinff  Master. 
H.  Missemer/ 
Third  Aa^iJ^tani  Engineer ^ 
Chas,  Boardmak, 

Carpenter* 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Satdk  Atlantic  blockading  Sauad/nnu 


Iiettor  fh>iii  Thomas  M.  Stetfon  to  Eear-Adimir&l  Da  FoEt  U.  S.  Kavj,  regardui^  the 

vteamer  Oovemor  Milton^ 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Jamiary  16^  186S. 

Dear  iSm:  I  have  been  making  enquiries  on  behalf  of  the  owneraof 
the  steamer  G,  W,  Bird,  recently  recaptured  b}-  the  GovcrDment  forces 
in  the  St>  Ji>hn's.  We  are  informed  that  you  relinquished  the  naval 
claim  for  !?1,(I00,  but  we  receive  such  various  accounts  about  her  as  to 
fear  that  there  are  coiiHicting  interests  at  work.  May  I  therefore  take 
the  liberty  of  enquiring  of  you,  sir? 

We  slionld  be  glad  to  learn  such  facts  as  may  have  come  to  your 
knowledge  about  her,  especially  as  to  your  view  of  her  value  when 
brought  to  Poll  Rtnal,  and  the  mode  of  adjustment  of  the  naval  claioL 
We  should  be  glad  to  learn  at  what  projxjrtion  of  her  supposed  value 
and  at  what  auKmnt  the  naval  claim  was  fixed. 

The  vessel  was  named  the  Govtrnm'  Mil  km  by  the  rebels  when  they 
seized  her,  and  was  so  named  when  recaptured  by  your  force. 

If  vou  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give  us  this  information  it  will  be  very 
gratifying  to  the  o\vmcrs,  and  ci!>lige, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantj 

Thomas  M*  Stetson. 

Admiiul  Samuel  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flagship,  Port  Royals  S.  C 


Report  of  Captain  Godon^  U,  6\   iVtfw/,  rtyarding  th^  assignment  of 

tm  U,  S*  8.  Potinrti<hi  to  dah/  at  St,  Simtm^s, 

V,  S.  Ship  Vermont. 
Pari  Rogaf  Ilm-hut^  Ocli*lm^  U,  1862. 
Sik:  I  enclose  hei*ewith  the  report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Conunand- 
ing  Budd,  of  the  Potomsht,     The  niachine  shop  at  this  place  is  so  nmch 
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^  !ig<*d  with  the  iit'cessjirv  rqmnT^ of  the  vrsM^ls at  ihU  8cf uuflnni  whk-h 
'are  ur^rently  needed  fur  tlie  auties  herc^  tbut  I  mu  not  at  this  tmio  aid 
the  I*otomi<ka  in  forward iii^  her  to  PeriHiicola, 

Lieutenant  Coiiiiiitii id ing  Biidd  informs  mo  that  he  can  perform  river 
duty  here  without  aid  from  the  machine  shop,  and  not  to  keep  the  ve.s- 
8el  idle  1  have  directed  her  for  the  time  being  to  perform  duty  in  and 
aliout  St.  Sinion-i^  Sound.  She  i-an  be  of  great  use  there  in  blockading 
one  of  the  inlets,  and  so  saon  a.s  she  ean  be  put  in  a  condition  to  go  to 
|»ea  (if,  indeed,  her  needful  work  can  i>e  executed  at  the  j^hop)  I  will 
have  her  disimtehed  as  your  orders  directed. 

The  mails  she  brought  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Shixis  Island. 
I  have  the  hoDor  to  be,  sir, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  S.  W.  GODQN, 
Captain^  Comvuinding  South  Ailunttc  Jilockadin^f  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^airy^  Wb^hin^tmi^  J},  C. 


Order  of  Comviander  SUedmariy  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Mast^  TTrann^ 

V*  S,  Ifaxry^  (XfmmaTiding  U*  S\  S*  PafnMm^  to  pnHrced  to  Fernan- 

din^y  jFIu. 

U.  y.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
St.  JohriH  Ihrhfn\  Florida,  October  <?,  J86£. 

Suii  You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  with  the  Patrmm  under  your 
command  to  Fernandina,  and  on  your  arrival  re|)ort  to  Conmiander 
Pattisoii,  of  the  Sumpter, 

You  will,  if  possible,  get  on  board  10  tons  of  coal;  when  you  ai'e 
coaling  it  is  mv  desire  that^^ou  should  obtain  from  Conmiander  Patti- 

EBon  a  few  marines  to  prevent  your  men  from  leaving  tiie  wharf. 
You  are  under  no  eonsideradon  to  eoal  at  night. 
L  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olx^dient  servant, 

CUARLES   StEEDMAN, 
'  Commanddfr  and  Senior  Oj^cer  Pttisent, 

I    Acting  Master  W.  D,  Urann, 
Be, 
[  S 


^^port  of  Oapiain  Oodon^  U.  S.  Ncm^^  rsga/rding  the  dmymdfcrooal 
amd  the  advantage  of  a  large  supply  at  Femandituij  Fla. 


U,  S,  Ship  Vebmont, 

Port  lioyat  JTarhm\  S,  C,  October  3,  1SG2, 
Sih:  The  Octoraray  Comuiander  Collins,  arrived  here  on  the  1st 
instant  and  reported  himself  as  part  of  a  squadron  under  eomniand  of 
Commodore  Wilke^s  and  applied  for  a  supply  of  coal.  Renewed  aopli- 
cations  for  such  supplies  would  render  tne  demand  much  beyona  our 
means  here, 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact.     A  large 
supply  of  coal  at  Fernandina  for  the  use  of  those  vesaelg  would  be 
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most  advantageous  to  them,  shortening  their  runs  to  and  from  the 
points  of  their  operations. 

I  venture  these  suggestions,  based  upon  a  communication  from  Com- 
modore Wilkes  asking  authority  to  send  his  vessels  to  Femandina  for 
coal,  although  I  presume  the  forethought  of  the  Department  has 
already  looked  to  tnis  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Captain^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy ^  Washington^  J).  C, 


Order  of  Captain  Oodon^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Green^  U.  S.  JVavy^ 
regarding  pennant  of  the  nenior  officer  off  Charl^ton^  S.  C, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
P</rt  BayaZ  Harbor,  S.  C,  October  5,  1862. 
Sir:  Hereafter  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston  will  fly  the  trian- 
gular blue  "divisional  pennant."     Vide  boat-signal  code. 
Very  respectf  ull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Captain^  Cmamanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauad/ron, 

Captain  J.  F.  Green^ 

Senioi'  Officer  off  Charlestons  TT.  S.  S,  Canandaigua. 


Order  of  Captain  Creeii^  U,  S.  iVow,  to  Acting  Master  Beers^  TT,  S, 
Na^y,  com^inamding  U,  S.  schooner  George  W.  Blunt. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  October  6,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  schooner  Oeorge  W,  Blunts  under 
your  conmiand,  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to  Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 
conmianding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
Acting  Master  James  R.  Beers, 

Qmidg,  TJ.  S,  Schooner  Oeorge  W.  Blunt,  off  Cliarleston,  S.  C 


Orde?'  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  JVaiw,  to  Lieutenant- Commafider 
Niclvolson,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Ma/rblehead,  to  assume 
coinm^nd  m  North  Eiisto  Bivei\  South  Carolvna. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  October  6,  1862. 
Sir:  Report  to  Conmiander  John  Downes,  commanding  the  gunboat 
Huron,  and  relieve  him  of  the  dut}^  assigned  him  in  North  Edisto 
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River,  hihI  mi  assuiiiiix^f  tbo  duty  iviwut  to  tlii'  t'omniandiiig  officer  of 
the  South  Atliintir  Bhukiidiii^  St|iinuJ'tm  at  Fort  Hoyid. 

iVery  rospeetfully,  your  oliedieiit  servant, 
J.  F.  Greek, 
( ttptain  and  Senior  Offirtv, 
Lieutenaot-Cominander  Somerville  Nicholson, 
Commnndfng  U,  8,  S,  MftrMehead^  ttf'  Churlestony  S*  i\ 

Heptrrt  of  Capfahi    Godcrn^  U.  S.    Na^ry^  of  the  d^mrtmre  for  ^ew 
^-  *  Yi^rkofthe  U.  S.  K  Smnptt>r. 

^B  V.  S.  Snip  Vermont, 

■  Port  ^oi/a!  IlarfMfr,  S.  T.,  OrtoherG.  186^. 

^^    Sir:  I  have  to  infomi  the   Depui'tment  Umt  I  have  di-^patrhed  the 
SHfttpfrt  north  foi"  repairs  whirh  run  not  he  iiMide  at  tlii-s  ptirt. 

Her  inaeliinery  heiog  in  a  wry  crippk'd  rondition,  and  as  I  am 
unahh*  to  ^ive  her  more  than  a  few  dnyiC  eoal,  I  liuve  sent  her  to  New 
York  instead  oi  to  Boston  or  Portsmouth,  as  I  shoiikl  othtn'wi^e  have 

I  done,  in  obedience  to  the  wish  of  the  Department, 
I  I  am,  8ii\  ver^^  respet^tfully,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

L  ^  "     ^  S.  W,  GODON, 

I  CapUiifi^  Ofym/mmiding  South  AUu^iti^^  Bhx^kading  Sq^md/nm» 

I   Hon.  GiBEON  Welles, 
I  Serretary  of  fh' N(trtf^   Wo^htngtfm^  I>.   C, 

Remrt  of  Captnin  Godvn^  XJ.  S.  Navy^  tnat  the  IL  S.  S*  Burtm^ 
Comwander  Dmrmm^  U,  S.  Navy^  ccunmrniding^  hi^t  h'^m  dt^jxtXched 
to  Boston  an  acanint  of  her  unmtu'tirry  coHd!t!on, 

l\  S.  Siiir  Vermont, 

Port  Iioi/(d  Ihtrfmr,  (hif^jet  7,  18^, 
Sir:  I  have  directed  the  Ifunm  to  proc<?ed  t<>  BoHton. 
Her  officers  and  crew^  are  suffering  from  fevers  eontiiu'led  on  the 
«t     Although  the  services  of  this  class  of  vessel  are  much  needed 
bere,  the  Hurtot  \vould  he  useless  in  her  present  unsanit^iry  condition. 
I  have  in  this  cai?e  to  regret  not  only  the  htss  of  service  of  this 
essel  but  the  active  energy  of  a  most  excellent  officer  in  Commander 
)owne8,  of  the  ILmm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respe<itfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S*   W,  GODON, 

Oajptainy  Communding  South  Atlantw  SbKhading  Sqtwdrmt, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  tJis  Na^y,  WftMhingUm^  />,  61 


.  ier  of  ths  Secretary  of  the  Navyto  Aefino  Volunteer  JLimdcnant 
Buddy  U.  S,  Naey^  cmnmandtng  r.  S.  S.  Potmn^ta,  regarding  the 
station  of  tfmt  vessel. 

Navy  I^epartment,  (htf^m*  8,  /W^. 
Sir:  Captain  Godon  has  forwarded  to  the  Department  a  copy  of 
hrour  report  to  him,  dated  the  3(>th  ultimo* 
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Your  ord*?r  to  n^port  to  Ri'iir- Admiral  Farnitrut  is  revoked,  atid  tlxj  j 
Potof/iM/mviiW  forma  }mrt  of  the  South  Athintir  Bhrckudin^ Squadron, 
Any  dispati'htis  yuu  iiiiiy  have  for  tho  Gulf  Kend  by  the  ConneeticuL 
1  am,  rt?«pectfully,  your  obedient  servunt, 

Gideon  Weixes, 

Secret  m*if  of  the  ^atfy. 

Acting*  Volunteer  Lient*?nMiit  Wm.  Budd, 

Coinitiandiny  U.  S.  S.  Potufnuku^  Port  Royal. 


Se^ort  of  Lwutenmif-  Commander  Gamhle,  U*  S.  Na^^  comnmndin^ 
Un  S.  S,  Pocahontas,  of  arrival  ot  Port  lioyal^  S.  <1,  towhiy  tjm 
diaoMed  steamer  Trad'e  Wind. 

U.  S,  S.  PCK'AHONTAS, 

Port  Royal,  S\  O.,  October  S,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  to-day  at  this  port  and 
the  circumstanct^s  which  iiidufed  me  to  enter  it, 

YoHterdav^  the  Tth  instuiit,  in  lutitude  about  ^2-  27'  N..  and  loncji- 
tude  79^  3(V  W.,  steering  SAX.  i  W.,  I  fell  in  with  and  sjKjke  the 
American  steamer  Trade  Whui^  from  New  York,  fxumd  to  New 
Orleans,  flyiny;  a  nlgnal  of  distress.  Upon  hailing  and  enquiring  the 
canse,  wa.s  intormed  that  during:  the  night  previ(»us  they  had  blown 
out  and  broken  the  cylinder  head,  since  whicn  accident  had  l>een  help- 
lessly drifting;.  T  rendered  th<*  assistance  applied  for,  tow^ing  her  into 
Port  Royal,  the  nearest  iwrt. 
To  coal  ship  will  detain  nn^  here  one  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Gamble, 
Lieutimant"  Cmnmmi  d&r 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seijret^iry  of  the  JVavy^  Washint/ton. 


I 


Ijetter  front  th£  Seeretary  of  the  Nai?y  to   Captmn  DaMgren^  U*  SA 
JVary^  Chief  of  Bnreirv  of  Ordiumee^  regarding  his  rt'qu^st  to  G07nmand\ 
_  the  forces  to  enter  VharleMou^  X  C 

Navy  Department,  Ovtf/her  6\  1862, 
Silt:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  asking  to  eonunand  the 
forec^s  that  are  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  Rear- Admiral 
Du  Pont  has  l>t*en  called  to  Washington  to  concert  measures  for  this 
attack,  and  the  Department  can  not  consent  to  deprive  hiui  of  the  honor 
of  leading  and  directing  these  forces* 

Your  natural  ilesii^e.  however,  to  bt^  present  is  appreeiatc^d,  and  if 
you  desire  it,  you  can  have  orders  to  an  ironclad  that  will  take  part  in 
the  attack,  as  ordnance  officer  to  this  special  forre,  retaining  at  the 
same  time  your  position  us  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

W'ith  regjird  to  Commander  Porter  commanding  the  Mississippi 
Sc|uadron,  the  ofBcers  of  the  Na\^^  should  know  that  duty  there  nas 
not  been  considered  desirable.  A  commander  was  the  tirst  officer  in 
command,  and  many  ofBcers  have  sought  to  evade  the  duty.     One  cap- 
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lin  in^  the  Navy  pieferiTd  tbo  eomiiiand  of  ii  .sloop  of  war  inRtoiid  of 
the  chief  conimaod  of  the  We8t-ern  Flotilla. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etr 


Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Chief  of  bureau  of  Ordrutmefi. 


Gideon  Welles, 
Seer^^rt/  of  JVam/* 


fjrtler  of  t/ie  cfmimandant  nm*y  yard^  Philaddphia^  to  CofrmuMtder 
ZeUoi/^  U*  S,  Nar^y^  c^mmandm^   IL  S*  S*  Kmfstone  State^  l>a  pro- 
^H    ^^^  ^^  IlaniptoH  Road^  and  await  furtkiT  orderft, 

^m  Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yabd, 

^P  Phlluddphm^  Octoher  5,  1869. 

^^  Sir:  On  Sunday »  the  14th  instant^  you  will,  by  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment, proceed  with  the  Krydotte  State  to  Hamptuu  RoikIs,  reix>rting 
your  iirriv  al  to  the  senior  rmval  officer  there  prcf^ent,  and  then  await 
the  arrival  of  Rear-Atluiiral  Du  Pont,  from  woom,  in  the  abtjence  of 
instructions  from  the  Navy  Department »  you  will  take  your  further 
^ordern. 

^B  1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olKnlient  servant, 

^B  G.  J.  Pendergrabt, 

^H  Cmnmod/jre. 

^V  Commander  W.  E.  LeRoi% 

1  '--■-'"— ^-- 


rt  of  Captain  Godmi^  (L  6\  JVavy,  of  tlie  hmching  of  the  U,S,  S, 

EUm. 


U.  S,  Ship  Vermont, 

Purl  Royai  JIar/jf/r,  (htohi^r  10,  1 80S, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclone  herewith  the  report  of  a  nurvey  uf 
the  U.  S.  S,  Efh^n, 

Finding  the  ve.ssel  pa.st  repair,  so  far  tis  our  rei*ourect«  here  are  con- 
cerned, and  hniking  so  Ixidly  that  she  can  not  he  t4>wed  north,  1  have 
directed  her  to  be  V^achctL 

Her  maehineiT,  which  is  still  \aluable,  will  be  removetl  and  sent 
north.  Her  otiicers  and  crew  will  he  distributed  to  iill  vacancies  in 
the  squadron, 

I  urn,  sir,  very  reHpeetfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   \\.  GODON, 

Captain^  (Jmatnamilny  S<n(th  Ailmdle  Rloekadtny  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyy,  WasMmjtofij  D.  C, 


'  froffi  Captain  lJaMf/rf-n^  P.  S,  Nairy^  to  tfw   Seeretary  of  the 
Nwvy^  apply ht(/  for  apjmntineiit  a^  rear-admiraL 

BCTREALT    OF   OrDNANCE,  NaVY    DEPARTMENT, 

Washingtmi  City,  Odt^er  11,  1SG2. 
m.  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  having  received  the  reply  of 
the  Depailment  to  my  application  for  command  of  the  naval  forces 
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that  ftro  to  eiit^r  the  harbor  of  Chark^bttin,  th'cliniiii^  to  deprive  Roar- 
xVtiniinil  Du  I'ttnt  of  Huit  hnnor. 

To  lieu  uf  whifh  the  1  Vpirtiuciit  b  pkmnied  to  ofler  me  the  i-oimuund 
of  one  (»f  the  ironeludf^  that  is  to  eonn>ose  that  force.  This  I  accept, 
because  1  am  willing  to  render  any  serviee  that  the  country  may 
denmnd,  request int^f  at  the  same  time  tliat  I  may  be  relieved  from  further 
charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordtiauce.  If»  however*  1  am  permitted  to 
serve  in  the  sijuadron  tlestined  fi*r  the  reduction  of  Cliarleston  in  a 
capacity  so  far  h<dow  that  held  by  an  ofBeer  junior  to  nie,  it  must 
necessarily  be  attended  liy  a  sense  of  painful  humiliation,  which  the 
Department  might  well  foi'}»ear  to  inflict  on  one  whose  profe*isional 
standing  has  e\'er  been  without  T)lemish,  and  who  during  the  present 
struggle  to  maintain  the  Union  has  discharged  the  highest  duties  that 
a  naval  otlicer  can  render  near  the  (Tovernment 

1  ask,  therefore,  the  authority  of  the  Department  to  hoist  the  flag  of 
a  reai'-admiral  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Rear-Adniiral 
Dn  Pont,  and,  of  course,  as  subordinate  to  his  orders  as  if  I  were  a 
captain. 

L  This  will  in  no  wise  interfere  with,  but  assist  that  officer  in  the 
chief  coumiand,  und  it  therefore  removes  the  only  objection  presented 
l>y  the  Department. 

2:  It  is  m  accordance  with  the  ordinary  usage  of  all  navies  of  which 
admirals  form  a  part. 

3,  It  is  a  necessitv  to  have  a  second  flag  in  a  force  so  novel  in  its 
nature  and  intended  to  conduct  nu  attack  over  so  nuich  spac*e,  where 
there  are  ditlerent  chamiels  to  enter  and  the  several  principal  objects 
are  distant  from  each  other;  tlie  two  larger  forts  lying  more  than  a 
mile  apart,  accessible  by  difl'erent  channels. 

4,  It  will  give  force  and  efl'ect  in  all  the  ships  t<i  w  hatever  I  may  be 
able  to  suggest  to  the  connnander  in  chief  that  may  promote  the  l>est 
managenn^nt  of  the  ordnance  of  the  fleet;  a  consideration  of  no  small 
consequence  where  cannon  of  such  unusual  description  a*s  those  of 
XV- inch  caliber  are  to  be  called  into  service,  and  for  a  purpose 
where  the  result  entirely  depends  on  theii^  success, 

5,  It  will  in  a  measur**  relievt*  nu*  from  the  stigma  that  must  attend 
my  service  as  a  captain  afloat,  while  a  junior  by  a  whole  grade  com- 
mands as  a  rear-admiral;  and  it  is  l»y  this,  the  outward  token,  the 
navies  of  the  ivorld  w  ill  measure  the  vahu'  of  my  service^ 

0.  It  wnll  enable  me  with  some  satisfaction  to  retain  the  duties  at 
the  head  of  the  ordnance,  if  such  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

JkO*    a.    DAHUiREN, 

Chief  of  Btmau  of  Ordnance. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkli^es,  *  " 

Secretary  of  the  Nany^  Wa^hingftm, 


Meport  of  Lieutmiant  PreMmi^  U.  S.  Wamy^  relathg  to  geniral  affairs 
of  the  South  Atlantic  Blocktmin^  Squadrmi. 

[U.  S.  Shth]  Vermont,  Oet<^>er  Ih  1862. 
Admiral:  We  have  information  from  St.  »Tohn's  River  to  the  4th 
instant     The  joint  attack  upon  the  [St,  John's]  Blutf  batteiy  met  with 
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ttcnn*j  .success.     (ir-mTul  Bran f inn   rrossed   St.  .IijIiiTs   Bar  in   Hie 

tU'  moniinj;  of  the  ist,  aiul  liiid  liis  men  uii  shore  \>y  noon.  Tlie 
unboats  then,  in  advfuue  of  the  trtwjps,  att?ieked  tlie  hnitt^rv,  and  the 
rebels?,  after  retiirniniJf  a  few  shot??,  afmiHloned  everything — even  their 
flag — and  tied  preeipkately  in  the  direction  of  Jueksoinille.  Soon 
aft<?r  limn  nan's  fortes  eanie  op  and  oeeiipied  the  rebel  works.  The 
gfun boats  ascended  the  river  next  day  to  .Ijit'ksxniville;  found  the  eity 
almost  deserted,  and  learned  that  the  relK^is  lead  crossed  the  river  at 
that  point  the  previous  ni^^ht.  Commander  Steedman  will  remain  a 
few  days  longer  in  the  St,  John's  and  make  a  reconnoissanee  bcvoud 
Palatka. 

The  most  tano^ilde  result  of  thi^  movement  is  that  upward  of  2,(K)0 
negroes  from  the  territory  adjacent  to  tlie  river  have  songht  the  pro- 

iction  of  our  anus.     The   hatt^^ry  on  St.  John's  Blnti*  consLsted  of 

ven  Vlll-inch  guns  and  two  4i-inch  ritles.  all  left  in  good  order, 
some  of  them  loaded. 

Commandei*  Sartori  has  reported  for  the  Flor-idrf^  and  Lietitenant- 
Commander  Scott  has  heen  ordered  to  thi^  Sffjayo,  just  vacated   by 

111  men.     Scott  is  an  intelligent,  energetic  otiicer,  and  I  suspect  would 

mmand  her  more  ettieieDtry  than  most  otMcers  of  the  grade  entitled 

that  class  of  ycssels. 

The  Fhig  has  resmiied  her  station  otf  Charleston,  her  ills  all  cured. 
Commander  Strong  is  philosophically  trying  to  make  the  In^'st  of  an 
exploded  [Kjlicy  and  says  that  he  is  now  a  most  luippy  man  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  discovered  the  dreadful  leak. 

The  Ilurmt  arrived  a  few  days  since  from  North  Edisto  with  a  yery 
large  portion  of  her  crew  down  with  fevei"  of  a  doulitful  character. 
The  army  surgeon  who  has  charge  of  the  ipiarantine  recommended 
that  she  shouldnot  be  allowed  to  enter  the  harbor.  Downes  thought 
it  was  probably  only  swamp  or  coast  fe\'er.  His  men  were,  however, 
so  mucii  deldlitated  that  Captain  (rodon  thought  it  advisable  to  dispatch 
him  at  once  to  l^oston. 

The  Pok/tfijthf  was  found  to  require  such  extensive  repairs  tAi  enable 
her  to  sail  in  safety  for  the  Gulf,  and  so  little  tt>  tit  her  for  service  on 
the  inner  blockade,  that  Captain  (iodon  sent  her  jMissengers  and  mails 
forward  by  the  lihifdr  Mtttul  mid  assigned  her  to  duty  at  St,  Simon's 
until  such  tinu*  as  the  demands  of  the  regular  work  of  the  squadron 
would  allow  her  requisite  rejiairs  to  Ijc  made. 

Conmiander  MuHany  brought  the  h7ftn  down  from  Stono  a  few  days 

'o,  and  we  Inive  her  snugly  on  the  beach,    (I  it  lis  j^^oes  noith  to  report 

the  Department  l>y  k'ltcr.  The  SHutpUr  has  sailed  for  New  York. 
The  Isaac  SuiitL  Acting  Lieutenant  Conover,  and  Quahjr  OJfy^  Com- 
mander Frailev,  have  reptuied.     No   WisHahlikoH  yet. 

West  has  applied  for  your  assistance  in  procuring  the  comnmod  of 
the  MaHHacfiK^ftfs  and  I'aptain  (iitdon  recommends  him  **  most  heartily." 
He  seems  invahiable  here,  yet  if  he  could  be  replaced,  1  suspect  he 
would  be  equally  vabialde  there;  no  one  could  do  better. 

Genei"al  Mitchel  is  anxious  to  move  on  the  Ogeechee  the  moment 
Bmnnan  returns  from  St.  John's;  and  Captain  (iodon  assures  him  (and 
he  thinks  he  but  speaks  your  wish)  that  he  shall  have  a  j)romi>t  and 
hearty  cooperation.  We  have  very  definite  information  in  regard  to 
the  locality  of  the  batteries  and  their  force.  The  plan  proposed 
embraces  the  destruction  of  the  batterit^s,  of  the  j\\ushiullf\  <if  the  rail- 
road bridge  above,  and  of  the  machine  shop  adjaceot  thereto.    1  think 
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it  qiiit^!  fea«iblp  und  invuh  in^  hut  a  siuM  lof«8  of  life.  Should  the 
ino%*enjent  )h*  niade  before  3*011  return^  C'Hptain  Godon  will  go  down 
hiraftelf. 

Our  supply  of  coal  ingrowing  generous  again*  The  coal  hulk  which 
3*ou  proposed  to  the  Department  would  \yQ  a  great  convenience.  The 
demand  for  the  tng^  gruwst  daily  more  urgent.  The  Pettit  can  not 
laat  much  longer. 

With  much  respect,  very  sincerely  voiir:*, 

S.  W.  Preston. 
AdmimI  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy, 

Vfjinmafidimj  SmUh  Atl^xntic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Orfl^r  of  CfynimimdeF  Steedm/xn,,  U,  S,  Na/vy^  to  Acting  Master  Urann^ 
U.  S.  Ncmy^  commanding  U.  S>  S.  Patroon^  to  proce^  to  Pt/rt  Eoyal^ 
0*  6. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paui.  Jones, 
Si.  John's  Rvve}\  Floridu,  Octti^er  11,  1S6S 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  d!>spateh  to  Port  Ro\'al  with  the 
Pairoou  under  your  corniiuuid  jind  on  your  arrival  report  to  Rear- 
Aduiiral  Du  Pont  or  the  senior  officer  present. 

You  will  plejise  take  charge  of  the  dispatches  and  deliver  them  in 
pei'Hoii. 

I  am,  ^it-,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Charles  Steedman, 
Commumder  amd  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann, 

Commandhii^  IL  S»   Gtmioat  PairoofU 


M^/Tt  of  Cmmnunder  Steedviany  JJ,  S.  Navy^  of  ijisv&ordifiatiofh  on 

theU,  S.  S.  Patroonl 

D.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
St  John'if  Biver,  Flarid^,  Oetobt^r  il,  1S6S, 
Sir:  The  crew  of  the  H.  S*  gun  boat  Patnx/n  have  become  iio  deraor- 
alized  and  insubordinate  as  to  render  her  totally  inefficient.     I  have 
therefore  conHidfred  it  advisable  to  order  her  Uy  Port  Koyal  for  8ueh 
at^tion  JLS  yon  may  deem  proper. 

In  jostire  to  her  present  commander  I  must  eay  that  I  do  not  believe 
he  is  to  Ijliime  tor  tJie  disreputable  condition  of  aifairs  on  board  of  his 
vessel*  Herewith  I  tmnsmit  charges  and  specitie^tions  of  charges 
prepared  by  Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann  against  the  following- 
named  men,  who  have  been  kept  in  continement  on  board  of  this  vessel 
for  safety  since  the  28d  of  September,  viz:  Walter  Harrington,  W^il- 
liam  W^illiams,  William  Mclntyre,  and  James  WaltzingfordJ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
CommoTider  and  Sen  lor  (Jffieer  P^eseni^ 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comnmndiiig  SoutJi  Athrniic  Sfjumiron, 
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B«p«ft  of 


Oodoa,  v.  ft.  MbV7« 


U»  S.  Ship  VciofaNT, 

Pmi  Royal  Harb^.  S.  C,  OdiitT  17.  ld&9. 

Stb:  I  have  the  honor  to  itifomi  the  Department  of  th<^  <*iiptiire  of 
the  sc*hooner  Bmira  CornyliuM  h}-  boats  from  the  U.  S.  beirk  ^^- 
l€S8  and  U.  S,  S.  T^Aif/,  for  a  violation  of  the  bUx^kade  of  Bull';*  Bay, 
on  the  morning  of  the  11th  iastant*  She  has  been  dispatched  to  Phiu- 
dclphia  by  Captain  Green,  senior  officer  off  Charleston. 

I  have  also  to  repcirt  the  t-apture  of  the  schooner  Darid  fV(»ohett  by 
the  IT,  S,  schooner  Ameru^d^  while  attempting  the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant.  Her  cargi*  consisted  of  turpen- 
tine and  rosin,  a  valuation  of  which  is  incbidea  in  the  enclosed  report 
of  a  sur\^ey  held  on  that  ve«^seL  An  the  schooner  Cr^ickett  i»  unfit  to 
proceed  north,  her  crew  and  cargo  will  be  sent  forward  at  the  etirlieal 
opportunity. 

1  have  turned  into  the  storekeeper's  department  of  the  Vemumt  10 
barrelB  of  turpentine  from  the  cargo  of  the  Ikmd  Croekeit  to  supply 
the  urgent  wants  of  the  squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resplectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  W.  GODOKj 

Captain^  Contmandim/  S*Aith  Atlantic  JSlodkadinff  Squadnm. 

Hon.  Gn>BON  Weujes. 

Secr^ofy  of  the  Nary^  Wmhin0€m^  D.  C. 


Baport  of  Commftit46T  fttrong,  IF.  8.  Favy,  eommaikdiii^  V.  ft,  ft^  FUf . 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Off  CharUsion,  October  IS,  1869, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  ilay light  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  it  was  reported  to  lue  that  there  was  a  schooner  in  sight, 
bearing  from  us  N.  E.  under  a  foresail,  with  jib  and  mainsail  down, 
apparently  reeftng,  as  it  was  hluwiiig  fresh  at  the  time  from  S.  S.  W. 
About  a  half  hour  afterwards  it  was  reported  to  me  she  had  hoisted  her 
jib  and  was  standing  toward  the  U.  S*  nark  Hestl^^s,  anchored  at  BulTs 
Bay.  Supposing  her  to  be  a  pm vision  si*hooner  or  friend,  1  did  not 
immediately  get  under  way*  Soon  after,  seeing  two  guns  fired  from  the 
^«c;/^^(that  being  a  signal  that  a  vessel  was  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade),  I  immediately  got  underwav  (6:50  a.  m.)  and  gave  chase 
under  all  steam  and  saiL  About  a  half  hour  after,  saw  the  litstU^  get 
underway  and  stand  in  for  the  bar,  apjjarently  to  bead  the  si^hooner  off. 
Soon  after*  the  bark  wore  around  and  stood  off  a  short  distance  and 
anchored.  The  schooner  passed  in  over  the  shoals,  made  all  sail,  passed 
around  the  north  end  of  BulTs  Island,  and  for  a  short  time  was  outof 
our  eight*  Upon  making  the  owning  1  saw  she  had  been  run  ashore 
on  the  mainland,  inside  off  Biiir^*  Island.  1  immediately  manned  and 
armed  two  Ijoats  and  sent  them  to  assist  the  boats  that  hatl  Ijeen  previ- 
ously sent  in  by  the  BeHl^m  to  get  tbe  schooner  off  if  possible. 
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Sho  WHS  iifloat  ycsU^riluy  tnorning,  the  12th  instant,  at  8  a.  m.j  my 
boats,  otUrer,  iind  crews  remaining  \\y  her  until  this  morning,  when 
she  wa.s  left  in  charge  of  the  eoiiiniantler  of  the  ReHle^^* 

The  .s(*hooner  proved  to  he  the  Elminf  CtfrtidiuM^  la«t  from  Port  Koyal, 
cleared  for  New  York,  with  an  a»^rted  cargo  from  New  York  unbroken 
at  Port  Royal, 

As  Aeting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy's  boats  were  the  first  to  boaM 
the  sehooner,  he  will  send  her  north  for  adjudication* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver}^  respectfully,  your  ofjedient  servant, 

J.  H,  Strong, 

Corrmumder. 
Bon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t fie  Nmyy^  Waskmgton^  D.  O* 


Boport  of  Aottng*  Volmntoor  Idfiatenant  Conroy,  U,  S.  Nftvy,  commandiiig  U.  S,  bark 

Bestleii. 

C*  8.  Babk  Restless, 
Of  Bum  Bay,  Octoher  U,  1869. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Elmira. 
Corndlns^  of  New  York,  ostensibly  cleared  for  Fort  Roval,  for  violat- 
ing the  blockade  at  Bull's  Bay*  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant  a  schooner  livas  reix>rted  frt>m  the  masthead  standing  inshore 
at  Price's  Inlet;  a  shot  was  tired  from  our  forward  Parrott  rifle  gun 
and  the  ensign  hoisted,  when  she  stood  on  under  easy  siiil  without 
showing  her  colors.  Anc^ther  shot  was  then  fired  from  one  of  the 
forward  32-pounders,  which  fell  short,  bnt  induced  her  to  hoist  her 
main  and  giiff  topsail,  undoubtedly  trying  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  then  sent  an  ar!ued  lioat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  William  N, 
Griswold  to  intercept  and  take  possession  of  her;  in  the  meantime 
got  underwa}"  and  stood  in  with  the  ReMttess.  I  then  sent  another  1x>at 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason  to  assist  Acting  Master  Wil- 
liam N.  Griswold, 

Firing  another  shot  from  the  rifle  gun,  which  fell  somewhat  nearer  the 
schooner,  and  seeing  the  boats  upproaching  her,  she  wjis  run  aground 
near  the  mouth  of  the  channel  of  BulTs  Island.  During  the  whole 
time  of  the  chase  the  si*hooner  shi>wed  no  C(dors,  but  so  soon  aa  Acting 
Master  William  N.  Griswold  approached  her  in  his  boatshesttin  up 
the  American  ensign,  union  down,  and  pretended  to  be  in  distress  a!id 
in  a  h^aky  condition;  lait  it  is  now  proved  that,  although  shethumjied 
very  heavily  when  ran  aground  and  having  been  ashore  for  mora  tnun 
twent3^-four  hours  liefore  she  could  be  got  afloat,  she  now  only  leaks  4 
inches  per  hour  and  with  tifteen  minutes'  pumping  can  be  kept  free. 
During  the  chase  the  LL  S.  S.  Fitrg  hove  in  sight,  and  Cbnmiandcr 
James  H.  Strong  sent  tivo  fjoats  to  assist  in  getting  the  schooner  afloat. 
I  do  not  think  tliat  without  thetimely  assistance  of  Comnmnder  Strong 
she  could  have  been  gotten  ofl'  so  so<m,  wo  only  having  two  small  boats 
with  a  crew  of  live  in  each.  The  captain,  mate,  and  supercargo  I  sent 
as  prisoners  on  board  the  Fkuj^  to  be  taken  to  the  senior  officer  off 
Charleston,  and  the  steward,  with  two  men,  were  taken  on  board  the 
Re^fless  and  will  go  in  the  prize. 

The  steward,  Daniel  E,  San  ford,  states  that  the  schooner  was  fired 
into  ofl"  Bull's  Bay  by  the  ReMleRs  in  tJune  last  and  a  boat  sent  to  board 


^  but  her  captaiu  would  not  beave  to  and  the  bcNit  wa^  |ir^vanted 
iin  boarding  fier. 

Referring  to  the  ^hip*^  log,  we  find,  on  the  ::J^th  of  June  Ui8t,  th©  fol- 
lowing re    J^rks: 

At  5:40  a  schooner  in  @ight  bearing  N.  £.,  staodiiii;  towmni  xis;  nmt  a  lioat  to  bcmnl 
her.  Boat  returned  and  reported  that  the  a*ho<Wf  r  wixild  not  hesavt*  to  and  coukl 
not  hoarfl  her;  fired  three  shots  at  her;  it  growing  dark,  we  loitt  mi^ht  of  lien 

She  has  ever  since  that  time  been  lying  in  l\>rt  Kov-ul  and  with  a 
cargo  invoiced  at  i?15,315.77:  has  not  opened  her  hatehes  nor  di.spostxl 
of  any  part  of  her  cargo,  which  was  owned  by  a  Pr.  Vandyke,  of  New 
York,  who  lived  foniierly  at  Charleston,  and  has  a  few"  days  Hince 
arrived  in  Port  Royal  in  the  schooner  Fnnnir  Ottrrif*^  no  doubt  on  a 
similar  expedition. 

The  cargo  con.si8ti5  of  aiticle.s  mo^t  needed  in  the  rel)el  Statas  and  was 
unquestionably  destined  for  a  rebel  |x>rt. 

I  shall  send  the  prize  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  Acting  Maj^ter 
Miller  H.  Johnson,  with  a  prize  crew  of  six  men;  the  I^lftfj  luso  sends 
a  crew"  of  three.  I  res|^>ectiullv  request  that  Mr.  #Johns<^n  niav  l>e  siM>n 
ordered  to  i-eturn  to  this  vesisei,  as  T  .lui  already  short  of  officers  and 
crew. 


I  enclose  a  rem»rtof  Acting  Master  William  X*  Griswold,  who,  with 
*     I  Honry 

and  decision. 


Acting  Ensign 
'  ^cision. 
I  am,  sir,  ver}"  respectfully 


FIas<^>n,  has  carried  out  mv  orders  witii  alacrity 


,  your  obedient  srrvaut, 

Edwaiu>  C'onuoy^ 
Acting  Limit^iatiL  Vm^nnamUng, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Siicretartj  of  the  Natty ^  Wa^hifigton^  D*  C. 


Baport  of  Acting  Mailer  Qriawold^  TJ.  B,  HaTj,  ezeGatiTA  officer  of  U.  0.  bark  ReitUii. 

11.  S.  Bark  Ukktlkwh, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rt*|K>rt  of  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Eimlra  ('(muihi^^iA  Now  Yurk,  hy  thr  Im»h(  Niidt'r  uiy 
coniraand,  by  your  orders 

On  leaving  tliis  vessel  I  pnieeeded  toward  I  liulTs  \\\xy  witlnill  pcis.sible 
speed,  hoping  *^o  reach  the  mouth  of  the  narrow  clinrnud  hy  which  tlm 
schooner  was  tryiug  to  run  the  blockade,  but  she  wan  too  fant  for  lis, 
for,  tindiTig  that  the  boat  gainiHi,  she  Sf  t  her  iHainsail  and  gafftop>*ail. 
As  there  was  a  strong  breeze  blowing  ut  S.  S.  W.,  she  wrnt  ttirou^^h 
the  water  at  a  furious  rati\  the  pilot  r'viderdly  w*dl  afqnaint<*d  with 
the  charmeL  On  her  reaching'  IVird  Islaial  Passap'  she  tnderrd  it 
beautifully,  and  under  all  sail  fairly  flew  tlirou^^di  tlie  wati-r  toward 
Hartjor  Creek,  seeino"  which  I  tried  to  ftit  h^r  cdf  by  rri^ssiug-  tla^  shtnds 
close  to  the  island  (Bird),  but  it  wiis  of  no  use.  Suddenly,  however,  she 
took  the  ground,  and  by  the  time  she  fhnite*!  a^iin  I  w*ts  within  a  quaHer 
of  a  mile  of  her;  tired  a  rifle  at  her,  but  nu  notice  was  taken  of  it.  She, 
still  under  all  siiil,  tried  to  reach  thr*  mainland;  a^^iin  sin*  took  I  he 
ground.  Those  on  Ijoard  hndlni^^  that  she  was  hanl  and  ftist  and  Ihr 
boat  close  on  them,  gave  it  up  and  hoisted  an  Auii^ritan  cu^i^'U  in 
the  fore- rigging,  jjort  side^  union  down.     The  captaiu  said  that  the  tlag 
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had  1»een  there  all  the  morn  in  or,  but  we  could  not  see  it  till  close  on 
her.  It  might  have  l>een  there* lio wo ver,  as  they  could  not  ha%^e  choseu 
a  better  place  to  have  hidden  it  from  us.  On  boarding  her  I  found 
the  water  up  to  the  cabin  floor,  but  on  trying^  the  pump  found  that 
she  could  be  kept  fi'ee  by  pumping  ten  minutCi*  in  the  Lour;  tried  to 
get  her  off  that  tide,  but  could  not,  on  account  of  the  water  that  was 
in  her;  lost  the  port  anchor  in  the  attemjit.  At  12:20,  or  near  that 
time,  Mr.  Chisholm.  actine  master,  from  the  jFla(/^  came  on  board  in 
charge  of  two  boats  to  aid  in  tretting  the  vessel  off.  At  my  request 
he  sent  his  l>oat  to  the  ship  with  captain,  crew,  and  pai>ers  of  schooner 
in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Wells^  of  the  /7</y/.  On  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  there  being  a  heavy  tide,  got  her  off.  Not  considering  it  safe 
to  trust  her  in  deep  water  immediately,  as  the  weather  was  threaten- 
ing, I  came  to  an  anchor  near  Bird  Isltmd.  Finding  that  she  was  not 
damaged  materially  on  the  flat,  I,  at  1  p.  m.,  got  my  anchor  and  at  7:30 
came  to,  near  this  vessel.  I  am  happy  to  reixjrt  that  the  conduct  of 
Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason.  who  boarded  snort ly  after  myself,  was 
highly  efficients 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

W,  N,  Griswold, 
Aciijuj  MdHter'^  £kecutive  Officer* 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  C^nroy. 


Btatem&al  of  John  Simonson,  mmiter  of  the  prise  schooner  Slmira  OomeUm. 

U.  S.  Siup  Vermont, 
Pm^t  litri/aL  S\  a,  (Mr^jf^r  28,  1862. 

Sir:  While  lyint^  in  this  harbor  in  the  month  of  August  last  I  called 
at  the  custom-house  at  Hilton  Head,  and  there,  in  eourse  of  conversa* 
tion,  stated  to  the  olhcial  prc-^pnt  that  1  had  .some  misgivings  as  to  the 
intentions  of  the  chartrTin-  of  uiy  schooner,  but  1  had  no  means  of 
arnving  at  any  positive  eooc fusion.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  commu- 
nicate this  fact  to  him  for  his  )j:uidanee  in  tlie  premises.  As  thi.s  state- 
ment, made  by  uie  while  lying  in  this  harbor,  proves  tliat  I  had  no 
interest  other  than  a  lawful  charter,  I  will  thank  you  for  permLs^ion 
to  obtain  a  wi-ittrn  evidence  from  the  otiirial,  which  I  t^an  do  hj^  calling 
at  the  custom-house  at  Hilton  Head,  if  you  will  kindly  permit  me  to 
do  so  under  guard  from  this  ship. 

The  .schooner  is  my  own,  the  hard  earning8  of  years  of  service  and 
hard  work.  I  am  innocent  of  any  collusion  with  the  charterer*  I  had 
entered  a  protest,  t-Ieared  for  New  York,  so  as  to  have  the  protest 
extended  on  my  arrival  in  New  Yoi'k.  These  are  fart.s  which  refute 
any  idea  of  my  intention  of  carrying  any  cargo  to  any  [>ort  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  custom-house,  and  I  would  be  very  thankful 
to  you  to  grant  me  a  hearing  and  see  what  you  think  of  my  ease.  If 
there  is  one  scnitch  of  a  pen  wrong  in  my  papers,  and  anything  else 
can  be  proved  against  me»  1  will  give  in  that  I  am  in  the  wrong, 

Joir?f   SiMONSON, 

Captiiin  Schfunier  caU^  the  £lmira  CanheliuB* 
[Bear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, J 
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Report  of  Ck>mmander  Strong,  IT.  S.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  David  Orookett  by  the  U.  S 
ichooner  America,  October  18,  1868. 

I  J.  S.  S.  KLACi, 
Of  (niarlf'Mwi,  Octnhrr  11^,  IHO'^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reoort  to  you  that  laHt  evening  at  11:05 
p.  m.  1  discovered  a  sail  under  tne  land  lK;arin)(aFK>ut  N.W,  by  N.  At 
11: 15  the  U.  S.  schooner  yl/zie-ma  tired  two  eunH,  burned  a  biuoli|(ht, 
and  sent  up  a  rocket.  I  immediately  called  ail  bandH,  went  U)  quarUirn, 
slipped  the  port  chain,  and  stood  in  for  the  Anierica  (alK>u t  tb  nto-f ourthn 
of  a  mile  distant).  As  we  approached,  the  Ameruui  fired  two  moro 
guns,  when  the  vessel  anchorea  and  lowered  her  nails.  I  nent  a  Ixiat 
to  the  Ainerlixi  for  the  crew,  who  had  been  taken  on  lK>ard  from  the 
prize,  and  had  them  brought  on  board  this  vesHel,  viz,  <iiptairi,  mati;, 
four  seamen,  and  two  passengers. 

She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Davul  CrockM^  of  and  from  VMnrUm- 
ton,  l)ound  for  Bermuda,  with  a  cargo  of  175  Imrreb^  spirit*^  of  turjN^n- 
tine  and  10  barrels  rosin. 

The  i-aptain  of  the  vessel,  William  Thomjwrni,  a^lmitii  tiavirig  run 
the  blockade  several  times  during  this  relx^llion. 

1  herewith  enclose  the  muster  rolls  of  the  o&rjtrn  and  <'rew  of  thi>^ 
ship  at  date  of  said  t-apture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ix;,  very  resjuMrtfully.  Vipur  oU^dierit  MtrvtiuL 

'  J.  II.  Stroke;. 

Hon.  (iiDE/ON  Welli>. 

St'crd^jry  **f  tfu:  Sary,    Wtvihlruji/m^  I  J.  (J. 


•f  Caftaia  Qreea.  U.  S.  Mavy.  triBaiittiag  reyert  ef  AtOaf  %tmm  3tkm,  V.  f . 
Mmwj,  tmmmimiiug  V.  f .  fcJiee— r  Aa«rka. 


v.  .>.  >.  ilA%A%UAUii:A, 
Of  C'horUji^fo.  0^:UJ^r  IJ^,  m^. 
Sib:  I  havf  r»-*Ti«rtfuJlj  u>  infonn  y*nx  that  \i'tit%i(  MMMerJ.  thkfrr^ 
oommandicg  tfa^  i',  >.  ^:bf»ri«rr  A/A^fTf^xi.  ^^Xtir*^  wtijl*;  MtiUittsi^tuv 
to  run  the  bkxk^^  k.<  rjight  at  aU/ut  11  'Arkxjc  p.  tu..  ^/utwaf^ 
booiid.  the  --rrbooDer  D^r'-d  t'r^M:k/H.  Sf^nAni  nhh  Uir^uHini',  %tA  r*/^U>. 
with  m  crew  of  ^ix  Kiecj-  iricludiug  the  cai{Aa:5j  utA  uoMat^  ^tA  a^ivy  x^o 

A  copy  of  A*-t!Tii5  itL-ter  iWk^r-  r*^/rx  ^4  xh^  ':M{Afur*:  Uy  ssj^,  msA 
iko  m  T^fpfirt  of  aii  *:x^sihaA¥/fi  ^/f  the  v*?*«-^]  ^yy  ^'jHsasAa^'^^^  Mui- 
bnj  and  Aeting  >lk*^er  4,  linker  a*  t/y  her  *^3aii'yTthi«*e*^-  *?e  *af^/i!^:jC 
heicuhh.  The  or*«ir:hk^  of  tfj«r  rijfrgiiig  «/iO  *»5k  '/f  ti**^  jrii^^  -^Ii^f 
flueh  as  not  u.»  Tramuat^  :;.  rjjv  ^/f/jT.Vjsi,  her  l^^j»:^^«j^  v.  i  S'.^*3u^-n 
pnt  widioct  repnir*- 1  -Are  <iiT»^:!t/^o  A'^i-'i^r  Jfafc*^^?r  Mfci^rv  «»:nfC  tiuc 
aeoompsBT  her  Tritt  ti*e  J.vv«rf>^  Vy  Port  ^/yti.  iia»c  Vy  r^^fjr'.  v.  ;  vt 
forfnrtiier  i«t^ru'tk'-j*. 

The  prise  ^.hf^xj^r  K  -"^t  -j  ^ <fri^^^*/^  »  j*^  c.*»ptf!/a»ec  v^ci*.^  v^  i^i.  a^ 
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I  also  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  number  of  days'  pro- 
visions and  the  quantitr  of  coal  on  board  each  of  the  blockading  ves- 
sels off  this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Seni€»^  Oficer  ojF  CharUsicn^  S.  C 

Captain  S.  W.  Godox, 

Cofndg.  SontA  Atlantic  blockading  Squadron^  P^ri  Royal^  S.  O. 


•f  AetiBir  KMtBr  lalnr,  U.  a  Varf,  c— ■■■ii»g  U.  a  m^Mmn  Asftrica. 

U.  S.  Schooner  America, 

Of  Charlestons  October  H^  1862. 
Sir:  On  Monday  night,  October  13,  1862,  at  11  p.  m.,  while  lying 
at  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Dewees  Inlet  in  4  fathoms  of  water,  wind 
west,  weather  cloudv.  I  discovered  a  sail  trying  to  run  the  blockade  out 
from  Charleston.  I  conunenced  firing,  and  sent  a  boat  with  six  men 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master^s  >Iate  G.  H.  Wood  to  cut  him  off  from 
the  shore. 

After  firing  three  shots  at  him  he  came  to.  I  boarded  him  and  found 
the  vessel  to  be  the  schooner  David  Crockett ^  from  Charleston  for  Ber- 
muda, with  a  cargo  of  spirits  turpentine  and  rosin. 

The  crew  consisted  of  six  men  and  two  passengers,  whom  I  sent  on 
board  of  the  D.  S.  S.  Flag^  Commander  J.  H.  Strong,  which  came  to 
mc  after  I  conunenced  firing. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jonathan  Baker, 
Acting  Master s  Commanding, 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  jBloclnding  &/uadron. 


of  Commaiidmr  MuUjutj,  IF.  a  Sarf,  aad  ActiB|^  lUttor  'Bmkmr,  V.  a  Vmwj,  regard- 
ing the  eoaditioa  of  Um  priaa  tchooaar  David  Crockett. 

U.  S.  S.  BlENVnXE, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C  October  H,  1862. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  verbal  order,  we  have  examined  the  condi- 
tion of  the  prize  scHooner   Daeid  CrockM  and  find  her  outfits   in 
rigging  and  sails  so  very  inferior  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  send  her 
North  m  her  present  condition. 

We  would  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  her  to  Poit 
Royal  to  be  refitted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^-ants, 

J.  R,  M.  Mui.UkNY, 

Commander.     " 
J.  Baker, 
Actinq  Jfaster^  Commanding  the  America, 
Captain  J.  F.  Green,  U.  S.  5Javy, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


BOOTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


387 


Report  of  CapUim  God  on,,  U.  S,  Nwoy^  tfimng  stathms  of  i^e^tikU  In  the 
South  Atlantic  Bl^?cmding  Squadron. 

V.  S,  Ship  Vermont^ 
Port  JRoi/id  I/arbor,  S\  a,  Oetr^er  J^,186± 
Sir:  i  nave  the  honor  to  append  herewith,  for  the  iiifonziiitif»ii  of  the 
ipepartmont,  a  \ht  of  the  vessels  covering  the  various  blockaded  points 
f included  within  the  limitii  of  tJiis  squaditin: 
G  eor^^etow  n ,  JVof^wifJi, 
BulTs  Ba}%  lit'sthm, 

Chai'leston,  Powhatan^   Canandafgmi^  Mtrceditay  South  CaroUnu^ 
JiietfLullt\  Fla4j,  FlamheaUy  Afnerica,  Blunt, 
S  t-t)  n  o,  Co?  i  eifi  a  n  (/  h . 
North  Edisto,  Mirtdeiiead. 
St.  Helena,  Shepfwrd  KrmpjK 
Wa.ssiiw,  Pawnee,  Sdta(/o. 

088iihaw,  Florida,   Ylwen^  Daum^  Fernaudirui. 
St.  Catherine's,  Mad^le, 
Sti] x^  1  o ,  Hi 'fis llUra . 
DoIh>v,  I^otfjtft^ka^  VTeiiteru  Worl-d* 
St*  Sinion^s,    Wammdia, 
St.  Andrew\s,  tJemSi)l\ 
Fe man d i  na,  Mohmrl\ 

St,  John's  River,  Pifd  Jones^  Olmurron^  Water  Witch^  E.  B,  JTuh^ 
linear. 

Port  Royal,    Wahuiih,^    Vernumt^    lloiwatomc   (repaiiiiig),    Patrwrn^ 
Ellen  {condeii i ned), 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>cctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Goix)N\ 
Captaiiu  CoiitTJif fading  South  Athntie  Bhekadinfj  Squadnnu 

Hon,  Gideon  Wklles, 

S^x*frtart/  of  live  Nwmj^   Wmkington^  B,  C, 


Bep^frt  of  Captqm,   Godim^  JL  S.   iVext'y,  of  the  arrival  of  thii  IT.  S. 
steamers  Isaac  Smith  and  Quaker  Vity  at  Port  Royal ^  S,  C, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  I/fjf^hor,  S.   f\,  October  12,  J86£, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  repirt  to  the  Department  the  arrival  at 
Port  Royal  of  the  Jsauc  Smithy  Acting  Lieutenant  Conover,  eommand- 
irifj,  and  the  Qunker  01  ty^  Coimuander  Fniiley, 

I  am,  sir,  very  rrspectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   W,  GODON, 

(Mptain^  (hmmmiding  South  Athmtic  Blockading  Squadron* 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTtiary  of  the  Nojyy^  Wa^^htngtofi ,  IK  iX 


Repart  tf  Voniniand'er  Bown-e^^  W.   S.  JV(wy^  oommumllng  IL  S.  S^ 
Uuron^  of  Ms  arrival  at  Bostoti  and  the  ayndition  of  hi^i  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Bodon,  (MMr  IB,  1862. 
Sm:  Iireoniplianee  with  the  orders  of  Captain  Godon,  commandiri^r 
the  South  Atlantic  Bloekadiiig  Squadron,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
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encloftied,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  vou  my  arrival  in  this  port 
with  the  Ibirtm  under  my  command,  and.  I  regret  to  inform  yoo,  with 
the  crew  and  officers  suffering  severely  from  fever  and  general 
debility. 

Though  we  have  been  employed  a  great  part  of  our  time  upon 
bloi-kading  duties  and  upon  healthy  stations,  lately  the  health  of  the 
ship's  company  has  been  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  and  after  a  few 
days'  experience  of  the  climate  of  the  North  fidisto  River  fever  broke 
out  on  board  with  such  violence  that  in  a  week,  having  twenty  men  and 
officers  on  the  >ick  list  with  it,  on  the  6th  instant,  I  felt  compelled  to 
lea  AC  my  station  for  relief,  and  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  Charles- 
ton, whore  1  reported  my  condition  to  the  senior  officer,  who  ordered 
me  to  Port  Royal,  whence  I  was  immediately  ordered  north,  leaving 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th. 

The  vessel  requires  a  thorough  breaking  out,  clejinsing,  painting, 
and  frosting,  ancl  1  would  respectfully  suwest  that  somethmg  be  done 
to  improve  the  ventilation  below  generally,  as  to  the  want  of  it  I  am 
inclined  to  attribute  the  general  unsanitary  condition  on  board. 

The  men  have  now  been  closely  confined  on  board  this  small  vessel 
more  than  eight  months,  and,  I  tliink,  re<|uire  a  short  run  on  liberty. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  correct  muster  roll  of  the  ship's  company. 
I  am,  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  senaftt, 

John  Downes, 

Commander. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Stcrtfart/  oftlu  yary^  Wnshhujton. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Havy,  transmittiiig  report  of  Aeting  Lieutenant 

Watmongh.  U.  S.  Kayy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
IWt  lioyal  JIarbor,  S.  C  OcUjher2S,  186-2. 
Sik:  1  have  the  honor  to  forwai-d,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  by  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough, 
commanding  the  V .  S.  S.   Memphis^  of  the  aipture  of  the  English 
steamer  Omuhitti  on  the  14th  instant,  on  his  way  to  join  my  squadron. 
The  steamer  when  overtaken  was  disabled  in  her  boilers  by  her 
efforts  to  escai)e,  and  was  towed  to  this  harbor  by  the  Memphis. 

I  shall  send  her  north  for  adjudication  so  soon  as  I  can  get  a  tow 
for  her. 

Verv  res|)ectfullv,  vour  oln^dient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  PoxT, 
Rrar-AibiuraK  Connhj.  Smth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 

Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Seen  t a nj  of  the  Sa  ry ,  1  \ ^ai<h  in gton . 

[Euclnjsurv.] 

U.  S.  S.  Memphis, 
At  Sea.  Octf>her  15,  1862. 
Sfr:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  14th  instant, 
at  daylight,  in  latitude  38^  03'  K.,  longitude  76^  26'  W.,  a  steamer  was 
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diseovored  standiiiff  to  the  westward.     On  HttH*riii^  for  hi»r  slu'  ultonxl 
hpi"  coll  I'M'  to  the  onstward. 

The  pursuit  wH>i  continued  until  :^:3n  p.  ni..  when  two  nhutK  were 

tired  in  her  iiei^hborliood,  which  hrou^^ht  ht'i-  to.     She.  hoistjed  Erij^Iissh 

|,Colons;  was  l>oarded,  and  proved  to  he  the   Ottachitti,  from  Beninida, 

T^  ith  a  eleamnee  for  Ilavanii  and  re)jfular  papers.     The  captain  reported 

but  6  tons  of  dial  left^  and  that  he  had  stopped  her  sttj^iuiiin^. 

I  placed  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Curtis,  executive  ottic^'r  of 
this  vessel,  with  five  men,  and  took  her  in  toM\ 

When  tirst  seen  she  had  but  ht^r  lower  ma>it  standing,  under  fore- 
and-aft  yaits.  Durin^^  the  chase  sJic  sent  ahjft  a  lar^e  sijuare-sail  yard 
and  st't  the  saii.  Before  we  overhauled  (herj  we  jxisned  a  large  Imix 
^ floating  in  her  wake, 

Ilei'  secimd  officer  and  four  of  her  cVrw  were  lu'ought  here  in  c»rtler 
to  make  room  for  our  cre\v.  These  men  reported  that  tliev  had  i)CH»n 
busy  fruni  In  a.  in.  till  2  p.  m.,  throwing  overboard  cargo;  that  many 
of  the  boxes  were  long  Hat  onei*,  with  rojK?  t»eekets  fitted  in  the  ends, 
and  heavv ;  that  they  had  been  kept  supplied  with  liquor,  as  the  con- 
ditittn  of  those  on  Ixnird  rc|>orted  by  Mr*  Curtl.s  contii'med;  also^  ihat 
ftho  boilers  w^ere  damaged  by  the  excess  of  pressure  [in  their]  etfortij 
to  outsteam  us. 

I  am,  sir,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pe\i>  (i.  Watmouciii, 

Itear -Admiral  S.  F.  l>u  Pont, 

Vominandiny  South  AtlafUiv  Slm^kadrHtj  St/undrt/n. 


Addltioaal  refMrt  of  Eear'A.dtnir&l  Dn  Font,  17.  8.  If  atj. 

Fi-AGSHip  Wabash, 

JWf  Jioi/al  H(n'lMn\  S.  r.,  Xnrrwhcr  UK  /W^'. 
Sin:  I  have  ])reviously  informed  tho  l>epartment  of  the  capture  of 
the  pri>^e  steamier  ijtiaehttn  \\s  the  MrmphiH, 

Her  maehinerT  luis  bef^n  repaired,  and  1  have  nent  her  to  New  Yori, 
under  charg**of  Ai'ting  Master-],  N.  Giet  (formerly  of  tJa*  Vaht^iraim)x 
part  of  tho  crew  go  xa  her.  Thi'  master  (a  very  dangerous  cnaraetert 
jjid  tho  rest  of  her  crew  went  north  in  the  WitmHutUi.  Acting  Third 
Assistut\t  Engineer  William  J.  Cannon,  of  rhe  WfitttHHtfn,  was  ordered 
by  ine  on  )»oard  of  the  Oifiulutn, 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant. 

iS.  F.  Di:  Pont. 
Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlajd^ie  JilfK'k'udimj  Sf/widrmi» 

Hon,  GruRox  Wetj.ks, 

StyfYfiff't/  ftf  the  It'avy    Wrnhmfftrm 


Lm^'  frmn.  ilu*.  Seeretnry  of  the  Jfamj  tn  Captain  Dahlf/refft^  U,  S, 

JVhm/j  Ohirfof  linrtYtu  of  Ordnance^  regardi/ui  hf»  aj>/dmTtw?i  i<t  he 
amitjHt'd  to  comttijind  th4*  /uiudfhrvt^M  t^t  ttit^r  Oharl^mi^  S,  C\ 

Navy  Department,  Octob^fr  H^  ISGS. 
Siu:  Your  eormivuni cation  of  thi*  Mtli  instunt,  placed  in  my  hands 
yesterday  by  yourself,  ha^  cauned  me  both  surprise  and  regret.     It  is* 
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not  necessaTv  that  I  should  repeat  to  ycni  that  in  tendering  you  leave 
of  absence  and  the  t^oiHOMindoi  an  armored  ship  in  the  pro^x^sed  expe- 
dition ap^ainst  Charleston  I  had  no  intention  to  intiiet  on  you  ''painful 
humiliation,"  but  on  the  contrary  my  object,  as  you  well  know,  wa.^  to 
confer  a  special  favor,  and  that  against  my  wishes,  for  you  can,  in  my 
opinion*  nowhere  be  more  useful  than  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau. 

I  do  not  pi'opose  to  discuss  the  point  whether  in  my  past  action  or 
in  the  permit  granted  there  is  anything  to  justify  the  imputation  of 
design uig  to  inflict  on  you  **  painful  humiliation/-  I  am  confident 
you  would  not  so  misapprehena  me. 

You  requested  a  squadron  and  a  rear-admirars  appointment,  or  the 
CO nu u a n  d  of  th e  e x pe d  i  1 1  on  to  capt u re  (J h n r  1  e s t < >n .  m *ga rd  for  o t h e rs , 
for  the  service,  and  for  yourself  forbade  this,  not  that  1  questioned 
your  ability  and  merits,  but  there  are  others,  srnne  of  them  on  that 
station,  whose  services  and  position  could  not  thus  be  set  aside*  I 
could  not  move  Admiral  Du  Font  from  his  cumnmnd,  nor  hnvo  I  been 
disixjsed  to,  but  had  he  lieen  withdrawn  yoiuvappointment  to  the  squad- 
ron would  hav<>  been  cause  of  dissatisfaction. 

The  honors  bestowed  upon  you  have  greatly  exceeded  those  of  any 
of  yom*  contemiioraries  or  any  officer  of  eipial  grade  from  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Government.  You  were  placed  in  command  of  a  navy 
rani  when  only  a  i^ommander,  and  tlie  law  was  alte]'i»d  that  you  might 
je  continued  in  the  position  which  batl  been  confided  to  you  in  n  great 
and  tryiiig  emergency.  Some  of  ytuir  seniors  took  exceptions  to  my 
action  on  that  occasi<)n,  and  for  the  same  reasons  as  you  now  do  to  my 
conferring  an  independent  command  on  one  who  is  your  juniox*,  hut 
whom  ytiu  admit  to  be  admirably  adapted  to  the  command  that  is  given 
him*  i>n  each  oecasion  I  was  satisfied  of  the  rectitude  of  the  course 
pursued  and  that  what  was  done  Wiisfor  the  best  iide rests  of  the  coun- 
try. This  and  this  alone  has  controlled  me  in  every  apiwintment  and 
every  selection  1  have  made  sirtce  my  cormection  with  the  Ih^partment. 
1  have  no  partialities  to  gratify,  no  prejudii^es  to  intluem^'  nn^. 

On  no  consideration  would  1  withdraw  Admiral  Du  Pont  from  the 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron  or  couunit  to  another  the 
capture  of  Charleston.  That  object  constituted  originally  the  great 
feature  of  his  command,  and  the  country  expects  and  demands  that 
achievement  of  him.  No  man  would  be  justified  in  depriving  him  of 
that  service,  nor  do  I  see  how^  he  can  relinquish  it  without  dishonor. 

Individual  aspirations  can  not  be  permitted  to  intrude  in  such  a 
matter  in  a  crisis  like  this.  In  declining  to  substitute  youi'^elf  or 
any  other  officer  for  that  duty  1  would  not  be  understood  as  denying 
your  t*r  their  merits^  but  acccu^ding  to  my  own  convictions  of  duty  I 
owe  it  to  the  country  to  retain  Admiral  Du  Font  in  command  of  that 
squadron. 

You  ask,  however,  that  the  Department  will  at  least  authorize  you 
to  hoist  the  tlag  of  a  rear-admii*al  in  the  squadron  under  the  command 
of  Ilear-Admiral  Du  l\mt.  This  is  inadmissible.  There  has  lieen 
jsufficient  eujbarrassnient  on  the  subject  of  these  acting  appointmeDt^ 
without  further  complication. 

Only  officers  in  actual  command  of  squadrons  have  received  these 
apiKjintments,  and  they  fron)  public  necessity,  in  order  that  our  naval 
officers  commanding  squadrons  might  have  relative  rank  with  officers 
in  corresponding  jioiiitions  in  the  Army  or  with  naval  officers  uf  other 
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countries.  While  on  duty  wifh  the  foniier  they  are  often  called  to 
cou{>pnttc%  und  with  the  lattei'  tho}^  come  in  contact. 

It  hfi8  been  the  ^service  and  the  country,  rather  than  the  individuHl, 
that  have  l>een  consulted  and  considered  in  these  appointments.  I 
should  not  feel  nivHelf  ju.stitied  in  recommend iti^  an  app:nntment 
caihxl  for  by  no  8uch  putilic  nece^.sity,  whatever  may  he  the  merits  or 
however  distinguished  the  services  of  any  inclividnal. 

You  can  not,  I  think,  have  fully  considered  the  effect  and  bearinp 
of  your  request,  were  it  to  be  complied  with.  If  the  argument  which 
you  urge  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  one  junior  to  yourself  to  the 
eomnmnd  of  the  Mississippi  squadron  is  legitimate,  then  every  other 
officer  wdio  is  his  senior  nuiy,  like  yourself,  take  exceptions,  and  the 
Department,  if  governed  by  that  consideration,  wonio  be  compelled 
to  aisregard  merit  and  qualification  and  rely  on  length  of  service  alone. 
Besides,  if  you  are  grieved  Ijy  that  .^election  because  you  are  his  senior, 
it  w^ould  only  aggravate  the  error  as  regards  every  otiieer  on  the  active 
list  senior  to  yourself  were  you  to  receive  an  acting  rear-admiraFs 
appointment,  and  that,  too,  when  the  service  r^*quires  no  such 
apiM)intment. 

I  will  not  pursue  this  subject,  already  too  extended,  and  which 
nothing  l)ut  my  sincere  regarcl  for  you  personally  and  my  high  appre- 
ciation of  you  as  an  officer  would  have  induced  me  to  make.  It  has 
f»een  with  great  reluctance  that  I  yielded  to  your  earnest  desire  often 
expressed  Ifrefore  you  made  your  late  written  application  for  duty 
afloat.  In  no  position  can  you  so  well  serve  the  c^oiuitry  as  in  the 
department  w^itn  which  your  name  is  identified  and  on  which  most  rest 
your  enduring  fume.  But  you  were  sensitive,  not  without  reason, 
perhaps,  under  the  remarks  that  yon  were  not  actively  participating 
m  the  war  in  the  strict  linr  of  your  profession,  I  appreciate  the 
wound  these  n'^nnirks  and  these  opinions  have  inflicted  on  a  sensitive 
mind  tilled  with  the  laudable  ambition  of  attaining  the  liighest  rank 
in  his  professioTL 

It  was  this  w^hich  promptetl  me  to  tender  you  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
wrecks  and  the  -LXJiumand  of  an  armored  vessel  in  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant demonstnitions  of  the  war.  I  regret  that  my  object  should  have 
hern  misunderstood  or  should  have  caused  you  a  moment's  pain.  I  am 
satisfied  tlnit  nowhere  else  can  you  render  so  gi'eat  service  to  the 
country — if  that  he  your  aim,  as  it  certainly  should  be  the  first  object 
of  CHch  of  us—  as  in  the  position  you  now  occupy,  and  to  which  not 
only  the  DepartnnMit  l>ut  the  President  and  the  Si^nate  assigned  you. 
\Vc  nre  wanting  for  effective  service  a  great  amount  of  ordnance,  and 
on  you,  who  have  made  ordnance  a  specialtv,  devolves  l»evond  anyone 
else  the  duty  of  meeting  this  great  necessity.  It  is  w*itli  reluctance 
that  I  actiuiesce  in  your  absence  from  ordnance  duty  even  for  a  lu'ief 
period,  and  in  so  acquieaeing  upon  your  own  application  I  had  not  the 
reuiotest  conception  of  humiliating  or  paining  you,  but  suppo.sed  that 
at  (^omciHacritice  to  myself  and  to  the  service  1  was  rendermg  you  a 
special  favor. 

To  prevent  further  misapprehension  after  this  explanation  I  desire 
to  Bay  to  you  that  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  was  not  intend*^d  to  be 
mandatory  and  is  in  no  sen^^e  to  l>e  considered  as  an  order  to  vou,  but 
is  a  permit  or  leave,  if  you  desire  it,  not  otherwise,  for  special  service 
for  a  few^  w^eeks,  and  to  be  accepted  or  not  at  your  own  option.     If 
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you  do  not  desire  the  duty,  I  do  not  wish  you  to  accept  of  leave,  for 
m  no  position  can  you  render  the  country  so  great  service  as  in  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  in  these  times  it  becomes  everyone  to 
sacrifice  all  personal  considerations  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Captain  •Fohn  A.  Dahlgren, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


Rej)ort  of  Captain  Godon^  U,  S.  Navy.,  of  the  arrival  at  Port  Royal^ 
S.  C.<f  of  the  U.  S.  &.  Wmahick{/7i. 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  OvMer  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  at 
Port  Royal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  WiMahickon,  in  charge  of  her  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant  Casey. 

I  am,  sir,  v-ery  respectfully^  your  olx>dient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Captain^  Commandiny  South  Atlantic  Blockadiny  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecrretaryoftheNavy.,  Washinytf/n^  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  October  16,  1S62. 
Order  the  Ottawa  to  report  to  Adminil  Du  Pont  instead  of  Farnigut. 
Orders  will  be  sent  b}^  mail. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiml  Hiham  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Y<ird^  Neiv  Ytfrk. 


Report  of  Captain   Godon,  U.   S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.   S.  vessels 
ifemphis  and  Midnight. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  October  16,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  tiri'ival  at 
this  port  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Memphis  and  U,  b.  bark  Midnight. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  (todon, 
Captain^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blorkadlng  Squad7*07U 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seci'etary'of  tlt£  Navy,  Washington.,  I).  C. 
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Orfi^r  of  CovmuindiT  Stevdman^  IL  S*  JVfim/^  to  Livfitt-ft^iftt-Coin- 
iHiitufei'  PendergrasU  V.  S.  Na^iyy^  ctriwmmidmq  LK  S\  S,  Water 
WUcL 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Pao.  Jonx§, 
St  .Johns  E1m\  Octr^MT  IT,  1862. 
Sir:   Vou  will  propped  with  thr  TI'^/av  Wlfeh  utirier  your  eoTunmtnl  to 
Port  RcjyiiK  Milt!  oil  your  univjif  rc]iort  to  tlie  adininii  or  senior  naval 
otlifer  til  eonuiiaml, 

1  aiiu  ^u\  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edieiit  servant, 

C11ARLE8  Steedmax, 
(VnmNand^r  and  St/itor  Offirrr  prrs^iif, 

Luniteiiant-Conuoand»?r  Austin  PENDERtJRAST, 

U.  S.  S.    WiUtr  WHcL 


(hdrr  iif  Cmamandrr  Stfwlofon^  f\  S.  Nbvy^  to  Acttn/ji  Master  Crane^ 
LK  S,  Ntivy^  coimnandrng  U,  S>  /S.  Uftm^^  to  proceed  to  Fttmuu' 
dlna^  Fla.^  with  cmiPrahand^^  and  thrice  to  Port  Rtnjal^  aS.  (\ 

U»  S,  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
St  John-H  liiver,  Florida,  Octohtr  17,  IS62. 
81  r:  You  will  proceed  with  the  ^7?fv/^  under  yuiir  eominand  to  Fer- 
nandintu  takinjLT  with  you  a  number  of  contrahaiuls.  On  your  arrival 
you  will  please  report  to  the  senior  naval  otticer,  who  i^  reijue.stcKl  to 
coniUHinirate  with  the  commanding  otheer  at  tliat  post  with  reo-ard  to 
the  lajidint(  of  the  ctuitmbands. 

So  soon  as  you  have  hmded  the  cnntniband^  you  will  pro<;eed  with 
all  dispat^'h  to  Port  Royal  and  report  your  arri\  al  t^o  thi*  aduiiial  or 
senior  otlieer  in  eommand. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ClIARLEh   StKEDMAN, 

Pommandcr  itnd  Stuior  ((ffitfr  J'rtMrnt, 

Anting  Master  Cuane, 

CfnnmandrtHj  f\  S.  A,   ('uaiM. 


Oireuhr  arder  of  Captain  Grtco^  l.\  S.  Navy^  dtrrcthty  axft^  ofHiynah 

Ut  be  tmcd  vptm  discmfvry  oft^emch  atU-mpttng  to  nm  thr  hfM*kadr  a4 

mghi. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Of  f%trh.^tan,  (MuhvT  17,  ISGS. 

8in:  Hereafter  any  vessel  of  the  bhn'kading  force  i>tr  thin  port  tliK- 
rovH^inga  vessel  during  the  night  uttetuptinjr  lo  run  the  Idoekade  will 
tire  one  or  more  roekets  or  guns  a^  a  nignal  tliat  the  attempt  is  being 
madr%  and  immediately  after  burn  a  white  ligljt  (either  Coston  No.  2 
or  signal  liglit)  if  the  vessel  is  outward  boun<l,  or  red  (Co.ston)  No.  5 
if  the  vensel  is  inward  bnund,  tlie  lights  to  Ik?  rejwateil  aftm'  an  inter- 
^>f  ten  minutes  should  the  <'hase  be  continued. 

.ontimious  and  rapid  tiring  of  guns  will  1k»  understcK>d  as  a  signal 
that  assistatu'e  may  be  recjuired  bv  the  vessel  tiring  the  gnus,  an<l  the 
nearest  vessel  to  her  \vill  proeeecl  to  her  assistanee,  tiut  will  not  bB 
absent  from  her  stsition  for  a  longer  time  than  is  ab.^okitely  necessary. 
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Coston  answering,  followed  bv  Coston  prepAntDnr  signml,  will  indi- 
cate that  all  of  the  Teti^ek  employed  on  the  blockade  are  to  repair  to 
the  locality  where  the  signals  are  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  6reen« 
Captain  and  Senior  Oficer  off  Chari^estan, 

Standing  to  the  northward,  red. 
Standing  to  the  southward,  white. 
Enemies,  5,  7.  0. 
Boats  at  night.  No.  6,  Coston. 


Report  of  Captain   Green^  C  S.  Sary^  regarding  the  visitJ»  of  If,  B. 
Jf.  S.  Racer,  in  Charle»ttm  Ilariar. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Of  Charleston.  October  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  vou  that  H.  M.  S.  Racer.  Captain  Lyons, 
arrived  off  this  port  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
rejjuested  permission  to  proceed  mto  the  bar  in  order  to  communicate 
with  the  English  consul,  which  re<^uest  I  granted,  provided  he  would 
show  no  lights  nor  communicate  with  the  snore  during  the  night.  She 
remained  at  anchor  off  the  bar  near  the  entrance  to  the  Swash  Chan- 
nel until  the  19th  instant,  when  she  sailed  for  Hampton  Roads,  ha\nng 
had  communication  with  Charleston  twice  by  steamer  under  the 
English  flag  and  a  fla^  of  truce. 

ireceived  information  from  Captain  Lyons  that  General  Lamar  had 
recently  died  at  Charleston,  and  mat  yelfow  fever  prevailed  there  to  a 
great  extent,  but  that  not  many  deaths  had  occurrea:  also  that  a  salute 
fired  from  the  batteries  on  sliore  a  few  days  since  was  on  account  of 
General  Bra^g  having  gained  a  great  victory  over  General  Bueli. 

In  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  Racer  off  this  port  1  would  state 
that  several  officers  who  have  been  employed  a  long  time  on  this 
blockade  remarked  to  me  on  her  arri^'al  that  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
blockade  was  generally  made  immediately  after  her  oeparture.  The 
recent  attempt  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  day  of  her  sailing,  and 
Commander  Strong  informs  me  that  he  took  the  bearing  of  the  Racer 
at  dark,  and  at  alx)ut  8  p.  ni,  saw  three  bright  white  lights  in  her 
direction. 

I  would  propose  that  she  be  followed  a  reasonable  distance  on  her 
departure  should  she  visit  this  port  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Capt4iin  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Comd(/.  South  At/antic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal^  S.  C 
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Halifax,  N.  [S,],  Octoh^SO,  1S62, 

(Received  9:45  p.  m,) 
British  rctow  sti?amer  Stanley,  356  tons,  arrived  here  to-day  from 
Charleston,  imrportintir  to  he  from  Nassuu,  New  Provideoce;  t>50  hales 
cottou,  l>ound  LiverpooL 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

U.  S.  Camid, 
Hou.  Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Namj  to  eonimaridunt  natral  station^ 
Baltim^re^  Md.^  to  mfid  three  mortar  schomwrs  t^  Port  Eoyal^  S.  C* 

Navy  Department,  Ocfohrr  20^  1SG2. 
Sm:  Send  three  of  the  mortar  schooners  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C,  with 
ordera  to  report  to  Rear-Adniir!il  Do  Pout,     To  avoid  diHieulty  in 
their  accounts,  let  the  three  be  under  one  j>ayma;!*ter,  who  will  go  out 
witb  the  10. 

1  am,  respectfidly,  y*mr  ol>edient  .servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Nrnty. 
Commodore  T.  A,  Domnin, 

Vommmtdimj  Naind  Statum^  BaUinuyre^  Md> 


Report  of  lif'ffr- Admiral  IJ*f   Poni^    V.    S>   Nfivy^  of  the  hreQ4^h  of 

hloehtde  of  i  'harlmtirn^  S.    C,   hy  the  Confederate  ntemner  Minho^ 

October  m,  Ism. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  IlitHmr.  S.  C\,  Octijfier  28,  1 86^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  iHth  iuHtant,  lH?tween  the  hours  of  2  and  3  tiVloek,  a  .steamer 
succeeded  in  running  the  hloekade  oti'  Cliarleston.  She  passed  to  the 
northward  of  the  Hatth^suake  Shoal,  and  was  tirst  discovered  hy  the 
schooner  Bltrnt^  who  made  tlie  usual  signal  and  tired  at  her,  hut  could 
not  pursuo  as  there  wa.s  no  wind.  The  pimfJhfnf  was  on  the  alert,  and 
soon  after  discovering  th<*  steamer  Lieutenant'Co!umander  Upshur 
slipjX'd  his  I'hain  and  eommeiiced  tiring,  lait  though  he  discharged 
nine  shell  at  her,  did  not  succeed  in  arresting  her  progress.  He  pur- 
sued her  until  his  own  vessel  was  under  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries. 
In  the  nKuiiing  it  wa,s  dis«'overed  that  thr*  steanu'r  had  run  aground 
close  to  Fort  Moultrie  and  was  apparently  bilged. 

By  theCharlesttni  papers,  since  received,  it  ai>peai*s  that  this  steamer 
vvas  the  }fhtho^  that  she  will  perhaps  become  a  wreck,  a,s  there  is  nuich 
w^ater  in  the  hold,  and  part  of  the  cargo  tloating  at»out  in  the  vessel. 
So  nuieh  of  the  t  argo,  it  is  stated,  as  may  bo  destroyed  by  water  will 
\m  nearly  a  total  loss, 

I  regret  theesca|)e  of  this  vessel,  but  under  the  i*irenmstances,  owing 
to  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  haziness  of  the  atmosphere,  ren- 
dering it  dillicult  to  discover  a  vessel  only  a  short  distance  oiF,  1  can 
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attiieh  no  l>lanic  to  the  offi(M»i*s  on  the  blockade.     I  enelaso  Lieutenant- 
Comma  nder  Upshur's  n^^xjit. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  ob«»dient  seiTant, 

S.  F.  Du  PoxT, 
Rtar-Adnilrdh  Onndq,  South  Atlantic  Bhjekarliug  Squmlrtm, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

jStcntart/  of  the  Ji^fi  ry^   Wthnh  hi gtnn . 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Fl^MBEAU, 

Of  CharU^toiu  >'.  T.,  OetfAi' 20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  2: 40  this  morning,  while  at  our  anchor- 
age inside  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  I  discovered  that  the  schooner  Blunt 
was  tiring  guns  and  had  already  discharged  a  roi*ket,  apparently  toward 
Sullivan's  Island. 

We  innnediately  heat  to  quarters,  hut  for  at  least  ten  minutes  noth- 
ing suspicious  could  l>e  observed.  Finally,  at  2:52  a.  m.,  discovered  a 
stiiinge  vessel  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  stealthily  gliding  under 
shadow  of  the  land.  We  immediately  slipix>d  our  chain,  got  underway, 
and  backed  our  engine  until  we  found  oui'selves  in  16^  feet  of  water. 
We  then  fired  at  the  approaching  vessel  from  our  after  gun  twice  in 
succession.  Finding  that  the  strange  object  was  still  moving  onward, 
we  wore  ship  and  brought  our  forward  and  midshij)guns  to  bear.  We 
then  tired  re|)eatedly  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  tive  additional  shell 
from  our  30-iK)unders  and  howitzer,  at  the  same  time  giving  chase  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  within  a  very  short  distance  of  Breach  Inlet 
batteries.  By  this  time  the  stranger  had  reached  a  iK>int  under  cover 
of  the  siiid  batteries  and  apj^eared  for  a  few  moments  to  have  grounded 
there.  We  then  gJive  her  three  moiv  shell  from  our  8()-pounders,  but 
immediately  afterwards  discovered  that  the  strange  steamer  wjis  again 
underway  and  rapidly  eluding  us.  It  was  now  imjx)ssible  to  chase  any 
farther,  as  we  wore  already  close  under  the  shore.  At  this  moment 
heard  rej)ort  of  a  gun  from  the  harl)or,  and  judging  that  the  stranger 
had  reached  a  i>oint  of  safety,  we  dropi>ed  our  remaining  anchor  unaer 
foot  and  waited  until  daylight,  when,  iK>rceiving  that  we  were  within 
easy  range  of  the  batteries,  we  steamed  out  a  short  distance.  By  this 
time  we  were  enabled  to  notice  that  the  chase  was  lying  close  to  Fort 
Moultrie  and  appirently  in  an  injured  condition,  whether  from  our 
shot  or  from  having  run  on  the  piles  there  implanted,  we  know  not. 
Unable  to  act  further  in  the  matter,  we  then  weighed  anchor  and 
steamed  in  search  of  the  one  which  had  l)een  slipped. 
1  am.  v(»ry  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

J.  II.  Ul^HUR, 

Llt'utenant'  Com  mander. 
Captiiiii  »F.  F.  (iREEX, 

(omtmi/nlJ/Hj  r.  S,  Stalin  Sh>f)p  Canandaiijuu, 


Report  of  (\ip1(ih)  (irtriK  l\  S.  Xavy.  of  th  hreach  ofhli*ckad^  hy  the 
.steatiter  Mlnho,  Octnhtr  2(K  1S62, 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaiola, 
Of  Charhsfo)u  Octoher^S,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  steamer  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade  and  reaching  the  anchorage  otf  Fort  Moultrie  between  2  and 
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3  o'cUn'k  in  tho  nioniint*-  of  tlu>  2<>th  inshiiit  Sho  piisnrrt  in  t<)  the 
northwurduf  KiittlosiiakL' Sbual  within  sit^'btuf  liic  i>chuonei'  ijamje  W, 
/?////^/;  stationed  oiF  the  extremity  of  the  shoal  exteTidingfrom  Dewce^ 
Inlet,  and  the  Fhtmhafn^  ntiitioned  in  the  neigh ))orhood  of  the  western 
Rattlesnake  huf>y.  The  former  vesi!Jiel  dit^covered  her  first,  made  the 
iiMual  signals,  and  fired  at  her  so  long  as  she  was  in  slight,  hut  could  not 
pursue  her  in  eonsecjuenee  of  there  being  no  wind.  The  hitter  vrssel, 
on  discoven»;*r  her,  tired  repeatedly  at  and  pursued  her,  l>ut  failed  to 
arrest  her  progress  towai'd  t!ie  harbor. 

At  daylight  the  strange  steamer  was  discovered  about  three-* juarters 
of  a  mile  distant  fmm  Fort  Moultrie,  flying  English  and  Confederate 
colors,  and  at  8  oVloek  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  aground. 
Whether  she  had  been  rur^  aground  accidentally  <u*  in  consetjuenec  of 
damage  received  from  shot  can  not  be  ascertained.  Steamers  from  the 
city  inmiediatcly  proceeded  to  her  assistance,  Ijut  she  still  remained 
aground,  apparently  bilged  and  a  complete  wreck, 

1  enclt)se  herewith  Lieutenant-Conmiander  Upshur's  and  Arting 
Mastjcr  Beers'*  reports  of  their  proceedings  in  enaeavoring  to  capture 
her. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  thi«  vessel  should  have  succeeded  in  pass- 
ing the  blockadi".  On  reviewing  all  the  circumstances  attending  it, 
particularly  the  haziness  of  the  atmosphci-e  at  tlie  time,  rend<*ring  It 
diflicult  to  (Mscover  a  vessel  only  a  short  distance,  the  uncertainty  at 
night  of  tlie  time  and  direction  of  the  approach  of  a  vessel  attA^impting 
to  run  the  hloekade,  i^omhined  with  the  perplexities  of  navigation  in 
shallow  waters,  I  think  the  efff)rt8  made  to  mtercept  and  capture  her 
were  creditable,  although  not  successful*  I  am  of  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  Fhttnheauii  head  liad  been  toward  Fort  ^it)yltrie,  and 
inclined  tf>ward  the  nniinland  instead  of  seaward  at  the  time  of  her 
discfU'ery  of  the  steamer,  which  passed  inside  of  her,  the  |>robahilitics 
of  capturing  or  heading  her  tdT  woidd  have  })eetj  greater, 

1  beg  leave  to  repeat  the  suggestion  made  t*^  you  verbally  on  your 
recent  visit  i>tl'  this  port,  that  the  blockadin^^  force  would  he  much  more 
effective  by  the  aduition  of  twxi  or  more  light-draft  steamers  and  the 
employment  of  two  fast  and  economical  steamers  in  eruising  t^tf  the 
UiJi'therrt  and  southern  aiiproachcs  to  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scr%^nt, 

J.   F.  GUEEN, 

VapUiln  and  Scnim'  Officer  off  Chartrnton^  S,  £7. 
Hear-Aibniral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 


Order  of  Commander   Woodhully    U,   S.   Nanu^  to  the  muHUr  of  ffu 
steamer  Governor  Milton  to  proceed  to  Ossaoaw  hlund^  Geor(p<f^ 

U.  S.  S,  Cn^URRON, 

St,  Jolm'H  liipf-r,  H4n*!dit,  OetolH'r  21.  186^. 
8iu;  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Ossabaw  Island,  and  on 
arrival  there  re|x»rt  to  senior  otticer  present.     You  will  tow  two  of 
the  largest  scows  lying  at  Muyport  Mills  to  the  same  destirnUion,  as 

*  Nut  fr»iunL 
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they   art^  very  juuch    i^uirecl,  and  every  effort  must  be  made  to 
accoui})l]!<h  it, 

I  will  furnish  30U  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer  with  a  sufiicient 
amount  of  amtnunition.  It  is  veiT  exLsy  to  learn  its  use  and  how  to 
fire  it.     1  think  it  will  be  quite  srumcienl  for  your  defense  en  route. 

Please,  on  your  arrival  at  the  point  directed  above,  transfer  the 
said  g^un  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  or  a^  he  may  further  direct. 
I  wiyn  vou  a  safe  and  .sj>eedy  passage. 

I  am,  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.   WOODHULL, 
Commander^  U,  S,  Ifwm^. 
Captfun  Lathk4»p, 

Coinrnmiding  Steamer  Govemar  MUtotu 


teport  of  Coinmnndet  Woodhull^  U.  S.  Xnvy^  ciynimandtng  U,  S.  S* 
Cimarron^  of  the  destructum  of  ^alt  ^oorks  at  Cedar  Pointy  fl^<^ 
and  ret/ardintj  gctwral  affairs  in  St.  JohtC»  Miver, 

U*  S,  S*  Cimarron, 
St.  Joh7i-s  River,  Florid^r,  October  21,  1S62. 
Sir;  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  had  the  prize 

steamer  Governor  Jfiiton  armed  with  two  i34-i>ounder  howitzers,  and 
up  to  this  time  she  has  proved  very  useful- 

Yesterdiiy  I  littrd  out  an  expedlition  composed  of  fiO  men,  and  all 
the  marines  of  this  vessel^  which  proceeded  on  boiird  the  Mf'lton,  ia 
chart^e  of  LicHitena!it-CV>mmander  Bushrod  Taylor,  to  Cedar  Point, 
the  puipose  of  which  was  to  destroy  the  salt  worki=;  in  that  locality. 
1  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  the  entire  success  of  the  undertaking. 
The  worlcs  were  found  to  be  of  larger  proportions  than  ^eneralfv 
believed.  Everything  was  totally  destroyed,  consisting  of  six  cast- 
iron  (8  feet  in  diameter)  lx>iling  pans  and  a  large  17-foot  tubular  Ix^iler, 
with  furnaces,  all  complete. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Paul  Jtmes  I  have  kept  the  Hale  and  the 
MUff^n  constantly  cruising  fjetween  this  anchonige  and  the  point  above 
Yellow  Bluff;  so  far  everything  appeared  to  be  (piiet 

The  coal  vessci  liaa  been  discharged,  ballasted,  and  will  proceed  to 
sea  this  morning.  Her  bill  of  lading  calls  for  225  tons  of  coal,  but  all 
we  can  accoufit  for  having  received  from  her  is  something  less  than 
200  tons,  viz,  80  tons  to  ftio  Paid  Jonea^  81  to  this  vessel,  and  33  or  34 
to  the  Ifah\  I  do  not  think  the  difference  is  chargeable  to  the  captain 
of  the  schooner,  but  very  much  floiibt  if  the  full  ([uantity  named  w^as 
put  on  board  at  the  shipping  |K>rt.  I  have  endorsed  on  the  bill  of 
lading  the  amount  really  received. 

The  N^^dtan'  arrived  this  morning,  and  part  of  my  crew^  are  being 
employea  loading  her  with  Itmi be r  and  a  number  of  valuable  articles 
found  at  the  MtiyjMU't  Mills,     1  hope  to  get  her  off  by  to-morrow. 

I  really  think  if  it  is  desirable  to  hold  this  river  throughout  its 
whole  extent,  we  should  have  more  ftirce*  This  vessel  and  the  Ifai^ 
are  not  sufficient  fur  the  purpose.  The  Milton  can  not  be  much  relied 
ui>on,  and  I  fear  to  trust  hc^r  beyond  signal  distance. 

I  shall  use  all  the  vigilance  in  my  power  and  do  all  I  can  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  giving  us  further  trouble;  more  than  that  I  do  not 
think  the  force  I  have  can  accomplish. 
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1  urn  happy  U>  rcpoil  the  ffcneral  good  heulth  of  all  the  officers  and 
,1*11  einplny^'d  in  the  lilorkade  of  thi.s  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  WOODHULL, 

Chnitnatider^  U.  S.  JViivt^* 
Captain  S.  W,  Goi>on%  U.  S.  Navy, 

(Jomdij.  Stmth  Atliintic  Bl^/eka^tntj  Sfj^idnm^  Part  lioyal^  S>  C* 


^  Cooperative  expedifum^  for  the  dmtructkm  of  railroad  bridges  near 


'       Letter  from  Major -General  Mitchel,  U.  S.  Arm^r^  to  Gftptain  Qodoiit  ^*  B.  If&Ty,  invilmg 
^B  cooperation. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Jllltim  I  Lad,  Port  Royal  ^  S.  C,  October  15,  1862. 

Commodore:  1  am  preparing  for  an  expedition  having  for  ib^  object 
the  cirttitig  of  the  Savannah  and  ('harleston  liailroad.  Owing  to  the 
tenipuniry  lo8s  of  the  ihsmopfjlttai}  and  the  disabled  condition  of  one 
of  our  tugboats  I  find  we  are  likely  to  be  .short  c^f  tmnsportiition. 

May  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  best  interests  of  the  naval  service 
will  permit  you  to  unite  with  iis  in  this  expedition  by  .standing  such 
gunboats  as  you  may  be  able  to  spare  fn»in  your  blockading  tleet  and 
such  other  means  of  ti'an.sportation  as  you  can  t'urnish. 

II  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  C4ill  uiwn  you  to-morrow  forenoon, 
when  we  will  have  an  oppurtunity  of  consulting  with  reference  to  this 
expedition  and  the  one  projected  hv  yourself  to  the  Ogeechee  River, 
Very  rcspectfuily,  your  obeciient  servant, 
\  ^  ().  M.  Mitchel, 

Mftjm*' General ^  (hmiiianding. 
Commodore  S.  W.  (tOdon. 
Vommfmdhitf  Satit/i  Athintie  Bhtekadlmj  Squadnm. 
1 


Seport  of  Eear-Admiral  Bu  Pont,  17.  S.  Kavy,  tranBmitting  report!  detaUing:  the  move- 
ments of  the  naval  forces. 


I 


FLAiistiip  Warash, 
Port  Royal,  JIarfjor,  S,  (\,  Nnvrmhr  U  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  rept:>rti>f  ConnuandcT'  L\  Steed- 
raan,  of  the  Pftid  Jontyt^  detailing  the  niovemeuty  of  the  gunhoat^s 
placed  under  his  charge  in  an  exjx^dition  undertaken  to  destroy  the 
railroad  bridges  near  rocotaligo. 

This  expedition  was  organized  and  partially  carried  out  during  my 
absence,  though  I  was  at  Port  Royal  w^ben  the  gunboats  and  troops 
returtied* 

As  the  Department  will  perceive  by  the  rep(jrtof  Commander  Steed - 
man,  a,s  well  as  that  of  Lieutenant  Lloyd  Phoenix,  of  the  Wahash,  our 
nu*n  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry. 

The  only  casualties  were  to  the  men  of  this  8hip^  3  of  whom  w^ere 

^     *For  report  of  army  oiK^mtions  see  Official  Reconls  of  the  Uoion  and  C>>nfe*ierate 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion »  Heries  I,  Volome  XIV,  pp.  144-18®. 
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wounded,  l.  C>sc*ur  Farenholt,  seriously,  and  :i,  David  Morrow  and 
Jolui  Bernaiii,  slitrhtly.  Enclosed  is  the  n^i)«>rt  of  Fleet  Sarg<v>n 
Clynier. 

Verv  iv>jM*ctfuUv,  vour  ol>edient  M»rv:iiit, 

>.  F.  in:  PoxT, 

A*'  •'/•-- 1 ' /'i  ■  /*/•» ' \  (  "' nifhj,   S* ftlth  ^  I  fh r p,  f  /<.•  /?// m-hvUntJ  Sq^tadt^ffk . 

Hon.  (tii>k«»n  Wkllkj*. 


2«por:  of  CoTiMiiHiT  tfHmm   U.  8.  Havy.  comwi«BdiBy  U,  S.  8.  P^nal  Jwmam. 

U.  ^.  Gi'Mk;>AT  Palx  Joxes, 
B'rf  B>i^f/.  S.  i\.  tXU^t  27.  1S€2. 
Sik:  I  h:ivi»  the  hiMu»r  ti»  -^uhniit  the  f«»lK»wing'  report: 
0\\  T.:.— Liv.  i>.ti.»^»cr  I'l,  Captain  (.ttnion.  the  ^nior  officer  com- 
nidndin-,'  in  y^uir  u^-^/m-e,  placeii  me  in  (^»mniand  of  the  gunboats 
which  were  ti»  acc»»ni|)ttnv  and  ••rM^ix^niie  with  General  Bniniian*8 
forces.  The  aciinnijunying-  jTajK^r.  a  ^'i-^>y  of  which  wa>  furnished 
e:ieh  '.iJimiianiifr  «»f  ifiinJ»i.«at>  and  tran>j>»rta>.  ffive>  the  name:^  of  %-es- 
m:!-.  the  num^»-r  "'f  trtn^is  each  was  to  ttirry.  the  order  in  which  to 
move,  and  the  iin-ction-  to  i>revent  any  accidentir  if  pi.fessible:  the 
iXkninand-;*^  -^f  the  ffiinhi.»cit>  wer\»  al>*.*  a.'^iembUvi  on  ••xird  the  Ver 
,,v'  :  :»y  Ciiptiiln  G^xtm  aial  the  Droposed  iMovoment  iialy  explained. 
At  >u :!-•-:.  'iv  >i*rnai  fn>ni  the  Hr;.. ».'«.',  I  giH  underway  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  ni«iuth  of  Brv<id  Riven  where  1  came  to  anchor,  the 
other  ve^^>  f«»lio-.vir;jr  and  taking^  their  stations  in  ::r.e.  After  anchor- 
ing General  Braniian  called  on  >iard  for  the  purix>iv  ■•i  o.msultation. 
and  at  hi-  r*nji>-i  tLe  three  launches  of  the  »•'•♦*•,  ar^d  one  frvnithis 
ves-<M  were  •ii>j>atche'l  up  the  river  in  t.'W  ,•:  a  s:i:al;  tu^r  carrying 
1«»»  men  of  Gerieral  Terry '>  coomianvi  for  ir.e  :n;rjvt?<-  of  >urnrising 
the  piokvt  piari-  •:  the  enemy  :it  M.i  kay'-  P  ::::  and  Cuthhert's 
Lar.  iirjiT.  The  <ri'.'r- were  thai  the  tu;^'  -h-.u.i  prvv>vi  up  within  2 
ni:%<  of  th--«-  {•■■:.t--  when  the  tr*;>-  ^^v>:  ;■•  -  raker,  or.  >>ard  the 
laui.oh*-*  iv'.  i  -»'n: ::.:>.  up  •::tii;i:oii-:y  :.'':?v\:  th-  y\\vi  :■..  view.  I 
w:':  h*  :^- ::.f  mi  y-.i  ;hii  •tuiiiij  t*«  ir.e  .jr" -^"Ar.  -  :  :tiv  >*ntra'^and 
jTiJ-V-  '-^h-  a.>^ -n-panie^i  ibe  Tr-'.?^-/*  '.s::r:h->  :h-  mrty  failed  in 
th- :r  ••;--:  -f  cji-turing'  the  pi.kei  ^.isri  s:  M;,:kiy'-  P'«:at:  the 
l^iTiy  ■:.  the  /'  •  '  •/  ••'-  iaurn-h.  in  chjiri^  of  A.iv.i:  M.-.-:.  r  t>niK^nd, 
*•  ^.'i:  :\  -TV-  fvniLi'^ie  :-  having  a  ir»i  i."-::  io,  \^:a>  >->^>:-:i*>ri::  ;n  every 

A:  li::-  i.  :r..  of  the  ±ri  the  sigral  for  iM:::^  -'ivr^^y  was 
::„.:-..-■:  /.wi-.j^  thirty  m:riUir->  f.-r  the  re?4i  >f  t>:  » o>^i>  to  get 
r--. "";  .  :h--  v -—  .  -  •  ljh»-i  sr  i  -:.*>i  up  the  riv-. :,  f  '.,  wir-g  a  lug  Jn 

•  :..:l:v  :  L>ute!ii  .t  i'r--t.'r..  -srbo  was  *?<\  kind  >>  :••  sb-.>w  the  way 
a*  v7  th-  f.iit-.  T  th>  "E-.^r  I  ani  much  inieSttec  for  the  valuaWe 
:".— >!:-.!  -  '..  itt  r.'-t  r„v  in  >iar 
^"■'  ■  .  "«!t;.  •  T-  '..•-ri.  Srjinnan 
:  V  -*  w"  ^;.  th-  r*v-  T  aVKJr-g  "'•ui  >:x  Tevo:uTiv^n>  .  1  irrivco  and 
s-    h  >-:•."•  i»     -  Mil  kiv- Pint  ai  4:  "  •  Su  in..  iA^vr.j^r.ksi  only 

•  7  t:.-  2,  2'  y  '■ '.  I  r^-^'r- 1  t  •  say  thai  at  iayltirhl  r^  *i  a  vi>5?iel  of 
:h-  •  viK'.ilt:  n  ":.-  in  ri^-^ht,  n;  r  1: :  th.v  TTttke  their  a;>iv«7a:KV  until 
^•n.-  ::uiv  aLtt-r  s-nrl-^if  tne  ca.-r-j  •:■:  tiiLs  .-an  Se  expa:r>od  hy  their 
Tv-->-  '.'-,-■  -wrtrani-  r^-  I  bkvr  -in-*  ]^^TT>^i  frv^c:  0>ir.r.'aiT>>r-r  Wer- 
ivn.  . :  niTT  '.  * :  •.,  intz.  tiir  -I^ta-  f^r  grttir^  uaicr^^y  '•nc  doc 
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seen  hv  him,  and  when  he  moved,  owing  to  his  having  no  copy  of 
the  ortffi*  of  sailing  and  directions  for  passing  the  lighti*,  his  vcissel 
grounded  by  pa,s.sing  on  the  wrong  side  of  one  of  theou  The  Cone- 
mitiHjh^  the  third  vessel  in  line,  in  not  getting  underway,  und  then 
ground  mg,  I  lun  satis  Bed  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  dis^irrange- 
ment  and  delay  of  tho  other  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  JiSr- 
hlekt-ifd  and  Mttftr  Witc/t,  which  ran  afonl  of  each  other,  got  out  of 
line,  and  did  not  leave  the  anchorage  until  daylight.  UjKin  anehor* 
ing,  the  disemharkation  of  troops  was  at  once  commenced  from  the 
Ben  Dr:  Fnrd  and  continued  from  the  other  vessels  as  they  came  up. 
I  must  here  say  that  the  conmainders  of  the  gunhoatss  deserve  pmise 
for  their  activity  and  energy  in  assisting  the  disembarkation.  By 
10  o'clock  a,  ni.  the  whole  force  \va8  landed  and  moved  on  to  meet  the 
enemy.  At  the  request  of  General  Bran  nan  the  P/*<ym  was  ordered  to 
proceed  up  the  Pocotaligo  and  the  l\tirf^*n  and  Vkcen  up  the  Coosaw* 
oatehic  rive  is,  the  latter  vessels  to  cover  the  km  ding  uf  Cblonel 
Bar  ton '8  command  on  l)oard  the  Planttr,  These  vessels  rendered  effi- 
cient seiTice,  and  1  take  much  pleasure  in  conuiiending  the  conduct  of 
their  officers  and  crews.  The  three  howitzers  of  the  Wahmh^  in 
charge  of  Lieuteinmt  Phoenix  and  Ensigns  Wallace,  Pears43u,  and 
Adams,  hy  request  of  Getjeral  Braunan,  were  landed  and  placed  under 
his  orders.  The  good  services  rendered  hy  these  guns  imd  the  gallantry 
and  skill  of  the  officers  and  men  in  handling  them  are,  as  I  am  m formed 
by  the  genend,  beyond  praise.  From  this  time  until  sunset  nothing 
occurred  worth v  of  note  within  my  o!»servation.  At  about  5  o'clock 
p,  m.  I  received  a  message  from  the  gfenera!  announcing  his  intention 
of  falling  back,  and  requesting  me  to  keep  a  good  lookout  in  case  the 
enemy  should  attempt  to  harass  his  rear.  1  made  arrangements  accord- 
ingly. Having  received  a  message  from  Captain  Coryell,  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  r<M|uestmg  the  services  of  our  surgeoni?,  I 
directed  all  of  them  to  proceed  on  shore  at  once  and  rcjiort  to  the 
medical  director,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  they  rendered  very  valuairle  aid  in  attending  to  the  wounded* 

Tht*  next  dav  (i^3d  instant)  the  troops  were  eudiarked,  and  a8  each 
vessel  received  it^s  fiuota  on  Imard  pro<*eeded  down  the  river  to  Hilton 
Head,  this  vessel,  tne  M^irhhlattd^  and  the  Vixen  remaining  to  cover 
and  briiig  up  the  rear.  By  sunset  the  whole  force  was  reemlmrked, 
and  \\y  10  o\dr>ck  p.  m,  the  la^t  of  them  arrived  off  Hilton  Head. 

To  Ensign  Juhnson,  who  accompanied  me  as  aid  and  signal  officer, 
1  am  nnich  indebted.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  anything  in  praise  of  the 
general  in  ciaumand  of  the  expedition,  except  that  1  shall  always 
esteem  myself  fortunate  in  havmg  served  on  tw^o  sejmrate  occasions 
with  that  gallant,  able,  and  courteous  gentleman. 

It  will  atford  you  gratidaition  to  leani  that  the  utmost  cordiality 
existed  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service.  In  conclusion,  1  must 
express  my  high  appreciatiou  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  on  lioard  of  this  vessel. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  Lieutenant  Phoenix's  report, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

ClIARLES  StEEDMAN, 

Cfjmmantlei\  £71  S>  Na/i}y» 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Antininfiiiinff  South  Atlantic  Si/uadran, 
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[Eneliieure.] 

No.  ill 
lino. 

Nwsiea!  vcweK 

No.  of 

Vteglment. 

NameofpHot 

Kame  of  atgnal  olfioer. 

1 

Pau]Jon€i«i ,. 

WabMh'8  launch- 

Wm.  Jenkins  .*...... 

lieut  [F.  E,]  Tawfi 
lieui.  [G.  nj  HilK 

2 

Ben  Dc  Ford 

Oonemaugli 

WInahlckoQ 

Boston 

900 
860 
2fS0 

mo 

50 

SO 
300 

aoo 

280 

70 

800 
ISIO 
280 

300 

3 

Smm'l  Hugiienin  .,.. 

4 

5 

Captain  CtowuU 

Evan   Brown  (Coo- 
aawhatchie). 

LleuL  [C.  PJ  CroM. 

6 

I'lilroo'D  *......... 

Uncsfl ,.», 

8 

Diirlliiictoii  ...... 

Kelief*.... 

9 

Neptune  Hu^enin . . 
Isaac -. 

10 

Mttrbleheiid 

Vixen 

tillery, 

do 

Lieut.  [T.  I*]  UaUleld. 

11 

George  Mackie  (Po- 

ootallgo). 

12 

Flom 

WftUirWilch 

toti. 
Planter 

76th  Pennaylvantft 
do 

13 

Maurice  Scott.. 

lient,  [J.  R.]  Findley. 

14 

la 

Lieut.  EW.  HO  Hamner. 

•  Anrtsohooner. 
Mem&rftnda. 

1st  Three,  red  li^lit**  displayed  at  the  iiiii^tbead  of  the  Paul  Jimm\ 
will  be  the  signal  to  get  unaerway. 

2d.   Entering  Broad  River,  vessels  will  pas:^  oo = —  htiiid  of  the 

fir^t  red  light  (on  Ktirfitik)^  on  the  port  hand  of  .second  red  light  (in 
small  boaty,  and  on  the  .starboard  hand  of  third  red  light  (on  sehooiier 
Ameru'tf). 

3d.  NoiimstheAd  light**  will  lie  carried;  all  other  lights  uiiiKt  l»e  eare- 
fiilly  concealed. 

4th.   Eiwh  vessel  will  follow  carefully  in  the  wake  of  its  immediate 
leader  and  keep  as  close  to  him  aii  praeticable. 

5tb.    Ben  Ih  Ford  tow.s  flat  No.  1,  with  holies  and  artillery. 

6th.  Boskm  tows  flat  No,  2,  with  horrfes  and  artillerv. 


Boport  of  Xientanaul  Fhoanix,  U,  B.  Kayj,  Tl,  S,  B.  Wabaih. 

U.  S.  S,   WARA8H, 

Port  Rmjah  S.  (\,  Ocfoher  2.!^,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  12-rx>iuvder  l>oat  howitzers 
from  the  Wahush^  under  my  charge,  were  landeaon  the  morning  of  the 
22d  at  Mackay'.s  Point.  Tlie  howitzers,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  were  respectively 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Ensigns  Wallace,  Adams,  atid  Pear- 
son.    Assistant  Surgeon  MeShorry  accompanied  the  expedition. 

The  men  had  been  pulling  in  the  b€>at  since  1  oVIock  the  previous 
night,  and  were  }>y  no  means  fre^h  on  the  morning  of  the  landing; 
nevertheless,  they  cheerfully  took  their  places  at  the  drag  ropes  and 
kept  up  their  zeal  and  spirit  throughout  the  exi>edition.  After  a  man^h 
of  about  5  miles,  over  part  of  which  we  wei'e  ably  assisted  at  the  drag 
i*opes  by  a  detachment  from  the  Third  lihode  Island  Artillery,  the 
infantry  met  the  enemy  in  the  woods,  while  their  artillery  opened  on 
us  over  the  trees*  The  howitzers  were  immediately  thrown  into  bat- 
tery and  cr)nunenced  a  rapid  discharge  of  shrapnel  and  shells.  The 
enemy  having  fallen  back,  we  advanced  with  tlie  troops,  although  a 
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fow  roil  lids  of  rtiMister  \v«m'»^  sill  thr-  iLiimiiinitJon  Ivi'i  to  us.  On  arriv- 
iiitjf  at  thi^  |H>.sition  frinii  wliN-li  Hie  erH'iiiy^s  hattf*rie,s  opoiied  tiiT,  we 
found  piirt  of  u  re  hoi  tmsson  tilled  with  l:i-iK)inidi'r  hIicH.  After 
iilliTig  our  aiimmnitioii  boxes  with  these  we  proceeded  oti  us  fast  m 
possible  to  the  front,  where  our  foives  were  already  eiigiif^ecL  Ou  the 
rojid  one  piere  was  detaehed  and  ordered  to  the  left,  which  was  then 
seritmsSy  thrc^jiteiuHh  The  other  two  came  into  action  with  the  center 
and  eornrnenc(*d  firing*  with  shells.  Tbis  wa-s  continued  until  all  our 
.shells  were  expended  except  two  for  each  g'un,  wiien  the  order  eaine 
to  cease  tirinj:^  and  reserve  our  remain in|^^  anuiiunition  in  case  the  enemy 
ad\  an(*ed.  I'he  gtiiLS  were  ai-cordinyly  loaded  with  canister  and  planted 
in  the  road.  Our  posititnj  waM  shifted  to  the  rear  from  time  to  time, 
as  our  forces  w^ere  ordt*red  to  fall  to  the  rear.  A  shell  was  ocwLsion- 
ally  thrown  into  the  enemy's  position  a-s  we  moved  to  the  rear,  but  as 
they  did  not  pursue  this  was  soon  rendered  unnecessary.  When  the 
order  to  retreat  came  the  bow  itzers  were  secured  and  juoved  with  the 
rear  of  the  army.  The  retreat  was  commenced  a  little  after  simset, 
and  after  a  Itnig,  weary  iTiarch  of  o\'er  four  houi-s  we  arrived  at  the 
landing,  from  w-bieh  the  lM>ats  took  us  to  the  /*ftul  Jont.s.  The  morn- 
ing of  the  2M  was  occupied  by  transporting  troops  in  our  Iw^ats  from 
the  landing  to  thi*  transports.  In  the  afternoon  the  launt^h  and  first 
cutter  were  ordered  up  tLe  Pocotaligo  River  to  shell  any  of  the  enemy \s 
pickets  that  might  snow  themselves.  A  party  of  these  were  s^^en 
sk>wly  advancing  toward  the  ferry,  but  were  soon  dispersed  w^ith  a 
few  shell.  After  remaining  here  until  all  the  troops  were  on  board 
the  t 111 n spurts  we  rt4iirnetl  to  the  IVnti  Jt^Nts  and  from  thence  to  the 
WhIhixIk  I  regret  to  say  that  David  Morrow  (swiman)  was  wounded 
in  the  lu't^ast,  Oscar  Farenholt  (ordinary  seaman)  seriously  in  the  anu, 
and  ^iAn\  Benuird  (ordinary  seaman)  slightly  injured  l>y  the  recoil  of 
u  gun.  The  otticers  and  men  belaived  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  |>ei'- 
forniing  every  service  with  the  alacrity  <d'  sailors,  and  bearing  all  the 
hardsliips  of  the  march  with  the  utmost  perseverance  and  fortitude.  I 
aJii  runt  h  indebtiHl  to  Captain  Comstoek  s  company  of  the  Third  Rhode 
island  Artillery  Un*  the  assistuuee  rendered  in  dragging  the  pieces. 
Very  respectfully. 

Lloyd  Phoenix, 

LieutenanL 
Conmmnder  CiiAiiLES  8TEEr>MAN, 

Co^mmaiiding  Paul  Jmies. 


Eei^ort  of  Fleirt  flurgeoa  Clpnor.  17 .  B.  Hairy,  reg-arding  caanaltiet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Sin:  I  respectfully  re|x»rt  the  following  aa  the  extent  of  the  casual- 
ties  to  the  detiiehment  sent  from  this  ship  to  cooperate  with  the  army 
in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  :i'id  instant,  viz,  two  gun- 
shot %voundsj  of  which  one  is  serious  and  one  contusion  as  follows: 

Oscar  Farenholt  (oi'dinarv  seaman),  badly  wounded  in  the  left  fore- 
arm, the  ball  being  dee[>ly  lodged. 

David  Morrow  (seaman),  wounded  on  the  front  of  the  chest;  the  ball 
traversed  5  inches  Ijeneath  the  skin  and  |Tassed  out  without  penetrating 
the  chest;  iujui^y    not  seriuuj^,     Joba   BerDard  (ordinary   seaman), 
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kiiockod  down  and  run  over  by  a  gun  eiirriage,  bruiwcd  oo  the  chest 
and  right  leg;  apparontly  not  seriously. 
1  iini,  v<*j^pectfully,  etc, 

Geo.  Cltmer, 
Fleet  Surgeon* 
Comriiander  Thos.  G.  Corbin, 

Cmnmanding  U.  S.  S^  TTaAo^A, 


Letter  from  Bri^adier-Oeneral  Brann&n,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Bu  Pont,  tT.  S,  KaTy, 
tran»mittliig°  an  extract  from  his  report. 

Head<jttartkrs  Department  of  the  South, 

Admiral:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  triinsniit  an  extract  from  my 
report  of  tht^  recent  expedition  to  Focotaligo  Rridge. 

I  am,  adaiintl,  very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Braxnan, 

Brttjtulft  r-  (rtntrnl^  Com fnan dlna. 

Admiral  S,  F,  Du  Pont,  U,  S,  Navy, 

Gmndg.  South  Atlanti4^  Blockadvng  ^qiuidron^  Port  Royul^  *S^  C\ 

[Enclosure.] 

Hkaikjuautebs  ExPEDmoNART  Forces, 
K  S.  Trampart  Ben  De  Ford,  October  Si,  1862. 

The  three  boat  howitzers  furnished  by  Captain  Steodman,  U*  S.  Navy, 

coouniinding  the  naval  forces,  were  serveci  well,  UTvd  tlie  officers  cciiu- 
inanding  tlieni,  with  their  crews,  as  also  the  detuehrnent  of  Third 
lihodi^  Island  V^uhmteers,  deserve  great  credit  for  their  coolness,  skill, 
and  galliitjtry.  The  otlicers  coniiiianding  these  guns  are  as  follows: 
Lieutenant  Llovd  Phoenix,  Ensigns  James  Wallace,  La  Rue  P,  Adama, 
and  Frederick  l*earson, 

Italf<»rds  rue  much  pleasure  again  t4»  rejjort  tfie  jH^rfect  cordiality 
existing  between  the  two  bnincties  of  the  servic**,  and  I  am  mucn 
indel>ted  to  Cu[»tain  Charles  Steednian.  I'.  S.  Navy,  for  his  valuable 
aid  and  lissistance  in  disembarking  and  reeinbarking  the  troops,  aUo  in 
sending  hmnches  (with  howitzers)  to  |>revent  an  attack  on  our  pickets 
while  we  were  embarking  to  return  to  Hilton  Head. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  most  respectfully, 

J.  M.   BRATiNAN, 

Br  tfjfviier-  Gen  eroi^  (  \nrt  m  ti  n  dinf/. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W,  P.  Frextice, 

*l^/,  Atljt,   (Jeii.^  Dtj)(,  (if  tfu:  Sotitk^  IlilUm  llaui^  S,  L\ 


Lettsf  from  Eear-Admiral  Da  Poat,  U.  S.  Havy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bnuuma^  17*  8,  Army, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Roijid  Ihtrh^r,  ^*.  C.,  Xo'vernhiT?,  1882. 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the   5th  instant   enclii>ing  an  extract  from  your 
report  uf  the  recent  expedition  to  Focotaligo  Bridge. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQtrADH(»N,  405 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  Ijave 
spoken  of  the  ufficers  in  my  squadron  who  aerompiioied  you  in  that 
expedition. 

1  am  glad  to  lirid  that  the  same  cordiality  existed  on  that  occasion 
between    the    two   hninchi^s  of   the    tserviee  as   has   hereto >f ore   been 
invaribly  the  ease  in  thU  department. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Admiral, 
Brigadier-Genenil  J.  M.  Bkanxan, 

C(/himand/H(/  Urpartnient  qft/ie  South, 


Letter  from  Eear- Admiral  Dn  Font,  IT.  8.  Hnvyi  to  Commander  Steedman,  U.  8.  IVavy,  call- 
ing  attention  to  the  commendatory  report  of  Brigadier-Cbner&l  Brannan,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  your  report  of  the 
movement8  of  gunlxiats  plaeed  under  your  command  in  the  Pocotaligo 
ex|jedition, 

I  for  ward  etl  it  to  tlie  Department  imniediati^ly  witli  a  dispatch. 
1  a  I  so  tu  k  *^  pi  e  a>  me  in  mw\{  »s  i  a  g  t « i  y  o  u  an  e  x  t  n  u*  t  from   B  r  igad  ik\  r- 
General  Braanarrs  ri'port,  vvhiLh  lie  forwardt^d  to  lue  pn-v  Iuum  to  its 
publieaUon,  a  et»py  of  his  letter,  and  my  repl}'. 
K  es  pec  t  f  u  1 1  \ .  ( *  t  e . , 

S.  F,  Di:  Punt, 

Rear-AdmimL 
Cromniandf^r  Charlks  STEEr>MAN, 

l\  S.  <V.  J^inl  Janes^  SL  Simmies, 


General  order  of  Qeneral  Beaoregard,  C.  B.  Army, 

General  Ori>eiis,  (     H injurs.  DEPr,  of  S*  C,  Ga,,  and  Fua,, 

iNo.  40.  \  (luirlrHton,  March  aV>,  ISeS, 

L  The  troops  engagi'd  in  the  action  with  the  enemy  at  Poeotaligo 
on  the  ^'Jd  of  October,  iSHif,  will  have  in.scrilrtHion  their  colors  ''Poeo- 
tiiligo,  2!id  October,  18*1:^,"'  in  honor  of  the  vetenindike  steadiness  and 
luisurjmssubh*  courage  displayed  on  that  day  in  their  eontJict  with  and 
defeat  of  an  eneniy  of  tdniost  incredible  superiority  in  iuimi>ers.  The 
whole  country  hu>  been  already  informed  of  arid  appieciates  the  bril- 
liant evciits  and  incidents  of  the  bsittle  of  Potnitaligc*,  and  it  has  only 
reniaitn?d  thus  officially  to  authorize  an  honor  so  brilliantly  w^on. 
The  iield  of  Pocotaligo,  made  memo  ruble  by  those  who  held  it  on  the 
22d  of  Octolier,  ls^>2,  surely  can  not  be  yielded  up  to  any  greater  force 
with  which  the  enemy  may  attiick  in  that  quarter. 

By  command  of  General  lieauregfird: 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff, 
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S«port  of  G«B«Tftl  Be&srt^AFd.  G.  t.  Armj. 

Savannab,  Ga.,  iPeUih^r  2 J.  IS62 — S p,  m^ 
The  abolitionists  attacked  in  force  Pocotaligo  and  Coo;$awbatchie 
yesterday.  They  were  ^Ikntly  repulijed  to  their^nlxwiti*  at  ilackay V 
Point  and  Bee's  Creek  L&ndin^  by  Colonel  W.  b,  Walkor^  commaDd- 
ing  diiitrict,  and  Colonel  G,  P*  Harrison,  commanding  troops  i^ent  from 
here-  Enemy  had  come  in  thirteen  transports  and  gunboats.  Charles 
tun  Railroad  uninjured*  Al>oHdoni^bi  left  dead  aod  wounded  in  the 
field.     Our  cavalry  in  hot  pursuit. 

6*  T.  Beacb£gabd, 
General^  Commanding. 
General  S,  Coopkb, 

A^uUml  and  ImgfMiar'Oeneral^  Bickmondj  Tiu 


Report  of  Commander  Wocd/iull,  U.  S,  JTatf^^  of  tk^  arriral  of  the 
U,  S>  S.  SerieeOf  and  explaifiina  the  d^y  in  d^^patchituf  the  ^ecnner 
Gfwem^fr  laUon  Up  Otiaham  Idand^  G«n^ia. 

U.  S-  S.  Cu[ABfioir« 

St,  JohiM  River,  Ft&rida,  October  2f.  lSe£ 

Sib:  Yesterday  morning  the  gunlnrnt  S^itca  arrived  off  the  Ijar.  1 
inimediatelv  ^nt  a  boat  to  communicate  with  her.  I  did  not  get  your 
dispatch  till  3  p.  m.  I  then  immediately  gave  oi-ders  to  have  the  Gon- 
ernor  Milton  got  rendy  to  proceed  without  an}-  unneeej^ftarv  delay  as 
you  directed.  Theie  was  something  to  be  done  to  the  en^ne,  which 
would  take*  it  Ls  said,  a  couple  of  hour^  At  the  temiination  of  that 
time  steam  was  got  up  and  I  e3qpected  to  see  her  en  route  a  few 
moments  after,  but  unfortunateh'  something  broke  down  and,  in  con- 
sequence, the  steam  had  to  be  let  off  and  work  recommenced  on  her.  I 
have  had  my  engineei-s  and  mechatiics  at  work  all  !ught  getting  her  in 
steaming  order  atrain,  and  I  am  happy  to  infonn  you  that  she  left  for 
her  destination  this  morniuH^  at  11  a.  m. 

1  have  put  onboard  of  ner  the  (V/ziz/rr^mV  12- pounder  howitzer, 
with  sufficient  amnuinition  to  aid  in  her  pn>teclion  should  an  effort  be 
made  to  intercept  her;  also  a  week's  provisions  for  all  band.s. 

I  gave  orders  regarding  the  scows,  and  it  is  not  practical.  The 
scows  can  not  1m?  got  through  Sister  s  Creek.  The  captain  of  the  Goj}- 
ertior  Miltfm  was  very  desirious  to  accomplish  it,  but  he  as^iiures  me, 
upon  further  inspection  of  the  creek,  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  done. 
1  have  further  the  opinion  of  my  executive  officer  and  pilot,  both  con- 
curring in  the  same  statement.  1  consequently  wjis  obliged  reluc- 
tjintly  to  give  it  up.  1  think  the  scows  are  hardly  woith  moving  that 
distance;  they  are  old,  Ipaky,  water-logged,  and  float  deeply. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  execute  all  your  orders,  but  the 
cii'cumstances  have  controlled  my  wishes  to  do  so. 

The  little  steamer  is  a  great  loss  to  us*  as  she  could  be  made  very 
u^ful  in  various  ways;  l>esides,  with  the  battery  I  have  placed  on 
board  of  her  {two  ti4-pounders),  she  could  have  aided  me  inucii  in  keep- 
ing possession  of  the  river.  There  hav*^  Imm'ii  st^en  at  vari«.>us  times  in 
the  last  two  days  small  groups  of  guerrillas  wandering- alx^ut  in  this 
neighborhood  oa  both  ^*anks  of  the  river.     They  have  even  appitsoched 
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the  vicinity  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  1  have  been  unable  to 
reaeh  them  as  yet,  an  they,  too,  cautiously  keep  without  the  range  of 
our  i^uus;  how  large  their  force  may  be  Imek  of  this  I  aui  unaf>le  to 
aseertain.  1  think  we  ought  to  have  an  additional  vessel  if  it  is  desir- 
alile  to  keep  the  rivei"  open  to  its  whole  extent.  Without  tliat  addi- 
tion it  will,  I  fear,  be  an  invitation  to  the  enemy  to  put  further  ditM- 
culties  in  cmr  way.  This  will  }»e  dis]>atehed  by  the  Neptune, 
Very  resjwctfullyj  ete.^ 

M.    WllODIILTLL, 

Cmnmandei\  fJ,  S.  JVavt/. 
Captain  S.  W.  Godon,  U*  S,  Navy, 

jSeniar  Officer  Pi^vneni^  Port  Raijal,  S,  C. 


[Teleirrani.] 

Navy  Defartment,  fk-fohtr  2S,  ISOS. 
Send  the  Memiw  to  Du  Pont  when  piekiige  f  roui  Depai^ttnent  arrives. 

Gideon  W  elles, 

Secretary  of  ilw  Navy. 
tVanuKxiore  A.  A,  IIar%v(m>d, 

Com manda h t  Navy  1 7/ /vZ,  1  \ "rt^/t tn g t<m . 


'hfhr  iff  Reat-AiiiiHral  Du  I^Qftt,    U*    S,   Navy,    to    Lieutenant- 
Comm^wh  r  frf%tot^  (L  S.  Nat^^  mmmand^ng  tj,  S.  S,  Seneca* 

Flagship  Wabash, 

IWf  Royal  Ilarhn^  S,  C,  Ocfokr  2 J,  1862, 
Sib:  On  the  reeeipt  of  thi.s  order  you  will  please  proeeed  with  the 
Sf^ne^a  under  your  eouiiuand  f>ff  Charleston  and  report  for  bloekading 
duty  to  Capt^iin  p1,  F,  firemen,  uf  the  Va}iand4titjHa^  senior  othei-r. 
Ee  s  pee  tf  n  1  ly ,  v  t  e . , 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Lieutenant'Coinuiander  Wm.  GmSiON, 

IL  S.  S.  Seneca. 


Ord4T  of  Rear-Adtfural  Du  J\mt^  IK  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Watm^mgh^  V,  S.  Nar^y^  cowman  din  f/  l\  S,  S,  Memphis, 

Flagship  Wababh, 
Pari  Royal  Ifarbf>r,  S.  (l,  thi^J^^r  m,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proeeed  with  llie 
jUtf/udi/s  under  youreouimand  off  Charleston,  and  report  for  bbx^kad- 
ing  duty  to  Captain  J,  F.  Green,  of  the  Canandmgna,  senior  othcer. 
Kespeettullv,  ete. , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Reaj'- Admiral. 

Acting  Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watjiougik 

d.  S*  S,  MemphtH, 
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Order  t^f  Rear-Admind  Ihi  Pfmt^  C  S^  Sary^  to  Cmnmander  Le 
Rou^  U,  S.  Navp^  Cfnnmandtng  f^,  5-  S,  Ke^fitmie  SUtt^^  t*^  jn^oceed 
to  olodeade  duty  off  Ckarle^t'Cnu  5.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Piyrt  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  Octohcr  2S,  1S62, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Key^ftane  StaU  under  your 
opmniand  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  off  ObarlestoQ  for  blockading 
duty. 

Having  had  mj  flag  so  often  on  board  your  ship,  affording  so  many 
opportunities  of  judging  of  her  efficiency,  ^ooA  order,  discipline,  and 
harmony,  with  your  promptitude  and  zeal  in  carrying  out  my  orders 
on  other  occasions,  I  deem  this,  after  our  recent  association,  a  ntting 
i]K>ment  to  express  m^*  warm  commendation  and  high  appreciation  of 
yoor  senrioes  during  the  whole  period  that  you  have  been  attached  to 
this  squadron. 

Reijpectfullv,  rour  obedient  servant. 

S.  F*  pu  POXT, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  Soidh  Atlantic  BUjckading  Squadron^ 

Coraniander  W.  E.  Le  Kor, 

U*  S.  S.  Keyst*me  Stfttt\  Port  Royat^  5.  C 


Xett-er/Wfrn  Rpor-Adrnmil  Du  Pont^  I*.  *S-  JTarj/*  tf*  the  AmtJitant  &!c- 
rttary  of  th^  Sary  i^yarding  mfwefii^U*  aj  the  biodcading  ve/utel^* 
during  nin  aht^enc*^  and  his  nsm  qfrein/ort'emeftt^, 

[Private  and  confidential]  Fiagship  Wabash, 

Pf^t  R^n/al  JTarbor,  S.  C,  fM^^^rBS,  1862. 

My  Dkae  Sir:  I  rt^rhed  here  last  evening  after  a  pleasant  run, 
calling  off  Charleston.  Two  schooners  had  been  taken  within  a  few 
days  and  a  large  English  steamer  run  on  shore  bv  the  Flawftrnu  under 
Moultrie.  She  wais  on  her  l>eam  ends  a>  I  pa>>^3  at  high  water  yester- 
day, but  they  were  doubtless  getting  her  cargo  out,  for  a  tug  was 
alongside  of  her,  and  I  fear  her  engine  will  lie  taken  for  one  of  the 
rams. 

The  Racer  had  been  in  and  came  out  that  day.  At  night  some  white 
lights  were  seen  made  by  her:  it  is  thought  to  this  steamer.  She  was 
flushed  by  the  Binnf,  but  not  a  breath  of  wind  for  her  to  ^t  under* 
way;  her  fire  made  Upshur  slip.  The  steamer  going  by  at  lightning 
speed,  he  shelled  and  chased,  and  the  fellow  ran  her  up  high  and  dry 
on  the  spit  off  Moultrie. 

1  heard  on  my  arrival  here  that  an  expedition  had  been  sent  up  Broad 
River  of  4,500  men,  with  manv  gunl^K)ats,  to  cut  the  raili'oaa  bridge 
at  Pocotaligo  and  as  a  feint  for  a  further  expedition  to  the  Ogeechee. 
1  regretted  such  things  were  attempted  m  my  absence  by  General 
Mitcnel,  absorbing  my  vessels  from  the  blockade,  which,  of  course, 
could  not  be  refused  him  by  the  senior  officer  present,  and  this,  with 
nothing  pending  or  to  result  from  them  if  successful,  not  anv  more 
than  burning  a  w<x)d  pile  or  the  w  harf.  to  be  replaced  in  a  week. 

It  was  a  complete  failure,  with  heavy  loss;  the  trtwps  ventured  out 
of  reach  of  the  gunlw)ats,  and,  though  behaving  well,  were  thnushed 
by  an  inferior  force,  well  |K)sted,  full  information  of  the  movement 
having  teen  carried  to  the  rebels  by  faithless  or  spy  contrabands,     I 
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saw  a  portion  of  the  pooi%  wouud*^"d  follows  landing,  said  to  ho  4*H)  in 
all,  tlu»  killi'd  nitiountin^  to  40.  If  two  of  my  hoat^s  hud  Ik^cu  off 
Charleston  itist^^ad  of  hvni  wo  wtjuld  lia\  e  had  that  .stcanu^',  doubtless 
worth  a  half  million  in  arni-s  and  rilled  cjinnoru  instead  of  this  loss. 

A  few  itenKs  now  a.-^  to  my  wants: 

1st,  I)t)  iKit  fort^et  the  tu^rs  and  forryhoat.s  and  small  dispatch  har- 
h<»r  hniit;  we  are  like  an  army  witliout  wat^mns.  The  muehiner}*  of 
the  Kilffi  has  gone  home,  the  Mercftrtfs  also,  and  the  Pttiit  broken 
down, 

2d,  Pleiuse  pnt  a  200[-pounderJ  l*arrott  ritie  on  the  ITuron  and 
send  her  out  lus  soon  as  pos^sible;  had  I  been  hei*e  she  rjever  would 
have  moved  a  f<H)t;  her  siekness  was  not  yellow  fever,  the  only  eon- 
tin^eney  in  whirh  1  left  word  siie  niijL^lit  be  sent  home.  I  hope  you 
wilt  keep  everv  man  and  ottii-er  in  her  and  ^^v-mX  her  baek. 

3d.  Jfemjyfil^  tnq>tured  a  small  stutiin  serew.  very  handsome,  the  last 
En^dish  ^ettin^^  up  for  running  the  blockade.  She  threw  all  hw  arms 
overlxjard. 

4th*  The  Rm^er  told  (Ireen  that  the  defenses  of  CTharle.ston  Harbor 
had  been  greatly  inereased  since  her  last  visit.  The  christening 
of  the  nims  had  made  quite  a  glee;  Kutledge,  their  stront^est  man, 
has  one.  Yon  forget  these  nints,  I  think;  if  we  have  to  divert  two 
ironclads  for  them  not  iiianv  of  vour  propost»d  force  will  be  left  for 
the  ftuis. 

You  iuid  letter  have   some    1(J,<M)0   nn-n   sent,  out   here   at  once,  or 
these  troops,  but  for  the  sijuadron,  will  lie  driven  into  the  sea  and  we 
shall  lose   Beaufort.      MitelnO  is  qiiib^   ready  for  .James   Ishind  when 
the  time  comes,  but  he  has  no  rm^a ns. 
Kespectfullv,  ett\, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rt-ar-Admh'tiL 

Hon.  G.  V,  Fox, 

A^^^tuni  Seerekiry  of  the  Navy, 


hpture  ({f  the  Brlliah  sttnrtU'rs  Scotia  and  Auglio^  fhither  il^  and  iS7^ 
1862^  hi  th^  l\  S,  ?v,yW.y  ReaiL'iiii  and  Fhaj.  of  Buirs  Bay^  South 
Cmvlina, 

Eeport  of  Bear-Admiral  Ba  Post.  U.  S.  Kftvy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Bot/al  Jim^M,f\  S.  C,  0€tf)bi^^  m,  180^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleajsnre  to  report  to  the  Department  the  capture,  on 
the  *i4th   instant,  of  tlu>   Britisn   steanuM*  Sattta   by  the   IL   S,   Iwirk 
Iirxf/rj^j*^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  K,  Conrov,  commanding,  otf 
Huirs  liay. 

The  steamer  wtLS  disc^overed  at  daylight  standing  ti>ward  Bull's 
Jshtiid.  Afting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  CoTH*oy  innnediately  got  under- 
way with  his  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  two  armed  boats  to  the 
leeward  of  the  ste^imer.  which  forced  her  to  run  ashore.  He  then  i-an 
in  with  the  Be^tft'fia  U>  cut  her  otf  and  keep  her  from  running  out 
aould  she  get  otf  before  the  boats  could  reach  her.  When  the  iKuits 
>t  atongsioc  it  wivs  discovered  that  the  captain,  an  old  otl'ender  nanu'd 
jibby,  with  a  gentleman  and  a  lady  (passfMigers),  had  b^ft  the  steamer 
in  an  open  boat     The  en*w  were  in  a  state  of  inUixication,  s*)  that  they 
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hfXMMDf:  »bDfjsi  BEUDamg^FaUe.  Aiwi  Acdn^  VoIuimt  LiraieBiBt  Conroy 
oH^r^  tkeci  to  be  trukif  err&ti  on  IwMni  da^-  R^^d^m  awi  pot  in  iions. 
Attiu^  XfAuDUi^T  Lievs^niftBt  Cof&roT  did  hoc  ^otenEiNl  in  gvcdi^  her  off 
ontfl  the  morDiQ^  of  tbe  ^Mi.  daring  wliitli  ismt  ke-  vn»  obliged  to 
WDfthfpr  with  the  Rr^jr:^  vithin  giin=&iX  of  the  prine  to  protect  her, 
and  at  b>w  ti-ie  bi^  ovn  reswel  toacfa«d  Vottctn  stereral  tiine».  but  vith- 
oat  9U.«tainin^  anr  material  injcrx.     He  iep[>it.<&  the  losi^  br  diownin^^ 

R-^l^m^  jknd  a  nreiDui  of"  the  Stotia 


of  John  ^lanin  i^eamant.  of  the  ^<^ 

in  coffe^equence  of  the  ^^wunpin^  of  a  rj»:«ftt  in  tnrii^  to  ^et  out  a  hawser. 

Id  f^fftting  off  the  ^A»'i  aM  afte^«;a^i^  in  brn^rn^  her  to  Port 
Bojal  the  ent^n<:ei>  of  that  reistsel  rendered  erery  aatsistanoe  in  their 
power,  for  which  Lieatenant  Conrov  promised  that  thej  should  receive 
coiDpen?«tion. 

I  nare  further  the  honor  to  report  the  capcore  at  BolT^  Bay,  on  the 
sTlth  in-4ant.  of  the  British  ^^teamer  Af^^I^  W  the  boats  of  the  C  S.  S. 

Thffr  R^'Ml'T^.  then  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Griswold 
(Acting  Volanteer  Lieutenant  Conroy  f^eii^  temporarily  absent  on 
doty  in  the  .<y4i*iK  had  di^corered  the  ^t^amer  enterins^  BulTs  Bay 
the  evening  before,  but  ?^he  baring  passed  so  f&r  to  windward  of  heV 
the  Rr^tl^^m  could  not  prevent  her  getting  in.  and  having  only  one 
small  boat  fielonging  to  the  ship.  Actii^  blaster  Griswold  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  isend  her  in  parmit.  hut  he  got  the  i?^»r7.^^  in  a  position 
to  comnrjand  the  channel  for  the  purpcx^e  of  preventing  the  e^^ape  of 
the  steamer.  On  the  next  day  the  Fhj^j^  having  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Conroy  on  >ioanL  on  his  way  to  join  his  vessel,  arrived  at 
the  anclHirage  of  the  Rr»tU»'.  and  on  receiving  the  above  information 
Commander  Strong,  under  the  pil«>ta^  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Conroy.  ran  tro  Kf^'o  clo>e  t<»  the  \^r.  which  hi<  vessel  could  not 
crocks,  and  dispatched  four  armed  fioats.  under  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  OirpentHr  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conray. 
inside  of  BuIFs  Island. 

The  steamer  was  discovered  on  shore  near  Jack's  Creek,  about  4 
miles  from  the  entranc-e  of  Bull's  Bay.  but  was  >oon  safely  got  off.  all 
of  her  officers  and  crew  being  on  board  I  except  the  pilot  and  six  men 
who  had  gone  to  Charleston  the  evening  previoa<>  and.  according  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Carpenter  s  report,  rendered  every  assistance 
in  getting  her  off.  Lieutenant  Conroy  piloted  the  Anolia  out  of  BulFs 
Bnv  and  over  the  bar. 

llie  ArigUa  when  captured  was  almost  out  of  coal,  and  was  sent 
by  Captain  Godon.  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  to  this  harbor  to  be 
supplied.  She  is  the  same  vessel  which  attempted,  on  the  night  of 
the  V.fih  f}i  September  last,  to  enter  Charleston  Harbor  by  Snnford's 
[Lawfordj  Channel,  but  was  headed  off,  though  she  succeeded  in  escap- 
ing in  the  darkness.  I  shall  dL<patch  both  of  these  steamers  north  as 
soon  as  pra/rtic-able. 

Before  ck^ing  this  dLsx)atch  I  can  not  forbear  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Department  to  the  energy  and  activity  shown  on  all  occasions 
by  Arrting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy.  of  the  Re^U^. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

S.  F.  Ehi  PoxT, 
U*nr'Afhn'trah  f'omfhj.  F^ndh  Aihmtlr  Blot^kiidinij  S^jfuidnm. 

Hon.  (mjuv/js  Wklles. 
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Report  of  Acting  Lieutomant  Couroy,  V,  S,  Kavy.  commanding  U.  8.  bark  ReitleHH,  regarding 
tho  capture  of  Ike  steamer  Scotia. 

Of  BitJPs  Bay,  SoHth  CartJhiU  (Hf^nr  ;i^6\  J802, 

Sir:  1  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  you  the  capture  of  the 
British  steiuiier  Scfdm  by  the  ReM<i^H,  under  itiy  conjiiiuud,  for  violiit- 
intr  the  f^loekiido  iit  BoH\s  Bay. 

At  duylitiht,  the  'i4th  instant,  a  steuiiier  was  disrovered  standings 
toward  Boll's  Island,  1  irimiedifitely  ijot  underway,  ut  the  same  tirue 
sendiug  two  armed  lioats  to  the  k^eward  of  the  steaiuer,  and  foreed 
hei'  to  run  a.shori^  I  was  thi'n  ohUj^ed  to  run  in  with  the  lieHfltm  to 
eut  her  off  aud  keep  her  frrmi  roiming  out  should  she  get  off  before 
the  boats  rould  reui-li  Iier. 

When  the  boats  caiue  ahmgnide  it  was  discovered  that  the  captain, 
with  a  tj^eiitlemau  and  lady  {passent,''er8),  had  left  the  .steamer  in  an  open 
boat,  sirul  i\\v  eiew  were  in  a  .state  of  intoxication,  ao  that  they  became 
ahuost  iiinuanat^val^Ie,  I  ordered  them  to  be  transferred  on  board  the 
/u'.sfU,ss'  and  put  iti  irons. 

In  tryintj;  to  o-ct  the  sehooncr  siKoat  her  enijineer.s  have  done  the 
utmost  in  their  power  to  assist  us,  but  one  of  the  Iwjilers  giving  wav 
prevented  us  from  succesB.  1  wa.s  therefore  obliged  to  anchor  witli 
the  litstlt,^.^  within  gunshot  of  the  pris'.e  to  protect lier,  which  left  the 
RtMUmvit  low  tide  in  a  very  lieavy  i>ea,  toucfiing  bottom  several  times, 
Vint  £is  soon  as  the  tide  ran  in  she  was  got  ttff  and  anchored  in  deeper 
water.     She  sustained  no  damage,  fjut  leaks  some. 

Tin*  boilers  an<l  machinery  having  been  repaired  under  my  personal 
j^upervision,  I  suceeeded  this  morning  in  getting  th(^  Smffa  off  and 
lu-ought  her  to  the  tieet  off  lliarleston. 

I  regret  to  have  to  reixirt  the  loss  by  drowning  of  *Iohn  Martin, 
lionlsman,  of  the  He^'^ilefi.Hj  and  one  tireman  of  the  Sof/tia^  the  boat 
having  swamped  in  trying  to  get  out  a  hawser, 

I  coiisider  it  my  duty  to  ret*omin»'nd  the  engineers  of  the  jSc(?tm  for 
their  hearty  e-oopenition  in  getting  her  off  and  bringing  her  to  Charles- 
ton, and  1  could  not  do  otherwise  but  promise  theui  compensation* 

I  have  detailed  Acting  Master  J.  B,  Rogers  to  take  charge  of  the 
prize, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  y<*ur  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Con  hot, 
Acting  Lieutmimit^  Commanding. 

Captain  S-  W.  (ioDON, 

C(/mi/4j.  Chiirlestoti  Blockade^  U,  S,  S.  FrigaU  P&whtjUan, 


Bepoft  of  Befl.r*Admir&l  Bu  Pont,  U.  3.  Navjr.  regarding  firemen  for  the  priie  ateftmor 

Bcotia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  RfHjal  Ifnrhur.  S\  C  XovemhrS,  1S6'3, 
Sir:  In  a  previous  connnunication  1  have  infornuni  the  Department 
of  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer  Smthj,  As  it  is  impossible  to 
furnish  the  prize  with  tiremen  to  take  her  north  witlnnit  great  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service,  I  have  made  an  armngeuu^nt  with  eight 
tiremen  of  the  captui*cd  steamer  to  pay  them  5f*J  a  day  from  the  HOthof , 
Octo1>er  to  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  steamer  in  Sew  York.  i 
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Rear-Adiniral  Paulding  has  been  informed  of  this  aimngipmi^iit,  hot 
may  I  nxju^***!  the  Department  to  authorize  him  by  teleg^raph  to  make 
the  aU>ve  payment  i 

Very  re,s[x»ct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rt^r-Admlrtil^  thrndtj.  Smith  Atluntu-  Bi^^huim^  S^/widrrni. 

Hoiu  (fiD>x>N  Welles, 

St:crtiary  of  t/t^  y^irt/^  Washm^Um. 


Seport  of  Acting  yoltmteer  Lienteiunt  Conxtfj,  XS.  S.  Kavy,  commandms  V.  8.  bmrk  Batt- 
iest, reg^ardiiLg  the  captTire  of  the  ttf&mer  Anglia. 

U.  S.  Bark  liESTLEss, 

BuitM  B^if/,  Sfm/A  OirfdtfHi^  OcUJhv 27,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  caiptureof  the  English 
h"teainer  Arif/h\f  !iy  the  armed  V^nits  of  the  U.  S.  S.  J^h^,  under  the 
eoniniand  uf  Lieutenaut-Commander  Charles  O.  Carpenter  and  mvself, 
rmder  the  following  circumstances: 

On  my  retui*n  from  the  Charleston  blockading  sc|uadron  (where  1 
had  l)een  to  deliver  the  prize  steamer  Styftfa^  aiptured  by  the  Rej<tlefi» 
on  the  24th  instant)  in  tne  U.  S.  S.  Fhii^^  we  met  the  Re^h^^  making 
signals  ffir  assistance.  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason  cimie  on  l>oard  ttn» 
Fhi(j  \im\  reported  that  another  steamer  had  run  into  Bull's  Bay  Chan- 
nel on  Siniduy  afternotm.  but  so  far  out  of  the  i*ange  of  our  guns  that 
it  was  inij>«»>sible  to  tiring  her  to.  At  the  time  it  blew  a  heavv  gale 
from  the  N*  W..  and  having  only  one  small  five -oared  l*uat  (the  other 
one  was  lost  in  getting  out  the  Scutla)^  Aeting  Master  William  N. 
(iriswold,  then  in  charge  of  the  Rtsflm^^  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
send  her  in  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  the  steamer. 

He  put  the  ship  in  such  a  position,  however,  [as]  t^»  prevent  her 
coming  out  during  the  night. 

So  soon  as  Commander  Strong  and  myself  received  this  report.  Com  - 
mander  Strong  ordered  four  boats  to  lie  armed  and  manned  and 
requested  me  to  pilot  the  Fhtg  inside  the  bar:  but  the  tide  lM:'ing  el*b, 
the  watfM'  was  t*>o  low  to  admit  the  Flag  entering,  and  we  anchored  as 
near  as  prudent  under  the  {circumstances.  The  boats  then  left  the  ship 
in  command  of  Lieutenant-Conununder  Charles  C.  Cari^enter,  of  the 
Fliuf^  and  myself.  On  pntering  the  inner  channel,  we  found  the 
steamer,  which  proved  to  tie  the  Afitjiltu  from  Ntissau,  aground  in 
front  of  thicks  Creek,  4  miies  inside  from  Bull's  Island  light-house, 
and  took  |K>ssession  of  her. 

The  pil<)t,  Thomas  Jones  fa  Charle.ston  pilot),  had  left,  with  some 
passengers*  through  the  inner  channel  for  Charleston.  The  steamer 
w^as  gotten  oil"  with  v*'ry  little  tnnibU%  and  I  piloted  her  out  and  came 
to  anchor  under  the  protection  i»f  the  guns  of  the  Fla(/  and  the  Re^t- 
lefiJi,  at  7:3n  p.  m. 

1  left  the  AiiijUa  \i\  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Carpentei', 
reported  myself  to  Commander  Strong,  and  then  repaired  on  board 
the  RfMf!is.H. 

Enclosed  I  forwanl  a  copy  of  i\vv  report  of  Aeting  Master  William 
N*  Grisw^okl,  whom  I  left  in  commvuid  of  the  Rt.4/tm  during  the  time 
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I  went  to  dolivor  the   prizo  Htt^aiiicr   Svot!a  to  the  senior  offii'or  otf 
Charleston. 

1  am,  ?<ir,  very  respectfully,  your  olmdient  .sen'aiit, 

Edwu.  Conhoy, 
Acthg  Volunteer  I^UfuU^iant^  Vtmimanding, 

Hon.  GiBEON  Wkllks, 


Eaport  of  Aotmg  Master  Griawold,  XS.  S.  Kavy,  of  the  TJ;  S.  bark  EoBtleM,  regarding  hii 
proceedings  with  referoneo  to  the  steamei*  Aaglia. 

U.  y.    BaKK   Rk8TLES8, 

Buir^  Bay,  October  m  [27\  1862, 
Sm:  I  siihniit  to  yon  the  folkuving  report  with  regard  to  my  pro* 
ceediDgs  with  the  steamer  An*/lHi,  now  a  prize  to  this  lutrk  and  the 

Yesterday  aftt^rtioon  at  4:3u  ii  sail  was  rei^orted  st^inding  in;  .soon 
made  lier  out  to  he  ii  steamer;  all  thuiit^ht  the  Sn^tHt^  stopping'.  We 
eoncliided  her  rimehinery  hud  ^''iven  out.  S^xm,  however^  she  started 
a^iin  and  slowly  passing  our  liows,  full  4  mile.s  disfant;  then  I  .sjiw  it 
Tvas  not  the  Srofm^  thoii^i-h  evidently  a  sister  ship.  Knowing  that  onee 
inside  she  was  in  a  trap,  for  there  was  not  enough  of  water  for  her  to 
reach  the  main  laud,  I  waited  patiently  till  she  was  well  in,  and  then 
guarded  the  rhannel;  then  tired  three  guns  as  a  signal  to  the  yiag. 
As  there  was  no  answer,  at  dark  1  sent  up  two  roekets  and  burned 
Coston's  signals  in  the  maintopmast  erosstrees,  hoping  that  the  Flag 
would  see  theiu  and  eonie  to  my  assistunee,  Eeeeiving  no  answer, 
conelnded  to  Avait  until  morning  jmh)  i^rorure  assistanee.  for  I  was  with- 
out means  to  cut  her  out,  having  hut  one  small  iHjat  an<l  Inirdly  enough 
men  to  handle  the  ship  if  aught  hapjiened  to  her.  With  the  number 
of  prisoners  on  hoard  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  nm  the  risk  trying 
to  do  it  alone,  so  this  morning  I  got  the  ship  underway  to  look  for 
a.ssistance.  The  Fltuj  hove  in  sight  at  11:80  a.  m.,  and  at  1  p.  m. 
I  sent  an  officer  on  lK>ard  to  report  to  you  the  fact  of  the  steamer  being 
inside.  I  followed  the  7*7/^/  in  and  came  to  anchor  tjear  her, 
lam,  sir,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

W.  N,  Okiswolu, 
Actiny  Jfa^fvr  and  Kreeutire  OJi<k^^  Ch  S.  Bark  IicMc^«i, 

Acting  Voluntt*er  Lieutenant  Euwo,  Conkot, 

Cu/nantudhtr/  U,  X  Bark  RrHthm^  Bnirn  Bay^  S.  CI 


Beport  of  GommaiLder  Strong,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  ¥.  8.  6.  Flag,  regarding  the  cap- 
ture of  the  steamer  Anglia. 

IT.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Ojn^harU'^ton^  OetrJ>er  3S\  786^. 

Sir;  I  have  tiie  honor  to  report  to  ytm  the  eapture  of  the  British 
steamer  jhiylla^  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  October  21,  1862, 
ye^^terday  afternoon  by  the  boats  of  this  ship. 

On  my  way  to  liulTs  Biiy  yestt*rday  1  mt^t  the  IT.  S-  bark  Restlem^ 
which   reported  a  steamer  gone  in   at  5  p.  m.  the  previous  evening. 
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Having  ActiotT  Vuluntt^er  Lieutermtit  (Vniroy,of  the  J^t^fJtMit^  on  hoard, 
I  took  thiy  ship  as  tloso  in  um  tbo  soundint^s  would  pi»niiit,  and  du^- 

Citc-hed  four  armed  boats  inside  of  Bulls  Island,  under  command  of 
ieutenant-Commander  Carpenter  and  Acting'  VoUuiteer  Lieutenant 
Conroy.  The  A  tujlut  was  a^horeabout  4  miles  from  the  entninee  of  BuJl^i? 
Bay,  and  was  safely  fimitedout  and  lirunghtotf  at  6;  30  p.  m.  yesterday 
evening",  I  have  sent  Lieutenant-Commander  Carpenter  and  Actinia 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Williiini  Skelton,  of  this  ^hip,  and  Acting 
Master  William  N.  Griswold,  of  the  Hr^fhs^,  with  prize  crew  from 
this  ship  in  her.  This  is  the  steamer  that  ran  ashore  on  [Folly J 
Island  Septetnber  VJ^  I'^&J,  and  landtM.1  sonie  passengers  who  were  at 
Fort  Royal  and  went  north  in  the  Ma^Httc/ut^ifH,  I  enelose  herewith 
a  muster  roll  of  the  otMeers  and  men  of  this  ship  and  a  repcirt  of 
Lieutenant-Commandei  Charles  C*  Carpenter,  executive  officer  of  this 
ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

J.  H*  Strong, 

Conunander* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

StA:returtj  oftlw  Ifhiry* 


Eeport  of  Lientenant-Commaador  Garpentoi',  IT,  B.  Ifayy,  of  the  0.  S.  S.  Jlag,  reg-arding 
the  capture  of  the  ite&mer  Anglia. 

Steamer  Akglia, 
BuWh  Bay,  OcffAr  27,  1,%% 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  repf»rt  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
left  the  J'^ing  in  command  of  four  lioats  in  pursuit  of  a  stejimer  which 
had  run  the  blockade  at  BulTs  Bay,  Lieutenaiitt^ommanding  Conroy, 
i»f  the  liiHihxH,  lum  Master's  Mate  Russell,  in  charge  of  fii*st  cutter; 
William  H.  Latham,  acting  master,  in  chari^e  of  second  cutter;  Thoma.*! 
Chisholm,  acting  master,  and  Master's  Mate  Wells  in  charge  of  third 
ciitt^?r;  J,  S.  Johnson  J  ensign,  Second  Assistant  F^ngineor  Harris,  and 
mys<df  in  the  fourth  cutter. 

Upon  getting  into  the  bay  we  discovered  a  vessel  on  shore  near  Jacks 
Creek,  On  }>oarding  she  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Amjlui,  of  Liver- 
poo!,  eight  days  fi'om  Nassau,  the  captain  and  crew  t&ere  with  her, 
with  the  exception  of  one  boat  witli  six  men  and  pilot,  which  left  for 
Charleston  the  evening  previtujs,  and  one  l>oat  which  had  communi- 
cated with  a  rebel  encampujcnt  and  which  returned  before  w**  came  out. 
Got  up  steam  and  out  kedge,  hauled  her  otl",  and  proceeded  out  to 
the  Fittfj^  arriving  at  0:;^n  p.  ru.  The  crew  of  the  prize,  including  the 
captiiin,  engineers,  and  o  thee  is,  rendering  every  assistance. 

Captain  Conroy,  connn:oiding  bark  Rti<tlem^  niloted  our  tioats  in  aod 
the  steamer  out,  rendering  every  iissistance  in  nis  power. 
Very  respectfully,  y«>ur  obedient  servant, 

Ciia8.  C.  Carpenter, 
Lieidenant' Vrmt  nut  mlfT  a  fid  Executive  Officer  ^IL  S,  S,  Fhg 

Couunander  J,  H.  Strong, 

Commandiny  fJ,  S*  JS*  J^lay, 
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ettiT  from  Rear -Admiral  Ba  Pont,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Strong,  V.  S.  Kav^.  oom- 
manding  IT.  S.  8.  Flag,  aeknowledging  receipt  of  hia  report. 

JWt  Rntja!  Ihrhfn',  S.  61,  November  10,  1S62, 
Sik:  I  tiike  pleasure  in  ufknuwled^inrr  the  receipt  of  your  report  of 
t\w  cuptiire  of  the  sttnLiiier  Anglf<t. 

8he  prore<u!iHl  U\  Nrw   Yor*k  on   thr   1st   inslunt    urjtli^r  eharg'e  of 
Lieut4?niint-Coinnrunder  Carpenter, 
lie.spectfuilv,  etc*, 

S,  F,  T>u  Pont, 

Rear'AdminU. 
Commander  J.  H.  Strong, 

IL  S,  X  Flttff^  ftjf  i'hariesttm. 


Order  of  Et-ar- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  f\  *S,  ^Vr/?iy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Ctivendt/,  U.  S.  Nmyy^  to  procetu  with  tfie  LL  S.  bwrk 
(rem^^k  to  Turtle  I/arhffr^  FloriM* 

FtAGSHTp  Wabash, 

PfjTt  Royal  riarhor,  S.  a,  October  H,  ^SS^* 
Sir;  Turtle  Harl>or*  iieitr  Carj.sfort  Rt*ef,  on  tlio  eiijst  eoa^st  of 
Florid^,  hiivinif  been  weleeted  bv  tlio  Government  its  a  coal  depot  for 
the  Hying  j=npiadron  under  Acting  Kear-Adm'ind  C.  Wilkes,  jou  will, 
on  the  arrival  of  your  relief,  the  Jf/dfu'f/bt,  proeeed  at  ouec  with  the 
GiiitHhok  uiuler  your  coniruand  to  tliut  harbor  and  give  all  protection 
in  your  power  to  the  eou!  vevssels  there. 

You  will  rejKirt  Ijy  letter  on  the  first  opportimity  to  Acting  Rear- 

Adniiral  Wilkes,  or  in  person  to  uriv  officer  senior  to  yourself  who 

niHV  be  in  Turtle  Harbor,  stating  at  the  name  time  that  you  have  been 

ordered  there  in  accordance  with  dire^tiony  from  the  Navy  Department, 

iiespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  Adm  ira  L 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E»  Cavendy, 

U.  S,  Bark  Gemahok, 


ier  of  Rfftr-Admirfd  Ihj   Pnut^    fZ    S\    Nary^  to  Acting  Masta 
Kirby^  U.  S*  JVai^y,  Cf^mmanding  f\  S.  bark  J/ kl  nig /it. 

Flagship  Wabash. 

Port  Royal  Ilarlmr,  S.  C,  October  ^4,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  pli^ise  prfu-eed  with  the  Midnigid  under  your  com- 
uuind  to  I^t.  Andrew's  Sound  and  relieve  the  frcmMbok  in  the  blockade 
uf  that  place.     Your  previous  orders  to  St.  Helena.  Sound  are  hereby 
revokecl. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Star- Adm  Iral. 
Acting  AIastx?r  Nicholas  Kuihy, 

U.  S,  Bark  Midnlghi. 
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Oriur  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  U.  S,  Namy^to  Lieuterumt- Ccmt- 
maniier  Davis^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  o.  8.  Wi^saAickon. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  October  ^j^^  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  pleai>e   proceed  with  the    Wissahickon  under  your 
command  to  Ossabaw  Sound  and  relieve  the  Florida  in  the  blocKade 
of  that  place. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

i\  S,  S.    Wissahickon. 


Letter  from    Captain  Dahhjren^  C  S.  JVavy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
jVacy^  aeccptiJig  omtmattd  of  a  single  vessel. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance,  October  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have  not  the  most  remote  idea 
of  imputing  to  you  an  intention  to  inflict  any  humiliation  on  me,  and 
I  regret  that  the  lerius  used  by  me  should  have  been  susceptible  of 
such  construction.  Nor  did  1  think  of  seeking  to  command  the  forces 
that  were  to  enter  Charleston  Harl)or,  unless  perfectly  agreeable  to 
Admiral  Du  Pont.  My  application  was  deferrea  so  as  to  have  it  con- 
venient for  you  to  consult  nmi  on  his  return  north  and  you  may  remem- 
ber that  1  suggested  the  enquiry  of  him.  I  beg  leave  to  explain  myself, 
though  briefly,  upon  another  topic  of  my  letter. 

The  Senate  has  virtually  decided  not  \o  recognize  bv  vote  any  serv- 
ice, even  in  action,  performed  by  commanders  of  single  vessels  of  the 
force  engaged. 

U|X)n  such  a  vote,  however,  depends  by  law  the  extension  of  the 
term  of  service  on  the  active  list,  and  as  a  consequence  this  is  only 
accessible  to  the  flag-oflicers  of  the  force. 

As  an  oflicer  junior  to  myself  had  received  this  opportunity^  with 
the  flag  of  a  rear-admiral,  I  only  desired  a  like  privilege,  which  could 
not  be  conferred  by  the  command  of  a  single  vessel,  and  ventured  to 
suggest  reasons  therefor  which  might  Ix^  of  public  interest. 

It  is  i>erfectly  correct,  as  observed  by  the  Department,  that  ita  offer 
to  me  of  the  command  of  one  of  the  vessels  that  is  to  enter  Charleston 
Harbor  is  not  an  order,  and  therefore  not  mandatory,  but  it  is  so  in 
effect,  because,  as  before  stated,  it  would  not  become  an  oflicer  to 
decline  a  tender  of  active  service  under  the  circumstances  even  if  other 
vessels  of  similar  class  on  the  sjime  service  are  commanded  by  oflicers 
wh(>s(»  grades  are  one  or  perhaps  two  below  mine. 

Wherefore  I  feel  constrained  to  accept  the  command  of  that  single 
vessel  whatever  the  personal  sacrifice  may  be. 

It  is  entirely  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  my  services  are  alwaj^s 
subject  to  any  disposition  which  may  please  the  Department. 

In  conclusion,  1  hope  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the*  kindness 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  yourself,  and  for  which  I 
am  gratefully  sensible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlgben. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Conjidenffal  reptjrt  of  H&tr- Admiral  I}u  Pmit^  U.  S.  Na^y^  trang- 
niUtlng  report  regarding  the  constrtwtimi  of  Irmichids  at  CharU^t^m^ 
S,  0,^  mm  Smmmnah^  Ga. 

Confidential]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Byrt  Hot/at  IlarUr,  S.  a,  OctohtT  2S,  I86S. 

Siii:  1  enclose  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  2Lst  instant  from 
Lieutenaiit'Coninmnder  Scott,  of  the  Sefkigo,  g"iving  infonnation 
derived  from  a  deserter  from  Saviinnah. 

Whatever  inaccuracies  there  may  be  in  the  detfiils  of  such  j^tate- 
ments  there  is  a  general  concurrence  as  to  certain  fxjint^s  which  should 
be  noted,  viz,  that  three  ironclads  with  nuns  are  building  at  Savannah 
and  two  at  i'harlostun;  2d,  the  FifHjtd^  all  agree,  has  a  very  powerful 
engine.  When  *she  is  completed  it  is  the  intention  to  take  up  the 
Nashmlh  and  clad  her. 

This  man  reports  he  ovei^heard  a  coTivei-sation  between  General 
Mercer  and  Conuiiodore  Tattnall,  in  which  tbe  former  said  *'They 
are  moving  in  Virginia;  we  ought  to  be  doing  sumetbing  here.'' 
**Yes,--  replied  Tattnalb  '' We  ought;  but  I  urn  not  going  to  soa  in 
this  vessel  alone.     1  must  be  joined  by  the  Charleston  vessels/'' 

The  idea  seems  to  be  to  o[)en  the  Savannah  River,  then  come  to 
Port  Royal,  and  thence  oti  Charleston  and  raise  the  blockside,  etc. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  two  coutmbands  have  come  in,  one  a 
stevedore,  who  works  on  the  wharves;  lx>th  more  intelligent  than  the 
white  man.  They  state  the  Ftnmd  to  be  ready;  think  she  will  draw 
a  great  deal  of  water,  however  (l6  feet),  her  roof  nearly  down  to  the 
waters  edge;  two  others  are  Iniikling;  a  third  was  commenced,  but 
the  work  was  stopped  for  some  reason. 

They  coniirm  tne  report  that  the  NmkvUle  i.s  laid  up,  having  been 
entirely  unloaded  of  her  cotton,  and  is  moored  at  the  railroad  bridge, 
15  miles  from  Savannah.  Large  quantities  of  cotton  are  collecting  in 
Savannah,  all  baled  for  storage.  Four  thousand  contrabands  are  at 
work  round  Savannah;  all  would  leave  and  come  to  the  coa^st  if  they 
dared. 

I  submit  that  the  Ironmde^  and  Pamaie  should  be  dispatched  at  an 
early  day. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  olx^dient  ser\^ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Omndg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai^y,  Washington, 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sebago, 
Wasmm  S&nnd,  Ge&rf/ia,  Oefc^er  ^i,  1862, 

Admikal:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  that  about  8:30  this  morning 
a  white  flag  wa^^  discovered  on  Little  Cedar  Island;  upon  communicat- 
ing with  wliich  I  found  had  been  mised  by  two  white  men  who  had 
been  pressed  into  and  deserted  from  the  rebel  army  at  Savannah. 
They  are  natives  of  the  State,  and  started  from  the  city  at  1  a.  m.  Sat- 
urday last* 

One  of  them,  Mr.  Johns,  has  been  working  upon  the  Fingal,  and 
make^  the  following  statements  regarding  her:  She  has  a  battery  on 
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board  of  eight  heavy  rifte  guns,  six  broadside  and  two  fore  and  aft; 

planking  outside  not  comj^feted;  fi-amewnrk  of  covered  roof  erected, 
but  the  plating  not  yet  arrn^ed  from  Atlanta.  The  mm  is  5  feet  broad 
at  the  base  and  to  extend  18  feet  from  the  t^item  of  the  vessel,  tapering 
otT  to  a  point  on  which  will  be  placed  two  solid  .steel  spikes,  12  inches 
wide  and  10  inches  long,  strongly  braced  with  iron.  The  ram  and 
spikes  are  ready,  by  t  not  yet  in  position.  Four  smokestacks,  two  extra 
d!onkey  pumps,  have  been  placed  on  board,  milking  three  in  all;  a 
boiler  4<»  feet  long  has  been  Iniilt  for  the  puqiose  of  oeating  water  to 
be  thrown  through  a  metal  hose  with  leatner  joints.  lie  reports  the 
Georgffu  or  LitdieH  Ram^  as  a  failure. 

A  gunboat  is  building  to  be  ciilled  the  Ladhts'  Gunboat;  198  feet 
long,  with  a  draft  of  14  feet;  covered  with  .steel  plates  6  inches  thick; 
with  a  roof  and  ram  similar  to  the  Flnga^n  and  tu  mount  six  guns, 

Mn  Krenson  has  just  coiuuieiiced  a  44-gun  frigate  to  cost  ^(K>,iXM>, 
to  be  200  feet  long,  w^ith  a  draft  of  21  feet;  plated  with  B  inches  of 
iron,  covered  with  4  inches  of  steel  She  will  be  a  bark- rigged  pro- 
l>eller  with  a  rudder  at  both  end.s.  He  is  about  completing  a  wo<>den 
gunboat,  150  feet  long,  to  mount  four  guns;  propeller,  with  machinery 
on  board. 

Mr.  Willing  has  a  gunboat  similar  to  the  above  ready  for  launching. 

Mr.  Johns  report.s  only  about  6JXK)  troops  in  and  ai-ound  the  city. 
He  sjtys  the  only  force  stationed  at  Fort  Jackson  and  the  surrounding 
batteries  is  a  picket  of  30  men,  w^ho  are  relieved  daily. 

I  will  forward  the  refugees  to  Port  Roy  ill  by  the  first  conveyance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Scott, 
Lieut.  Oafmnand^%  U.  S*  Navp^  Comdg.  U.  S.  Gunhmt  Seba{fo, 

Re^r-Adniiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmndif,  Sfndh  Athtrdie  Bltx^hiding  SqiHidrtJV^  Ihrt  Hm/aly  S.  f. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Ponty  U.   8,  Ifavy^  to  Acting  Ma«t€9^\ 
Bithrr^  /7.  H,  Numj^  eonmmnding  U.  S,  schooner  Ameri^xty  to  pro- 
ceed to  JVeio  i^ork. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf>rt  Royal  Harbor,  S,  a,  October  26,  1S6S, 
Sir:  You  wnll  proceed  Tvith  the  yacht  Anierwa  under  vour  comnmud 
to  New  York,  reporting  your  arrival  to  Kear-Adminil  f^aulding,  com- 
mandant of  the  yard,  and  through  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral^ 
Acting  Master  J.  Bakeb^ 

[K  S,  Schooner  America. 


if 


commanding  U,  S.  S,  /W- 
and  regarding  tfi£  stations 


U,  S.  S.  PowllATA^^ 

Of  CharhMon.  October  26,  IS62. 
My  Dear  Admiral:  I  arrived  here  in  proper  time  yesterday;  the 
Se?i^^Ji  und^J femphis^  although  starting  two  hours  before  us,  got  here 
after  the  Keyat^me  State. 
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This  morning^  I  movod  the  Quaker  City  much  nearer  in,  as  also  thb 
.ship,  and  1  have  placed  the  iStmem  where  the  Bhud  was,  making  the 
Bluvt  more  of  a  |)icket  bv  puttini^  her  alon^  the  reef  three-fourths  of 
tt  mile  more  to  the  northward  and  ea.stwara.  The  Mimphis  will  run 
at  night  between  BulTs  Bay  and  the  outside  point  of  tlie  R^ittle.snake 
Shoal.  It  seems  to  me  that  no  v'e^sel  atteuipting  to  come  in  that  way 
could  do  it  w  ithout  making  the  land  to  the  north  and  then  following 
down  the  .shoab  along  the  laud.  A  ve^^el  there  underway  can  give 
warning  to  those  inshore  by  firing  and  prevent  the  tdockade  breaker 
from  getting  almost  upon  tiie  vessels  without  being  seen.  The  vessel 
that  ran  on  shore  is  now  lying  on  her  beam  ends,  with  her  ma,sts  almost 
along  the  water.  1  ran  in  with  this  whip  at  k>w  water  to  fjuarter  leas 
4  fatlioms  and  could  see  her  in  that  c<:>ndition,  bottotu  pi'etty  well  up; 
at  high  tide  she  is  well  covered,  and  the  sand  being  quick,  she  wdl 
8ink  too  far  for  anything  to  be  got  out  of  her,  Stciimers  were  not 
even  at  w^ork  near  her.  (Jreen  fteeiiis  to  think  that  hut  littk^  could 
have  been  got  from  ber  and  nothing  can  be  obtained  now.  1  shall 
hold  on  to  the  Fluinhean  until  the  moon  increases  as  she  is  very  neces- 
sary here. 


This  sbip  will  have  to  I'etnrn  about  the  same  time  to  till  up,  lait  I 
will  not  move  until  the  moon  is  liirge.  The  FliUtiheau  must  have 
struck  the  beached  steamer,  otherwise  I  can  not  see  why  she  should 
hiive  Hunk  w  here  she  now^  is.  I  shall  attend  to  the  matter  of  the  Rmt- 
//v^  (getting  the  Charleston  paper)  to-morrow.  I  noticed  when  I  stood 
in  to-day  something  like  a  tliousand  troops  marchitig  fi'om  Fort  ilonl- 
trie  down  toward  the  lower  batteries.  As  it  was  near  sundown,  it 
may  have  tieen  the  reliefs;  we  could  see  them  quite  distinctly. 

I'he  tide  is  about  half  an  hour  of  hiding  full  and  we  are  keeping  an 
awfully  sharp  lookout  about  this  time.  We  don't  sleep  much  here 
3'ou  know,  except  at  low  water. 

♦  »♦*«♦• 


Yours,  truly, 
Rear-Adniiral  8.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Port  Royal,  S.  O. 


GODON. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy^  re^ardin^i  the  disp<H 
Titian  of  the  vessels  of  his  command* 

Fi.At;sHii*  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  I/arbor,  A\   r.,  (MJM'r27,  JS63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Drpartment  the  follownng 
positions  of  the  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stiuadron: 

At  Georgetown n,  steauier  JVorwich. 

In  BulTs  Bay,  bark  Rtsfhm, 

Off  Charleston,  steamers  Ihwhatan^  Caimmlaiffua^  Hoitsaionw^  Mer- 
ced ita^  Soatk  (Viroli/Hi,  BieitrHle^  Ffag^  Fhutd/fan^  Sfneca^  Ifetnpkin^ 
Quaker  City,  and  Keydom'  State  and  schooner  G.  W*  Blunt, 

In  Stono,  steamer  Isaac  Smith. 

At  North  Edisto,  steamer  Uitadilh, 

In  St.  Helena  Sound,  ship  iSlir>jth^rd  Knapp. 

In  Wassaw\  steamei-s  Coi,  v  and  Pavmee. 

In  Ossabaw',  steamers  Wt^  .u  and  Dawn  and  bavk  Femandin€t* 
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In  St*  Simon's  and  guarding  ako  St  Catheiine^s,  Sapelo,  and  Doboj 
stoiiiiei*s  Ptrtd  Jmu'jfj  Wftrn^ittd^  Mad^s^  Potomska^  WeMeim  WorlA 
and  bark  Bi^iZiUera, 

In  St  Andrew's,  hark  Mldniijht  (relieving  the  bark  Gem^bok^  sen 
to  Turtlo  Bay  fllnrlwjrj). 

At  Feriiandiiia,  steamer  Mokaith 

In  St,  floliirs  Kiver,  steamei's  Cimarrofi  and  E,  B.  Hale, 
Guard  ship  at  Port  Royal,  Vandulia. 
In  Port  Royal,  Wabth^h  and  Vennant^  and  the  following  vessels  under 
goin^^  repairs,  viz,  steamers  Matbhhi^oA^  WaU^r   Witrh^  Seha<fo^  FIaa 
trfo,  (JnciiH^  and  Painxm;  sehooner  Ilope^  disputrh  \'esseL 
Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

8.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear-AdmiraU  Vnmdg.  South  Atl4M\tic  Blockading  AStpmdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJm  Naiyy^  Wa»/un4/Um. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Du  Ptmt^  V.  xS'.  Mivi/,  t<>  Onnmunder  Sti 
9naji^  U.  S,  Navtf^   Co^amandlmj  U,  S*  S,  Paul  Jones^  t<f  asmimell 
{xmiTmind  of  the  Slockade  of  St,  SimoT^^e  Saund^  Geary  ia. 

Flagship  Wabash; 
Port  Roytd  HaThyr,  S.  C,  October  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  PanJ  Junti<  under  your  com- 
mand to  St*  Simon'ti  and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  tliat  station 
and  the  contiguous  watei's. 

General  Saxton  is  desirous  of  sending  the  Darlington  up  the  Alta- 
nmha  for  supplies  of  rice  for  the*  (contrabands.  Please  give  her  such 
proteetion  as  may  be  desirable  which  will  not  interfere  with  your  block- 
ading duties. 

All   friendly  contrabands  asking  protection  you  will   receive  and 
ration,  if  need  be,  until  sent  for  by  General  Saxton, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

a  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  C.  Steedman, 

f7.  A  A?.  Paid  Jmies^  Port  Royal* 

P.  S.— 1  learn  the  condition  of  the  Western  World  requires  her  to 
return  at  once  to  Port  Royal.  You  will  therefore  dispatch  her  to  this 
port,  and  whatever  excess  of  stores  she  may  have  you  will  distribute 
to  the  other  vessels. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes  had  better  take  jmssage  in  her  to 
thLs  place, 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S,  Mwy^  regarding  the  erder 
of  tfie  Depart meni  to  Acting  Vblmiteer  Lieutenant  Carend/y^  com' 
manding  u,  S.  bark  Genuhok, 

Flaqshjf  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  TTarlor,  8.  C,  OctA^}er^9,  1S62, 
Sir:  By  the  mail  this  morning  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  orders* 
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sent  by  the  Department  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cavendy.  of 
the  (irmA^l; 

On  the  24th  instant,  in  consequonce  of  verbal  orders,  which  I  had 
received  in  Washington,  I  dispatcrhed  the  bark  Midnic/ht  to  Si,  Andrew's 
to  relieve  the  GeniHbok\  and  ordered  the  latter  veBsel  to  Tui'He  Bay 
[Harbor]  for  the  purpoa^e  of  protecting  the  coal  ships,  directing  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cavendy  to  re|K>rt  to  Acting  Rear-Adiuiiul 
Wilkes  by  letter. 

Very  respeetfullv,  your  tjl^edient  servant, 

8.  F.  pu  Pont, 
Sear^Admiraly  Cmnd^,  Smdh  Athntic  JihM'.}cading  S*pimlrnn, 

Hon,  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  nf  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Order  of  Commander  Steedman^  U.  S>  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lientenant  Budd^  IK  S,  Nmry^  cammanding  U.  S,  S,  Ihtomnka^ 
to  proceed  to  Sapdo  Sounds  Georgia, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
St.  Smio7i\  Ge*m/ia,  Ocioher  29,  ISm. 
Sir:  So  .soon  as  the  tide  serves  you  will  proceed  with  the  Potormka 

I  under  \"our  coiiiniand  to  Sapelo  Sound.     Take  the  JirazUiera  in  tow 
and  tow^  her  to  St.  Catherine's,  anchoring  her  in  the  most  suitable  place 
for  a  sailing  vessel  to  hlockade* 
Having  accomplished  this,  you  will  blockade  Sapelo  Sound. 
I  am,  i?ir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Stkedman, 
Comviand<^r  and  Senior  Officer  I^esetit, 
Acting  Voluuteer  Lieutenant  William  Budd, 
Commanding  IL  S.  Gunhoat  Potomska. 

Letter  from  Captatn  lic/d^ers^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Bear-Admtrall}ii  Pont^ 
^H  U.  aS\  A^avy^  offer Ing  »uggestin7v»  in  regard  to  attacks  vponfort^  hy 
^H       mailed  vessels, 

^^K  U.  S.  S.  Galena, 

^^V  Offlfmeport  Neim,  OcP^l^r29,  180^, 

^M  Dear  Admiral:  I  have  some  diffidence  in  offering  thoughts  in  regard 
^"  to  attacks  upon  forti^  l>y  mailed  vesi§els.  I  presume  that  generally, 
\        however,  officers  charged  with  such  great  resfjonsihilities  as  yourself 

are  not  unwilling  to  receive  suggestions  in  order  to  combine  such  as 
i        may  seem  good  with  your  own  lueas,  leaving  it  to  your  greater  expe- 
^H    rience  and  better  judgment  ti)  modify  or  reject  what  I  offer, 
^V        I  staH  with  two  propositions,  tirst^  that  Fort  Sumter  has  the  most 

formidable  artillerv  that  the  Confederacy  can  either  make  or  procure; 
^_  next,  that  you  will  seek  to  conquer  while  receiving  the  least  damage; 
^H  to  run  no  risk  not  necessiiry  to  success;  to  avoid  every  chance  of  injury 
^H  90  far  as  this  avoidance  com]K)rt.H  with  the  ends  desired. 
^H  H  we  can  tind  a  distance  at  which  our  projectiles  will  breach  a  fort 
^^   while  the  tire  of  the  fort  will  be  harmless  against  our  ironclads,  we 

shall  have  solved  a  very  necessaiy  problem.     If,   upon   studying  a 
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chart,  we  fitid  that  a  harbor  admits  of  taking  a  position  destructive  to 
the  eneiuy  and  secure  to  our  vessels,  then,  niimanly  speaking^,  it  on!\^ 
remains  to  make  the  altiick  to  insure  victon\ 

Experiments  at  iron  turrets  repre^^enting  the  resistance  of  ships 
throw  valuable  light.      Unhapi>ily  we  are   without  the  inforaiatioa  \ 
whit^h  our  experimenti^i  would  give,  if  we  have  mu<le  any.     The  Eng- 
lish trials,  however,  come  into  play. 

At  Shoeburyness  the  Englisa  CTOvernment  has  tried  the  heaviest 
artillery  whicli  tlie  manufaeturei*s  felt  inclined  U)  offer  against  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Warrffytff  side — like  that  of  the  fjlmre  and  our  own  Iron- 
aides^  4i  inches  of  iron  pliite,  backed  with  wood. 

Sir  William  AiiBstrongs  gun  failed  to  pierce  this  target  at  600  yards, 
but  the  Wbitworth  gun,  at  tJOO  yards,  '"was  found  .successful  not  only 
with  shot,  but  even  with  shelL'* 

The  only  account  which  I  have  seen  of  tJio  recent  experiments?  at 
Shoeburyness  is  a  very  incomplete  one  from  the  Livei-pool  Times.  The 
Liverpool  Times  quotes  the  London  Times  yix»n  the  same  subject  to 
the  following  effect:  "'No  gun  has  yet  been   produced  which   could 

Eierce  the  sides  of  a  frigate  like  the  llW/wV/r  at  3j>00  j^ards,  or  even 
alf  that  di.'^tance."  I  learn  from  the  article  that  a  gun  can  pierce  4i 
inches  of  iron  heavily  backed  with  wood  at  000  yards'  distance  both 
with  shot  and  with  shell;  but  that  at  1.500  yards  it  is  iuipenetrable. 

I  think  that  it  will  be  safe  to  assume  that  at  l,'200or  1,300 yards  our 
ironclads  will  be  secure;  but  at  a  distance  somewhat  greater  than  this 
Beauregard  breached  the  walls  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  range  of  5-second 
fuzes  is  about  1,350  yards. 

In  a  line  dmwn  from  Foit  Sumter  about  N.  N.  W..  at  the  distance 
of  1,200  or  1,300  yards,  is  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  harl»or,  about 
2,!2(H)  yards  from  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  same  distance  froiu  Fort 
Johnson- 

Describe  the  arc  of  a  circle,  say  1,250  yards,  from  Fort  Sumter  as 
a  center,  let  one  end  of  the  arc  he  a  mile,  or  1,760  3'ards,  from  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  the  other  end  the  same  distance  from  Fort  Johnson. 
This  arc,  so  bounded,  will  Im  half  a  mile  in  extent^  on  it  the  ships  may 
lie  so  far  apart  that  a  shot  aimed  at  one  can  hit  no  other  vessel.  This 
meets  the  problem  on  the  first  page, 

Lastl},  it  will  be  preferable  t4>  take  too  great  a  distance  at  first  and 
then  close  in,  rather  than  fall  into  the  opposite  error  of  going  too  near  ' 
at  first  and  then  withdniwing. 

The  exact  distancn  wliich  you  may  decide  to  take  can  easily  be  picked 
up  by  the  ships  hy  measuring  with  a  sextant  the  angle  subtended  either 
by  the  height  of  the  fort  or  its  sides  upon  a  given  l^earing. 

Any  otficer  from  the  Naval  Academy  will  calculate  the  necessary 
angle. 

I  should  be  inclined  to  anchor — better  aim,  less  danger  from 
torpt*does, 

AH  theoretic4il  rules  insist  upon  the  concentration  of  force.  In  act- 
ual warfare  this  is  rarely  possilde,  except  to  such  genius  as  that  of 
Naix>leon.  In  Charleston  it  becomes  so  easy  that  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  neglect  it. 

When  the  ironclads  come  out  overwhelm  them  with  your  whole 
force;  then  take  the  forts  successively  in  quiet, 

I  have  amused  myself  in  attempting  to  place  the  mortar  Ixmts  in 
Charleston  Harbor.     I  was  embarrassed  to  hnd  a  position  for  them. 
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Do  the  creeks  from  Stcmo  offer  onoi 

Any  vesi^t'ls  you  may  huve  to  piL^li  up  the  Cooper  and  Ashley  should 
have  good  protection  from  shiirpsliooters,  especially  for  the  pilot  aod 
helDisinan.     Thi.s  1  have  lennied  in  James  River, 

Of  course  1  do  not  expect  you,  adrriiml,  to  do  nn>re  than  receive 
this  as  the  honest  ctmviction  of  one  who  has  a  deep  interest  in  your 
success;  and  who  confides  in  your  own  straightforward  ivui-poses  to 
accept  it  as  an  humble  otl'ering,  to  be  put  in  the  crucible  or  your  judg- 
ment and  coiue  out  for  what  it  is  worth, 

The  prolileni  of  distance  is  original  with  nie,  though  other  people 
have,  no  doubt,  discussed  the  same  question.  It  is  of  such  high  mi- 
portance  that  had  I  to  solve  it  I  should  call  in  more  knowledge  than  I 
profess  to  have. 

Captain  Dahlgren  was  on  board  to-day.  1  mentioned  the  subject  to 
him  and  told  him  that  he  was  better  able  to  decide  the  question  involved 
than  anyone  I  knew. 

Very  res|>ectfully  and  affectionately, 

JoJUi   EODOKHS* 

Admiral  Du  Pont, 


I 


Letter  from   Rear- Admiral  Du  PmiL  U,   S,  Nmyy^  to   Cmmm)doTe 
Bailey^  U.  S,  Namj^  regarding  the  defaue%  ftf  Cfmrlest^m^  S,  C. 

Wabash, 
Port  Roijal,  S,  C,  CMd^erSO,  1S62. 
My  Dear  Bailev:  *  *  ♦  I  hope  under  Providence  that  I  may 
continue  to  meet  the  expectations  of  my  naval  friends.  1  feel  that 
A'Cry  heavy  work  is  liefore  me,  for  tliei'e  seems  a  morbid  appetite  in 
the  land  to  have  Charleston,  It  is  natural  it  should  be  so  for  two  rea- 
sons— it  is  the  enidle  of  this  wicked  rebellioti;  secondly,  our  armies 
have  been  a  dead  failure,  and  Init  for  the  Navy  the  nation  would  now 
be  in  sackcloth  and  ashc^s,  perhaps  suing  for  peace;  certainly  foreign 
intervention  would  have  l>een  upi>n  us.  If  a  single  tithe  of  tliat  Poto- 
mac army  had  been  sent  to  this  region  after  the  capture  of  the  forts 
here.  Savannah  and  Charleston  vv ould  have  fallen  with  scarcely  any 
loss  of  life  under  a  joint  openition.  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome 
now  have  increased  a  thousandfold  since  then.  Engli.sh  people  who 
have  been  into  Charleston  call  it  a  Sebastc»pijlj  and  smile  at  the  idea  of 
its  being  taken.  The  Department  thinks  it  can  he  done  with  a  few^ 
monitors,  and  iti\k^  of  four;  Ingrahani  has  two  insidcj  so  that  two 
more  are  t*xpected  to  tiike  nine  fort^.  You  are  aware  there  is  *'  no  run- 
ning by  v'  the  harlK*r  is  a  bog,  or  cid  de  sai\  to  sa}"  nothing  of  obstruc- 
tions, which  ironclads  are  nnich  less  serviceable  in  removing,  as  you 
know,  than  wr»oden  vessels  with  their  boats  and  appliances,  I  lyope 
and  believe  we  can  do  the  job  as  well  as  most  people.  I  shall  certainly 
try.     All  this  between  oui-selves. 


Most  truly,  your  friend. 

Commodore  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Sackistfs  Harbor^  New  Tbrk* 


S,  F.  Du  Pont. 
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Order  of  the  Sectetary  of  the  jYiivy  to  ike  com/niamdant  natyi/  yard^  Boa-  j 
t&n^  ref/ardintj  the  17.  S.  *S,  Huron. 

Navy  Depaetmknt,  October  30^  1S62. 
Sir:  Send  the  U.   S«  gunboat  Huron  m  charge  of  her  executivaj 
officer  to  Poll  Koyal,  witu  ordei-a  to  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Dii  Pool 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  iitervunt, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Conmiodore  Jno,  11  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard^  Boston, 


General  order  of  Bear'Admiral  Du  Pont,    ZK   S.  Navy^  regetrdifi 
eohyrs  to  he  worn  hy  jxrhtJi. 

Genkral  Ohdek.'^,  I  U,  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

Nt>.  lit.  \      Pm4  Royal  Ifarlm\  S\  a.  fJcUAr  ^Kl  1862. 

When  foreign  vesselti  attem]>ting  to  run  in  or  out  of  ii  blockaded 

port  are  captured,  the  flag  ni  tlie  eountry  tn  whi<"h  they  belong  mu8t 

be  worn  until  their  ease8  are  adjiulieated. 

The  American  flag  will  be  carried  at  the  fore  to  indieate  that  they^ 
are,  for  the  time^  under  charge  of  United  States  officers. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Bear- Admiral^  Comdij.  So^th  Atlantic.  Blorhadimj  Sf/uadran, 


Oi'derof  Bear'Admiml  I}u  Pant,  U.  S.  Nam/^  to  Oommunder  WerdmhA 
U^  S,  Nmn/^  fymrmamiinff  lu  S.  8.  Conemaugh,  to  jyroceed  to  WasA 
saw  Somui^  Geo7*gia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
I'nrt  Boy  id  Ilarlwr,  S.  C,  Oetober  JO,  1SC2, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Coneniaugk  under  vour  com-j 
mnnd  to  WiLssaw  and  nAieve  the  Pateuce  in  the  blockade  of  that  sound. 
The  Pawftfe  on  being  relieved  will  repair  at  once  to  this  anehoiiige.  j 
Respectful] V,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bea7^'Ad7n{rai, 
ConmiaiidiM*  Reed  Werden, 

U,  S*  S>  Conefnauyh, 


Order  of  Betir- Admiral  Du  Pont^  L\ 

U,  ZK  6\  Navy^  regarding  measures  frr  the  capture  of  ttoo  sch4 


S.  Nani/^  to  Commande-r 
hidiy   '^'    _     ^       "  '       ' 

i^>ading  at  Namiu^Fla 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  BoyalHarhf^r,  K  a,  Ovtc^^er  30,  18G2. 
I  leai*n  fi'om  Fernandina  that  two  schooners  are  loading  with 
ootlofi  and  tun>entine  at  Nassau  (Florida),  At  high  water  there  is 
f  roin  91^  to  10  feet  water,  but  not  more*  There  was  a  battery  there 
which  was  abandoned  when  we  captured  Fernandina.  If  vessels  are 
loading  they  uniy  have  put  up  some  w^ork  to  protect  thenL 
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Will  you  pleas©  send  the  Halsio  examine  into  thin;,  feeling  her  way, 
and  ca^iire  the  schooners rf 
Kespectfullyj  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bmr'AdmiraL 
Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

IL  S.  S*  CimuT7*mi^  St*  John^». 


Order  of  Command^T  Steedimw^  U.  S.  Nhvf/^to  Actmg  Miutei* Mer!am^ 
U.  o*  iVJri^y,  amimanding  IL  S.  S,  Madgu\  to  praceed  to  £h/bay 
Sfmnd^  6  i  org  HI. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
St.  Simofi's,  Geiwgm,  Octoher  SO,  1862. 
Sib:  So  soon  as  you  are  reud}^  for  aorvMce  you  will  proceed  vnth  the 
Jdadtjie  under  your  coininand  to  Doboy  and  relieve  the  Western  \\\*rhL 
You  will  say  to  the  corn nia tiding  officer  of  the  WeBterri  World  that  I 
wish  him  to  join  mo  here  with  all  dispatch. 

1  aoi,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  Frank  B,  Mkriam, 

Communding  U.  S,  S.  Mkdgw* 


Hepart  of  Rear 'Admiral  Du  Pont^  IL  S.  Nitvy^  transmitting  report  of 
a  re€onnoissan€€  in  Ff^tg  River ^  South  Carolina^  Octtjher  30,  JS6'^, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rogid  Jlorhor,  S.   C\,  Noreudter  11,  186^. 
Str:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  the 
latest  communication  received  from  Acting  Lieutenant  Conover,  of  the 
Miae  Smit/t,  who  is  on  blockading  duty  in  the  iSUmo, 

The  Dt^partnient  will  perceive  that  the  rebels  are  constantly  strength- 
ening and  enlarging  their  defensc^s  on  Jame,s  Island. 
Very  respectfuUv,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Re4ir- Admiral^  Conidg,  South  Ati<mtie  Bloehnding  Sqimdron, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  th^^  Navg,  Wmhington,  I).  (\ 

[EncJowirtt.] 

U,  S.  S.  Isaac  SMrni. 
Stojw  Inlet,  OcP>f}cr  SU  ISm^ 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  while  up  the  Folly  River,  near  the 
month  of  what  is  called  Light-House  Creek,  on  Frirlay,  Octolier  80,  I 
saw  very  distinctly  fi'oni  the  masthead  the  rebel  camps  around  Seces- 
sionville  and  their  line  of  fortifications  stretching  over  toward  the  Stono 
River.  They  are  being  constantly  strengthened,  I  judge,  from  the  num- 
ber of  men  seen  working  upon  them,  pirticularly  that  paii  which  com- 
mands Light-House  Creek,    The  embankments  there  seemed  very  heavy 
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and  of  fresh  earth.  It  was  thought  by  some  of  tho  officers  and  by  the 
signal  ijuarterinast'er,  who  wti«  at  the  masthead,  that  there  were  at  least 
5(H>  tents  in  the  eneiinipnient.  My  estimate,  or  rather  guess,  did  not 
go  beyond  3Uti,  The  fact  of  the  encainpoient  is.  of  course,  known  to 
you,  sir,  but  I  thought  it  proper  to  report  the  line  of  strong  and 
apjiarently  new  works  which  are  being  i-aised  up  around  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  CONOVEB, 

Actifhg  Lieutenant^  Cornmandin^ 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

<hfnd</.  Stfutli  Afktntic  Bhjckadlng  SqiW/drfm^  Port  Royal^  S.  (7. 


Ahnfravt  lf*g  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless ^  At4in^  Vfjlunteer  Zietdenf^ 
Cimroy^  U.  A  Navy^  W7nm4inding^  regarding  th^  ^eisitre  of  the 
Confmerate  aUmp  Susan  McPherson* 

Odd)er  SU  1S62, — At  8:30  p.  m.  saw  a  sloop;  sent  an  armed  boat  in 
to  int^?rcept  her.  At  7:15  }>out  returned  with  sloop,  which  proved  to 
l>e  the  Sman  McPfiermn^  of  Charleston,  in  charge  of  a  free  negro, 
No  cargo. 

Novemher  28, — At  8:45  a,  m.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy 
turned  over  the  command  of  this  ship  to  Acting  Master  W.  K,  Browne, 
and  left  the  vessel. 


Order  nfilie  Secretary  of  the  Nazy  to  Captmn  Ikihlgren^  V.  S>  Nwvy^ 
for  the  coniinuii/nee  of  his  services  as  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordr 
nance. 

Navi'  Department,  JVfH^emher  i,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  eoumuinication  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  received.  I  am 
gratified  that  the  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  peraiit 
given  you  to  t4ikn  one  of  the  ironclads  into  Charleston  is  removed.  As 
the  wliole  oliject  and  intention  were  to  gratify  you,  at  some  inconven- 
ience to  the  Department  and  the  service,  and  as  it  i^  not  so  received 
and  considercMi  by  yourself,  but  is  accepted  under  con'^traint  and  per- 
sonal sacrifice,  1  deeui  it  for  the  true  interest  of  the  eountiy  that  you 
should  not  leave,  even  temporarily,  the  important  liureau  and  ordnance 
duties  confided  to  you  and  which  require  your  constant  and  undivided 
attention,  I  therefore  revoke  the  tender  tliat  was  made  you  of  an 
aroied  vessel  in  the  Charleston  expedition. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Na/oy^ 
Captain  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

Chief  of  Hureau  of  Ordftrafk^e* 


Letter  from  Hear- Admiral  Du  Poniy  U*  S,  JViivy^  to  the  mUii'ary  gov- 
emftr  of  South  Candina  regarding  destitide  Gontrahands, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  8.  C  Ntn^einher  ^,  ISeS. 
General:  I  received  this  morning  a  dispatch  from  the  senior  officer 
at  Georfjetown,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  has  250  contrabands 
under  his  charge,  very  destitute  of  clothing;  others  coming  in  every 
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T  regret  I  can  not  offer  you  any  assistance  in  the  way  of  tmneporta- 
tion,     I  have  direeted  Commander  Duncan  to  supply  such  with  cloth- 
ing as  are  absolutely  nutfering  for  want  of  it. 
Eesptictfullvj  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Beur'Adniirai'. 
Brigadier-GeTieral  Saxton, 

Millt^xry  Go^Tnor  Sauth  Carolina. 


of  log  of  the    TT^    K  S.    Wissahickofi,,  Lieutenant- Cmnmunder 

Davw^  K  S,  Navy^  mmmanding. 

Na\)emler  2,  186^. — From  12  to  4,  Great  Ogeechee  River:  At  12 
discovered  a  boat  up  the  river  pulling  downstream.  Sent  an  armed 
boat  to  meet  her,  the  stmuge  lioat  having  five  men  in  her.  When  nhe 
turned  and  pulled  rapidly  upstream,  fireathe  I20'pounder  rifle  to  bring 
her  to.  The  boat  continued  on;  got  underway  ancf  steamed  up  the  riv^er; 
tired  another  shot  hut  failed  to  bring  her  to.  She  succeeded  in  getting 
under  guns  of  Genesis  battery;  recalled  the  boat  when  abinit  2  miles 
off  the  battery.  Let  go  the  port  anchor  to  bring  the  ship  to,  when  we 
tired  another  shot  which  exploded  dii'ei'tly  over  the  battery.  They 
fired  tive  shots  in  return,  but  they  fell  sliort  of  us.  At  1:4U  got 
underway  and  steamed  down  to  our  anchorage. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dn  Pont,  U*  S*  Na\yy^  to  U-eutenant-  Com- 
mander Maxwell^  U*  S*  Navy^  mmrfiandlng  tL  S\  aS'.  Pavrnee^  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  of  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyal  Harbar,  S,  C^  Nm^miher  S,  1862. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  3'ou  are  ready  yon  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Pawnee  under  you  command  to   Pliikdelphia,  and   on   your  arrival 
there  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  commandant  of  tne  yard  and 
through  him  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 

The  Pawnee  has  been  a  lon^^  time  out,  and  I  now  setid  her  north  that 
the  vessel  may  undergo  repairs  and  the  olEcers  and  crew  take  some 
relaxation. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  commanded  tlie  Pawnee  since  Captain  Drayton  left  her, 
Kespeetfully,  etc., 

S-  F.  l)Li  Pont, 

Sear-Adndral, 
Lieuteuaot-Coinmander  J.  G.  Maxwell, 

U.  8.  8.  Paym6€. 


I 


Report  of  Com^mandsr  Woodhnll,  U.  S,  iV*7i'y,  emnniandim/  U.  8.  8. 
Vimurron^  regarding  gsjieral  jnatters  in  tf^  mcinity  of  St,  John^s 
Ri/ver^  Fl<prida, 

U.  S.  S,  Cimakron, 
St,  John's  River,  FlorNh,  JV^retmiher  3,  ISG}^. 
Admtkal:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  up  to  this  time  ever}iihing 
remains  quiet  so  far  as  it  is  |H>ssible  for  us  to  a.»^certain.     I  have  main- 
tained a  constant  reconuoissance  of  the  river  as  far  upas  Jacksonville. 


Tip-  final •fiiansr  ir  -tiar  iiwn  i#ii&  ik 

Hi/i  r  >  *n««^r^:iiiw»  tuBT  V  jHMclr  "»*■•"■*"  joi: : 

ITi**  iru-T'il^  iTP  -nil  n  iiimivs"-  ih 
irr-fi   r    ar  -^las  -st%ma  inr  if  ti«*^  _ 
ir  i^^jtf^.  J  ▼•<nifi  :psftittii»  Hitx  imn  -^tp?— Ttnmr  n 

T*  lar*  lit-  iiu-'jens^  ir  i  ^rnip^  -j^mih^  jc ^^kir  Tjnvfu 
T  rii^x.  -  v.<aii*n.  uirx  «mzi^  jaiT  ui^^i  rsiiarpa.  hhl  a.] 

3«ri.     TTu*   ii*Tr   firL-^^rrnr  .mjw   if  Hf    J  iiiib«xesiib^ 

^mmij^  z^.rt»rTU)n.  "w^  '¥r\nia  -i»»n  i«r^  in  *somib^  »f  'iasiu  ■*s«  _     _ 

Tr  .-^  ii?«i  -dutfi  tiar  'iu^  ?>g#ir!P*L  mpiiinn  ir  -ysms^zmg  "inR  W^nrsdm 
••svii>  111  uuim^r  lir-rrrrTT  U4i  '4Ui?«niiiiiif  Tf^it^ja.  ir  JLAnannL sn«}^ 

ill-*!'*  't  »#-- rir  n  -iii.wr?iii**nir-  uminif  "iie  SjjaiUHkfk  ^  Jvsn^  ji!lKiL}a 
•:uj*  tiarr**-  rijr  »4pi  ii'7")'t-i  iuhejxukul  IsmiifL  "n^  lieiiied  s  £ii}w 
' \air  **p>T*.  ui*i   lii-i  'HIT   jpTt**^  ^^frairnmr  *l*^  T«r:»rm   re  3e  !£ccie 

Tr  .»-  r*';rrv-i  "v.  oie  ■nr^iura  r^^'^^'aj-^  '?»jar":^s>  ^hoc  ^ns:*  i>  nijwra 

%#  -oar  i*»f*»>?<ftir7  ir^'^p.  Tl^ii^^  Jiir^  ?<:iiie  1  '•'  ima^  ami  iwH^srs. 
^  ^^rxi-:    •  .1:  -irj*    iif.mfini.ii,  it*  Z   iieaiL  x   jf  'jnp«ir3Biin«^  oac  ya« 

laiit  -A**  *•-• *a'a*  '-.mtirnia  t  iht^  ±nmi^  i*  mrr?  muirr^^iL  I  ^nfir 
•5iv.a.r  -fti**  *ai;»::i'  la.-**  rue  "ir:i:«?r  r«r«ir^  3i2iiii*  vxjimc  fir^Jgr  ae&ij. 
In****,  •/>-  .1'. »: •/-"'. rr::i.i»**:  ir^rvi'  :i?  iH^r'iHa."^  rn*i>  in  it*r  ia?  ^ppnSKift^ 

**Vfc4.   r;rji  '»-..7  ir.i:-  tf^-  r:»:n«i^  :i  izLCEZLiuS.ii  f:c  rcjr  3»?*Ty  gMfcSw 

w»  •  'o..''.    y.  i  /v-.**:  .v-ar.7  "irj-^*  TrAr  T-^  i^tt  iir-TT  i.r^fkrTv^i  from  tbe 
^i\'^.  ''.^.ifi'.*'*  tr.i-:    .•«"»-  cf  zij^  "rr!w«rt  TTEtic  ±15  ram  .>f  tb*  Mi^rfaide 

;>*.*  A-:;.'.;*^.  r.  f ,  I/r;  PoXT.  U.  S.  Navy. 
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^tT  tif  Rmr- Admiral  Un  Ptnit^  fL  S,  JVmn/^  to  Vmnmandfrr  Brmt- 
mmit^  IL  S,  Nani^^cammanding  U*  S.  S*  Seba4/otoas»umccommund 
at  Gei>njetmmi'^  3.  C- 

FLAosHir  Wabash, 
IhH  Emjal  Harhtrr,  S.  C,  Nmejnier  4,  tS€^^ 
,    Sir:  Yoo  will  please  proceed  with  the  Sehago  under  your  command 
to  Georgetown,  iS.  C,  and  relieve  the  Nonelch^  Commander  Duncan, 
in  charge  of  those  waters. 

Commander  Duncan  reports  the  rebels  as  getting  some  guns  in  posi- 
tion a  few  miles  np.  I  have  directed  bim  on  your  arrival  to  feel  the 
work  and  destroy  it,  if  the  two  vessels  can  do  so  without  unnecessary 
hazard. 

Commander  Duncan  wil!  give  you  every  information  with  regard  to 
those  water's  which  his  experience  well  enables  him  to  give. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  Adrnind. 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

K  S.  S.  S^go. 


Mepprt  of  Rmr-Adtnirttl  Du  Pont^  IK  S.  iVai^i/,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Uonfe^lerate  pilot  boat  Wavi-  h/  ths  U,  S.  S.  K  B.  Jlate^  Navemher 
4,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royfd  Ufjj^mr,  S,  a,  JV^yvemher  U,  JS6^. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U,  S,  S. 
^.  j9.  I/a/c  on  the  4th  instant,  in  Nassau  River,  captured  the  schooner 
WaiHi^  loaded  with  turpentine  and  cotton.     No  one  was  found  tm  board; 
no  papers, 

1  have  transshipped  her  cargo  (the  Wave  being  too  small  to  send 
north)  to  the  schooner  GovtTnt/r  Burton^  bound  to  Philadelphia, 

May  I  recjuest  the  Department  to  direct  the  nav}"  agent  at  Philadel- 
phia to  pay  the  freight  on  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  tenns  of 
the  enclosed  bill  of  lading?  Enclosed  is  a  master  roll  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  E.  B,  Hale. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F,  pu  Pont, 
RmT^Admiraly  Conidg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^  Namy. 


Report  of  Commander  WbodkuU^  U.  S,  Ifm^y^  commanding  IT.  S.  8. 

Civmrran^  of  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  pilot  hoat  Wai^e^  Novem- 
her  4j  1862^  and  regarding  affairs  in  St.  John^s  River,  l*lorida. 

U,  S.  S.  CiMAREON, 

St,  John' If  Rivtr,  Fhrrida,  Novemhr  7,  1^2, 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  HOth  instant  [ultimo],  and  also  to  loforni  you 
that  1  had  arranged  to  carry  out  the  plan  you  proposed  ei"e  it  came  to 
band. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  dispatched  the  Ihilt  to  Nassau  Rivei 
to  capture  and  bring  away  the  two  vessels  said  to  he  in  that  localitv- 
I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  perfect  success  of  t&e 
enterprisie.     One  vessel,  the  pilot  boat  ]r'a*v,  was  found  fully  loade  ' 
and  r^dy  for  sea.     She  was  brought  off  *safely.     Her  cargo  eoDsi^tail 
of  cotton  and  tui'pentine.     The  Wavt  is  an  old  acmiaintance.     She  waa| 
formerly  known  a?*  the  Fri^n<h^  of  Fernandina*     This  vessel  was  found 
in  Lofton  Creek;  she  had  been  fired,  but  not  damaged.     Those  havin| 
her  in  charge  escaped  too  suddenly  to  make  good  their  efforts  towan 
her  destruction. 

At  Holmes'  Milk  was  found  a  schooner  of  about  50  tons;  she  was  an 
old  vessel,  uncoppered,  without  lading,  and  appeared  to  have  been  out 
of  service  for  some  time  and  laid  up.     Under  the  circumstances  she  ^ 
was  burned.     It  is  also  rej>orted  to  me  that  at  Holmes'  Mills  is  accumu- 
lat-ed  an  immense  <|uantity  of  fine,  newlv  manufactured  lumber,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  a  million  feet.     Ought  it  not  to  be  removed?     Vessels, i 
loaded,  drawing   11^  feet,  can  pass  the  bar  of  Nassau  River,     Fivel 
good,  low-draft,   empty  coal  ve^^els  could  accomnlish  this,  and  the] 
whole  business  (if  a  few  hands  extra  were  sent  on  ooard  these  vessels] 
to  aid  the  loading)  could  be  accomplished  without  risk  or  loss  of  lif0^ 
in  a  couple  or  three  days.     These  mills  are  upon  a  small  island,  easily  j 
defended.     Most  of  this  lumljer  is  suitable  for  decks,  jast  the  mate- 1 
rial  most  wanted  and  most  difficult  to  be  obtained  at  our  navy  yards  at 
the  North. 

1  send  the  Waw  to  Port  Royal  subject  to  your  orders,  deeming  her 
too  small  m  vessel  to  risk  at  this  season  of  the  year  a  voyage  to  New 
York  or  Philadelphia,  The  schooner  appears  to  be  a  stout  little 
affair  and  would  make  a  capital  dispatch  boat* 

Captain  Snell  inf onus  nie  that  twenty-two  contralmnds  took  advan- 
tage of  the  presence  of  the  Hale  by  a<x*omimnying  her  down  the  river; 
they,  in  boats,  proceeded  by  the  inltind  passages  to  Fernandina.  He 
also  says  there  were  no  signs  of  an  enemy  at  anv  point  of  the  river  to 
be  seen,  nor  conjd  he  discover  that  this  river  liad  been  used  by  the 
blockade  runners  for  the  ]iast  three  or  four  months. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  crew  list  of  the  IIah\  containing  the  names , 
of  all  conneited  with  the  capture  of  the  rebel  schooner  Wave* 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  WOODHULL, 

Commander^  l^>  S»  JTaify 
Bewr-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomd^,  S<mth  Atlantic  Bl^jcladin^  ^SywWrtw,  Ihrt  Royal^  S*  Ctl 


ition  for  the  interception  of  Confederati^  mail  hetween  Ch 
ton  and  Oeorgetowriy  S*  C,  November  J^^  18$2. 

Beport  of  Bear- Admiral  Bu  Pont,  V,  8.  Kavy^ 

Flaoship  Wabash, 

Port  Min/al  Harbor,  S.  C,  JVt^embtr  J  I,  186^, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  capture  of  j 

the  postman  with  two  mail  bags  on  the  route  between  Charleston  and] 
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the  Santce,  through  the  coergy  and  enterprise  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutemuit  E.  Conroy,  of  the  V,  S.  bark  Restl^M,  LieiiteiiHiit  ( 'onroy 
having  re<.'cived  information  as  t^  the  time  when  the  ennier  of  the 
mails  would  pass,  and  considering  that  valuable  documents  might  l>e. 
interrepted,  sent  Acting  Masters  Mate  James  J,  RusseU  with  two 
contmbands  on  shore  in  a  small  boat  Enclosed  is  a  eopy  of  the 
rep>rt  of  that  offieer  of  the  circumstance^s  of  the  capture  in  which  he 
seems  to  have  displayed  discretion  as  well  as  determmation^  and  lH*ing 
\weli  recommended  in  other  respects,  I  have  made  him  an  acting  ensign, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  department 

The  mail  bags  contiiined  a  numl>er  of  letters  and  a  few  papers;  of 
the  former  few  were  of  any  interest,  and  none  conveying  information 
of  pftrticiilar  vahie  to  ns,  I  have  enclosed  them  all  to  the  IVpart- 
ment  in  two  sepnrate  envelopas,  one  containing  the  only  letters  which 
I  consider  of  interest. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

S.  F.  IX:  Pont, 
ReaT-Admrml^  Comdg.  Smdh  Athmtw  Bhjcl'ading  Sqtwdraru 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

SeiTeidri/  f{f  the  JVavt/^   Wiuhlngton. 


B«p€rC  of  Aetimg^  VoliwCeer  laeutenaiit  Cokiroy,  tJ.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  bark  BoBtlots, 
trantmittiiig  additianal  report. 

On  Board  the  IL  S.  Bahk  Uk8TLE88, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reix^rting  the  capture  \%f  the  postman  with 
the  CharlestoTv  mails  fur  Sant^/e,  etc.  Having  Imd  rehable  information 
with  regsird  to  thc^  time  the  postman  passed,  and  feeling  sure  we  might 
get  late  Charleston  ^)apers  and  other  news  of  ijiterest  to  you  and  our 
Government,  I  sent  in  Acting  Master's  Mate  James  J.  Ryssell  vester- 
dfty  afternoon.  The  boat  returned  this  morning  at  tt:30  a.  m.,  Kaving 
Ml6en  entirely  successful. 

The  F!*tg  being  in  sight,  I  forwiirded  the  two  mail  bags  and  Milligan, 
the  postman. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  James  J.  Russell  has  carried  out  my  instruc- 
tions to  the  letter  tin  this  expeditiun,  and  deserves  your  approv^aL 
Enclosed  please  receive  his  rejmrt  t(»  me, 

II  am,  most  respectfull3%  3'Our  obedient  servant, 
Edw.  Conkoy, 
Act  hit f  Yohmteer  Lieutiynant^  Vaindg,   i\  S*  Bark  RtsiI^eB9. 
Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F*  Du  Pont, 
Qrnidg.  Smdh  Atl^antic  Bktckdg,  Sfpmdran^  Port  Royal^  S,  G, 
*! 


B«pon  of  Acting  Mafltar'fl  Mate  BuiteU,  U.  8.  KaTjt  eommandiiLg  ezpedlttoii. 


U,  S,  liAiiK  Kestless, 
BtdPs  Bay,  South  Carolina^  JVavemher  5,  186^2. 
'8tr:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  accordance  with  your 
orders  I  proceeded  from  Bui  is  Island,  iu  a  small  boat,  with  two  con- 
trabands, armed,  at  2  p.  ul  of  the  4th,  to  proceed  to  Jewey 'S  [Sewee^sJ 


trabands, 
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Landing,  Falraetto  Point.  South  Carolina,  f<ir  the  purpose  of  intcr- 
ce[>tiTiff  tlio  mail  V)etweeii  t^httrlcston  and  ( ieor^etown.     I  arrived  at  the 

>int  tib(mt  5:30  p.  m..  and  pr(x*eeded  to  the  main  road,  alMjut  5  miles 
istiint,  and  learned  from  a  c^ntra^mnd  whom  I  met  on  the  road,  and 
who  woH  acquainted  with  the  two  contraband.s  with  me,  that  the  mail  wa^ 
expected  tmit  night.  I  secreted  myself  and  party  in  the  woods,  close 
hy  the  road,  to  await  its  coming.  At  10: 3U  p.  m.  the  trarrier  came 
atotig  in  a  sulky,  1  immediately  commanded  him  to  halt.  He  a^sked 
by  what  authority,  I  replied,  by  the  authority  of  the  United  Stat 
Government,  He  at  unvv  dismounted  and  told  me  he  was  glad,  for  J 
had  long  wished  for  an  opportunity  to  leave  that  place.  After  search- 
ing ana  finding  him  unarmed,  1  proceeded  to  .search  his  .sulky  and 
found  two  mail  bags,  which  I  took  possession  of.  I  then  made  the 
horse  fast  in  the  woods  and  proceeded,  with  the  mail  carrier  and  the 
three  contrabands,  to  return  to  the  boat.  When  w^ithin  about  30  yards 
of  the  landing  place  1  observed  four  horses  tied  to  the  landing.  After 
aiutiously  looking  around  I  discovered  four  stddiers  (pickets)  on  the 
lookout.  1  then  concealed  myself  and  party  close  at  hand,  where  1 
could  watch  their  movements.  ^i 

Al>out  daylight  they  left,  when  I  immediately  proceeded  to  my  hoi^H 
and  returned  to  the  ship,  arriving  at  9:  3l>  this  a.  m.  -^^ 

The  mail  carrier  (Milligan),  though  close  at  my  side  when  I  discov* 
ered  the  picket.s,  manifested  no  disposition  to  leave  or  give  any  alarm, 
but  reruauied  close  l>v  me.  The  contraband  (Jack  Graddock)  having 
proved  himself  of  great  service  to  me,  and  expressing  a  great  desire 
to  get  off  to  the  fleet,  I  luought  him  i>ff  with  me, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  J.  RU.S8ELL, 

Acting  Mmter^s  Mate^  U,  S.  Bark  Hesll^s. 
Edward  Conrot, 

Actinfj  Volunteer  Lieutetia^nt^  Cmndg.  LL  S,  Jiark  Meatleas. 


Letter  foom  Bear-Admiral  Du  Font,  U.  8.  HaTy,  to  Acting  TolaQteer  Lleutanant  Conroyi 
IT.  8.  Havj,  regarding  the  serricea  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  BasseU. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pm^t  Royal  Harbor,  S.  a,  Novemher  10,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  Uike  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
communications  referring  to  the  capture  of  the  steamers  Scotia  and 
Angliff. 

fioth  these  vessels  I  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudication.  The  engi- 
neers of  the  Scotia  were  paid  for  bringing  the  steamer  io  this  port,  but 
they  subsequently  refused  to  do  duty  in  taking  her  to  New  York. 

T  must  also  acknowledge  your  communication  of ,  giving  a 

list  of  vessels  taken  and  destroyed  by  the  Re^^tle^s  under  your  com- 
mand—a list  which  sufficiently  evidences  the  activity  and  energy  ever 
exhibited  by  you. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  enclosing  the  report  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  J.  J.  Rus-sell,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  the  capture  of 
the  postnmn  and  the  mail  hags,  has  been  duly  received.  This  omcer  cer- 
tainly deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  carried  out 
your  ordors,  andri  have  shown  my  appreciation  of  his  zeal  by  appoint- 
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ing-  him  nn  acting  ensi^ni  from  the  5th  of  Novemlior.  The  two  t-ontra- 
bands  who  went  with  hhn  are  jilso^  I  think,  df^sen  ing-  of  an  advanced 
rate. 

Respectfully  J  etc., 
^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

^V  liLiir-  Admiral, 

V     Acting  Volunteer  Lieutcnjint  E.  CoNKoy, 
K  thmmanding  U,  S.  Bark  MmtiesB. 


*  of  Commander  WmHfhuU,,  IL  A',  Ifiavi/^  regarding  traffic  at  Pilot 


U.  S*  S.  CIMARRON, 

St,  Joh}f\s  Bivf'r^  Finrida,,  JVovrmhr  4^  1862. 
Sir:  There  has  fieeu  ex^^ended  from  this  ship  since  your  arrival  and 
others  at  Pilot  Town  some  llOO  in  small  silver  change,  a  sum  deemed 
sufficient,  with  the  U.  S.  Ti'easurv  notes,  to  transact  all  the  hiLsiness 
of  traffic  permitted  to  he  tmiisjicted  on  board  the  gunboats  now  in  or 
visiting  this  river.  Now,  I  direct  that  in  order  that  this  little  trade 
may  not  Ije  interfered  with  that  this  small  change  shall  l>e  kept  in  cir- 
culation. The  further  hoarding  of  it  will  compel  me  to  forbid  all  fur- 
ther tntde.  As  this  is  considered  an  advantageous  arningement  for 
all  concerned,  T  hope  you  will  intimate  to  the  persons  on  shore  the 
necessity  of  a  full  coeipliance  ^vith  it,  as  trade  can  not  be  conducted 
without  it. 

Very  respectfully*  etc, 

M.   WOODHULL, 

Comm4inder,  U*  S.  Nmiy, 
Mr,  Grace, 

Pilot  Towfij  St  John^a  ^iim\  Flo^rida, 


V 


Ldterfrtmi  the  Seo'et^rg  of  the  JVavg  to  Rear- Admiral  Da  Ptmt.,  U,  S. 
Jfavj/f  regarding  t/rd^ra  ima^d  to  vert^uin  Unlt^  SUUes  vemeh. 


Navy  Department,  N^mjuthr  ^'u  1^6^. 
Sir:  The  steamers  Ststtin  and  IIurf*n  ami  the  storeship  ihurit r  are 
under  orders  for  your  squadron.     The   Ifn^  and   Onward^  ftjrmerly 
attached  to  it,  have,  for  tne  present,  been  ordered  on  special  duty, 
and  the  Gem  ffff/t*^  sSm  has  !>een  ordered  to  the  East  Gulf  8c[uadron. 

The  CimHrrfNi  can  be  retained  in  tho  South  Atlantic  Squadron.     The 
Augusta  has  also  been  sent  on  sjMM'ial  service. 

T  am,  rej^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwv^jf, 
Eeiir-Admiral  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmndg,  Smith  Atlantic  Bloekadifig  Sfuadr&n^  l^t  MvyaL 
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Report  of  Captain  Oreen^  U.  S.  Na^y^  senmr  officer  off  Charl^ton^ 
Cf,  regarding  Cofnfederate  oj>eratiofm  on  SvUivatCn  Idand, 

U*  S.  S.  Cakandaioua, 
Off  ChjarleBton,  S.  (\.  Nm}emher  5,  lS61d 
Sih:  I  hiive  rospoctfully  to  inform  you  that  1  have  di8imk*hed  the 
Mercedif a  to  Fort  Ro}'nI  for  supplier  of  coal,  etc.,  and  aUo  that  the 
Quaker  City  and  this  ship  will  nave  to  follow  her  in  a  few  da3"s  for 
tLe  same  purposp.  '  ^J 

I  have  no  intelligence  of  importance  to  communicate,  excepting  tha^^f 
the  rebels  are  hreiiKingj^roiindf  on  theiscaward  .side  of  Sullivan's  Island,       \ 
about  halfway  between  PVjrt  Moultrie  and  Breach  Inlet,  apparently 
fur  tlic  pnrix)8e  of  erecting  fortitieations  to  command  the  entrance  anH 
passage  of  Maffitt'is  Channel. 

#  *  4t  «■  «  *  # 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Gbeen, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  J^resetU. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadhig  Squadro'ti^  Port  Bayalj  S.  OA 


S.  SA 


Report  of  Comnmnder  Sartor i^  [u   S.  Navi/^  commandmg   U. 
Florida^  of  his  arrival  at  If^ew  York  Harbor, 

U.  S.  S.  FlXJRlDA, 

Neic  York  Ilaj'hor.  Nommher  5,  1S62. 
Sir:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  five  days  from 
Port  Royal,  S,  C,  in  obedience  to  or{Ior.s  from  Rear- Admiral  S-  K. 
Du  Pont,  a  cop}^  of  which  I  respectfully  enclose.  ■ 

1  have  roix>rted  to  Rear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding,  commandant  of 
the  Brooklyn  navy  yard,  and  received  his  instructions  relative  to  the 
disposition  of  the  captured  persons  brought  north  in  this  ship, 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respec^tfully,  youroliedient  servant,] 

L,  C.  Sartort, 
Commander^  U.  S*  Navy, 
Hoop  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Nai}y^  Wa^hin-gton^  D.  C 

[Etidofliire,] 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfyrt  Royal  Hirrfmr,  S,  C,  jV^jrember  /,  1S0£. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Fhrula  needing  repairs  which  can  not  be  made 
at  this  place,  you  will  proceed  with  her  under  your  command  to  New 
York  and  report  your  arrival  to  Rear- Admiral  H.  Paulding,  command- 
ing the  navy  yard,  and  through  him  to  the  houtirable  Secretar\^  of  the 
Navy  hy  letter. 

You  will  furnish  Rear- Admiral  Paulding  with  a  list  of  the  |:jerson9J 
on  board  the  /^/w*A/rt  captured  in  prize  steamers  and  ask  his  directionaj 
concerning  the  disposition  to  Ijc  made  of  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  C^/rndg,  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgiiodron, 

Commander  L,  CI  Sartori, 

If.  S.  S.  Fl</rida,  Fort  Royal. 
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Navy  DEPAiiXMENT,  Nmrntdn^  5^  1862, 
Lot  the  Ifffrfm  convoy  the  steamers  MerHmac  and  MfHsisslppi  to 
Hampton  Roads  and  Port  Ro3'aI,     Sec  Governor  Andrew.     Answer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Commodore  Montoomery, 

0(/mm<inflant  Ii(Wi/  Yard^  Bmi'tm^  Mass. 


Letter frmn  Brigadicy-  Gen^ertd  Brmituin^  U,  S^  Army^  to  Re(m*' Admiral 
Ihi  Pbnt^  IL  jS\  Wany,  regarding  gun  ^or  haitery  on  Shill  Ore^* 

Hkaih^uarters  Defaktment  of  the  South, 

irdton  Ilmd,  PuH  lioyaL  S.  C,  Ntymmhei^  5,  JS62. 
Admiral:  1  karn  that  a  100-poundor  Parrott  gun  has  been  left  here 
1>V  the  gnnlioat  Pawtue  and  is  now  on  the  Ytrmont,     If  you  could 
Hpare  it,  with  ammonition,  I  would  place  it  in  the  casematcd  }>attery 
now  con:^tructing  on  Skull  Creek. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hrannan, 
Brigadier-  (renmd^  thmm^imliny  Department* 

Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmridg,  South  Atl^mtic Bi<*€kading  S*pmdnm,,  Port  Boyal^  aS*  C* 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the.  Namj  to  Acting  Master  Bnnane^  U.  S. 
Navyy  to  assume  commmid  of  the  (L  S,  hark  HestlesB. 

Navy  Defaktment,  .Y*rremh^r  €,  ISfy^, 
Sib:  Proceed  to  New  York  without  ^kday  and  report  to  Rear- Atlniinil 
Paulding  for  passage  by  the  earliest  pubHc  convevance  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Do  Pont  for  the 
command  of  tlio  LI.  S.  bark  Bestl4ms* 
Respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tht  Navy, 
Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne, 

New  Limdon^  Conn. 


Letter  frmn  Rear-Admind  Dn  pont^  IL  S.  Navij^  to  Briyodi^T' Gen- 
eral Branmin^  U.  S.  Army^  pl<24nng  at  his  disposal  gun  reqiiested, 

FLAGsnir  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilarhor.  S,  (\.  Nopcmher  7,  186^^. 
General:  In  reply  to  vour  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  refer- 
ring to  the  lOO-poundev  I*arrott  gun  now  on  the  Vrrromd^  left,  here  liy 
the  Potimet\  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  I  hat  the  gun,  with  ammunition, 
is  at  your  service  and  will  l»e  delivered  to  you  whenever  you  have  an 
opportunity  to  send  ftjr  it. 

I  am,  general,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admirals 
Brigadier-General  J.  M,  Brannan, 

Comoianding  Dej)artment  of  the  Sot4h, 
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Navy  Department,  Novemher  7,  1862. 

Order  the  Ilnrmi  to  <*onvoy  the  Merrhn4je  and  Mis^ismpj>i  to  New 
liertie,  N,  C. ;  thence  proceed  tu  Port  Roj^al  and  report  for  duty. 

Gideon  Welleb, 

S^rdary  of  the  Navy. 
CJommodore  J.  B*  Montgomery, 

Cammandunt  Navy  Yard^  Boston^  Mam. 


Order'  of  litnr- Admiral  I>u  Po^nt^  U.  S.  Navy^  U*  Lieutenmit- Com- 
nmnd^rr  Wktting^  U*  S.  JVcwy^  cmnnmndtng  U.  S.  S,  Ottawa. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fart  Ei^yal  Earbm\  S.  il,  Novt^niber  7,  J86£. 
Sm:  You  will  plea^se  proceed  off  Chtirlestou  with  the  Ott/tum  under 
your  command  and  rejKjrt  to  Captain  J.  F.  (xreen,  senior  officer  pres- 
ent, for  blockading  duty. 
Respeetfiillv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Iiear*Adniiral^ 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  D.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  S.  Otta/wa. 


Bepfjrt  of  Omnmandrr  Wmjdktdl^^  IT,  S,  Niwy^  commandirw  U.  S.  S, 
Olvmrnm^  regardhg  ifffiiiVH  rn  th-  fit,  Jonnh  lilver,  Fiortdu. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimakron, 
Si.  Johns  Bmer,  Flm^Ma,  NmjemhiT  [7],  1862. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  everything  i.s  quiet 
in  thiH  region,  I  rn'ier  allow  a  day  to  pass  without  a  thorough  recon- 
nois^ianee  of  wll  thi^  .suspected  points  on  the  river,  and,  yo  far  lis  it  is 
possibk'  to  judge,  I  think  there  \h  no  reavsorj  tu  apprehend  for  i*ome 
time  any  neriou^  movements  that  might  di.sturb  this  satisfactory  state 
of  aflairs. 

llie  white  colony  I  wrote  you  about  8ome  time  since  i^  gradually 
increasing  since  my  last.  We  have  had  an  addition  of  live  white  men 
and  one  woman,  brsidos  st*veral  blai-ks.  Pilot  Town  has  now  a  popu- 
latifJii  of  35  souls.  I  feel  assured  from  w^hat  I  can  gather  from  those 
who  hav4^  gaint'd  this  plat *e  of  refoge  that  there  are  nunil>ei*s  of  others 
that  will  join  us  so  soon  a.s  cinnmistances  w^ll  permit  thcuj  to  escape. 
f  really  Indie ve  if  a  "" certainty  of  protection"  was  proilaiDied  we 
would  soon  \m\\j  enough  men  to  form  a  company.  These  people  are 
generally  destitute  of  almost  everything,  as  toev  leave  at  night  in 
small  boats  and  are  comix*lled  necessarily  to  conhne  their  belongings 
to  the  smallest  amtmnt  and  the  abandonment  of  tlu'ir  other  property, 
T  furnish  them  a  certain  amount  of  food,  to  wit,  to  every  six  persons 
1  allow  four  iiitions  of  salt,  l>t»ef,  pork,  and  molasses;  no  bread  or 
other  part  of  the  ration.  This,  with  the  corn  some  of  them  brought 
with  them  arrd  the  fish  they  obttiin,  has  l>een  enough  to  keep  these 
p>or  people  in  sufficient  food.  If  these  people  are  sent  north  we  will 
oave  to  clothe  them,     If  the  colony  is  broken  up>  we  will  lot?©  the 
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advantage  of  thi.s  nucleus  for  them  to  mlly  around,  who  might  other- 
wise he  compelled  to  give  their  services  to  the  relDcls.  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  to  be  informed  ivs  to  your  views  mgaixiing  the  coui^se 
to  be  pursued  toward  these  unfortunate  people. 

I  have  information  that  in  a  certain  locality  a  few  miles  above  Jack- 
HOiiville  there  is  a  large  amount  of  cotton  stored  in  bulk.  It  has  been 
thus  concealed  for  the  last  eighteen  months.  I  have  refrained  from 
going  near  the  place  till  I  can  have  the  aid  of  an  additional  small  ves- 
sel to  hold  the  bar  and  lower  part  of  the  river  while  we  are  engaged 
so  far  above  the  i3<:)iuts  necessarT  to  \w  guarded.  The  enttii'prise  will 
keep  until  you  can  coveniently  give  us  the  means  to  Diake  the  capture 
sure. 

There  are  numerous  salt  works  in  operation  along  the  coast  south  of 
this.  Georgia,  a  part  of  Alabama,  and  this  State  depend  principally 
on  these  works  for  the  supply  of  thi.s  article.  I  understiind  that  salt 
is  &o  scarse  that  it  now  brings  in  this  State  as  high  a  price  a.s  i^Oper 
sack,  and  by  the  slip  I  send  you,  cut  from  a  fragment  of  the  Savannah 
Daily  Morning  News  of  October  24  (found  on  shore  at  Hohues'  MilLs), 
you  will  see  it  was  being  sold  at  Atlanta  at  S?140  per  sack.  Nothing  I 
can  conceive  of  would  strike  a  heavier  blow  at  the  Confederate  forces 
than  the  total  destruction  of  alt  salt  works  on  the  coast  and  in  ib^ 
neighborhood.  To  accomplish  this,  the  smallest  and  lightest  draft 
vessels  nmst  be  used,  as  most  of  these  salt  works  are  on  water  courses 
having  shallow  and  difticult  bars. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

Very  respectf idly,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

M,  WOODHUIX, 

Commander^  U,  S*  Navy. 

Rem -Admiral  a  K  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Vomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SqtLodmu^  Pott  Iio<ial^  S.  C. 

[EuclCNnire.J 

[Slip  cat  fpom  Sa^-annah  Daily  News,  October  24,  1^2.] 

ress  of  Extort! on. — The  articles  whit^h  have  advanced  so  enor- 
in  market  are  mostl}^  still  on  hand,  passing  by  sale  in  large 
ouan titles  from  speculator  to  speculator,  each  eoticeH  by  the  scarcity, 
the  panic,  and  the  prospect  of  famine,  to  monopolize  tfie  sujmly,  and 
to  force  the  highest  possible  prices  from  consumei"s.  Thus,  salt  began 
to  ascend  in  the  specuhitive  scale  at  ^10  per  sack,  and  thence  has  gone 
up,  leaping  SlU  or  $20  per  month,  as  the  puldic  necessity  varied,  until 
it  has  reached  the  very  modest  tigures  of  *140  per  sack  in  Atlant^i,  the 
center  of  speculation  and  the  headquarters  of  those  gentry  upon  whom 
the  iinuncial  ope  nit  ion  has  been  |x*rformed  of  pluckingout  their  hearts 
to  make  room  for  deposits  of  gold  within  their  iron-riblted  chests 
w^hile  the  country  is  bleeding  at  every  ix>re,  Jlen  etjuallv  heartless 
are  to  be  found  in  other  places^ — men  who  by  trickery  stimulate  prices, 
ju5t  VL^  the  bulls  and  bears  of  Wall  street  deal  in  stocks — men  who  buy 
up  certain  goods,  such  as  cotton  yarn,  and  force  it  from  $*J  to  $10  per 
bunch,  osnaburgs  from  ^0  to  75  cents  per  yard,  l>oots  and  shoes  four 
or  tive  times  the  common  price,  tlour  from  $10  to  $40  pel*  barreb  and 
so  on  through  the  list.  These  artii  les  often  I'hange  hands  in  bulk, 
w^ithoiit  l>eing  open  for  retail.  They  perform  the  round  of  specula- 
tion, each  step  advancing  on  supjxjsed  cor»sequences,  such  as  the  dim 
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prnspei't  of  opetiintr  the  channels  of  trade  in  Tennessee  and  KentucKy, 
and  the  dt'ternii nation  of  Euro|>f»an  |H)wers  not  to  intervene  for  the 
South,  80  that  any  given  produetion  ;\t  home  must  be  exhausted,  and 
then  $10U  for  a  side  of  }>at'on  or  for  a  sark  of  flour  will  complete  the 
paradise  of  speeulators.  These  blood  leeches  greatly  desire  such 
result,  whereas  inanv  of  them  will  be  caught  with  large  stocki*  ui 
hand,  when  the  tumble  will  be  overwhelming. 

We  think  the  crisis  is  near,  and  a  just  retributton  will  follow.  No 
public  sympathy  need  be  expected  in  such  an  hour* — Milledgeville 
Kecorder. 


Joint  opemHons  in  Sapelo  Hiver^  Novemher  7,  l^S. 

Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Fotomska,  Acting  Volimteer  Lien  tenant  Bndd«  commanding, 

NovemhtT  7y  JS6S.—9:55  a.  ni,  stopped  at  a  plantation  on  Sapela' 
River.  At  10:^10  anchored  off  King's  plantation*  From  12  to  4  p.  m.: 
tie  captaui  with  ten  men,  armed,  went  on  board  the  Darlington  and 
went  up  the  river  to  a  ])lantation.  In  passing  a  bluff  they  were  tired 
upon  by  the  rebel  soldiers;  return  en  the  fire.  At  2:20  st-eamer 
returned;  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  shelling  the 
woods  as  we  went»  At  2:05  got  aground.  Fired  3<>  shells  fi-om  broad- 
side guns  and  4  stands  grape;  fired  27  shells  from  Parrott,  Froni  4  to 
6  p*  m.:  At  4: 50  floated  steamer  down  the  river;  at  5  opened  tit  e  on 
the  enemy's  pickets  at  Setaliman's  Blull;  the  enemv  in  large  numbers 
concealecf  in  rifle  pits.  At  5:30  discovered  the  buildings  on  fire  from 
our  shell. 


BepoTt  of  Lientenant-Colonel  BoaTd»  Ut  0,  hxmj, 

Bealfort,  S*  C*,  Naremht-r  10^  1S6 
Gkneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  directed  by  you, 
have  tried  a  portion  of  the  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers  (neg 

regiment), 

Friday,  November  7.  accompanied  by  the  nfimboat  Potfymshi^  Lieu- 
tenant Budd,  commaoding,  proceeded  up  Sapelo  River.  The  gunlxjat 
could  proceed  no  farther  than  Kingn,  Lieutenant  Budd  came  on 
boai^d  tlie  IktrUmjiijn  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  \m  to  Fair  hope. 
At  tSpauldi ng^s  we  were  attacked  by  80  or  90  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
well  iKwted  on  a  bluff  behind  trees.  At  this  point  the  channel  rimi* 
within  50  yards  ai  the  bluff.  We  killed  2  of  the  enemy  and  had  1 
e43lored  man  wounded.  At  Fairhope  we  destroved  the  salt  works, 
some  tan  \at.s,  corn,  and  other  things  that  might  be  of  use  to  the 
enemy. 

On  return  past  fipauldiug's  we  were  again  attacked  by  the  enemy  ml 
greater  ft^rce.     We  eli'ected  a  landing  and  burned  all  the  buildings  onj 
3ie  place  and  ciiptured  some  arms,  etc.     Five  of   the  enemy  were- 
killed;  we  lost  3   wounded.     We  were  greatly  aided  here  by  the 
Poti>mska^  w^hich,  from  a  bend  below,  shelled  the  woods.     Under  the 
guns  of  the  Ihtomaka  we  landed  at  Colonel  Brailsford's,  drove  in  a 
company  of  pickets  from  his  regiment,  and  destroyed  all  the  property  , 
on  the  place,  together  with  the  most  impurtaot  buildings* 
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1  am  grefttl  V  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Biidd  for  the  success  of  this  day. 

The  colored  men  fou^'ht  with  astonisbiiig  ctxjlness  and  bmvery.  For 
alacrity  in  edecting  landings,  for  determination,  and  for  bush  %hting 
I  found  them  all  1  could  desire — more  than  1  had  hoped.  They 
behaved  bnively,  glorious  ly,  and  det^erve  all  praLse. 

1  stiirted  from  St.  Simon's  with  G2  colored  tiu-hting  men  and  returned 
to  Beaufort  with  150  lighting  men  (all  colored).  As  soon  us  we  took 
a  slave  from  his  claimant  we  placed  a  musket  in  his  hands  and  he 
be™i  to  light  for  the  freedom  of  others. 

Besides  these  men  we  lirought  off  61  women  and  children.     We 

Idestro3"ed  nine  large  .^alt  works,  together  with  $20j)00  worth  of  horses^ 
salt,  corD,  rice,  etc.^  which  we  could  not  carry  away, 
T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  t.  Beard, 
Ln'uf.  CoL  Farty-e!ghfh  New  York  TWw.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 
Brigadier-Geneml  RuFUS  Saxton, 
*  -■— 
Letter 
Si 


Latter  from  Aotinf  Toinnteer  LientonADt  Bndd,  U>  S>  Niltj^  oamniABdm^  IT.  B,  8.  Potomskm, 
commending  the  braTery  of  colored  troopt^ 


U.  S.  S.  POTOMSKA, 

Sapeli)  Mtver,  Gayrgia^  N()vemher  7,  1862, 
Sir:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  admirable  ot)nduct  of  the 
negro  troops  (First  South  Carolina  Volunteers)  under  the  command 
of  Ijieutenant-Colonel  Beard,  Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 
during  this  day's  operations.  They  behaved  splendidly  under  the 
warm  and  galling  tire  we  were  exposed  to  in  two  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy.  I  did  not  see  a  man  liinch,  contrary  to  my  expectations. 
One  of  them  partieularly  came  under  my  notir[\  who  although  badly 
wounded  in  the  face,  continued  to  load  and  tire  in  the  coolest  manner 
imaginable.  Every  one  of  them  acted  like  veterans. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  Budd, 
Acting  I/imdefiant^  Vfmirfuindlng  Potomska. 
Mr.  French, 

Chaplain^  U",  S.  A, 


BepfM  of  Luiitenant-Cmnniand^r  Dmm^  IT.  S.  Nimf^  n^airSUng  the 

desfruetitffU  f*l/  ^f*^  U.  S.  steamer ]<  Wkm Melon  and  Dmtyri^ofa  Con- 
fedei*at€  schowi^rr  in  Ogeechee  J?iWr,  Oeargia^  iVavember  7,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Wissahickok, 
Ogeechee  Mvver^  Georgia^  Notwmher  S\  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  repoit  that  yesterday  I  went  np  the  Little 
Ogeecnee  Kiver  with  this  vessel  and  the  Dawn  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  or  destroying  a  schooner  belonging  t-o  the  enemy  lying  under 
Cotfee  Blutf,  When  within  a  mile  and  a  half  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  her  on  fire,  and  did  Tiot  leave  until  there  was  no  possibility  for 
the  enemy  to  return  and  extinguish  the  flames*  I  judge  she  was 
deeply  loaded  and  waiting  a  chance  to  run  the  bloekade.     The  same 
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vessel  has  been  .seen  in  the^e  waters  for  some  time  mmt  and  the  only 
one  l>elonging  to  the  enemy  except  a  small  lug  whU-h  tiike^  good  care 
to  keep  out  of  the  way.  My  own  vessel  getting  aground,  although  in 
charge  of  the  pilot  (and  it  is  due  him  to  ^y  he  had  never  been  so  far 
up  the  river),  I  went  on  hoard  the  Dawn  and  with  a  l>oat  ahead^  sound- 
ing, opened  fire  on  the  schooner.  The  enemy  showed  very  little 
dispoaition  to  defend  her.  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  success- 
fully accomplished,  we  returned  to  our  usual  anchorage. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient sei*vant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Zieutenani' Cmrtmaruier  and  Se?iu/r  Ojfii^^r  Ti'eaenL 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U:  S.  Navy, 

Oommanding  Snnth  Atlantic  Blockmfimj  SqumJrotu 


Ahstraet  h*g  of  the  U>  S,  S.  Datim^  Aeiing  Lieuteimnt  Bam^Ji^  U,  S. 

iVrtvy ,  c&m  m  an  ding. 

Nm)em.he7'  7^  1862. — At  11:30  a.  m,  exchanged  signals  with  the 
Wi^iiMekmi,  Were  ordered  by  Commander  Davis  to  follow  him  up 
the  Little  Ogeechee  River  to  assist  in  capturing  a  schooner  tying  Indow 
Coffee  Bluff  Imttery.  At  1  Wissahithtn  ran  aground;  endeavored  to 
get  her  oft";  not  succeeding,  abandoned  the  attempt  until  flood  tide. 
Captain  Davis  and  pilot  came  on  board  and  we  proceeded  up  river. 
Commenced  shelling  the  schooner,  which  had  got  underway  and  was 
trying  to  make  her  escape.  The  gims  from  the  battery  replied  to  our 
fire,  tneir  shot  falling  short.  The  schooner  finding  it  imix)ssihte  to 
escape  ran  ashore  under  the  guns  of  the  battery.  When  we  were 
within  S^J  miles  of  her  nin  aground  and  waited  one  hour  and  thirty 
minutes  for  tide,  to  cross  the  l>ar.  When  afloat  proceeded  on  up  river 
and  contiinied  slielling  schooner.  Buttery  ceased  to  re|)ly  to  cmr  fire, 
W'hen  within  li  miles  of  the  schooner  discovered  her  to  be  on  tire  fore 
and  aft.  After  lying  by  until  she  was  nearly  consumed,  turned  and 
steamed  down  river.  From  the  appearance  of  the  flames  and  heav^ 
black  smoke  supposed  the  schooner  to  be  loaded  with  naval  stores. 
Commander  Davis  went  on  board  the  Wlmahickon;  w^e  then  got  under- 
way and  steamed  back  to  anchorage  at  mouth  of  Hell  Gate. 


B^fort  afJiear-Adwiral  Pit  Pmit^  U.  S,  Nany^  aftheaimmQlof  United 

Htut^  vemeh  at  Port  R*tyal^  S.  O. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ilarbrn\  S,  i\,  N<}remher  c9,  180^2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival   here  of  the  gunlx>at 
Ottawa  on  the  t>th  instant  and  of  the  two  mortar  schooners  O,  P.  Wil- 
Hams  and  Ntirfolk  I\i4*ket  on  the  7th, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F,  Du  Pont, 
Pfiar-Admlral^Vomdg.  South  Athmtie  BhKskading  Sguadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  Nm>y^  WmhingUm, 
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'  of  Rear-  Aihniral  Du  Pojit^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Enmgn  Wood^ 
Cl.  *S\  xYai^y,  c&mmandhifj  IL  S.  mhuo^ner  Norfom  I^j-ckei, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Sm:   You  will  please  proct'ed  with   the  mortar  Hohoonnr  Norfdk 
Paeket  under  your  cominaad  otF  Chtirlf^j^ton  and  report  to  the  senior 
officer  present  for  l^loekitding  duty. 
Kespeetiullw  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rt^ar'Ailnural 
Acting  En.«iicirn  (i.  W.  Wood, 

Vmnmanduig  LL  iS'.  Schooner  Norfolk  Packet. 


Ord^  o^f  Rear- Admiral  Dn  PonUZL  S.  Namj^  to  Acting  Master  Free* 
man^  U.  S<,  jSiwy^  amuf^aitdltig  l\  S\  sc/uk/tur  Tl  P.  yViUiani^, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  narher.  S.  ft,  Mwernh^r  8,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  praceed  with  the  uiortar  schooner  C.  P.  Williams  under 
your  conHuurul,  un  Monday,  the  10th  iustuiit,  and  in  tow  of  the  isteamer 
lf7//^7*  H7/(7^  LitMitenant-Coinmandei  Fenderti^rast,  %o  Ossiibaw  Sound 
and  report  to  Lieutenaut-C'omiiiander  Daviy,  of  the  Wimaklckon*  the 
senior  officer  present,  for  blockading  duty. 
Ke^lXH't fully*  c'te., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rea  r-A  dm  iral. 
Acting  Master  S.  N,  Frke>ux, 

IL  S,  Schoomr  i\  }\  Wnilams, 


Report  of  Chmmander  Steedtfmn^  U.  8,  Ifavy^  senior  oMeer  in  SL 
SirnonH  ASound^  ih'ovgia^  re^/ueMmg  ths  tise  of  a  veMj^^I  in  pkice  of 
the  U.  jS.  6\  Wammtta. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

St,  Shmm's,  Gtorgla,  Ntyremher  A\  1862* 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  air  nuinpof  the  Wammitt^i,  which 
disables  her  for  active  .service,  I  linve  airected  Acting  Master  Gniy 
(cctnimanding)  to  proceed  to  Port  lioyal 

Herewith  1  tnin^niit  the  report  of  the  survey  niadt-  uiwin  the  engine 
by  a  Ijoiird  of  officers. 

The  absence  of  this  vessel  will  cause  rae  no  little  inconvenience,  as 
it  will  deprive  nie  having  any  eoniniuniaition  with  the  otiier  gunboats 
at  Sapelo,  Doboy,  etc, 

I  toe  re  fore  respectfullv  request  that  some  other  vessel  be  ordered 
in  her  place.  Should  tnis  be  inipmctiaible,  I  resfjectfullv  suggest 
that  the  captured  steamer  Governor  MdUm  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Anuy  and  placed  at  my  dis|>osal.  She  will  answer  in  every  rc^speet 
both  as  a  dispatch  and  gunboat. 
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Nothing'  of  any  importance  has  transpired  since  my  arrival  in  tJiese 
wat*^rH. 
The  l/fwm  passed  iiere  this  morning  on  her  way  south. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^^ant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Ckmtmander  mid  Senior  Officer  Prts^mt. 

He^ir-Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Conidg.  South  Atlmitw  BUjckd^^  Sqwidnyn^  Flagship  Wabasn 


Mupedifion  to  St.  2fari/\  Ga.,  Novemher  9^  186^. 
Beport  of  LiemtenaJnt-CoiiLmtuLder  Hnghes,  U.  B.  ITavy,  oomnunding  IF.  8.  S.  Mohawk. 

U.  S,  S,  MOHAAVK, 

Fernandi^iu,  Fla,^  N^cn^emher  IL  W6t. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning'  of  the  9th 
instant  1  proe^eded  with  this  vessel  on  an  expedition  to  the  town  of  \ 
St.  Mary's,  preceded  by  the  ai'm\^  ti'ansport  Ntptuni\  conveying  Colonel ' 
Kieh  ami  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Maine  Kegiment,  The  3feptune 
was  about  one  hour  in  advance,  and  as  we  WTre  approaching  the  place 
wx  met  her  returning,  having  on  board  one  of  the  soldiers  dangerously 
woundeil  from  a  shot  tired  by  a  party  of  rel»els,  estimated  to  be  150 
strong.  He  was  brought  on  board  this  \'cssel  for  medical  attendance. 
I  prot^ecdcd  up  the  river  to  the  town,  anchoring  close  by,  and  tired 
several  shells  into  it.  when,  jx^'ceiving  two  women,  I  immediati^Iy 
ceiised  tiring  and  sent  a  fjoat  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce,  olferiug 
them  the  prtjtection  of  our  Hag  and  conveyance  to  Fcrnandina,  which 
they  refused.  I  then  urged  them  to  remove  to  a  place  of  safety,  and 
as  they  refused  to  do  so  1  promised  not  to  injure  the  house  in  which 
they  resided.  Not  weeing  any  more  rebels,  and  after  consultation  with 
Colonel  liich,  I  eonclnded  to  return  to  this  place,  but  had  just  got 
underway  when  several  musket  shots  were  lired  at  ns  from  different 
portions  of  tlie  tow^n.  I  again  turned  the  vessel's  head  toward  St* 
\lar3^\s,  arid  came  to  anchor  before  the  town  under  a  fire  from  mus- 
ketrv,  wdien  I  opejicd  our  battery  upon  the  place,  bein^  eai'eful  not  to 
toucli  tlie  house  occupied  by  the  women  alluded  to,  firing  shell  and 
canister,  wdiich  drove  the  rebelB  completely  out  of  the  town  and  set 
fire  to  several  buildings.  Upon  our  return  down  the  river  T  sent  a 
boat  in  charge  of  Acting  ISIaster  George  K.  Durand  and  set  tire  to  a  j 
large  ste4im  sawmill,  c*mipleteiy  destroying  it. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
Lietdenuni-  ih//i  f/ttinder^ 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jommmiding  South  AtlaiUic  Bl'Ockading  Sg;uadrQn. 
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of  Baar*Admlriil  Dn  Pont,  U.  8.  KaTy^  to  Lientdnant-Commander  Hnifhes,  U.  8. 
HaTy,  regardiikg  the  deitmotion  of  private  property. 

Fi^GSHii'  Wabash, 
Port  Roijal  Ihrho}\  S.  (1,  N<rr,^mher  20,  1SG2. 

Sir:  T  am  in  receipt  of  your  i-oiuniunimtion  of  the  lith  instiiiit  giv- 
ing Horiu^  detjiiln  of  an  expedition  to  St>  Mnry''^,  though  I  €Ould  not 
quite  make  out  from  your  diapatt^h  the  object  of  it- 

In  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  t^awmill,  as  mentioned  by  you, 
it  is  my  desire  to  avoid  destroying  private  pi'operty  unless  usetf  for 
pickets  or  guard  stations  and  othei  militar}^  purpi^ses.     Of  course  if 
nrcd  upon  from  any  place,  it  is  3'our  duty,  if  possible,  to  destroy  it. 
Respect f  ul  1}' ,  e  U: . , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Re4ir'AdmiraL 
Lieutenant-Conimander  A.  K,  Hughes, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohawk. 


Additional  report  of  Lieu  tenant- Command  or  Hnghen,  U.  S,  Kayy.  reg^arding  the  object  of 

the  expedition. 

U.  S.  8.  Mohawk, 

Femmidinit^  Ntn^fitJu-r  "23^  1S6£. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  c^iimiuni* 
cation  of  the  2tHh  instant. 

1  omitted  to  inform  you  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant  that  the 
object  of  the  exix'ditii>n  to  St,  Mary's  was  for  the  protection  of  the 
transport  Nepftme  while  obtaining  luoiber  for  the  Army.     The  mill 
destroyed  bad  for  a  long  time  been  used  as  a  retjel  picket  station. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
Jjimitenufit-  i  bmm  under. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Comr/ujuduif/  Sttittk  Atkmfie  Sh>rhidln(f  Squadron* 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  JJ,  S,  Nwvy^  to  Cmnmander  Almy^ 
U*  S.  iVrtry,  eoinmandmg  U,  S,  S.  South  Carolina^  to  proceed  for 
UiM^htde  duty  off  Chorh^fony  S,  CK 

Flagship  Wabash^ 
l\rrt  Rtnjol  Jlorlmr,  S,  C,  JVon^mber  10,  18fJ2* 
Sir:  As  soon  as  3'ou  are  ready  for  sea  you  will  please  proceed  with 
the  Soul  A  Carol  h  til  under  yi)ur  conunand  off  Charleston  and  report  for 
Idockading  duty  to  the  senior  oiScer  present. 

You  will  also  take  in  tow  the  mortar  schooner  Para,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  which  has  orders  to  report  to  the  senior  officer  for  block- 
admg  duty. 

Respectful U\  etc., 

S.  F.  DtJ  Pont, 

Itear-Admdral, 
Commander  J.  J.  Almy, 

K  S.  S.  Smith  Carfdifu^ 
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Rupert  of  Beur'Admiml  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  JVat^t/^  o/th*'  af^rhml  at  IhH  , 
Rayal^  S.  (?*,  of  the  tnortnr  achmmrr  Para, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Roijol  ITnrUr,  S,  a,  NoMuh^r  12,  18€'3. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  tht^  Dopartiuent  that  the  mortar 
fsohooner  Paraj  Acting  Master  Furber,  commanding,  arrived  here  on 
the  loth  iD.stant. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Font, 
HfYir'Admdral^  Cmndg,  South  Atlantic  Bhcka/iing  Squadrafh^ 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Nmnj^  Wctshin^fofu 


Report  of  liefir-Admhrtt  J)u  Pmtt^  K  aS'.  JVm^}/,  reque^tirig  tk^  vi^cs 
ofth<'  Df'Mtrrtf/wiit  on  proposed  ileM ruetifoi  of  suit  iDorht  in  St.  John^s 
Kiver^  Ftfmda^  and  rdnthre  to  valuahh  timher. 

Flagship  Warash, 
I'ort  lioi/fd  Ilarhor,  S.  C,  Nm^eoihr  M,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  received  u  n*port  from  Comniaoder  M.  WtwdhuU,  senior 
otfirer  in  St,  John\s  River,  in  which,  after  sayinp;  everythiTi^^  was  quiet, 
he  refern  to  iiunieroiis  salt  works  along  the  coast  south  of  the  St.  John's^ 
which  could  be  destroyed  hy  light-draft  vessels, 

I  am  desirous  to  have  the  wishes  of  the  Department  on  this  subject 
before  taking  action, 

I  may  add  that  large  quantities  of  excellent  timber^  suitable  for 
ship's  decks,  ivere  discovered  in  Xassau  River  by  Lieutenant  Snell,  of 
ihoi  IIalt\  W'hoalso  captured  a  small  pilot  schooner  in  the  same  loc*ality. 
By  chartering  empty  coal  vessels,  nuich  of  this  timber  could  be 
removed.  It  will,  however,  have  to  be  done  with  the  aid  of  gun1x>ats; 
but  by  the  breaking  down  of  the  Ilahj  Pafroon^  Wamsuttaj  and  Wmt^rn 
World  I  am  rmich  crippled  for  vessels  of  light  draft.  , 

Verv  respectfullv,  vnnr  obedient  servant, 

a  F.  Du  Pont, 
Renr-Admirid^  Uomd4].  Stnifh  Atlanilc  Blovkading  Sfpwdron, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVart/^  W*tMngtmi, 


Lett.er  from.  Brlgadi^' General  Sa^ton^  IL  S.  Army^  to  Rear-Admiral 
Du  Pfmt,  IL  S.  N^artj^  rf&ueMiiig  convoy  fjr  t fie  army  steamers  Dnr- 
thif/fon  and  Ben  De  For  a, 

Beaufort,  S<  C,  JVot^emler  12,  186^. 
Dear  Si  14:  I  am  goino^  to  send  the  steamers  Darlington  and  Ben  Du 
Fnrd  to  a  place  near  L)nneii,  Ga.,  to  procure  lumber.  Jf  the  gun- 
LK>at.s  now  on  that  station  could  be  permitted  tn  a<*cnm|mny  those  ves- 
sels, as  a  safeguard  against  an  attack  while  the  lumber  is  being  loaded, 
1  should  esteem  it  as  a  \  ery  great  favor. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  Saxton, 
Brujadter-  General. 
Admiral  F.  S.  Du  Pont, 

Vonnnanding  South  AthnUw  Blockading  Sf/uadrori, 
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Order  of  Ciymmmider  Wtmdhull^  JJ,  S.  Nawj^  to  Acting  Master  WaUfm^ 
IL  S,  Nary^  crmimandrng  U,  S,  S,  Uhcas^yhra  re€onn4JfS8ance  m  St 
Joknti  River^  Fl&Hdu, 

U.  S,  S»  ClMABRON, 

8t,  JtdiiVH  Rivt>r,  Nfjvejnbrr  12,  m2, 
SiKi  You  will  pleti80  proceed  with  the  linear  on  a  recormoi«8iUK"e  of 
the  river  as  far  op  as  Trout  Creek,  and  even  to  Jacksonville,  if  you  feel 
inclined.  Be  partteular  in  nearing  Jacksonville  to  examine  the  high 
ground  a  few  miles  Ik^Iow  it,  a8  it  is  talked  about  by  the  rebels  as  a 
very  gcx>d  place  for  a  battery.  On  your  i*oute  destroy  all  boats  and 
water  couveyanees  you  discover,  crive  refuse  to  alldesiriu^^  protection, 
and  oiitain  all  the  information  as  retrards  the  movements  of  tlie  enemy's 
forces  (*n  either  liank  yoo  i>ossibly  can.  Be  cantions  not  t(*  risk  the 
lives  of  your  men  and  officers  unnecessarily.  1  have  information  that 
at  Trout  Ci'eek,  near  its  entnm^-e  into  the  river,  there  has  been  a  picket 
guard  of  the  enemy  at  that  iK)int.  I  whh  you  to  examine  particularly 
this  locality. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

M.    WOODHULL^ 

Com7fia7ide7\  J7*  S*  A^m^y* 
[Acting  Master]  Wm.  Watson, 

Comma fidifitj  f ".  *S,  S,   UfwaSj  St  Johfi'is  Rmer. 


Ord^  of  Rear- Admiral  J  hi  Pont^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  i^mimander  StM- 
wagen^  U*  S,  JVa^y^  coinmandmi/  U,  S\  S\  Mercedita^  to  re»imie 
cfuiTge  of  the  hlockmi^  off  Chmiestmi^  S.  C\ 

Ft.a<-j8hip  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Jlarh^r,  S,  i\,  Nm^emhr  LJ.  I86£, 
Snt:  1  desire  that  you  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  and  resume 
the  blockado  of  Charleston,  refmrting  your  arrival  to  the  senior  otticer 
present. 

1  have  reason  to  believe  that  during  this  waning  moon  and  its  dfirk 
|x>ri*^d  some  vessels,  the  Econtonwt  in  particular,  with  iron  plates,  will 
attempt  to  run  in^ 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
*  Re^i  r-  A  dm  iral>. 

Commander  H.  S.  Steliavaokn, 

U,  S,  S.  MercediM. 


OnleT  of  thi*  St'^^etMry  of  tJie  JTanf/  to  the  amunund^mt  navy  yardy  Ros- 
tinij  to  Htm4  the  if.  S.  bark  IGufifish^-r  to  P^rrt  Royal ^  AV  i\ 

Navt  Depaktment,  Nt member  /4%  1^02, 
Sir:  As  8(x>n  as  the  Klnfifisher  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea  direct 
her  comnjanding  officer  to  proceed  with  her  to  Pf*rt  Royal  and  report 
to  Rear- Ad  mi  nil  Du  Pont  tor  duty  In  the  South  Atlantic  Bloekading 
Squadron, 

lam,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Weiles, 

Secretary  of  ific  Navy, 
Commodore  JoH^  li.  Montgomery, 

Ck^mmandant  Navy  Yard^  Boston, 
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Ord^  of  R^n'- Admiral  IMa  Pant^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Aetimg  Yclunt^eer 
IJ^ijfjmani  Kytinye.  U.  S.  Navy,  er/mmanding  U,  S.  sAtp  SKqpherd 
KnnjFjf^  fo  jjTfX'^M  Uf  Ne^r  Yarlcff/r  repain  to  that  tvsW. 

Flagship  Wabash^ 

Pf/H  Rf/yal  Harbor,  S.  CI,  Na^^ember  IJ^  1862. 
Hi k:  I  am  diMpat^^bing'  the  NomncK^  Coimnftnder  Dancan,  to  relieve 
Jim.     You  will  plea«e  give  him  such  infonnation  as  your  recent  and 
full  i;xjK;rien<^  of  the  wsteni  of  St.  Helena  Sonnd  will  indicate  and 
render  deHirable. 

You  will  proijeed  to  New  York  with  the  Shepherd  Knapp  and  report 
to  K^^r-Aruniral  IJ.  Paulding,  commanding  that  naval  station,  and 
through  him  to  the  Department  Commander  Duncan  has  orders  to 
tow  you  out,  if  nw^essary. 

You  will  prepare  a  condensed  report  of  the  repairs  and  improve- 
mi*i\\jn  whic^h  your  Hhip  may  require,  as  a  guide  for  the  surveying  offi- 
VA^TH  at  the  yard. 

I  take  thiH  mx^aMion  to  express  my  commendation  of  your  zeal  and 
devotion  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  since  you  have  been  attached 
to  this  squadron,  and  of  the  good  order  and  discipline  of  your  com- 
mand.    Wishing  vou  a  pleasant  passage  to  the  North, 
Itcspectfulfy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  St.  C.  Ettinge, 

U.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 


Rtport  of  ('Omm/mder  WoodhiiU^  U.  S.  Nwmf^  commamMng  U.  S.  S. 
('hn/trrfm,  nyardimj  affai/ra  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John^s  River, 
Floridu. 

U.  S.  S.  CiMARKON, 

St.  Johnh  River,  Florida,  November  i^,  1862. 

Admiiul:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  everything  remains 
an  at  iho  i\\iU>  of  my  last  letter. 

I  Imvo  had  tho  rivor  thoroughly  examined  three  times  since  the  sailing 
of  {\\i\  llalv  iiH  far  up  as  Jacksonville.  The  guerrillas  have  apparently 
h'ft  both  hankn  of  tiie  river;  at  least  nothing  has  been  seen  of  them 
for  the  past  week. 

Tlio  httlo  colony  continues  gradually  to  increase.  We  have  had 
>vi(.lun  tlio  last  wook  additions  of  botH  whites  and  blacks.  I  think 
Honiothiiig  ought  to  l)o  done  as  to  its  future.  If  it  is  decided  to 
ivniovo  it,  a  (ninsix)rt  will  have  to  be  sent  for  the  purpose,  as  none  of 
tho  gunlH>ats  oouid  give  the  accommodations  necessary  for  so  large  a 
nuninor  of  jUMiplo. 

Wo  will  8iH>n  have  to  Ih>  supolied  with  provisions,  as  we  have  only 
about  ton  days*  nitions  loft  1  ne  partial  feeding  of  so  many  mouths 
o\\  shon\  in  addition  to  tho  ortnv  of  this  vessel,  will  soon  cause  the 
oxiHMulitun*  of  what  is  now  on  hand. 

Tho  hoalth  of  tlio  ottiiH.MN  and  crew  on  this  part  of  the  blockade  con- 
tinuos  to  Iv  oxooUont, 

Vorv  ivsiHvt fully,  otc,  M.  Woodhvll, 

CommandtT.  l\  S.  Navy, 

Kt>ar«AduHnil  S.  F.  l>r  Pont, 
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Not^  of  Captain  Tayl<jr^  K  S*  iVWy,  in  rmjard  tt^  Cha/r1>mU>n^  S,  Ci, 

and  vie^/nity. 

Contntbands  received  from  the  Memphk^  who  escaped  from  Charles- 
ton on  the  ni^ht  of  the  14th  November,  18(i2: 

William  Kiog  belonged  to  Colonel  J.  D.  Hart 

Adam  Hewbank  i>elonged  to  Captain  Charles  Willey. 

Henr}^  Dakan  belonged  to  Mrs.  Marine. 

Kt^nto  Barton  belont^ed  to  Captain  Charle.*^  Willey. 

Left  N.  E.  Rail roacT  wharf  in  Charlestt^n  in  one  boat  on  evening  of 
14th  and  reached  Memphis  about  4  a.  m.  of  15th.  Were  not  chased 
nor  hailed. 

Henry  Dakan  is  a  fireman ;  the  other  three  are  wheebuen,  and  are 
pilotB  on  St.  John's  River.  Were  all  at  llilton  Head  when  it  was 
taken,  and  have  been  here  ever  since  on  board  ferryboats  and 
transports. 

Provisions  are  scarce  and  high  in  Charleston.  The  troops  are  half 
fed  and  distnmtented;  about  two  weeks  ago  50  desertions  took  place  from 
Fort  Johnson.  General  Ripley  conmiands  the  forts  and  batteries; 
Gene  ml  Draj^on  cdnmmnds  Fort  Siunter;  General  Beauregard  com- 
mands at  Pocotjiligo;  has  Ijeen  heard  to  express  an  opinion  that  our 
ironelad.s  would  deal  hardlv  by  Fort  Sumter,  and  was  censured  by 
public  scntimerU  for  utt^'ring  it.  Many  of  the  residents  (especially 
women)  left  Charleston  sonic  time  ago,  but  some  have  since  returned, 
finding  that  no  attack  wavS  made. 

The  petjple  here  expected  un  attack  on  the  1st  instant,  and  then 
again  on  the  10th.  Troops  are  not  well  clad;  the  Jftrald  ran  in  about 
three  weeks  ago,  having  on  board  .shoe.s  and  clothing. 

The  Ilerahi^  Captain  Coxctter;  the  Hero  (captain's  name  not  known); 
and  the  Leojurni^  Captair!  Peek,  are  all  inside,  loaded  witli  tH>tton  and 
waiting  for  a  chance  to  run  out.  The  ILro  is  a  propeller:  the  others 
are  «^ide-w heel;  all  have  masts,  the  side-wheelei's  only  one,  the  propeller 
three;  no  yards.  There  are  two  ships  and  a  brig  also  inside.  The 
brig  is  loaded.     All  the  above  vessels  are  English, 

There  are  two  nims  inside,  the  PalifHtto  Stute  and  the  Oauri€r 
\0hivfnui\'n  ironclad,  plates  4  itK^ies  thick;  about  150  or  1*30  feet  long; 
old  engines,  one  taken  out  of  the  Lady  Dmu^  and  the  other  out  of  the 
Aid;  both  small  boats.  Can  get  alwut  4  knot;^  an  hour  out  of  them; 
they  both  leak,  the  Pourur  bacUy.  Have  four  guns  each,  smoothbore 
32  or  42  pounders.  Have  no  other  armed  vessels  atloat;  four  are  on 
the  stocks,  and  they  are  hurrying  them  along  as  fitst  as  |x>ssiblc. 

Do  not  know  the  names  of  any  navy  officers  in  C^harlcston. 

No  tloating  batteries. 

Castle  Pincknev  has  small  guns  and  is  garrisoned. 

Foil  Ripley  isl>uilt  on  piles,  l>etween  the  town  aiul  Fort  Sumter, 
on  starboard  side  of  the  channel  going  in;  ha:^  foui-  guns^  nionnted  in 
panipet  made  of  logs,  pah  net  to,  al>out  1h  feet  thi<'k^  and  masonry 
inside  of  that;  guns  of  small  size;  the  men  live  in  tents. 

Fort  Sumter. 

Fort  Johnson. 

Fort  Moultrie  is  well  garrisoned. 

Battery  Beauregard. 

Battery  at  Breach  Inlet. 

Battery  between  the  above-named  two» 
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Fort  Beauregard  has  one  very  large  rifled  gun,  obtaiiiod  fiom  Havanj 

Fort  Sumt4:^r  htm  two  rifled  guns. 

A  largo  battery  near  Cuamnng's  Point. 

There  are  many  batterie^s  all  along  the  shore  on  both  sidegt* 

The  City  tjattcry  U  also  foilitied,  garrisoned  by  a  regiment  of  Georgi 
troops. 

Secessionvillo  is  extensively  fortified  with  earthworks. 

A  row  of  stakes  run  at^ross  the  channel  between  Forts  Sumter  and 
Ripley;  a  l>oom  of  heavy  logt^  is  moored  between  Forts  Sumter  and 
Moultrie. 

NOTKMBER  17,  [18t52]. 
Drab  Bodgehs:  The  preceding  notes  are  the  substance  of  what 
have  gathered  from  the  contniliands  sent  down  to  the  admiral.     The^ 
may  serve  to  direct  your  own  envjuirics  and  s^ive  some  trouble.     He 
are  rolling  through  an  arc  of  ;d5^   by  the  engine4?r's  pendulum,  which. 
is  not  veiT  favorable  for  writing. 
Si  n  cc  re  1  y ,  \'  o  u  r*s , 

W.  R.  T 
Captain  KoiKiEBES,  U.  S.  Navy. 


'ia^ 


^^1 


RejK^rf  of  Reffr-Admtnd  Ihf  P*mt^  IL  S*  N^avy^  r^ardhuj  the  mcapeoj 
a  bltjckade  runner  ojf  Vharleaton^  S.  t'.,  November  14^186£* 

Flagship  Waba8h, 
Pnrf  Ri^yal  Jlarlmr,  S.  C\,  Jfm^mtber  «5,  IS6S. 

Site:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  night 
of  the  14th  instant  a  steaujer  attempted  to  ruti  the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton by  MafMtt's  Channel.  She  was  first  discovered  by  the  Bftutf  about 
t^n  minute's  after  10,  and  was  fired  on  by  that  vessel,  whose  conuiiaud- 
ing  i^thccr  at  the  same  time  gave  the  usual  signal  to  the  fleet. 

The  Fiat/^  hearing  the  gun  and  seeing  the  signal,  stood  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated  and  got  sight  of  the  steamer  and  fired  one  shot  at  her, 
when  she  aijpcarcd  to  run  s<^award,  but  a  deiisc  fog  just  at  that  moment 
unlcjrtnnatcly  shut  hor  out  from  view.  The  Seritrth  aroused  by  the 
previous  signal,  soon  after  perceived  the  steamer  and  fired  her  rifled 
gun,  wlien  she  turned,  shot  around,  and  steered  to  the  eastward,  imme- 
diately alter  which,  owing  to  the  fog,  she  was  lost  sight  of. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant  a  steamer  again  attempted  to  ruu 
the  blockade  by  the  same  (entrance,  and  was  again  disi'overed  by  the 
Blunf^  which  vessel  she  approaehed  within  300  yards,  when  a  shell 
innn  the  Blnnt  struck  her,  exploding  on  Imard.  The  steamer  imme- 
diately turned  t^j  the  northward  and  westward,  and  apparently  ran 
aground  on  the  shoal  ofi'  Dewees  Inlet,  where,  however,  she  remained 
only  for  a  few  minutes^  in  which  tune  Acting  Master  Beers,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Ehi/if^  tired  three  more  shells  at  her,  sending;: 
also  a  boat  to  bcjard,  hnt  she  succeeded  in  getting  off  and  steering  sea- 
ward, disappearing  in  the  darkness. 

The  report  of  Acting  Master  Beers  descrih.\s  her  as  a  long,  low,  side- 
wheel  steamer,  about  700  tons,  and  without  spars. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  steamer  last  spoken  of  was  the 
dame  that  attempted  to  enter  the  previous  night,  on  l>oth  of  which  occa- 
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aiODs  she  wivs  foiled,  and  the  impression  i^i  that  she  has  returned  to 
Nassau  disabled. 

Very  respeotfuUr,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Bear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  SlocMg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  €>f  the  Nwuy^  Wmhmgton. 


I 


Report  of  Captain  Taylor^  U,  S,  Navy^  transmitting  reports  regard- 
tng  the  eBca/pe  of  a  blockade  runner  off  Charleston^  S\  C,  Wovemier 

U.  S.  S.  HODSATONIC, 

Off  Charlesttm,  November  16,  1862, 

Sir:  About  half  past  10  last  evening  we  were  called  to  quarters  by 
an  alarm  from  the  ahipB  guarding  the  entrance  to  Maffitrs  Channel 
that  a  vessel  was  attempting  to  run  in. 

J^Vithing  was  seen  from  this  ship  of  the  atmnger;  two  g'uns  were 
tired  at  her  from  the  G.  W,  Blunt,  one  from  the  ^lag^  ancTone  from 
the  Seneca, 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Commander  Strong,  Lieutenant* 
Commander  Gibson,  and  Acting  Master  Beers. 

Before  11  o'clock  a  dense  fog  shut  in  and  nothing  more  was  seen  or 
heard  during  the  night.  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  feels  certain 
that  be  saw  the  strange  vessel,  after  he  fired  at  her,  turn  and  proceed 
to  sea  over  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal 

A  close  examination  of  the  harlxir  to-day  fi-om  the  masthead  dis- 
covers no  new  arrival  inside. 

The  3[arhlehead  will  be  sent  in  to-night  after  dark  to  take  [X)sition 
near  tlie  western  liuoy  on  the  Rattlesnake;  the  vessels  guarding  that 
entrance  will  bo  the  ^l<ia\  Blimt^  Seneca^  and  Marblehead,  This  ship 
lies  within  1,3(K>  yards  of  the  position  of  the  latter. 

The  southwest  entrance  (by  Lawford  Channel)  is  protected  by  the 

■  Ottawa,  FlamlhJjH^  and  Para.     The  Keystmie  State  lies  off  the  \mt  of 
the  main  channel,  within  supporting  distance  of  them. 

Special  signal  has  been  made  to  the  whole  squadron  to  be  on  the 
alert. 

LI  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  Rogeks  Taylor, 
Captain  a^id  Senior  Officer  PresetU, 
Rear-Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Cmnmnnding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrmi 
[EQcJosureH.] 
i  U,  S.  S.  Flao, 

P  Off  Oharle8t<m,  November  15,  1S62. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  last  evening  at  10:30 
the  Blunt  fired  a  gun  and  made  signal  indicating  that  a  vessel  was 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade.     I  slipped  at  once  and  w^ent  to  quar- 
ters, [and]  stood  inshore  in  the  direction  indicated.     At  10:35  discov- 
lered  a  steamer  bearing  N.  W.  of  us;  fired  one  shot  at  her,  when  she 
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appeared  to  turn  to  seaward,  but  the  fog  unfortuoately  shut  ber  out 
of  sight  just  at  that  moment  and  before  another  gun  could  be  brought 
to beiir  on  her.  I  stood  in  a^  far  a.s  prudent,  aQOseeing  nothing  more 
of  her,  went  back  to  my  anchorage  a.^  nearly  as  possible. 

I  think  the  Hteamer  must  have  gone  to  sea  i^in;  the  fog  was  so 
thick  she  could  not  have  been  seen  a  cablets  lengui  from  the  ^ip. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  H,  Steong, 

OomryuiTkder. 
Captain  Wm.  K,  Taylor, 

Senior  Officer  Present^  of  Charl^Um, 

P.  Si — I  have  but  seven  days'  wood  on  board. 

J.  a  S, 


U,  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Of  Charlestons  ^Sbvember  15^  IS&S, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  twenty  minutes  after 
10  o'clock  la^t  evening  (the  14th  instant),  while  occupying  our  nightly 
berth  close  inshore,  north  of  the  west  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  the 
alarm  was  given  by  the  tiring  of  guns  and  by  signals  from  the  J*Tag  and 
ttchooner  ishmt,  stationed  outside  of  us,  of  a  vessel  attempting  to  run  the 
blocliade  from  seaward*  Ten  minutes  afterwards  I  saw  a  long  dark 
steamer,  bearing  E.  S.  E,,  some  700  yards  distant  (I  judge),  but  could 
not  distinguish  her  rig,  or  whether  slle  was  a  side-wheel  or  screw.  In 
the  meantime  we  had  gone  to  quarters,  slipped  the  cable,  and  turned 
our  ve^ePs  head  to  the  southward  and  westward,  firing  the  rifle  gun 
at  the  stranger  as  soon  as  she  c<ame  in  sight.  Up  to  that  time  she  was 
moving  rapidly  toward  Charleston,  but  on  ourfirmg,  and  she  doubtless 
catching  view  of  the  Housatonic  on  her  other  bow,  appeared  to  turn 
shoit  round  and  to  cross  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  steering  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward.  Three  or  four  minutes  afterwards  we  were  sud* 
denly  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog  and  we  saw  no  more  of  her.  ■ 

I  was  in  admimble  position  for  following  up  and  keeping  between' 
the  stmnger  and  the  snore  had  she  continued  her  course.  As  it  was, 
I  doubt  if  she  could  have  eflfected  her  retreat  had  it  not  been  for  the 
sudden  fog, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Gibson, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Captain  W.  It.  Tatlob, 

Senior  Officer  Present^  Charleston  Bloekode^  U*  S.  S.  HamatoniCn 


U.  S.  Schooner  G,  W.  Blunt, 

Of  Charleston,  6\  C ,  Fridmj,  Mvember  15,  1862. 


Sm*  At  10:10  p.  m.  sighted  a  steamer  bearing  about  E,  by  S,,  dis- 
tant about  8CHJ  yards,  steering  about  W.  by  S.  I  immediately  tired  a 
shell  at  her,  and  also  sent  up  a  rocket  and  burned  a  blue  light  and 
8lipj>ed  and  made  sail.  Fired  one  gun  after  making  sail,  but  I  am  not 
positive  I  saw  her,  and  hearing  a  gun  which  I  took  to  be  that  of  the 
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steamer  Fla^^  and  the  fog  being  very  dense,  I  gave  up  the  chaise;  at 
the  same  time  I  could  not  see  the  dintance  of  a  himdrecf  yards. 
I  am,  very  respeetfolly^  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Beers, 
Acting  Mmter^  Commanding, 
Wm-  R.  TAnx>R, 

Captain  ana  Seni<)r  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Ord^  of  the  Amst-ant  Secretary/  of  the  Navy  toJlag-oMcers  commandmg 
squaarons  regardiTig  coal  for  the  steamers  of  the  Banks  expedition. 

Navy  Departthent,  November  16^  J86S. 
Sir:   On  application  you  are  authorized  to  furnisih   any  of   the 
steamers*  of  Major-General  Banks'  expedition  with  eoal,  whoold  their 
supply  become  exhausted  from  stress  of  weather  or  accident,  if  you 
can  do  so  without  embarrassing  j^onr  own  squadron, 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

a  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  SeeretaTy  of  ths  Navy, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P,  Lee, 

Camdq,  North  Atkintw  Blockadimj  Stptadron^  Old  Pointy  Va, 
Rear-Adoiiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Gmulg.  South  Ailaniw  Blockading  Sfpmdron^  Port  Royal^  S.  C, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  James  L*  Labdner, 

Cmndq,  East  Culf  Blm^kadlng  Squadron^  Key  West,  Pla, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G>  Farragut, 

Cbmmundhif/  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron* 


Beport  of  Bear-Adrniral  Du  Pont,  U.  S,  Natn/,  of  the  dtspoaition  of 

kthe  vessels  of  his  command 
I  Flagship  Wabash, 

P  P&rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  CI,  November  15^  1S6S, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  positions  on  blockade 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron: 

I     At  Georgetown,  steamer  SSago, 
Off  Bulfs  Bay,  U.  S,  bark  Bestirs. 
Off  Charlewton,  steamers  Poiohataji^  Boitsatfni^,  ifercedita^  South 
Carolimi^  Quaker  Citi/^  Keystone  State^  Bi^nviUe^  Klag^  MarbUhead^ 
Flambeau^  Ottawa^  Seneca^  Memphis,  and  schooners  O.  W,  Blunt  and 
Para. 
In  Stono  River,  U.  8,  S*  Isaac  Smith. 
In  North  Edisto^  IT,  S.  S.  UnadilM. 

In  St  Helena  Sound,  steamer  Norwich  and  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd 
Knapp. 

Wassaw  Sound,  U.  S,  S,  Conemaugh, 

Ossabaw  Sound,  steamers  Wissahickmi and  Dawn^  and  mortar  schooner 
C,  P,  Williams. 
At  St*  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  and  St.  Simon's,  steamers  Poful  Jones^ 
yPoUnnskaj  and  Madgit,  and  U.  S.  bark  BraziUera. 
St.  Andrew's,  U.  S.  bark  Midnight. 
At  Fernandina,  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk. 
In  St,  Jokn^s  River,  steamers  Cimarron  and  Uhcas* 
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In  Port  Royal,  most  of  which  are  undergoing  repairs  or  taking  in 
supplies,  Wabash^  Canandaigua^  Vandalia^  Water  Witch^  Vermont^  ffaley 
Fernandina^  Ilope^  PettU^  Norfolk  J^icket  (mortar  schooner),  and  tug 
Rescue. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Dtj  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg,  Sautk  AUaniw  Bhekading  Squadron. 

Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mivt/^  Washington, 


Orda*  of  Rear 'Admiral  IhiPont^  U.  S.  Nmy^  to  Oavtmn  Oodon^  IT*  S» 
Nai*y^  to  resuTne  the  duties  of  senior  officer  off  Charleston^  S.  (7, 

Flagship  \\^ abash, 
Port  Smjal  Harbor,  S.  IK,  November  16,  ISSSl 
Sm:  You  will  please  proceed  when  ready  with  the  Poirhatan  under 
your  command  off  Chaneston  and  resume  the  direction  of  the  block- 
ade of  that  importiint  point  as  senior  officer. 

Your  full  experience  of  this  duty  leaves  me  no  special  instructions 
to  give.  It  is  left  to  your  judgment  to  have  two  vessels  underway 
outside  of  your  line  or  not.  I  would  recommend,  in  the  former  case, 
some  particular  understanding  as  to  the  signals  to  be  made  by  i=?uch 
vessels  to  those  inside. 

Wishing  you  good  weather, 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S,  S,  Powhaiam, 


Rear- Admirals 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dn  P<>^j,  £^  S.  Namf^  to  Co^nmamder  Wool- 

sey^  U,  S.  Navy  J  commanding  U.  S,  ship  Vandalia,  to  proceed  ta  a 

station  on  the  outside  blockade. 

Flaosiup  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  17,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  VamiaMa  under  your  command  when 
ready  for  sea  and  cruise  on  the  coast  on  the  outside  blockade,  in  ref- 
erence to  which  you  have  the  official  instructions,  and  giving  gene  ml 
protection  to  our  commerce. 

You  are  advised  that  I  have  a  further  object  in  sending  out  the  Van- 
dalia^  that  she  may  be  a  school  of  pmctice  for  the  efmduating  class  of 
midshipmen  now  promoted  in  this  sc^uadron  and  others  who  have  had 
but  very  limited  opportunities  of  seemg  sea  sen'ice.  You  will  aid  in 
this  object  all  in  your  power,  returning  to  this  port  in  two  weeks,  say, 
1st  December. 

You  ma}^  call  off  the  port  within  signal  distance  if  it  becomes  con- 
venient to  do  so. 

KespectfuUy,  etc., 


Commander  M,  B.  Woolsky, 

U*  S.  Ship  Vandalia. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
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mit  of  lictrr- Admiral  Dii  PonU  U,  S,  Navy ^  to  Captain  Green ^ 
W:  S,  Nat^y.  conimandifiy  U.  S*  S.  Cancmdaigua^  to  proceed  off 
CharlesUmy  S.  C, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
F^t  Hoyal.  Harbor,  S.  C.  Nmmnher  17,  I86S. 
Sir:  Ton  will  please  proceed  when  ready  with  tho  Cmiundrngua  under 
your  comniund  and  report  to  Captain  Goilon,  senior  officer  present,  for 
blockading  duty  off  Charleston, 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  board  ordered  to  investigate 
the  subject-nmtter  of  your  communication  in  reference  to  the  manage- 
ment or  the  engines  of  the  Cauanduigua, 

Kes|)€ct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  DuPoNT, 
Hear 'Admiral^  C&mdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Captain  J,  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U*  S,  S,  Ca^iandm^m. 


Report  of  Acting^  Master  DeDens^  U.  S*  Jfavy^  eommamding  U.  S,  S* 
Steitin^  ofhia  departure  for  Port  Royal^  S.  C. ,  in  f^dience  t^  Depart- 
ment^ 8  order, 

U,  S.  S.  Stettin, 
Ne^i>  Yoi'k  I/arbor^  November  18^  1862, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  ordei*8  received  ordering  me  to  pmceed  with 
the  U*  S.  S.  Stettifi  under  my  eonunand  to  Port  Royai,  S.  C,  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont  for  duty  on  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  I  would  most  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  this 
day  sailed  from  this  port  for  the  at>ove  destination* 

In  obedience  to  oraers  from  Rear- Admiral  H,  Paulding  I  have  takeu 
as  passengers.  Acting  Master  W.  R,  Browne,  Acting  Assistant  Pay- 
master C.  H,  Longstreet,  First  Assistant  Engineer  William  Creigh 
[Craig],  and  a  captain's  clerk  for  Captain  R,  Werden;  also  seven 
mechanics  ordered  to  repoit  to  Rear-Aamiral  S-  F.  Du  Pont. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F,  Devens, 
Acting  Master^  Conimandifig. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

S^retan/  of  the  Na^vy^  Washington^  D.  C 


Report  of  Rear-AdnM/ral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nam^^  of  the  arrival  at  Port 
Royal  Harbor  of  the  U,  S,  vegaels  Conner  and  Huron. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pm-i  Royal  Harbor,  S.  P.,  November  19,  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
on  the  17th  instant  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Courier  and  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 

Ehis  morning. 
ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
a  F.  DuPont, 
Rear-AdmiraL  Comdg.  South  Ailuntic  Blockading  Squadron, 
G 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 
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Engagemeni  of  Federal  i^e&geh  with  Confederate  haUery  •»  Oye 

Eep«rt  of  Ia«a.t«iiAnt -Commander  Batit,  V,  8.  ]f»T7»  t?*"™**^*'"g  17.  i.  I.  Wissakicktto* 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Wi88ahicko>% 
Ogmchee  Rhstr^  Georgia^  NoveDiher  J9,  IS02. 
Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  I  moved  up  the 
river  with  this  vessel,  the  Dawii^  and  mortar  schooner  Nq,  5,  and 
opened  fire  on  the  batterj^  at  Genesis  Point  at  8:15. 

Advancing  from  the  firsjit  jK>r^ition  itlK»ut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  with  this 
vessel  and  the  Dawn^  continued  firing,  when  the  enemy  disappeared 
as  though  thej  had  deserted  the  buttery:  all  this  time  they  tired  do 
guns.  I  again  advanced  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  with  the  Dawn  in 
company  to  the  bend  of  the  river  in  the  dii'ection  of  the  battery  and 
about  If  miles  from  it,  when  the  enemy  opened  tire,  at  9:45,  and  I 
regret  to  say  the  tirst  shut  struck  this  vessel  abi-east  the  Xl-inch  Gfun 
and  about  4  feet  below  the  water  line,  causing  a  serious  leak;  failing 
to  gain  on  it  with  the  pumps,  and  appi'ehensive  of  the  necessity  of 
putting  the  vessel  a«ihore,  I  reluctantly  dropped  down  beyond  their 
range,  and  succeeded  in  partially  stopping  the  leak  so  that  the  pumps 
would  keep  her  free*  At  2:30  p,  m.  we  ceased  firing  and  i-etumed  to 
our  usual  anchorages.  No  casualties  occurred  during  the  day  on  our 
side.  The  practice  of  the  vessels  was  to  all  appearances  entirely 
satisfactory. 

To-morrow  I  will  lay  the  vessel  ashore  and  with  the  means  at  my 
command  repair  the  damage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant' Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Ckmwmnding  South  Atlantic  Blockadifig  Squadron, 


Abitr&ot  log  of  Ute  IT.  S.  8«  llawn^  Acting  Lieut^iLant  Barn^i,  U.  B.  H&vy,  comin&iiding. 

NoiHwther  19^  1862,^ At  6:30  a,  ni,  took  mortar  boat  jS^(t,  6  in  tow 
and  stemued  up  Ogeechee  River.     At  the  mouth  of  Florida  Passage 
were  joined  by  the  gunboat  Wissahickmi;  ran  up  and  engaged  tno 
battery.     Continued  firing  at  intervals  until  1:80,  when  we  took  mor 
tar  boat  in  tow  and,  accompanied  by  the  Wimahkhotu  steamed  back  t» 
anchorage  in  Vernon  River.     Number  of  shell  fired  from  lUO-!X>undei 
49;  number  of  shell  tired  from  SO-poundar,  37;  number  of  shot  firi 
from  32-pouDderj  5» 


AbiCraot  log  of  tke  T7.  S.  S.  WUtaliickoii,  Lientonaiit-Gommander  DAvla,  U»  8.  Ifa^,  oom 

mandiag. 

JV&vemher  19,  JSO^.—GreBt  Ogeechee  River,  from  8  to  12:  At  8:15 
opened  fire  on  the  batter}'^  with  the  X14nch  gun,  20-pounder  Parrott, 
and  12-iK>under  rifled  howitzer  guns.  At  8:30  shifted  our  position 
one*fourth  of  a  mile  nearer  the  battery.  At  9:30  got  underway  and 
moved  up  the  river.     At  9 :  45  received  a  shot  about  midships,  six  strakes 
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below  water  line,  causing  the  ship  to  leak  badly.  At  9:55  ceased 
Hring,  Extended  the  following  number  of  sheil:  Ten  Xl-inch  15- 
second  fuze  and  7  Xl-inch  20-second;  20-poiinder  rifled  Parrott,  6 
percussion  shell,  2  20-.HecQnd  and  i*  lO-seeoud  fuze,  and  12-pounder 
rifled  howitzer,  8  percussion  shell. 


Commend utory  letter  of  EeftT-Admirml  Bn  Font,  U.  I.  Havy,  to  Llentenant-Commuider 

Bftfii,  IT.  S.  Havy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

P(^t  Rvyal  TTaThm\  S.  a,  Deemther  11,  1S6S, 
Sih:  The  Water  Witch  arrived  to-day,  bringing  Charley  Cook  and 
Michael  Green.     The  former  I  .shall  probably  employ  as  a  pilot;  the 

■    latter  will  be  sent  north, 
1  have  considered  the  report  of  your  engineer,  and  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble will  relieve  you  at  Ossabaw,  so  that  toe  necessary  repairs  can  be 
mtule  to  your  vessel, 

■  I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  your  letters  of  the  19th  and  20th* 
of  Novcmljer,  referring  to  an  engagement  with  the  battery  at  Genesis 
Point,  in  which  the  ^^Uiisalti^kmt  aecidentjilly  received  a  shot,  tempo- 
rarily disabling  her.  I  beg  leave  to  comment  your  whole  course  in  the 
matter,  particularly  in  concealing  so  effectually  from  the  enemy  your 

^    injuries.     Their  official  accounts  make  no  mention  of  them. 

H        I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  buoyed  the  channel. 

B  ^spectfully,  etc., 

m  8.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 

M  Jiear-AdmiraL 

I        Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Dayis, 

L    "'— ■ 


._.*  from  the  U.  S.  canmd  at  Cardi^^  WaleSj  to  ths  Secretary  of  the 
Jfav'i/^  giving  informatiwi  regardi7ig  the  blockade  runner  Hero. 

No.  60.]  United  States  Ck)NSULATE, 

Cardig,  [  Wae£\,  NiyvemherW,  186%. 
Sir:  I  have  just  ascertained  that  the  bark  Ilero^  of  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  which  is  loading  here  with  coal,  will  stop  at  Cork,  [Ireland], 
and  take  in  30  tons  of  gunpowder  and  sail  for  Nassau,  [New  Pro\adence], 
She  has  double  topsail  yards  and  [is]  |>ainted  black  with  a  yellow 
streak.  Her  clearance  from  this  port  will  show  nothing  but  coal  for 
Nassau,  and  therefore  may  deceive  some  of  our  ships  that  may  over- 
haul her.  But  she  is  a  Trojan  horse,  with  munitions  of  war,  if  not 
armed  men  inside. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  D.  Cleveland, 

U.  S.  Comul 
Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretiiri/  oftfie  Natxy, 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  1  have  seen  the  enclosed^  in  the 
London  Star. 


I 

I 

I 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Da  Poni^  U.  S.  Namf^  to  ChmtnamliT  D\ .,, 

U.  S.  Nmry^  aurmmnMnq  U*  S*  S.  JVbruncK  to  praoe€d  off  Cftarl^- 

tofi,  s.  a 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pr>rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  O. ,  Nmrnnher  W,  JS6i. 
Sir:  I  send  the  Femandifia  to  relieve  vou.     If  the  condition  of  you. 
ship  will  permit,  you  will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  for  blockading 
duty,  remaining  there  duping  the  dark  nights,  after  which  you  can 
return  to  Port  Royal  for  repairs. 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.   F.  Du  POKT, 

Mear-Admiral. 
Comoiander  ,1.  M.  Duncan, 

U.  S.  S.  No}^icL 


I 

u 


Order  o/  Reur- Admiral  J/ti  Ihnty  U.  ^.  Nami^  to  Comnumder  Wood- 
hull^  U.  S.  Na^y^  commaTiding  U,  S,  S.  Vhrumron^  ixeknowl^dffinff 
recent  a/report's^  ef^c. 

IYagship  Wabash, 
Ihrt  Royal  Rarbw,  S.  6%  November  20,  1S62. 
Sm:  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  your  several  communications 
of  Novembers,  7,  and  November  (not diited)  and  November  14,  reports 
ing  the  condition  of  things  in  St.  John-y  River ^  the  expedition  to  Was- 
KHW  Biver  by  the  ITale^  and  referring  to  the  salt  works  south  of  St. 
John's,  etc.,  and  commend  your  zeal  and  energy. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Department,  in  consequence  of 
your  letters,  to  the  matter  of  the  destruction  of  salt  works,  and  await 
it^  instructions. 

By  the  last  mail  the  Department  has  informed  me  that  the  Cimarron 
is  to  be  permanently  attached  to  this  sciuadron.  As  soon  as  I  can 
relievo  you,  the  Cimarron  will  return  to  Fort  Royal  for  such  repairs 
as  our  means  will  enable  us  to  make. 

The  Water  Wiick  has  orders  to  supply  you  with  all  the  provisions 
she  ciin  spare. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rm^r- Admiral* 
Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

U,  S,  S,  Cimarron^  St,  John^a, 


I 


Capture  of  tlie  Confederate  schooner  Annie  Dees  hy  the  U,  S.  S.  Sei 
of  Charleston,  S.  C,  November  W,  1862. 

Beport  of  Bear-Adiiural  Sn  Pont,  17.  B.  Fmvy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhyr,  S,  C,  November  28,  1869. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rel3el  schooner 
Annie  Dees  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Seneca  on  the  evcfiing  of  the  7th 
[20th]  instant,  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  out  of  Charleston.  No 
papers  wore  found  on  board.  The  master,  Thomas  Bennett,  acknowl- 
edges that  he  threw  them  overboard  in  obedience  to  orders  from  tho 
owners  in  Charleston. 
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The  schooner,  being  considered  unsesworthj,  was  sent  to  this  port* 
I  ordered  a  survey  upon  her  and  herewith  enclose  the  report,  wherein 
t h e  sch oo n er  is  d eela red  u n fi t  to  p roceed  no rth .  Her  ca rgo ,  con.sisti ng 
of  125  barrels  of  turpentine  and  68  barrels  of  re^sin,  haa  been  trans- 
shipped to  the  U.  S.  storeship  Vouria\  which  sails  to-morrow  for  New 
York,  The  master  and  crew  go  in  the  Courier^  aa  also  three  persons, 
viz,,  John  M.  Murrey,  James  Egal  (or  Egan).  and  Arthur  Ending  (or 
Ervin),  calling  themselves  passengers. 

The  three  persons  last  named,  as  also  one  of  the  crew%  viz,  William 
Lamberton,  who  were  sent  to  this  port  in  the  Uoiisaimik\  are  siLspected, 
from  their  conversation  when  on  board  of  that  vessel,  of  being  Cliarles- 
ton  pilots.  Pencil  sketches  of  the  coast  in  the  neighborhood  of  Law- 
ford  Channel  were  found  in  pocketljooks  belonging  to  some  of  these 
men.  1  recommend,  for  reasons  previously  stated,  that  these  men  be 
closely  scrutinized  and,  if  necessary,  confined. 
H  "  Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

■  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

H  JSear- Admiral^  C&mdg.  South  Atlantic  ^lockadin//  St/uoilrmt* 

H      Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

H  SevreUtry  of  the  JVtuft/^  Waskmytmi, 

^M  BtpOTt  of  Captain  OodoE,  0,  S.  Favy,  Mnior  officer  olT  Ckarleiton,  8.  C. 

^^^L  U.  S.  S.  PoWiL4TAN, 

^pP  Of  ChGTlmtmi,  Nfyremher  21,  186^. 

H     Admiral:  Last  evening  at  8  o*clock  (very  dark  and  rainy)  an  attempt 
H  was  made  by  a  schooner,  the  Annie  Dees^  to  escape  from  Charleston 
y  by  Maflitt's  Channel.     She  was  bi^ought  up,  however,  by  the  Sensca^ 
Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson,  whose  report*  I  enclose. 

Three  shots  were  fired,  one  shell  bursting  over  the  vessel  and  some 
pieces  of  it  striking  her. 

At  9  o'clock  another  attempt  seemed  to  bt>  made.  The  Ilmt4tat<mic 
slipped  and  chased  eastward  and  south  for  50  miles,  but  saw  nothing 
more  of  the  vessel,  and  returned  this  morning  to  her  anchorage. 

This  ship  also  slipped,  ready  to  chase,  but  nothing  was  seen.  I 
hope  it  may  prove  a  false  alarm.  The  night,  however,  was  so  dark 
that  a  vessel  may  have  pai*sed  out. 

I  send  the  Annie  De€»  to  Port  Royal,  Her  cargo  consists  of  14t) 
barrels  of  tnipentine  and  a  quantity  of  resin,  and  is  a  valuable  one. 

As  the  vessel  draws  but  4  feet  (intended  for  inside  trade  entirely),  I 
do  not  feel  justified  in  sending  her  north.  She  had  a  crew  of  four  men 
and  also  three  passengers,  all  of  which  I  shall  keep  until  one  of  the 
vessels  leaves  hence  for  Port  Eoyal.  She  lost  both  anchors,  and  I 
have  none  to  supply  her  with.  The  captain  threw  overlx>ard  his 
papers  by  order  of  his  owners. 

I  earnestly  request  that  the  prize  officer  and  crew  may  be  sent  back 
as  earlv  as  possible* 

I  am^  sirj  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  W,  GODON, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Kear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pokt, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BloiJcading  Squadrmi,  Port  Royal, 

♦  Not  founcL 


I 
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tU/n  r^^^air^ fn/m  rfrntraiand  rt^ffordimg  Om/edermie  imUety. 

U.  &  GcanoAT  SmbmoOj 
Of  G^yr^om^.  S.  C  JKLiwwtur  21^  1862. 
Sn:  I  woaM  re^pectfallT  infonn  yoo  tbu  nolkii^  of  importaiioe 
hM  tnuMpfired  ftt  th»  sUtioii  since  the  deputore  of  me  .^^orwidL  Hie 
Dumber  of  contnhailfi)  on  North  Isknd  now  amoiuitB  tp  59,  8  hftTing 
arrhred  ^tince  the  depurtnre  of  ConmMuider  Danam.  One  of  them, 
who  Arrived  yesterday,  informs  me  that  he  wm8  employed  in  the  fanttery 
on  3Iarion*?4  'plantation,  and  tliat  it  consists  of  four  rifled  cannons. 
From  Ym  description  I  jadge  them  to  be  SO-poonders,  and  tiial  two 
large  guns  are  expected  rrom  Charleston.  He  farther  stales  that  the 
rebels  intend  to  erect  a  battery  on  Santee  River. 

I  am,  sir.  verj-  respectfnlly.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BEAOfOHT, 

Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  I>r  Poot, 

Omimanding  S^/uth  Atlantic  Blofiading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naty  to  the  commandant  nary  yard^  yew 
York,  regarding  the  dispatching ^f  the  U.  S.  tugs  l/c^odil  and 
Columbine  to  the  South  Atlantic  Sguadron. 

Navy  Depabtment,  November  22^  1SG2, 
Sir:  You  will  assign  to  the  tugs  Daffodil  and  Columbine  an  acting 
master  to  command,  uiree  acting  masters  mates,  and  such  complement 
of  men  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  and  dispatch  the  vessels  to  Bear- 
Admiral  Du  Pont.  The  acting  masters  appointed  to  conmiand  should 
be  of  experience  and  acquainted  with  the  coast.  You  will  also  select 
for  each  an  acting  second  and  two  acting  third  assistant  engineers. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yavy. 
Rear- Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  of  Navy  Yard,  Xeic  York. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commpnder  Werden, 
IT.  >S\  Navy^  commxinding  U.  S,  S.  Oonemaughj  detngnatinq  course 
to  he  pursued  in  case  of  attack  by  the  Confederate  ram  JFtngcu. 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Fort  Hcn/al  Harbor,  aS.  C,  November  2S^  1862. 

Sik:  J  have  seen  to-day  the  two  contrabands  brought  up  by  the 
Darlington.  I  learn  the  one  who  knows  most  about  the  rebel  ram  or 
ironclad  Fingal  you  put  on  board  the  Water  Witch^  which  steamer,  I 
hope,  will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two:  but  I  avail  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunitv  to  sav  that  I  consider  the  Coneniaugh,  formidable  as  she  is,  no 
match  for  tne  ironclad  vessel  roofed  over. 

If,  therefore,  she  should  attempt  to  come  down  to  Wassaw  by  Wil- 
mington River  and  to  attack  you  I  would  recommend  your  getting  to 
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se5,  wlifn%  if  nho  folli»woil  you,  though  still  at  great  disadvantage, 

vou  roidd  havr  rnoiti  to  iiianai^^e  your  vessel  and  to  avail  youi'^elf  of 

Ler  speed. 

I  reconiiuend,  therefore,  that  you  have  the  Wassaw  Bar  carefully 

buoyed,  and  I  send  Acting  Master  Mattair  (pilot)  to  assist  you  in  this 
_  matter. 

■  Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

V  Mmr-AdmiraL 

H      Commander  Reed  Werden, 


p 


Order  nf  Cmamnnder  Steedman^  U,  S,  I^ai^i/^  to  Ensign  Wood^  U,  S* 
JVwvi/^  cmufiutndifuf  LL  S\  neh^Hmer  Ntn'folk  PaekeU 

U,  S.  GtTNBOAT  Paul  Jones, 

St.  Simonh,  Nm^mlpa*  S3,  I86S. 
Sin:  You  will  pi'oceed  with  the   V.   S.   schooner  Norfolk  Paek^t 
under  your  command  to  Doboy  Sound,  when,  on  your  arrival,  you 
will  relieve  Acting  Muster  Merianu  of  the  Madgie^  in  blockading  the 
entmnce  of  that  jsound. 

tl  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Steedman, 
Commmuh-r  and  Senior  Officer  J^*e8ent, 
Ensign  [Gko.  W.]  Wood, 

Order  o/  Cfmimund^r  Steedman.,  IL  S.  Natm^  senior  officer ^  to  Acting 
Master  Meriam^  IL  S.  Nany^  c&mnimidtng  If.  S,  S.  Madgie^  to 
proceed  to  St,  SimorCa^  Georgia, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

St,  Simon\  Nommher  m,  186^. 
Sm:  You  will  be  relieved  in  blockading  Doboy  by  Acting  Ensign 
^"d,  of  the  U.  S.  mortar  schooner  Norfolk  Packet ,  You  will  then 
eed  to  Supeh>  and  St,  Catherine's  wit6  the  mails  for  the  Poformka 
and  Brazil iffra^  and  having  delivered  them  wiW  join  me  at  this  place 
with  all  dispat^'h. 

II  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Steedman, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 
Acting  Master  Frank  B.  Merlam, 
Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Madgie^ 


I 
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Order  of  the  Seiretart/  of  the  Nwmf  to  Gommomder  Partatt^  U.  JS. 

Navy^  commanding  ^U.  S,   S.  AngmUt^  to  perform  oofwoy  duty  in 

connectiotL  with  the  Banks  expedition, 

Nov^imER  24, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  make  arrangements  with  General  Banks  to  convoy 
the  ateamerni  belonging  to  his  expedition  into  the  Gull  of  Mexico,  say 


460 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


to  a  point  in  the  vioiiiity  of  Key  Went,  find  after  dist*harg'inE  thin 
duty  you  wiU    return  tu  Port    lloyal   and   report  to    Rcar-AiuimlJ 
Dii  Foot  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  otedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Stnufary  oftfu:  Na^yy. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parroi^, 


.  ___.J^'^^  Seeretary  oftJi^  JVavy  U^  Hear- Admiral  Dh  PonU  U.  S. 
Ww^^  regard  hiy  the  deatructHm  of  salt  loarksand  the  prmervation  of 
tiinher  on  J^yornla  fcat^^rn. 

Navy  Department,  Nmmnber  ^4%  i^^* 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  has  been  received,  in  which  you 
desire  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  Department  regarding  the  salt  works 
along  the  coast  of  Florida  and  the  ship  timtK*r  discovered  on  Nassau^ 
River. 

It  will  he  well  to  destroy  the  salt  works  and  to  seize  and  presei^ve 
the  good  tiiiilx^r, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmfy. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdg.  South  Atimilie  Blockdg,  Sqiiadrtm^  Port  Royal^  S.  C. 


Letter  from  th£  pSttpermte7uh*fd   U,  S,  Coast  Survey  ft*  Rear-Adoih 
Du  Pont^  U,  S.  Navy^  regard hy  the  duties  of  Assistant  BouteU^^ 
msigned  to  his  command. 

Coast  Survey  Offu  e,  yovember  2^^  1862. 
Admiral:  I  have  directed  Assistant  O*  O.  Houtelie,  V ,  S.  Coast  Sur- 
vey, in  the  steanier  Bihh^  to  report  to  you,  lie  has  instructions  for 
regular  Coast-Survey  work,  fn*ru  whii*h  he  is  authorized  nuder  certain 
contingencies  to  vary  and  directions  to  confoiTu  to  any  instructions 
which  you  may  give  him  in  case  you  see  aiusc  from  any  reason  to  set 
a.side  my  instructions  by  employing  him  in  work  more  iuuoediateU* 
bearing  upon  your  operations.  Your  woi'k  is  his  first  duty;  the  other 
he  fcills  back  ujx>n  when  you  do  not  need  him. 

Messrs,  Edwards  and  Dennis  will  soon  rejxjrt  to  you  in  the  schooners 
Arago  and  VaswelL 

Youi^,  respectfully  and  truly,  A..  D,  Bache, 

Su^erintendmit. 
Admiml  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oommandiny  South  Atiantie  Blockaddrhg  Sqimdron, 


qf  Acting  Master  Devens^  IL  S*  Napy^  comjfianding  fK  S*  S» 
Steitin^  of  his  arrival  at  Port  Royals  S*  C, 

U.  S.  S,  Stettin, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Mwemher  2j^  1862. 
Siii:  In  accordance  to  orders  received  by  me  from  3'ou  under  the  dat 
of  Ck^tobe^  29,  1  would  most  respectfully  report  that  1  have  thL*  daj 
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arrived  tit  this  ixn-t,  aud  have  reported  to  Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont 
fur  duty  on  the  Sooth  Atlantic  Blockading"  Squadron* 

I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  7  knots  out  of  the  iSfettin  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  but  trust  she  may  prove  faster.  As 
to  her  qualities,  as  far  as  regards  being  a  good  seaboat  goes,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  jou  she  has  proved  herself  one  of  the  best  scaboatd  1 
ever  saw. 

The  passage  down  has  been  very  stormy,  having  had  a  sti'ong  gale 
with  a  liigh  head  sea  from  the  S.  vS.  W. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yourolK*dient  servant, 

Edwakd  F.  D evens, 
Acting  Master,  Cmnrnaiiding* 
Hon,  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretaf^  of  the  Nm^y^  Wmhington^  D.  C, 


^ 


Report  of  Commander  WiMxlhtdl^  U,  S.  N(my^  mmmanding^  JJ.  S,  S. 
Cimarron^  regarding  affm-rs  hi  St.  Johri's  Hiver^  Florida, 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

St,  Jo/ui's  River ^  Flf^rida^  Noventhet  ^4,  i*'^^'^- 

Admikai.:  1  have  the  hofior  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  20th  instant,  I  feel  much  gmtitied  that  my  services  in  this  locality 
meet  with  vour  approval. 

Everything  remains  as  at  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  Tlie  guerrillas 
occasionally  show  themselves  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jacksonville,  but 
not  in  numbers  sufficient  to  occasion  any  anxiety  or  interfere  with  the 
use  of  the  river  ils  we  may  desire. 

The  colony  at  Pilot  Town  now  contains  nearly  100  men,  women,  and 
children,  white  and  l>lack,  and  the  numl>er  is  gradually  on  the  increase; 
every  fresh  arrival  brings  the  information  that  desertions  are  of  daily 
occurrence  among  the  Florida  troops*  Some  go  to  Fernandina,  others 
[to  St.]  Augustine  and  to  this  miint.  I  am  assui-edthatif  a  permanent 
post  were  established  at  this  place,  protected  by  half  of  a  company  of 
soldiers,  so  as  to  give  coniident^e  to  those  [x*ople  cscamng  (from  "'  unwil- 
ling ser\Hce")of  safety  from  recapture,  there  wonla  be  a  rapid  melting 
away  of  the  armed  men  composing  the  whole  military  strength  of  this 
pail  of  Florida,  which,  so  far  as  Jean  ascertain,  does  not  average  over 
4vM)  men.  The  Georgia  troops  are  all  being  recalled,  and  it  is  not 
likely  they  ynW  sotjn  be  permitted  to  return.  The  people  along  the 
river  bank  are  well  disposed  to  us,  and  1  am  satisfied  from  their  con- 
versation that  they  are  very  tired  with  the  war;  that  discontent  and 
discoumgement  are  very  prevalent  among  the  masses.  The  destitution 
in  this  remon  of  country  is  very  great,  and  the  want  of  clothing  of  all 
kinds  is  their  greatest  need;  such  is  the  existing  state  of  affairs  up  to 
this  time. 

1  have  the  men  of  Pilot  Town  Colony  engaged  as  a  guard.  All  the 
avenues  of  approach  from  Cedar  Point  and  Iroiit  Creek  are  perfectly 
blockad(^d  with  a  heavy  abatis,  and  if  modenite  vigilance  is  observed  it 
will  be  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  assail  it.  As  you  are  aware,  there  are 
no  means  of  support  for  the  people  on  the  island,  save  what  is  obtained 
from  the  vessels  in  the  river.  I  am  consequently  compelled  to  fnrnish 
food  for  them*     I  presimie,  under  the  circumstances,  this  is  all  right; 
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still,  I  should  ven^  much  like  to  have  3^our  view**  for  my  futare  gov- 
ernment, and  also  as  to  the  fiitui-e  of  these  people. 

1  shall  be  veiy  nearly  out  of  coals  by  the  first  of  the  month,  as  wtU 
also  be  the  Unea^,  Can  we  have  a  small  coal  ve8f?el  dispatched  to  usf 
We  could  easily  accommodate  200  tons. 

The  Cimarron  is  really  io  a  very  bad  state,  and  should  be  repaired 
without  further  delay*  She  must  be  placed  in  a  dock  and  shored  up 
to  bring  her  into  shape  again.  She  is  evidently  spreading,  and  the 
safet^^  of  hei-  engine  is  critical. 

I  am  very  happy  in  being  permanently  attached  to  your  cominand, 
and  it  mil  be  my  study  to  execute  all  your  orders  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  composing  this 
part  of  the  blockade^  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you,  is  excellent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M,  WOODHULL, 

Commander^  U.  6\  J^a^i^, 

_  Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Comdg*  South  AH^intic  Bl^ockading  Sfuudrcm^  Port  Royals  S.  C 


[Tele^TUn.] 

Navy  Defaktment,  JVbvemher  26,  18G2, 
Send  the  MeDrmmigh  and  MtnTW^  fcrryboatii,  direct  to  Port  RoyaK 
and  the  IIull  to  Hampton  Roads, 

Ctideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy* 
Rear- Admiral  Hikam  Paulding, 

Commandant  JVain/  Ynrd^  Ne70  Yoi^Jc, 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  iJu  Pont,  U*  S.  Navy,  to  Cammand'er  FraiJey. 
U*  S*  Nai^y^  commanding  (7,  S.  S.  Quaker  Oity,  to  prooeei  i}ff 
GhmleBton^  /$.  C 

Fi^GSiirp  Wabash, 

P(ytt  R&yal  JIarkn\  S.  (Z^  Noveml/er  25,  1S€S, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City  under 
your  command  off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Cap- 
tain S*  W.  Godon,  senior  officer  present 

You  will,  however,  stop  on  your  way  off  Stouo,  delivering  the  mails 
and  stores  intended  for  the  Isaac  SnuiA, 
Respectfully  J  etc., 

S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Mear'AdmiraL 
Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 


Report  ofActhw^  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eytlnge^  V.  S,  JVavj/^  command- 
ing U.  S.  ship  Sfwp/ierd  Knapp^  of  hw  arrival  at  Netc  Yorh 

U.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  November  26^  18€B. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  .^ife  arrival  of  this  ship  at  the 
port  of  New  York  and  the  fact  of  my  having  reported  formally,  deHv- 
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eriDg  dispatches  to  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  from  Rear-Admiral  Du 
Pont.  Officers  and  erew  (list  of  whom  have  been  forwarded  by  Pay- 
master Trimble)  are  all  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  S.  EyrrNGB, 
Acting  Vohmteer  Lieutenant  Cmnmofndmgn 
Hon.  GiBEON  Welles. 


oa 


Lettet  Jrmn  Eear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Nmy^  to  Brigadi^- 
Oeneral  SaM€^n^  U.  S.  Anny^  reqiLmting  his  views  regarding  the 
colonies  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 

Port  Royal  Harlor,  S.  a,  i^rmeniiei*  £6,  186S. 

General:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  colonies  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South. 

There  are  at  present  60  contrabands  on  North  Island,  near  George- 
town. 

There  are  nearlv  100  colonists  on  an  island  in  the  St.  John's  River 
under  the  protection  of  our  gunboats,  but  of  this  nimiber  there  are  a 
good  many  white  persons,  refugees.  Commander  Woodbull,  of  the 
Cimarron^  in  his  last  communication,  writes  as  follows: 

The  colony  at  Pilot  Town  now  contains  nearly  lOO  men,  women,  antl  children, 
white  and  black,  and  the  imniher  is  gratlually  on  tlie  inereafle.  Every  fresh  arrival 
hrifigH  the  iiifonnation  that  desertioiiB  are  of  daily  occurrence  among  the  Florida 
troops. 

As  you  are  aware,  there  are  no  means  of  siippcut  for  the  people  on  the  island,  save 
what  "is  obtained  from  the  veseele  in  the  river,  and  I  am  consequently  compelled  to 
furnish  food  to  tiiem. 

These  coloniata  are  all  much  in  w^ant  of  food  and  clothing,  the  latter  of  which  it  is 
entirely  out  of  my  power  to  «upply.  I  have  been  doing  the  fonner  out  of  my  lim- 
ited meaas  from  the  gunVMiatfl.     Thet*e  pmor  people  can  not  1m?  allowefl  to  Btar\''e. 

I  should  be  glad  to  bear  from  you  in  reference  to  this  matter  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  geneml,  respectfully,  etc., 


Brigadier-General  R.  Saxton, 

Beaufort.,  S,  a 


a  R  Du  Pont, 

Mear'AdmiraL 


I 


Letter  from  Brigadier' General  Sa^rton^  ^\S.  Army^  to  Bear-Admiral 

Du  PonL  H,  S,  Navy^  regarding  provis^ion  for  trie  mlmiists  at  Pilot 

Towfij  Fl^, 

Beaxtfort,  a  C,  November  28,  1862, 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant. 

I  will  send  a  steamer  to  North  Island  for  the  contrabands  at  that 
point  a,s  soon  as  I  can  procure  om^ 

With  regard  to  the  colonist^^  at  St.  John-s  River  and  Pilot  Town,  I 
rejgret  that  I  have  no  place  to  put  theiu  except  in  tents;  every  liuilding 
I  nave  is  tilled,  I  am  now  building  houses  at  St,  Helenaville,  S.  C, 
for  refugees,  but  they  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  for  several 


-•     -  2     '*. 
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ering  dispatches  to  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  from  Rear-Admiral  Du 
Pont,  OflScers  and  erew  (list  of  whom  have  been  forwarded  by  Pay- 
ma^ster  Trimble)  are  all  well. 

I       Very  respectf iilU%  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  S,  Eytikge, 
Acting  Vchmteer  Lieutenant  Cmnmandmg. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
jtter 
Gen 


^ 


^ 


Jroni  Bear- Admiral'  Du  Pont^  U,  S,  Itofy^  to  Brigadier- 
General  Soi^tojiy  U.  S.  Army^  requesting  his  mews  regarding  the 
colanies  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  NmemberSS,  }86£. 
Gekeral:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  colonies  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South. 

There  are  at  present  60  contrabands  on  North  Island^  near  George- 
town, 

There  are  nearly  100  colonists  on  an  island  in  the  St,  John's  River 
under  the  protection  of  our  gunboats,  but  of  this  number  there  are  a 
good  many  white  persons,  refugee.^.  Commander  Woodbull,  of  the 
Cimarrmi^  in  his  lant  communication,  writes  £is  follows: 

The  colonj''  at  Pilot  Town  now  contains  nearly  KX)  mcn^  women,  and  cliildren, 
white  and  hiack,  and  the  number  ia  gradually  on  the  im-rease.  Every  fresh  arrival 
briiigs  the  infnn nation  that  desertions  are  of  daily  occurrence  aniung  the  Florida 
troops. 

Ab  you  are  aware,  there  are  no  meane  of  support  for  the  people  on  the  island,  save 
what  IS  obtained  from  the  vesBels  in  the  ri.ver,  and  I  am  consequently  compelled  to 
funitsh  food  to  them. 

These  coloniHt.H  are  all  much  in  want  of  fomi  and  clothing,  the  latter  of  which  it  is 
entirely  out  of  my  power  to  supply.  I  have  been  doing  the  fonner  out  of  my  lim- 
ited meauH  from  the  gurihoat^,     Trief*e  poor  fjeople  can  not  he  allowe<l  tfi  §tan*e. 

»I  should  be  gliid  to  hear  from  you  in  reference  to  thi?j matter  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 
1  am,  general,  i-espectfully,  etc. 


Brigadier-General  R.  Saxton, 

Beau/art^  S. 


F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-Adffi  iraL 


I 


Letter  Jrmn  Brigadier- General  Sa^ton^  IT.  S.  Army^  to  Rmr- Admiral 

Du  Pont^  ZZ  o.  Navy^  regard Im;  provimon  for  t-he  eoloni^t^  at  Pilot 

Tmm,  Fla. 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  November  28,  1862. 

Abmtral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant 

I  will  send  a  .steamer  to  North  Ishind  for  tJie  eontmbands  at  that 
point  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  one. 

With  regard  to  the  colonists  at  St.  John's  River  and  Pilot  Town,  I 
regret  that  I  have  noplace  to  put  them  except  in  tents;  every  building 
I  have  is  tilled.  I  am  now  building  bouses  at  8t.  HelcnavfUe,  S.  €*, 
for  refugees,  but  they  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  for  several 
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weeks.     I  expect  that  our  forces  will  soon  be  enabled  to  occupy  Edista  I 

Island;  in  that  event  I  shall  hare  room  for  2,000  people.  J 

If  the  coloniste  can  remain  in  their  present  position  until  the  arriTalj 

of  General  Hunter,  I  shall  be  able  then  to  provide  for  them  all. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  8er\^ant, 

R.  Saxton, 
Bri^gadier-  General. 
Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont, 

Comfnanding  South  Ai1^7itw  Bl^fckadifig  fSquudron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral   I>u    Pont^    TJ,    S.    Nami^   to   LimdeMmi^ 

Commmider  Gihson^  U~  S.  Navy^  eormnmiding  U.  &\  5.  Seneca^  ta\ 

proceed  to  duty  in  Stono  Inlet ^  6outh  Carolina.  ^ 

Flagbuip  Wabash, 
Pm-t  Sm/al  Harbor ^  S.  C,  Ncrverr^her  28,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Sefieca  under  your  command  to  the 
Stono  Inlet  and  hold  its  waters.     You  will  receive  from  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Conover  all  the  information  reqiusite,  which  his  recent  experi- 
ence there  will  render  desirable. 
I  will  send  another  vessel  in  a  few  days, 

You  will  waU^h  daily  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  the  work 

progfressing  on  their  defenses,  obstructing  their  operations  if  attempted 

within  reach  of  your  guns. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Pear- Admiral, 
Liieutenant-Commander  W,  Gibson, 

U,  S.  S,  /Seneca,  off  Charl'eston, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Poni,  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Captain  Godon, 
U.  S.  Navy^  regardimj  duty  for  the  Ul  o.  S.  Seneca, 

FxiAGSsip  Wabash 
P^rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Nowmber  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please,  on  receipt  of  this,  order  the  Seneca  into  Stono 
Inlet  without  delay. 

As  the  moon  is  on  the  increase  you  can,  I  think,  spare  her,  as  1  have 
sent  the  QtMker  City  back  and  the  Stettin,  recently  arrived,  to  report 
to  you. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admired, 
Captain  S.  W,  Godon, 

Senior  Offi^cer  Present,  off  Chari^tofi* 


k 


Order  ofCmmnander  WoodhnU^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Mctster  Fa^wn, ' 
U.  S.  Wam/y  commanding  U,  S,  S,  ITncas,  for  a  7*€C(mnoummce  in  St. 
John^s  River^  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
St,  Johi^s  River,  Florida^  JVbveniber  28^  1862, 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  up  the  river  to  Jacksonville  as  soon  a.s  your 
urmngements  will  permit.    Examine  en  route  all  the  shores  and  obseiTO  J 
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if  any  changes  have  ocrurred  hi  nee  your  lant  visit.  While  at  Jackson- 
ville, uodor  the  protection  of  a  flag  of  truce,  enquire  after  a  Mrs. 
Bethuiie;  if  you  see  her  ask  her  if  she  wishes  to  send  word  or  letter 
to  her  relations  in  the  North,     If  so,  plea^ie  gratify  her  wish. 

If  >*ou  have  time  and  everything  is  favorable,  1  would  like  you  to 
extend  your  voyage  to  Magnolia  Springs  and  examine  well  the  shores 
in  the  neJghborliood  of  Black  Creek,  as  I  understand  that  the  guerrilla 
company  of  Captain  [John]  Westeott  is  located  near  that  point  and  is 
now  in  a  state  of  disorganization.  If  this  is  true^  you  may  be  able  to 
pick  up  some  fugitives  from  unwilling  service,  also  some  of  their 
unfortunate  black  brethren. 

While  off  Magnolia,  if  safe  to  do  so,  communicate  with  Mr.  Benedict, 
the  owner  of  the  hotel  and  its  surroundings.  He  is  a  good  Union  man. 
If  he  desires  to  send  letters  to  his  relatives  North  you  w4Il  please 
receive  them  for  transmission.  If  ho  wishes  to  send  his  son  "Willian, 
Benedict  to  the  North  you  will  facilitate  his  wishes. 

Be  extremely  cautious  not  to  risk  unnecessarily  the  lives  of  yom 
crew.  Your  force  is  equal  to  contend  with  anything  we  know  of  at 
present  that  the  enemy  can  bring  against  us;  hut  they  can,  if  the  great- 
est vigilance  is  not  observed  by  your  officers,  do  muefi  injiuy  with  theii 
rifles,  concealed  along  the  river  bank.  I  repeat  this  caution,  a«*  the 
admiral  makes  a  strong  point  of  it  in  his  ordei"s  and  instructions  t-u  me. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  passage  and  a  safe  return, 
1  am  J  respectfully,  etc., 

M.   WOODIICTX, 

Comnmndery  Senwr  Officer^  St.  John*s  Hivvr, 
Captain  Wm.  Watson, 

a  S.  S.  Unam. 


iM^ort  oj' litar- Admiral  Dn  I\mt^  U*  S\  iV^?jy,  rega/rding  the  dvip4Mi- 

t'wn  of  tkt*  v*md^  of  hw  comm/inu, 

FuiGSHip  Wabash, 

Jhrl  liijyat  Ilarbtfr,  S.  (\.  December  1,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  i>ositions  of  the  bhx^k- 
adi ng  vessels  of  this  squadron: 

At  Georgetown,  U.  S.  S.  Stbaqo. 

Off  Bullls  Bay,  U.  8.  bark  ReMem, 

Off  Charleston,  U,  S.  steamei's  Powluitan^  Canamhu4jua^  Merct^ltta^ 
tSimtJt  O/rolimij  Quaker  Citt/y  Keystmi^  State,  Ble7ivlth\  Nf^rfffeh^  Mat- 
htek4iad„  Huron ^  rlamheau^  Memphis^  and  SteUin^  and  schooners  6^.  W. 
Blunt  and  Pant. 

Stono  Inlet,  U*  S.  gunboats  Ottmoa^  Se/teca^  and  l8aa€  SviitA, 

North  Edisto,  U.  S.  gunboat  UnadUl^, 

St  Helena  Sound,  U.  S.  bark  Fernand/bia. 

Wassaw  Inlet,  U.  8.  S,  Ccmeinaftgh. 

Ossabaw,  U.  S.  steamers  Wismki^h/?*  and  Batten ,  and  moiiar 
schooner  0*  P.  WiUiarm* 

Guarding  St.  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Simon's  sounds, 
C.  S.  steamers  Pmd  Jmies^  Potofmka^  Maagi^^  U.  S.  bark  BmziUera^ 
and  mortar  schooner  JVbrfM  Packet. 

LSt  Andrew's  Sound*  U.  S.  bark  Midnight. 
N  W   B— VOL   13 —    'M 
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Fernandinaj  U,  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
St.  John's  River,  U,  S.  steamers  Oimarron  and  Un4)as. 
Ill  Port  Royal,  most  of  them  uodergoing  repairs  and  taking  in  sup- 
plies, U.  S.  S^  Wc^sK  U.  S*  ship  Ffr///w/i,  U.  S.  ^t^^m^t^  Haumtonw^ 
Flm^  E.  B.  HaU^  and  tugs  Pettit  and  Rescue, 

The  U*  S.  S.    Wai^ei'  Wit^h  and  U.  S.  schooner  Hope  are  U8ed  as  dis- 
patch boats. 

The  U.  S.  Coaet'-Survey  steamer  BtM^  which  arrived  here  on  the 
27th  of  November,  is  engaged  in  buoying  the  harbors. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

^^  S.  F.  Du  Foot, 

Rem'-Admind,  Cmnd'g,  South  Atlantic  Mlockaddmg  Sfpmd/nm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ASecretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  PmU^  U,  S,  Nam^,  to  LimUmant- Com- 
mmider  Whiting ^  U,  6\  Ifavy^  commanding  U.  S*  S,  Ottawa^  for  a 
reconnoissancs  in  Stom>  River* 

Flagship  Wababh, 
Fori  Royal  JlarOcrr,  S.  6%  December  i,  2862, 
Sie:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Ottawa  under  your  command 
to  Stono  and  take  charge  of  those  watjers. 

You  will  please  make  such  reeonrioi8Bance  as  will  enable  you  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  reM  batteries,  without,  however,  eicpoeing 
your  vessels  to  unnecessary  risk.  I  desire  particularly  to  know  wnether 
any  guns  have  been  put  in  position  below  Fort  Pemberton. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Couover,  of  the  Isa^ie  Sfnifh^  who  has  been  in 
Stono  for  some  time,  will  be  able  to  give  you  valuable  information. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear' Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  D.  Whiting, 

K  S:  K  Ottawa, 


Report  of  Commands  WoodhidK  U,  S,  Na^try^  commanding  U*  S.  S, 
Oiffiarron^  regardimf  affairs  in  St.  John^n  Rirer^  Florida, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cimaiiron, 

St,  John's  Rimr,  Floridn,  De^^emhi^r  U  IS62, 
Abmtkal:  Enclosed  you  will  tind  a  letter  recently  received  from  a 
Mr,  Burritt,  of  Jacksonville,  complaining  of  the  strict  supervision  I 
have  thought  proper  to  pursue  in  this  locality  (since  the  tating  of  the 
battery  at  St.  John^s  Bluff),  and  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  that  gentle- 
man. It  is  very  true  what  he  therein  states,  that  I  have  rigorouMly 
maintained  our  occupant\v  of  the  river,  and  in  doing  so  I  have,  among 
other  precautions,  invariably  destroyed  **all  the  lx>ats  and  water  craft 
of  whatever  description  met  with,  deeming  this  course  the  best  and 
easiest  means  of  putting  an  end  to,  or  at  leust  in  a  great  measure 
obstructing,  ^Mnilitary  operations"  of  the  enemy.  That  it  haa  teen 
so  far  successful  and  produced  the  very  inconvenience  aimed  at  by  me 
is  without  doubt  the  *'])inching  cause'-  that  elicited  Mr.  B.\s  letter, 
whose  desire  evidently  is,  under  the  guise  of  a  private  communiration> 
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to  obtain  an  official  reoogiiitiou  and  coiisont  to  his  wishes  (meHiUD|jf,  I 
have  reai^on  to  belic'vo,  the  '^Confodorato  ofliL-ers  of  Jtick8oindlk%"  with 
whom,  I  am  credibly  in  formed,  he  is  in  constant  and  clone  conlidence). 

This  Mr.  Burritt  is  a  btwyor  fiy  profession,  and  luther  a  prominent 
man  in  these  part-s.  Yon,  no  doubt,  know  something-  of  his  anteced- 
ents, Ilo  is  represented  to  me  as  having  been  at  the  outbreuk  of  the 
rebellion  a  secessionist.  Aft^r  your  conquest  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try he  took  miite  a  showy  part  as  a  Union  man.  Since  then  he  has 
returned  to  nis  "secession  pro<'livities,-'  and  now,  to  g-uard  against 
accidents,  he  is  trying*  to  be  a  '' go-between  ^^= — in  otner  words,  a 
"waiter  on  Providence/-  He  never  will  be  nsefnl  to  ns,  but  will  bo 
juat  what  will  most  conduce  to  his  owtj  purposes  and  contribute  the 
most  toward  the  preservation  of  his  large  property  at  Jacksonville  and 
part^  contiguous.  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  my  description  of 
the  gentleman  that  you  may  dniw  the  right  conclusions  as  to  the  tenor 
of  his  letter  to  me, 

I  know^  from  positive  information,  gathered  in  convei'sation  from  a 
nmnber  of  people  along  the  river  hank,  that  the  course  I  pursued  in 
"  destroying  boats  "  has  been  in  the  nxuin  satisfactory,  as  it  has  guarded 
indirectlv  theouiet  and  inoffensive  part  of  the  inhiibitants  from  "'  rob- 
bery and  plunacr^'  of  these  irresponsible  rascals,  w^ho,  in  small  bands, 
infest  this  region  of  country,  calling  themselves  *'  regulators,''  besides 
interfering  greatly  with  the  '* foraging  parties''  of  me  guerrillas  and 
other  ^'military  orgtmizations/' 

We  have  destroyed,  from  first  to  last,  p<}rhaps  a  thiiusand  boats. 
They  were  so  numerous  on  our  first  appeamnee  in  the  river  it  might 
almost  be  said  to  l>e  "'  Ijridged  over/'  and  you  can  well  conceive  how 
easy,  with  such  facilities,  it  was  to  concentrate  rapidly  forces  at  any 
given  point  on  either  bank  of  the  river;  iilso  give  tnem  large  means  of 
transportation  of  provisions,  plunder,  and  all  other  matters  necessary 
to  guerrilla  warfare* 

Isubmit  the  above  statement,  hoping  uiy  course  will  meet  with  your 
approval, 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your.obedient  servant, 

M.  Wt)<ji>iitrLL, 

V  mmnandef',  U.  S,  Nwvy^  Stni4}T  Officer  BlttcMg.  SL  John^n  liiver. 

Rear-Admiml'  S.  F.  Du  Font,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Vmndg,  South  Atl4inti€ Blovkd^,  SquadnffijPort  Ht/t/al^  6\  (\ 

Jacksonville,  Fla,,  Nm^einher^B^  1SG2, 
Dear  Sir:  I  venture  to  avail  mysrdf  of  the  op|K>rtunity  afforded  l>y 
the  visit  of  the  UnvaH  to  sav  !*•  you  that  in  a  conversation  I  had  witu 
Captsiin  Steedman,  of  the  IStnl  JtmfH^  while  he  was  here  in  the  early 
part  of  Octokier,  he  ilitimuted  to  me  that  although  General  Brannan's 
forces  were  about  to  leave  he  would  .>till  continue  with  his  naval  force 
to  hold  the  river,  but  that  he  should  molest  none  of  the  itiba!)itants 
unless  they  molested  hiuL  My  intercourse  with  Captain  Steedman  was 
not  official  (as  I  am  only  a  private  citizen  of  this  place),  and  of  course 
this  was  not  understood  to  l>c  a  pledofe  or  engagement  on  the  part  tif  this 
officer,  liut  only  an  expression  of  wliat  1  understood  to  be  his  ititention* 
Whether  Caj>tain  Steedman  i'ontinurd  to  command  in  the*  rivrr  fur 
any  time  after  this  I  hsive  btd  no  means  **f  knowing,  bnt  I  have  sup- 
posed not,  because  the  i>olic^  indicated  by  him  hay  not  been  pursued* 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  ,suy  tliut  the  u.so  of  tbo  river  to  the  inhabitants 
along  the  St.  John'w  for  all  ]Htrposos  han  been  wholly  interdioted  tiy 
the  destniction  of  their  bcjjit.s  and  everything  in  the  shape  of  water 
craft.  ThiH  condition  of  tliingH  has  resulted,  a.s  it  in  supposed,  fi'oiii 
the  attempt  of  the  military  uuthoritien  in  Florida  to  eonstrnct  (not  to 
maintain)  a  1>attery  nt  St.  •  John's  Bluff,  a  matter  in  which  the  people 
along:  the  river  and  in  all  this  region  were  not  only  not  consulted ,  and 
of  wTiich  many  of  them  had  iio  knowledge  at  the  time  it  was  being 
erected,  but  in  which  they  had  no  sort  of  jTiirticipation  in  any  way. 
It  is  not  to  Ijc  presumed  that  these  fai'ts  were  fully  know^n  to  the  Fed- 
eral forces  in  tne  river,  bet*ause  as  a  measure  of  retaliation  the  injuries 
might  as  w* ell  have  been  inflictx^d  upon  the  citizens  of  any  other  locality. 
Whether  the  erection  of  a  formidable  battery,  such  as  Geneiml  Brannau 
and  Captain  Steecbuan  inforjned  nie  the  one  at  St*  John's  Bluff  waa, 
and  the  prompt  abandonment  of  it  to  your  forces  without  a  struggle, 
was  a  suitable  subject  of  retaliation  against  even  those  who  devised 
and  constructed  it  may  be  a  question.  But  snrelj'  those  who  had  noth- 
ing  to  do  with  it  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible,  and  yet  these  are 
the  only  ones  who  have  suffered,  I  l^eg  to  gubmit  to  yon  whether — 
these  facti*  being  *so,  as  they  incontestaMy  are — -this  view  of  the  sub]eet 
is  not  worthy  your  consideration,  and  whether,  in  your  judgment,  it 
would  1>e  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  your  service  to  relax  some- 
what the  rigor  which  has  hitherto  been  practiced.  It  must  be  obvious 
that  the  small  boats  and  canoes  used  by  our  people  in  fishing  and  in 
crossing  the  river,  and  in  passing  occasionally  up  and  down,  can  not 
be  made  available  for  any  military  purpose,  and  indeed  it  is  hardly 
possible  that  they  could  be  used  for  any  offensive  or  objectionable  pur- 
pose whatever. 

Were  it  known  that  I  made  this  communication  to  you  my  motives 
w^ould  be  misconstrued  by  many  and  would  doubtless  subjeet  me  to 
inconvenience.  The  people  along  the  river  w^ould  be  very  gmtefub 
In  other  quarters  I  suppose  I  should  be  censured,  I  particularly 
request,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  confidential*  You  will 
please  regard  it  as  the  application  of  a  private  individual  on  behalf  of 
tlm  quiet  and  unoffending  inhabitants  of  the  river,  many  of  them  sim- 
ple, unlettered,  and  immforujed,  who  have  no  ix>wer  to  speak  for 
themselves,  and  if  they  had  would  not  dare  to  exeiTise  it. 
T  am,  very  re8|>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  BuRRrrr. 

Flag-Offieor  Maxwell  Woodhull, 

St€umer  Cimarron^  Co-nwiandin^^  etc.,  aSY,  Jokn^it  Eiver. 


U.   S.  8,  CiMAKRON, 

Sib:  Yours  of  the  2f*th  was  duly  received,  I  regret  w^ith  yon  the 
necessity  of  maintaininp  the  strict  state  of  rigor  you  complain  of,  Imt 
see  no  good  reason  to  discontinue  its  stnngency;  It  was  cioubtless  the 
wish  and  intention  of  the  United  States  authorities  to  be  as  lenient 
toward  the  inbalntants  along  the  river  banks  as  would  be  consistent 
with  a  safe  occupancy  of  its  w^aters,  previous  to  the  i-aising  of  the  bat- 
teries at  St.  John's  and  Yellow  Bhm'.  As  this  happy  understanding 
was  thus  rudely  disturlied,  I  can  not  think  that  any  bhune  as  to  tlie 
rrsuJt  rests  with  us,  or  so  unrcasonaltlc  a  complaint  ought  to  br  cnter- 
iMined  at  the  preaei^t  state  of  affairs  (^kuowing^as  you  well  do,  the  full 
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rimmistunoes  of  the  am*).  What  has  been  done  wa.s  b}^  order  of  my 
suiH^riors,  and  so  lori^  a.s  the  State  of  Florida  hold^  to  its*  eontimiacious 
position  toward  the  United  States  eooHtitiitional  authority,  so  long 
will  a  .strict  nulitnrv  supervision,  \\ith  all  its  lethal  eon.sequenee,s,  he 
continued. 

As  you  profess  to  be  jsiniplv  a  private  ^entlenmn,  and  diselaiiii  any 
offieial  idiameter  to  your  eorreHpondenee,  I  niui^t  respeetfully  decline 
further  eommuniaitionH  of  like  nature.  I  have  no  priv^ate  views  on 
publie  mutters.  Asa  United  States  offieer  I  approve  without  question, 
and  obey  without  feel tni,'',  the  behests  of  niv  (lovernnient. 

I  am  not  a  '^flag-otfieer/''  but  simply  the  senior  otheer  commanding 
this  part  of  the  bloekade. 

I  am,  very  respiHtfidly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

M  WOODHULL, 

Commit niirt\  Srnlor  OJ^.cei\  Blockading  iSt.  Johi*H  Hiver. 
Mr.  S.  L.  BuRRiTT, 

JiwkmnriUt\  Fhu 


Ordtr  of  Rear- Admiral  Da  Pont^  LL  S,  Kavy^  to  Commmjd^r  Wool- 
Mey^  u,  S.  JVavUy  commanding  U.  JS.  ship  Vandulia,,  to  cruise  off 
di/irleston,  S,  a 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  TTarlm\  S.  C,  Decern fm^  2,  1S6^. 
Sir:  Having,  with  the  Vandaliu  under  your  eonimarid*  exeeuted 
miecessfully  ray  orders  of  the  17th  November,  in  eruising  off  the 
eoast,  I  have  to  direet  that  you  will  repeat  the  serviees  tlien  rendered, 
receiving  on  btmrd  such  ofheers  as  1  nave  ordered  to  report  to  you, 
who  eouTd  not  be  spared  for  the  first  rruise. 

You  will  prot^eed  at  oiiee  otl  Charleston  and  receive  on  btjard  Lieu- 

blienant  Higginson  from  the  l*owhatan  and  Aeting  Master  Smith  from 

^the  I^lawhrmi^  whose  orders  have  been  delivered  to  yon,  returning 

these  twx>  gentlemen  to  their  respective  ve.ssels  liefore  returning  to 

this  anchorage. 

You  will  remain  tw^o  weeks,  not  longer,  and  communicate  with  this 
port  from  outwide  when  you  may  deem  tit. 
Respeetfully,  eti'.. 


Commander  il,  B.  Wooi^ey, 


S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral* 


Report  of  Conimunder  W{*odhull^  U.  S*  A%m^  regarding  an  atf'Ock  an 
Tedei*al  oJicits  and  m^i>  frain  tfw  U.  *>,  S.  Uncos  at  Magnolia 
SpringH^  rla. 

U.  S.  S,  ClMAItRON, 

SL  Jofuiti  River.  Florida.  Devtmhrr  J,  1862, 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  occurrence,  which 

happened  several  days  since,  with  the  eireimistanees  that  incidentally 

led  to  \X\  ' 

Ju.Nt  uftcr  our  repossession  of  the  river,  and  w^hile  in  charge  of  an 

expedition  up  to  the  head  of  naviga.tioi\^  1  wvaA^^^XiCi^  «kV  ^vsk.^\x0^ia» 
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Springs-  I  there  ascertained  this  line  property  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Bene- 
dict, .said  to  be  a  Union  iiinn  niul  lnolher-iii-law  of  a  Dr.  Harris,  of  Phila- 
delphia. In  coiirj^e  of  t'C)iiv<»r.sation  Mr.  B.  expressed  a  ver}^  earneat 
desire  to  have  his  son  s^nt  to  the  North  in  order  to  escape  the  conscrip- 
tion,  as  he  was  a  Uninri  man  and  did  not  wish  to  have  any  of  his  famil}^ 
engaged  in  a  war  a|y;uinst  the  LI.  S.  Government.  This  occurred  some 
time  about  the  5th  or  6th  of  October. 

Keeping  this  in  inind,  and  having  been  from  time  to  time  reminded 
of  Mr.  B.  s  wishes  as  regards  his  son  by  the  frequent  arrival  of  fugi- 
tives from  his  neighborhood,  I  directed  Captain  Watson,  eommandiug 
the  Utwas^  on  the  28th  ultimo,  after  visiting  Jacksonville,  to  push  his 
reconuoissance  to  Magnolia  Springs,  and  if  practical  and  safe  to  com- 
municate with  Mr,  B.,  and  if  he  desired  to  send  his  son  north,  to 
facilitate  his  wislies.  In  pursuance  of  this  order  Captain  Watson  arrived 
olf  the  said  place,  and  seeing  nothing  suspicious,  sent  a  1>oat  on  shore 
[in  charge  of  an  officer.  So  soon  as  the  boat  touched  the  entl  of  the 
wliaif  (which,  by  the  way,  is  nearl}'  300  yards  in  length!  Mr.  B.  was 
there  to  receive  it.  He  said  he  did  not  then  wish  to  send  fiis  son  north, 
requested  the  officer  to  receive  some  letters  for  the  North  (which  was 
acceded  to),  and  then  connuenced  walking  back  toward  the  land,  followed 
by  the  officer  and  Ixiat^s  crew  (conversing  with  them)*  He  wjis  asked  if 
there  w^ere  any  armed  men  in  the  neighborhood.  I  le  answ^ered,  *"'  No,  Imt 
^there  are  some  at  Black  Creek.  ■ '  By  this  time  the  partv  had  approached 
itfie  part  of  the  wharf  wiiere  it  joins  the  beach.  Syadenly  Mr.  B.  jumped 
fdown  and  concealed  himself  under  the  wharf,  and  almost  immediately 
fi  heavy  volley  of  small  arms  was  discharged  directly  at  our  men,  fortu- 
nately without  effecting  any  result.  The  men  at  once  retreated  back  in 
good  order  to  the  boat,  exposed  to  a  continuous  Jire  from  the  ambushed 
enemy.  So  soon  as  the  men  obtaioed  the  shelter  of  the  wharf,  and  in 
the  boat,  the  U^was  promptly  and  effectivel v  shelled  the  locality.  Hav- 
ing satisfactorily  proved  the  efficiency  of  shell  to  those  rascals.  Captain 
A\atson  returned  down  the  river.  I  extreniely  regret  that  at  the  time 
of  the  above  occurrence  he  had  not  there  and  then  destroyed  everything 
within  the  range  of  his  guns,  w^hich  WTJuld  have  been  the  proper  pun- 
ishment for  such  barefaced  treachery,  I  indeed  was  umch  inclined  to 
proceed  up  myself  next  morning  and  retaliate  with  tire,  but  on  reflec- 
tion I  concluded  to  coimuunit^ati^  the  fact  to  you  and  wait  your  further 
orders. 

At  these  springs  is  erected  a  splendid  three-story  hotel,  covering  a 
large  space  of  ground,  surroundea  by  quite  a  Tuuuberof  beautiful  cot- 
tage residences  (part  of  thi^  establishment).  It  all  belongs  to  this  Mr. 
Benedict,  and  htis  beetj  a  favorite  winter  resort  in  past  years  for  invalids 
from  the  North.  The  proj>erty  is  very  valualde,  and  no  expense  has 
been  spared,  apparently,  to  make  it  an  agreeable  place  of  sojourn.  The 
value  and  ext.ent  of  the  property,  with  the  fact  of  the  punishment  the 
guerrillas  received  without  doubt  frtjui  the  shower  of  shell,  grape,  and 
canister  thrown  at  them,  determined  me  not  to  take  immediate  retali- 
atory action,  believing  in  a  case  like  this  your  w^ish  should  be  iirst  con- 
sulted. I  understtind  the  party  that  made  the  attack  consisted  of  50 
men,  conmianded  by  a  Captain  Westcott, 

Otherwise  than  the  above  occurrence,  everything  remains  quiet  in 
the  river.  It  is  daily  under  a  strict  patrol  by  one  of  the  st^amersj  wldch 
cuts  off  any  chance  of  the  enemv  stealing  a  march  on  us. 

The  Un<:as  being  short  of  coal,  having  only  sufficient  to  last  a  couple 
of  days,  I  dispatched  her  on  Sunday  murring  last  to  Fcrnandina  for  a 
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fresh  supply.  She  retui'ned  on  Monday  night  and  is  now  up  the  river. 
The  Cimar/rm  hiijs  now  very  little  coaL  I  should  be  extremely  obliged 
if  a  supply  could  be  sent  to  me. 

The  Mmyackmetfi*  arrived  off  the  bar  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  about 
10  o'clock  p.  m.  As  it  was  very  dark  and  the  bar  a  dangerous  one  to 
attempt  at  night,  we  could  not  communicate  with  her.  hhe  remained 
but  a  few  hours  and  then  pi'oceeded  on  her  route.  It  was  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  us,  as  the  crew  of  this  vessel  have  been  without  fresh 
provit?iona  for  more  than  a  month,  and  the  officers'  messes,  with  that  of 
my  own,  are  almost  destitute  of  every  kind  of  provision. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  and  the  Unvm,  however,  I  am 
pleased  to  inform  youj  are  in  excellent  health. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

M.  WOODHULL, 

Com7nandet\  Sen  tar  O^^er* 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Cmmnandm^  Smith  Atlantic  BUM^kadhig  St/imdron, 


liejHfrt  of  Cmnmander  Steedfmin^  U.  S.  N(tuy^  refardina  the  dw^ 

tion  o/*  vessels  in  the  meinity  of  St.    Sirnon^s  and  St,   Oatherin^il 

S€V»ds^  Georgia, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
t^t*  Simon^s  Sotind,  Georgia^  Decemher  ^,  1SB%. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  reports  made  by  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  William  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Fmnk  Meriam,  com- 
manding the  Potomda  and  Afudgis. 

The  holding  ground  being  very  indifferent  at  Sapelo,  I  hare  thought 
it  advisable  to  place  the  bark  Braziliem  at  St.  Catherine's.  The 
Potmnska  1  have  stationed  at  Sapelo. 

The  mortar  schooner  Xmfolk  Packet  arrived  here  on  Saturdajr, . 
November  22.     I  have  stiitioned  her  at  Doboy  in  place  of  the  MadguA 
which  vc-^el  I  intend  placing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Altamaha  River  so 
soon  as  she  returns  from  delivering  supplies  to  the  other  vessels. 

The  Madyie  being  short  of  her  complement  of  officers,  I  have  ordered 
Ensign  Carroll  on  board  of  her  for  teuipomry  duty. 

Nothing  of  interest  has  transpired  since  my  last  communication. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re^pectfuiW,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Comma7idi-r  and  Sem&r  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

G&mmuTiding  SatUh  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Rvport  of  Aot/ing  Master  Vressy^  U.  S,  Natyy^  cmmn^tnding  ZL  8.  «A^ 
Courier^  ofamval  at  New  York, 

Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  Decemher  5^  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  ship  drnnW^ 

at  this  station  from  Port  Koyal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edicnt  servant, 

W.    K.    C^ESSY, 

Acting  Master ^  Cmn^manding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mivy^  Washington^  D.  C\ 
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Order  of  tke  Secretary  of  thi  iVaiy  to  the  cominundant  nam  yard^ 
Brooklyn^  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  «hip  Courkr  t^  Hmr-Admrnd 
Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Mavy^  mith  supplies,  et^. 

Navy  Depaktmknt,  De/^ember  .5,  J86S. 
Sir:  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  .states  that  he  ha.s  made  requisitions  ou 
the  Bureau  of  E<iuipmeiit  and  Recruiting  for  ntores  urgently  needed 
in  the  squadron,  and  a^ks  that  the  Conner  may  be  sent  hack  as  early 
as  possible  with  these  stores,  tot^ether  with  any  others  the  Bureau  of 
Provisions  and  Clothing  may  wish  to  send.  1^ he  Department  directs 
that  the  Conrler  may  be  dispatched  accordingly  as  soon  as  pos^iible 
after  her  arrivuL 

I  am,  i-espectfuUy,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namf, 
Rear-Admiral  IL  Paulding, 

Vommundant  Na^y  Yard^  ^ew  York, 


Report  of  Captain  Godim^  £7L  ^S^  Jfavy^  senior  oMcei*  off  Charlest^m^ 

A>.  CI,  of  permtsstmi  granted  to  H.  L  M.  S.  MUan^  carry mg  J^rerwk 

conaidy  to  enter  that  port. 

U,  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Of  CharU«Um,  December  5,  1862. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  3d  instant,  alwut  4  o'clock 
p.  nL,  a  steamer  with  bliK'k  smoke  and  a  French  Hag  was  reported 
approaching  the  blockade.  I  soon  after  steamed  out  to  her,  ana  when 
a  mile  from  her  fired  a  shell  across  her  inshore.  She  at  once  hauled 
up  for  this  ship  and  stopped  outside  of  me.  1  wa.s  about  to  send  a 
boat,  when  one  was  sent  from  her  to  me. 

The  officer  presented  me  the  compliments  of  the  captain  of  the 
Milan ^  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  enter  Charleston  HarHor.  He 
brought  with  him  a  French  consul  for  the  port  of  Charleston^  none 
but  a  fj/umeelier  bein^  there  at  this  time.  He  was  peimitted  to  send  a 
boat  in,  which  he  did  the  following  morning,  and  at  about  8  o'clock 
p.  m,  a  small  steamer  came  out  with  the  French  flag  aft  and  a  white 
tlag  forward.  Both  vessels  went  in  over  the  bar  shortly  after. 
I  am,  811',  very  respectfullv, 

S.    W.  GODON, 

CapUdn  and  Senior  Officer  Prmenlu 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Coindy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqimdro7i^  Port  BoyaL 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai&n^  Acting  Zieutenani  Barnes^  U,  A 

Nofvyj  cwmnandifig. 

Decetnher  6. 1S6S. — ^At  10:30  steamed  up  the  Little  Ogeechee  in  com- 
pany with  the  WiHsahickmi,     At  10:50  anchored  abreast  a  rebel  camp     * 
and  commenced  tiring  on  a  schooner.     Fired  1  5-second  shell,  3  15- 
aecond,  and  6  percussiou  shell  from  100-pounder,  and  6  15-second  from 
20-pounder  rifle  gun.     At  12:30  ceased  tilling. 
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Ord^yr  of  Rear'Admiml  I)u  Pmit^  U.  S,  Nai^n^  to  Commander  Strofi^^ 
If,  ^y*  iVfitv/,  emnmanding  U.  S.  S,  l*lng. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pmt  Boyal  Ifarhor,  S.  C,  Decemler  8,  1862, 
Sir:  As  soon  as  jou  are  ready  for  sea,  you  will  plea^se  proceed  with 
the  Fhig^  under  your  command,  for  blockading  duty  [off  J  Charleston, 
rejKnting  yourself  to  Captain  S,  W,  Godon,  senior  officer  present. 
Re.spectfullv,  etc., 

S.  K  Du  Pont, 

Rmr'Adtnind, 
Comnmnder  J.  H.  Strong, 

LI  S\  S.  Flag. 


Report  of  Commander  Wood  hull.  U,  8*  Nmsy^  eommafiding  PI  S,  S, 
Cimarron^  regarding  t  he  Imiding  for  foreign  portB  of  tun*  Hfeajners  in 
St  Mmy*%  Uiver. 

U.  S.  S*  CiMABfiON, 

Fernatidina,  December  9^  1862, 
Admiral:  I  received  by  the  Water  Witeh  vour  coninmnication  on 
Saturday  morning  too  late  to  pa?ks  the  bar.  Next  morning  (Sunday)  I 
left  early  for  Feniandiua,  and  arrived  at  noon  in  the  river.  On  Mon- 
day e-ariy  1  commenced  coaling,  and  continued  at  work  till  we  had 
finished.  We  obtained  only  7U  tons,  ail  there  wan  on  the  wharf,  1 
would  have  left  on  my  return  this  morning  early,  l>ut  was  detained  on 
account  of  the  necessity  of  making  sciuie  reDairs  on  one  of  the  Cimar' 
r(nt\  boilei-B,  which  commenced  leaking  badly.  We  leave  at  I  o'clock. 
I  have  used  all  dispatch  in  executing  your  instructions  to  me. 

It  was  reported  to  me  that  there  were  two  small  steamers  some  30 
miles  up  the  St.  Mary's  River  loading  for  foreign  ports,  and  I  was 
btjHcitea  to  take  a  company  of  soldiers  on  board  this  vessel  and  pro- 
cevd  up  and  make  an  attempt  to  etijiture  them.  As  C-aptain  Hughes 
informed  me  that  he  had  written  you  on  the  sul)]ect,  I  declined  having 
anything  to  do  with  it,  a,s  I  considered  it  would  be  u  discimrtesy  t^ 
you,  as  doubtless  you  have  given  orders  concerning  it,  and  my  inter- 
ference might  be  misconstrued,  1  have  mentioned  this  t**  prevent 
misunderstanding  or  niisstatemeDt  as  t-o  the  course  I  deemed  pi'oper 
under  the  circumstances  to  pursue  i^gardiug  this  matter. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

M.   WOODHUI^L, 

ibnwutnder^  Senio^r  Officer^  St.  John^s, 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comd^.  South  Atla/nii<:  Blochidlng  SfU4id9*on^  Fort  Royal^  S,  C 


Destruction  ofmlt  jjDorksat  Harbi/r  Vreek%  *V,  61,  by  an  expedition  from 
the  V,  S,  hark  Restlem,  Deeeifd*er  9-10,  186^. 

Report  of  CapUin  Oodon,  tl.  S.  Hftvy,  tranimittiiLg  report. 

U.  S,  8.  Powhatan, 
Off  Churlest<fn,  December  li.  1862. 
Sir:  Some  days  since  Acting  Master  Browne,  commanding  the  Rest- 
less^ desired  permission  to  burn  some  salt  works  not  far  from  his  sta- 
tion, at  Harbor  Creek- 
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I  could  not  furni&h  him  with  a  howitzer*  as  nij  wheelhouse  boata 
are  in  8ueh  a  condition  that  both  were  under  repair,  but  I  sent  him  j 
word  that  if  the  work  could  be  done  without  much  exposure,  I  saw  no  j 
objections  to  his  undertaking  it     Boats  were  aceordiDgly  sent  from  the 
Ee^tltiiH^  and  the  enclosed  report,  which  I  forward,  ^yy^^  the  result, 

Actin|jf  Ensigns  Henry  Eason  and  James  J,  Russell  deserve  credit 
for  their  conduct  io  the  command  of  the  expedition  and  the  work/ 
performed  by  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  W.  QODON, 

Captain  tmd  Seniot'  Officer  Present. 

Rear*Adniiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Corn  mu fid Imj  Smith  AtlafUic  Bi/wlradm^  Sqimdron, 


Beport  of  Acting^  Master  Brow&e,  c»omm ending  U.  B.  bark  Eeitleia. 

U.  S.  [Bark]  Restless, 
BvlPs  Bai/,  Sold  A  Carolina,  Decmd^er  10,  1862, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  I 
manned  and  armed  two  boats  from  thiss  vessel  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  extensive  salt  works  situated  back  of  Harbor  (Ji*eek^  3 
miles  from  the  liead,  up  a  narrow  pass,  which  1  had  been  informed 
by  some  contrabands  (who  came  on  Fx>ard  in  the  morning)  were  mak< 
ing  laro'e  quantities  of  salt  for  the  Charleston  market.  They  also 
informed  me  that  there  were  only  two  pickets  kept  there  nights  to 
keep  jjuard  over  the  contraband  workmen,  twenty  to  thirty  of  whom 
it  to(>k  to  carry  on  the  works.  They  also  stated  that  a  lar^e  lx>dy  of 
cavalry  and  infantry  were  encampea  1^  miles  from  the  works,  and  in 
squads  all  alon|]^  the  shore  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Santee.  Having 
provided  ourselves  with  axes  and  top  uiauls  and  eighteen  Enfield  rifles 
and  the  same  number  of  revolvers,  pistols,  and  cutlasses,  with  sufficient 
ammunition,  we  shoved  oif  from  the  Imrk  at  5  p.  m.  of  the  9th.  After 
entering  Harbor  Creek  with  muffled  oars,  we  let  the  boats  drift  with 
the  tide,  it  being  young  flood,  and  we  w^ere  soon  drifted  far  above  the 
place  which  we  intended  landing  at  The  contraband  pilot  lost  his 
reckoning,  and  we  were  obliged  to  pull  back  over  j^  miles,  which  delayed 
us  two  hours,  which,  perhaps,  was  fortunate  for  us,  as  getting  there 
too  early  might  have  cost  us  more  trouble,  as  w^e  found  when  we  did 
arrive  (which  was  nearly  1  in  the  morning)  nearly  all  of  tliem  asleep. 
After  pulling  down  one  stream  and  drifting  up  another  through  the 
innumeruble  labyrinths  of  the  marsh  (whicn  fronts  the  mainland  in 
BulFs  Bay),  we  at  last  saw  the  tires  in  full  blaze  not  50  yards  ahead  of 
us.  Pulling  cautiously  up  to  the  landing  or  marsh,  we  dispatched  two 
of  our  best  men  to  reconnoiter,  who  soon  returned  with  information 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  liands  were  asleep  under  a  shed  and  only 
one  of  the  pickets  on  post.  We  now  landed  all  our  force  but  two, 
which  we  left  to  take  cuire  of  the  boats,  marched  up,  secured  the 
picket  J  and  surrounded  the  workmen,  who  were  half  frightened  outof 
their  [wit^],  and  told  them  if  they  made  the  least  noise  we  would  blow 
their  brains  out,  and  they  remained  as  quiet  as  lambs*  We  then  tor© 
down  the  l>rick  masonry  and  capsized  nine  boilers,  each  one  of  them 
full  20  feet  in  length  and  4  or  5  feet  in  diameter,  cut  in  two  loogi- 
tudiually,  set  over  arches  with  ehiniueys  %)  feet  high.  They  were  evi- 
dently old  steam  lx>ilers.     After  cutting  them  eadi  in  several  places 
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and  completely  demoli&^hingf  the  whole  affair,  we  returned  to  onr  boata, 
and  while  crossing  the  marsh  up  to  our  middle  in  mud  (many  times)  we 
were  fired  upon  by  six  or  eight  persons  from  the  woods,  which  were 
some  2i>0  3'ards  distant.  We  returned  the  lire,  but  hearing  no  more 
from  them  we  kept  on  to  the  boats.  Immediately  afterwards  three 
heavy  guns  were  hred  at  three  different  point^i*  By  this  time  we  had 
gut  into  our  }>oat.s.  Very  soon  from  forty  to  fifty  mounted  cavalry 
came  riding  down  to  the  marsh  and  kept  firing  at  where  they  HupjKJsed 
we  were,  for  they  could  not  see  us,  the  level  of  the  creek  being  at 
Ie!i>it  5  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  marsh,  and  tall  grass  over  4  feet 
high  along  the  marsh,  which  completely  hid  us  from  them.  This  fiict 
I  was  well  aware  of  before  I  started  on  the  expedition,  or  1  would 
never  have  attempted  it.  The  tide  l>eing  ebb,  we  let  the  boats  drift 
and  kept  loading  and  tiring  for  a  distance  of  over  2  miles  from  where 
we  started,  with  what  effect  we  could  not  tell.  When  we  returned  to 
the  boats,  Jacob  Shcnuan  (contnil>and)  had  left  and  was  nowhere  to  be 
found.  He  was  last  seen  talking  with  one  of  the  women,  who,  he 
said,  was  his  cousin.  We  landed  at  12:4:0  and  left  at  2:10  and  arrived 
at  the  bark  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  the  loss  or  wounding 
of  a  man.  Jacob  Sherman  (contraband),  who  belonged  to  that  place, 
left  the  boat  against  my  orders. 

I  can  not  close  this  account  without  speaking  in  the  highest  terms 
of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason  and  Actmg  Ensign  James  J.  Russell, 
who  canied  out  all  m^^  orders  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
who  also  displayed  indciuii table  courage  when  attacked  b^-  the  enemy. 
It  also  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  every  man  performed 
the  part  a^isigned  to  hiiu  with  dispatch  (having  destroyed  such  large 
works  in  the  short  space  of  an  hour  and  a  half)  and  when  fired  upon 
returned  Tn^ry  volley  with  spirit.  I%vill  here  add  that  when  I  men- 
tioned my  intention  of  destroying  the  works,  all  the  officers  and  men 
volunteered  their  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  y^our  obedient  serv^ant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 
Acting  Mmter^  Ctmntiandmig, 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cfwidf/>  Satfi/i  Athntlc  Blockdg.  Squadron^  Port  Hoi/al^  S.  C 

Accompanying  this  I  send  a  copy  of  the  Charleston  Daily  Courier 

I  of  the  4tn  instant. 


Letter   of  oommend&tion   from   EeaT-AdMiral   Dq   Pont^  TJ.  S.  ITr^,  to   Aol^g   Muter 
firowmei  U.  S.  Havy,  eomm&iidijig  U,  B.  bark  EeiUesi. 

Fi^usinp  Wabash, 
I^rrt  Buyal  IlarUr,  8.  €,,  Becerfiher  16\  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  interesting  report  of  an  expedition  with 
the  boats  of  the  Re^thi<^  under  your  command,  undertaken  to  destroy 
^certain  salt  works  of  the  rebels  back  of  Harlxjr  Creek. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  success  and  desire  to  express  my  com- 
[mendation  of  yourself  and.  through  you,  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
^took  part  in  the  affair. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Mear'Admiral. 
Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne, 

U,  S,  Bark  Restless. 


M 
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Abstract  log  of  tht  17.  8.  tMkrk  Beitl«at,  Acting  Muter  Browne,  U.  8.  HftTf ,  oommaBdiiig. 

Decembtr  9^  1S62. — At  5  p.  iii.  Messrs.  Russell  aud  Eason  left  .ship 
with  two  armed  b<>ats  and  twenty  men  to  reeonnoitjer  about  Harbor 
Creek. 

Deeemher  10, — Messrs.  Eaaon  and  RosshU  retui*ned  on  board  after 
having  destroyed  the  salt  works  on  Mr.  Coleman^'s  plantation  in  Har- 
bor Oeek. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Ptmi^  U.  S^  Na^^y^  of  the  arnt'^d  of  the 
U.  S*  antiy  tran^jH}rf  at^amer  John  Adams  aud  f^.  /6\  S,  iJa^hdiL 

Flagship  Wabasu, 
Port  Roi/al  Harhor.  8.  C,  Decemh^r  10,  lS6g 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  re|>ort  the  arrival  here  of  the  ferryboat 
John  Ada/ft^  on  the  t^th  instant  and  of  the  tu^'I)oat  Dajfodtl  this 
iMorning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Hear 'Admirals,  Comd^,  S^nufh  Atlantic  BhMlcadlng  S<£U(tdrofu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mwy^  Wa^thingtmi. 


Navy  Departmknt,  December  10, 1862, 
Order  the  Dandelimi  to  proceed  to  Poit  Royal  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Du  Pont. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Nai^y, 
CoEimodore  C.  K,  Steibling, 

Comma ?i t ion i  No i '//  ]  T/ / v J^  I*h Uadelphia, 


Report  ff  Rear-Admhal  JJn  Polity  lu  S,  Nany^  stating  the  cause  of 
delay  in  dej/iirtyrt  for  the  north  of  the  U,  *S.  S.  E.  R*  Jlal^, 

Flagsiiit  Wabash, 

Pioi  Rmjol  lLirho\  S.  T.,  Drcvmhr  10,  1862, 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  IHth  of  November  to  infonii  the  Depart- 
ment that  1  was  sending"  the  li,  i>.  J  hit-  north. 

She  left  this  port  on  her  voyage,  Imt  was  obliged  to  return 
disabled.  To-morrow  she  will  proceed  to  New  York  in  tow  of  the 
Bien  rille, 

I  have  forwai-ded  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  a  com- 
municaticHi  from  her  command iiig  officer,  giving  a  statement  of  repairs 
necessary  to  lie  made  on  hei*,  and  beg  leave  to  add  that  she  is  a  most 
useful  vessel  on  this  st^itinn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Do  Pont, 
Rear- Ad  mi  rah  tjimnhi.  South  At  l<jtritic  BlockadiMg  Sfuadron, 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Jiat^y,  Washinyton, 
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Order  of  Rmr-Adfnmtl  pit  Pont,  U>  S.  Nhv^^  to  Commander  TFi*^^/- 
hull^  C'.  S.  3'(/t*y,  ref^iHve  to  C<mf€derat<;  (ttt4i^kat  Ma^noti 


Fla. 


>i4a  Springs^ 


Flagship  Wabash, 
TV/  Rat/al  HarfMjr,  S.  C\,  Decmiherlt,  ISm. 
Sin:  Your  seveni!  intercstiiiif  cuiuinuniciitions  of  December  1,3,  and 
9  have  been  received  to-day  hy  the  W^ttt-r  WItc/t, 

Your  eouri^e  in  reference  to  the  desinietion  of  boats  on  the  St*  John^s, 
under  the  pre.se nt  circunistunces,  i^  approved.  They  were  doubtless 
used  by  the  guerrillas  m  enrrying  on  tneir  predatory  warfare,  and  as 
j^uch  it  waj^  right  and  proper  to  destroy  tliem, 

1  have  i^ad  carefully  your  dispatch  of  the  Hd  iuhtant  referring  to 
the  treacherous  conduct  of  a  ilr.  BiMiedict,  tise  owner  of  the  Magnolia 
I  Springs.  If  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  Acting  Miister  Watson  bad 
dej^troyed  the  property  of  this  man,  there  wouhl  have  been  no  ground 
of  complaint,  ;i^  his  base  conduct  inej  ited  piinishiucnt,  hut  as  there  is 
a  possibility  that  he  did  not  intentionally  betray  those  who  were  trying 
to  do  him  a  kindness,  I  would  not  at  the  present  time  take  any  furtlier 
steps  in  the  destruction  of  his  property. 

lam  dispatching  a  coal  vessel  to  Fernandii'H,  from  which  you  can 
supply  the  Cimarron  and  the  Una(i<  when  necessary. 
KespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Adtniral, 
Couunander  M,  Woodhull, 

U,  aS.  iS'.  Cufiarron^  St,  Jo/in^  {Uuier^  Florida]. 


Hepf^rf  f/f  Cinmnajider  WnodhuU^  fj.  *y.  ^Yaw,  mjnmunding  U.  S.  S* 
Cimarron^  regarding  h fairs  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John^n  liivery 
jFl4/ridu. 

U.  S*  S.  Cimarron, 
St.  John's  Rimr,  Florida.  Decendper  lU  tS6^. 
Admiral:  The  UmuiH  is  just  down  the  river,     I  extended  our  rocon- 
noissance  to  Palatka,  and  the  inforniation  we  have  obtained  [as]  to  the 
[disposition  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  river  liorder  and  at  that  place 
lis  very  satisfactory.     There  is  a  real  Union  feeling  existing  and  a 
Ideeided  wish  for  the  termination  of  the  war.     Very  little  now  would 
give  us  the  moral  intluence  of  the  return  of  another  State  to  the  Union. 
All  that  is  required  is  a  show  of  force  to  at  once  bring  about  this  desir- 
able end-     There  is  most  certainly  a  reaction  taking  place  as  to  the  seo- 
tmients  of  the  people. 

1  send  the  [  itaf^  to  Fern  audi  na  to  convey  Mr.  Bryant,  an  agent  of 
the  Government,  who  has  visited  this  region.  He  was  up  the  river 
when  the  Wafer  Witch  left,  and  l>eing  very  desirous  to  get  North  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  tp  communicate  the  result  of  his  mission 
[personally  to  the  President,  I  felt  it  a  public  necessity  to  advance  him 
on  his  route  without  delay. 

The  Cimarrmi  is  in  a  bad  condition.     She  leaks  so  badly  we  can 

scarcely  keep  dry  the  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  crew.     Her  voyage 

_  to  Fernandinu  has  oi>cned  considei'ably  her  seams  and  the  engine  fmnie 

rorks  dangerously.     She  is  spreading  very  considerably,  and  I  fear 
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the  water,  settling  uoder  her  lining,  will  cmose  a  rapid  decav  of  mftte- 
riftl.  I  feel  it  m  dutr  on  mj  part  to  make  tim  jgUtemeot  l^ei^ocuJIj 
loan  sabmit  to  aU  the looofiveQieikeeaoddisoofiifort  of  [which]  tlie  wet 
and  damp  incideDtal  lo  a  leakr  fihip  necesaaiilj  imposes  upon  all,  but 
for  the  sue  of  the  aemoe  and  for  the  preserratioii  of  the  $hip  I  really 
and  tmly  believe  die  ot^ht  to  be  at  once  pctt  in  hands  for  repairs. 

All  is  quiet  in  the  rirer.  I  ioteiid  to  make  a  rojage  up  to  its  farthest 
extent,  or  so  far  up  ^  it  will  be  safe  for  the  Cimarron  to  venture,  Jlr. 
Brvant  will  see  you  and  can  inform  jou  D[K>re  in  extenso  as  to  every- 
thing in  these  parts.  lie  i^  a  man  of  clear  observation^  and  has  an 
exteasire  knowledffe  of  the  country,  politically  and  ^ociaUy. 

The  Wat^  TTi/M  fumiahed  us  very  little  help  as  to  provbions.    I 
have  had  to  furnish  the  Uhea§  and  feed  about  100  refu^eetj  at  Pilot 
Town.     I  shall  not  have  sufficient  provisioii  on  hand  for  all  the  deniauds 
upon  it  for  a  longer  time  than  fifteen  or  twenty  dav^  at  the  outside. 
Very  respectfully,  etc, 

M.  WOODHULL, 

Commander^  Senior  Officer^  St  JahtCs, 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Chmnumaer^  eU, 


Order  ^  Bear-Admiral  Du  Poni^  U.  S,  ^avu^  ta  CommOHdar  Almy^ 
U.  Sl  Hiramf,  eommmding  C  S.  S.  South  Carolina^  ta  assume  emnr 
vumd  at  North  Edisto^  South  CaroUna. 

FXJLGOHIP  Wabj^jSH, 
Pkn-t  Royal  IlarfHPr^  S,  C,  December  12^  1882, 

Sir:  You  will  pleawe  proceed  with  the  South  OanJina  into  North 
BkliBto,  relieving  the  Cnmlilla  of  the  charge  of  those  waters. 

On  3*our  arrival  there  you  will  at  once  dispatch  the  Unadilta  to  this 
anchorage.  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbusb  will  give  you 
such  information  as  his  experience  in  those  waters  will  enable  him  to 
oommunicate* 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Dc  Pokt, 

Mear-AdmiraL 
Commander  J.  J.  Ai.mt. 

U,  S*  S.  South  Ofndimu 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  l>u  Pont,  TL  S.  Nm^jto  Captain  Taylor, 
U»  &  Natri/^  ixmimmiding  U.  S*  S>  Homatont^c^  toj)roceed  for  Mod- 
ode  duty  rtjf  Charl^stofu  S,  C 

Flagship  Wabash, 

/V/  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Deeemher  12,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U*  S.  S,  Housatom€  under  yourconi- 
umnd  off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Capt.  S.  W. 

Godon,  Honior  officer  present. 

On  jour  wiiy  you  will  also  tow  a  coal  schooner,  which  will  Ik*  sent 
alongside  of  you,  to  the  anchorage  off  Stonu,  sending  in  by  her  the 
accomptttiving  dispatch  for  Lieutenant-Commander  Woiting. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Poxt,  ^ 

Re^ir  Admiral, 
Captain  \\\  it.  Tayloh. 

f^  .V.  A\  Iluu^atmiic, 
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r 

^      An 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Of  Charhstm,  Decmnher  12.  1862. 

Admtkal:  I  hare  to  report  that  on  the  morninflf  of  the  7th  i!i8tafit  I 
steamed  out  to  speak  a  steamer  to  the  soothwaru  and  eivstward,  uninj? 
English  coal  aoa  standing  in^shore*  I  tired  a  shotted  j:^iin  u  mile  dis- 
tant from  the  stranger,  when  ^he  stopped,  and  I  passed  close  to  her  and 
communicBted  by  means  of  a  boat  She  proved  to  l»o  the  British 
steamer  Gidmiis^  Captain  Ross. 

Returning  to  my  anchorage  Captnin  Ross  called  on  hoard  and  informed 
me  that  his  object  here  was  to  convey  any  British  Hul>jects  away  tliat 
desired  to  leave  Charleston,  Lord  Lyons  faaving  been  informed  by  our 
Government  of  an  intention  t^  take  that  place. 

He  also  informed  me  of  the  coming  of  a  smaller  steamer,  the  Petrd^ 
to  aid  in  this  object,  which  vessel  arrived  on  the  8th. 

The  British  consul  at  Charleston,  Mr,  Bunch,  visited  the  Oadmm 
that  day,  and  on  his  leaving  the  following  morning  was  sainted  by  that 
vessel  with  nine  guns. 

This  morning  a  steam  tug  with  the  English  tlag  at  the  masthtMid  and 
a  white  tiag  forward  came  outside,  was  boarded  by  the  i\iH(titdai(/mi^ 
and  by  permission  t^fjiiununicated  witJi  tlie  Pefrpi.  Shcirtly  aflt*r  the 
British  frigate  ^4 rw/t//i£;  arrived,  which  I  boarded.  Captain  Vansit- 
tart,  soon  after  anchoring,  came  on  board.  lie  sailed  at  sundown  to 
join  his  admiral. 

The  Fetnij  with  the  British  consul  from  Savannah,  left  at  8  o'clock 
in  the  evening  for  New  York. 

My  intercourse  with  the  commanders  of  all  these  vessels  was  most 
friendly.  Captain  Ross  visit^^d  me  both  days  that  he  remained  here, 
and  I  take  this  occasion  t«  express  mysielf  mi;ch  pleased  with  the  ufli- 
eial  intercourse  I  had  with  him.  His  frank  and  open  address  left  me 
nothing  to  desire  in  that  rchpcct,  and  his  evidently  earnest  wish  to  con- 
form to  all  the  necessities  oi  his  position  near  the  line  of  our  blockade 
was  particularly  gratifying. 

I  mention  this  as  you  will  readily  understand  that  without  such  a 
disposition  the  presence  of  neutral  men-of-war  would  prove  greatly 
inconvenient  to  the  blockading  fleet  at  night 
■l  "*  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  S.  W,  GODON, 

\^m  Ctiptuin  and  Senior  Officer  Prmmit* 

^   Bear-Admiml  S«  F.  Du  Poxt, 

Coiodg,  Sf/tdU  AilarUic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Jioyal^ 

Zettirfirom  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  Tf,  S*  Nmy^  to  the  Chl^fpf  Burmu 
oj  Equipment  and  Becntiting^  regarding  retpiisitions  for  eodl, 

^L  Flagship  WABAim, 

V  PifH  Boyid  Hnrb^,  S.  a,  December  IS,  ISeS. 

I  Admiral:  I  have  to  ac'knowledge  the  Bureau's  communication  of 
I  29th  ultimo,  directing  reiiuisitionii  for  coal  to  be  made  djre<»t  upon  the 
Bureau,  with  duplicates  forwarded  to  Captain  Adarn^^  U.S.^%n^» 
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Thin  squadron  has  heretofore  (j^en  .supplied  h}^  the  Bureau  of 
strui  tion  and  the  Navy  agents  under  a  standing  order  for  a  cer 
number  of  tons  per  week.     I  have  found  this  a  better  plan  for  keep? 
ing  down  the  demoriwe,  and  I  herewith  enclose  the  requisitions  in 
this  form.     Our  actual  consumption  at  this  moment  is  950  tons 
week,  which  may  be  called  a  thousand. 
Respectful! >%  etc., 

S.  F.  Dv  Font, 

^ear-Adt/iirti 
Rear- Admiral  A*  H*  Foote, 

Chi^f  Bureau  Equipmtmf  and  Recruiting. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Ptmt^  U*  S,  Navy^  of  the  arri/mlr  at  P&ri 
Royal  Harbor  of  th^i  U,  S,  S<  Commodore  McDonotigk. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Pm-t  Royal  Ilai^/r,  S.  r  V,  De4?emher  15,  IS6S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  here 
on  the  11th   in^taot  of  the   U.  S,  gunboat  Vominodore  McDonaugK^ 
Lieutenant-Commander  George  Bacon* 
She  is  a  mofst  valuable  acquisition  to  this  squadron. 
Very  respectfuUVj  your  obedient  servant, 

a  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg*  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtmdran, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N^avy.  Washington, 


1 


Report  ofRear-Adfiund  Du  Pont^  U*  S*  Na^y^  aimng  the  dispomMtfi 

of  the  vessels  of  his  annmana. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harhm\  S.  C,  Decrmher  16,  186^, 

Sir:  I  have  ttie  honor  to  report  the  followirg  positions  of  the  block 
ading  veanels  of  this  squadron: 

At  Georgetx>wn,  U.  S.  S.  Schago, 

Otr  BulFs  Bay,  U.  S.  bark  Restless, 

Off  Charleston,  U.  S.  steamers  Powhatan^  Canandaiffiia,  Iloma* 
tonic  J  Flaih  Flambeau^  Quaker  City^  Keystone  St^te.  3fa7'^lehead^ 
Huroji^  Memphis^  Stetim^MiA  schoimm^  G.   W,  Blunt  ^.nd  Para, 

Stono  Inlet,  U.  S.  steamei's  Ottmca^  Seneca^  and  laaac  SrnitL 

North  Edisto,  U.  S.  S.  South  Carol ina, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina, 

Wassaw  Sound,  U.  S,  S.  Ooncnmu(/L 

Ossaliaw  Sound,  U,  S,  steamers  Wissahickon  and  Dawn  audschoonef| 
a  p.    Williams, 

Guarding  St,  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St,  Simon's  soundj^, 
U.  S-  steamei's  Paul  Jones,  Pototfwko^  Madgiey  bark  BrazUiera,  and 
schooner  Norfolk  Packet. 

St.  Andrew's  Sound,  U.  S.  bark  Midnight. 

At  Fernandlna,  U,  S.  S.  Mohawk, 


I 
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In  SL  tluhirs  River,  U.  S.  steamers  Vlniarrftn  and  f^/tem. 

In  Port  Royal,  most  of  them  undergoing  repairs  or  taking  in  sup- 

?Uet5,  U.  S,  8.   Witfffhnk^  U.  S.  ship  Vermont^  U.  8.  nttminers  Mirajdita^ 
Torwieh^  UfutdHia^  and  tiiL's  Dand^Ji^Mi^  Dctfodil^  IHtit^  and  Rescnte^ 
and  U.  S,  gutitoat  Oiffifn/mf^n'  Mrlkminigh, 

The  TrJf/r/'  TT/VeA  and  //j/>tr  are  used  as  dispatch  boats.     The  Van- 
dalla  is  out  on  the  outside  hloekade, 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 
I  '  '^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Utar-Admira/.,  Ctnadg.  Soidh  Atlantic  blockading  S</ifmfr(m* 

Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mivi/^  Washington* 


k 


I 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dit  Pmit^  U*  S.  Nomf^  i^y  Captain  SteUwapen^ 

^\tock- 


[l>  S.  ^ai^i/^  conuminding  TL  S*  S.  Jiferceait^^  to  proceed  Jfjr  hi 
ode  duty  off  Charlesttm^  S.  C\ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (Z,  Dm^iber  16.  1SG2. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  ready  for  yea  you  wilt  please  proceed  with  the  Mer- 
cedita  under  your  command  off  Charleston  and  resume  the  filockade 
of  that  port,  reporting  to  Captain  S.  W.  GcMlon,  of  the  Pi/whatan^ 
the  senior  officer  present. 

You  will  tako  up  with  you  a  boat  for  the  Quaker  City^  which  will 
^be  sent  alongside  of  you. 
K  Eesp^ictfuUy,  etc., 


OaptaiD  H-  S.  Stellwaqen, 

a  S.  S.  Mercedit^i. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 


^er  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  JVany^  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
maiidtrr  Whitinfj^  U,  S,  Jfavy^  regarding  the  IL  S.  S.  Comfnodore 
McDonouifh. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pbrt  Royal  Harbor,  K  CI,  Decern fn^r  J6\  1866, 
Sib:  I  send  the   Commodore  McDonmigh  to  Stono  to   relieve  the 
Sensca.     You  will  please  dispatch  the  latter  vessel  to  this  |xjrt. 

The  Commodf/re  McDoiiough  is  a  fonnidable  vessel,  of  light  draft, 
and  will  be,  I  am  sure,  a  valuable  acquisition  to  youi*  force,  particu- 
larly for  reconnoissance. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Re(ir-Admir<d, 
Lieutenant-Commander  W,  D.  Whiting, 

U,  S.  S.  Ottawa^  Stono, 
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Order  of  Sear- Admiral  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Nmy^  to  Commamder  Ahny^ 
U.  o.  Nany^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  S<mth  OoHroUnOj  to  rqpair  to 
P&rt  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P</rt  Royal  Harbor^  8.  C,  December  19,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  arriTal  of  the  Water  Witch,  whidi  vessel  I  send  to 
relieve  joo.  joa  will  immediately  repair  to  this  anchorage  with  the 
South  Oaroltna, 

I  have  directed  Lieatenant-Conmiander  Pendenprast  to  transfer  to 
your  ship  Acting  Master  HaflEards,  an  excellent  pflot  in  these  waters. 
Bespectf^y,  etc, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  J.  Almt, 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Nacy,  to  Commander  Wood- 
hull,  U.  S.  Na^,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  regarding  transfer 
of  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
B/rt  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  December  20, 1862. 
Sib:  I  am  sending  the  Norwich,  Ciommander  Duncan,  to  relieve  you 
in  char^  of  those  waters. 

On  his  arrival  you  will  please  return  with  the  Cimarron  to  this 
anchorage,  giving,  however,  to  Conmiander  Duncan  such  information 
as  your  experience  will  enable  you  to  furnish  him. 
BespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

U.  S.  S.  Cimxirron,  St.  John!%  [River,  Floridd\. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Namy,  to  Commander  Duncan, 
U.  S.  Namy,  commxjnding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  to  proceed  to  St.  Johnl% 
Rimer,  Ftorida. 

Flagship  ^^  abash 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  DecenJber  »0,  186£. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Norwich  under  your  com- 
mand to  St.  Johirs  River  and  relieve  the  Cimarron,  Commander  M. 
Woodhull,  in  charge  of  those  waters. 

On  your  way  you  will  stop  first  at  Wassaw  and  then  at  Ossabaw. 
conv^ing  to  each  of  these  points  ofScers  ordered  to  the  Conemaugh 
and  Wissahickon. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 

O.  S.  S.  Norwich. 
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rdrr  of  Rmr  Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Nmyy^  to  Zimdenant"  Carn- 
fiifin4lf^r  QnachenbuHh^  IL  S,  Nmyy^  vomrnxijiding  U.  S,  S^  UnadiUa^ 
to  procem  to  dufi/  ojf  Cfmrleston^  S*  C* 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Byrt  Rmjnl  ITarfHyr,  A  C,  Bf^vernher  W,  186$. 
Sir:  You  will  please  prfKH^ed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Unadllhi  under  your 
>nimand  o\\  Charleston  imd  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  S, 
'  W.  Godon,  of  the  Ihw/mUin,  senior  officer  present. 
I  You  will   also  take  several  offieer.s  as  passengers  for  vessyels  off 

^■Charleston,  who  will  report  to  jou  for  tiiat  purpose. 
^B  Respectfully,  etc., 

^^  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

^H    Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 

■  U.  S.  S.  Unadmu. 

L      Ord'er  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Adrniral  I}u  Pont^  U,  S* 

^^    Navy^  trmismitting  copy  of  con»ulur  dispatch  rega/rdhig  the  steamer 

^H     Comuhia, 

^K  Navy  Department,  December  2U  1S62. 

^"  Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  the  13th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Beimuda^  in  reference  to  the  steamer  CkmuMa  and 
her  supercargo,  named  Stiles.^  who  is  ^aid  to  have  been  formerly  U.  S. 
consul  at  Vienna. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Port  Royal,  S,  C. 
[Encloeure.] 
o.  47,]        Consulate  of  the  Unttkd  States  of  America, 
At  Benmidu,  December  13^  1869, 
Sir;  The  steamer    Cormd>m^  Captain  Burroughs,  left  here  to-day 
for  Charleston  with  a  cargo  from  the  steamer  Jvstitia^  reports  as 
general  merchandise. 

She  has  as  supercargo  one  Stiles,  who  represents  himself  as  a  native 
of  Sooth  Carohna  and  formerly  U.  S.  consul  at  Vienna,  and  ut  one 
time  serving  as  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.     He  ap^x^ars  to  have  full 

Ippntiol  of  l>oth  the  steamers  Jmtitia  and  lonud/fff^  and  is  rcfwrted  as 
Kieir  owner,  but  his  name  does  not  apjwar  on  their  registers.  He 
Haims  to  bo  familiar  with  the  channels  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  and 
m  the  only  person  on  board  who  can  act  as  pilot  there.  They  take 
with  them  from  here  a  Bermuda  pilot,  promising  to  return  him  within 
four  weeks.  The  Vornnhiit  is  u  steamer  well  athipted  to  run  the  block- 
ade, and  undoubtedly  faster  than  any  vessel  previously  here.  I  think 
Jt  is  their  intention  to  take  from  here  the  cargoes  of  the  Harriet 
'^'^inehuy^  the  Jmtitia^  and  another  steamer  wliich  they  are  soon 
3ting. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  i:ervant,  C,  M.  Allen, 

U,  S,  ComuL 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secr^c^  of  State^   Wmhmgtmi^  D.  C. 
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Rear'Admlrfil  Ihi  Ptrnt^  V. 

Volunteer  Lieu^-ejmni 

Hendrick  Undtm*. 

NA\Tr  Depaktment,  December  ^i,  186^. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  V.  S.  S.  ffendnei  Hudsanyow  will  deta< 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Gate  from  the  bark  R^MlruH  ai 
assign  hini  to  the  command  of  that  v  essel. 

Acting  Master  John  E*  Giddings.  who  takas  out  the  Hendrlrk  Hud- 
mn^  can  be  transferred  to  the  command  of  the  lifytflr^,  unless  you  have 
some  other  officer  in  view  who  you  think  i?^  better  entitled  to  it  and 
would  be  more  efficient.  In  the  latter  event  Acting  Matjter  Giddings 
can  be  given  some  appropriate  po«tition  in  the  squadron. 
I  am,  respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N(my, 
Re4ir-Admiral  Sa^il.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Collide*  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Syuadrouj  Port  Royals  S*  (?• 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Da  Pmt,  U.  S,  Mivtu  of  Hie  arrival  at  Port 
Roy<dy  S.  C,^  of  the  U.  S.  hark  Ki/r^fisher. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(7rt  Royal  Harh<yr.  S.  <?.,  Deeemher  n,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  bark  Kingfish6 
Acting  MtLstcr  Commanding  Dutch. 

I  hitd  this  morning  to  .sign  large  requisitions  from  her  for  stores 
the  various  departments,  <'anvjLs,  rigging,  etc.,  and,  although  i>he  lef 
iioston  this  month,  the  paymaster  .sent  in  requisitions  for  woolen  cloth- 
ing, including  pea-jackets,  for  the  crew* 

1  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  vcj^sel  direct  from  a  navy  yard 
should  have  to  be  supplied  immediatelv  from  our  resources  here^Vliieh 
resources  must  be  necessarily  limited:  some  of  her  requirements  Wfii 
are  unable  to  supply  in  any  degree. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  iiervant, 

S.  F.  DtJ  Pont, 
Rear'Admrmh  Cowdg,  South  Atlantic  Bl<H:hiding  Sqitadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtim. 


Letter  from   Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey^    U.    S*    Navy^    tv  R(% 
Adiuiral  J)u  Ponty   U,    S.  JVat^y^   in  rcfermjce  t4>  tteo  Qmfederatfl 
steaniioats  in  the  St,  Johnh  River, 

U.  S.  Flagship  St;  Lawrence, 

Key  WeM,  December  22.  1862, 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  report*  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Earl  English  in  reference  to  two  rebel  steamboats  in  the 
St.  John'ii  River.     As  the  St.  John's  River  is  within  the  limits  of  yoar 
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station,  and  you  have  a  force  at  tht^  mouth  of  that  river,  I  deem  it  best 
to  refer  the  subject  tt3  you. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedietit  servant, 

T^HEODORUB  Bailey, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral^  Gnndg.  Eunt  Gidf  Bhchiding  Squadron* 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


I 


I 


Letter  from  Hear- Admiral  3u  Pmit^  U,   S*  Wmryn  to  ths  AttsiMani 
Secretary  of  the  A^ai^t/^  regarding  affairs  peiiaimng  to  his  command. 

Private  and  ooEfidentiaL]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Pm-t  Rojjal  Harbor  J  S,  (' ,  Deeemher  22,  1862. 

My  Dear  Friend:  I  am  gnmibly  to-day,  so  I  let  off  to  you  privately, 
for  I  think  it  niean  to  be  eomplaiiiing  oiScially*  when  I  know  the 
Department  in  not  only  doing  it.n  best,  but  doing  so  much.  There  haa 
been  nothing  like  it  in  the  history  of  navies  befi^re,  Stili  mistakes 
will  occur  with  us  all  and  matters  beyond  our  control,  so  in  this  spirit 
I  jot  down,  and  I  want  you  to  give  my  suggestions  such  direction  aa 
your  judgment  will  approve. 

1st.  This  ship,  by  her  order,  discipline,  and  efficiency,  is  the  leaven 
which  leavens  the  whc»le  squadron,  morally  and  materially;  she  is  our 
bulwark.  But,  without  intending  to  do  so,  you  have  upturned  our 
engine  room  and  relieved  our  regular  engineers  by  volunteer  engi- 
neers, inferior  even  in  their  class.  Then,  tiie  chief  engineer,  who  has 
been  doing  the  duty  of  fleet  engineer  since  Mr,  King  left  the  ship  with 
uncommon  zeal,  efficiency,  anapride,  has  to  give  way  to  the  engineer 
of  the  Canandiiigua^  who  has  not  his  experience  or  knowledge.  A 
volunteer  engineer,  w^ho  went  home  i!i  the  ViJ'eu  as  a  third  assistant, 
is  ordered  to  this  ship  as  second  assistant,  and  comes  in  after  the  chief 
engineer. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  the  engineers  of  this  ship  be  regu- 
lar oificers,  and  that  Mr.  McCleery  be  retamed  in  his  present  position, 
or  that  a  fleet  engineer,  senior  to  all  in  the  squadron,  be  ordered  out. 
The  young  men  who  are  ordered  home  for  their  examination  are  desir- 
ous to  return,  so  far  as  they  can  be  fitted  in  after  their  examination. 
They  are  very  clever. 

2d.  We  are  sorely  tried  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  supply  ships  before 
others  were  read3\  The  Cinamimt  w^as  sent  away  in  great  confusion. 
She  brought  no  fresh  provisions,  lost  things,  and  gave  us  neither  com- 
fort nor  satisfaction  in  any  way.  Her  commander  seems  very  anxious 
tc*  have  things  right,  but  the  ship  is  not  well  suited;  she  is  too  long, 
too  narrow,  and  too  deep. 

West  writes  that  the  work  does  not  progi-ess  on  the  Mamachumtts^ 
and  he  is  disheartened.  I  trust  the  yarcl  will  receive  some  special  order 
about  her.  We  arc  sufferinjj  a  goo5  deal  personally  as  well  as  publicly 
for  want  of  this  ship.  This  is  tlie  coldest  winter  known  here  for  some 
3'eftrs,  and  I  have  no  fire;  asked  for  a  carpet,  whi<'h  was  immediately 
ordered  and  mtide,  but  tluit  was  the  end  of  it;  we  can  not  get  it  out. 
Oh,  those  yards!  Please  think  of  the  America,  too;  they  miss  her  much 
inside  the  Rattlesnake. 

Please  [do]  not  send  any  more  officers  down  until  required.  1  am 
sorry  to  obsen^e  the  standard  getting  lower  and  lower. 
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3d.  Tbejkelpairinirtiffriiallwrfl€twogfc«smgepefmlriile;  theprin*! 
cinl  datr  is  now  doae  bj  mr  ^ImMmmd  Mx.  Ismc^.  but  Ouioin^bam  will] 
fiu  il  welL    I  hope.  boweTer^  Ikii  job  will  iioi  send  an  as^i^tant  pay- 
master to  this  i^^^jPf  to  p^J  backnaumiB  and  oeeapj  the  room  of  some ' 
woMMtgam^    Tkeva  is  anlhia^liillie  wimU  far  soeb  an  officer  to  do* 
for  Mr.  Qyniii^liaiii  is  in  no  nManer  crowded  bj  hh  work. 

*tli.  We  get  no  prize  crews  retojiied,  wiiicli  is  one  reason  why  I  had 
to  ask  for  men.  1  am  woikin^  in  all  the  contrsbaiids  I  can.  I  am  for- 
tunate in  having  Beynokls  on  the  FanMM»i«\  who  is  kind  to  them. 

^th.  Many  thanks  for  thai  hcMMfoet  of  ^oga^Bafodih  and  DmukA 
Uowb;  Ihey'cimilale  like  oar  EfA  Uood,  and  are  iniralaable. 
BespectfoIlT,  elc.^ 

a  F.  Du  POKT, 

Hon.  G*  V.  Fox, 


Jvmmtm  U*  S,  &  f€rMmiimajMpike AjM^aaMmar^  SauiA  OaroUmOn 
Xmsmmkip  M8j  lowfrn 

U*  SL  BasK  FsKKjanuN^, 

/W#  B4^,  Jmmarff  I,  1863. 
Sou  I  regret  to  report  to  joa  the  loss  of  two  men  belonging  to  this 
Teesd,  who  were  taken  prisoiieri  Inr^ie  rebek  at  Bennett^  Point, 
(Adi€^^  Rher)  on  Monday,  Deecmber ffi,  18681 

Enclofeied  plea^  dnd  the  report*  of  Acting  Master  R  B.  Hini 
who  WBii  in  charge  of  the  j^^rhooner  and  men,  giving  bis  statement 
their  capture.  ^ 

I  am^  sir,  most  respectfoUy,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

Edward  MofiRa, 
Attmff  Masi^^  Com 

Bear- Admiral  S-  F.  Dtr  Pokt, 

Commmkdmg  Scidh  Atlaniic  Blockmiim^  Sfuadrwu 


Ahdmdlog  of  ih^  U.  &  S.  F0numMMuAcim9  Mui^  JUme^,  IT.  S. 

D&>mker  21,  1862.— At  2  p.  m.  the  second  catter  left  the  ship  for      1 
Port  Boyal  with  the  mail;  the  schooner  Wild  Out  left  for  Ashepoo 
Kiverin  cbiurge  of  the  executive  officer^  abo  third  cutter  and  8  men. 

December  2S^ — At  d:30  a.  m.  heard  firing  from  the  schooner;  imme- 
diately sent  first  cutter  with  13  armed  men,  in  charge  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  J.  B.  Henderson,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.;  Mr.  Henderson  returned  with  thira  cutter; 
reports  the  capture  by  the  rebels  of  William  Lahey  and  Tbom&ti 
Crummy.  From  4  to  ^,  aeot  third  cutter  to  the  schooner.  From  6  to 
8,  third  catter  returned  from  the  schooner  and  reports  her  ashore. 
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\  Order  of  Mear- Admiral  Du  PmU^  U.  S,  Nwrn^  to  AcHtig  Lieutenant 
Watmaugh^  U.  S*  Navy^  cornmrniding  JJ.  S.  S.  Memphu. 

FliAGiSrxp  Wabash 
Pm-t  Royal  Harh(n\  S,  C,  Decernher  2^,  186^. 
Sie:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Memphis  under  your  coni- 
maod  off  Charleaton  for  blockading  duty,  reporting  to  Captain  S.  W. 
Godon,  of  the  Powhatan^  senior  officer  present. 

You  will  also  tow  the  buoy  schooner  Bt^tU  off  Stono. 
^^  Respectfully,  etc., 

H  a  R  Du  Pont, 

^^  Bear'Admirai, 

L  Acting  Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watmough, 

K  U.  S.  S.  Memphis. 

I 

■    Si 


Order  of  Acting  Sear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Na^y^  to  Commcmder 
Pstrrotty  U,  S*  No/vy^  conimandim  U*  S>  S.  Augitsta^  to  proceed  to 
AspinwaU  and  offer  convoy  to  Caltfomm  mail  steamers. 


Flagship  St.  La  whence, 

£ey  West,  Decetnber  24,  186S. 

Sib:  Information  having  reached  me  that  a  California  nmil  steamer 
has  been  captured  by  the  rebel  steB^mev  Al^ham a ^  and  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  California  mail  steamers^,  with  their  passengers,  treasi- 
ure.s,  and  mail,  are  endangered,  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  Aspin- 
wall  and  offer  convoy  or  such  other  assistance  to  such  steamers  as  may 
be  necessary. 

If  your  convoy  h  accepted,  you  will  proceed  so  far  north  as  in  your 

! judgment  may  h^e  neees.sary  to  insure  tne  safe  arrival  of  the  convoyed 
steamer  at  the  port  of  New  York.  After  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  you  will  proceed  in  accoiniance  with  your  former  instructions, 
^  Very  respectfidl>%  your  obedient  servant, 

'  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Hear- A flmiral^  Cmndg.,  East  Chulf  Blockdg.  Squadron, 
Commander  E*  G.  Parrott, 
Comvuxuding  U.  S.  S.  A-^igusta, 

Letter  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral^  Bailey ^  U.  S,  Nat^,  to  Rear-Admiral 
i  Du  Fmit,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  order  to  im  U»  S,  S.  Aiigttsta 

h         to  perform  convoy  didy. 


Flagship  St.  La  whence, 

A'ey  M^st,  December  ^,  1862, 
Sir:  The  California  steamer  ^Wei/ arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
22d,  having  been  captured  and  rarL^omed  by  the  Alabama,     Th^  Ariel 
came  in  to  coal  and  to  ask  convoy  for  the  next  steamer  that  should 
leave  Aspinwall  for  New  York  with  treaisure. 
1  had  no  vessel  in  port  suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  the  Augusta,,  of 
our  squadron,  arriving  yesterday,  I  have  directed  Commander  Par- 
rott to  proceed  with  her  to  Aspinw^all  and  to  offer  convoy  so  far  north 
he  deemed  essential  for  the  safe  conduct  ol  tii^  C^\ii^xm^ 'Al^axssK^ ^ 


^^s  lie  ae 
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and  thereafter  to  proceed  in  accordatiee  with  the  orders  from  yourself 
already  received  by  hioi.  I  have  reported  these  facts  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  hope  this  deviation  of  the  Awjiista  will  meet  your  approval. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THEODOR09    BaTLEY, 

Actimg Reav'Admmil^  Comdg.  Emt  Qxdf  Bhjckdg.  Siiw^i'on. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont* 


OviUr  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^   U,  S.  Ifavy^to  Lteutencmt'Com' 
rrmnder  Oibsan^  U.  &\  Navy^  cornmamding  U,  8.  S,  Seneca. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  RoyalllaTbor,  S.  t%  December  26,  1S62. 
Szb:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea  you  will  proeeed  with  the 
Smeca  undt*r  your  command  to  Ossabaw  and  relieve  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander J.  L.  Davis,  of  the  Wi^ahicko'ny  in  the  charge  of  the  blockade 
of  those  waters. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant'Comnmnder  W,  Gibbon, 

U.  S.  5.  Seneca. 


Remrt  of  Acthyg  Master  Bramtie^  U.  S,  Navy^  conmiandino  U.  S,  iari 
Restless^  regarding  the  dwposittmi  of  the  simp  Susan  McPhermn. 

U,  S.  Bark  Restless, 

Bidrs  Bay,  December  26,  186S. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  to  you  the  bad  condition  of 
the  captured  sloop  iSumn  MePfiermn^  nQ\Y  iiding  at  anchor  300  yards 
N*  N.  E.  from  the  light-house  on  BuIFa  Island.  I  have  examined  her, 
and  tind  her  verymucb  out  of  repair,  her  mitst  defective  in  the  partnei*s, 
sails  cntirel}"  worn  out  and  so  rotten  they  can  not  }>e  hoisted  up.  I  have 
therefore  used  her  as  a  guard  vessel  since  the  15th  instant,  by  placing 
Acting  Ensign  J.  J,  Russell  and  8  men  in  her  nights,  with  the  enclosed 
instructions.  He  has  a  very  tine  boat,  formerly  belonging  to  the  U*  S* 
S.  Ellsji^  for  boarding  purposes,  if  ncce,ssary.  She  completely  blocks 
up  this  passage,  while  in  gooil  weiither  I  can  lie  outside  and  prevent 
anything  passing  in  or  out  of  the  Santee  by  the  south  side  of  Cape 
Roman,  1  have  made  this  arrangement  because  we  have,  I  presume, 
one  more  than  our  complement  of  officers  and  extra  contrabands,  and 
by  having  this  vessel  inside  while  we  are  out  makesi  the  chance  better 
for  preventing  vessels  running  in  by  the  north  channel  of  this  bay, 
where  the  Seotm  attempted  in  Octol*er  last. 

Should  this  meet  your  approval,  I  will  continue  to  carry  out  this 
plan. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Bkowne, 
Acting  Ma>(te?\  Vomma?iding, 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Aiiaufic  Bl^ociadifig  Squadron ^  Port  Royals  S.  C. 


JLTLkSnWC  WHJOOLMmSa  9QCA1IMQI. 


mfikg  Jfmm  i9 


Natt  DKTAKnmrr^  IkmrnitfrfT,  ISO. 

Yoa  win  phttae  make  sodi  anrnageiiieDb^  ms  are  neceesanr  to  oaiTf 
the  imfts  ma  AeB&  to  Fbrt  RoTal.  A  stMmer  bettor  be  ckiurteMl  t^ 
the  dar.  ae^i  Bear-Adniral  Du  Potit  wid  protmblr  iriak  lo  mort  tibm 
after  their  airtvmL 

Someone  ought  to  go  out  with  thein  who  understaads  tlmr  wse  and 
can  take  care  of  tbem  ootil  Chief  Eagmeer  Stimers  arrire^  I  D«cd 
hardljr  remiDd  jou  of  the  anidety  of  Hie  Departmesl  to  get  otf  Ike 
next  two  or  three  iroDclads,  i-ince  m  mach  depends  on  tbean* 

II  aca.  respecCfuUj^ 
GmBOK  Wklles^ 
Sirrsiary  Iff  i^  Jnk^ 
Bear- Admiral  F.  H.  Gregobt, 


flH«f»in^l 


I 
I 


Natt  Depabticent,  D§omietK^  186». 
Send  to  the  New  Tronaidef  at  Hampton   Boada  two  of  the  best 
Charleston  pilots  that  can  be  obtained- 

GiDfiON-  Wbllssl 
Geo.  W*  BLOfT, 

New  Yf/rl\ 


Beport  of  Commander  WoodhuU,  U>  S.  Nmyy^  of  the  iratuf^r  lo  Qm^ 
nurndtr  Dynoan^  U,  S.  iVatjy,  ofthe^  mmmand  in  Si.  JoKk^jf  i?tiMr, 
ITorida, 

U.  S.  S.  CiMARBOKf 

At  S&i,  Dixemher  «7,  A«». 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agi-eeably  to  your  inxler, 
received  on  the  25th  io.stant,  I  have  tran.sferred  to  Commander  Dun- 
can all  matters  conneeted  with  this  part  of  the  blot*kade,  and  made 
him  acquainted  with  everything  relating  to  the  river  and  the  svi^tem 
of  control  it  has  been  deemed  prudent  to  adopt. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  up  tt7  the  time  of  my  sailing  everything 
remained  nuiet,  and,  so  far  a.s  it  is  possible  by  a  vitrilnnt  su[^M'vision 
to  jnd^e,  tnere  need  he  no  apprehensicm  of  any  sudden  or  violent 
demngemeut  on  the  part  of  the  enem}'  of  this  satisf artery  ronditioti 
of  affairs. 

I  was  unable  to  effect  the  shipment  of  the  eontrabandf*  as  you 
directed.  Most  of  those  at  the  colony  are  either  old  men  or  disquali- 
fied by  some  Imperfection  which  the  surgeon  of  the  Phnarrtm  con- 
sidered of  such  a  nature  as  would  not  permit  him  to  piv^^^.  The  residue 
are  women  and  small  children,  besides  some  30  whites.  (•t>m posed  alike 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  I  would  recoumiend  the  I'emoval  of 
these  people  as  soon  as  pnieticable,  as,  with  all  vigfilance  and  care, 
there  is  still  danger  of  a  raid  on  them  by  parties  of  regulators  from 
the  mainland.     The  tmnsmission  to  some  military   post  would  also 
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make  these  poor  people  more  satisfied  aod  confident,  besides  giving 
them  ti  larger  field  for  their  industry  than  is  at  present  afforded. 

The  arrival  of  Captain  Dnncan  was  very  opportune,  as  we  and  the 
Un^us  had  ouly  ah>out  three  day;^^  provisions  lert  for  all  hands. 
I  am,  sfr,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

M.  WOODHULL, 

C<mimand^\  Seni4)r  Officer^  St  Johir«. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  CommmSer  Woodhdl^  U.  S.  Nmy^  comm4inding  XJ.  S.  S. 
Oimarrony  regardiiig  the  setsu^re  of  cotton. 

U,  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

At  iSea,  December  27,  1862, 
Abmirai.:  It  was  necessary  during  the  continuance  of  the  colony  at 
Pilot  Town  to  guard  them  from  a  surprise  by  the  rebels,  and  in  oiiler 
to  do  this  effectually  1  had  the  couutrv  contiguous  i-egularl}-  scouted 
by  armed  parties  from  the  Clmamnu  (Jn  one  of  my  reconnoissances  we 
had  pushed  our  way  over  to  Fort  George  Island,  [Florida] ;  near  the  inlet 
we  aiscovered  quite  an  extensive  plantation.  On  examining  some  of  the 
outbuildings  there  was  found  a  large  quantity  of  cotton;  of  course 
we  did  all  we  could  to  get  it  away,  but  after  three  days  hard  work, 
carrying  it  nearly  10  miles  through  nuid  and  wat-er,  we  onl}'  succeeded 
in  bringing  off  some  H,00()  iK)unds,  but  this  i.s  all  sea-island  (and  all 
there  was  of  this  kind).  We  left  Home  upland,  say  2,<X)0  pounds,  which 
we  undoubtedly  would  have  in  time  secured  had  not  your  orders  reliev- 
ing me  interrupted  my  labors.  I  informed  Commander  Duncan  of  all 
the  imrticulars,  which,  if  he  is  entenirising,  he  will  take  advantage  of. 
I  also  found  two  new  carts,  which  1  brought  off,  and  have  them  and 
the  cotton  on  l>oard  this  steamer.  I  am  at  a  little  loss  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done  with  a  capture  made  under  the  above  circumstances. 
Will  you  please  instruct  me  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  it? 
I  am,  verry  reapectfidly,  your  obedieut  tjervant? 

M.   WCK3DHULL, 

Commmuler,  U,  S*  JVavt/, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Ctmidg,  South  Atlantic  Blockadimj  Sfuadrfm^  Port  Soy€d^  8.  C* 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8,  S,  Flamhemij  Lie\demmt- Commander  Upshwt^ 
IL  S,  Mf/iyt/^  cfnmnmulhtff* 

De.e4^mher  27 ^  1862. — ^At  9:30  a.  m.  communicated  with  the  Jiestl^gs^ 
which  wished  to  be  towed  into  BulFs  Bay.  At  10:  35  came  to  in  Buirs 
Bay.  Armed  and  equipped  first  and  second  cutters  and  sent  them^  in 
company  with  two  boats  from  the  Restia^y^  to  reconnoiter  Bull's  Island 
and  see  if  any  rebel  pickets  were  stationed  there.  At  2: 50  the  cutters 
returned,  having  aljundant  traces  of  the  enemy  having  been  there 
lately.     At  2: 55  steamed  toward  the  bay. 

December  28.^ At  11  a.  m.  ncnt  the  tiriNt  cutter  with  an  anued  crew 
and  70  pounds  of  powder  to  destroy  the  fort  on  Bull's  Island.     At 
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|1  p.  m.  the  toat  returned,  having  destroyed  the  magazine,  shell  room, 
ind  net  fire  to  nil  the  woodwork. 
Decemher  J  J. — ^At  3:  20  p*  in.  pat^sed  the  outer  buoy  and  ateameil  into 
I  Port  Eoval  Harbor. 


J  Abstract  lot/  of  the  U,  S,  bark  Eestlm^^  Actitig  Master  Bramne^  U,  S, 

Na/iri/\  emamandifig, 

ZfecemberiST,  1802, — Seat  armed  boats  to  BiiU's  Ifc^land  to  reconnoitcr, 
December  SS,~S^nt  two  boats  to  BuHV  LsUiiid,  with  23  men  foil j 
armed,  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Eason  and  RiLssell,  to  dei^troy  n^bel  bat- 
teries.    Boats  returned,  having  set  fire  to  battery  on  Bull's  Island  in 
concert  with  a  company  from  the  Flamhmu, 
Deeemher'29, — ^Mr*  llicks  with  6mea  left  ship  to  reconnoiter around 

IBuFa  Island, 
Order  of  Hear- Admiral  I}u  Pcmt^  U.  S.  JVanu^  to  Comm^mder  Woclaev^ 
U-  Sl  Nany^  commmmling  PI  S,  ship  Vandalia^  re{/arding  the  crutae 
of  that  vemel  mi  the  autaide  Uockade, 
Flagship  Wabash, 
Pf^^t  Roijal  TTarhor,  S.  a,  Beeemher  29,  1862, 
Sir.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very 
interesting  report*  of  the  22d  instant  of  the  cruise  of  the  Vandulm^ 
under  your  command,  under  my  ordei>t  of  the  17th  November  and 
December  2,     The  object  having  been,  white  airyring  on  an  outside 
^H  line  of  blockade  on  the  coast,  to  give  at  the  same  time  the  benetit  of 
^^)ractieal  experience  to  the  VQung  offi(*ei's  of  this  ncj^uadron,  who  have 
^^  recent!}^  graduated  from  the  Naval  Academy,  I  desire  to  say  that  you 
have  pertoroied  this  interesting  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  character  of  this  coast  at  this  inclement  season,  unusually  Ix)L9- 
rous  while  you  were  out,  involving  the  care  of  a  sailing  ship  on  a 
Be  shore,  in  shoal  water,  both  underway  and  at  anchor — circumstances 
phich  you  availed  yourself  of  with  skill  and  boldness— will  have  im* 
irted  experience  to  these  gentlemen  of  the  utmost  value. 
The  chart,  showing  the  tmcks  of  the  Vand^fiia  during:  this  cimise, 
execut43d  by  yourselt  with  so  much  skill  as  a  draftsman,  has  also  been 
received.  I  pur|)ose  sending  it  with  your  report  to  the  Navy  Dei>art- 
ment,  accompanied  by  a  request  to  the  honorable  Sei-retiiry  that  they 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  Naval  Academy,  where  both  will  doubtless 

She  received  with  interest. 
I  Respectfidly,  etc.,  S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Emr- Admiral. 
Commander  M.  B.  Woolset, 
I  ,  U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia, 

Order  qf  Sear- Admiral  Du  Prmi,  IL  S*  Jfain/^  to  Commander  Wbolaet/^ 
i    U.  Sl  Mmi/^  cmfimandin^  U,  S\  ship  Vamiulia^  to  proceed  to  Ncvo 
I    York  far  repairs. 
I  Flagship  Wabash. 

I  P<yrt  Royal  BarlM^,  S.  a,  Ihomher  29,  1862, 

\   Sir:  When  the  Vandulia^  under  your  command,  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  New  York  and  report  your  arrival  to 
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Kear-Adniinil  Paulding  and  through  him  to  the  honomhle  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

I  liin  sriiding  this  ship  to  the  north,  as  you  arc  aware,  l>€caii8e  she 
needs  lejjairs,  having,  moreover^  a  bad  leak  in  the  magazine,  and  also 
beeause  she  has  been  a  year  on  this  station  and  the  crew  should  have 
some  relief. 

Should  the  weather  or  other  eireumstiinces  render  it  necessary,  vou 
may  run  into  the  Delaware  Breakwater  and  proeeed  to  Phihidelptiia, 
in^stead  of  New  York,  if  you  deem  it  bei^it,  in  that  event  reporting  to 
Commodore  Strilding. 

RetipeetfuIIy,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Sear- Admiral. 
Commander  M,  B.  Woolsey, 
~~  a  S.  Ship  Vnndalm. 


Mepart  of  Acting  MasUt'  Slwrnll^  U.  S.  Navy.,  commanding  Ui  S> 
tark  Ho^ueky  r^arding  the  capture  of  the  Britkh  schooner  Kate* 

U.  S.  Bahk  Roebuck, 

Apalaehee  Bay^  December  29,  18t 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  tlie  capture  of 
the  whitewashed  EngliHh  sehooner  Kate  on  the  27th  instant  (formerly 
the  Eri2abt^:th  Bu^selL  of  Key  West),  93  tons,  E.  M.  ffeti'erson,  mas- 
ter, fifteen  days  from  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  coti'ee,  copperas, 
and  liquors,  while  attempting  to  run  into  St.  Mark's  River. 

When  tirst  discovered  she  was  steering  for  the  bar  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river.  As  soon  as  I  got  within  range  I  fired  a  shot  across  her 
bows,  when  she  hauled  utT  and  set  the  English  red  ensign.  On  l>eing 
boarded,  the  muster  said  he  was  bound  for  M atamo nis,  via  New  Orleans; 
that  his  vessel  was  leaking  badly ,  and  he  was  endeavoring  to  make  Am- 
lachicola  to  repair  damages.  An  examination,  however,  proved  her 
to  have  })een  scuttled.  After  the  hole  was  plugged  up  the  leak  entirely 
ceased. 

No  manifest  or  charter  party  was  found  among  her  papers.  Being 
convinced  of  her  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  i  seized  her  as  a  prize, 
and  yesterday,  the  28th,  dispatched  her  to  Key  West  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  J.  Folger  and  a  prize  erew  of  six  men  (with  her  former 
master  and  two  of  his  crew)  for  adjudication* 

Herewith  I  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  at  the  time  of  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 
Acting  Aftmter^  Vommunding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  » 

Secretary  U.  S.  iVW^,  Washingtmi^  D,  C, 


4 
4 


Ordtrr  of  ReaT- Admiral  Du  Pont  ^  V*  S,  Namy^to  Cam  ma  nder  Duncan^ 
U.  S.  Nam/^  directing  that  the  U.  &  S.  Uneas  he  di^patch^  for 
convoy  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Roya!  Har}mr^  S.  C,  December  31^  1862. 
Smr  I  send  the  schooner  John  Price  with  80  tons  of  coal  for  your  luse 
in  the  St.  John's. 
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She  has  been  chaitered  for  the  purpose  of  hringiiiL^  yellow-pi iie 
lumber  from  the  St  John-s  River  or  Nassau  Inlet  [Kiver]  to  this 
place. 

Master  Sears,  of  the  schooner,  will  show  you  the  agreement  under 
which  he  acts,  and  which  explains  itself. 

After  this  charter  had  been  made  General  Bmnnan  informed  me 
that  he  wished  to  send  three  schooners  to  Nassau  Kiver.  also  after 
lumber,  and  desired  the  protection  of  the  Uncos  for  tliis  purpose,  to 
which  1  absented. 

These  schooners,  together  with  the  John  Price ^  will  be  towed  off  St 
•Tohn's  by  an  army  steamer.  You  mil,  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible, 
take  the  coal  from  the  Jnhn  f^-lce  and  dispatch  the  Uneai<  to  convoy 
her  and  the*  army  schooners  to  Nassau  Inlet  and  protect  them  there. 

You  will  direct  Acting  Master  Watson  to  use  every  caution  in  this 
eitpedition.     The  lumber  is  said  to  be  at  Holmes'  Mills. 

1  intend  to  send  shortly  another  schooner  for  the  lumber  oa  tiie 
St  John's. 


Respectfully,  etc., 


Conmmnder  J.  M.  Duncan, 

U.  S,  S.  Nonokh, 


St. 


s. 


Hwer, 


F.  Dv  Pont, 
Rmr-Admir€d, 


Order  of  Rew^Admmd  Dv   PonU  U.   S.  Nam/^  t^  Acting  Mmier 

Bf*mmie^    U.    S.    Mmi/y   appr&ving   the   dtspottition   of  the    sloop 

Su8€m  McPherson, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pfwt  Roijal  Ilarhor,  A  C,  December  SI,  1S62, 

Sib:  Your  communication  of  the  26th  instant,  referring  to  your  dis- 
position of  the  prize  sloop  Sman  MePhermn^  has  l>een  received. 

The  vessel  being  evidently  not  fit  to  proceed  to  .sea,  you  have  appro- 
priated her  to  the  best  purpose,  and  I  entirely  approve  of  your  action 
m  the  matter. 

t  Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Da  Pont,  ^ 
Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Master  \V\  R,  Bro\vne, 
U,  S,  Bark  Rentiers,  BuIPs  Bay, 
Rej 
S 
c 


RejHfrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S.  Nainj^  remrding  the  dkp& 


aition  of  the  vmseh  of  his  wmman 


7 


L 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Ifm^hfyr^  S.  C^  January  i,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  positions  on  blockade 
of  the  vessels  of  this  ^squadron: 

At  Georget^:)wn,  U,  S.  S,  Sthago, 

Off  BulFs  Bay,  U.  S.  bark  ReHlem. 

Off  Charleston,  U.  S.  steamers  Powhatan^  CanandH}gu4iy  JTonsatoniCf 
Merctdita^  Plag,  Qiiak^^t'  tV%,  Keynkm^  State^  Flamheau^  MarUthcad^ 
Himm^  UfhodMla,  Memphis^  Stettin^  and  schooners  6^,  W.  Blunt  and 
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In  Stotio  Inlet,  U.  S.  steamers  Ottanaa^  Commodore  McDonaugh^  and 

Isaac  SntifJi, 

North  Edisto.  U.  S,  S.  South  Carolina, 

St  Helena  Sound,  U,  S.  bark  Kingfisher* 

Wossiiw  Sound,  U.  S.  S.  Conemangk, 

Ossabaw  Sound,  U.  S.  steamers  Seneca  and  Dmim^^  and  schooner 
a  R  miUmm.^ 

Guarding  at  St.  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  Dobov,  and  St.  Simon's  sounds, 
U.  S.  steamers  Paul  JoneH^  Pottmiaka^  Maagie^  bark  Brazlliera^  and 
Hchooner  Nmifolk  PaekeL 

St.  Andrew's  Sound,  U.  S.  barks  Midnight  and  F€m(mcKm4j^  and 
U.  S.  S.  Mohitwk. 

St,  John's  Kiver,  U.  S.  steamers  Nonmch  and  Uncos, 

In  Port  Royal,  part  of  them  undergoing  repaii*s  and  taking  in  pro- 
visions^ the  U.  S.  h.  Waha.Hh^  U.  S.  ship  Vennmity  U.  S*  S.  Wissahiaccm.^ 
U.  S.  bark  FermX7idina^  and  tugs  Dandelion^  Daffodil^  Petitt^  and 
Rescue,     The  Water  Witch  and  Mope  are  used  as  dispatch  vessels. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Mec^' Admiral^  Comdg.  South  AUardic  Blockading  Sg^uadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  WelleSj 

Secretary  of  the  Mmg,  Washington, 


I 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dii  Pmit^  Z7.  S,  Nam^  regardm^f  the  depar- 
imrefoT  PhUodei/phia  of  the  U*  S.  S^  Oifnarron, 

[No.  4. J  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  S,  f?.,  Jamuxry  i,  186S, 
Sir:  1  am  dispatching  to-day  the  Oimarron^  for  causes  stated  in  the 
accomjianjing  survey  (marked  No.  1),     I  have  spared  her  with  reluc- 
tance, in  conse(]uence  of  her  light  draft,  but  could  not  tell  at  what 
moment  the  defecti*  represented  might  become  serious, 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  send  her  to  Philadelphia,  as  the  hull  and 
engine  were  built  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  Oi/marrmi  can  carry  a  heavier  battery  (broadside)  than  she  has 
at  present,  should  the  Department  be  disposed  to  increase  her  arum- 
menL 

Very  respectfully,  your  otedient  seiTant. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiraly  Cor/idg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyy^  Washuigton, 


i 


Letter  frmn  Rear- Admiral  Iki  Pont^  U,  S,  Wa^ify^  to  Acting  Ri 
Admiral  Bailey^  U.  S.  J^mt/y  amiraanding  Emt  Gulf  Sgnadrm^ 
ackrimDhdqing com;municati<m regarding  tlisdepart^ire 0  U.  S*  & 

Augusta  Jor  AspinwaU. 

Flagshif  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ha^^Myr,  S.  CI,  Ja?Wfiry  i,  1S6S. 
Admiiial:  1  duly  received  your  communication  of  24th  ultimo  inform 
ing  me  of  the  capture  and  ransom  of  the  Aridy  and  of  your  having 
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Imnt  the  Augustay  of  this  squadron,  to  Aspinwall,  which  I  am  much 
|plea.sed  at  your  doing. 

I  have  also  io  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  dispatch  of  the  22d 
liiltmio^  eoveruT^^  a  report*  from  Lieutenant-Comnmnder  English  in 
reference  to  two  small  steauiers  in  the  St.  John's  River.  We  were 
aware  of  the  existence  of  these  vessels  when  the  St.  John's  was 
ascended  to  Dunn's  Lake,  where  we  raised  the  Viiieht  Annrua, 
I  am  pleased  to  hear  you  are  at  work  on  the  Indian  River  traffic. 
Hej^pectf  ully  5  etc. , 

8.  h\  Dv  Pont,  ^ 

Hear- Admiral. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Vonmianding  East  G^ulf  Blockading  Sqtuidron^  Key  West. 


¥ 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont^  U»  S.  Mwp^  to  the  Gfdef  of 
Bureau  of  Ordnance^  regarding  measures  for  an  accufnttl^Uion  of 
ordtmnce  stares. 

Flagship  Wabash,         ' 
Port  Royal  Ilarhor^  S,  €..  Janjtan/  ^,  1S6S. 
Sir:  1  am  in  receipt  of  the  Bureau's  communication  of  the  ll^th 
[ultimo,  referring  to  return  of  some  mortar  shells.     As  1  informed  the 
'  Bureau  we  were  stowed  to  our  utmost  capacity  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  the  1,380,  having  800  for  each  mortar,  and  the  freight  home  ($100) 
was  less  than  the  demurrage  would  have  been  by  the  detention  neces- 
sary to  unload  the  ves-sel* 

Should  an  accumulation  of  ordnance  stores  be  necessary,  I  do  not 
yet  see  that  a  suitahle  provision  for  such  can  be  made  here,  afloat  or 
ashore.  The  hulk  of  some  sailing  nmu-of-war  would  answer  best,  I 
think. 

I  take  occasion  to  thank  the  Bureau  for  its  prompt  attention  to  our 
wants.     The  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  is  paying  full 
attention  to  his  duties  and  everything  is  properly  cared  for  and  system- 
atically arranged  in  the  ordnance  department  of  the  fleet. 
Respectful] V,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 
Captain  J.  A.  Dahlqrek, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordnaficey   Waskirigpm, 


wt  of  Rear'Ad^niral  Du  Pont^  U,  S.  Nairt/y  regarding  the  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  tlvdsofu 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  IIarf>ot\  S,  i\,  January  ^,  ISSS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  io  acknowledge  the  Department's  dispatch  of 

December  21,  1862,  directing  me,  on  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S*  h.  Heti- 

Vdrick  Ilvd^on,  to  detach  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate  from 

rthe  bark  Resthssj  and  ordt^r  him  to  the  command  of  the  H.  Hudson^ 

and  further  to  transfer  Acting  Master  J.  E.  Giddings  to  the  Restlsss^ 

etc 

*  Not  necessary  to  pubEeh. 
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Acting  Volunteer  Litmtetiaut  David  Gate  is  not  in  tbi^  squad roa 
The  Retitlem  wa8  undiT  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenani 
E.  Conroy,  who,  however,  hfLsgone  notlh  under  orders  from  the  Depart 
tnent^  ana  that  vessel  is  now  conutianded  by  Acting  Mast43r  W.  R< 
Browne,  sent  out  by  orders  of  the  Department,  and  thus  far  he  h) 
proved  himself  to  he  an  etlieient  officer. 
The  steamer  JImdrkk  IffuiMm  has  not  arrived  at  Port  Royal. 
Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Mettr-Admlnil^,  Conultj,  South  Athin tie  Bloekadin^/  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nany^   Wa^htju/f^m. 


Order  of  Jimr- Admiral  J}filhni^  U,  S,  Navv^  to  Acting  Master  Soier^ 
U.  S,  Mwiry^  commanding  U.  S.  acnooner  America. 

Flagbhtf  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S\  f.,  Januury  3y  1S6S. 
Sir;  You  will  please  proceed  with  ih^  Americd  under  your  com- 
mand, without  delay,  uu  Charleston,  and  rejxu't  for  hlockading^  duty 
to  Captain  S.  W.  Godon,  senior  officer  present* 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Mmr-AdmiraL 
Acting  Master  J*  Bakek, 

U.  S*  Schooner  America^  Port  RoyaL 


Capture  of  the  Canfederate  sloop  Mereuj^y^  off  Charleston^  S.  C* ,  JS^ 
Beport  of  Commimder  Fraileyt  ^^  8.  Navy,  comm&Qding'  IJ.  B,  8.  (fcnaker  City. 

U.  a  S.  Quaker  City, 

Of  Charh-Afon.  S,  T.,  Jommry  If,  1S6S. 
This  morning  at  about  2  o'clock  I  discovered  a  small  sfiil  com- 
ing" out  from  Charleston,  standing  to  the  eastward,  and  at  the  time 
near  the  Miso^phis,     Sent  up  a  signal  rocket,  slipjx^l,  and  steamed  to 
the  vessel,  the  Memphis  accompanying  in  the  chiise. 

On  boarding  the  vessel  she  proved  to  be  the  rebel  sloop  Mercury ^oi 
Charleston,  and  bound  to  Njissau,  New  Providence.  She  was  without 
a  flatr,  hut  1  found  quite  a  large  mail  on  board,  which  is  sent  you  here- 
with.    Her  cartfo  consists  of  17  barrels  of  spirits  of  turpentine. 

A  Major  Reid  Sanders,  of  the  i!on federate  Army,  and  a  son  of 
(yeorge  N.  Sanders,  formerly  navy  agent  at  New  York,  is  also  on 
boai'cL 

By  your  order  I  have  cut  away  her  mast  to  prevent  her  being  noticed 
from  the  shore,  and  she  now  awaits  your  order. 

Enclosed  herewith  1  send  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  vessel. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailet, 
iMtttoumder^  U*  S.  Ifdvy. 
Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

Senior  Ojfieer  Blorkading  Sq\i4idro7i  off  Charleston^  S,  C 
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U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Off  CJmrhston^^  Jaminnj  ^,  1S6S. 

5ir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  2  oV^loek  thi.s  morning  thti  Quahr  City^ 
Captain  Frailev,  discovered  and  captured  a  small  .sloop,  tne  Jlt-nmry, 
attempting  to  break  the  blockade.  A  considerable  mail  was  found  m 
her.     The  eapture  i.s  of  some  importance* 

Major  Keia  Sanders,  son  of  George  N,  Sanders,  former  navy  agent 
in  New  York,  and  now  agent  abroad  for  the  Confederate  Government, 
is  on  board. 

Many  of  the  paper*s  point  to  objects  of  much  interest,  among  others 
to  the  fitting  out  abroad  of  iron  vessek.  I  send  a  letter  to  Major  K, 
Sanders  from  hiH  father  [found]  on  the  cabin  floor,  which  alludes  to 
this  project,  and  also  the  contract  between  Major  R.  Sanders  and  Mr. 
Harris,  of  the  Mercurt/.     These  papers  tell  their  own  story. 

The  captain  of  the  sloop  is  Air,  Harris,  who  seems  to  have  de-sired 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  squadron,  but  I  prefer  not  to  speak  of  his 
intentions  in  this  letter,  as  he  will  detail  them  to  you.     I  send  the  ves- 
sel to  you  at  once  in  tow  of  the  llape. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S,  W,  GODON, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  PteaenL 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Soidh  Atlantw  Bloekadm'g  Squadron, 

P.  Si — ^Mr.  Harris  has  been  in  our  service  of  late»  If  his  8tatemont8 
are  i*eliable,  he  can  give  much  information  of  value,  and  no  publicity 

should  be  given  to  his  capture  that  can  be  avoided. 

He  informed  me  of  Major  Sanders  being  on  Ijoard  under  the  assumed 
name  of  George  Sharrer,  who,  of  course,  is  anxious  not  to  appear  by 
his  own  name,  and  Harris  is  not  in  any  way  to  be  supposed  as  having 
pointed  to  him.     I  herewith  enclose  Captain  Frailey's  report. 
Respectfully, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Prment* 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cbmi?ia7iding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqwulnm, 

Among  the  public  paper8  is  a  cipher  and  key  to  the  same* 


Boport  of  Sd&r-AdmiTftl  Bm  Font,  XT.  S.  M%Tf,  tfrnaimitUag  emptnrdd  diipatrhea. 

No.  15*J  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Boi/al  llnriorj  S,  C'.,  Jammry  S,  IS6S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  an  important 
capture,  made  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  off  Charleston. 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  m€*rning  of  the  4th  the  Qual'er  City  discovered 
II  small  sloop  coming  out  of  Charleston  and  succeeded  in  taking  her. 
On  boarding  the  vessel  it  proved  to  be  the  rebel  sloop  Mercury^  l>ound 
for  Nassau  or  Halifax,  having  on  board  Major  Reia  Sanders,  son  of 
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George  N.  Sanders,  f  ormorly  navy  agent  in  New  York,  and  now  agent 
abroad  for  the  Conft>dt'rHtt?  (jovemment.  He  was  on  Ixmrd  under  the 
asaiimcd  name  of  Goor^j-e  Sharrer. 

There  was  also  taken  a  considemble  mail,  containing,  in  a  tin  box, 
dispatehe.s  from  the  Confederate  Government  to  its  ministers  abroad, 
which  I  send  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  delivered  to  me. 
There  were  besides,  numerous  letters  addressed  to  various  parties, 
which  are  also  herewith  forwarded,  and  among  them  a  communication 
addressed  to  the  London  Timej^  for  publication,  to  which  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Department. 

But,  RH  moi4t  important  of  all,  I  enclose  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a 
letter  in  pencil  from  George  N.  Sanders  to  hi«  son  Reid,  referring  to 
six  ironclad  vessels  of  the  former*  and  directing  his  son  to  impress  ujx>n 
Mr.  Mivson  the  absolute  imjx>rtaoce  of  hastening  them  forward  as  the 
only  thing  that  offers  succor  and  relief;  that  Sinclair's  and  Bulloch's 
steamer  only  preys  uix)n  commerce,  but  that  more  is  wanted  now, 
adding,  ^^  We  want  succor  or  we  must  die.-'  Another  letter  (marked 
No,  2^  is  also  enclosed,  being  the  contract  between  Major  Reid  Sanders 
and  tne  master  of  the  3fercm^. 

I  deem  these  dispatches  of  too  much  importance  to  trust  to  the  mail, 
and  I  have  therefore  dirc(*ted  mv  flag-lieutenant,  S,  W,  Preston,  to 
take  charge  of  them  in  person.  Will  the  Department  please  see  that 
he  returns  as  soon  as  possible  to  this  vessel? 

Lieutenant  Preston  will  explain  in  detail  how  the  mail  fell  into  our 
hands.  Major  Sanders,  who  had  charge  of  it,  thinks  it  was  thrown 
overboard,  and  1  submit  that  he  should  not  be  undeceived  l>y  the  pub- 
lication in  our  papers  that  the  official  dispatches  were  taken  as  well  as 
the  ordinary  mail.  He  is  at  j>resent  on  the  Poivfaifan*  The  captain, 
Harris,  is  here,  and  I  thought  it  best  that  he  should  be  sent  north  in 
the  Blacksfone^  one  of  our  own  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Eear- Admiral^  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mamy^  Washington^  D,  Cl 


A 


Beport  of  Eeat-Admiril  Du  Font,  IT.  8.  Hat;,  Tegardlng  tlie  diipoiition  of  GonfedeimE 

diipatcli9i  and  priBonen, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Poi^i  Rmjal  Iffirho}\  Jammnj  IS^  1863, 
Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to 
report  to  the  Department  the  capture  of  the  rebel  sloop  3fercmy^  with 
important  disjmtches,  which,  doubtless,  have  already  been  delivered  by 
Mr.  Preston,  my  flag -lieutenant. 

The  master  of  the  sloop,  A.  G.  Harris,  I  send  to  Hampton  Roadn  in 
the  steamer  Bla^hi-orfe^  with  orders  to  Acting  Ma.ster  Berry  to  transfer 
him  to  the  flagship  of  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  there  to  await  the  disposition 
of  the  Government.  I  deemed  it  In^tter  to  have  him  placed  on  board 
of  a  vessel  of  war  at  the  roads  than  to  send  him  to  New  York.  Kear- 
Admirrd  Lee  has  been  advised  of  this  arrangement. 

Harris  was  formerly  in  the  service  as  an  acting  master's  mate  (so  he 
state8),  hut  when  captured  waa  a  private  in  the  Confederate  Army;  at 
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all  events  h  m  named  in  the  enclosed  pa88  (marked  No.  1),  voluotarihr 
placed  in  my  handti.  He  desires  to  fall  at  the  Navy  Dcpai'tment.  rie 
thinks  he  can  give  impoi*tant  information  which  might  secure  the 
ai*rest  or  capture  of  G.  ]N\  S.  He  has  spoken  here  of  the  defenses  of 
C'harleston,  but  his  statement*  are  wild  and  frequently  inconsistent. 

Major  Reid  Sanders,  or  as  he  calls  himself,  George  E.  Sharrer,  with 
two  other  persons  taken  on  the  ^lurcury^  will  be  sent  north  in  the 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear-Adtnir^I,  ( hmdij.  South  Atlantic  Biockadtn^  Sqxiadr<m„ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N<my^  Washington* 


Export  of  Eear-AdmiTftl  Btl  Pont,  U,  8.  Ifivy*  forwardmg  to  tho  Department  articlei 
inrremdered  bj  tho  maiter  of  the  priie. 

No.  30.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Hoyal  JTarhor,  S.  C,  Janmiry  ^,  ISSd, 

Stk:  The  Department  has  already  l>cen  informed  of  all  the  particu- 
lars of  the  capture  of  the  rebel  sloop  2Itrcury, 

After  the  captured  mail   had  been  sent  north,  the  master,  A.  G< 
Harris,  voluntarily  gave  up  to  me  the  enclosed  bill  of  exchange  for 

•  £%h  15s.  in  favor  of  George  N.  Sanders,  and  a  gold  pencil,  upon  which 
is  engraved  the  name  of  11.  Sanders,  stating  that  just  before  the  cap- 
ture they  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  Major  Reid  Sanders  {calling 
himself  Shearer,  or  Sharrer)  for  safe-keeping  and  to  avoid  detection, 

I    As  this  individual  persisted  in  styling  himself  Shearer,  I  did  not 
hand  the  same  over  to  him,  and  uow^  scud  them  to  the  Department  for 
its  disposition. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  F.  pu  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  (hmdfj.  South  Atluniw  Blmkading  Squadron. 
-Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 
■        Secretary  of  the  Jfavy,  Wmhituit*m^  D.  C. 

Baport  of  Bear-AdmlrAl  Bn  Font  ^*  S>  Havji  trazLimittiiig^  letter  frem  Arnold  Haxria, 
m&iter  of  the  captured  eloop. 

No.  83.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  lioyalMarkrr,  S.  C\y  Fet^ruary  16^  186J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  (marked  No.  1)  a  communication 
U}  Commander  C  R.  P.  Rodgers  from  Arnold  Harris,  who  was  the 
master  of  the  sloop  Mercury y  captured  off  Charleston  with  important 
dispatches. 
The  Department  is  better  informed  than  myself  as  to  the  previous 
^    connection  of  Mr.  Harris  with  the  Navy  and  in  what  light  he  should 
H    be  viewed,  but  the  important  servie^?  rendered  by  him  in  preventing 
^    the  destruction  of  the  reljel  dispatches  would  seem  to  entitle  him  tu 
Home  coQsideratioa* 
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1  Mk  mn  timi  neither  Admiiml  Le«  nor  tlie  commuider  of 
jSrandE^MM  would,  aoj  more  Ihftn  mraelf ,  iiae  towmtd  thk  individual  ^ 

U  hii  gtntetariit  be  cofrecl  his  present  poeitioo  is  thai  of  a  deserter 
from  the  Confedenteis,  and  I  ^o  treated  him,  buU  as  I  said  before,  the 
Departnieiit  maj  have  iaformatioii  which  plac^  him  in  an  entirely 
different  position. 

Very  regpeeCfollT*  your  obedient  s^errant, 

S.  F.  Du  POKT, 
Bmr-Admirol,  Qmufy.  &miA  Aikmiie  Bicektidmg  Sfum^ 

Bon.  Gii»oii  WnxA 

Seereita$y  of  the  Nmy^  WmkimfUm,  D.  C 


eian^j 
rhat  I       I 


U«  SL  Ship  Bramuiwuhk, 
JBampian  Soad^  F^brwtr^  ^  186S. 
Sir:  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  addreeging  yoUi  bat  haTing  no 
Other  way  to  make  my  condition  known  I  have  resorted  to  this. 

Since  my  arrival  hen?  I  have  been  clossely  confined  on  this  vessel  and 
denied  the  most  trifling  privileges  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  having  a  g 
placed  over  me  at  all  times.  I  am  almost  destitute  of  clothing,  ai 
for  food,  I  have  to  live  off  the  refuse  of  the  sailors.  After  what 
have  under^ne  for  the  Govemmeot,  riaiking  my  verv  life— aye  neck— 
accomplbihing  considerable,  and  wishing  to  accomplish  more,  I  think 
the  tr^tment  that  I  am  receiving  ii*  rather  severe-  What  I  wish  is  to 
see  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^-y  and  get  permission  to  carry  out  the 
remaining  part  of  my  project,  viz,  the  capture  of  George  N.  Sanders, 
which  I  am  confident  that  I  can  accomplish,  together  with  all  the 
documents  that  are  in  his  possession. 

If  you  will  lie  kind  enough  to  mention  this  to  the  admiral  you  will 
confer  a  great  favor  upon  me, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  etc. 

Arnold  Harris. 
Oqptain  BoDOERa, 

Fleet  Captain^  S.  A.  BU)cid<f,  Squadron^  U*  S,  Frigaie  Wabash* 


Gvrtiiiid  itatemaat  of  the  mate  of  the  pxiie  regArdinf  the  eoimivaiiee  of  ber  commanding 

ofBoer  in  her  capture. 

London,  March  SO,  1S6S, 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  wa.s  mate  of  the  yacht  Mercury^  commanded 
by  Captain  Amofd  [G.l  Harris  and  owned  by  Major  Beid  Sanders. 
&id  yacht  was  c^pturea  by  the  Yankee  blockading  squadron  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  January,  The  dispatcb  or  mail  ba^,  with  heavy 
weight,  was  lowered  into  the  water  by  myself  and  I  saw  it  until  it  dis- 
appeanxl  into  14  fathoms  of  water.  Major  Sanders  and  myself  saj>- 
posed  that  all  the  lett^ers  and  dispatchers  were  in  the  bag  thus  sunk, 
out  to  our  amazement  we  afterwards  found  out  that  Captain  Harris 
had  ahHtmctcd  from  the  bag  u  tin  «.^^  contjiining  some  dispatchers 
which  he  delivered  to  the  captain  of  the  Qaaktr  C*ttj.  Captiiin  Harris 
maneuvered  the  j^acht  from  the  l>cwr inning  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure 
her  capture.  After  the  capture  Captain  Harris  was  separated 
OB  ana  was  sent  noilh,  as  we  suppo^^^d,  ^\^  tiv^  reward.     Captal 
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Harris  had  not  the  power  to  take  the  entire  bag  or  no  doubt  he  would 
have  done  ho.  Major  Sandoi^s  had  not  the  slighh^st  Huspieioa  of  his 
infidelity,  hent-e  his  ability  to  al>strart  a  part  of  the  dismtchosj  t^-hieh, 
be.Hides,  he  must  have  done  while  we  were  all  asleep  in  the  ni^ht  of  the 
3d  of  Jaonary.  Except  for  the  foul  pla\'  of  Captain  Harris  in  the 
maneiiverhig  of  the  3'aeht  there  is  Hcurt^ely  a  doubt  but  that  we  would 
have  sucoessfidly  run  the  blockade. 

William  Rensiiaw^ 
Mate  iff  tfie  Met(  vry. 
Witnesses  to  signature  of  Mr,  Renshaw: 

^.  FiiAW, 

,L  H.  SOHIEK. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pcmt^  U^  S-  Nmy^  of  the  arrimd  cf  the 
U,  S,  Hchooner  America* 

No.  12*]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  ffarl*o}\  S.  (*,^  January  h.  1SG3* 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  ai^rival  here 
of  the  yacht  America  on  the  3d  instant,  and  of  the  W  S.  nhip  O/itrt^ 
yesterday  niorniutf,  the  4th  instant. 

Very  respeetfidlv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  i\  Du  Pont, 
RearAdmiiral^  Cfnnd^.  Sonth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrtm. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Mii}t/^  Wa^Mngton^  2>.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ihmcan^  U,  S.  Nmry^  transmittinq  report  oi 
Actmg  MaMerWatmn^  U,  S.  Na^^y^  emnmaiiding  U,  S,  S*  (JticasoftAs 
convoy  hit/  of  army  transpjrts  to  Nassau  Milh,  Fla.^for  tfie  purpose 
of  obiaining  lumier^  Janiuiry  5-7^  186S, 

U.  S*  S.  NoRwicn, 
St,  John*s  Rimer ^  J^l^rida^  Jan w try  l^y  1863, 
Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of 
Decemlier  81,  1862,  in  relation  to  the  schooner  John  Price ^  and  would 
say  that  she  arrived  here  on  the  8th.  1  dispatched  the  Vncas^  as  you 
will  see  l>y  my  letter  of  the  8th;  she  returned  in  company  with  the 
army  Bt^Mti^Y  VoHrnopoUtaru  For  an  account  of  her  operations  I 
respectfull>^  refei-  you  to  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Watson.  The 
army  boat  Cf^i^mopoHfan  grounded  coming  in  and  I  ha\'o  made  out  to 
get  her  off  after  several  trials.  She  will  leave  for  Port  Royal  to-day. 
bhe  ifi  now  loading  with  small  lumber,  I  shall,  as  soon  as  she  leaves, 
proceed  to  take  the  coal  from  the  John  Price  and  shall  load  her  with 
what  is  left.  It  will  be  enough  for  Imlhist.  There  arc  some  very  large 
logs  here,  but  I  can  not  place  them  on  board  of  this  schooner,  as  she 
has  no  cargo  port. 

Captain  Corrill  |L  Coryell],  of  the  Anny,  told  me  this  morning  that 
he  would  divide  with  you  what  lumber  he  has  on  his  steamer. 

CI  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J,  M.  Duncan, 
Senior  Officer  Presen^j 
Rear^Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  1 

Vomdg,  South  AiJantir  Uh^chnlinq  Squadron^  Port  Royal ^S* 
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~  U.  S.  S.  Uncas, 

5^.  John^s  River ^  January  S,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  repoit,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  thej 
5th  instant,  1  proeeedod  to  Nassau  River  and  rendered  such  protection  j 
118  wtis  in  iiiy  power  to  the  army  transports  comprising  the  expedition.  I 
While  proceeairiL^  up  the  river,  and  about  0  miles  inside  the  bar,  grounded  j 
on  a  Hurid  bur,  where  we  lay  twenty -four  hours,  straining  [the]  vessel] 
badly,     Di.seovered  th(*  Hiune  night  (while  aground)  a  large  tire  in  diree-  j 
tion  of  the  Nassau  mills,  which  afterwards  proved  to  l>e  the  fire  that 
destroyed  the  luuiber  we  were  after.     On  arriving  at  the  mills  found 
the  twomili«  standing  safely,  also  a  huge  pile  of  cinders  still  throwing 
up  large  volumes  of  smoke  and  flames,  also  John  Holmes,  the  owner  of 
the  proixirty,  with  a  white  flag,  asking  for  the  protection  of  the  milk, 
Fintling  that  all  the  lumber  bad  been  destroyed,  I  returned  to  the! 
transport  and  reporte<l  to  the  officer  in  charge,  when  we  all  started] 
down  the  river.     The  tide  being  down,  and  my  pilot  not  very  well 
accpiaiiited  with  the  channel,  grounded  the  second  time,  the  transports 
passing  within   lu   yards  of   me,  safe  and  with   plenty  water,  until 
passing  a  high  bluff  1  discovered  the  rebels  had  opened  fire  on  them 
with  nmsketry.     They  (the  rebels)  being  in  easy  range  of  my  guns,  I 
inunediatA?ly  opened  on  them  and  fired  very  rapidly,  until  I  was  satis-  j 
fied  they  bad  i>een  driven  off,     The^^  did  not  fire  a  shot  after  mv  third 
shell,  which  felt  in  the  thicket  they  were  tiring  from  and  exploded  and 
no  doubt  with  good  effect,     1  got  the  vessel  afloat  shortly  after  and 
passed  down  the  river.     No  attempt  was  made  to  fire  into  me;  in  fact, 
no  man  could  live  within  800  yards  of  the  blutf  as  the  Uncas  passed  it, 
so  rapid  and  well  directed  w^as  the  fire.     We  return  with  a  loss  of  3 
men  wounded  and  an  unsuccessful  expalition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  Watson, 
Acting  Master ^  Camrimtming, 

Commander  J.  M,  Duncan, 

Senior  Officer  Presmit^  St  John^s  Miver^  Flm'ida. 


Heport  of  Re^T-Admiral  Du  F*mit^  V.  S.  JVain/,  Tegardin^f  the  JT.  S.  8. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ihrhor^  S*  6' ,  January  6^  1S63, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here, 
this  morning,  of  the  U,  S*  steam  tug  Columoiruu 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant,  , 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Adimraly  Comdg,  Smith  Athntie  Blf>ckading  Sqiiadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrt^tary  of  tfhe  Nwvy^   Washiiu^Um. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVayy  to  Rear- Admiral  Du  Jhnt^  V.  S* 
Navy^  directing  active  operatimu  against  CJiarlestfm^  S*  C\,  and 
Swvannah^  Ga. 

Confidential,]  Navy  Depaktment,  Jammry  6»,  1863. 

Sir:  The  jWw  Ironsides^  Pa^saic^  Montank^  Patapaau  *nid  Weehmiy- 
Jcen^  ironclads,  have  been  oi'dered  to,  and  ai"^  now  on  the  way  to  join 

jour  command  to  enable  you  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Chariest* >n  and 
demand  the  suri-ender  of  all  its  defenses  or  suffer  the  consequences  of 
a  refusal 

Creneral  Hunter  will  Ix?  sent  to  Port  Ro^^al  with  about  lOjXK*  men 
to  act  as  shall  l>e  deemed  best  after  consultation  with  yourself.  The 
capture  of  this  most  important  port,  however,  rests  solely  upon  the 
success  of  the  naval  force,  and  it  is  committed  to  your  hands  to  exe- 
cute, with  the  confidence  which  the  Department  reposes  in  your  eiui* 
nent  ability  and  energy.  Successful  at  Charleston,  tJie  only  remaining 
point  within  the  limits  of  your  command  is  Savannah.  If  this  place 
can  be  captured  by  the  ironclads,  attack  it  immediately,  under  the 
panic  which  will  be  produced  by  the  fall  of  Charleston.  If  part  only 
of  the  ironclads  are  required  to  make  the  attiick  at  Savannah,  and  I 
trust  such  may  be  the  case,  send  oflf  the  remainder  mider  careful  tow- 
age  to  Pensacola,  If  Savannah  can  not  be  attacked  with  ironclads, 
send  immediately  uixju  the  fall  of  Charleston  the  Nt-w  Ironsides  and 
two  of  the  others  convoyed  to  Pensacola.  Do  not  allow  the  New  Tnm- 
mde^  to  wait  for  her  masts;  slii*  ran  be  convoyed*  The  importunce  of 
striking  a  blow  at  once  at  Mobile  in  the  event  of  the  fall  of  Charles- 
ton will  be  apparent  to  your  mind. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wfxles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy* 

Rear-Adminil  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vmulg,  South  Atlantic  Blochiding  Squadrfm^  P*rrt  lioyal'^  S,  C* 


Order  of  Acting  Rmr-Admtral  Lee^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Vajdain  Turner^ 
JJ,  S.  Navy  J  cfMnmrntding  U,  S,  S,  NeiD  Ironstdes,  to  proceed  to  Pbrt 
Royals  S,  C. 

ContidentiaL]  U,  S,  Flagshii*  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Road-H^  Virginia^  January  7,  1863, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  confidential  order  of  the  Department, 
dated  January  0,  to  you,  directing  you  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to 
Port.  Royal/S,  C,,  and  report  for  duty  to  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont 
Enclosed  is  a  confidential  comoiunit^tion*  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, the  receipt  of  which  the  Depailment  directs  you  to  acknowledge. 
^H  Respectfully,  yours, 

■  S.  P.  Lee, 

^m       Act.  Rear- Admiral^  C&mdg,  North  Atlmitt€  Blockading  Sqnadron, 

H      Captain  Thomas  Tubneb, 

H  New  Inmsides. 


^See  j.irei'eding  order. 
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ConfidentiaL]  Navy  Depahtmekt,  Januafy  tf,  1S8S. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report 
Kear-Adminil  Du  Pont-     The  smoke  pipes  can  he  cut  off  at  that  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Weli.E8* 

Secretairy  of  the  NofGy. 
Captain  Thomas  Tuene^ 

Cmmruinding  U*  S,  JS,  New  Ironmdeft, 


Letter  Jrom  Acting  Mear'Admiral  Lee^  U*  S.  Natry^  to  Sear-Admir 
Du  Parity  U>  S.  Nwmf^  r^^ardmg  v^aeU ordered  to  t/ie  South  Atlant 
Blockading  Squadron, 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  Fiaoship  Minnesota, 

Hamptrm  Road^i,   Vtr(finia^  Jammry  7,  I*^S, 
Sih:  Under  confidential  orders  from  the  Navy  Department,  dat 

the  5th  ioHtant^  I  have  direeted  the  Ih^tmie  and  M(mtm(k\  when  in  all 
respeetj*  ready  for  sea  and  in  best  trim  for  the  pai^sage,  to  choo^ 
favorable  weather  and  with  all  pnicticable  dispatch  to  proceed  to  Por 
Ro\'al,  S.  C,  in  tow  of  the  Unode  Island  and  James  Adger^  resf 
tivoly,  and  report  to  you* 

The  suitable  ordnance  supplies  now  at  Beaufort,  N»  C*,  in  the  bar! 
Guidhtif  aS'/^/' (reported  unsea worthy).  Captain  Dmyton^  is  dii-ecte" 
to  transfer  to  seaworthy  vessels  and  to  send  tbeni  to  you  at  Port  lioyi^ 
with  the  gunner  in  charge  and  his  invoice  from  tte  O^uiding  Si<tr\ 
Also  to  send  to  you  there,  or  leave  the  necessary  orders  for  doing  so 
some  itdditional  munitions  now  or  soon  to  be  on  the  way  from 
northern  port  to  Beaufoil,  N,  C, 

The  Nrii>  IrmiAidr.^,  with  confidential  instructions  for  you  from  thfij 
JJavy  Department,  will  leave  here  to  report  to  you  at  f*oit  Uoyal  j 
~  )on  as  the  I\ifumvo  arrives  here  and  is  ready  for  service. 

When  the  Nahint  and  Wtehawken  arrive  here  1  am  ordered  to  send 
them  to  you.  The  Department  proposes  to  provide  the  Paamee  and 
Lodona  to  tow  them,  1  do  not  know  these  vessels.  Would  it  not  I 
well  to  >iend  the  Rhode  Mand  and  James  Adtjer  to  meet  them,  or,  bet 
ter,  to  come  here  for  them,  touching  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  see 
they  are  tliere^  I  apprehend  they  wiD  require  repairs  here  and  ma| 
have  to  go  in  there. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Arting  R^'ar-AdmiruK  Omtdg.  i^o7ih  AiUmtic  Slfwkdg,  Sq^fadrtm 

Kear-Admiml  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmiidg.  Simth  Ati^ntlc  Bl<Mjkading  S(/u4idron^  Port  Rfjyal^  S.  C 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S,  Mivy^  to  Lieutenant- i 
77}4i?ider  Upshur^  IL  S*  Navy^  cmnmanJlng   U,  S,   S.  ^lamheau^ 
proce^^d  to  duty  off  Ckurlestrm^  S,  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ifarhor^  S,  (\,  January  7,  2863, 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  proceed  with  the  Flumbtau  under  your  com- ^ 
mand   off  Charleston   and   repoit   to   Captain   Godon,  senior 
present,  for  duty  on  the  blockade. 


*  officenfl 

J 
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I  have  recomiiieiided  to  ('aptaio  Godoii  to  give  you  the  BuO's  Bay 
»t4ition,  if  he  can  make  it  tit  in  with  his  arraugeuient  of  the  nhipg..  in 
consequence  of  the  iiiset'urit^'  of  the  Flambmit's  keebon. 

Respectfully,  ete,,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Sear-Admiral. 
LieutBDant-Commauder  J,  H.  Upshub, 

U.  &\  &\  Fluvibmu. 


P 


i  of  Zi^utenaTtt-OmmianderWhitiM^  IL  S*  Navy^  senior  officer 
._  Status  Hi'Derj  SotUh  Caro/imi^  rei/araing  an  etujmfcment^  Janumy 
\  186S^  betimeji  a  Confed^ate  battery  and  th^  U*  S.  S>  ihimnodore 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Stmw  River^  January  9,  J8CS, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  i-eport  that  on  the  Tth  inntant  a  batttMy  of 
about  four  or  tive  guns  opened  tire  on  the  giuihoat  VmttNitHl4tre 
McDoHoiifjK  Lieutenant-Commander  Baeon,  wliile  at  anehor  in  Stono 
Eiver,  in  the  bend  oppoisite  the  Paul  Grimball  pkatatioiu  As -well  as 
we  are  able  to  judge^  the  guns  are  in  posiition  on  the  right  of  the 
Secessionville  battery,  about  a  half  aiile  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward. 1  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  regular  line  of 
defense  running  through  the  Island  [Jame^J  in  that  direction.  They 
'fired  four  guns  fir5?t,  the  .shells  Imrstiog  in  the  direction  of  the 
McDfmouqh^  but  not  reaching  the  shore  line  of  the  reach  from 
Wright's  Landing  southward  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  not  inside  of 
a  mile  from  the  MeDomJugh.  Captain  Bacon  tired  a  shell  from  the 
l(K)-pounder  Parrott  in  return,  to  dniw  their  fire  again  and  one  at 
the  tower  battery,  while  he  steamed  farther  up  the  bend  to  get  a  lietter 
view.  They  fii*ed  seven  shell  more  with  no  increase  of  nvnge.  The 
McDonongh  remained  in  her  new  position  about  a  half  hour,  and 
then  came  down  to  report.  Two  small  steamers  were  in  rear  of  the 
tower  battery  w^ hen  Captain  Bacon  tired,  and  they  immediately  steamed 
down  the  creek  some  aistance,  returning  when  the  Melhmmttjh  left. 

On  the  6th  we  had  l>een  up  the  river  to  Wright's  Ijimding  on  a 
reeonnoissanee,  and  were  not  tired  on,  though  much  nearer  to  their 
range,  their  mounted  pickets  retiring  slowry  from  the  bank  of  the 
river  as  ive  approached.  By  the  nmge  of  the  guns  1  would  not  suppose 
them  to  be  m  advance  of  the  tower  battery.  No  earthwork  was 
visible. 

So  many  of  the  tubes  in  the  port  boiler  of  this  vessel  had  Iteen 
plugged  up  that  it  l)el^amc^v  nece^'^sary  to  put  in  new  one^,  which  we  are 
now  doing,  keeping  the  starboard  boiler  ready  for  such  service  as  may 
be  required.  I  am  sorry  to  rei>ort  that  last  week  one  tnl>e  in  the  star- 
kjard  boiler  burst  also,  showing  that  it  is  Ijeginning  to  fail,  like  the 
port.  I  take  the  liberty  of  caUing  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all 
the  tubes  of  the  port  boiler  were  condemned  last  spring  by  a  survey 
before  the  vessel  was  sent  north.  Every  time  I  have  moved  lately  the 
chaugiDg  pressure  of  steam  on  the  port  boiler  has  caused  some  tubes 
to  burst.  I  forw^ard  herewith  a  requisition  for  spare  tubes. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  I>.  Whiting, 
Liefutefmnt'  Com^nunder^  Senurr  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Conidg.  Souih  Atl^intie  Bhwkadlng  SqU'Odriru.  Ptni  RoyaL 
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Order  of  Rmr'Admiral  Da  Portt^  IL  S.  Ifavy^  to  Actmg  Mmter 
MoBea,  U.  S.  Nat^y^  cmnnmndin^  U*  S.  bark  Femundinu^  to  pro- 
oeed  to  duty  at  St.  Simofi^s^  Gdt^rgia. 

FLAG8H1P  Wabash, 

Part  Roijdl  Harfmr^  8.  L\^  January  S,  186S. 

Sie:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Fernandina  under  your  coiumand  to 

St*  Siinon'H,  i-eorgia,  and  i'eiK)rt  to  Comiuuiider  Charles  SttMidnian,  of 

the  Paul  Ji/nts^  senior  oHii-er  preseut,  for  lilockadiug  duty  in  those 

watei's,  taking  such  station  a.s  he  may  designate  and  receiving  from 

him  all  necessary  information  for  your  guidance. 

Rcspectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Acting  Master  E.  Moses, 

U.  S.  Bark  Fernandina. 


Letter  froTn  the  Secretary  oftlie  Maify  t<f  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasurUy 
oMecting  to  the  proposal  of  th^  latter  to  rdax  the  stringency  of  t^ 

Navy  Department,  January  8^  1S6S. 

Sir:  i  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  3"our  communi- 
cation of  yesterday,  in  whirh  voii  request  me  *'to  direct  the  officers  of 
the  Potomac  Flotilla  and  of  tlie  blockading  squadrons  to  allow  vessels 
provided  with  ]i roper  pa|)ers  and  a  regular  custom-house  cleamnee  to 
proceed  without  seizure  or  detention. '^ 

A.S  these  instructions,  if  anything  else  than  a  i>a.ss  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  meant  by  "proper  papers,**  would  not  onl}^  conflict 
with  the  instructions  heretofore  given,  but  with  the  objcctj^  and  pur- 
lK>se  of  a  blockade  in  good  faith,  and  not  improbably  endanger  the 
result  of  prize  captures  in  the  admiralty  courts,  1  should  prefer  that 
the  policy  proposed  be  maturely  considered  and  delilMirately  adopted 
before  issmog  the  instructions  requested. 

Any  design  or  purpose  to  lift  or  modify  the  blockade  should,  1 
apprehend,  oe  cannctl  into  effect  as  openly  and  as  publicly  as  the  block- 
ade was  declared.  In  any  event,  to  instruct  the  naval  commandei's  to 
allow  vessels  to  pass  on  a  niere  custom-house  cleiirance  would  be  to 
leave  no  blockacle  at  all,  or  such  a  one  as  would  be  liable  to  great 
abuse. 

It  would  be  better  for  the  (fovernment  to  abandon  the  blockade 
entirely  than  to  issue,  without  manifest  and  urgent  necessity,  such 
instructions  to  blockading  ^^essels  as  besides  bruiging  into  question 
the  validitv  of  captures  would  involve  us  in  difficulty  with  foreign 
po Wei's*  I'hey  will  respect  the  blockade  as  long  as  we  respect  it,  but 
they  will  not  consent  that  wo  should  use  it  for  tne  purjxjses  of  traliic 
exclusively  by  our  own  citizens. 
1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  J/avy. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 

Secretary  of  t/ie  Treasury. 
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[TclcgmmJ 

Halifax,  [Nova  Sootia],  Jammry  9^  186S. 
British  iron  screw  steamer   f^rhicem  Royal  sails  to-day.     Has  on 
board  a  Charleston  pilot.     Her  ma^ts  [are]  so  constructed  [theyj  can  be 
taken  out  and  funnel  let  down  below  deck. 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

Cormul. 
Hon,  Gideon  Weixes. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Jhi  PofU^  Ul  S  Navy^  /  ,  uuhr  Wtn^eti^ 

U.  o.  ^myy^oasmnamiiny  U,  S*  S,  Ctme^na/uah^fi/iaoiyiUitUUtokimt 
for  the  steamers  Fingal  and  Nashmlh  {RaMlesmake). 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S.  6%  Janunry  9^  lS6*i. 
Stk:  From  a  report  received  to-day  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Fhigal  is  about  attempting  to  reaeh  the  Ogeechee,  eithei*  outside 
by  Wassaw  or  through  the  Roiuerly  Mai'shes,  io  order  to  aid  the  Nojih- 
9*tl/f'  to  escape*     You  will  therefore  be  especially  on  your  guard. 

1  have  ordered  the  Camimiaigua  from  Charleston  to  lie  off  the  liar 
at  Ossabaw  to  intercept  the  Niwhrflle  in  the  event  of  her  escaping. 

The  Wimahicktm  leaves  here  on  Tuesday  for  Ossaljaw  to  relieve  the 
;  JSen^'u^  which  vessel  will  in  turn  relieve  you. 
1  send  your  mails  by  the  iJfjf^xiiL 
Reiipectfully,  etc., 

S,  F,  DuPoNT, 

Rear-AdTniral, 
Commander  R.  Werden, 

U,  S,  S,  Ctmmtia'ugh^  Wassaw, 


"iepart  of  Ideutenant-Ckmimmultv  Oihsmi^  U,  S.  Nofmf^  commanding 
u.  S*  S,  SenecayT^ardiny  a  ream  it  mmajwern  Little  0(^eeeAeeRw^ 
Georyi^^  Janttary  9^  1868, 

U,  S.  GmnioAT  SE^^lCA, 
Ogeechee  River ^  Ossahaw  Stntion^  Ga.^  Jajiimry  11  ^  186S, 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  brought  bv  the  schooner  ^1.  Bartleit.  The  pilot 
anchored  her  out^side  and  will  bring  her  into  the  river  in  the  morning. 
The  CafmndrnqHU  ha^s  arrived  off  the  imr. 

The  Jfaiiyiehn.i^  just  arrived  by  the  Florida  Passage  from  St.  Simon's, 
convoying  thus  far  the  little  steamer  PaulJtmt.H,Jt\.  which  latter  vessel 
will  proceed  on  her  way  to  Port  Royal  early  to-morrow  morning.  This 
gives  mean  opportunity  much  desired  of  comnuinicating  information. 

On  Friday,  the  9th  instant,  I  made  a  reconooissance  with  the  Seutixi 
and  Ikitfyn  up  the  Little  Ogeechee  River  above  Hardee's  [Harvey ^s]  Cut, 
commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  three  rivers.  I  saw  a  large  side- 
wheel,  two- masted  steiimer^  painted  lead  color,  apparently  in  seagoing 
order  (undoubtedly  the  Na^hmlU)^  lying  broadsicle  towar<i  us  in  a  reach 
of  the  Big  Ogeechee,  distant  not  more  than  5  miles  in  an  air  line,  if  so 
far.     She  has  been  much  farther  up  the  river,  I  understand,  and  has 
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descended  since  the^e  waters  were  biLst  reconnoitered.  Thij*  fact, 
coupled  with  the  repart  c-onceming  her  and  the  FimjaU  communicated 
to  me  in  your  letter,  renders  it  extremely  probable  that  an  early 
attempt  at  her  escape  \^  meditated,  and  the  sending  of  the  Canandm- 
gtui  was  therefore  most  opportune. 

Yesterday  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barnes,  of  the  Dmtn„  found  two 
men  helong^ing  to  the  Oonemau^h  in  a  starring  and  dying  condition, 
sticking  in  the  marsh  near  the  douth  end  of  Little  Warsaw  Inland 
One  of  them  U  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  The  state  of  the  other  \s^ 
1  believe,  doubtful;  they  can  not  yet  be  moved.  The}'  had  been  .sent 
on  shore  a.«  member?  of  a  wooding  party  and  strayed  away.  Lieuten- 
ant Couinmnding  Barnes  has  some  suspicion  ttat  they  intended  to 
dej^ert,  but  for  several  day;?  they  were  .^^o  crazed  with  hunger  and  thirst 
and  suffering  generally  that  the\*  can  even  vet  give  but  little  ac4!Ount 
of  themselves,  and  it  i^  hard  to  judge.  They  saw  our  vessels,  they 
say,  and.  I  presume,  made  blindly  in  this  direction  without  regard  to 
distance  or  difficulties.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barnes  to 
report  the  circumstaDces  to  you,  but  there  is  no  opportunity  for  com- 
municating with  him  to-night,  and  his  letter  may  not  l>e  read}*. 

I  have  enjoined  and  practice  the  greatest  vigikuce  with  the  fore«  at 
my  command,  and  will  endeavor  to  feeep  the  vessels  so  stationed  that 
at  all  events  nothing  shall  go  by  us  unopposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WrujAM  Gibson, 
Lieutenant- Ojtnnt/tnd^^  Senior  Ojpeer  Present 


Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Dr  Pokt, 
Cmndg.  South  Atlantic  Bkfddg, 


Squadron^  Fort  Boyal,  S,  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  qf 
the  Naviu  transmitting  correspondence  regarmng  deamer  £mma^ 
ashore  off  Fort  Pulaski^  Sacamiah  Biver. 

Treasuby  Departmxkt,  January  10^  186S, 
Sfr:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from 
T.  C.  Severance,  acting  collector  of  customs  at  Port  Royal,  and  of  my 
replv,*  relating  to  the  steamer  Eimmu  now  ashore  near  Fort  Pulaski, 
having  on  board  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine,  which, 
with  the  machinery  of  the  stemner,  can  be  saved  bv  him,  aided  by  the 
crew  of  a  gunboat,  and  re^ppeet fully  request  such  mstructions  may  be 
given  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  at  Port  Koyal  as 
you  mav  deem  proper  in  the  premises. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Geo.  Harbinoton, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ncvy^ 

[EndoTwme&t.] 

Hear- Admiral  Du  Pont  can  best  judge  in  regard  to  this  subject* 

W. 
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J*  of  Rmr- Admiral  Ihi  Pimty  /7.  aS.  Nmyy.  k)  Aasistant  BmitdJ^^^ 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  to  ojoperate  with  the  lighf-hmme  engineer  in  t/ie 
interest  of  aids  to  rumgation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Eoyal  Harbor^  S,  O.^  Janimry  12^  1S6S. 
Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  proceed  with  tht?  ^/W>  Houth* 
mrd,  in  order  to  give  every  aHsLstance  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  li^ht-house 
Engineer,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  ticwh  of  the  Light- Hoii.^e 
3oard  in  reference  to  aids  to  navigation  on  this  coa.st,  extending  your 
ibiservationH  into  nueh  sounds  ana  har>K)r8  a-s  it  may  be  desirable  to 
line  a8  far  a.s  the  St.  John-s,  incLufc^ive, 
Your  own  knowledge  will  be  of  great  service  in  this  matter. 
Regipectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Adm  iraL 
Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant  U*  S,  Coast  Survey^  IT.  S,  S*  Bibh. 


Report  of  Litmienani-  Cmti mander  Ba4xnu  f^*  S.  Navy^  seni^yr  officer  in 

IStono  InJet,  regarding  affaira  in  that  lucinity, 
^  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonouoh, 

IP  Stmw  Inlet,  Janaary  JS^  1863, 

^ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Ottawa,  sailed  to-day  and  I 
ave  taken  charge  at*  senior  officer,  in  obedience  toordert*.     I  renpect- 
fuUy  rotate  that  Lieutenant-Commander  Whiting  informed  me  before 
leaving  that  infonimtion  had  been  received  through  deserters  that  the 
rebels  were  trying  to  dig  a  channel  out  for  the  purpjse  of  bringing 
their  ironclads  through  Wappoo  Creek  into  Stono  Kiver,  with  the  iden 
of  attacking  our  vesself^  in  this  watei*.     1  respectfully  state  that  yes- 
terday and  this  morning  steamers'  smoke  could  be  seen  in  the  direction 
L     ^of  Wappoo  Creek,  and  also  steam  ascending  in  puffs  as  from  a  high- 
^fcressure  engine.     Smoke  or  steam  from  that  direction  I  have  never 
^Been  before,  and  have  remarked  it  as  an  unusual  occurrence.     The 
Isaac  iSmitk  went  up  Folly  River  on  a  reconnoissance  this  morning, 
and  report^i  that  the  re!>els  have  extended  their  works  from  the  Tower 
Mill  in  the  direction  of  Tom  (TrimbalPs  estate,  on  James  Island,  most 
protmbly  with  the  intention  of  preventing  another  landing  there  and 
also  to  have  their  guns  couuuand  that  reach,  as  on  my  last  reconnois- 
^Uance  they  fired  eleven  shell  at  me  from  this  extension  of  works,  but 
^|biey  all  exploded  in  the  air,  and  with  longer  fuzes,  or  had  they  been 
^shot,  might  have  reached  the  river. 

I  respectfully  state  in  conclusion  that  the  enemy  appear  to  Ijc  very 
active  on  James  Island.  They  have  not  as  yet  made  any  attempt  to 
erect  new  batteries  near  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gkorge  Bacon, 
Lieuttmant  Conidg,  and  Setiior  Officer  Present^  U,  S*  Nbffy, 

Eear-Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont. 

€mnd4f,  JSoutli  Atlantic  Blockadiny  iSquadron^  If,  S.  Naay, 
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i  wnceming  Cl^n4eiUm  Mmior,  ^ 


u,ises. 


Motrfe  biaiid:  There  L^  but  ooe  battenr.  an  eneloeed  work  (Fort  I 
W-'/'^'^-V  Aod  not  ratt^umted.     It  b  located  near  the  old  -S^/tr  ojf  /A^ 
li  rr.  at  the  McMellon  Hoode,  and  oecapies  the  entire  width 

of  uio  L^iaocL 

Oarriaoii:  Tiro  oootpanied  of  artlDeiy  encamped  on  the  oorth  side  of 
Ibe  worlca  ratdde. 

A  regiiiient  occupies  moand  1  mile  ^uth  of  Fort  Wagner  and  $endd 
fiKrda  to  the  ialet.  ^ 

An  the  old  haUeries  have  been  destro yed.  The  iron  of  the  ironclad 
at  Cummitig'^  Point  had  been  taken  down  and  is  there  partially  covered 
with  sand. 

Fort  Sumter:  The  magazines  at  the  extremities  of  the  gorge  are 
both  in  o^e.  Have  been  stren^hened  bv  P^U^^  ^^  heavy  ston^  of 
the  fiea  wall  outride  ae  high  as  the  second  tier.    The  second  tier  has  no 


__/fJrfiirf/Y  ^ 


11^: 


gnna,  and  tho  thin  (2  feet)  walls,  built  to  close  some  forty  (8  feet 
Hciuare)  ojK^iiings  before  the  bombardmentj  have  not  been  changed  or 
aaded  to* 

A  htmall  bfiHtion  of  brick  has  been  built  at  the  main  gate. 

Fort  JohiiHori  ciirries  five  heavy  guns,  caaemated,  looking  toward 
Fort  Ripley,  to  which  a  row  of  piles  extends,  with  a  single  opening 
for  pa«8agcWay ;  these  pile«  generally  in  good  order,  though  some  have 
bciMi  wanhed  away, 

Fi>rt  Hipley  is  5<X>  or  600  yards  from  Castle  Pinckney;  built  of  \m\' 
luetto  logs;  curries  (December  25)  three  guns  in  barV>ette. 

tiiHtle  iMrickney  is  not  considered  of  much  use,  but  mounts  twelve 
b^^ht  j^uns  (;i4  or  i^2  pounders)  on  the  parapet;  none  known  below. 

In  Charleston,  two  or  three  guns  on  the  battery,  where  a  regiment 
is  i'uniniped. 

No  guuH  oil  the  level  at  White  Point 

A  lino  of  works  is  being  constructed  from  Ashley  to  Cooper,  near 
Magnolia  CVnirtery,  with  a  view  to  preventing  our  egress  fromCharles- 
t^Mi,  should  it  fall. 
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Siillivun*H  Island:  Fort  BoauregaTd,  halfway  tietweeii  Steal nljoiit 
Landing  and  Fort  Moultno,  has  tiye  guns  looking  upon  channeL 

Fort  Moultrie  has  at  least  six  8-incIi  guns,  some  of  them  rifles,  but 
they  are  all  m  harbette.  The  sand  hags  used  to  shelter  the  guns  dur- 
ing btanbardment  have  been  removed. 

There  is  a  work  with  three  sides  open  in  the  rear,  toward  Fort 
Moultrie,  halfway  Ijctween  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  IVIoultrie  Hou^^e;  it 
carries  eight  guns  (four  of  whieh  are  rifles),  five  bearing  on  the  chan- 
nel, three  looKing  up  the  ishtnd.  Another  battery,  with  three  guns, 
at  the  extreme  north  end. 

There  are  two  lines  of  infantry  intrenchments  entirely  acrosijt  the 
island — one  near  (just  north  of)  Fort  Moultrie,  the  other  about  S(H) 
yiards  south  of  the  burying  ground  (one-half  mile  north  of  tlie  Moultrie 
House). 

There  is  no  raft,  boom,  nor  other  obstiniction  betw^een  Sullivan's 
Island  and  Fort  Sumter;  the  one  eonstiiicted  was  carried  away  by 
tides  soon  after  the  action  on  James  Island,  and  is  strewn  along  the 
shores  of  the  harbor.  The  steamer  plies  dail}^  l>etween  the  city  and 
Cumming  s  Point,  and  recent  ptissengerH  (December  25)  have  seen  no 
obstructions  of  any  kind. 

The  old  floating  battery  is  laid  up  near  Fort  Johnson,  its  guns  with- 
drawn and  entirely  useless. 

The  two  rams,  one  sheathed  with  4i  or  5  inch  iron,  curry  four  guns, 
two  amidships,  one  bow,  one  stern.  They  are  very  slow,  and  mud 
^ows  are  now  deepening  the  channel  and  Wappoo  i\it  [Creek],  so  as 
to  enable  them  [to]  pass  into  the  Stono. 

The  general  impression  in  ('haiieston  is  that  our  ironclads  can  not 
go  to  sea;  not  much  appreh*'nsion  is  felt  of  an  attack  by  them,  antl 
from  wooden  vessels  none  whatever. 

Morris  Island  can  readily  be  carried  if  this  information  is  correct. 

le  reformation  of  Fort  Wagner  and  the  establishment  there  of  a  bat- 
of  from  tive  to  ten  very  heavy  rifles  would  facilitate  the  fall  of 
Wmiter  and  admit  of  other  occupation,*  perhaps  quite  as  important  for 
the  few  ironclads  that  may  be  sent  out.  Witn  proper  facilities  such 
a  battery  could  be  prepared  in  one  night.  No  other  active  cooperation 
by  a  land  force  can  be  succei^sful.  Any  attack  by  James  Island  is 
impracticable, 

T*  Seymouh, 
Brigadier-  General. 


RcjH/rt  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Jrmty  £71  S,  ^ftv^^  regardlnfj  the  dhj^Mt- 
tioti  of  vessels  of  his  anmnand. 

Flauship  Wabash, 

Port  Hoy  ill  JiarUn\  S.  C,  Jfinwi/y  15^  lS4j,L 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  positions  on  bhw^kade 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron: 
At  Georgetown,  LL  S.  S.  Sebai^o, 
Off  BulFs  Bay,  II.  S.  bark  Reklem. 

•ForinstaDce,  might  it  not  be  worth  while  to  eend  two  or  three  to  the  Wappoo 
Cot,  so  as  to  preveiit  troops  on  Jairit-s  Inland  from  croseing  it?  With  u  heavy  Imttery 
on  Morris  Lifaiiil  to  rt^ilnce  Sumtt^r,  in  it  not  feasible  to  prevent  [sic]  of  the  fort^e  oil 
JatEiee  Island  to  capture  that  on  Snllivan's? 
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Off  Charle^ston,  U.  S,  steamers  Pawhatan^  Ilousat^mic^  MercedUa^ 
Flag^  Quftkcr  Ciiy^  Keystone  State^  Fhimheauj  Jluron^  Ottawa^  Utia- 
dilifu  Meniphuf^  Stettin;  schtxjners  0.  W.  Bluntj  America^  and  martar 
schooner  Pant, 

In  StoDo  Inlet,  U,  S.  steamers  C&nmwdare  McDmwugk  and  Im<k^ 

In  North  EdLsto,  U.  8.  S.  Smith  Carolitm. 

In  St.  Helena,  U.  8.  Imrk  Kln^iiiher. 

In  Wassaw,  LT,  S.  S.  Coneinau^h* 

In  Ossabaw,  U.  S.  steamers  ('mmndui^uu^  Seneca^  Wltgahickon^ 
Df(fVfi^  and  mortar  schooner  (\  IK   WUimnu. 

Guardintf  8t.  (jatherine's,  8apelo,  Doboy,  and  St,  Simon's,  U.  S. 
steamers  Paid  Jonm^  Ptdotusht^  Madtfle;  bai'ks  Brazilwra  and  Fer- 
iHindlmu  and  mortiir  nchooner  N*fttoli  Packet, 

In  St.  Andrew's,  U.  S.  bark  2fldntghi. 

At  Fernaudina,  U.  S.  S.  Mukawh 

In  St.  John's  River,  U.  S.  steamer^i  Ntnnowh  and  Vhcm* 

In  Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S.   Wabash,  U.  S,  ship  Venfiont,  U.  S,  S,  Mir- 


I 


hlelitad  (undergoing  repairs);  tugs   PaffodiL  Danddian^  Columbine^ 
dispatch  lM>ats. 


Remu<^^  and   ^>,  AL  Petfif. 


T  Witch  and  Hupe  are  used  a& 


Very  reapectf  iiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  pu  Pont, 
Rear-Adnwral^  Cmndg.  SotUh  Atluntic  BhM^kading  Sqnadrmu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta^oftheNavy^  Washing f an  ^  P.  O, 


Report  of  Oommander  Bmumimt^  U,  S,  Nmy^  commanding  U.  S*  & 
behatjo^  regarding  the  loreek  of  ths  schoinwr  Lotns^  of  Boston^  on 
Iforth  Island^  South  Carolina^  January  15^  1863, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sebago, 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina,  January  t2^  186S. 

Sir:  1  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  schooner  Zotm^  of 
Boston,  Mass.^  ran  ashore  on  the  North  Island  Beach  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  instant.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  remove  her,  but  just  as 
our  efforts  were  about  to  prove  succe^ssful,  having  vSucceeded  in  moving 
her  l:i  feet,  a  northeast  gale  spi'ang  up  and  drove  her  about  20  feet 
farther  on  the  beach  than  she  was  in  the  first  place.  At  the  request  of 
the  eaptiiin,  I  apix>inted  a  board  of  survey,  who  reported  her  removal, 
as  iiupracticahlc,  and  advised  the  removal  of  her  cargo  to  a  secure  place  ' 
on  shore,  which  advice  was  carried  out  to  the  ext-ent  of  one-fourth  of 
her  cargo,  when,  iFeing  driven  still  higher  on  the  beach,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  allow  the  remainder  to  remain  in  her.  When  she  struck, 
a  portion  of  her  cargo  was  thrown  overboard. 

It  might  not  be  altogetlier  malapropos  to  stat4*  here  that  i^asks  of 
liquor  have  been  found  concealed  in  barrels  of  potatoes  and  put  up  in 
various  ways  for  smuggling.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  sutlers'  stores 
luid  a  large  quantity  ot  matter  sent  by  Adams  Expi'ess  Company  to 
Port  Royal,  whither  the  vessel  was  Itound,  and  for  which  port  she 
sailed  from  New  York  on  the  23d  of  December.     The  captain,  Thomas 
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Quinn,  aod  crew  of  tive,  and  four  pa-ssengers,  iire  now  livm^  on  shore, 
and  a  guard  of  marines  kept  over  the  vessel  aod  cargo.  I  am  only 
awaiting  favorable  weather  to  bring,  if  posnihle,  her  cargo  around  the 
point  in  lighteri*,  my  only  means  of  tran.sportation, 

(1  amj  siTj  very  respectfully,  your  obe<liont  servant, 
J,  C.  Beaumont, 
Comrimnder. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Com  T^.  South  Athntie  Blockading  Squacbron^  Port  Moyal^  S,  CI 
ZeU 


Letter  from  Bear'Admtral  Du  Pant^  U,  S.  Nmjf^to  Captain  Wlse^ 
JJ»  S.  Niam/y  regarding  general  matters,  amd  referring  to  the  Confed- 
erate steamers  Pmgal  and  JVaskmlle  {RaUlesrmke)* 

Wabash^ 
Part  Royal,  S,  C,  Janmnj  16,  1863. 
My  Deak  Wise:  I  received  your  kind  note,  with  the  drawing  and 

specitication  of  the  ingenious  machine  for  sawing  piles,  of  which  you 
six>ke  to  me  when  I  wa.s  north.  Man}"  thanks  for  both.  The  latter 
may  be  very  useful  for  burrowing  into  Charleston  or  Savannah. 

In  reference  to  the  former^  it  would  appear,  if  we  can  rely  upon 
recent  statements,  what  I  cared  as  mucn  for  and  more  than  forts 
(obstructions),  we  are  in  a  measure  behind.  The  depth  of  water,  a 
gale  or  two,  and  some  spring  tides  have  removed  the  great  mass  of 
them,  well  constructed  as  they  were— five  14-inch  timbers,  hooped 
with  iron,  with  iron  points  in  heel  to  sink  them,  then  fastened  togetner 
by  a  chain  cable  about  H)  feet  apart,  with  a  torpedo  hung  to  the 
festoons. 

They  are  still  at  work  on  the  defenses,  however,  and  the  nimiber  of 
forts  and  ^uns  is  simply  fabulous.  My  comfort  and  hope  is  that  wHth 
our  experience  and  study  of  eighteen  months  on  the  coast,  we  can 
appiv  whatever  means  are  furnished  for  the  ends  desired  about  as  well 
as  most  people. 

We  are  threatened  now  by  the  ironclatis:  The  Fingal  is  more  for- 
midable than  Mernmacl\  having  a  much  stronger  engine,  and  I  expect 
to  hear  she  has  fanned  out  the  gunboats  from  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw, 
and  got  the  Nashville  to  sea,  now  fitted  as  a  privateer.  Then  the}'  are 
at  work  deepening  Wappoo  Cut  to  let  the  Charleston  rams  on  the 
vessels  holding  Stono. 

I  commenced  last  July  writing  on  this  subject;  was  promised  the 
Ironsides^  but  Fox  does  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  and  we  have  to  take 
what  comes,  like  men,  that's  all. 

One  thing  J  must  believe,  there  is  more  patriotism  among  Southern 
mechanics  than  with  ours,  or  they  could  not,  with  their  crippled  cir- 
cumstances, turn  off  the  work  as  they  du.  The  Charleston  ironclads 
have  been  done  two  months;  they  nii.H(^ah*ulated  the  displacenient  and 
have  weak  engines,  but  thoroughly  built  of  t)  inch  iron,  heavily  armed, 
having  two  guns  less  only  than  Merrimark;  but  for  the  above  defects 
they  would  nave  cleaned  out  the  blo<*kaders  otf  Charleston  without 
trouble  long  ago. 

The  loss  of  the  Monitor  gave  us  u  ''sick  turn,"  as  Fox  calls  it;  we 
get  oui  new^s  1>y  the  rebel  pickets;  rather  tough  in  such  times,  having 
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neither  tiiaiU  nor  ^tipplj  sbi{K,  so  that  body  aod  miiid  arc  both  miffer- 
iiig.     Growl  eooQ^h  for  one  day  1  '  ' 

Yours,  mo^  sinoerelv, 

&  F.  Du  Pont. 
Captain  H.  A,  Wise,  U,  S*  Navy. 


\  iSh- 


of  Captain  Grmm^  (T.  S,  3>/ry,  ^  /  fh<  o^* 

\eny  Ma^r9he9^  to pr&vent  the  escape  *>  'hra^t  sf 

vUle  (RaUUmake). 

U.  S.  S.  Canaxdaigua, 
Of  Omahaw,  Jamtary  16^  1863. 
Sir;  I  hare  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  thi^  anchor- 1 
ige  on  the  evening  of  the  11th.  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th' 
instant,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  communications  from 
you  dated  the  18th  instant,  one  relating  to  a  coal  vessel  atjout  to  lie 
dispatched  to  supply  the  veaseLs  at  this  station,  and  the  other  to  a  ?»np* 
ply  schooner  towed  down  by  the  Water  Wiich^  and  also  your  note  of 
the  same  date. 

No  reliable  information  has  reached  me  in  regard  to  the  manner  or 
mean.s  the  re^iel^  de^iign  employing  to  rescue  the  Smkiylie.  but  1  think 
it  probable  if  an  attemot  is  made  it  will  Ik*  at  the  next  high  tide^  with 
an  ironclad  f^eamer  of  light  draft  through  the  Romerly  Murshe**, 

Our  force  in  Ossa>>aw  ii^  insutBcient,  in  my  opinion*  to  cope  with  an 
ironclad  ve8sel  that  might  lie  and  possibly  may  have  lieen  constructed^ 
ail  rumor  savN  for  the  purpose  of  navigating  through  the  mai*8hes, 
and  the  ship^s  draft  and  length  render  her  unsuitable  for  intnde  work, 
I  would  therefore  suggest  the  expediency  of  obstructing  the  passagsi 
through  the  marshes  by  sinking  thcre^  when  the  tidea  next  meet,  an 
old  hulk  loaded  with  stones.  Under  present  circumstances  the  services 
of  atiothcr  gunboat  is  very  much  needed  to  watch  the  JTashvitte  and 
guard  Adams  Creek. 

The  Nojihvtile  lays  a  little  above  the  fort  on  the  Ogeeehee,  appar- 
ently ready  for  sea. 

Very  re»pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F,  Green, 

Captain, 
Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Conidg.  South  Atluntic  Blockadin^i  Squadrmi^  Ihri  H&t^al,  &  CL 


Order  of  Bem^Admwal  Ihi  PofU^  U.  S,  Mifyy^  t^f  Captain  Gremh ' 
n.   *S\  Navy^  regardiiia  meaaures  for  preventifig  the  escape  of  the 
Confederate  steamer  ifashniUe  {Rattlemake), 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P&rt  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  January  17,  18G:L 
Sm:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  yesterday  and  in  accordance 
with  your  suggestion  that  another  gunlKuit  is  necessary  in  Ossabaw  to 
guard  the  posses  which  [the]  Na^Hhrtlh^  may  take,  I  am  sending  at  early 
daylight  the  Water  Wifeh^  with  orders  for  the  Soieca  to  i-eturn  to  her 
station  at  Ossi  haw.     The  Marble  head  w  ill  take  her  place  in  Wassaw, 
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In  f>rd*'ruig  you  off  the  bar  of  (Xssahiiw  I  wan  govi'i'ned  Uy  tho  im- 
prc^ssion  that  the  (Mmfndiamai^  iis  you  istate,  was  too  ilenp  and  long  to 
move  alKuit  to  advantage  inside  the  bar.  If,  on  examination  td'  the 
charts  and  Mr  Haffards  8  pilot  experiem-e,  jini  ean  find  a  jifocxi  K>erth 
to  lay,  it  would  be  advisable  for  you  to  move  farther  in,  for  if  the 
iVt/j</imllc  geiH  bv  the  inside  bloekadera  she  need  nut  pas.s  near  to  you, 
having  the  two  *'lmiinels.  But  I  leave  this  to  your  own  best  jftdgmeat. 
Respcetfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  pu  Pont, 
Rtur-Adfmrfd^  Cmml'g.  South  Atlantic  BlochaMng  Sqitaifnm^ 

Captain  J.  F.  Gkeen, 

.  U*  S.  S.  Ganandargim,  tSenmr  Officer  Present^  Osbc^hvw* 


Letter  from  the  Seereiarf/  of  ths  Naru  t</  liear- Admiral  Dn  Pnnt^ 
IL  A  Nwmj  trmimiuttm^i  ennmdar  ahptt^jh  ami  extract  regardijuj 
the  Confederate  steafner  NmhmU^  (Rattlmnake), 

Navy  Department,  Jamtary  17,  tSGS, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  eopy  of  a  dispateh,  dated  the  3d  instant, 
addressed  to  the  Seeretary  of  Stiite  by  the  consul  of  the  United  Stjite^i 
at  Liveqiool,  and  an  extraet  from  the  printed  slip  to  which  it  refers, 
oonccrnini;;  the  steamer  Nashinlle  in  the  Ogeechee  River. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Admiial  S.  F.  Dii  Pont, 

Oomd-y,  Stndh  Atlaniic  Bkfckadin^  Squadrim^  Port  Royal,,  S.  V, 

[Enclosofe.] 

Limrpool^  Jaumirt/  J,  186^, 
U.  S.  Consulate, 

Sir:  I  cnelose  3'ou  slips  cut  from  the  .lournal  of  C/ommerce,  of 

Liverpool,  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  steamer  JVaj<hvillt\     *     ♦    * 

The  eaitor  of  this  pajier  belongs  to  the  Southern  Club,  of  this  town, 

Mid  knows  mtich  that  has  been  done  and  is  now  doing  here  in  England. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ThOS.   IL   DUDLEV, 

Hon.  Wm.  H»  Seward, 

Secretary  of  St^ite, 

[Bubenoloinife.] 
Etmning  the  Btockadt,— Arming  of  the  Na$hvilU, 

The  celebrated  steamer  Nmhiulle  has  now  for  a  considerable  time 
been  waiting  to  run  the  hlockude  with  a  *firgo  of  cotton  at  Ogeechee 
[River.  Ossabaw]  Sound,  but  has  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  Federal  blockading  sijuadron.  From  infonnation  we 
received  yesterday,  we  learn  that  this  steamer  has  been  sold  for 
$l2tl,o<J0  to  a  company  consisting  of  several  private  merchants,  who 
have  recently  made  some  considerable  [changt*]  in  her  appearance. 
She  has  l>een  cut  down  and  her  houses  on  deck  have  been  complete) 
i-emoved.     She  has  also  l>eeu  armed  with  two  splendid  guns,  one  i 
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them  being  l«»-pounder  rifled.  She  will  only  use  the^e  guns  in  self- 
defensie,  if  attacked,  as  she  ha-s  heen'purchased  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  c-onveying  cotton  from  the  Confederate  States  to  a  British  port. 


Onier  *>/  Btar'Atlihlnil  Dh  Pi.mt^  C,  S.  Xavy^  to  Lieutencmt'Com- 
fnander  Stvtt.  C  <S.  Xary^  o/inmamUng  C  S.  S.  Jftirblehead. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Bj^rf  Rtyyal  Harh.^r.  S.  C,  January  JS,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  T.  S.  S.  MofMehead  under  your 
command  to  Was«aw  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander 
Reed  Werden,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Om^rtiaugh, 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant -Commander  R.  W.  Scott, 

U.  S.  S.  Marhlehead. 


Df^iftnu'tii>n  oftht  Omfeder^iU  HU*imt>r  Tn>pic  (formerly  Huntress)^  off 
Chanestm^  *S.  C  January  18^  18SS. 

Btport  of  BMr-Admirsl  Ihi  Ftat  V.  a  Vsvy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
B>rt  Hoyal  Uarhtyr^  S.  C  January  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  had  not  time  by  the  last  mail  to  give  any  particulars  of  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  steamer  Trvpit\  formerly  the  Huntress^  of 
Charleston. 

On  the  momincf  of  the  l>^th  instant,  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  an  alarm 
was  given  from  the  south  side  of  the  blockade:  soon  after  a  bri^t  light 
was  seen  to  the  Si>uthward,  and  the  Quaker  City^  Commander  Frailey, 
immediately  steamed  to  the  spot  and  found  the  steamer  in  flames,  but 
whether  she  was  tired  intentionally  or  not  does  not  vet  appear. 

Commander  Frailey  at  once  soutrht  to  pick  up  the  passengers  and 
crew,  who  had  taken  to  their  boats,  but  before  being  taken  on  board 
the  Q^uiker  t  VV//,  thev  manageii  to  destroy  most  of  their  papers;  some, 
however,  were  found,  which  are  herewith  transmitted  (marked  No.  1). 

One  of  the  passentrers,  a  Mr.  Vernon,  is  an  Englishman,  and  was  at 
the  time  prov^^edin^r  to  Europe  to  carrv  out  a  contract  with  the  rebel 
Secretary  of  War  to  supplv  the  Confederate  Government  with  medi> 
cines,  clothintj,  arms,  powder,  etc. :  this  contract  is  among  the  papers. 
Another  j>ersonair^».  Mr.  T.  Steers,  was  apparently  engagra  in  the  same 
business:  he  says  he  is  from  Pennsylvania.  Most  of  me  oflScers  are 
citizens  of  the  Southern  States,  and,  by  the  shipping  articles,  most  of 
the  crew,  but  how  far  this  is  si.^  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

I  have  transferred  to  the  0'nih<<nui  the  captain,  passenrors,  and  six- 
teen of  hercrew.directintjActinir  Volunteer  Lieutenant  &ton  to  eom- 
nunru'ate  with  Roar- Admiral  PauUiinir  as  to  their  disposition.  The 
sei\>nd  mate  i  Black),  the  Nassau  pilot  (Spatches),  the  paymaster  (Bee- 
son),  and  Johnson,  the  Charleston  pilot,  and  four  of  the  crew,  go  north 
in  the  Htfiftle^. 
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hv  lH»j)arhHt'ni  to  give  tbt>  iircessary  order?^  to  Rear- 
lioiT  befyit!  the  Circasi<nfu  and  Iio^tlem  arrive  at  New 


Mia 
Admiral  rsuildit 
Yorkf 

I  enclose  herewith  (marked  No.  ii)  a  liyt  of  the  officers,  pn>ise utters, 
and  crew,  with  their  plaees  of  nativity,  forwarded  to  me  by  Captjiin 
Godoii,  adding,  however*  that  this  list  differs  on  the  latter  point  from 
t  h  1^  s  h  I  pp  i  ng  a  rt  i  el  en. 

II  oalt  attention  to  Mr,  Johnson,  a  Charleston  |)ilot,  who  ha'^  run  in 
vessels  on  the  eoast  lie  fore. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S,  R  Du  Pont, 
Rewr- Admiral^  CmndAj.  South  Atlmdie  Blockadmg  Sjuadrofi, 


Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Sccrtiary  of  the  JVfiiu/^  Wtuhingtmi^  D,  Cm 


u 


B«pOTt  of  Gaplain  Oodon,  U.  B.  Havji  lemor  offleer  off  Ckarlettoxi,  S.   Cm  commft&diuf 

U.  8«  8.  Fowlmtaii. 


I 


U,  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Of  Chade^tmi,  Jitnuary  IH.  ISGd, 

Sib:  This  morning,  between  Z  and  4  oVloek,  signal  rockets  and  a 
gun  from  the  south  section  of  the  bUx-kade  gave  an  alarm;  the  night 
modenitcly  dark.  Shortly  after  a  bright  light  to  the  southward  indi- 
cated a  fire,  and  the  Qtmker  City^  Commander  Fniiley,  steamed  to  the 
spot  and  found  the  steamer  Iroj/ic^  formerly  the  Iluntrei!^,  of  Char- 
leston, in  ffames.  This  vessel  m  attempting  to  break  the  blockade, 
loaded  with  820  bales  of  cotton  and  a  quantity  of  turpentine,  had 
til  ken  lire  and  was  rapidly  burning  to  the  water's  edge, 

Comiiumder  Frailey  at  once  sought  to  pick  up  the  passengei^  and 
crew,  who  had  taken  to  their  boat*^,  and  wuom,  on  finding  themselvcH 
rescued  by  us,  at  once  threw  overboard  all  the  papers  they  had 
secured  but  such  as  related  to  their  own  matters.  These  papers  I 
send  you. 

You  will  find  that  Mr.  Vernon  is  engaged  in  supplying  the  rebel- 
lionists  with  all  sorts  of  military  matters;  has  an  engatrcment  to  fur- 
nish the  rel:H:4  (government  with  engines  and  steam  IxjiTcrs,  and  in  all 
ways  diligently  eraploved  in  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemies  of  our 
Government.  His  letters  to  and  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Navy 
and  War  are  distinct  on  this  point  A  Mr.  T.  Steers  is  also  engaged 
in  the  same  way. 

Some  of  the  papers  give  some  useful  and  curious  information,  and 
I  have  filetl  thvtu  so  as  to  be  convenient  for  you  to  look  over. 

I  ht>pe  if  there  are  means  of  preventing  damage  being  done  to  our 
cause  by  such  agents,  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
tb<»ir  cases.     The  pilot,  Johnston,  or  Johnson,  should  be  cared  for. 

About  the  time  the  Tropic  was  endeavoring  to  evade  the  KI(X'kade 
outward  another  steamer  attempted  to  pass  in.  Her  entrance  was 
lire  vented,  although  she  escaped  in  the  darkness,  and  probably  had 
Commander  Frailey  disregardecl  the  calls  of  humanity  to  save  the 
crew  of  the  burning  delimioent,  he  might  have  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  second  offender,  who,  of  coui*se,  did  not  stop  to  help  his  fellow 
blockade  breaker,  tJthough  given  to  the  flames. 


mm^^Off 


^BmH  of  gif  litibirwf  Ipu  Pkmi.  U.  & 

regordimf  the  perfsfmrnmo^  o/iie  Ui  &  Si  JKm  Ammdm. 


irom  Hamptoii  Bends  to  tlib 


Bovr, 


L 


Flaoshtf  Wabash^ 
Ihri  Bo^  HoAh^.  S.  a,  Jmmny  W^  I86S. 
9cb:  I  hmwe  tbe  booor  to  repoit  to  the  E^raaitzneDl  tlie  arriral 
m  the  ISIb  m^taiil  of  the  U.  S.  fltaUMO  Jlem  JnmaiimwaA  A% 
ftl0o  the  arrival  oti  the  imh  of  the  U*  a  sleuiefs  J^vm  .ii^  t 

EodcMd  (Dttiked  No.  1h  » the  re^mt  of  Oftglaiii  T.  'Dinier  report- 
10^  tbe  paawige  of  tbe  3^ 
port, 

Verf  legpectfoUv.  Tour  obedjeat  semuiiy 

&  F.  DtJ 
SMt-AAniml^  Camd^.  &mik  AikMmiie  Blockading 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

SecrtiarifoftheSavy,  WmkmgUm^  D^  C. 

Stkam  Fbiqate  New  Ibdnsides, 

Porf  ^ay^/,  January  19^  IS6S, 

Admiral:  On  my  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads,  after  my  seoond 
ikige  Uj  that  place  from  Philadelphia^  the  honorable  Secretary  add; 
me  a  letter  expressive  of  bis  surprise  that  I  had  not  reported  the 
behavior  and  performance  of  this  ship  on  her  passage  around;  he  will 
doubtless  expect  a  report  from  me  on  the  subject  in  my  passage  to  this 
plac^e.     I  have  the  honor  to  make  it  to  you, 

1  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  lltb  instant  with  fine  weather  and  a 
N.  W.  wind,  wbicb  I  held  until  about  50  mile^  to  tbe  southward  of  Cape 
1  latteraH,  when  the  wind  hauled  to  the  S.  W.,  increasing  tc  a  smart  gale 
with  a  very  rough,  short  sea.  I  sent  down  lower  and  topsail  yards  and, 
Hteamed  against  it  ^ith  very  poor  progress,  the  ship  bcmg  able,  unde 
those  circumstances,  barely  to  hold  her  own 

I  adhere  to  all  the  opinions  I  expressed  in  regard  to  her  capacity  as 
u  seahoat  in  my  communication  to  niin  of  October  5, 1862.  Away  from 
land,  where  I  could  use  her  fore-and-aft  sails,  assisted  by  the  propel- 
ln\  1  consider  her  safe  and  seaworthy  iu  any  gale,  but  if  it  became 


n 
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b 


neres8iiry  to  rarry  her  diiectly  otf  a  ItM^  ^horc  against  a  heavy  sra  and 
high  wind  ahv  is  iinaide  to  do  it  with  her  present  steuin  power,  and 
iiothitig  could  save  Iier  Init  her  anchors.  In-st^ead  (jf  earrving  ►sixteen 
days'  couL  Im ruing  daily  *2t}  tons,  as  was  sup|Kised,  she  hums  nearly 
40  tons  a  day,  and  carries,  all  fulK  only  ten  days'*  eual;  eonsequently  I 


should 


sider  it  unsafe  U 


\d  hi'V  to 


that  would 


on  any  passag 
require  inui'e  than  four  or  tive  days  to  perfunn  it,  unless  accompanied 
by  a  steal ner  that  would  l>e  able  to  give  her  assistance  in  ease  she 
should  need  it,  which  would  lie  the  case  if  she  were  met  by  a  succes- 
sion of  adverse  gales. 

Aft4iM'  the  gale  from  8.  W*,  of  which  1  have  spoken,  the  wind  hauled 
again  U*  the  N.  W.,  and  carrying  courses  and  topgallant  sails  she  pro- 
gressed at  the  rate  of  about  tJi  knots,  never  being  aide  to  exceed  that 
with  steam  and  sails  combined. 

I  reached  here  and  anchored  inside  the  light-ship  at  9  o'clock  p,  Dfi. 
on  the  evening  of  the  JlTth,  having  then  only  7^  tons  of  coal  on  board, 
having  niade  the  passage  in  six  days  and  tive  hours. 

Had  I  a^in  encountered  a  heavy  adverse  gale  at  this  end  of  the  pas- 
sage her  situation  for  want  of  coal  would  have  been  very  critical. 

Her  niutions,  r*dling,  and  pitching  in  a  seaway,  are  as  easy  as  any 
:ship  I  ever  Siiiled  in;  indeed,  I  may  suy  that  they  are  even  gmceful  and 
playful,  so  buoyant  is  she,  and  taking  in  as  little  water  as  any  frigate 
m  service.  Were  her  steam  iK)wer  greater  and  her  caimcity  t*>  carry 
coal  increased  I  should  consider  hei*  as  safe  a  %'essel  at  sea  as  I  could 
desire  to  Ik>  on  hoard  of;  I  should  have  no  fear  of  anything  l>ut  a 
direct  lee  shore.  Her  drift  in  a  seaway,  ahead  *>r  alteam,  is  necessa- 
rily, from  the  formation  of  her  hull,  very  great. 

My  last  passage  verilied  all  the  favorable  opinions  I  had  expressed 
in  relation  to  hersteemge.  As  I  had  no  opportunity  of  scudding  her, 
1  can  as  yet  express  no  opinion  ujkhi  that  snltjeet.  When  steaming 
against  a  head  sea  she  comes  down  with  great  violence  upon  ber  coun- 
ters as  the  se^  catches  her  there,  whilst  forward  she  is  buoyant  and 
vising. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rear-Admii-al  S»  F.  Du  Pont, 

(hmrnimdlnij  South  Atl<intiv  Hl^^kuding  Sqv-adrofu 


Order  of  Rmr- Admiral  Greg€rry^  l\-S.  Ifavy^  to  Chief  Mtwifieer  HMe^ 

IK  S,  Ntrrt/^  to  ffu^/erintend  thf^  ira/i^tj/f/rtatiaii  from  Jytne  York  to 
^P(frt  Hof/ti)^  X  (\,  of  raftm  imd  nlulh. 

New  Yobk,  Janmtnj  20,  1S6S. 

Sm:  You  will  accompany  the  nifts  and  shells^  etc.,  t^  Port  Royal, 
S,  C,  in  the  steunier  Aric^Mtm,  which  has  Ijcen  chartered  to  tow  the 
foniu'r  and  <*arry  the  latter. 

You  will  consider  the  w  hole  as  under  your  especial  charge  from  the 
time  they  leaxe  this  port  until  the  arrival  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers. 

Ai'ting  Lieutenant  Faucon,  U.  S.  Navy,  has  been  directed  to  assumf 
the  charge  of  tlieir  transportation  to  Port  Royal,  and  to  deliver  the] 
to  Rear-Adminil   Du  Pont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockadin 
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Squadron,  to  whom  you  will  al.so  reDort  yourself  as  the  officer  having 
chart^e  ot  Iheui  and  uivderstandin^  thoir  ii^e. 

If,  during  their  passage,  you  ohHervc  thnt  the  rafts  or  any  part  of 
the  cargo  is  receiving  any  injuries  that  will  uiilitate  a^inst  their  sue* 
ees.sful  operation  when  put  to  use*,  you  will  represent  it  to  Lieutenant 
Fan  con,  that  ho  may,  if  possible,  eorrect  the  eviL 

You  will  tiike  with  you  four  »hip  carpenters  and  four  machiuii^t^, 
selected  from  those  wlio  have  been  employed  in  the  construction  of  the 
rafts  and  feshelln,  with  the  view^  to  their  eniployment  when  they  are  put 
to  use,  one  of  each  to  each  nift,  and  you  wdl  so  instruct  the.se  men  that 
they  would  he  enabled  to  go  on,  prepare  and  apply  the  i^hells  in  case 
of  accident  to  the  ofhcers  having  toeni  in  charge. 

It  is  expe<'te<l  that  the  £rfCfSson  w^ill  remain  as  a  atoreship  of  the 
shells,  etc.,  and  a  home  for  your  party  until  they  have  been  used. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  the  ErieMon^  which 
may,  pt^rhaps,  be  of  use  to  you  in  caae  of  dispute. 
I  am,  rcsipectfully,  your  oljedieut  servant, 

y.  H*  GRfiGORr, 
Jiear-yU/rmrul^  St^permtendin^, 

_^  Chief  Engineer  E.  D.  Hobie^  U,  S.  Navy, 
'  New  York. 

'Reported  at  Port  Royal,  February  17,  1863. 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Hear-Adm  iniL 


Ordf-r  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pmd^  LL  S,  Xmnf^  to  Cmnmarhder  Worde^i^ 
U,  *S.  3vrt»^,  vommandina  IL  S,  S^  Montauk\  pr^moning  operatmnA 
for  tfie  destrmtimh  of  me   CoTifederate  stsami^  Nashville  {liatUe- 
muke), 

Plauship  Wabash, 

Pf^ri  Roy4d  JfarJmr,  8.  6V,  Jmmaty  20,  1863, 

Smi  The  tempestuous  w^mther  would  render  it  improper  to  expose 
the  Jffmfaid'  at  sea  again  until  there  has  been  some  change.  At  thiB 
moment  !ui  inside  l>loekadiug  force  is  holding  Ossalmw^  Inlet,  eoa^t  of 
tieoi^gia,  I  onsisting  of  two  regular  Xl-inch  gunboats,  with  the  Dawn 
and  a  mortsir  vessel.  The  Vanandu!g*fa^  a  formidame  ship,  is  also 
lying  off  ihi^  l)ar.  The  Nmhmlle  is  up  the  Great  Ogeex^hee,  having 
heen  fitted  as  a  privateer,  and  la  lying  under  a  five  or  seven-gun  battery, 
waiting  to  run  to  sea. 

We  have  report  that  the  Fln^^al  (now  called  the  Atlanta)^  ^n  iron- 
ckd,  will  attempt  to  aid  the  NiwlivUle  in  escaping. 

As  the  most  important  operations  on  this  coast  miist  be  delayed 
until  other  vessels  arrive,  and  until  those  now  here  can  be  made  ready, 
it  8trikes  me  a  Mn^y  important  and  handsome  thing  may  be  done  by 
capturing  this  fort  on  ttie  Ogeeehee  and  in  destroymg  the  NashviUi, 
and,  should  matters  go  well,  in  burning  the  railroad  bridge  which  the 
gunboati*  can  lay  alongside  of. 

W^ill  yon  please,  then,  get  ready  for  this  service  with  the  least  delay 
possible?  PUots  will  be  provided,  and  if  the  Cmmndm^ua  remains 
outfc*ide,  the  gunboats  will  be  necessarily  under  your  orders  as  senior 
officer. 
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shall  i*ee  3^ou  nij&elf  before  you  leave,  wben  fintber  tlotjul.s  will  be 
arranged. 

'Respectfully,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Dtr  Pont, 

Hear-AdfrimiL 
Ccmnimiider  J.  L,  Worden, 

(7.  &\  S,  Wmtauk,  Port  HmjaL 


Heport  of  Commander  Duncan^  U,  S,  Na^*t^^  Tegardlng  affairs  in  St* 
JohfCa  River ^  trmmmittifig  additional  rept/rt. 

U,  S.  S.  NoBwicii, 
St.  John's  River^  J^^lorlda^  Jammn/  ^U  ISfJ:). 

Sir:  I  bave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  per  steamer  Bthh  of  dis- 
patches for  this  ve8sel  and  the  Uncm,  ancf  as  the  Bihb  leaven  to-nion-ow 
for  Port  Royal,  I  send  by  her  a  (blind)  white  refugee,  named  Jackson, 
who  was  sent  on  board  of  thi.*^  vessel  last  Sunday  under  a  flat^  r>f  truce 
fi'om  tbieksonville,  by  Colonel  Blrieofan,  and  as  Mr,  Jackson  is  very 
desirous  of  ^oing  north,  he  being' a  Northern  man,  I  send  him  to  Port 
Royal     1  also  send  you  Colonel  Finegan's  letter. 

I  send  the  steamer  [htcas  up  the  river  every  day  to  reconnoit^er  and 
believe  the  river  to  be  free  from  rebels,  as  ^fie  sees  but  few  of  them. 
Mr,  Jackson  ga\^e  me  some  importtint  information  in  regtird  to  a  rebel 
man  of  war  mounting  ei^ht  e^uns,  on  the  Cattiihoochce  River;  also  of 
the  steamer  Cuha^  loaded  witS  cotton,  on  the  Suwanee  River,  and  as 
the  light-house  schooner  was  going  to  Key  West,  I  sent  a  letter  w  ith 
all  the  information  foi'nishea  me  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  Rear- Admiral 
Bailey, 

00  Sunday  last  two  refugees,  named  Jacob  Gillespie  and  John  Con- 
nor, went  over  to  Mayport  Mills  for  the  purpose  of  hshing,  as  was 
supposed,  but  without* my  peniVi-'^ion^  and  have  not  been  heard  from 
since.  Their  families  reside  about  20  miles  from  Jacksonville,  They 
have  been  waiting  some  time  here  in  hopes  of  getting  them,  but  as  we 
had  no  op|>ortunity  we  could  not  do  it. 

1  regret  to  report  a  sad  accident  occurred  on  board  c^f  the  steamer 
Unra,'<  to-day  wnile  on  her  way  up  the  river,  whereby  Acting  Ensign 
William  L.  Pavy  %vas  seriously  wounded  while  in  the  act  of  tiring  the 
rifled  Parrott  gun  at  some  pickets  at  Cedar  Creek.  The  gun  burst  and 
shattered  bis  left  arai  so  badly  that  amputation  was  necessary.  The 
doctors  have  advised  nie  to  send  him  to  Port  Royal,  which  1  shall, 
to-morrow^  morning,  in  the  steamer  Bihh, 

The  gun  burst,  tliowing  the  whole  main  body  and  half  of  the  ring 
^  overboard,  the  cascabel,  half  of  the  ring,  and  the  muzzle  from  the  trun- 
nions out  remaining  on  board;  the  ciirriage  is  unfit  for  further  use, 
and  the  only  wonder  is  that  all  of  the  gun's  crew  were  not  killed.  I 
enclose  Captain  Watson's  report  of  the  accident.  If  it  is  [Kissitjle,  1 
w^ould  like  to  have  a  30-{x>iinder  sent  down  to  replace  the  other,  as  it 
is  the  most  useful  gun  we  have,  going  up  and  down  the  river. 

As  there  is  but  one  officer  left  on  board  of  the  (fnau^  1  have 
ordered  Acting  Master's  Mate  George  M.  Smith,  of  this  vessel,  to  her 
on  tempo niry  service,  until  I  hear  from  you. 

I  have  one  white  family  residing  here  at  Pilot  Town,  and  will  send 
them  to  Fernandina  the  tirst  opportunity. 


9TH  AThAlSTlC  BXO€£JU>IKO   SQUABBOH* 


I  tkittk  the  Cueas  strained  berself  %'erT  tDQcfa  while  ashore  in  Niuaiti 
Rirfr*  mn4  it  ^i\l  not  be  ^fe  to  e$enJ  her  to  t^i^  in  bad  weather  in  her 
preseol  coodttiofi. 

Very  teefiectfullj,  jour  obedient  aervaiit. 

Senior  f'^fict-r  /V«tr»/. 
-Adraind  S.  F.  Dti  Pont, 
Comdg*  &futh  Atl4inttc  Blockading  Squadron^  I^fri  So^is,  «S1  C 

HELAtXiLARTKHS   DliJTHICT   EaST   Fli3RlI>A, 

Lak€  City^  January  IJ^  ISCS, 
Sie:  I  9tnd  jou  a  flag  of  truce  in  char]^  of  an  officer  of  my  ix»tD< 
laad,  to  carry  to  you  an  afflicted  person  who  desired  to  return*  to  tbe 
L^ntled  StatcM. 

Tbe  officer  in  charge  of  tbe  flag  bears  with  him  sovae  open  letters 
from  persons  within  oar  limits  to  their  frienck  in  the  United  States 
who  oesire  them  forwarded- 

It  ban  been  my  practice  to  forward  letters  from  pefBOtis  in  the 
United  State**  to  their  friends  in  the  Confedurate  StalesB  when  then? 
wan  nothi 1 1  •  '  ionable  in  them.     The  ^^ame  courtesy  is  desired  from 

you  to  our 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rejspectf ullv.  your  obedient  serMant, 

Joseph  Fixegan, 
Brigadiet- General^  €hmma9iding  I^istricL 

CViM3iAXDiKo  Officer  of   V\  S,  GtrKBOAT  in  St.  •lonx^s  Bn'KB, 
East  Fu)iin>A. 


U*  S-  S,  Uncas, 
St  Johnu  River^  Flm^'da^  January  W.  186S. 
Sib:  I  have  lo  report  that  on  my  return  from  a  reconnoif^^ance  to 
JackiionriUe,  while  enga«^ed  .shelling  tbe  enemy's  picket  near  Trout 
Creek,  the  explosion  of  my  20-poimder  Parrott  rifle,  after  tii^nj^  the 
fifth  round,  wounding  William  L.  Pavy,  acting  ensign,  breaking  hij* 
left  arm  below  the  elbow  (since  amputated)  and  severely  bruising  two 
of  the  ffun's  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  serv  ant, 

VVm.    UaTSOKj 
Acting  Master^  Onnmunding. 
J,  M*  Duncan,  ^  ^ 

Commander  mid  Senior  Offio&r^  St  JohfVB  Jtiver^  J^i 


Order  of  Captain 

v:  S. 


Green  ^  U.  S.  Navy.^  to  Lietdetiant*  Commander 
Gibson,  IK  S.  3vj?»y,  regarding  statiom  of  vess^^  guanfitu/  th 
uimmer  NaJthmll^  {Rattlesnake* 

U*  S.  S.  Canaxdaigua, 
Off  Omihmc  Bar^  January  BI^  1S6S. 
Sis:  You  will  l>e  pleased  to  station  the  vessels  composing  the  na\*al 
force  in  Ossabaw  Bar  as  follows: 

The  Senecfi  and  IVi^mAickon^  in  the  Ogeechee  in  a  depth  of  water 
that  will  not  admit  of  the  ya^hmii-e  approaching  them  for  the  purpose 
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of  ninnSn*^'^  tliein  down,  and  iu  the  bct>t  jKisition  to  iiiterct^pt  that  vessel 
hhiiutd  sIh'  jitlt^iupt  til  pro^t^ed  to  sen. 

The  iMitft^  lit  the*  junction  of  the  Little  Ogeechee  and  Vernon  riv- 
ers to  prevent  siipplieH  reiiehhig  the  Att^hvilh^  hy  the  way  of  Komerly 
River. 

The  schooner  (\  l\  WiUiams^  at  the  outlet  of  Adams?  Creek  into  tJie 
bay  as  a  picket  to  give  yoo  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  any  vessel 
through  the  Romerly  Marshen. 

The  Dawfi  and  schooner  should  send  boats  daily  on  reconnoiteritig 
dutv,  particularly  the  latter,  at  or  near  higli  water. 

Should  an  ironclad  vessel  come  through  the  marshes,  ^she  should  l>e 
met  with  all  your  forces^  excepting  one  vessel  to  kK)k  after  the  A^im/i- 
mih  at  the  mouth  of  Adams  Creek^  and  force  it  aground  if  pi*actic*ible. 
Verj^  respectfully,  j^our  obedieut  servant, 

J.  F.  Gkeen, 

Captmiu 
Lieutenant -Ojuuiiander  Wm.  Gibson, 

Vumfuandlmj  l\  S,  G^unboat  Seneca. 


etterjrom  Brigadier- Geii4Tal  SawUm^  U,  S,  Army ^  to  Hear- Admiral 
Du  Pmitn,  If,  S,  Naiyy^  requ^Min^  cooperaiian, 

Beaufort,  S.  C.  ,  January  Sl^  1S6S, 
Mr  Dear  Sir:  I  am  about  to  send  an  expedition  to  the  Satilla  and 

St,  Mary'8  rivers,  Georgia. 

If  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
I'ure  the  cooperation  of  the  oava!  commanders  on  those  stations. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Saxton, 
Brigadier-  General, 
Admiral  Du  Pont, 


r  of  Hear- Admiral  Du  Pmit^  U,  S,  jVavyy  to  Command*T  Steed  ma  n^ 
?•  iVcfi^^t  ^^  cooperate  with  Brigadier'  General  Suuftiau  l^*  S.  Army, 

* 
Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Poyal  Ifarhin\  S,  C.,  January  21^  ISGS, 
Sir:  General  Saxton  ha^s  applied  to  me  for  naval  coopemtion  in  au 
expedition  he  is  fitting  out  for  various  purpose^s. 

i_    Whatever  assistance  you  can  afford  him  through  any  of  the  smaller 
B«8els  (not  inconsistent  with  their  present  duties,  and  in  accortlanee 
Nvith  uiv  genend  orders  in  reference  to  private  property,  unless  used 
for  military  purix)8es  by  the  rebels)  you  can  give. 
^K  Respectfully,  etc., 

■  S.  F.  Do  Pont, 

^V  Bea^-Adinirat 

^H  Commander  Ciixs.  Steedman, 
^H  K  S*  S,  Paul  JoTies^  St,  Simon?8, 


.VJ4  ^'rTH    ATLASnr    BLiiCKADC»  dWAlMUV. 

#...  /-,-.      -  -i.  «"i -•  Kt:»nii»  h»j  r'fw  C  >.  >.  fm*tirpi^0»ffC%mi*:9t(m^ 

N...  :^>/  FiAf^HTP  Wabash, 

""•ik:  By  :h>^  ^<  cuiil  I  hdAi  ^^nly  cime  Co  inform  the  Department  of 
tht^-  i-ipcur*-  'I't  chtr  r^'n^l  srn!i>«'Qer  Eti*e*in.  off  dMuiestoo. 

.'^fhtr  ^i-  ZiUL^^n  \v  the  '.*n-i'ni,  Lieateiumc-C'ommAiider  William  D. 
Whiting.  '.'Q  th*^  ni^t  ijf  the  ±1^  iii;?€uit.  attempCiag  lo  paas  oat  by  the 
SwAsrh  CbinntrL  LieQLdnaat-Ct>mmaaider  Whitnie  allowed  her  to 
appnjach  neiir  ^raoc^  to  pn*vent  her  reCom  and  Ifaeo  steamed  in 
cLkre.  ( .h::  LM.Qiin;^  wichin  clotse  range  he  tired  a  shoC  whiclu  striking 
on  her  p«>rt  'n«^w.  maftie  her  heave  to.  The  sdiooner  has  been  sur- 
vey eti  and  «'t  QJemaed  a:^  cmiit  to  go  north.  Her  carvo,  said  to  con^iist 
of ''*".«  btkle>  of  «.^ >tton.  will  be  transghipped  to  the  beer  schooner  Simp- 
^".  an'i  ?ent  '^hii'rtiv  to  Xew  York. 

The  master,  A.  0.  Stone  of  Charleston,  will  go  north  in  the  Simpson, 

The  rest  .>f  the  crew,  viz.  Walter  Stiner.  John  Dav,  Charles  I^le, 

Andrew  Ja«?k.^>n.  and  George  Canningfaanu  I  have  transferred  to  the 

ir;/r/    ir;.>'/e.  directing  her  commander.  Lieatenant-Commander  Pen- 

dergrast.  to  report  to  ue  commandant  of  the  New  York  yard  as  to  their 

Will  the  Department  give  the  nece^ssary  orders  to  Bear-Admiral 
Paalding !     Her  papers  will  be  forwarded  \o  the  United  States  prize 
commi.«vsioner*.     They  ?how  her  to  be  a  rebel  v^seL 
Verv  respectful! V.  vour  obedient  servant, 

S-  F.  Dr  PbsT, 
R-i^r-A'I  ->:,'.  f  ■"'.  fV-   N"'-*  Atf^intie  Biodkading  Sguadron. 
Hon.  GiDEi^N  Welles, 


X«port  of  Captain  Godoa.  U.  &  Vavy.  tammmmiiM^  H.  %.  %. 


U.    S.    S.    POWHATAX, 

fJTT  CfiK2rff:*t<m,  January  S2^  186S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  la>t  night  about  10  o'clock  the 
>?fhooner  Eti*r,n\.  in  enieavonnsr  to  pas*  out  of  Charleston  Harbor 
through  Math tt'»  Channel,  was  brought  to  and  captured  by  the  Ottawa^ 
LiHaienant-<_'onmiander  Whitinir. 

The  Of*' no  I  put  a  -hot  throucrh  the  scbx^ner's  bow,  but  even  without 
that  dainajre  -he  would  not  Ix^  seaworthy  to  send  north  at  this  season. 
I  therefon^  viit  ht-r  to  Port  Royal  for  your  action. 

Her  i-urjro.  a-  rH|)orted  by  the  master,  A.  O.  Stone,  consists  of  99 
hale-  of  rottoii  and  a  f»w  barrels  of  turpentine  and  resin.  The  only 
bill  of  ladin>^  found  on  Inxird.  however,  calls  for  but  91. 

1  enrlose  herewith  ih»^  ve->er>  papers,  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Adderly 
&  Co.,  of  Na->iiu,  New  Providence,  with  bill  of  lading  from  shipper^ 
and  report  of  capture  from  Lieutenant -Commander  Whiting,  to  the 
judge  of  the  court  of  the  district  to  which  you  may  see  fit  to  order  the 
cargo  of  the  Etiicau  sent. 
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The  prize  crew  consists  of  one  officer,  an  acting  master's  mate,  and 
four  men  fruiii  tlio  Ottfttra^  which  vessel,  not  bein^over  manned,  will 
miss  this  portion  of  her  c^row  till  returned  to  hei\ 

1  sliiill  bring  the  master  and  crew  of  the  st^hoorier  to  Port  Royal  in 
this  ship  when  the  size  of  the  moon  will  permit  me  to  hi^ave  here. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  S.  W.  GoDON, 

^B  Captain  and  8eni</r  Officer  PresmiL 

H^   Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

^B  Comdg.  South  Ailuntic  Blovkadlng  Squudmn^  Port  RmjaL 

P.  S»— The  master's  mate,  Dmion,  who  goes  as  prize  master  of  the 
Etiwan^  could  give  sworn  testimony  lj<5iore  returniug  here,  as  ho 
lioarded  the  schooner. 

The  accounts  of  the  crew^  are  not  sent  wnth  them,  as  I  presume  they 
will  be  returned  as  soou  s^  the  vessel  has  been  disposed  of  in  Port 
Koyal 

I  am,  sir,  etc,, 

8.    W.    GODON, 

Oaptmn  and  Senmr  Officer  IVesrnL 


I 


P,  S.— A.  O.  Stone,  the  master  of  the  Etlwany  \s  an  old  offender, 

having  been  captured   once  before.  Has  spent  some   time  in  Fort 

I  Lafayette, 
The  enclosed  copy  of  report  of  Ctujtain  Whiting   1  send  without 

comment  in  relation  to  Iloi/mfrm/v.  I  may  have  occasion  to  refer  to 
it  after  hearing  from  Captain  Taylor. 

t                                                 "  S.  W,  G. 


Report  of  Lienteuant-Commandar  Wliitiiig,  U,  8,  Navy^  oommandtng  U«  8.  8.  Ottawa. 


U*  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Of  CharhMon  Bm\  January  22,  186S, 

8tk:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  at  about  10 ;  40  p.  m., 
while  at  anchor  off  the  Swa.sh  Channel,  a  schooner  was  made  standing 
out  between  us  and  the  bar. 

Being  in  readiness  to  slip^  J  allowed  her  to  approach  so  as  to  draw 
her  out  frcjm  the  channel  wav.  When  underway  I  steamed  toward 
her,  cutting  off  the  retreat  wliich  was  attempted.  She  was  brought 
to  with  a  shot  from  the  20-pounder  Parrott,  which  struck  in  the  poi*t 
bow.  bursting  and  doing  some  damage. 

On  boarding  she  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Jtthran,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C,  just  out  from  there.  The  master,  A.  O.  Stone,  reix>rt8  the 
Ciirgo  to  be  i***  bales  of  cotton  and  2  barrels  of  resin.  She  hai*  a  crew 
of  five  men.  I  enclose  a  report  to  the  district  judge,  with  the  papers 
found  on  board, 

I  would  respectfully  report  that  while  in  cha.se  of  the  Etrwav  and 
nearing  her  the  Ilofmftftn/i-  tired  across  our  bows,  I  suppose  intended 
for  the  schooner.  I  scut  up  a  rocket  and  showed  the  red  light  on  the 
side  toward  her.  A  second  shot  was  tired  from  h«*r  about  the  time 
ur  shot  was  tired  at  the  schooner,  which  passed  over  our  mastheads. 
-  iiumediately  hoisted  the  running  nipht  signal  lights,  A  few  minutes 
after,  while  lowering  a  l>oat  to  board  the  prize,  a  third  sliot  wii*^  i\t<^4 
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from  the  Jfmmttonuu  which  passed  directly  over  the  quaner-deck^ 
abaft  the  mainmast.     A  hhie  light  Wii8  then  burned  to  show  the  posi- 
tion of  the  vessels,  tinding  that  the  regular  running  lighta  were  not 
sufficient. 

At  the  time  we  were  fired  upon  the  Ptnrhntan  and  Quaker  dfy  were 
visible  with  the  glaa^^  in  their  stationi?  and  the  //otwo^wiw; distinct  with 
the  nuked  eye.  i 

It  is  to  l)e  supposed  that  our  identity  was  not  sufficiently  marked  to j 
protect  us  from  the  tire  of  a  blockading  vessel,  which  I  hardly  iu'edj 
add  might  have  proved  exceedingly  disastrous;  but  as  I  employ^ed  all 
the  preconcerted  signals,  I  could  do  no  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  I>.  Whitino, 
LmdenmU-  Commander. 
Captain  S.  W.  (Iodox, 

U.  S*  S.  P(mhatan^  Senior  Officer  PreSiniL 


Utjviwntmmfuie  in  Stfmi^  River  to  Wmmot}  Creek ^  South  Carolina^  bg  \ 
boat /mm  U*  S.  S*  Comftwiivre  MeUonmigh^  January  21^  IS$^, 

Report  of  LltnteiiAiit-Coimasjider  Bmoon,  U.  S.  If  atj. 

U,  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonouoh, 
Stono  Inht^  SojUh  (Jarolhm.,  Jannury  ^6j  IS63, 
Sir:  1  respectfylly  state  that  on  the  evening  of  the  2l3t  I  sent  the 
dingey  with  four  men  and  Acting  Ensign  Whitman  Cha^ne,  of  the 
Isam'Sj/rifJu^^^^  Acting  Master's  Mate  Daniel  0.  Hallctt,  of  this  ship, 
up  Stono  River  on  a  reconnois.^nce.  The  object  of  the  reconnoissance 
was  to  discover  w  hether  the  enemy  hud  plueed  any  obstruction  in  the 
rivei\  to  sound  across  the  mouth  of  Wappoo  Creek,  and  to  discover 
whether  any  new  fortitiejitions  or  batteries  had  been  thrown  up.  They 
passed  by  Fort  Pemberton,  went  up  Wappoo  Cre^k,  sounded  and 
found  3  feet  of  water  on  the  }>ar,  it  being  two  hours  before  low  water. 
No  obstructions  were  found  in  the  river  from  the  inlet  to  the  creek. 
No  vessels  of  any  kind  were  discovered  except  a  small  canal  boat  on 
the  west  side  of  tlie  entrance  to  ^Vappoo  Creek.  No  batteries  or  for- 
tifications except  Fort  Femberton  were  seen*  The  reconnoissance 
wa»i  a  success,  and  reflects  credit  upon  those  who  were  engaged  in  it 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Baoon, 
Lumfenftnt- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  l^eSdfU, 

Itear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navj. 

Gamiiianding  Sf>uth  Atlantic  Bloekaaing  Squadron. 


Sepoft  of  Aotmg  LionOenant  Co^sotoTp  U.  B.  Natj.  commanding^  TJ.  8.  8.  Umo  Smitht 

traiLimitting  report. 

U.  S.  S,  Isaac  Smith, 
Sfmio  Inlet.  Jofiwtry  B^^  1S6S, 
Sir:   I  take  pleiisure  in  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  of  Acting 
Ensign  VV.  Chase.    The  reconnoissance  was  made  chiefly  on  account 
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of  a  riiiiK»r  tliiit  thr*  tvlH*ls  woro  dei'pc^niu^  the  rhannol  at  the  mouth  uf 
WappcKj  Crook  to  get  thi*  iroiuluds  through  from  ChaHoston.  It  will 
be  eecn  from  tho  report,  however,  that  thoy  vet  have  done  nothing 
there,  a.s  the  soundings  still  eoiooidn  with  tho>r  <m  the  ehart.  The 
plantation  spoken  of  a,s  Tom  Grimhairs  in  about  3  miloH  from  the 
mlet,  and  is  the  spot  where  General  Wright  landed  \yith  \m  force  tant 
.spring.  The  ''lights  and  eanip  tires'-  I  suppo8e  to  be  those  in  and 
around  Fort  Peinfiert^JiK  The  darknes.s,  however,  prevented  both  the 
guns  and  strength  of  the  works  from  being  seen. 
Very  respeet fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.    S.    CONOVEIt, 

Acting  Lieutenants  Oornnumding, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coradg.  Soutk  Atkintie  BkK'kadin<j  Sqnmln^n^  Ihrt  Hoyal* 

[Enclonife.] 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
Strmo  /nh'fy  Sottth  fhro/ino,  Jitn^uirij  22^  ISGfi, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reeonnois- 
i>anee  up  Stono  River  tt*  Wappoo  Creek,  made  January  !^1,  IHfJS: 

Started  from  the  shir*  at  7:30  p.  in.,  in  a  boat  from  the  f\  K  4'**'. 
Coifunodor*  Jltlh*}}f*fitjl^  with  Acting  Ma^sters  Jlate  HaJlett,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  riven  We  saw  wo  signs  of  rebt^ls  until  we  had  passed 
Tom  CirimbalTs  plantati*ni,  when  we  saw^  a  light  below  us  on  James 
Island,  and  sfM>n  aftci*  heard  the  beat  of  a  drum.  We  proeeeded  cau- 
tiously along,  examining  the  banks,  both  sides,  crossing  and  recrossing 
as  we  advanced,  and  when  about  2  miles  alxive  Tom  Grimbairs  heard 
voices  a  short  distance  ahead,  and  on  turning  a  point  discovered  a 
number  of  lights  and  tires  in  the  lM>nd  of  the  rtver  on  James  Ishmd, 
and  from  the  noise  and  talking  should  think  the  relM:^ls  were  at  work 
there. 

On  the  opposite  Imnk  saw  a  flagstaff  and  a  lookout,  but  tio  othei' 
signs  of  fortitications  or  encampments  on  that  side  of  the  river* 

Entered  Wapjxjo  Creek  and  sounded  across  the  month  in  8  feet 
4if  water;  landed  and  examined  the  bank,  and  1  should  judge  the  tide 
ha<l  ebbed  5  or  B  feet,  A  barge  was  lying  alongside  the  kink  near  the 
(Mitntnce,  but  could  see  no  one  on  board.  Started  to  returji,  and 
arrived  back  to  the  ship  at  4  o'clock  this  ruorning, 

1  aai,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Whitman  Chase, 
Acting  Enmgn^  U,  S,  ^w&y. 

t".  S.  CONOVER, 

Aotiiig  Limitcimnt^  Camnmndlng, 


Letter  f^om.  Eear-Admiriil  Da  Pont,  U.  9,  Navy,  to  LieatenAiit-Goiiimander  Bacon,  U.  8. 
"Savj,  coMmendiag  the  ooodmot  of  officers  from  tlie  V.  S.  S.  Itaac  Smith. 

FLAG8K1P  Wabash, 

/'rrrt  lioyal  F£arhm\  S\  (\,  Jmntunj  27,  1S6S, 
Siii:   1  am  in  rei-cipt  c*f  yours  of  the  26th  itmtant.     I  am  iimch  j>lea*!ied 
with  the  report  of  the  reeonnoiRsanee  made  by  Acting  Ef>sign  \\  .  Chane 
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aijd  Artiocr  Mafiter'a  Mate  I).  B.  Ilallott  under  yuur  orders.     Pleajse 
say  so  U>  them. 

I  would  be  pleased  U)  know  whether  any  attempt  be  making  to 
dt'epen  the  Wuppoo  Cut  or  Creek.  So  tjuestion  contrabands  closely 
when  they  come  in. 

Respectfully,  etc, 

•^  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rem'^Adm  IraL 
Lieutenant-Cbmmander  Geo.  Bacox, 

If,  S.  S,   Gjmm4Mlore  McDo7iou<jh^  Stono. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Nam^  regarding  the  pro- 
posed departure  for  the  north  ttf  the  U,  ^  hark  Jiesti^*Jf^, 

No.  31.]  Flagship  Wabash^ 

Port  Royal  Ihrhor,  S,  T.,  Janvary  S2y  1S6S, 
Sm:  I  am  sending  the  U.  S,  bark  Restless  north  to  be  dockcMi  and 
repaired.     This  vessel  has  been  over  thirteen  months  on  this  station 
and  now  requires  overhauling. 

Enelowed  ia  the  rejxjrt  of  a  lioard  of  survey,  in  which,  after  statii^g 
the  roijaira  necessary  to  ]*e  made,  the  officers  report  that  six  weeki 
would  be  required  to  efft^ct  them  (enclosure  marked  No.  1). 

At  tliiH  time  it  is  i*n|>mcti cable  to  divert  the  working  force  of  the 
squadron  for  tbis  purpose,  and  I  have  therefore  ordered  Acting  Master 
\W  K.  Browne,  connnanding,  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  report  to 
Uear- Admiral  H,  Paulding  in  person,  and  through  him  to  the  Depart- 
ment l*y  letter. 

Very  respectf  ullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rmr-Admrnd,  Com^d^f,  South  AtJantw  Blockdg,  Squcmron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmfy^  Washmgton* 


Rrptfrt  tf  Rear'Adiniraf  Du  Pont^  IL  S,  Nary^  tran^mHitno  reporfn 
of  f'ftm  f minding  ojictni  of  the  U.  S*  ironckid'a  Passaic  and  Montauk^ 
^regardimj  paa^a^e  from  Beaufort^  If,  O.^  to  Port  Royal^  S,  C. 

No.  B2,]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  l\,  January^,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Demirtment  the  arrival  here, 
on  tlie  liLst  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Rmxh  In! and  and  Passaic. 

1  have  ftLst>  the  h^mor  to  enclose  the  reports,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2, 
of  Captain  Drayt*in,  of  the  Passaii\  and  Commander  Worden,  of  the 
Jlontauk^  of  the  passage  of  those  vessels  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  this 
port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oltedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPoNT, 
Rt a r- Admiral^  tjomdif,  South  AtJmiti'C  Bl^ckdg,  Sqnadron^ 

Hon,  Gii>EoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa4ihingtrm^  J},  C, 


-  ^ 
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U.  S.  Ironclad  Fassaic, 
Part  RoyaJ,,  Jmnmry  2^^  1S63, 

Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  arrived  here  la.steveniTig'  from 

eaofort,  N,  C,  which  I  left  at  su  080  ton  the  17th,  in  tow  of  the  Ji/nxi^ 
Island,,  and  in  compwiny  with  the  Mordauk, 

The  wind  had  been  blowing  for  sevei-al  days  from  the  southward, 
but  after  a  severe  .stonit  cleared  off  with  a  northwester,  giving  thus 
every  promise  of  a  contimiation  of  tine  weather;  this,  however,  did  not 
last,  but  shortly  after  our  getting  outside,  changed  to  the  iiortheajj^t  and 
vei7  thick.  At  1  p.  hl  of  the  19th.  we  made  the  light  vessel  off  here, 
but  the  commander  of  the  Rhode-  Iskind  not  being  willing  to  run  in 
while  the  weather  was  so  thick,  and  the  sea  then  breaking  over  my  ves- 
sel so  heavily  that  had  I  been  so  inclined  I  could  not  have  unshackled 
the  hawsers,  it  was  determined  to  try  anchoring  under  Martin's  liuius- 
trv,  the  Passfue  continuing  to  ride  by  her  fasts  under  the  stern  of  the 
tlier  vessel.  On  swinging  head  to  sea,  how^ever,  it  became  at  once 
ividcnt  that  the  foraier  could  not  long  bear  the  terrific  shock  of  the 
waves  on  her  bow  without  something  giving  way.  I  conseouently 
directed  Commander  Trenchard  to  at  once  raise  his  anchors  ana  stanti 
out  again.  During  the  remainder  of  that  day  and  all  the  following, 
it  blew  so  very  hart!  that  we  could  not  make  tne  light  vessel  until  late 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  when,  as  stated  above,"  I  anchored  here  at 

p,  m. 

As  while  at  Beaufort  I  had  cleared  out  the  liuibcrs  and  put  the 
pumps  in  good  working  order,  although  the  vessel  made  a  great  de^il 
of  water,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  her  free,  although  to  do 
this  in  the  heaviest  weather,  in  addition  to  the  bilge  pump,  it  was 
necessary  to  use  one  of  the  donkeys  for  two  hours  out  of  every  four. 
The  leak  in  the  bow  has  increased  a  great  deal,  and  aU hough  I  took  the 
precaution  to  remove  much  of  the  iron  btiUast  from  forw^ard,  particu- 
larly that  which  most  inconsiderately  had  been  placed  inside  of  the 
false  liow,  T  think  that  before  doing  so,  while  on  my  way  dow^n  from 
Hampton  Roads,  this  part  of  the  vessel  was  so  seriousl  v  strained  that  a 
little  more  heavy  weather  would  rendc^r  the  full  working  of  all  the 
pumps  necessary  to  keep  the  water  down.  When  the  bqh  is  at  all 
forward  of  the  beam,  the  blows  on  the  bow^  projection  are,  I  think, 

ore  violent  than  I  have  ever  know*n  in  my  experience. 

Very  little  water  ent4:jred  through  the  low^er  part  of  the  tuiTet,  as 

fore,  having  managed  this  time  to  get  it  down,  which  I  now  know 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  safety  Ik? fore  going  outside;  over  the 
top,  the  sea  would  have  regularly  broken  with  the  wind  as  far  forward 
as  abeam,  had  it  not  been  for  the  weather  cloth  and  curtains;  as  It  was, 
the  water  found  its  way  in,  but  not  in  large  t|uantities. 

The  windlass  seemed  to  have  so  completely  rusted  together  in  the 
joints,  from  the  quantity  of  water  wbicn  had  iK^en  pouring  over  it  for 
live  days,  that  1  had  great  difficulty  iii  getting  it  to  work,  and  had  I 
be-en  in  a  narrow  channel  the  vessel  must  have  gone  ashore,  notwith- 
standing the  many  alterations  it  has  undergone.  I  do  not  now  con- 
sider it  as  very  reliable,  and  am  afraid  it  will  yet  get  nie  into  some 
trouble.     At  no  time  was  there  a  greater  pressure  on  the  boilers  than 
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25  poundf^;  with  this,  and  forty  revolutions,  there  was  no  foaming 
eonsequence,  and  everything  worked  well  and  smoothlj\ 
I  am,  very  respectfullj,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Dbayton, 

Captain. 
_  Hear-Adniiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oummafuliny  SoiUh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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U.  S.  S.  MONTAtJK* 
Pf^t  Roi/al,  S.  a.  Jarntarf/ :^0,  ISCS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ^^hip  left  the  bar  of  Beau- 
fort, Ts\  C*,  at  5:30,  ]».  rn.  on  the  17th  instant:  wtnither  dear,  windl 
northerlv.  and  a  Itttle  of  the  old  S!  W.  sea  still   rolling;  rontinued" 
ch^ur  m\h  inodenite  until  .sunrise  of  the  ISth,  when  the  wind  hauled  to 
the  northward  and  eastward,  with  cloudy,   threatening  weather;  at 
tinirs  it  In'eezed  up  tpiite  strongly,  with  the  sea  rising  until  .sun^et,^ 
wlipii  it  partially  r'leared  and  the  wind  backed  into  N.  hy  W.  and  so* 
continued  until  midnight;  sea  rather  inereasing  and  confused.    Toward 
the  morning  of  the  IHth  the  wind  hauled  again  to  the  N.  E.,  weather 
thickening  and  sea  rising  and  more  confused.      At  10  o'clock  a.  m, 
crossed  tlie  S,  E.  channel  bar  i>f  Port.  Royal  entmnce.  and  at  11:45 
came  to  at  this  anchorage.      Average  speed  down,  about  ^\^  knots, 
8hip's  motion  easy   lioth  ivays;  uw  one  occiision  the  stern  overhang 
stniek  quit^^  heavii\  five  kyy  six  times,  as  reported  by  the  engineer  of 
the  wnteh,  luit  no  unusual  shock  was  felt  on  the  turret  at  the  time; 
Sf>oii  after,  the  iwrt  overhang  liiiilier  began  to  deliver  a  small  stream, 
indicating  either,  firstly,   that  water  had   made   its  way  more  than 
usual  around  the  ruddei'-hatch  mirking;  or  secondly,  tliat  water  bad 
made  its  way  up  through  the  ruoderhcad  packing;  or  thirdly,  that  she 
had  sprung  a  small  leak  in  the  overhang. 

During  the  whole  passiige  considerable  water  forced  its  way  into  the 
ftnward  overhang  and  thence  through  the  joints  of  the  overhang  bulk- 
head into  tlie  windliLss  room;  she  leaked  a  great  deal  ahoot  the  decks, 
deadliglits,  and  hatch  covers.  In  nulling,  the  shock  of  the  impact  of 
Bide  overhang  wxis  very  per(*eptible  all  over  the  vessel.  The  sea  some- 
times liroke  over  the  deck  as  much  as  2i  or  3  feet  deep.  In  a  amalb 
slow  sea  she  is  quite  buoyant  and  lively;  to  a  quick,  heavy  sea,  the 
extent  of  experience  thus  far  shows  little  disposition  to  give  to  or 
recovei'  from.  She  stccis  well  and  steadily  as  long  as  she  has  good 
way  on,  esi>«M'ially  in  running  before  the  wind;  on  the  whole,  she  has 
l>eha\^ed  so  fur  very  well  with  the  moderate  test  she  has  had,  but  giveis 
|)ositivc  indiration  that  if  forced  end  on  into  a  sea  will  stniin  both 
i)verhangs  greatly;  and  if  she  gets  into  the  trough  of  the  sea  will  wal- 
low \^ry  heavily,  to  .such  an  extent  indeed,  a^  to  render  the  breaking 
of  a  tolerably  high  sea  over  the  turret  almost  certain, 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L,  Worden, 
Commc 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sficreianj  tif  the  Navy^  Washinyt^ni^  D.  C. 
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\  Order  of  Rear- Adinlraf  Du  Ptmt^  U,  8,  Xnmj^  to  Commmuhyr  Pattft- 
8on^  U*  S.  Naifu^  wmmanding  U.  S,  S*  Jamm  Adger^  to  proceed^  to 
Ossaiavj  Sound,  tomlng  the  U.  S.  S  Mantmik, 

Flaoship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  ffarh>r,  S,  C,  January  'B2,  1S6S. 
Sir:  When  the  Moiitauk  m  ready  for  sea  and  Commander  Wordcn 
'  doeni8  it  proper  to  move  under  his  orders,  you  will  please  take  her  in 
t^jw  and  carry  her  to  OssaV^aw  Sound,  coast  of  Georgia,     A  skillful 
pilot  will  be  sent  to  yon. 

The  Canand(if(/u<tj  Captain  J.  F.  Green^  m  lying  off  the  bar  of 
Ossabaw,  The  Seneca^  Wissahickon^  and  Dawn^  with  a  mortar 
schooner,  are  lying  in.side. 

You  will  remain  in  Ossabaw  to  tow  back  the  Montaitk, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Etur'Admh*al, 
Commander  T,  H,  Fattekson, 

£7.  S.  S.  Jamt6'  Adger, 


r  Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dn  J\nd,  U.  S\  ^favu,  t/^  Capfnln  Orten^  IT,  S. 

'ons  (if  the  U*  8,     '    ^' 
chee  River ^  for  the  destruction  of  tha  steamer  NashviiU  (Rattlesnake). 


Navy^  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 


S\  Montank  in  Ogee- 


Flagsiiii'  Wabash. 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  S,  (I,  January  23,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  am  sending  the  ironclad  Mfmtauk^  Commander  \Vorden,  to 
[OHSabaw  to  ascend  the  Ogeeehee,  if  nhe  can,  to  capture  the  fort  at 
I  Point  Genesis  and  to  burn  the  Na^hmlle. 

You  will  [)lace  the  gnnWatn  inside  at  Commander  Wordon'y  diy- 
posal  for  this  operation.  The  James  Ad{/er  will  remain  to  tow  back 
the  Montaid', 

Your  dispatches  were  received  and  the  subject  of  the  engineer  will 
[  be  attendeci  to. 

Rcspeetfullv,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Ad7nir€U. 
Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

V,  S>  S.  Canandaigua^  Ossahmo, 


Stuttmient  ofdaserter^  regardiny  the  dif eases  of  Charl^sto^n,  S*  C 

[January,  — ,  186S,] 
Statement  of  Thomas  tyfrim,  private. 

Have  served  twelve  months  as  prii^^te  in  the  rebel  army.  Passed 
one  day  a  week  tvefore  last  Christmas  in  Fort  Sumter.  There  are  104 
guns  mounted  on  the  fort.  On  North  Channel  side,  batteiy  of  12 
X-inch  columbiads  on  ramparts.     No  guns  in  middle  tier,  except  one 


f'.r  o&T^r*'  driH:  ;kfnki*i  t*:-  us^  g^zib*  in  tbv  tier,  the  arches  being 
f-nt^'^  acti  wriik,  I>:>vi?r  der  batterr  o«  Nortk  Chauiel  dde  cooasts 
of  12  VIH-Lioc.  I>kfal2T»?^c.*.  Ob  the  Ait  of  ^nDrports  no  gQife$  momited* 
trxrifryt.  oc  runpart?.  whi^n?  tfa-?n?  *r**  I±  -IS-poawler  Ik^  raB&  Under- 
Dii^ui  th>  pkrt  &r«  th-^  o!E*ti^r>'  qiakrbrr^w  Tb&  >«>rm  CSaniiel  faatterr 
wiA  trkir.  V.-vn  L^vfori  t.btnoeL  Ob  LAwford  Chumel  side  tiiere  & 
1  X'inrh  "xA^LiLryj^i.  Nv  ernk*  in  k>v<»r  tier:  magmiiBe  i^  mider  Law- 
ford  C'bAcnr'I  'rtm-rr.  Onlj  i4  gpa?  bear  oo  Nortii  ChsBiieL  The 
nam  sa^ikzf  r.r  in  iftzie^r-  <>f  fort  t^io^  LAvford  ChMUBei  i?  mlnermble 
from  xh^  X>rth  «''bfcnr>=-L  it  '•^in^^  prc4e«te>i  onlr  bT  a  gisnite  wmll 
xc-ie(^t>ir:Qt  of  xt^  will*  of  the  fort  bcih  octsiie'and  on  die  western 
^vi^  of  vi^  ^nzi^'  Ti^  «^i  ootsi'ie  is  !>>  feel  hizli  mod  S  feet  ttuck. 
Another  maLemzzne  L?  in  the  angle  tkcin^  Fort  JoCneoii.  There  mre  4 
rifled  ^tuls  in  Scarcer,  bet  they  are  not  •^ooiadered  sale*  and  thej  do 
not  G.«e  them.  OnM<:*citne  &k^  there  are  I±  X-inch  cofannbiads  on 
rampart,  and  l±  Mll-biicb  Dfthlgrezis  in  lower  tier.  On  citr  face  there 
are  •>  Vlll-in-?h  on  rampart  azMi  l±  Vm-ineh  in  l»>wer  tier.  The  balance 
of  gnns  in  Somter  are  :^-pociader«.  on  eitr  side,  and  are  not  in  sood 
rcmition.  The-e  are  being  replaced  as  r^Hdly  as  manixfaetiuea  br 
X-incfa  gnns.  Four  large  Armstrocg  guns  are  daOj  expected  from 
Nanittii.  Fort  Biptev.  1^  miles  from  citr.  between  ^tnnter  and  citr. 
has  ±  X'inch  •x>hxmbiad^  moont<d:  is  intended  for  fcmr.  Foor  ca^ 
mate?  in  Jc>hnson,  with  ±  Vlll-incfa  Dahlgrens  and  ±  ^-ftmnder  rifles. 
Morris  Inland  battery  contains  ±  Vlll-inrh  Ddilgrens  and  1  X-inch 
colombiad  on  the  sea  face,  m^xinted:  3  \TII-incfa  DahlgTe&s  in  case- 
mates, which  can  not  "be  traicei  ?€awarcL     No  other  battery  on  the 

inland.  "      

On  the  point  of  the  city  (that  i*  tiie  city  hitteryk  there  are  6  \Tn- 
inch  Dahlgren  guns  and  :*  vinoh  rifles,  en  barbette,  commanding  the 
apprvjach  from  Ston^>.  The  old  floatii^  battery  is  good  for  notnin^. 
"rtiey  are  digging  out  Wappoi>  Creek  to  get  gunboats  to  Slono.  The 
ironclads  carry  4  gun-:  draft.  '.•  to  i»>  f^^ii  speed.  1  mile  per  hour.  It 
!•  rumored  they  are  to  ^  stationary  to  assist  lower  battery  on  Stono. 
There  are  two  building,  one  framed;  the  other,  the  materials  being 
i-oUected:  are  to  be  lar«rer  than  the  others;  no  machinery  on  hand  for 
them;  !?ome  expecte«i  fT»>m  Xajsr«au-  There  is  no  oointity  of  iron  or 
composition  on  hand;  hare  ii?e»i  all  but  three  bells  in  tie  city.  No 
other  armed  vessels  in  harbor,  excepting  rams.  There  are  six  months* 
provisions  and  water  in  Sumter,  kept  locked  up.  There  are  no  clothes 
or  stores  in  any  quantity,  except  the  provisions  in  Simiter. 

Magazine  on  Morns  Inland  earthworks  built  of  sand  and  lo^;  sand 
caving  in  constantly;  square  in  form;  15  feet  in  size.  Moms  Island 
battery  mount""  on  sea  face  5  3±-pounders.  so-called,  but  marked 
"S-inch^  on  trunnions;  1  rifled  gun.  throwing  a  7«>pound  projectile; 
land  face,  5  32-pounder^.  marked  same  as  on  <ea  face;  one  or  two  may 
be  lighter.  More  heavier  guns  are  to  be  mounted.  No  guns  on  Cum- 
ming's  Point;  iron  battery  dilapidated;  iron  removed.  There  are  dor 
3  guns  by  Light-House  Inlet.  Cames  says  there  are  none.  Eadi  ram 
has  2  I^-incb  Dahlgren  and  2  T-inch  rifles.  The  plating  is  about  4 
inches  thick,  stron^v  backed  with  wood.  The  roof  extends  under 
water,  and  is  vertical,  with  ports.  Maximum  speed.  3  knot«;  draft, 
&  feet.    The  channel  of  Stono  River  obstructed;  not  more  than  2  feet 
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ran  Ik*  rurried;  ruiDiiivil  thut  thev  are  deeix'niiit^  the  channol;  do  not 
think  it  ha^^  been  conioieneed,  "Foi-t  Lamur,  too  principal  fort  on 
James  Island  dm  inof  tho  attaek  of  Brannan,  haa  been  strenythened  by 
additiou8  of  earthworks  on  each  flank. 


Order  of  Rear'Admiral  Du  Ptmi^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Omimander  Tren- 
c/iara^  U.  S,  Naviu  conifnandhig  IL  S*  S*  Rhml^  Mmtd^  to  taw  tl^ 
ironclads  Weehawken  and  Patapaco  to  Port  Eoyal^  S,  C* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  lioyal  Ilarhor,  S.  CI,  Jammry  ^S^  186S, 

Sm:  Notwithstanding  the  important  duty  upon  which  I  sent  you  this 
morning,  a  dispatch  from  Acting  Kear- Admiral  Lee  and  a  mesj^ge  from 
the  Navy  Department  express  a  desire  that  I  should  send  one  or  more 
stenniers  to  Hampton  R*>ads  to  assist  in  hringing  down  the  Wei)hawki^i 
and  I\tt(ipHeo  to  this  place.  The  Jiime^'t  Adyer  being  required  here  to 
tow  the  Jftmiaui\  1  ciin  only  send  the  li/inde  MnntL 

You  will,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  proceed  without  delay  to 
Hampton  Koads  and  report  to  Kear-A<lmiral  Lee  for  the  above  duty. 
If  jou  pass  Beaufort  in  the  daytime,  I  recommend  your  looking  in,  bk 
these  vessels  might  be  there  in  tow  of  the  I*amnmn.nd  Lmlima^  in  which 
case  you  will  of  course  return  here,  assisting  them  down. 

Should  they  not  be  there,  and  yet  have  left  Hampton  Kouds  before 
your  arrival,  you  will  also  return  at  once  to  Port  Koyal,  as  you  are 
a\s'are  of  the  important  sennce  I  have  for  the  Rhode  fdmid. 

You  will  transfer  the  two  pilots  now  on  board  of  your  vessel  to  the 
Atigusiu^  which  ship  is  to  reneve  you  off  Charleston. 

You  will  inform  Mr.  Rickctson  (belonging  to  the  Chlarads)  that  hi^ 
letter  will  go  north  to> morrow"  in  the  Arayo, 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S*  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Ad/miral. 

Commander  S.  D,  Trrnghard, 

U,  S.  S.  Rhode  Island. 

P.  S. — Yoo  will  not  mention  your  destination  or  its  object  to  anyone 
on  your  ship  or  to  anyone  off  Charleston,  as  I  desire  it  should  not  be 
known  to  anyone  but  the  senior  officer  present. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 

Rear- Admiral, 


Ordtv*  of  Rear'Admiral  Du  Pant^  U,  S.  Navy,  to  A»8utant  Bmd^lU^ 
U.  iS.  Cmut  Survey^  regarding  proposed  reconnoismnct^  of  Charlestmi 
Hat^bor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Roy^d  TTurhor,  S,  (\,  Jftnunry24,  1SG3, 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  RibboS  Charleston  and  re|K)rt 

to  Captain  W.  K.  Taylor,  of  the  iloimttonic^  senior  officer  present,  for 

the  importaut  service  which  you  have  received  from  me  verbally,  the 

substance  of  ivbich  is  contained  in  a  dispatch  from  me  to  Captain's.  W. 

*Bee  Series  I,  vol.  S»  p.  379;  also  Stories  I,  vol.  2,  p.  61. 
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GfKirMi,  of  thc^  Pnii^uifttn^  a  c"tJi>y  of  which    I  eurlnse,  wliieh  jiou 
[>lcase  slif»w  to  C'liptHin  Taylor  wheti  ro|M»rtiiit(  under  this  order. 

I  Hnd  it  only  necessary  to  repent  one  thhi|j^  tirid  to  I'eque.st  that  you 
will  call  Captu in  Taylor's  attention  to  it,  that  as  much  secrecy  l>e  giVen 
to  the  operations  intrusted  to  ymi  as  circmnstaiices  will  render  possible. 

Thanking  yon  for  your  ready  zeal  on  all  such  occasions, 
1  remain,  resix^rtfully,  etc., 


Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle, 

U.  S\  Om'tit  Survef/^  Steamer  BibK 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Ad m  Ind, 


[BnckMUie.] 

FiAGSHiF  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhn^,  S,  6U  Janmrt/  2^^  1863. 
Sir:  The  Rhmh  hUmd  takes  up  the  two  pilots,     I  desire  ^ou  U> 

give  her  a  station  nearest  to  the  Imr,  that  a  system  of  reeonnoissance 
and  sounding  may  he  conunenced  in  tlie  channels  over  it. 

This  must  be  done  at  ni^fht,  w  ith  ^^reat  caution,  in  order  not  to  excite 
the  attention  of  the  eneniv.  The  object  is  to  obtain  not  alone  the 
depth  of  water,  lait  to  acquire  such  familiarity  with  the  features  of 
the  channels  as  to  enable  the  pilots  hereafter  to  plant  the  nec^essary 
Inioys  in  one  night. 

You  will  please  give  Commander  Trenchard  j^uch  assistance  as  you 
may  deem  necessaiy,  and  such  counsel  as  your  long  experience*  off 
Charleston  may  render  desirable. 
You  had  lietter  come  down  yourself  and  coal  as  soon  as  you  can, 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

ReaT'AdmimL 
Captain  S.  W.  Godon, 

V.  S\  S\  Powhiitan,  of  Chirhstmi. 


i 


\ 


Order  of  ReJir- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Steed- 
mmi^  U*  S,  Ntmy^  {xmitfiajidlny  U,  S,  &  Paul  Jones^  to  proc^td  on 
transport  duty  to  St,  John^s  River,  Plorida^  returning  to  duty  in  St> 
Sloum^s  Soufid^  Georgia, 

BYagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  ITarhr^r,  S.  t%  January  ^4,  JS63. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Paul  Jones  under  your  com 

mand  to  St.  John  s  River,  delivering  the  ammunition  and  stores  for  the 

vessels  there  and  at  the  same  time  making  a  reconnoissance  of  the  St.       ^ 

John's  as  far  us  you  may  deem  necessary.  ^H 

You  can,  if  convenient,  stop  at  St.  Simon's  on  your  way  south,  deMr-  ^1 

ering  the  mails  there,  but  after  your  reconnoissance  up  the  St.  John's  ~ 

you  will  leturn  to  St.  Simorvs  and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  there 

and  the  adjoining  watei's. 

You  will  please  send  the  invalided  medical  officer  of  the  Midnight  by 
the  Beo  Ih  Ford  if  possible. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

ReaT-AdmiTQl, 
Commander  Charles  Steedman, 

6^   ii!.  N.  /*<rtil  JniuH, 
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Canfid€?ifinl  nj/f/rt  of  Rtar-Admiml  Da  Ptmt^  Lf,  &\  Navy^  unjing 


mi  IncreiUieU  fvrm  of  ironciiida  /t>y*  opetatioTta  af/ainat 

s.  a 

No.  360 


rleMon^ 


F1.A0SHIP  Wabash, 
Port  Bof/^a  Harhrr,  H.  i\,  Janmnj  21^,  IS6d. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  aekiiowlodg-c*  the  receipt  of  the  Depiii*tment\s 
rontideiitial  dispiitch  of  the  15th  irwtarit. 

The  Departnu^iit  has  I>een  iaforitied  through  my  private  letters  to 
the  Assistant  Serreturv  of  the  general  chameter  and  extent  of  the 
defeni:je«  uf  Charle^toiL  I  tihall  endeavor  to  execute  its  wishes  with 
such  forre  a,s  It  may  deem  neres^^ary  for  this  purpose. 

The  Depitrtinent  is  aware  that  I  ha^'e  never  shrunk  from  assuming 
any  responsibility  whieh  eireumstances  called  for  nor  desired  to  place 
any  failure  of  mine  on  others;  hut  the  interests  involved  in  the  success 
or  failure  uf  this  undertaking  strike  me  as  so  momentous  to  tlie  nation 
at  home  tind  abroad  at  this  particular  period  that  I  am  confident  it  will 
require  no  urging  from  me  to  induce  the  Department  to  put  at  my  dis- 
posal every  means  in  its  power  to  insure  success,  especially  by  sending 
additional  ironclads,  if  po.Hsilde,  to  th<jse  mentioned  in  your  dispatch. 
The  army  is  not  ready  even  for  the  limited  cooperation  it  ciin  give, 
though  anxious  to  render  every  assistance- 

Verv  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Adm hah  dmidff,  Sfmth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  rriDF.ox  Welles. 

Stcvitarij  of  the  Nfmy. 


.Sewrt  of  Rxar- Admiral  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S,  JVant/,  amumimng  ccmmltie^ 
^  '  to  the  l\  S,  S,   Water  Witch. 

'  No,  33.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Pcn/al  Ilarhor,  S\  T'.,  January  ^%^  1863* 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Depai'tiiient  that  another  of  my  vessels 
has  been  disabled.     The  steamer    Watrr  Witch  met  with  a    serious 
accident  whereby  her  upper  cylinder  head  has  been  rendered  useless. 
Enclosed  (marked  Xo.  I)  is  a  report*  of  the  f>oard  of  survey,  con- 
sisting principally  of  engineers. 

She  will  require  a  new  cvlinder  head,  which  can  not  he  either  made 
or  fitted  here,  and  I  shall  therefore  send  the  Water  Witch  north,  when- 
ever I  can  get  a  tow  for  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Hear-Admirah  Carndg.  Sooth  Atlanti^^  Bl^:kading  Sguadrofu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

*^ecrei<(ry  of  the  JVavt/,  WaMngton^  D.  C\ 


Not  neceaeary  to  publish. 
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Letter  fi*imi   Captnm    Greeiu  U,   S,  Nam^  to  Commander    TT/W^n, 

U.  S.  Nain/>,  a>mrfuind!n(f  U,  S.   S,  MontuitJc^  ^'V//ja  infonnatitm 

ohtuiuedfrom  mnfraband  regarding  the  steamers  Nw^tmUe  {ItattU' 

miake)  and  I'^ingal* 

U.  S.  S*  Cananbaigua, 
Off  Ossahmo  Bar^  January  25,  186S. 

Dear  Worden:  I  have  just  iinlshed  catechising  a  contraband  who 
left  Savannah  last  Friday  night,  and  who  worked  on  the  Finaal  from 
the  tioie  work  was  commenced  upon  her  to  fit  her  as  an  ironclad  until 
she  was  finished. 

He  is  very  intelligent,  and  gives  so  coherent  and  apparently  truth- 
ful statetnent  in  regard  to  that  vessel  that  I  think  it  of  sufficient 
importiince  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the  infonuation  obtained 
from  him  to  you. 

The  Frmjtd  dropped  down  to  [St.]  Augustine  Creek  last  Monday 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  advantage  of  the  high  tides  and  going 
through  that  creek  if  possible,  otherwise  by  Fort  Pulaski  and  pro- 
ceed by  sea  to  rescue  the  Nimhmlh,  For  some  unknown  reason  she 
did  not  attempt  it,  as  the  contraband  saw  her  off  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  hist  Friday, 

She  draws  IH  t>r  19  feet  of  water.  Roofing  extends  from  midshipH 
forward  and  aft  to  within  20  or  .^U  feet  of  bow  and  stern;  eaves  cal- 
culated to  be  1  foot  under  water;  top  of  roof  flat,  about  12  feet  wide, 
ill  which  is  a  scuttle  forward;  smokestack  amidships  and  lookout  tur- 
ret aft;  wheelhouse  on  spar  deck  abaft  the  roofing. 

She  mounts  six  rifled  breech-loading  guns  of  fi-inch  caliber,  throw- 
ing projectile  of  12U  pounds,  one  mounted  in  each  end,  and  two  on 
each  side,  which  are  siiifting;  one  pivot  forward,  one  aft,  and  four  on 
each  side.  Portholes  18  inchej4  square.  Guns  about  4  feet  from 
water.  Magazine  and  shell  room  on  deck  below  gun  deck;  weakest 
part  of  the  vessel,  the  stern,     8he  leaks  badly. 

The  roof  is  clad  with  two  layers  of  iron  li  inches  thick;  the  hull 
to  the  depth  of  5  feet,  with  two  layers  of  2  inches  thick;  spar  deck 
outside  of  roof,  with  li  inch.  Speed  will  not  exceed  3  miles  per 
hour. 

Hoping  this  information  may  be  of  some  service  to  you,  and  wish- 
lug  you  complete  success  in  your  present  undertaking, 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  etc., 

J.  F,  Gbeen* 

Commander  J,  L.  Worden, 

Commanding  U,  6\  S,  MontauA^  Ossahaio  Bay. 

P.  S.— I  shall  probably  leave  for  Port  Royal  to-morrow  to  get  a 

supply  of  coals,  etc. 

Order  of  Flag-O^ver  Du  Pmit^  U,  S,  Mit^y,  to  Captain  Drayton^ 
IL  iST  Navy^  emnmanding  U^  8,  S.  Pasmie^  to  assume  stati<m  in 
Wassaw  Sound  to  gimrd  against  the  escape  ofths  steamer  Fingal* 

Flaoshtp  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  M,  Januaiy  S6,  IS6S. 
Str:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Pamaic  under  your  command, 

in  tow  of  the  Canmidaupfa^  to  Wassaw  Sound. 

F'or  the  better  guarding  of  that  sound  and  the  gunljoats  now  there 
against  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  by  the  ironclad  steamer  Finaal 
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(otherwise  *:alled  the  Atiautu)  Xaj  ciiUt  Wnt^savv,  you  will  tuk»*  Murli 

position  as  you  may  detnii  most  desiniliU\ 
I  If  from  iafoniiatiiHi  received  tliere  you  should  eoiiHider  it  prajw^r  to 

f      ancoiid  the  Wiluiingtoii  River,  you  ean  du  80* 

The  Fimjal^  as  1  have  every  reason  to  believe,  it*  either  iu  St.  Aii^'us- 

tine  Creek ^or  at  its  month,  ready  to  pa^^s  into  Wihniu^Horj  River  Uy 

the  Krst  opportunity', 

IRespeetfully,  etc., 
Ca] 
0e 


S. 


Captain  ?.  Diiayton, 

U*  S,  iS\  I*mmicj  Port  Royal, 


F.  Du  Font, 
Hear'AdmiruL 


ier  of  ReaT-AihfiirftJ  Gnyttrif^  IL  iS,  A^(m/^  to  Rear- AdmiraJ  Du 
I\mt^  IL  .S.  iYai\t/^  rtgitrdinq  the  dt'Spatc*hing  of  t/uf  steamer  hrlvHmm^ 
carrying  raft^  ami  hmnhs/or  use  in  cl^*arm4j  obstruct umH, 

New  YoriK,  Januari/  27,  lSG:i. 
Admiral:  The  chartered  steamer  Erumfm^  under  ehar^^e  of  Aeting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  IL  Faucoo,  has  TM*en  dispatched  by  order  of 
the  Navy  Departnjent  with  sevei'al  rafts,  bombs,  ete.,  eonstniet4.»d  for 
the  imrpjse  of  destroying  and  eleariii^  harl>or  obstructions,  ete. ,  and 
directea  to  rej>ort  [to  f  you  at  Fort  lioyal. 

Chief  Eng^ineer  Kobie  and  Assistant  L  Newton  will  ako  rex>ort  to 

\'ou  and  give  you  all  necessary  information  respecting  the  coiistrurtion 

.and  intended  use  of  them,  having  been  employed  in  getting  tbem  up. 

3hief  Engineer  A,  C,  Stimers  will  soon  follow  with  all  other  r^^quisiten 

necessary. 

From  experiments  made  here,  if  properly  brought  into  operation, 

'they  will  be  found  very  effective, 

I I  am,  very  res}>ectfu!ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

^K  F,H.  GrcEooKY, 

^^P  JCtii  r*A  dm  traL 

^M   Eear-Adniiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
^H  Camdg.  South  Atiajitic  Blockading  Sqnadrfm,  l't*rt  Royal. 

I  Letter  Jrom  Major-  General  I/un^ier^  U,  &\  Army^  to  Rear- Admiral  Du 
Pont^  U.  S.  iVat^w,  reiiumting  tfw  preueru^  of  a  gunboat  in  Skull 
Creek^  South  Carmirm, 

HtxjRj**  Department  or  thk  South, 
miton  Jlead,  port  Rotjal ,  S\  (',,  Janmmj  27,  imt 

Admiral:  I  write  in  barite  to  infonn  you  that  the  reUdsarei^helling 

ne  of  our  steamers  at  Chimney  Point,  4  or  0  mi  lew  above  Sc*afjrook» 

Skull  Creek,  and  have  the  honor  to  reauest  that  a  tfunljoat  may  Ijc 

up  immc'diately  to  the  vicinity,  if  Hueri  t>e  your  iileaMure. 
r  have  the   honor  to  l>e.  arlminil,   very   reH|H*ctiuUy,  your  immi 
obedient  ser\"ant, 

D-  HrHTKtt, 
Ma^oT'  den^al^  (  bm^mandintf. 
Admiral  Du  Post,  I 

Corndy.  V,  S.  Hl/)ckadin4f  Squndr^m^  Vmi  Rnyal  IToTVtf . 
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Rr^ffft  t»f  Oii^ttiln  T*n4h,r.  l\  S.  Xaty^  trantmittiHy  r^p^frU  of  Lun- 
tfrtHiNt-tynunnnd^r  QmuJcriAw^h  and  Actma  yiatitr^  MaU  Rt^d^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  regard im^  th^  f^ntranee  of  a  bladhade  nttkn^  at  CharUs- 

U.  S.  S-  HorsATOKic. 
^j^  ChtirfrMon.  January  27^  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enck>i«e  reports  of  Lieatenant-CcHimuuider 
Quackenbu:«h  and  ]^Ia$ter*s  Mate  Reea  in  relation  to  the  running' of  the 
blockade  by  a  ;<teamer  las^t  night. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Quaekenbush  thinks  :^be  succeeded  in  get- 
ting in. 

I  am.  .>ir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Rogebs  Tatix>r, 
Captahi  and  Senior  f^jficer  Prt^nt. 

Kear- Admiral  S.  F.  Dr  Post. 

Comdg.  S^nitft  Atlantic  Bh»9'l\  Sf/uadr*m.  Jp'frt  Royals  S.  C. 


'EnelaRueLl 


U.  S.  GrxBOAT  Unadilla, 
Of  Charlton.  January  27.  1S6S. 
Sk:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  at  2  a.  m.  a  blue  light  was  observed 
to  the  eastward,  supposed  to  be  on  board  the  schooner  Blunt,     Shortly 
after  a  rocket  was  sent  up,  apparently  from  the  same  position,  in  a 
southwest  direction.     I  was  prepared  to  slip,  guns  ready  for  service. 
After  waiting  for  about  ten  ounutes  another  rocket  was  discharged  from 
a  l>oat  which  I  had  stationed  on  picket  duty  midway  between  the  ship 
and  the  shore.     The  instant  this  last  rocket  was  seen  I  slipped  my 
cable  and  stood  directly  inshore  under  full  steam,  but  was  unable  to 
get  full  sight  of  the  vessel,  notwithstanding  my  every  effort.     It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  in  i-onsequence  of  the  strangt*  steamer  s  great  speed 
she  escaped  athwart  my  Ihjws  before  we  I'ould  approach  sufficiently 
near  to  make  her  out. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  P.  QrACKEVBUSH, 

Lf^Ht^iii.iht'  <  '»»hii/uind^r. 
C  aptain  Wm.  Rogers  TaT[Tji>r. 


U.  S.  ScHooxER  G.  W.  Blunt, 
(>f  Char/e^ton.  January  ^7.  186-3. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  l:rfcr»  this  morning  I 
obser\'ed  a  steamer  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  said  steamer  bear- 
ing S.  E.  aiul  steering  about  >.,  distance  about  400  yards.  Immedi- 
ately called  all  hands  to  quarters,  fired  the  port  gun  at  her,  burned  a 
Coston  night  signal,  and  fired  a  rocket.  By  this  time  she  hail  crossed 
our  bows  and  hauled  to  the  southward.     We  then  tired  the  starboard 
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cfiin  fuid  mucio  siiil,  Imt  tin*  wind  f»ri]ijj  soiitlierly  nnd  tht*  stoumor  steer- 
ing in  thiit  direction,  it  wus  iinpussihle  tor  iif<  to  ^\\v  rhuse. 
I  aui,  8ir,  very  re^ipectfully,  your  oV>edient  .servant, 

B.   I>.  K££D, 
Maattr^H  Mute^  Vmnfhnnding, 

\\*M.   R.  TATIiOR. 

Citjjtatn  and  Seni^yr  (Jj^er  ojf  ChtirlrMmt. 


I 


AddUtmmlrej}mi  of  Lumttmant'thmmitnihrr  QuuckenimhyU,  S.  Nam^ 
commaruUug  U*  S*  S*  VimdUkt^  regarding  th^  entrance  of  a  block- 
€ule  runnel*  at  C/mrlcsti^n^  S,  CU  Jamuirtj  ^7,  1S6S. 

U,  S.  GUNB<3AT    UnaDILLA, 

Stono  Inht,  Felyruary  2S^  1S6S, 
Sir:  I  regret  exoeedingly  that  you  shunld  for  a  moment  entertain 
the  thought  that  the  offieers  of  thin  vessel  hud  h«»en  reniiss  in  their  i)er- 
forniuncc*  of  duty,  partit*ularly  in  regai'd  to  their  vigilantn^  whilst 
pc^rfo ruling  bloekading  duty,  for  I  a.s^ure  you  they  have  well  and 
faithfully  executed  their  duties  in  that  reypeet.  It  is  doubtless  my 
fault  that  you  formed  the  Impression  that  vessels  had  run  into  Charles- 
ton without  a  sudieleutly  prompt  effort  on  my  part  to  orevent  them, 
from  the  fart  that  my  repc»rt  to  l*aptain  Taylor  would  allow  you  to 
infei'  that  1  had  been  too  dilatorv  in  my  movements.  1  eon f ess  that  I 
wtus  not  as  i^xplieit  as  1  should  have  Iw^en  had  1  supposed  my  report 
would  have  been  sent  to  yon.  What  my  report  lat-ked  in  (li4ail  was 
comimmieated  verljally  and  entirely  to  the  .satisfaetion  of  Captain 
Taylor.  In  order  to  relieve  my  othc^ers  fit>m  any  imputation  of  want 
of  vigihinee,  permit  me  to  detail  in  full  the  cireumstanees  of  a  steamer 
having  sueeeeded  In  reaehing  Charleston  after  the  warning  and  guid- 
ing signals  had  been  made  from  the  schooner  Blunt, 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Tth  Januaiy,  1803,  at  1:45,  the  Blunt 
burned  a  blue  light  and  shortly  afterwards  threw  up  a  roeket  to  the 
westward.  1  had  at  the  time  a  picket  boat  out,  stationed  to  the  north- 
w^ard  and  eastward,  and  was  between  this  vessel  and  the  shtjre.  The 
officer  in  the  boat  had  directions,  in  the  event  of  seeing  a  vessel,  to 
throw  up  a  roeket  in  the  direction  she  appeared  to  be  steering,  after 
the  vessel  had  passed,  then  to  .show  his  light,  to  prevent  our  tiring  into 
the  boat  or  running  over  her;  also  orders,  in  case  the  vesvsel  turned  to 
nin  out,  to  Hash  tiie  light.  Immediately  after  the  Bhtnt  made  her 
signals,  the  shackle  bolt  was  knocked  out  and  we  had  otdy  to  raise  the 
compressor  to  be  free  to  move,  A  few  minutes  elapsed,  perhaps  tive, 
and  it  may  have  been  ten,  when  the  rocket  was  discharged  from  the 
boat;  instantly  the  vessel  was  underway  and  standing  in  toward  the 
shore.  1  had  proceeded  some  distance  when  it  was  reported  that 
the  boat  w\is  tiiishin^f  her  light,  and  as  that  was  a  signal  indicating  a 
change  of  course  ot  the  vessel  1  put  my  helm  to  pent  and  steered  in 
toward  the  Ijoat.  it  is  to  1>e  considered  that,  notwithstanding  there 
were  at  least  thirtv  persons  on  the  lookout,  no  vessel  had  yet  lx*en 
discovered  from  thus  vessel.  As  soon  as  we  had  approached  within 
hail  of  the  boat  I  enquired  where  the  stranj^e  vessel  was,  and  wa.s  told 
she  had  passed  in.  In  answer  to  mv  enquiry  why  the  light  had  teen 
flashed  from  the  boat,  that  officer  stated  that  it  had  not  been  Hashed; 
this  wajji  doubtless  so,  but  the  motion  of  the  boat  mvwl^  \\.  •^t^^vaa.x  ^^* 
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I  dn  Ijope  thi>  explanation  will  be  ssati^faietorT  to  voiu  ms  it  was  to  Cap- 
tain Taylor,  and  will  have  the  effect  of  relieving  oiT  ofiicer»  from  tne 
.^iLspirion  of  want  of  ri^lam-e  and  attentioD.  Tiie  bfaune,  whateTer  it 
ma\'  Ije,  mart  be  attar-bed  to  me.  and  it  was  in  a  great  measure,  feel- 
ing con.sciou^  that  I  had  done  all  that  mortal  man  could  do  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty,  that  I  failed  to  con;»ider  that  I  should  be  more 
particular  in  my  report  than  I  was.  1  do  b^.  sir*  you  will  on  the 
receipt  and  perur^al  of  thi^  :^tatement  relieve  my  officers  from  blame, 
for  tnev  surelv  do  not  dcsjerve  it.  In  regard  to  the  officers  of  the 
Un^idilh  con^fdering  their  pecuniary  interests  greater  than  the  duty 
thev  owe  to  their  country.  I  must  say  their  pri<&  in  capturing  prizes 
and  rendering  the  Cuadllla  a  credit  to  the  ^^qoadron  unaer  vour  com- 
mand ha.^  been  their  first  and  highest  motive.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
i-apturc  of  the  Prince*^  Rtjyalli  know  that  pecuniary  interests  were 
never  thought  of:  on  the  contrary.  I  heard  the  officers  remark  that  the 
taking  of  that  ve>.<^'l  wa»  more  gratifying  to  them  than  untold  wealth. 
SulifM*queiit  events  induced  them  to  enter  a  protest  in  regard  to  other 
vessels  .sharing  which  they  conceived  had  no  claim,  basing  their  opin- 
ion on  certain  facts  derived  from  signalizing. 

Very  rc>pe4tfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Qtackekbush, 

Litrutfftaht'  i  wnmamler. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Poxt. 
Coind<f.  South  Athi/ttU'  Bhjvkadiuij  i^iuadr^ju^  Pnrt  Royah  S.  (\ 


Capture  of  tfie srhtxm*:T  Emma  Txitthof  Charle^on^  S.  f.,  hythe  U.  S, 
tfty/itM/ner  Hope^  January  i^,  1SS3. 

Seport  of  Bear- AdBinl  Dn  Poat,  V.  1.  Vavy. 

Xo.  01.]  Flagship  Wabash« 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C  February  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Emma 
Tattle^  flying  the  English  flag,  on  the  morning  of  January  27,  off 
Charleston,  by  the  L.  S.  schooner  Uope^  Acting  Master  John  E. 
Rockwell,  commanding,  under  the  followmg  circumstances: 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Hope,  when  in  5  fathoms 
water  and  off  the  ea^t  end  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  discovered  the  schooner 
Emma  Tuttle  about  2  miles  distant,  apparently  steering  S.  E.  The 
Hope  tacked  and  bore  down  upon  her.  and  the  stranger  immediately 
kept  off  to  the  east,  evidently  trj'ing  to  escape,  but  was  soon  over- 
hauled, and  after  a  shot  was  tired  across  her  bow,  she  hove  to,  hoist- 
ing the  English  flag.  A  Ixxit  was  sent  aboard  and  her  captain  was 
brought  on  [tx>ard]  the  Hopt^  bringing  her  papers,  viz.  her-manifest 
of  cargo,  her  registry  and  list  of  crew,  and  log  lxx)k,  not  written  up. 

She  purported  to  he  from  Nassau,  [New  Providence],  and  bound  to 
Baltimore,  though  at  the  time  she  was  captured  she  was  steering  S.  E. 

The  schooner  was  brought  to  Port  Roval,  where  a  survey  was  held 
upon  her  (herewith  enclosed,  marked  ''  Ko.  1*'),  which  pronounced  her 
unseaworthy,  and  an  inventory  of  her  cargo  taken,  most  of  which  was 
contraband,  consisting  of  a  number  of  bags  of  saltpeter.^ 

The  cargo  was  transshipped  to  the  schooner  R.  iT.  Dillon.  Acting 
Masters  Mate  [James  B.J  Williamson,  of  the  Hope^  went  north  to  the 
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jTt  of  Philadolphiu  in  chsirge  of  the  cargo  (iiiudi  of  which  was  dum- 
ped).    The  iiui.stcr  nf  tbc  Emma  Inttie^  William  Florence,  antl  one 
the  crew  were  nent  to  Philadelphia  on  the  Dillon,     The  rest  of  the 
row  will  He  sent  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  may  add  that  tiie  nehooner  was  taken  tniee  before,  but  her  crew 
succeeded  in  recapturing  her. 

Enclosed  is  a  bill  of  lading,  signed  by  the  master  of  the  M,  W,  Kl* 
loiK  and  marked  ^^'No.  i2.'' 

I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  ai  the  U,  S.  schooner 
l0p€y  marked  ''No.  3/' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  F.  Du  Pont, 
Meur-Adminrl^  (kmidij,  Sindli  Atfuntie  Bl<*ckudtng  Sqttadr*^n* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Secretary  of  the  Ifatft/^  Washinifkm^  D.  C* 


1       !:„. 


Separt  of  Gap  tain  Taylor,  IT.  8.  Havy,  lemor  offiijar  pr«taiit. 

U.   S.  8.   HOLTSATONIC, 

({f  C/iitrh'sfofu  Jonuary  '27^  186.% 
Sir:  Acting  Ma8ter  Rockwell  reported  to  me  at  2  p,  m.  to-day  that 
!i*»  captured  tte  *<ehooner  Eaima  Tnttleni  8  oVlo(*k  thiw  morning  about 
10  miles  E.  N.  E.  of  this  anchorage.  She  hius  on  board  an  assorted 
irgo.  Amongst  the  articles  are  salt,  hai'dware,  and  saltpeter.  The 
leather  being  thii-k.  he  fell  in  with  the  ships  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
line,  and  having  aTvchored  his  prize  near  the  Kfystofu'  Stdl* ,  ram  di>wn 
to  this  ship  for  instructions.  He  states  that  she  is  leaking  and  as  being 
in  a  bad  condition  generally.  Commander  LeRov  has  rendered  sucH 
assistance  as  was  necessary. 

As  the  prize  is  lying  from  4  to  5  miles  dead  to  windward,  the  weather 
thick  and  wind  fresh,  I  directed  Acting  Mnst^-r  Rockwell  to  return  to 
her  without  waiting  for  written  instructions,  nnd  whenever  the  wind 
and  weather  would  permit,  to  proceed  with  her  to  Port  Royal, 

The  Pant  will  go  down  to-morrow  if  the  weather  should  be  suitable 
and  convey  this  rep^ii't.     I  presume  she  will  arrive  as  soon  as  the  JJ<ypt\ 

61  am,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 
\Vm.  Rogers  Tatlor, 
Captain  and  Senior  Ojficer  Pre^cjd. 
Bear- Admiral  8.  ¥.  1*1    Pjdnt, 
Comdg,  South  Atlunlw  Bhmkdtj,  Sf/intdrt/UnJ^rl  Royal^  S,  C\ 
mm 


Aeport  of  Aetiag  Mattor  Rockwell,  TT.  8.  Kavy,  commanding'  It.  8.  fcbooner  Rop<e. 


V.  8.  8<"H(X>XER  HorE, 

B>rt  RoyaK  S,  f\,  Fehnmnj  2.  ISSS. 

Admikal:  I  have  the  tajruir  to  refKjrt  the  capture  of  sch(H)ner  Kinihn 

Tiiith^  under  the  English  flag,  and  uridiM'  tln>  foUowing  eircuuistanees: 

There  can  be  no  doul>t  of  hei'  intentit^n  to  get  into  Cbf^rles ton  if  shi' 

could  have  dorn*  so.     She  is  the  same  vessel  that  wa,s  recaptured  by  l»er 

original  crew  from  prize  crew  antl  tuken  to  Nassau,  New  Pn^videucft, 
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On  the  cnomiEij^  of  JamtanaiT  ^,  while  returning  f  nvta  Gcor^g^etowo^ 
S.  C,  towmrd  this  port,  and  wbeD  in  5  fathoms  water  off  the  eat^t  end 
of  ^Itlesiiake  Shoal^  it  beine  then  daylig:ht,  I  made  ^md  scbooDer 
bearing  S.  E.  iM>me  4  or  5  miles  distant:  wind  at  the  time,  8.  S.  W. 
When  first  seen^  appeared  to  be  steering  S.  £.  Haying  been  under 
easy  Bail  with  the  Bopej  I  tacked  to  S.  E.  and  set  main^L     The  .stran- 

ST  immediately  keti  off  to  about  east,  evidently  trying  to  run.  The 
V/pe  soon  overhauled  him,  and  after  tiring  a  ^liot  acro««  hh  how,  he 
hove  to,  ho]j<ting  the  EngliBh  flag.  When  within  hail  the  captain 
replied  he  wa**  from  Nassau.  I  sent  an  officer  on  board,  requesting 
Ibe  csptain  to  come  on  board  the  II<*jj^  with  hi.^  papers  (the  accompany- 
ing are  all  he  pnjduced,  li.st  of  cargo  and  of  crew);  said  he  wa??  from 
Na88au^  hound  for  Baltimore;  expressed  nmeh  di^^sati^f action  at  tjeing 
detained,  a**  «<he  wa.s  leaking  liadly  and  partially  di^iiabled.  From  the 
nature  of  his  cai^,  hU  posiition  when  first  seen,  and  hh  own  admis- 
sion that  hLs  ye^:5a*el  had  l;>een  captured  before  and  rescued,  I  deter- 
mined to  bring  her  to  this  port.  With  a  view  to  communicate  with 
the  Junior  officer  off  Charleston,  I  detained  the  captain  on  board  the 
boat,  leaving  an  officer  and  four  men  on  board  the  prize.  Took  her  in 
tow  and  ran  in  W.  S.  W.  about  2i  hours,  when  I  made  the  steamer 
Ket^<mji  StaU*  It  being  sjomewhat  thick  at  the  time,  could  not  make 
out  the  flagship.  Anchored  near  the  K*t/j*fatu  Sfaf^  and  reported  to 
Commander  Le  Roy,  asking  of  him  the  assistance  of  six  men  as  the 
prize  numbered  nine  men  all  told.  Captain  Le  Roy  kindly  furnished 
me  the  men  and  an  officer  to  asj^ist  me. 

The  weather  having  cleared,  I  then  ran  up  to  and  went  on  board  the 
Hou>*aUmic^  reporting  to  Commander  Taylor.  He  advised  me  by  all 
means  to  stop  by  the  prize  under  the  circumstances  and  convoy  her 
down.  Evenmg,  anchored  near  the  prize,  took  out  four  of  her  crew, 
and  replaced  them  with  four  of  the  ll&pes,  retaining  tho^e  from  the 
Keystom^  State  on  board  the  Ilopt, 

28th,  4Strong  gale  from  S.  S,  W,  At  7  p.  m.  parted  chain  and  set 
two  reefed  foresail;  stood  offshore.  Midnight,  blowing  heavy.  Car- 
ried away  foregaff  while  wearing  ship.  Jloroing  of  20th,  moderating. 
Worked  up  to  prize  and  anchored.  Wind  ^till  too  far  to  S.  W.  to 
attempt  working  to  8,  and  we^stward  in  disabled  condition  of  prize. 

30th.  Proceeded  to  get  undei'way  and  worked  to  S.  and  westward. 
At  sunset,  off  Stono.  The  V,  S.  S.  Blhh  having  come  along,  Captain 
Bou telle  kindly  took  charge  of  mail  and  dispatches,  and  reiievea  me 
of  the  charge  of  four  prisoners,  I  then  tooK  the  prize  in  tow  again, 
and  at  daylight,  31st  January,  whs  to  miles  S.  S.  W.  from  North  Edisto. 
Lf-ft  })rize  to  proceed,  and  stood  in  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  mail 
and  express  to  steamer  South  ( rrrf/lina.  The  wind  failing,  coiud  not 
reurh  Ldisto  until  evening;  7  p.  m.  ran  in  to  inner  buoy,  when  a  boat 
from  the  Stmth  Carothia  came  alongside  for  maiL  Having  delivered 
thrill,  and  received  mail  and  disimtches  from  them,  proceeded  to  get 
underway  and  beat  out,  clearing  the  fair- way  buoy  at  10  p,  m.  Have 
had  light  winds  and  cahiis,  arriving  at  this  anchomge  p.  m,,  Febniary 
y.  1863,  the  prize  having  arrived  first. 

Hoping  my  acts  will  meet  your  approval,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  oV)edient  servant, 

John  E,  Rockwkll, 
Artlni/  Mast€^t\  C*Mniminditig  JIojh. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Cbmmmidimj  South  Atlantic  Blockadim/g  Sqnadrofu 
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^ipf/n  Ft^rt  McAliiM€'t\  (tn, ,  hy  the  U*  S,  irww/^i/I  Mmdauk  and 
Beport  of  Bear-Admir&l  Bti  Font  U.  8«  Kavyt  giving  information  gained  in  Uie  attack. 


41.] 


Fl AG8H 1 1'    W  A  U A8 1  r . 


Sik:  Considering  it  desinihlc*  to  te.st  in  every  wa}'  the  effic'ieiiry  of 
he  iroiK*lads  that  hnd  arrived,  and  to  uviiil  niyself  of  their  jireserjee 
until  others  eome,  I  .sent  Cornmandei'  Worden  down  to  Os.siihaw  to 
operate  np  the  j^^reat  Ogeecheo  River  and  t^iiptiire.  if  he  eould.  the  fort 
at  Genesis  Point,  under  *"over  of  which  the  ya^^luuHe  was  lying,  now 
titted  as  a  privateer  and  waiting  to  run  the  l>lot*kade,  and  in  ease  of 
^■flueeess  the  railroad  was  also  ai't*essible. 

^H  I  enclose  a  ecmy  (niarketl  No.  1)  of  Coniraander  WordenV  report, 
^fc^ceived  at  midnight  by  the  hands  iA  Ensign  [Mortimer  L.  ]  .lohnMjn, 
^R)ne  of  my  aids,  w^ho,  in  one  of  our  armed  tugs,  witnessed  and  partlei- 
pated  in  the  attack.  He  informs  me  that  the  fort  was  a  very  fonuid- 
^able  easemated  earthwork  with  hombproofy,  and  moimting  nine  guns, 
"'le  firing  fri>m  wliieh  was  excellent. 

We  have  olitaincd  valualde  information  in  thesuece8sof  the  working 

5f  the  XV  inch  gmi,  and  although  the  Mimtaul'  was  struck  thirteen 

imes  she  received  no  injury,     my  cjwn  previouiif  inijiressions  of  these 

FPHsels,  freL(ueiitly  exprt\ssed  to  Assistant  Seeretary  Fox,  have  been 

^ntirnied,  viz,  that  wliatovor  degree  of   impenetrability  they  might 

ive*  there  was  no  etirresponding  «|uality  of  aggression  or  destructive- 

pess  as  against  forts,  tlie  slowness  of  fire  giving  full  time  for  the  gun- 

lers  in  the  fort  to  take  shtdter  in  the  Iniiubproofs. 

This  experiment  also  convinces  me  of  anotier  impression,  firmly  held 

"and  often  expressed,  that  in  all  such  operations  to  secure  success  troops 

are  necessary.      Phe  tli stance  at  which  Commander  Worden  w^as  <'om- 

dled  to  engage — not  far  from  his  extreme  range  — may   modify  to 

>me  extent  the  alnjve  views.     The  Department,  however,  will  otiserve 

bow  difficult  if  not  impossilde  it  will  be  to  remove  sunken  obstruc- 

ions  and  piling  in  shallow  water  under  lire — very  different  from  raft^ 

jr  booms,  floating  chains,  etc. 

The  Fingid  left  Savannah  and  has  got  to  the  mouth  of  8t.  Augustine 
3reck,  whether  to  try  Pulaski  and  run  bv  it  to  sea,  or  to  ^Vassaw  on 
ber  way  to  Ossabaw  to  convoy  the  Nushvilli\  I  koow  not,  but  movst 
[>rol»ah|y  the  latter.     I  aiu  waiting  for  the  weather  to  moderate  to  get 
le  PiU^alc  towed  to  W^assaw  in  order  to  intercei>t  the  Fhupd  and  pro- 
Bet  the  blockading  force  there,  but  these  monitors  are  so  unsafe  at 
sea  and  so  helpless  in  themselves  that  the  weather  must  be  narrowly 
watched. 

I  had  the  smokestack  of  the  I/'onskloi  taken  down  and  oi'dered  a  trial 
trip  to  be  niatk  without  it,  but  the  result  proved  so  unfavorable,  in 
(*onsetpience  of  the  escape  of  ga**,  particularly  in  the  engine  room,  that 
I  had  it  replaced.  I  then  direeteo  a  board  of  officers  to  examine  into 
the  pmeticability  of  removing  the  turret  forward,  w^here  it  should  have 
originally  been  placed,  but  the  board  has  reported  that,  though  in 

h every  way  desirable,  yet,  on  account  of  its  great  weight  (18  tons)  it  is 
ipipracticable,  with  tne  means  at  our  command,  to  move  it.  Where 
Biere  are  no  means  of  feeling  one's  way  with  the  lead  it  is  of  the  utmost 
iinp<irtancc  that  the  view  i^hould  be  clear  ahead.     A  greater  blunder  in 
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a  matter  of  so  much  [iiomcut  1  do  oot  remember  t<»  have  met  with 
liefore,  a«  the  veasol  may  be  ashore  before  ahe  b  half  in  aetion. 

EndoBed  is  Captain  Turner's  report  of  the  effect  of  eiitting  down  the 
8moke8tai"k,  which  further  iUu-strates  what  I  have  written  (enclosure. 
marked  No.  2).* 

Verv  ra^j>e€tfuily,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rett r- Admiral^  Omndg,  StnUh  AfJ^intic  Blockading  S^Kidrofu 

HoiL  Gideon  Weixes, 

Seoretanj  of  the  Navy^   Washin^ton^  D,  €. 


Bepart  of  CQminaiideT  WaxdeiiT  ^'  8-  Havy,  oommajsding^  U,  S.  S.  MoDtauk. 

U,  S.  S.   MONTAUK, 

Grmf  Ogeeohee  Utver,  Janvartf  ^7,  1S6S, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  re[>ort  that  this  vessel,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Jiitfies  Adger\  arrived  off  the  bar  at  Onsjibaw  Sound  at  1:50  p.  m,  on 
Satunlay,  :?4th  histaiit.  I  rej^irted  immediately  to  Captain  Green,  and 
on  ivturning  to  this  vessel  a  thick  fog  set  in.  At  3:  27  p.  m.  it  lifted 
so  that  1  wa?^  enabled  to  proceed  up  the  t*hannel  under  the  pilotage  of 
Mr.  Godfrey.  At  5:  in  p.  m.  the  fog  c^ompelled  us  to  anchor.  The 
fog  remained  with  us  all  day  Sunday,  being  so  den«e  that  we  were 
unable  to  proceed.  On  Monday  the  fog  hung  with  iv^  most  of  the 
morning,  during  which  time  I  called  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Senecdy  W^-Hmfilchm^  Ptnrf*  ^nnd  CI/*  ]f7///Vr?«w  together  and  arranged 
our  plans  of  attuck.  At  1 :  30  p*  m.  I  got  underway,  with  Mr,  Murphy 
jLs  pilot,  and  stood  up  the  river,  anchoring  just  outside  of  the  range  of 
Fort  McAULster,  During  the  afternoon  the  Sen/'ca^  WtAsahwkon^  the 
Dawn  towing  the.  f\  I*.  WiUutm.s,  came  up  and  anchored  in  line 
astern.  At  8  oVloek  one  boat  from  the  Sfm^ea  and  one  from  the  TF3>- 
sahwhm^  both  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Davi8,  proceeded 
up  the  river  to  reconnoiter  and  destroy  the  ran^e^  of  the  enemy ^a 
guns,  which  were  placed  near  Harvev^s  Cut.  This  service  was  per- 
tormcd  well,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis  rejjorted  to  eie  just 
before  midniglit.  lie  went  within  a  short  distance  of  the  obstructions 
of  spiles  and  from  appearances  came  t4>  the  conclusion  that  the  obstruc- 
tions wei^e  proteetea  by  torpedcjos. 

At  7  o'ckx'k  this  morning  I  got  underway,  followed  b}"  the  ve^^els 
enmiicnited,  taking  up  a  position  about  150  vfirds  below  the  obstruc- 
tions at  a  point  designatea  bv  a  tlag  placed  there  by  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Davis  last  night.  Tlie  other  vessels  anchored  in  line  about  H 
miles  astern. 

At  7: 35  a.  nu  we  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  After  firing  our  XI  and 
XV-inc!t  guns  once  tne  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  In  less 
than  an  hour  we  had  obttiined  our  mnges,  the  enemy's  fire  slackening. 
Their  practice  was  very  fine,  striking  us  quite  a  number  of  timers, 
doing  OS  no  damage.  Most  of  their  shot  struck  inside  of  15  feet 
from  us.     Our  practice  was  good,  the  enemy  replying  onlv  at  intervals. 

At  11: 15  a.  m.,  all  our  shells  being  expended  and  finding  our  solid 
shot  not  seriously  affecting  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease 
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id  stood  d<»wn  the  river,     A  miri  storoi  and  thick  weather  netting  in, 
IP  (^ther  vessels  were  withdniwu  out  of  range. 

The  eoeniy  have  a  very  ^troug  position.     I  send  the  Ihtfffxfil  with 

this  report,  and  shall  await  jour  further  orders.     I  hiive  no  easualtie^^ 

to  report  from  any  of  fhe  vessels.     If  another  attempt  is  to  In*  niade 

upon  the  fort,  1  shall  reipiire  more  ammunition.     Tne  gunboats  ako 

Bquire  a  supply  <)f  ammunition. 

Very  respeetfully,  yours,  ete., 

John  L.  Worden, 

Vfrmmander\ 
Rear-Adniiml  8.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Cafmfiandm//  Soiitk  AtlunUc  Bl^jckadinfj  Stjnudrrm. 


^ 


Report  of  Second  Aaaistant  Engmaer  fltepheni,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

Ekgus'e  Dept.,  U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Montauk, 

Off  Fo/i  McAlliMfi\  Ga.,Jmiuary'J7.  ISaS, 

Sin:  Kespectfully  I  make  the  following  report: 

With  hateh  and  air  jj^^rt   hjittle  covers  on,  heavy  banked  tires  in 

ilers*  and  25  pounds  of  steiun,  we  remained  in  condition,  during  the 

ight,  to  move  at  short  n€»tiee.     All  hands  were  called  at  5:?'5<)  a.  m. 

t  (>:  21»  spread  lires.  Engines  having  been  report^?d  rea<ly  for  motion 
all  hands  went  to  t^eneral  quarters,  stationed  as  follows: 

Si^i'uiid  Assistant  Engineer  Kohert  Potts  in  engine  room  at  engine 
starting  liars. 

At'ting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  D.  Forbes  in  engine 
room  at  engine  starting  bars. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Daniel  P.  McCartney,  with  three  men,  in 
urrct  room  at  the  fan-hlower  engines  and  turret  engines. 

Third  A.ssistant  Engineer  George  M.  Greene  detailed  as  Captain's 
aid. 

Second  watch  of  tirenien  and  coalpa^scrs  on  duty,  remained  at  tires. 

Third  watch  was  sent  to  report  to  officer  in  command  of  f>owder 
i vision  forward. 

First  watch  were  divided  jls  follows:  One  man  j>lace<l  w^itli  hand 
lautern  in  eacJi  passageway  conuuunicjiting  fore  antl  aft  the  vessi^l; 
one  uian  placed  in  each  coal  bunker;  one  at  bilge  pump  sti*ainers  with 
orders  to  re|KU't  any  accident  or  damage  at  once. 

The  oilers  took  positions  about  each  side  of  engines. 

Storekeei^r  was  ready  with  tools  in  t*ase  they  were  called  for. 

Fm  hose  were  attached  to  port  steam  pump  and  coiled  in  |:K>rt  pas- 
sage, ready  for  use. 

At  ^5:45  a-  m.  started  engines  ahead  fast  (forty-eight  revolutions). 
At  7:  17  a.  m.  stopf^ed,  ship  anchored  in  range  of  the  foi*t;  kept  low 
tires  with  from  25  to  30  pounds  of  steam.  At  7:  30  our  first  giui  tired. 
At7:'85  a  rebel  shot  struck  the  vessel.  At  8:05  a.  m.  a  shot  struck 
lower  section  of  smokepipe  with  force,  making  an  indentation,  but 
causing  no  materia!  injury  to  it.  The  ririntjf  from  turret  seemed  slow 
arid  deliberate  to  those  in  engine  room;  the  smoke  from  guns  was 
forced  rapidly  into  fireroom  at  each  discharge,  but  wiis  w^ell  diluted 
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with  air  by  the  fan.s,  and  rapidly  piinsed  out  throut;rlj   fynuicf^s  and 
.suiokt»pipii,  cuiHiTitr  no  unusuul  cliscoTiifort.     The  ti^niperature  during 
the  action  did  not  exceed  104'  ;  average  for  whole  tinie  of  action  (four  I 
hours),  103-  Fahrenheit.     The  i^oiiiid  or  report  of  cnir  gun.s  w^as  not 
acute,  as  when  standint''  by  during  a  discharge  on  the  open  deck,  but 
was  heavy  and  dull.    Tne  concussion  of  air  Heenied  in.signitii^uit,  except 
when  the  guns  were  fired  aft,  then  deck  and  twilers  seemed  to  spring! 
up  an  inch  or  more,  ciuising  apprehensions  of  leakage  from  the  nuraer- 
ouM  tulML^  joint*5  of  the  boilers.     We  were  aware  of  this  vessel  being 
struck  many  times  by  the  rebels'  shot,  but  could  not  distinguish  where  . 
except  when  striking  overhead,  and  could  not  then  re4ili2e  any  danger' 
from  them. 

At  10: 15  and  iO;  20  a.  m.  started  ahead  slow  for  a  few  oiinutei^ 
each  time.  At  11:50  alt  hands  were  ''piped  down,''  then  called  to 
'Uip  anchor/"'  At  12:05  noon  sUirted  anead  slow  until  12:45  p.  m. 
Stopped,  anchored,  then  removed  air  port  Imttle  covers  from  over 
tirerooni  and  cleaned  fires  and  machinery. 

There  was  no  increase  of  water  in  the  bilge  more  than  usual  during 
the  a<'tion,  neither  has  there  been  any  damage  discovered  in  l>oiIers, 
engines,  or  department,  excepting  the  breakage  of  glass  articles  by 
the  e<mcuHsion,  such  as  lamps,  thennouieters,  etc.  Considering  the 
performance  of  the  Imilers,  engines,  and  machinery  of  this  vessel  sat- 
isfactory during  the  action,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  this  as  my  report 
for  the  day* 

Tiios.   A.  Stephens, 

Senior  Enginetr. 

Captain  John  L.  Wokden. 


(tenf  raioJatorf  l«tter  of  Bear -Admiral  Bn  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy»  to  Commamdor  Worden,  tJ>  •♦ 

KaTy. 

Wabash, 

My  Dear  CA^TAI^:  You  have  nmnagcd  everything  jiidicionslv  And 
we  have  atMjuired  vahiaiile  information.  Further  success  depended  in 
my  mind  uix»n  the  character  and  distance  of  the  obstructions  from  the 
fort. 

I  am  sending  home  for  more  ammunition.     I  recommend  your  pre- 
venting any  ill-considered  reyjort.s  reaching  the  press  and  magnifying | 
your  attack  into  a  repulse. 

Please  give  my  regards  to  your  clever  a.ssociates,  (fibson.  Davis* 
and  Barnes. 

I  will  acknowledge  your  report,  of  course,  in  a  more  official  form 
than  by  the  letter  which  goes  with  this.  The  only  fault  I  find  is  the 
tremendous  amount  of  amnnmition  consumed  by  gun1x>at/^,  particu- 
larly by  Barnes  with  his  ritle  guiK 

With  thanks  to  Him  who  overrules  all  these  things  that  you  are  all 
spared,  I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont. 

Commander  J.  L.  Worden, 

Motitank, 
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Order  of  Eear- Admiral  Dn  Pont,  TJ*  8.  Navy,  to  Commflnder  Worden,  U,  8.  Navy,  regarding 

a  ranewal  of  the  attack. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Sir;  I  Imve  received  yuiir  rt^poit  ut  operations  in  the  Ofjeochee. 
ITnlesH  you  ran  {ret  nearer  the  fort  l»y  the  ivTiioval  of  the  oljstriietions 
and  torpedoes,  I  see  no  advantaij^e  \\%  renew inj^^  the  attack  upon  it. 

You  will  please  order  tlie  Dawfi  up  lie  re  wit  hoot  delay*  I  need  not 
add  how  eareful  you  .should  he  if  ^ou  make  any  attempt  to  deal  with 
the  torpedoes. 

If  you  ean  spare  tlie  JttmrH  Ad(/rr  I  wish  her  to  tow  the  Passtrk'  to 
Wa8!*aw  or  the  Savannah  River. 

Respectfully,  your  olx^dieut  servant, 

S.  F.  I>IT    PoNTj 
Rmr-Admlnil^  Cimid</,  Smtt/t  Atlantle  Blockmlmg  Squ^drmi. 

Commander  J.  L.  Worden, 

U,  S,  S\  Mont(fffl\  Sefihff  (^ffiWr  JW^stnt^  Omafmuh 
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Abstract  log  TJ.  B.  8.  Montank,  Commander  Wordeu,  17,  S.  Navy,  commandiiig* 

Janudry  25,  ISSS. — Getting  ship  ready  for  action, 

Jiinmfftf20.—\i  1:^10 p.  m.  st^trted  up  the  O^'eecliee  River.  At  7 
saw  a  litj^ht  over  the  marsh  in  tlie  direction  of  Coffee  Bluff.  At  7:45 
two  boats  on  expeditionary  duty  passed  up  from  the  fleet. 

JiinH/jpf/  '^7.  At  (i:  80  a.  m.  ffot  underway  and  stood  up  the  river. 
At  7:8^)  anchored  Indow  the  hattery  alx>ut  1,*K>0  yards,  on  the  Big 
Ogeecher  River,  about  7tKJ  yards  below  the  obstructions.  At  7:25 
Iveat  to  quarters  and  opened  tire  with  shell,  which  was  irn mediately 
answerecl  by  the  eneniy  with  eight  heavy  guns,  i'ontinued  the 
engagement  until  11:55,  when  we  ceased  tiring  on  account  of  not  hav- 
ing proper  amnuaiition  to  contiTUie  the  engagement.  At  this  time  the 
enemy  had  but  two  guns  mounted,  and  were  tiring  at  intervals  of 
about  twelve  Qunutes*  At  12;  B>  lifted  onr  anchor  and  steamed  back 
to  our  former  moorings,  where  we  anchored  at  12:^^0  p.  in.  The  fol- 
lowing projectiles  were  expended  during  the  action:  XV-incb  ^run — 
2  hollow  shot,  2  5'Seeond  shell,  lt>  7-seeond  shell,  5  iO-seeond  shell,  1 
15-second  shelK  35  cartridges.  From  XI -inch  gun— ^5  solid  shot,  3 
5-second  shell,  24  10-seeond  shell,  H  15-second  shell.  During  the 
action  we  were  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot  as  follows:  Four  times  in 
tnrret.  once  in  smokestack,  four  times  on  deck,  three  times  in  wide 
plating,  once  in  boat  spars,  sinking  second  cutter,  also  a  numlx^r  of 
times  by  fragments  of  shelh  The  Whfia/4frkf/n,  tSencat^  Dniim^  and 
mortur  schooner  61  I\  Willluttfs  part icijja ted  in  the  engagement;  no 
ciisualties. 


Abitract  log  of  tho  IT.  S.  B.  Beneea,  Lieut«iiant-Commaiider  W.  Oibson,  U<  8.  Navy, 

commandiiig. 

January  5?ff,  186S, — In  Ogcechee  River.  From  8  to  meridian:  Com- 
menced preparing  the  vessel  for  battle  by  putting  the  chains  up  and 
down  the  outside  of  the  vessel  amidships;  sand  bags  on  the  inside  of 
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the  coal  bunkers  to  protect  the  enpfiiies.  At  l:3i>  p.  in,  the  Mtmtank 
got  underway  and  steunied  up  the  river*  At  2:  (15  |>.  m.  the  Wi^Hohu^hm 
eame  in  arid  followetl  tlit*  MontattJc.  Got  an  iron  hox  on  the  fore- 
ero88treeH  for  the  lookout.  Shifted  wonio  sand  Im^'.s  fi-oin  the  port 
bunker  ttj  the  sturljoard  Hide  of  the  deck.  Fini^^bed  tittoi|^  the  chfun8 
up  and  down  tlie  port  side  amidships  of  the  ves^^eL  Furled  sHil.  At 
3  p.  HL  the  masthead  man  reporteci  a  vessel  eomiiig  through  Routerly 
Mar^h  with  'l^s  at  the  fore.  At  7:40  p.  ni.  sent  aw^ay  the  cutter,  in 
chat'ge  of  Mr.  Kogcrs,  to  reconnoiter  and  remove  ob^tructionH  in  the 
river  above  u«. 

'/a?}ua/'t/  27, — Frooi  4  to  8  a.  ni.:  Light  breezes  from  the  southward, 
with  passmg  clouds.  At  0: 40  the  Mt>ntfHd'  got  underw  ay  and  stood  up 
the  river.  At  T  u.  m.  up  anchor  and  stood  up  the  river  and  called  all 
hands  to  <[uarters.  At  7: 11*  a.  m.  tired  the  ritle  gun*  No  reply  from 
the  battery.  At  7:25  battery  opened  and  the  aetion  became  general. 
At  7:40  a.  ui.  let  go  the  port  anchor.  'Vh^^Mmnhlrhms  /Anm^mid 
mortar  sehooner  anchored  in  line  of  battle  astern  of  us.  From  H  to 
meridian:  Swinging  to  the  tlood.  At  8:1^0  a.  m.,  not  }>eing  able  to 
}>ring  our  guns  to  hear^  ceased  tiring.  At  l*;'^n  a.  m.  couunenced 
tiring.  At  12  meridian  cea^sed  tiring,  and  moved  fai'ther  down.  Used 
3(»  XI  ifirh  shell  and  57  ritle  shell.  Weather  clear;  wind.  S.  8.  W. 
From  meridian  to  4  ]>.  m.:  Ijight  airs  from  W.  S,  W.,  cloudy  and 
miny.  Reeeived  on  iMjard  from  the  ZMJfod/l  202  2-]iound  charges  of 
powdei'  and  48  patent  charges  foi"  the  Parrott  gun. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  tr,  8.  8.  Wissabiokon,  Liemtenant-Commftuder  DavU,  U.  8.  Havy, 

comtnaniiizi^. 

JitutMn/  '^7\  If%'L — At  anchor  in  the  Ogeectiee  Rivei'  m  c<mipany 
with  the  ji/fmffiifi\  Sfin'ca,  />/a/v^  and  mortar  sehtmner  ( ',  l\  WUltamn. 
At  B:.%5  a.  m,  tlie  Mnnfauk  got  underway  and  moved  up  river,  followed 
by  the  U.  S.  gurdxnit  St^uvfL  At  7:30  wc  got  underway,  followed  by 
the  I'.  S.  gunboat  iMifn  and  mortar  schctoncr  (\  I\  HV////////^,  and 
took  position  astern  of  the  X/i/rv/and  ahout  1*{  miles  from  the  battery 
on  Cicnesis  Point.  At  7:40  the  Srveca  opened  tire  on  tiie  battery, 
followed  l>y  the  Mo}tfafd\  At  7:4t)  we  opened  lire  with  the  Xl-inch 
gun,  20-pounder  Parrott,  and  12-[>ouo<ler  how^itzer,  after  which  the 
ac*tion  became  genenil.  From  S  to  moiidian,  tiring  at  intervals. 
Meridian  to  4  p.  m, :  First  two  hours  moderate  breeze  from  southward 
and  westward;  last  two,  wind  from  northw^ardand  westward  and  strong, 
with  rain.  At  12:80  p,  m.  ceased  tiring.  Anuimnition  expended: 
Xldnch  gun,  H4  shell;  ^o-pninder  Parrott,  li^  shell;  12-pounder  ritle 
howitzer,  11*  shell.  At  1  p.  m.  the  v€\ssels  got  underway  and  moved 
down  the  river.     At  1:20  eame  to  anchor. 


■ 


Abftrafli  log^  U.  B.  8.  Bawn,  l.ietit«nant-C<imiiiander  fiames*  U.  S.  Kary,  commanding, 

Januari/  27,  /AY>J.— At  7  a.  in.  weighed  anchor,  took  schooner  in 
tow\  and,  in  company  with  the  ironclad  2ftifitau/c  and  gunboats  Stn.fM 
and  Wlsstf/ut'lmi^  ran  up  fOgeechee  KiverJ  and  engaged  Fort  McAllis- 
t<^r.  At  12:50  p.  m.  steamed  back  to  our  former  anchorage,  having 
Iired  from  lOO-pounder  Parrott  ritk  55  shelb  and  11  solid  shot;  from 
j^O-pounder  Farrott  31  ^shells. 
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Abstract  log  U,  S.  gchooner  C.  P.  Williams*   Acting  Master  Freeman^  tJ.  B.  Navy, 

conu&anding. 

January  'M^  1863. — Kt  5:30  p.  in,  amic*  to  anchor  in  Ogeecher  Uiver. 

JmtiHtry  27, — At  7:*10  a.  m*  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Ihtvm 
and  placed  in  |iositiim  for  bombardin^^  Fort  MoAllisti^r.  At  7:45 
a.  m.  opened  tire  from  the  mortar.  Continued  netion  until  12  nierid- 
ian.  Discharged  IS  rounds  from  mortar,  31  from  Parrott  nt1<\  and  t> 
from  broadside  gun  (S2'pounder).  At  12:10  p.  ni.  were  taken  in  tow 
by  ttie  Iktffodll  and  placed  in  our  former  position. 


L«tter  from  Eoar-Admiral  Bu  Pont,  TT-  8.  ITavy,  to  Commander  Worden,  TJ.  8.  Havy*  regard- 
ing nowipaper  reporters. 

Fi^Gsnir  Wabash, 
Patt  Rayal  Harh^r,  S.  (\,  Janum-y  30,  1863, 

Sir:  A  long  and  detailed  account  of  your  opeiiition.s  ag'ainst  the 
l»attery  in  the  O^^eecbee,  written  hy  Mr,  Oshon,  was  received  this 
juornint^  too  lab^  to  go  by  the  Vircamian. 

1  wa.s  of  course  aware  that  Mr.  O^hcdi  was  on  l»oai'd  the  Montauk^ 
hut  I  did  ndt  intend  that  he  should  be  there  as  a  re|x>rter  for  his  paj^er 
until  after  tlic  operations  on  Charleston,  having  refused  to  permit 
ejtiier  reporters  at  Hilton  Head  to  go  on  this  expedition. 

This  communication  of  Mr.  Osbon-s  is  olijectioriable  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons,  and  can  not,  therefore,  l>e  forwarded  by  mail: 

1,  IWiiusc  it  is  writt-en  from  the  ship  and  would  naturaUv  be  sup- 
posed to  come  from  one  of  the  officers,  and  is  therefore  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  my  (ireiieral  Order  No.  H,  which  I  have  enforced  \'igorouHly  in 
this  Siiuadron. 

2,  Beoiuse  it  give^i  information  which  would  be  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  rebels  on  many  material  points,  particularly  in  enabling  them  to 
perfert  their  defenses  at  Charleston. 

H.  That  it  magnifies  the  object  of  the  expt^dition,  predicts  succes-seflj 
whicli  werf*  not  borne  out  by  results. 

1  have  always  lM>en  liberal  to  reiK)rters,  but  I  can  nt)t  permit  all  our 
prelinu'nary  experiments  in  view  of  the  attack  upon  Charleston  to  l>e 
nnide  puhlic— experiuietTt^  of  the  utmost  value  to  us,  which,  however, 
would  be  neutralized  if  ]>ublished  to  the  enemy  beforehand. 

It  IS  my  pur]iose  whni  the  attack  on  Charlestxm  is  made,  and  when 
definite  results  must  liapjK^n,  to  permit  all  the  members  of  the  press 
who  desire  it  and  tan  he  accounuodated  to  be  present,  but  even  in  this 
case  their  letters  must  show  that  they  are  written  by  reporters  and 
not  by  otiieers  of  the  Navy, 
Respect  full  V,  etc,, 

a  F,  Du  Pr»NT, 

Rmr-Adm  rt^tiL 
Commander  •Iohn  L,  Worden, 

IL  *S',  iV.  Mmitauk. 


Eeport  of  General  Beanregard,  C.  S>  Army,  Commanding  tlie  Department  of  8ontb  Carolina. 

Georgia,  and  Florid  a  > 

CiiARLKSTON,  S.  C-,  Jmiuaty  m,  1863, 
Two   enemy*s    gurd^oats  and   three  steamei's  attacked   hw  several 
houii4  ye-sterday  [Fort  McAllister],  (ienesis  Point,  on  GrcatO^^'^Q.Wyt-, 


'i 


Sfj*)  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    HLOCKALINO    >^QirADRON. 

Attju-k  repulspd;  iioImkIv  hurt   in   fort.     Two  t^ttmmcrs  went  out  this 
hurUor  sjifoly  lust  iiijiflit  unci  one  oanie  in  with  vurious  army  supplies. 

(t.  1\  Hkaurkgakd. 
General  S.  Oooper, 

Atljutmtt  and  Tn^^peator' Getwral, 


(hilrr  of  CmmiuvHAlev  Wnnkm^  &\  S,  Navy^  to  Cmnmwmder  PaUermn^ 
U*  S.  Nfmy^  amumindmg  IL  S.  S.  James  Adyet\ 

U.   S.  S.  MONTAUK, 

Oijeeclwe  RkkT^  Janimnj  ^^^  ISfiS. 
Sih:  You  will  proeeod   without  AAwy   to   Port  RoyaU  S.  C,  uml 
roporl  to  Roar'Adniiiul  S*  F,  I)u  IVnt, 

Very  resp<^f*t fully,  3'out"  oUt^diout  ;s(*rvant, 

J  (J  UN    L.    WORDEN, 

Cfnnmmnier, 
Coniniaii(hM'  T.  II.  Patterson, 

i  't^mtHiituliitif  IL  S,  iV.  Jd/zux  Adg^r. 


Report  of  VapUtra  THrnei\  l\  X.  Smnf^  rt.gardihg  tkv  rffert^  of  rkMimjg 
dimm  thr  HiiHfhMiti*k  of  the  f'*  S,  S.  Nr^f  IronHhleH. 

IL  S.  Steam  Frigate  New  Ironsides, 

F*ort  Roijifl  Ilarht/r^  Jannurt/  £9^  1S63. 

Admiral:  Th(^  smokestack  of  thin  ship  ha\iri^  been  cut  down  by 
the  fli  recti  on  of  the  Navy  Depurtuient  to  within  at>out  4  feet  of  the 
deek,  hniviutr  the  line  of  sicrht  ahead  entirely  clear,  by  your  order  I 
jrot  tiie  ship  underway  to  itseertiiin  whether  anj'  inconvenient  e  would 
arise  to  the  occupants  of  the  tui'ret  from  the  emission  of  ^as  and  cin- 
ders tlirown  out  and  tl riven  aft  by  the  wind  from  the  stack  cut  down 
to  tl  point  much  Indow  the  loop  or  sight-holeH  of  the  turret.  1  have 
the  honor  to  re|>ort  the  n^sult. 

The  wind  was  fresh  and  I  steamed  ahead,  head  to  it,  at  the  rat^  of 
about  4  miles  un  hour.  I  then  took  my  position  in  the  turret,  whilst 
moving  at  that  rate,  tfie  wind  dead  ahead,  to  verify  the  effect*  Much 
inconvenience  wjls  felt  l^y  everyone  un  the  spar  and  gun  decks  alwift 
from  the  prevalence  of  gas  before  I  left  the  deck.  In  ascending  to 
the  platform  of  the  turret  I  found  the  atmosphere  so  saturated  with 
gas  %\<^  to  occasion  even  more  inconvenience  and  oppression  than  I  had 
felt  on  deck.  Without  con luuinica ting  tlie  etiect  u^xm  myself,  I 
directed  the  tirst  lieutenant  tirst,  and  then  the  chief  engineer,  to  take 
their  places  in  the  turret,  successively,  and  to  report  their  experience. 

They  both  agreed  upon  the  inuinu'titnibility  of  remaining  them 
under  the  circumstances  any  lengtli  of  time,  and  professed  to  have 
su  tie  red  even  more  than  I  had  done,  f  then  directed  the  surgeon  to 
go  there  and  to  report  to  me  his  impressions  of  the  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  as  atfected  Ijy  those  causes.  His  report  varied  uniteriallv 
from  the  opinions  formed  bv  myself,  tirst  lieutenant,  and  chief  engi- 
neer; he  had  not  experience*!  such  great  inconvenience,  and  thought  it 
not  so  bad  as  it  was  below  decks;  and  that  in  his  pulgment,  and  sjienk- 
ing  from  his  own  experience,  thi^re  would  arise,  under  the  circum- 
stances, no  serious  dithculty  in  holding  tliat  position  for  several  haul's; 
at  the  same  time  he  charged  that  grmt,  even  greater,  ineonvenienc© 


SOrTH  ATLANTIC  HLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 


551 


would  be  felt  on  the  ^iin  deck  alwift,  where  a  veiy  large  ouiubcM-  of 
men,  a.s  a  matter  of  course,  would  be  stationed  m  action,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  his  sufferings  upon  the  gun  deck  from  thm  cause,  before 
gom^  into  the  turret,  anected  hi«  judgment  as  to  the  amount  of  gas 
the  air  was  laden  with  there. 

Again,  the  rhit^f  engineer  reported  to  me  that  feeding  the  furnace^s 
during  this  entire  time  was  productive  to  the  firemen  of  so  much  Huf- 
fering,  Ifor  the  want  of  a  .sufficient  draft,  jw  to  make  it  almost  impossi- 
ble tti  keep  tlie  furnace  doors  open. 

In  regard  to  tht'  annoyance  of  cinders,  not  nuieh  inconvenience  was 
felt,  but  it  must  be  rememlkered  that  the  fire.s  had  l>een  liut  a  short 
time  kindhid,  and  the  chief  engineer  is  of  opinion  that  had  they  have 
been  in  full  l>last.  and  making  and  throwing  otf  i-apidly  cinders  and 
ashes,  another  great,  if  not  gi*eater,  object ioiu  woiila  be  inte imposed  to 
the  redui'lion  of  the  smoke-stack  so  blinding  to  the  eyvs  as  not  only  to 
make  the  turret  untenalde,  but  to  enilmniiH.s  the  crew  seriously  in 
tht'ir  peformance  at  the  guns. 

1  am  therefore  contirmed  in  my  own  experience  by  the  reports  of 
these  oHii'ers  that  the  altei'ation  can  not  be  made  without  seriously 
imjmiring  the  eihciency  of  this  ship  in  action.  Of  course  I  have 
made  the  experiment  under  the  worst  circumstances— wind  fre^iih  and 
ahead— 1  ait  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  under  any  circumstances, 
enduring  for  several  hours  with  the  smokestack  down,  the  whole  ship 
would  be  so  tilled  with  gas  [is  to  create  much  suffering  and  partially  to 
disable  the  crew,  and  that  it  might  hazard  the  rhances  of  a  successful 
[.action. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1,  Turner, 

RiMir- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cftitun(ffi*!hig  South  Aflantie  Bkwhidmg  SquadTon. 
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Capture  of  the  Hienmer  Pn)u:4'HH  Ro\jal  h/  the  U*  S*  iS.  UnadUla^  Janu- 

trry  ^,9,  18€:L 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dti  Pont  tJ.  S.  Havy, 

[No.  60.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harho)\  S.  (\^  Jatmary  3U  186S, 
Sik:  1  have  the  honor  t*}  re^Kirt  the  capture,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  instant,  of  the  screw  steiinier  I*rhfrj<.^  lioyal^  whilst  attempting 
to  run  the  !>lorka(h^  into  Charleston,     The  following  are  the  circm- 
stances  conneeted  with  her  capture: 

At  ;i:15  a.  m.,  a  blue  light  was  okserveil  on  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Una- 
difht^  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbnsh,  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, supposed  to  he  from  the  schooner  Blo/tt.  The  IhmdUIn  slipped 
cable  ancf  stood  inshore  in  a  northweserly  direction,  guided  \y\  a  rocket 
thrown  up  in  the  direction  in  which  the  strange  steamer  wai*  steerin^f; 
this  rocket  also  appeared  to  come  from  the  Bluuf.  After  standing  m 
a  mile  and  a  halt,  Ijieutenant'Commander  Quackenbush  observed  a 
steamer  standing  along  the  land,  in  the  direction  of  Charleston*  He 
tired  two  shots  at  her,  when  her  course  was  altered  toward  the  l>eseh, 
and  ishe  wa^  run  ashore-     Two  officers  and  an  anncd  boat's  <'rew  were 
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immediately  sent  to  take  po^yession.  She  proved  to  l>e  the  iron  steamer 
(prf)|K'llrr)  IVinrrm  Rornd^  last  from  Kemuida,  four  days  oat,  and 
laden,  a8  far  as  he  eould  learn ^  with  rifled  g'uns,  arms,  ammunition, 
steiim  eng'iiieh  for  the  ironelads,  and  an  assorted  eargo. 

On  taking  |x>sse.ssion,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  captain.  super(*jirTO, 
pilot,  and  some  of  the  petty  otfieern,  and  a  passenger  had  left  the  snip 
when  she  struek  and  eneajied  to  the  shore,  wliirh  fact  was  substantiated 
by  the  chief  mate,  mider  supercargo,  and  chief  en^fineer,  as  well  an  by 
Hceing  the  two  oiis^in^  boat«  lying  on  the  fjcach  desert€*d. 

By  the  active  exertions  of  Acting  Master  E.  Van  Sice  and  Acting 
Ensitrii  K,  iVf .  I'ornell,  c*f  the  fJmiatUa^  assisted  by  boats-  i-rews  from 
the  C.  S.  steamers  Flou^atonuj  and  Autpf'^^tif  and  schooners  Blufif  and 
Avreru-a,  aided  by  two  of  the  etigineers  of  the  prize,  she  wa8  got  off 
withoirt  sustaining  any  injury. 

There  not  being  sufficient  coal  on  board  of  the  PHncem  Royal  to 
s(^nd  her  noith,  she  was  ordered  liy  the  senior  officer  to  this  port  to 
obtiiin  a  supply.  No  papers  jx^rtiihjing  to  ship  or  cargo  were  found 
on  board  of  her  at  the  time,  except  the  shipping  articles  and  a  log  book, 
but  afti^r  her  arrival  here  Acting  Master  Van  Sice,  of  the  UnadUla^ 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  prize,  dist*overed,  accidentally,  in  looking 
over  the  side,  certain  papers  which  had  lodgetl  in  the  f»*n<ler  in  the 
attempt  to  throw  them  overboard.  These  refer  princi|>ally  to  the 
cargo,  and  with  the  papers  befoi*e  mentioned  (which  were  all  that  were 
found  on  board)  will  Ijc  forwarded  to  the  W  S.  district  judge  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  under  supercargo,  Hoxley;  the  chief  mate,  Shaw;  the 
captain's  clerk,  a  young  man  named  Hacksley,  whose  father  is  said  to 
\hi  iuteresUnl  in  the  cargo;  two  of  the  engin€H»rs;  and  several  of  the 
Hremen  go  north  in  the  prize.  The  rest  ai  the  crew  will  hv  sent  by  the 
tirst  op|)ortuuity. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  l^^rptirtmeiit  ti»  tin-  fac*t  that  in 
this  prize  are  two  complete  engines  said  to  be  of  great  power,  and 
intended  for  ironclads,  and  respectfully  submit  whether  art  early  use 
could  not  bi'  made  of  them  in  two  new  ironclads  Iniilt  to  receive  tlieiu  ? 

I  send  the  Prtm\m  Royal  to  Philadeluhia  under  charge  id'  Acting 
Master  E.  Van  Sice,  executive  officer  of  tne  F/iftdUiff,  for  adjudication, 
not  wishing  to  expose  such  a  valuable  prize  to  any  risk  fniui  gales  off 
the  tfi^rsey  ctjast,  and  I  have  written  to  Conmn>dore  Stribling  to  render 
her  ev**ry  assistance  he  can,  should  there  be  ice  in  the  Delaware. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  <  *f  the  UufffidtH  (No.  L).  Listsi 
of  other  vessels  entitled  to  a  sliure  in  the  prize  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  received.  I  also  enclose  an  ex t met  from  the  t'liarh  slou  Cour- 
ier  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  referring  to  the  capture  of  the  PnnciSH  Roytd 
(No.  2).^ 

Very  resixictfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
AV//  r-Adm  md^  (hm  dg .  Sfm  f  h  A  fla  n  t  !c  Bhn  -^  a  din  g  Stj  mti  Ir**  n , 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllk*i, 

Seef'eturyoftheNmnj,   Wai<hmyfmi,i  IK  C 

[Endijsurt?.] 
Krtrncifrom  the  Charieffton  limit/  Cmirur  of  January  SO,  JSfJS. 

Otipture  of  the  British  steamer  Prtncfj*,^  RayaL — The  steiun  propel- 
ler,  Princtm  Roytd^  Captain  Lawson,  from  Glai^gow,  via  London, 
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wh<*ro  she  took  in  cargo,  St.  J«>lin's  (Newfoimdland),  Halifax  (Nova 
Ser»tia),  and  Bermuda,  havinir  left  the  latter  port  nn  Friday,  2^^i 
instant,  was  t-aptnred  at  an  early  hour  yesteroav  morninji^  ufl  thi.s 
port  by  tlie  Yunkoe  blockadors.  Sho  was  suddenly  ^surroundtnl  tiy  a 
iuinil)er  of  the  fleet  before  daylif,''ht,  and  the  offieers  htid  to  run  tier  on 
the  Ijeach  of  Long  I,sland  a8  the  1>e8t  resource  left  to  them.  During 
yei!iterday  the  light-draft  Yankee  steamers  got  a  tow  line  to  her  and 
succeeded  iu  getting  her  off  before  high  water.  Captfiin  Thoman 
Craig,  the  Charleston  pilot;  Mr,  Weston,  a  pat^senger,  of  Georgetown, 
8.  C;  and  two  othei-  persony^  es(^flped  from  her  in  a  Tmat  and  rt^aehed 
the  eity  last  evening.  Valuable  dispat^dies,  which  were  on  board, 
from  Captain  Maury;  C,  S,  Navy,  now^  in  Europe,  to  the  Confederate 
Government,  have  In^en  saved  and  brought  to  the  city.  The  Priurr^ 
Rfq/it!  had  on  Iniard  a  cargo  of  groat  value  to  us,  consisting  of  naichin- 
ery  for  gunboats,  Whit  worth  guns,  rifles,  jx>wder,  and  some  w^orkmen 
who  were  to  instruct  parties  here  in  reference  to  the  manufacture  of 
new"  projectiles.  The  bulk  of  her  freight  w^as  al»Gut  t:^tH)  tons  weight 
and  nieasunmient*  Captain  Lawson  was  sick  in  the  cabin  at  the  time 
of  the  capture,  and  has  had  a  terrible  voyage,  experiencing  tcrritie 
gales  in  nigh  Northen  latitudes,  and  wtis  comi>elled  to  put  into  St. 
John's  (Newfoundland),  Halifax  (Nova  Scotia),  and  Bennuda,  it*  order 
to  cnal  his  vessel. 

Tbe  steauier  i'ttrrufhia^  from  Wilmington,  N.  C,  had  arrived  safely 
at  Bermuda,  and  the  steamer  Memmac  w^as  still  there^  they  V»eing  the 
only  vessels  in  port. 


Beport  of  Captain  Taylor,  TS.  S.  IXwvj,  fl«nioT  Qffie«r  off  Cbarleiton,  S.  C. 

U,  S.  S,   HOUSATONIC, 

Of  Charhstfm,  Janumy  M,  JSOS. 
Sir:  1  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  F^nglish  steatuer  IVinceft^ 
litnfiii  by  the  gun  bout  fjfimlilhf  early  yesterday  morning, 

1  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant'Cbmniandcr  Quack- 
enbush  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Keed. 

I  also  enclose  a  report*  of  Acting  Master  Baker,  from  which  it 
appears  that  anotlier  steamer  was  m  company,  which  protiahly  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  in. 

It  has  been  represented  lo  me  that  the  prize  has  not  sufiicient  coal 

^011  board  to  make  it  safe  for  her  to  go  on  the  Northern  coast  at  this 

seasuTi,  aful   as  her  cargo  requires  soine   I'estowage  tcj  bring  iicr  into 

prtjoer  trim,  1  have  directed  LieMteiiant-CV>uimander  Quackentiush  to 

seno  her  to  Vovi  Koyal. 

1  have  also  directed  Commander  Strong,  of  the  Fiag^  to  transfer  to 
her  all  those  men  who  were  ordered  to  go  north  in  the  Hiarkjitime, 
They  will  serve  as  a  prize  crew,  and  will  thus  enable  the  [rmuiHiu  to 
preserve  her  present  complemer^t. 
^K        I  trust  these  steps  will  meet  your  approbation, 
^■^         I  am,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oiw^dient  servant, 
^^^K  Wm.  Rogers  Taylor* 

^^^^r  Captam  and  Sinmr  Officer  /W>tetit» 

^V      Rear-Admiial  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

^H  Comd^.  South  Atiuntw  Blocl(d<^.  Squadf^on^  Pifyrt  Royal ^  S.  t\ 
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Report  of  tientoaanl-Ck^mnifkiider  Qusfikenbnsli*  U.  B.  HaTy,  conuaajidiiig  IT.  8.  8,  XTnadilla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Off  Ohitrkston,  S.  6'.,  Jmniary  SO,  18€S. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  iron  screw 

steiimer  PrmeesM  Rt^tjal  hy  this  vessel  at  8:  HO  i\.  iii,  on  the  29th  iristiiut. 

The  following  are  tlie  circumstances  connected  with  her  capture: 

At  ^:J:15a.  in,  a  bhie  li^ht  wujs  obscrv^ed  in  an  cjLsterly  direction, 
supposed  to  l»c  from  the  Bchoonor  Blunt;  inuiiediat^ly  called  all  hands, 
clipped  the  cable,  atid  8tix)d  inshoTO  in  a  northwesterly  direction, 
guided  by  a  rocket  thrown  up  in  the  direction  the  strange  steamer  wai^ 
steering.  The  rocket  also  appeared  to  come  from  the  Blunt.  After 
stiinding  in  about  a  mile  and  a  half  I  observed  the  steamer  standing 
along  the  land  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  I  tired  two  shots  at  her, 
when  her  coni-se  was  altered  toward  the  beach,  and  she  ran  ashore. 
I  immediately  sent  two  otficei's  and  an  armed  boat's  crew  to  take 
possession  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  iron  screw  (oropeller)  Pnn- 
ceHx  liot/frK  last  from  Bcrnmda,  four  days  out^  and  laden,  as  far  as  I 
could  learn,  with  rifled  guns,  arms,  ammunition,  steam  engines  for 
ironclads  building  in  Charleston,  and  an  assorted  cargo.  On  taking 
possession  it  was  itscertained  that  the  captain ,  supen^rgo,  pilot,  some 
of  the  petty  officers,  and  a  passenger  had  left  the  ship  when  she  struck 
and  esaipt»d  to  shore,  which  fact  was  substantiated  by  the  chief  mate, 
under  supercargo,  and  chief  engineer;  also  by  seeing  the  two  missing 
boats  lying  on  the  l>each  deserted.  No  papers  pertaining  to  ship  or 
cargo  were  found  on  board  other  than  the  shipping  articles.  The  iiiate, 
Mr.  Shaw,  and  under  supercargo,  Mr.  Thomaa  Hoxley,  acknowledged 
that  the  vessel  was  bound  to  Charleston  with  a  cargo  mostly  intended 
for  the  rebel  Government, 

The  only  vessels  I  am  certain  were  in  signal  distance  were  the  steam 
sloop  of  war  I/omakmJe,  schooner  Bfuj^f,  and  schooner  Amrriea. 
Very  respectfully,  your  olM?ilient  servant, 

[S.  P,  Quack KNBUSH.] 

Captain  William  R.  TA\TiOR, 

Senhtr  Officer  fff  VhudeMm^, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Quaekenbush  forgot  to  sign  this  report,  but 
to  save  time  I  send  it  as  it  is. 

Wm,  Rogkrs  Taylor, 
Captam  and  Senior  Ojfiver  PreaetiL 


AddiUouAl  report  of  Lientanaut-Coinmander  Qaackenbaiht  IF,  8,  ITrnTj^  commanding  U,  i.  8, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Off  CharUston,  S.  C%  January  30,  1S6S, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  paiiers  connected 
with  the  capture  of  the  screw  steamer  Pnuc^^sa  Htn/fd  whilst  atUnupt- 
ing  to  run  into  Charleston,  8.  C,  with  a  ciirgo  contmband  i»f  war.  She 
was  run  ashore  about  Hi  miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort 
Sumter,  Through  the  active  exertions  of  Acting  Master  Edw»  Van 
Sice  and  Acting  Ensign  R»  M,  Cornell,  assisted  by  officers  and  boats' 
crews  from  the  Ilmmiimiie^  Auymtu^  schooners  Blimt  and  Atn^ioa^ 
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ae  was  got  off  without  sustaining  any  injury  and  with  the  loas  t>f  a 
few  tons  of  coaL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P:  QuACKENBUsn, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

l^yrt  Rfrya!„  South  Carfdma. 


epoit  of  Acting  Maitar^i  Mate  Reed,  U.  8.  ITavy,  commanding  V\  B.  aeliooner  Q.  W.  BInnt. 

U.  8.  ScHOONElt   G.    \V.  I^LUNT, 

C/f  Oharle^tfm,  S.  T.,  January  29,  1863. 
§ir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  3: 15  a,  m.  thisniorning 

observed  a  steamer  attempting  to  run  the  blockadi\  birring  Kouth, 
IdJstiiUi-e  about  500  yards.  Immediately  beat  to  quarters,  tired  a  gmi 
'  at  her,  burned  a  Coston  signal,  and  tired  two  roekets.     She  apparently 

stopped  for  a  .short  time  and  then  steered  in  a  W*  by  S.  direction; 

tired  three  more  guns  at  her  during  the  time  she  remained  in  sight; 

made  sail  and  prepared  to  slip  in  rase  she  attempted  to  run  out  again, 

At  daylight  saw  that  she  was  ashore  and  had  tjeen  taken  l»y  the  U.  S. 

gunboat  UnmllUa, 

II  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 
B.  D.  Reed, 
MaMer'^»  M((tt\  Commanding* 
Wllliam  R.  Taylor, 
Cajdain  and  Senmr  Officer  off  ('harlfston. 


r 


leport  of  Bear-Admiral  Bn  Pont,  V.  %.  Navy,  regarding  the  diipatcliiiig  of  the  price  to 

Philadelphia. 

[)-56.j  Flaosiiii*  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Harbor^  A  r/.,  Frhruary  J^  ISOS. 

Sm:  In  my  previous  dispatch  (No,  50)  1  have  informed  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Pf^lnems  Bot/al. 

As  it  is  impossihk  to  furnish  the  prize  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
engineers  and  tiremen  to  take  her  north  without  great  detriment  fco 
the  public  serviee,  I  have  made  an  an^ngement,  as  in  the  similar  case 
of  tne  Amjlio^  with  two  of  the  engineers,  three  of  the  tiremen,  two 
cooks,  and  a  steward  of  the  captured  steamer,  to  pay  the  engineers  $;^ 
a  day,  the  tiremen  %%  and  the  cooks  and  steward  each  $1  per  dav  from 
the  29th  of  January  until  the  arrival  of  the  priiie  in  Phitadelpfjia.  I 
may  add  that  the  engineers  were  very  active  and  efficient  in  assisting 
to  get  the  I-rincem  Eoyal  off  when  she  was  run  ashore  by  her  captain 
and  have  ever  since  worked  zealously. 

Commodore  Stril>ling  has  been  infonned  of  this  arrangement,  but 
may  I  i"e*piest  the  Department  to  authorize  him  l»y  telegmph  to  make 
the  above  payments? 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  ^  *    *  S,  F.  DiT  Pont, 

^  Refir- Admiral  Cfmidg,  South  Atlantic  Bhtckadtny  Squndrtm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUiry  i{f  the  Navy ^  WfishingUm^  />.  €\ 
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SepoTt  Qf  Bear^ Admiral  Bu  Pont,  IT,  8,  Navy,  rtgardiiig  tli«  depaitiLre  for  the  north  of 
p«noiii  Uken  on  Uvo  prues  Priucet*  Bojal  niid  Emma  Tnttle. 

No.  97. j  Flagship  Wabash, 

Ihrt  Royal  Harhor^  S.  C.^  Ftbruury  2^^  1S6S, 
Sir:  I  have  already  i«foi*med  the  Department  of  the  t*apture  of  the 
steamer  PrlticeHH  lioy^L  Among  the  parties  taken  wa8  a  Mr.  John 
Ch:i hinder,  who,  it  seems,  is  u  practieal  machinist,  and  wa,s  j^ent  out  to 
instruct  the  relwb  in  the  nianii|^'ement  of  new  luachincr}'  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  ^teel -pointed  projectiles.  He  i^foes  north  to-morrow 
in  the  U.  S.  army  tnmsport  Arago^  together  with  other  persons  taken 
on  the  l^ttceM  hoyal  and  Enuna  TutUe^  the  resit  of  the  crews  of  these 
vessels  having  l)een  sent  to  Philadelphia.  There  has  b^»en  do  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  these  jmrties  north  by  any  of  our  supply  vessels^  and 
I  am  (obliged  therefore,  though  rt'lurtantly,  to  send  them  in  the  Aragtt, 
though  I  am  aware  that  they  are  not  considered  prisoners. 

Mr.  Chalender  may  be  willing  to  give  valuable  infoniiation  to  the 
Dr'partment, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ofiedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg*  South  Atlanti4*  Blochidin/j  Stpuulrfttt, 

lion,  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  iJux  Nmry^  Wdshington^  D*  (\ 


Report  of  Assistant  BtmteUe^  U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  reyardifty  a  mf$ 
itnehfrayefor  the  U,  S.  S.  Ottawa  Inrndi'  Churtmtwi  Raj*. 

U.  8.  a  Bibb, 
Friday^  Jammry  30^  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Captain  Taylor  desires  me  to  say  that  he  is  very 

willing  that  the  Oftaira  should  erossthc  bar  and  anchor  inside  at  nighty 
on  my  assurance  that  his  vessel  runs  no  risk  of  being  entrapped  wnile 
she  etiectually  stops  that  **  rat  hole/'  The  channel  1  found  last  night 
is  wide,  and  has  12  feet  at  h>w  water,  as  I  showed  yon  this  morning- 
The  (Htatra^  taking  my  am  horage  of  last  night,  can  run  in  after  diirk 
with  assiimnee  of  deep  water  enough,  as  Captain  Whiting  can  readily 
satisfy  himself  by  trymg  it  first  in  a  boat. 
Yourb,  very  truly, 

C.  O.   I^>UTELLK. 

Ca]itain  II.  8.  Stellw^agen, 

( 'ufniHandmy  U,  S.  S,  Jfercrdita. 


Capture  of  the    f\  S,  S*  Fmac  Smith,  In    Sttmo  Rhm\  South  Ckm^- 

lirui„  Jaiufftry  SO^  I  SO  J, 

Export  of  Bear -Admiral  Bu  Pont.  U.  8.  Navy. 

No.  54.]  Fi^GSHir  Wabasil, 

Port  RfH/a/  Harbor.  S,  C,  Fthrnary  — ,  "^  186S. 
Sir;  On  Saturday  when    1   I'ccoived  the  iufonuHtion  of  atfaii*s  off 
Charleston,  i-eferretl  to  in  my  previous  dispatch,  No.  f)H,  there  were 
also  vague  rumors  that  the  two  gunboats  hohling  Stono  Inlet  had  been 
i^ij^^ed,  heavy  firing  having  been  heard  in  that  direction. 
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t  2  a.  111.  of  the  1st  instants  the  Commtpdor^  McLknwugh  t'Hiiic  iiita 
Poit  Koyal  and,  I  recrret  to  add,  reporte<i  the  captui'e  by  three  rebel 
bftiteriei?  of  the  U.  S,  S.  haac  Smit/i, 

It  appears  from  Lieutenant-Cooiiiiaiider  Bacon's  report  (herewith 
enclosea,  marked  No.  1)  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3(>th  ultima  he 
|8ent  the  Imac  Sfn*th^  Acting  Lieutenant  Conover,  up  Stono  Rirer  to 
make  a  reconnoii?8anee,  as  had  been  frequently  done  for  weeks  previ- 
ou??.  She  pa88ed  some  mile.s  lieyond  Le^ar^ville  without  seeing  an 
enemy,  ana  was  on  her  way  Imck,  when,  about  a  mile  alx)ve  that  phu*e 
and  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  three  batteries  heretofore  eonceiiled,  opened 
a  concentrated  fii^e  upon  her  from  heas-ir'  rifled  guns.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Bacon,  who,  with  the  (^ymmoAfrt:  McDfmifmjh^  was 
anchored  lower  down  the  river,  immediately  on  hearing  the  tiring  pro- 
ceeded to  her  a^si^tiince.  Soon  after  he  had  got  underway  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Bacon  dis^covered  that  a  white  flag  wa.<  flying  from 
|thc  Isaae  Stttkh^  and  that  the  firing  from  i!thore  had  ceased.  On  arriv- 
ing abreast  of  Legar^ville  she  was  seen  to  be  agrtmnd  about  a  quarter 
of  »  mile  above  the  bend  in  the  river,  and  two  of  her  boats  wgits 
obsei*%'ed  going  on  shore  loaded  with  ofiicers  and  men.  The  O/mmtf- 
(i*fre  MeDfmmt(/h  stood  up  toward  the  >)end  with  the  intention  of  either 
towing  her  off  or  destroying  her,  but  after  reaching  the  l>end  he  was 
opened  u|>on  liy  the  same  three  batteries,  one  on  the  bend,  one  half  a 
mile  above  the  bend  on  John-s  Island,  mounting  six  heavy  guns,  and 

■  one  Imck  and  to  the  left  of  Legareville,  Lieutenant-Commander  Bai'on 
immediately  returned  the  tire  from  his  rifled  guns,  and  by  keeping 
bin  vessel  in  motion — going  ahead  and  bucking^ — i^ucceeded  in  escap- 
ing injun  ♦  though  the  enemy's  shells  struik  all  around  the  ship.  It 
■  becf>ming  dark  he  ceased  tiring  and  dropjied  down  to  the  entrance  of 
the  *iar. 

Lieutenant -Commander  Bacon  reports  that  the  Istfic  Sthft/i  was 
under  a  tremendous  cross  tire,  and  just  lH>fore  it  ceased  a   large  cloud 

■  of  steam  wan  seen  ascending  from  her,  which  probably  rendered  her 
unmanageable  and  caused  her  to  run  aground. 

As  the  Department  is  aware,  the  Stono  River  was  held  by  me  in  view 
of  its  being  required  as  a  htU'^e  for  further  military  openitions.  I  had 
reduced  my  force  in  that  river  under  the  pi-essure  of  the  hlui^kade. 

I  retaining  there  two  vessels  of  light  draft,  formerly  used  tis  ferry  and 
freight  lx>iits,  though  well  conunanded  and  armed,  to  keep  up  a  scries 
re«*onnoissances,  to  wutch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  give 
notii-e  of  and  prevent  the  erection  of  any  additional  batteries. 

J^ut  notwithstantling  all  the  vigilance  exercised  by  the  commanding 
oflicersof  the  /M^rtfc  Sfftft/t  and  the  ( 'mnmodf^re  MrDtmofuj/t^  the  enemy, 
who  hold  (*omplete  possession  of  the  surrouTiding  c<iuntry  and  islunus. 
succeeded  in  ei'et^ting  the  batteries  by  which  the  haac  Smith  was 
taken,  masking  them  so  skillfully  that  their  existence  was  unknown, 

•  I  have  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  casualties  on  Ixjurd  the  haac 
Smithy  but  it  is  my  purpose  to  do  so  by  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  earliest 
moment,  though  I  presume  the  Department  will  receive  information 
through  Southern  sources  on  this  point  before  it  can  be  obtained  here. 

LVer3^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  F.  Du  POKT, 
Hear- Admiral  J  0>mdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockndinif  Syttadron. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 
Secrt:iary  of  the  Navy, 
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Beport  of  Lieotanaiit-Commftiider  Bacon,  JJ.  S.  Havy,  M&ior  oAeer  in  StoBd  IhIaL 

U.  S*  8.  Commodore  McDonough, 

Stane  InUt^  Jmumry  SO,  1863. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  the  fsaiw  Sffnthiip  Stono 
Kiver  on  a  reeonnoissanee  this  afternoon.  At  4  o'clock  foitv  minuted 
heard  firinj^  tjf  heavy  guns  above  Le^riJville  and  discovere<f  the  ffiaar 
iSmith  ^wvra^iwyr  batterie.H  t>n  nhore;  got  underway  a.s  noon  as  possible 
and  started  up  the  river  to  her  assistance.  The  tiring  from  the  bat- 
teries was  from  heavy  gtais  and  very  rapid.  Soon  artier  starting  the 
Imac  Hmith  was  discovered  to  have  a  wnite  flag  flying  and  the  hring 
from  shore  ceuNcd.  After  getting  abreast  of  Legar^viHe  she  could  l^ 
seen  ashore  about  a  quarter  of  a  uule  above  the  bend  in  the  river,  and 
two  of  lier  lK>ats  going  ashore  loaded  with  oflicers  and  men.  Stood  up 
toward  the  }>end  of  the  river  with  the  intention  of  either  towing  her 
otf  or  blowing  her  up.  Aftt^r  reaching  the  bend,  the  quartermajster 
on  the  lot)kout  reported  a  heavy  battery  on  the  starboard  hand,  near 
the  hend  of  the  river  and  a  short  distance  f>ack;  the  engine*^  were 
stopped  and  reversed,  when  they  ininiediately  opened  a  cross  fire  upon 
ns  from  three  diff'erent  FMitteries,  one  on  the  bend,  one  half  a  mile  alxive 
the  hend  on  John\s  Island, mounting  about  six  heavy  gans^  and  one  back 
and  to  the  left  of  Legareville.  They  appeared  to  have  the  exact  range 
of  the  river  as  their  shells  struck  al!  around  us,  some  even  going 
half  a  mile  over  us,  showing  that  they  could  throw  their  shells 
nearly  tu  (  ole's  Island.  Opened  tire  with  our  three  rifles  and  IX-incb 
gun  on  tfie  different  batteries;  kept  the  vessel  in  motion  by  going 
ahead  and  liacking  astern,  so  that  they  were  unable  to  get  our  exact 
range.  Enj^aped  the  enemy's  batteries  until  after  sundown,  when  dis- 
covering a  light  on  board  the  Imnc  SmHh^  o|:iened  Are  upim  her.  It 
then  becoming  so  dark  that  it  was  impossible  to  keen  the  range  of  the 
batteries,  we  threw  a  few  shells  into  Legar('ville  in  tiie  hope  of  setting 
fire  to  the  place.  Our  lOO-pounder  being  in  a  measure  disabled  r)v  the 
elevating  screw  giving  out,  and  having  but  eight  rounds  left  foV  the 
rifle  guns,  were  obliged  to  return  and  run  out  to  the  bar.  Made  signal 
to  the  Idockading  fleet,  which  was  answered  bv  the  (HUiwa. 

The  h(tfw  Suuih  seemed  ably  defended,  and  t  should  think  that  about 
fifteen  minutes  elapsed  between  the  firing  of  the  fii-st  gun  and  the  time 
the  white  flag  was  run  up.  She  was  under  a  tremendous  cross  tire 
from  three  hcavv  batteries.  Just  before  the  firing  ceased  a  large 
cloud  of  steam  was  seen  ascending  from  her.  I  thinli  she  must  have 
received  a  shot  either  in  her  boiler  or  working  part  of  the  engine,  and 
becoming  U!imanageable,  went  ashore  directly  under  their  batteries. 
The  Imiat  Sitiifk  passed  the  line  of  batteries  on  hei  upward  trip,  as 
they  were  so  well  marked  that  she  did  not  notice  them,  and  it  was 
not  until  she  commenced  to  return  that  ih^y  opened  fire  upon  her. 

I  respectfully  state  that  no  damage  or  loss  of  life  was  sustained  by 
this  ship,  owing  to  our  constantlv  clmnging  our  position  and  dropping 
down  the  river,  bringing  Legareville  between  tnis  ship  and  the  bat- 
t€ries,  so  that  they  were  unable  to  sight  us,  their  shells  going  over  us. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  two  of  these  batteries  con- 
tained  heavv  guns,  nearly  all  rifled,  and  of  large  caliber.  It  has  been 
impossible  for  us  to  amioy  the  enemy,  as  their  works  havelx^en  thrown 
up  a  little  distance  back  fixjm  the  river,  and  so  olistructed  from  view 
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fiat  we  httvc  h^cn  totally  unaware  of  any  batterie8  being  there  until 
they  opened  fire  upon  uw. 

Accompanying  thin  1  send  a  diagram*  showing  the  position  of  the 

thfttteries  and  or  the  Imac  Smltk  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the 
Diy. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
George  Bacon, 
Lieutenant' Vommander  and  Senior  Officer  Prfj^eiit, 
[ear-Aduiinil  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Comdij,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  fL  S.  Navy. 
\ 
J 


Additional  report  of  LieittBant-GoiiLraandeT  Bacon,  F,  %.  Kavy^  ■anior  officer  in  Stono 

Imlat, 


I 


U.  S.  S,  Commodore  McDonough, 

Stimo  inlet ^  South  Carol ina^  January  31^  186J, 
iTk:  I  respectfully  .state  that  I  went  up  Stono  River  this  morning  a.s 
far  as  Legarevillc  and  could  see  the  imac  Soiith  still  on  shore  in  the 
tsanie  place.  She  nuist  be  injured  iwlow  the  water  line,  or  else  they 
would  certainly  huve  gotten  her  off  at  high  tide  this  morning,  as  the 
tide  was  fully  a  foot  higher  this  morning  than  it  was  when  she  went 
iwhore*  Some  men  comd  he  seen  on  board  of  her,  and  as  she  in  well 
under  their  batteries  and  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  channel,  it  is  not 
practicable  at  present  t^)  atteaipt  to  take  her  with  a  wooden  gunboat 
without  the  great  prol>al)ility  of  sharing  the  same  fate,  for  you  would 
l>e  iu  about  point-blank  range  of  their  heavy  guns  and  at  the  same  time 
in  a  very  narrow  channel  and  in  danger  of  getting  on  shore*  I  fired 
some  sh(»l Is  into  her  and  some  into  Legareville,  but  the  fire  wa^  not 

•  returned  from  the  enemy's  butteries, 
The  elevating  screw  to  my  100-iK>under  rifle  bri>ke  at  the  second 
fire  yesterday,  and  I  am  at  oresent  much  in  want  of  shells  for  the 
50'pounrlcrs,  as  well  as  cartriage^  for  the  same.     I  respectfully  await 

■  further  *»rdcrs. 

■  Very  res|)ectf  ully,  your  obedient  ser\^ant, 

H  Gkouge  Bacon, 

B  Lieutenant- Oonmand'i'r  and  Senior  Officer  IWsenL 

■  Rear-Admiml  8,  F.  Du  Pont, 

H  Vmnmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Aeport  of  Eiar-Admiral  Dn  Pont.  U.  S.  IR^rj,  trauintitUng  a  third  roport  of  Lientenant- 
Coamander  Eaeoa,  U.  S.  Navy. 


■  No.  88,]  Flagship  Wabash, 

■  Pirrt  Royal  IJarlmr,  S,  V ,  Fehr^mry  IS,  l%\j\ 

■  Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication  (marked  No,  1)  from 

■  Lieutenant-Cbnimander  fiacoii,  of  the  IJ,  S.  S.    Cmnmod</re  MclAm- 


•Not  found. 
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tfuyh,  givitia:  some  partioularK  in  coiifKH-tion  with  tln'  capture  of  the 
h(ia<^<  Srnith^  may  prove  inti*n\stLiig  lo  tho  Depurtiiient. 
Very  reapectfuUy,  vour  obeaient  t^ervaut, 

S.  F.  pu  Pont, 
lit ar- Admiral^  ihmdg.  South  Athntir  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hod.  (liDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  fjf  th^  Navy ^  Washingt4m. 


Third  report  of  Lientenaiit-Gommjinder  BaooUt  IT.  8.  Kayj,  senior  officer  in  Stooo  Inlet. 

V ,  8.   S.  COMMOLIOKE    McDOKOUHH, 

Stmw  InJef^  Smdh  Carolfnit,  Kh-tfari/  IS,  1S63, 
Sir:  T  respectfully  submit  the  followin^^  re[>ort  in  re^'urd  to  the 
ai[>ture  of  the  Inaar  Smithy  which  1  have  ]U8t  learned  from  \iu  old 
negro  who  lives  on  the  western  end  of  Kiawah  l>;land,  and  who  rej>ort*s 
that  tive  of  the  enemy  came  over  to  the  plantation  on  which  he  is  living 
a  day  or  twcj  since  and  stated  the  following,  viz:  That  the  capture  of 
the  Surlil'  is  principally  due  to  the  man  that  desert4>d  from  her  aliout  ^ 
two  months  ago,  and  who,  it  appears,  has  joined  the  re  lie  Is  and  told  ^^k 
them  how  easily  she  might  he  cjiptured  hy  navirig  hatteries  placed  in  ' 
ditlerent  i>ositions  on  the  river,  and  stilted  to  them  that  her  boiler  and 
machinriy  was  very  niuch  cx[)Osed,  as  well  a.-s  her  steering  apparatus, 
and  that  they  would  allow  her  to  pass  up;  that  on  her  return  trip  they 
could  easily  capture  hen  either  disahling  her  wheel  or  throwing  a  shot 
into  her  boiler.  Both  of  these  things  happening  in  a  narrow  river^ 
and  about  the  same  time,  readily  accounts  for  the  /SVyv/V/rV  going  ashore 
so  dose  to  their  Imtteries*  The  man  who  was  steering  (a  contraband) 
was  killed  and  an  othcer  and  twelve  men.  Tiie  rebel  pickots  stat(»d  that 
the  Smfth  tirrd  too  high,  hut  they  admit  the  h>ss  of  one  man  killed  by 
the  guns  of  this  ship,  and  said  that  our  shell  did  them  some  damage,  hut 
would  not  say  how  much.  They  said  the}"  were  sorry  that  we  did 
not  come  up  to  the  Smithy  for  they  had  a  trap  for  us,  wliich  1  under- 
stand was  uiiisked  hatteries  near  Legar^ville  which  would  havo  oiw>ued 
upon  us.  They  rofwrt  that  they  have  erect^?d  batt*>ries  in  and  around 
Legareville,  besides  those  that  captured  the  Afwr  Smit/i,  andaroauxi- 
ously  awaiting  for  us  to  come  up  the  river.  The  rebels  sa}*  that  they 
do  not  like  this  shij>,  as  oor  guns  throw  too  far,  as  it  apjK^ars  that  the 
(jther  day,  wlien  1  wasnpStonoKivor  before  the  capture  of  the  Smithy 
thvy  fired  at  me  from  a  battery  aljove  Secession vi He,  and  1  returned  it 
with  two  or  three  shots  from  my  big  rifled  gun,  which  did  them  some 
damage  in  the  town  and  eompletely  surprised  them.  They  are  becom- 
ing quite  bold;  and  as  they  can  see  every  move  from  the  houses  in  and 
about  Legareville,  and  arc  seen  looking  at  us  from  some  of  the  highest 
houses^  1  would  take  the  liberty  to  stiitc  that  it  would  he  a  good  idea 
to  burn  them  ont,  and  then  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  watch 
us  so  closely,  or  to  conceal  their  batteries  behind  the  town» 

I  give  this  as  the  old  negro  told  me,  and  1  think  that  his  story  in 
the  main  may  be  relied  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Baoon, 
Limirtenani-Cbmnmnd^rj  U,  S.  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

VtmimamUng  Simfh  Ailnntk  Blockading  Squadron^ 
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Beport  of  Commodore  Turner,  U.  8.  Havy,  forwarding  eopiea  of  doeajudnta  from  the  Con- 
federate anthorttifla  relative  to  treatment  of  tke  officers  of  tlie  IT.  B.  6.  Isaac  Smith, 
priaonen  at  (kilnmbia,  8.  €. 

U.  S.  S*  New  Ikonsiden, 
Of  (Jmdmton,  S,  a.  Marrh  .IL  /W^y. 
Admhiat.:  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  copies  of  docii- 
iiiciits  rcct^ived  this  iiiorningfrom  the Conf cderatc military  mithoritit^s 
at  Charh'stoiL 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

CommfMltiTt^, 
ReHr-Adniinil  S.  F.  Du  Pont^ 

Comttiaudtmj  Sotd/t  Atliintie  BkK'^hidlnfj  Sfjuddrt^tt , 

[EnclcMurca.] 

Columbia  Jail,  [S,  C],  Marrh  JI,  iHHi, 
Sir:  In  answer  t^:*  the  eoiiinuiiii cation  received  from  you  this  nKirn- 
m)X^  i  would  res jx^ct fully  state  that  the  officers  mentioned  below  would 
hi'  tjlad  to  receive  from  their  Government  the  sums  opposite  their 
names. 

RcsjMictfully,  your  ob>edicut  servant, 

F,  8.  CONOVER, 

Acthig  Lk'utenaut^  Votnnmndimj. 

^^.olonel  John  8.  Preston, 

Co  if  i  fft  a  fi  dint/  I  h&t . 


Acting  Lieutenant  CVmimanding  h\  8.  C-onover , , lltXl.  «M1 

Acting  Master  J.  W.  Dicke ', 5e.  tHi 

Acting  MiL^ter  Uolw^rt  Tarr_. 50.  On 

Artin^T  Rti^jji^ti  F.  J.  Brenton ,  1  pair  shoee,  6' 8,  and fie.  00 

Acting  Ensign  \\\  Chane 50.  00 

Acting  En^iiis'n  IL  S.  B< irtlen , . .  fiC.  00 

Aeti  n^'  AHsi^itan  t  Paymaster  F.  C.  Hills 50. 00 

Acting  Th inl  Aw^iMatit  Eniriiiecr  E.  Rarrv 50. 00 

Aftin^'  :Mtii^ter  W.  B.  Sheyoii,  late  of  U.S.  8.  Fhmf^an 100. 00 

togi?tlier  with  a  UDiform  suit  mid  Bonie  UDderelothes^ 
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Hbqrs.  Department  of  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charlmton,  S,  a,  FSrmirfj  2,  1863, 
Sir:  In  rei)ly  to  your  not^i  of  this  date  I  am  instructed  to  inform 
you  that  you  can  not  he  paroled,  and  for  these  reasons:  Th*'  Ann^^ 
and  Navy  of  the  Cnited  States,  under  the  late  proclamation  of  your 
President,  are  instructed  to  assist  slaves  in  servile  war  aifainst  their 
lawful  niasters,  which  is  not  onlv  a  high  crime  under  the  local  laws  of 
the  Stilt c  in  whose  waters  yon  were  captured,  hut  is  condemned  hv  all 
people  as  means  or  appliance  of  war  wholly  illct/itimate  between  rivi- 
tized  nations.  It  is  purposed  that  the  officei"s  of  a  service  thus  funnd 
employed  shall  be  held  amenable  to  the  laws  made  and  providinl  in 
South  (^arolina  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  incite  our  slaves  to 
rebe!l!<ai  a^fainst  their  masters. 

You  and  your  associates  will,  however,  be  permitted  all  possible 
liberty  cimipatible  with  your  secure  coniinenunjt,  to  which  end  mstrue- 
tions  have  been  given   to  the  provost-ma rsihaL      The   usual  ration 
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allowed  to  prisoner.s  of  war  hiis  been  dir(***tvd  to  hi*  furnished  you  in 
Mtrict  a*xordaiK*e  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ignited  St^te.-^;  tnat  U, 
"one  mtion  without  rejj^unl  to  rank/'  for  eiieh  officer  and  man  and 
Hueh  a  ration  as  is  issuea  to  our  nien.  You  and  your  a^^^oe latest,  how- 
ever, will  be  allowed  to  make  an}'  additions  to  your  table,  at  your  own 
expense,  without  rostrietions. 

Re4^pectfui!y,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thoma8  Jordan, 
Brigafiier-Gcm^ral  and  Chief  of  Staff* 

Lieutenant  F.  S.  Conover,  I'.  8.  Navy, 

Thrmujk  Vulmul  Garland^  I*r*n}tN<t-Mari<hid* 


HngRS.  Department  or  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Vhftrh'Htort,  S,   (\^  f'ehrmtrtf  7,  iSfli. 
Str:  Your  lettei  of  the  4th  instant  has  just  been  received,  and  I  urn 
instructed  t4>  say  that  of  course  you  and  your  brother  officers  will  be 
IK^rniitted  to  cornnnuiicute  in  writing  with  your  families,  to  whom  any 
letters  will  be  forwanhnl  with  all  jKxssiljle  flispatch. 

In  connection  with  the  course  of  your  present  sttuation,  I  have  only 
to  sjiy  that  were  the  language  of  President  Lin«*oln\s  proclamation  of 
doubtful  iniiK>rt,  the  meaning  would  Im*  made  (4ear  1>v  the  fact  that 
there  are  now  at  Hilton  Head  or  that  vicinity  fugitive  slaves  who 
have  recently  been  employed  tn  armed  expeditions  against  the  |K3ople 
of  Georgia  and  South  (Carolina. 

Respectfully,  your  ol>edicot  servant, 

Thomas  Jordan, 

ChUf  of  Staff. 

Lieutenant  F.  S.  tk>NovEtt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Through  G.d4m4^l  John  S.  Pi*eMon^  GmnmandinAj^  titc 


HDgR8,   DKeAHTJIENT   OK   S>  C,  Ga.,  AND    Ft.A*. 

rhiidtstf^tK  S,  C,  Marrh  .10,  /sV/M 
Sir:   I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  within 
th<'  knowleflge  of  these  headquarters  if  the  IL  S.  naval  oth(*ers  who 
are  in  contiaeujent  at  CAibmibia  are  in  need  of  money  or  any  assistance 
from  the  V .  S,  Government, 

It  is  known,  howevei*,  that  Lteutenant-Conuuander  Conover  has  }>een 
tendered  any  assistance  wanted  through  a  bardv  officii'  in  tliis  city,  and 
the  papers  herewith  will  show  what  iustruttions  have  been  issued  touch- 
ing the  treatnuTit  of  these  gentlemen. 

Of  course  any  mont\v,  clothes,  or  letters  for  them  will  be  duly  for- 
warded and  tie  live  red. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Jordan, 
Bri4jadie9*- General  and  Chi^f  of  Staff. 
Commodore  T,  Tukneu, 

Vommandlng  V,  S,  Waval  f't/rccs^  off*  Charh^ton  Sarf>or. 


[Telegmm.] 

U.  S,  Flagshii*  Minnesota, 
Newjxtrl  Netes^  Va.^  Jan  w try  ,iU  1S63—9jk  m. 
Tht»  Richmond  Exjiininer  (»f  this  dat*^  cutitains  the  following  dispatch: 

CHABLBTTOKt  JamtftTtf  .V). 

The  Feileral  gunboat  Immc  Smith,  varrymi*  II  ^une  and  200  men,  Hnrrendertnl 
nnrnnditiunnlly  ki  out  forces  this  afternoon  after  ii  sharp  engagement  on  Stono 
UivtT, 

The  eneiny'd  1o8h  is  ht!avy.  Only  one  man  wa»  wonin!e<l  on  our  Hide.  Another 
^mnlM»iit  i\^eiii>ed  in  a  t  rippled  eonditioii,  Onr  forces  were  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [Job.  A.]  Yttle». 

S.  p.  Lke, 

ActiiKj  RmV'  Aiiiii  ir4tL 
Hon,  (tideon  Welles, 

S*^rciitry  of  the  Natuj^  Wimhintjfim^  IK   (\ 
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Detailed  report  of  Acting  lien  tenant  Conover,  U.S.  Kavy,  lale  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Isaac 
8mit&,  tranimitting  list  of  killed  and  wonaded. 

Annapoli!^,  May  7,  1H$S. 

Sir:  With  the  deepest  re^n^t  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tt»  yon  that 
on  Friday,  January  80,  the  ^^^teanier  Imut'  SmttJu  nndt^r  n\\  tunnnaiid, 
WHS  eu|>tured  by  the  rdnds.  About  r-i  p.  ul  of  that  day  1  K^^t  tuider- 
way  from  my  u.sLial  anehora^'^e  in  8tono  Inlet,  with  order.*?  from  Lieu- 
tenant-C'onmninder  Bacon,  of  the  Milkmough,  to  proceed  np  Stono 
River  for  the  purpose  of  reeotinoiteriiig,  a^  we  were  eonstnntly  in  the 
habit  of  doing.  A  little  after  4  I  anchored  opposite  what  is  ktunvTi  as 
Tom  (Trimbuirs  plantation,  about  Ak  nnles  from  the  inlet,  an<l  altlioiit^''h 
the  siirnal  <|uartermaster  was  at  the  masthead  as  nsuid,  as  well  as  one 
or  tsvo  of  the  oflicers.  nothing  suspi(*ious  was  seen  in  any  direction. 
While  at  anchor,  and  at  4:25  p,  m.,  a  l)attery  upon  dames  Islatid,  of 
three  'J4-poiinder  ritled  guns,  some  600  yards  distant,  and  masked  by  a 
thick  chnnn  of  trees,  opened  upon  us.  I  inunediately  got  underway 
and  cleared  for  action,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  after  the  first 
gun  was  tired  at  us  we  were  replying.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
other  liatteries  upon  Jvdin's  Island,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
and  below  us,  delivere<l  their  lire.  I  saw  ijnmediately  that  we  were 
trapped,  and  tliat  my  oidy  course  w^as  to  get  the  vessels  Ixdow  the 
batteries  if  possilde,  and  light  them  with  a  more  even  chance  of  suc- 
cess. For  upward  of  a  mile,  on  account  of  a  liend  in  the  river,  we 
WTre  obliged  to  receive  the  raking  tire  of  between  twentv  and  ihiity 
gun^s  without  being  able  to  reply,  except  oecasionally  with  oui'  pivtjt. 
As  soon  as  our  broadside  could  tve  brought  to  bear,  we  opened  upon 
the  enemy  with  shell  and  gt*ape,  at  front  2CH*  to  Am  yards  aistant.  At 
one  time  I  had  hopes  of  getting  by  withfuit  any  very  serious  loss,  but 
a  shot  in  our  steam  chimney  effeetnally  stopped  the  engine,  and  with 
no  wind,  little  tide,  and  boats  riddled  with  shot,  we  w^ere  left  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  F^nder  these  ein-umstarices,  with  the  lire 
of  some  thirty  guns,  according  to  their  own  account — s  inch,  i^4,  is, 
and  Vi  pounders  -^and  a  large  body  of  riHemen  eoncer^trated  npf»n  us, 
with  the  shot  tearing  through  the  vessel  in  everv  direction,  antl  with 
DO  hope  of  being  able  to  silence  «uch  a  tire,  I  deemed  it  uiv  <i'jA.^  tjci 
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rJuiTi'iider.  IIjkI  it  not  hcM?n  for  the  wounded  men,  with  whom  the 
tK*rth  deck  wa^^  covered,  I  might  have  blown  up  or  sunk  the  ship,  let- 
tinjr  the  crew  take  their  chance  of  getting  on  .shore  by  .swimming,  i»ut 
under  the  iMniimir^tancci?  I  had  no  alternative  left  me,  I  need  hardly 
say*  sir,  that  the  order  to  haul  down  the  colors  wh«  the  mo8t  difficult 
and  heartrending  one  1  ever  gave.  We  had  s  men  killed  and  17 
wounded,  one  of  whom.  Acting  A^si^stant  Second  Engineer  Jame^  S. 
Turner,  died  noon  after  being  remove<l  from  the  vessel.  Acting 
A«i4istiint  Paymaster  F.  (L  Hills,  who  gave  his  l>est  services  in  the  rM:»w* 
der  division,  was  wounded  in  the  temple,  and  I  also  received  a  slight 
contiLsion,  fron}  a  ball,  in  the  foreheaa.  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed 
aT*d  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  do  not  know.  They  elaiiii  to 
have  had  l)ut  one  tuan  killed,  Imt  the  captain  who  commanded  tlie  bat- 
t4M'y  upon  James  Island  told  me  that  our  second  shell  —8-inch — struck 
one  of  his  guns.  That  l>eing  the  case,  it  is  scarcely  jiossible  that  no 
one  should  be  hurt,  as  the  man  acknowledge<l  killed  wa^*  upon  the  other, 
or  JohnV  Island. 

While  a  prisoner  in  Charleston  a  report  reached  me  that  36  men 
had  been  killed  and  wonnded,  but  how  much  truth  was  in  it  mui<t  l>e 
left  to  conjecture.  Being  ii|xm  the  upper  deck  entirely,  and  pilot  in 
a  narrow  channel,  as  well  as  captain,  1  can  not  s|K*ak  a.s  I  should  like 
to  do  of  the  conduct  of  particular  officers.  1  believe,  however,  that  all 
did  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  I  am  sorry  to  re|x>rt, 
though,  that  some  of  the  men  Iwhaved  in  the  most  cowardly  manner, 
while  others  deserve  special  mention  for  their  coolness  antl  hraveiy. 
I  enclose  a  list  of  those  who  came  under  mv  own  observation,  and  also 
of  8ome  who  ha\'e  l)een  particularly  mentioned  by  the  officers.  Cap- 
tain Bacon,  of  the  Mrlkmougfi,  got  underway,  I  believe,  as  soon  as 
pixssible  after  hearing  the  firing,  but  he  was  too  late  to  render  us  any 
aid,  and  indeed  would  only  have  sutfered  our  fate,  I  fe^ir.  if  he  ha<l 
reached  us.  The  attack  was  a,s  sudden  a.s  it  was  unex|)ectcd,  and  1 
think  I  express  the  opinion  of  the  otEcers  in  saying  that  no  vessel  dur- 
ing the  war  has  been  exposed  to  sm  h  a  concentrated  lire  at  such  shoil 
range.  The  enemy  them.selves  declared  they  had  no  idea  we  would 
attempt  the  fight  after  seeing  (or  nither  hearing,  for  their  batteries  were 
entirely  hidden  by  thick  l>ushe,s)  the  numlwr  of  guns  brought  to  be*r 
upon  us.  It  may  l»e  proper  to  state  that  their  artillery  force  was  com- 
posed entirely  of  fi el ri  and  siege  guns,  brought  down  and  concealed  in 
the  bushes  at  niglit.  and  not  regularly  erected  batteries*  Had  they 
been  such  we  would  pi'obably  have  discovered  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rei^pectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

t^.   8.   CONOVEE, 

Acting  Lteuten/inty  U.  S.  Jfany. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

iSdcreta/'^  of  Ike  iV^/y, 


Wtuhington^  D.  C 


[EllClOiUTCj 

lAii  of  kiUed  and  wounded  on  board  deamer  Imur  Smtih, 

KHhd, — William  Greer,  boatswain*s  mate;  Richard  Walton,  cox 
swain;  William  S.  Dickev,  landsman;  James  Lewis,  ordinary  seaman; 
William  Heehl,  Joseph  Mays  (cohered),  landsmen;  John  Peters,  cap- 
tain's cook;  Louis  Tramblas,  fireman. 
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WoHUfirfL — Acting  Second  Assistant  Enginoer  James  S,  Turner, 
died;  Richard  Stout,  Orrhi  II,  Brown,  William  Joiinson,  laiidHnien; 
John  nnltoru  tiromuji;  William  P.  Loader,  landsoiau;  William  Harris, 
Sumiiel  Hoffman,  John  Rynes,  seamen;  J*»hn  Nichols,  Alex.  Maekival, 
landsmen;  Louis  D.  Silva.  c^iptain's  steward;  Joseph  Marquis,  offieers- 
cook;  Thomas  W.  Deidiain,  fireman;  F.  S.  Conover,  lieuteoHnt,  com- 
manding; F.  C.  Hills,  acting  assistant  paymaster, 

2ten  who  hehni^td pttrtt<'uhir!fj  //v7/.— -fhmies  Atkins,  signal 'quarto r- 
master  at  masthead;  Henry  (iraves,  gunner's  mate;  William  Biggs, 
cari>entcr\s  mate;  John  Tanner,  sailmaker's  mate;  Hcnr^v  F,  Dorton, 
Michael  Walsli,  captains  forecastle;  John  W,  Rynes,  seaman;  St4?phen 
Carey,  seaman  at  load;  John  Thall,  fireman;  Bernard  O,  De\nne,  ordi- 
nary  seaman;  Richard  Stout,  landsman  (lost  right  arm). 

Men  whv  hehnetd  hadly. — Henry  Moore,  coxsw^ain;  John  Williatns^ 
Martin  \^an  Busk  irk,  landsmen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  CONOVER, 

Acting  Lieitt enmity  IL  S^  JVain/. 
Hon,  GiBEON  Welles, 

Secret^iryfif  the  Nftrij.   WrwhingUm^  fK  C. 


i 


Beport  of  Acting  Lienteitaiit  ConoveT,  U.  8.  Nayy,  late  eomiiiinding  V.  8,  8.  Iiane  Smitli. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  J/r///  12,  ISGL 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  rep«»rt,  which 
may  possibly  be  of  some  value  to  the  Department: 

A  few  days  before  the  capture  of  the  Ismw  Sniith  a  boat  was  sent 
up  the  Stono  at  nijg^ht  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W,  Chase  and  Act- 
ing Master's  Mate  D.  B.  Hallett,  the  latt*'r  belonging  to  the  Oma/i^Hhre 
jih'Donaugh^  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  rivei  and  getting  the 
dt^pth  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  Wappoo  Creek,  No  obstructions  of 
any  kind  were  discovered  and  no  fortitication  seen  with  the  exception 
of  Fort  Pemberton.  The  depth  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
was  found  to  be  about  t^  feet  at  low  tide,  and  tlie  average  rise  and  fall 
is  between  6  and  T  feet. 

After  our  capture  we  were  marched  about  IB  miles  to  a  point  upon 
John\s  Island  called  fJohn's  Ferry,  and  were  there  t^iken  across  the  river 
in  scows,  and  struck  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad  alxHit  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river  Imuk.  At  that  ixjint  there  was  a  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  looking  (at  the  distance  at  which  I  saw  tht^m)  like 
24-i;M>nnil(M's.  There  was  alsi>  one  t^2  n|H}n  the  platform  where  we  took 
the  cars.  This,  we  were  told,  was  ^H  miles  from  Charleston,  if  I 
remend>er  rightly,  and  between  there  and  the  outskirts  of  the  citv  we 
saw  no  fortifications  whatever.  Immediately  at  the  suliurbs  of  the 
city*  where  we  entered  it  bv  the  railroad,  large  InKlies  of  men  were  at 
work  uiKin  fortifications,  w^hich,  by  this  time,  are  no  doubt  fonuidable, 
though  then  there  were  uo  guns  upon  them. 

From  what  I  «aw,  and  from  all  tne  information  1  could  gather  o!i  the 
way,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  force  sent  up  the  Stono  River  and 
landed  somewhere  al>ove  Wappoo  Creek  would  find  less  to  contend 
against  than  by  any  other  route  to  Charleston.  Fort  Pemlierton  could, 
1  think,  soon  Im  reduced  l)v  two  oi'  three  ironclads,  and  unless  olistruc- 
tions  have  lieen  placed  in  the  river,  and  other  fortilii-ations  built  within 
the  last  three  months,  there  would  he  nothing  to  lu'event  the  passage 
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of  gunboats  and  transports.     I  respectfully  offer  this,  sir,  however, 
only  as  an  impression  gathered  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances, 
and  the  result  of  such  observations  as  I  could  make  while  being  taken 
to  Charleston  as  a  prisoner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  CONOVEB, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretm^y  of  the.  Nary.  WaM7igUm^  />.  C. 


Acti7ig  LieiUenayU. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Jammry  Sl^  186S. 
Trap  laid  for  enemy's  gunboat  steamer  Isaac  Smith  in  Stono  River, 
nine  guns,  Captain  Conover,  succeeded  perfectly  yesterday.  It  sur- 
rendered unconditionally  after  a  short  struggle,  baaly  crippled,  having 
lost  8  killed,  14  wounded,  and  95  prisoners,  including  10  officers.  Our 
loss  only  1  mortally  wounded. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
Geneml  S.  Cooper. 


Report  of  General  Ripley,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  1st  Military  District, 

Dept.  of  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charlestwi,  S.  C,  February  i,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  Special  Orders,  Nos. 
30  and  88  from  these  headquarters,  and  the  reports  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Yates  and  Brown  and  Captain  Gary,  showing  how  they  were 
executed. 

The  successful  capture  of  the  steamer  reflects  the  highest  credit 
upon  the  officers  and  men  engaged,  and  I  heartily  concur  with  the 
commendations  of  their  respective  commanders.  A  list  of  prisoners 
taken  is  also  enclosed. 

The  only  casualty  on  our  side  was  the  mortal  wound  of  private 
McQuain,  of  Alston's  battalion  of  artillery. 

The  Isaac  Smith  is  but  slightl}'  damaged,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have 
her  and  her  full  armament  ready  for  service. 

The  sword  of  the  commanding  officer  and  the  flags  of  the  captured 
steamer  are  also  tmnsmitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 
Brigadier- General^  CommamUng. 

Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Beport  of  LienteDant-Oolonel  Yati»8,  G.  8.  Armj. 

Headquarteks  SrEciAL  Expedition, 

Caitain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  m  obedienee  to  instnic- 
fcioiis  froiu  district  hpudquarters,  a  secret  expedition  wasormmized  for 
the  pur|M>sr  K\i  attacking  the  eneiiiy's  giintHmts  in  St(ino  Kiver,  con- 
sist in^^  <^f  the  ftdluwiog  troops:  The  .siet^e  train  (c^ompused  of  CapUiui 
B.  (\  Wel>l>*s  t'ompiiny  A  and  LieiiteTUint  S,  \V.  Wilson,  commaiMlinnj 
Cfiinpaiiy  IS),  ecHiimaiided  by  Majf>r  diaries  Alston,  jr.;  Captain  F.  C, 
S1hiIx»  Coinpany  F,  Pal  met  to  Battery,  li^ht  artillery;  li^hi  hnttery 
manned  hy  C'aptain  F.  11.  Ilarle^totrs  C'onipariy  It,  First  South  Caro- 
lina Artillery  (regolars);  tmt*Parrott  j^im,  in  eharpMif  r>i<nitenant  T.  E. 
Greg^^  Third  Howitzer  si4»^<*  train:  rajjlain  J.  ('.  .Mifi'IicFs  Company 
I,  Fiist  South  Carolina  Artillery  (regiihirs).  Company  II,  Cayjtain 
tS.  M.  Roof,  and  Conipan\'  I,  Lieutenant  M,  Gunter,  eoninmndin^ 
Twentieth  Keglnient  South  Carolina  Volnnteers,  acted  as  sharp- 
shooters, 

On  the  aft^rnooti  of  the  30th  January,  at  4:30  o'clock,  the  eneoiy'i* 
gunbt»Lt  L  Sfiuthy  mount ing  one  J^"2'i>onnder  Parrott  gun  and  eight 
S-incb  heavy  colmuldads,  came  up  the  Stono  Kiver,  passing  our  hat- 
teries  (which  were  masked  at  Legare's  Point  place,  and  at  Grimhairs, 
on  John's  Island),  imd  canie  to  anchor  a  little  above  them.  She  was 
iinnHHliately  tired  upon  from  oor  guns  posted  at  Grinibairs,  on  John's 
Island,  when  she  attempted  to  make  good  her  escape,  fighting  our  bat- 
teries (which  had  then  opened)  on  John\H  Island  as  she  passed. 

She  sncreefh*d  in  getting  as  far  tis  Legar(?^s  Point  phice,  at  which 
pi)int  she  wiis  disabled  by  three  shots  striking  her  machinery,  wlien 
she  drop|)cd  anchor  and  iincon<litional!y  sorrendereiL 

We  took  prisoners  her  entitle  crew,  consisting  of  11  officers,  105 
men,  and  3  negroes.  The  enemv*s  loss  was  *25  killed  and  wounded. 
On  our  side  one  man  wounded;  since  died. 

Major  Alston  ectmmandtHl  the  iiatteries  at  (irimbairs,  un  Jolm's 
Island;  Captain  Harlesttnu  tht»s4*  at  Point  Place;  i'aptaiu  Miteheleom- 
mandetl  the  sharpshooters;  Lieutenant  Charles  Inglesby,  First  8outli 
[Carolina]  Artillery,  ai-ted  as  adjutjint. 

The  ofIic*ers  and  men  und(*r  my  command  tiehaved  with  great  eonb 
ness  and  bnivery,  tighting  their  guns  without  breastworks,  entirely 
exposed  ti»  the  enemy's  fire  within  200  or  :'Jon  yard.s. 
^  The  Sftdth  has  lieen  towed  up  the  Stono  and  put  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  Pemberton. 

In  closing  my  report  1  will   not  omit  t4j  mention  the  very  signal 
^  service  rendered  me  l>y  the  Stono  scouts  and  also  Captain  John  \Vjd- 
pok\     The  n>cntbt*rs  of  the  Signal  Corps  detailed  to  accompany  the 
cxpetlition  discharged  their  duties  with  great  efficiency. 

I  litive  tlie  lionor  to  lie,  very  resp«'ctfnlly,  your  obedietit  servant, 

Joseph  A.  Yates, 
Li^tUefiant-  ( '/>A>/// /,  Ormmundlfttj, 

Oiptain  \\\  F.  Nance, 

AHuiMant  Adjutant' Geneml, 


k. 
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Beport  of  Ma^ot  Brown,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Captain:  I  havo  tho  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

FtirsuaiittoSpociiil  Orders,  No.  t»,  heud^iuurU'rs,  East  Jiinies  Island, 
on  the  afti^rnooii  of  Tuesday,  the  2Tth  idtinio,  I  detailed  25  men  from 
Coin{miiy  B,  Second  South  Carolina  Artillery  Volunteers,  and  the 
8aine  number  from  Company  K^  under  the  immediate  eomuiand  of 
Lieutenants  Beltinti^er  and  Lake,  and  also  5(>  men  from  the  Eighth 
Battalion  (reorgia  volunteers,  under  charge  of  Lieutenants  Havis  and 
Johnson,  to  act  as  shaipshooters,  and  moved  two  rifted  24- pounders  to 
Legare's  plaee  on  Stono  River*  We  reached  the  p<xsition  indicated 
about  T  oVdoek  p.  m.,  and  concealed  the  gtin8  in  the  woods.  The  night 
was  excee<lingly  cold  and  wet,  and  this  ciremiistance,  together  w  ith  the 
fact  that  the  conmiand  was  exhausted  by  the  lalmr  of  hauling  the  guns 
by  hand  over  a  very  l>ad  road,  prevented  my  placing  the  pieces  in 
]K>sition  that  night.  The  next  morning,  Wednesday,  three  of  the 
enemy's  gun  I  >oats  were  discovered  below,  near  Cole's  Lsland,  and  so 
situated  as  to  he  in  foil  view  of  our  operations  should  we  have 
attempted  to  erect  our  platforms  during  daylight.  I  therefore  kept 
guns  and  men  under  cover  until  after  dark.  After  a  hard  nightV  work 
the  platforms  w^ere  finished  and  every  arrangement  made  t^  eouiply 
with  my  instructions,  which  were  in  effect  to  allow  the  enemy's  veasefs 
to  pfiss  my  pKJsition  unmolested  on  their  way  up  the  river,  and  not  to 
open  tire  until  they  returned  or  began  the  attaclv  upon  me. 

Nothing  occurred  until  Friday  afternoon  a!)out  4  o'clock,  when  the 
a|)jjroaeh  of  a  three-masted  gunboat  was  announced.  I  allowed  her  to 
pass  my  Imtte ry,  which  she  fortunately  did  without  suspicion,  and 
uumed lately  moved  my  guns  from  their  concealment  to  the  platform, 
shifted  them  from  the  traveling  trunnion  beds,  and  awaited  toe  I'etuni 
of  the  boat. 

In  a  short  time  a  furious  cannonade  began  up  the  river;  but  with 
what  effect  I  could  not  see,  as  the  trees  obstnired  the  view.  Soon, 
howevei",  the  lx)at  rounded  the  point  into  sight,  evidently  erip|)led, 
but  keeping  up  a  running  fight  with  the  shore  Imtteries  til>ove  my 
position  on  each  side  of  the  river.  I  was  al*out  to  order  my  guns  to 
open  upon  her,  when  1  perceived  that  she  had  a  white  flag  flying  in 
token  of  her  surrender.  Just  at  the  moment  another  gunboat  w^as 
observ^ed  ajjproaching,  w'bich  steamed  up  within  li  nulcs  of  mv  posi* 
tion  and  fired  a  shot  at  the  battery  on  Jonn's  Island.  Finding  that  she 
did  not  intend  going  higher  up,  or  that  if  she  did  so  she  miglit  residue 
or  destroy  the  prize,  as  she  now  began  to  throw  shut  and  sbel!  at  the 
hitter,  I  opened  m}^  guns  upon  her  with  gO(jd  effect.  She  replied,  but 
without  damage  to  us,  and  retreated  down  and  across  the  river,  f  kefjt 
up  lire  until  she  got  beyond  range,  striking  her  repeatedly. 

She  continued  to  throw  an  occasional  shot  or  shell  toward  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  until  dark,  and  during  the  night  disappeareiL 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  half-imst  8  o'clock,  another  tjiinboat 
approached  and  shelled  the  village  of  Legaresville;  also  throwing 
sevenil  projectiles  within  our  yieinity,  but  she  did  not  come  near 
enough  to  warrant  my  attacking  her.  In  the  afternoon  she  again 
steamed  up  and  opened  on  the  prize  captured  the  night  before,  and 
upon  my  batteries.     I  returned  the  tire,  striking  her  several  times  and 
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shfi  withdrew.     The  next  morning,  Sunda}',  M  in,stant,  1  hroug-ht  my 
guns  inirk  to  thi.s  point,  in  o^iedioriec!  to  orders. 

Both  otlk-ers  ana  men  under  my  eomfiiand  behaved  as  well  as  possiljle. 
They  were  not  only  cool  and  prompt  under  Hre,  but  proved  themselves 
model  soldiers  by  bearing  without  a  nnirmorthe  hardships  neeessarily 
eutailed  by  our  position,  for  the  weather,  particularly  durintr  the 
night,  wa^s  extremely  severe,  and  the  secrecy  to  be  observed  debarred 

I  the  comforts  of  tire  and  shelter.     I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 
I  am,  Captiiin,  yours  respectfully, 
J,  WiTLSHMAN  Brown, 
Major  ^  Second  Smith  Vuwlhui  Art  ill  erf/  Vounfeers, 
Captain  W,  F,  Nance, 
^^^V  Baport  of  CapUin  Gary,  C.  8.  Army. 

^^  Battery  Mkanr, 

P  James*  Idmid^  Fthruanj  i,  1S6S, 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  pursuant 
to  orders  No.  38,  district  headquarters: 

I  was  detailed  bv  Majoi"  Lueas,  commanding  Western  Division, 
James'  Island,  to  take  charge  of  the  batteries  stationed  at  Mr*  Tliomas 
GrimbalFs,  flames'  Island,  consisting  of  three  H-pounder  rifled  guns, 
manned  hy  detachments  from  companies  A,  B,  ana  C,  Lucas's  Battalion 
of  Artillery,  Confedemte  States  Provisional  Army,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  W»  G.  Ogier,  E.  B,  C4>lhoun,  and  Captain  T.  B.  Hayno, 
respectively*  Between  the  hours  of  3  and  4r  o'clock  bi  the  afterncwn 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  the  gunboat  Im^ir  Smith  made  her  apjiea ranee 
and  anchored  off  Mr.  Thomas  Grindiairs,  some  5(M)  yards  distant  from 
my  batteries.  Aft^r  waiting  twenty  minutes,  and  the  abolitionists 
showing  no  disposition  to  laud,  I  ordered  my  Imtteries  to  open  tire, 
which  they  did  in  handsome  style  and,  anparently,  with  great  pre- 
cision. The  enemy  immediately  returned  tne  tire  with  gnipe,  canister, 
shell,  and  Parrott  shot,  at  the  same  time  slipping  her  cable  and  retreat- 
ing down  the  river.  While  retreating,  the  hring  was  kept  up  on  both 
sides  liriskly,  A  grapeshot  from  the  enemy  struck  tiie  gun  com- 
n^anded  hy  Captain  Hayne,  lait  without  damage.  The  firing  was  con- 
tinued by  my  batteries  until  the  Smith  struck  her  flag.  1  have  no 
casualties  to  report.  I  can  not,  however^  close  this  rejwrt  without 
calling  attention  to  the  gallantry  and  spirit  diH[>layed  h\  iKith  officers 
and  men,  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  command.  I  would  also  mention 
Messrs.  IL  W.  Kice  and  Pettigrew  Millard,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  aa 
having  rendered  efficient  service* 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  IL  Gary, 
Captain^  Cmnffuinding  Battidwn,,  at  Thomas  GrimhaU'», 

Captain  W.  R  Nance, 

AHtilataii  t  A  dj  idani'  General, 


List  «f  pritonsn  ft-om  iteBmer  ItaAO  Smith,  in  8tono  Ei^er,  Jaanarj  SO,  1868, 

F.  S»  Conover,  acting  lieutenant,  i/ommanding;   John   W.   Dicks, 
acting  master;  lioliert  Tarr,  acting  master;  Whitman  Chase,  acting 
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ciiftign;  Francis  Bronfaii,  iiuting  oiiHigii;  Henry  S,  Borden,  acting  engi- 
neer; Jacob  Tucker,  ac^ting  tir8tti88ii^tant  engineer;  Era8tu«  Barry,  a*:-t- 
ing  third  assistant  engineer;  F,  C  Hills,  acting  a-^sistant  paymaster; 
CharlcH  Estacken,  imynia8ter'8  clerk;  Samuel  h\  Miller,  petty  officer; 
Jefferson  \V.  Steele,  pett^^  officer;  John  Green,  petty  officer;  James 
McCormick,  qiiar  term  aster;  Charles  Donovan,  petty  officer;  William 
Briggs,  carpenter's  mate;  Samuel  Allen,  boatswain  s  mate;  Henry  F. 
Dorton,  petty  officer;  Henry  tl  Moore,  petty  officer;  Michael  Walsh, 
petty  officer;  John  Mitchell,  petty  officer;  Henry  G.  Botfenn,  ship 
cook;  Louis  1).  Silva,  captain's  steward;  Joseph  Xiarquis,  wardroom 
cook;  Thomas  W.  Denham,  wardroom  steward;  William  Wilsotj  (col- 
ored), wardroom  st-c»ward;  O.  H.  Brown  (colored),  wardroom  steward; 
\\\  H.  Johnson  (colcjred),  ^vardroom  steward:  James  Atkins,  seaman; 
Henry  (imves,  seaman;  Charles  BhimenthaU  seaman;  John  SjK*rd, 
seiiman;  William  McAllister,  seamen;  Antonio  Cop|>i?rwick,  seamuii; 
Alex.  Bush,  seaman;  John  Harris,  seaman;  William  Harris,  stniman; 
John  Tann(*r, seaman;  John  W,  Rynes, seaman;  Stephen  Carey, seaman; 
Benjamin  F.  French,  seaman;  Henry  Keed,  ordinary  seannin;  Bernard 
O,  Devine,  ordinary  seaman:  Thomas  Mulligan,  ordinary  seumun;  John 
Hurley,  ordinary  seaman;  Fi'ancis  Noel,  ordinar\«  [s*!amanj;  Lewis 
Fitzgerald,  ordinary  seaman;  Antonio  Matchett,  ordinary  seaman; 
Edward  Wilson,  yeoinan;  Michael  McDonald,  landsman;  Chapin  C, 
Cook,  landsman;  Martin  Van  Buskirk,  landsman;  William  1*,  Loader, 
landsman;  Stephen  B.  Clapp,  landsman;  Eugene  McKinney,  landsman, 
Thomas  P'reeman.  landsman;  James  Duffie,  landsman;  Sccjtt  \\\  Hall, 
landsman:  Moses  O,  Smith,  lanflsman;  Theodore  Barnes,  landsman; 
William  F,  Tnisk,  landsman;  Charles  A.  Cannon,  landsman;  Heniy  L* 
Bissell,  lands!nan;  W,  IL  Higgins,  landsman;  George  (i.  Lydstone, 
landsman;  William  H.  Park,  landsman;  Philip  A.  Dexter,  landsman; 
Daniel  M.  Nichols,  landsman;  Frederick  Chester,  landsman;  Michael 
Cannon,  landsman;  Edward  P.  Stetson,  landsnnm;  James  H,  Donally, 
landsman;  John  Williams,  landsman;  Dermis  11.  Galvin,  landsman; 
John  Dnnnavant,  landsman;  Ednmnd  P.  Case,  landsman;  W.  J,  Mack- 
real,  landsman;  Hugh  C.  Lynch,  landsman;  Timothy  (TBrien,  lands- 
man; Benjamin  T.  McDougal,  boy;  J*>hn  Barrett,  boy;  James  Devener, 
boy;  Thomas  F.  Needbam,  boy;  Andrew  F,  Ciirey,  buy;  Patrick  Mur- 
phy, fireman:  Franklin  O,  Ahiel,  lireman;  William  Cornell,  Hreman; 
W.  E.  Dunham,  hreman;  John  Hartley,  hreman;  Michael  Quannn, 
fireman;  John  Thall,  coal  heaver;  Levi  Anson,  coal  heaver;  James 
Owens,  coal  ht^aver;  flames  Egan,  coal  heaver;  Richard  Mason,  coal 
heaver;  William  Stevens,  coal  heaver;  G.  H,  Marvin,  surgeon;  T,  E. 
Perk,  ho^^pital  steward;  H.  Holmes,  Sanmel  Hotl'man,  A.  McKed, 
John  Dalton,  Richard  Mason,  K»  Stout,  J.  Nichols  (seamen),  wtnmde<l: 
James  Given,  seaman. 

James  S.  Turner,  second  assistant  engineer,  died  on  the  way  to  the 
city. 

One  hundred  and  tive  lodged  in  jail  January  31,  1863. 


4 


Lift  of  killed  and  wocLEded  on  board  the  Ii^c  Smith. 

The  Imiw  Smith  had  8  men  killed  and  15  wounded.  Acting  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  James  S.  Turner,  Imdly  wounded  in  the  leg  and 
breast,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paynnister  F.  il  Hills,  very  slightly  on  the 
head,  were  the  only  officers  injured. 
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Killed.— WilMnm  F.  t^ret^r,  l)oalswain's  mate;  Joseph  May 3,  iiej^ro; 
Richard  Waltoii,  (^oxswain;  William  S.  DH»key,  Jniiies  I^wis,  WHliaia 
Reehl,  Louis  Tram  bias,  John  IViors. 

Wounded — Richard  Stout,  arm  taken  of!';  Oniu  H.  Browu,  William 
JohuHon,  Jolin  Daltoii,  William  R  Loa^ler»  William  Harris,  Jam(\s  S. 
Turner,  second  ai^sistaritenjj^iiieer;  h\  i\  Hill«,  paymaster,  very  slightly; 
Saninel  IIofTman,  John  Nichols,  Alex.  Maekreal,  John  Hyiies,  L.  1). 
Silva,  j4JH0ph  Marquis,  Thooia«  W.  Denham, 

The  above  is  in  the  handwrititit;  of  ijieutenimt  Cojiover. 
Seeoud  AHsistatit  Engineer  James  8.  Turuer  died  l»efore  the  prisoners 
re4iehed  the  eity. 

Respectfully, 

P.  C.  Gaitxahd, 
Lreulenant'  Cohmtl  if  ml  PrimM-Mitn^haL 


Letter  fvnm  the  Secretary  of  theNamf  to  Rear- Admiral  iJu  P*mi^  U,  S* 
A^antj^  reganiing  tk^? poMHfhIlUy  of  attacking  Vharhj<ttm^  S.  C,^  w/th 
the  fierce  at  eommand^  tranHrnitttnij  infm^utatum  reeeivtsl  from  a 
r<'^'<ide?}t  of  that  elty, 

ContideutiftL]  Navy  Depaktment,  ./fir/ imry  t:?i,  1S6S, 

Sir:  Your  eoididential  dispatcli,  No.  36,  dated  the  i24th  itistjuit,  has 
l>eeji  received.  The  Department  does  not  desire  to  ur^e  an  attack 
uptHi  Charh\stou  with  irmdequate  jneans,  and  if  after  careftd  exaniinii- 
tion  y<Hi  deeui  the  runnher  of  ironelads  insiillieient  to  render  the  cap- 
ture ijf  that  pjrt  reasouahly  certain,  it  must  hi*  ahandtmed. 

The  iJepartujent  is  ncd  aeipuiinted  with  the  harhor  obstructions  eon- 
struet**d  by  the  rebels,  and  therefore  can  not  advise  with  you  in  regard 
to  these  obstacles.  If  they  are  not  considered  sufhcient  to  prevent 
3'our  entmuce,  it  is  not  f>elieved  |>ossiblefor  the  relwds  to  prevent  yonr 
success,  with  all  other  uieans  combined. 

The  tive  ironclads  sent  yon  are  all  that  the  Department  hjis  com- 
pleted on  the  Atlantic  coast,  with  the  exception  of  one  retained  at  New- 
pi»rt  News  to  watch  the  rebel  ironclad  IHaitnond,  No  othei's  are  likely 
to  be  timshed  and  sent  to  sea  within  the  next  six  weeks.  A  larjji'e  nuni- 
bor  td"  onr  best  wooden  vessels,  necessary  for  the  Idockade,  but  nut  for 
the  attack,  are  unfortunately  requiretl  in  the  West  Indies  to  pursue  the 
J^ tori  da  and  Aiahiima.  This  withdrawal  of  blockading'  vessels  renders 
the  capture  of  Charleston  and  Moldle  imperative,  and  the  Department 
will  share  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  the  eonmianders  who  make 
the  attempt. 

Enclosed  is  a  coyjv  of  a  na^moranduni  furnished  Vjv  the  Secretarv  of 
War. 

Very  respectful ly, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/w  Namj, 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F-  Du  Pont, 

Cftmdg,  Simth  Atlunlic  BitH^kadmg  Squadnm^  Pmi  Royah  S,  C> 

[Encloenire.] 
Meftuviititlmn  of  a  eomvmmrnilnn  mmlr  by  Ih.  Shfarer^  0/  ChurhMoUf  Januanj  i^^j^  /W.^, 

On  the  afternoon  of  Mojiday,  January  2f>,  a  strangrer  billed  at  the 
Inquirer  ottice  antl  asked  to  see  the  editor.     He  represented  himself  as 


572 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    RLOCKADING   SQUADRON* 


a  resident  of  Charloston,  S.  C,  and  that  he  had  left  that  citron  the 
ni^bt  of  .laiiiiui'v  14,  current.  He  had  with  him  tiles  of  the  Charles- 
ton Mercury  an^  Courier  from  the  :^d  to  14th  of  January.  His  object 
api>eured  to  be  to  leave  at  the  office  this  tiU^  of  Charlet^ton  papers  and 
to  ti^ive  information  to  }>e  puhlislied.  Mr.  Pedrick,  the  correMixindent 
and  reporter  whom  he  first  saw.  hrou^^ht  him  into  my  room,  introdue- 
\n^  him  a>  Dr.  Shearer,  of  Charleston,  but  Pedrick  subsequently  told 
me  that  he  had  some  difBeulty  in  ^'■etting^  a  name  from  the  gentleman. 

Having  invited  him  to  a  seat,  be  told  me  that  lie  was  a  physician  in 
practice  at  Charleston,  which  profession  protect e*l  him  from  the  con- 
sniption  Uiw,  and  that  be  was  a  l^nion  man.  He  had  run  the  blockade 
from  Charleston  in  the  .steamer  LtoiHrnl  on  the  nij^ht  of  the  14th ^ 
going  over  to  Nassau  and  thence  had  gone  to  New  York,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  25th,  He  .said  that  vessels  ply  to  and  from  Charleston 
and  Nassau  with  the  certainty  and  promptnes.s  of  a  reguhir  line^so 
regular,  indeed,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  rel>els  them- 
selves; that  .said  vessels  run  along  close  to  Sullivan's  Island  to  the 
northeast,  so  as  to  avail  of  the  protection  of  a  work  known  as  Fort 
Beauregard;  that  this  work  is  all  the  protection  the  blockade  run- 
ners have,  and  that  it  is  weak,  feebly  manned,  and  could  easily  be 
i-edueed,  which,  if  done,  would  put  an  end  to  blockade  running  \iy  that 
ebanneL  Fort  l^auregard  is  on  the  northeast  extremity  of  bullivan'a 
Island. 

He  said  further  that  whenever  any  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles- 
ton is  menaced — jls,  for  exaniple,  (lolashoro,  N.  C. — that  city  is  nearly 
stripped  of  troops;  that  when  General  Foster  was  opei'ating  towaM 
(foldsljoro  there  were  but  2,5U(>  men  left  in  Charleston;  that  at  no 
time  recently  has  there  lieen  more  than  5JK)0;  that  when  troops  are  so 
taken  away  northward  they  never  get  back,  and  that  Charleston  is  thus 
constantly  so  l>are  of  troops  for  its  defense  that  the  military  authori- 
ties there  are  in  constant  apprehension  that  their  weakness  will  l^ecome 
known  to  the  Federal  forces.  He  also  said  that  the  tight  at  Seces- 
sionville  was  very  near  becoming  a  Union  victory,  and  that  if  it  bad, 
the  Federal  troops,  if  they  had  known  all,  could  have  pursued  the 
rebels  right  into  Charleston  over  a  bridge  he  named,  Imt  which  1  for- 
got Furtlicr,  that  if  the  attack  on  Poeotaligo  had  l>een  made  in 
force,  success  would  certainlv  have  followed  and  Charleston  <'ould 
easily  have  been  captured,  as  it  was  then  also,  as  it  nearly  alwsivs  is, 
without  a  sufficient  force  for  its  defense*  The  i>eople  of  Chariest  >n, 
knowing  their  defenseless  condition  as  to  land  ftu-ces,  wonder  why  no 
assault  has  l>een  made.  He  said  further  that  if  a  cavalry  force  were 
landed  at  the  month  of  Stono  it  could  galloj>into  Charleston  at  the 
heels  of  the  pickets  on  the  lookout  in  that  direction;  or  that  a  force 
landed  at  BulTs  Bay,  northeast  of  Charleston  HarlK)r,  could  maich 
without  difticuity  to  Mount  Pleasant,  which  commands  Fort  ibmltrie. 

With  regard  to  Fort  Sumter  he  said  the  conmiandant  told  him  that 
unless  he  could  detain  an  attacking  fleet  or  shii>  *^^  minutes  in  the 
chamiei  bptween  Sumter  and  Moultrie  that  nothing  could  stop  the 
capture  of  Charleston  by  vessels  detei'mined  to  run  nis  tire.  At  the 
point  in  tlie  chamiel  indicatetl  for  such  detention  he  said  that  attenipts 
had  been  made  to  sink  obstructions,  but  that  the  currents  soon  carry 
them  awav,  anrl  that  all  such  etlorts  had  been  failures.  Two  gun- 
iioats  of  ttie  MtrritfiHvk  pattern,  i^ov4*red  with  railway  iron,  are  com- 
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pU*ted,  and  twu  nioro  are  ymler  wav,  all  in  Cliarleston  Harbor.  lie 
said  something  ahout  the  ease  with  which  the  steamer  frimfff^mnv 
anehorerl  at  O^^eeehee  [River,  OwsabawJ  Sound,  eould  ^mi  eHptured*  but 
that  has  faded  from  my  memory. 

The  fore^^ointj  is  but  a  hurried  atid  brief  sket^'h  of  a  long  eonversa- 
tioii,  uiueh  of  ^-liieh  is  set  down,  1>eing  elieitcd  by  my  own  questiQn.s. 

The  ''>!traniyfer,"  a^  I  eall  him,  wiij^  very  elose  alnait  hii*  own  con* 
neerions  and  business.  All  that  I  euuld  ^et  out  of  hiui  was  that  ho 
was  a  pliysiriun,  St^otch  by  birth,  had  lived  at  the  North,  had  been 
four  years  in  Charleston,  bad  letters  to  8onie  Northern  people,  but  did 
not  exhil>it  theui,  wa8  tjoin^  baek  to  New  York  and  the  nee  to  Ii<xston, 
and  then  mi^^ht  go  to  Washington  aljout  the  elose  of  tliis  week.  lie 
was  going  Iniek  to  Cliarleston  idtimately,  and  was  tberefoi^e  solieitous 
that  wliatever  w^as  published  should  be  so  guarded  as  to  eoueeal  his 
pirtiripation,  I  declined  to  i>nblish  anything,  on  the  ground  that  his 
mformation  might  be  of  value  to  the  Oovernment;  that  publicity 
would  defeat  or  destroy  its  value,  and  I  urged  him  to  go  straight  to 
Washington  to  see  the  Secretary  of  War,  He  expressed  his  aetjui- 
escence  in  this  view  and  said  he  would  go  to  Washington,  Imt  did  not 
say  so  in  a  verv  emphatic  way.  Fearing  his  resolution  uiay  fail  him, 
I  write  these  hurried  uieuKU'anda  rnv^^elf.  He  says  there  are  nmuy 
Union  men  in  Charleston  and  every wliere  in  the  Sonth;  they  couunu- 
n irate  under  cover  of  Masonry,  His  lodge  is  all  Union,  Biniuregard, 
he  saicL  is  cleaning  the  ru!>bish  from  the  cellars  of  the  burned  district 
and  making  them  bombproof,  so  as  to  supjxjrt  a  street  fight  in  the 
city. 

The  above  is  endorsed ;  '*  The  correctDess  of  this  statement  its  vouched 
for  by  George  Harding/' 


Bepon  of  Iiienteaant-C&inmandor  TTpshnr,  U.  8.  Navy,  cominatiding  U.  8,  8.  Flainb«»ii. 

U.  S.  iS.  Flambkau, 

Off  BulPs  Idiind,  South  Carolhm^^  FebrtMnj  2^  ISO  J. 

Sir:  I  have  to  repr>rt  the  capture  of  Acting  Master  William  H.  Shel- 
don and  Acting  First  Assistant  Kngiiu*er  A*  G.  Peujble;  the  woundirtg 
of  Acting  Ensign  (t.  Cottrell,  and  the  killing,  1  fear,  of  Alexander 
Cushman,  captain  of  the  foretop,  all  of  this  vessel,  under  the  following 
eircumstances: 

On  the  mornin;^  of  the  81st  ultimo  Otticers  Sheldon  and  I'emble 
hmded  on  BulTs  Island  for  the  purpose  of  foraging,  my  clerk,  Mr, 
d'Estimauville,  accompanying  the  latter  and  a  ccmtraband  the  former. 
At  noon  Messrs.  Pend»le  and  d'Estimauville,  while  approaching  the 
negro  cpuirtei*s  of  a  plantation^  known  as  Giblx^s'  farm,  had  their  sus- 
picions aroused  by  seeing  smoke  issue  from  one  of  the  chimneys.  At 
the  same  instant  ten  uien,  conmiaiided  by  an  otlicer,  filed  out  of  the 
dwelling,  distant  ahout  2(i  yards.  They  wx*re  well  dressed  in  Confed- 
erate uniform  and  armed  wdth  short  ri  ties  and  pistols.  Believing  tin-Ir 
capture  imminent,  Mr,  d'Estimanville  proposed  the  expedient  of  flight 
and  at  once  started^  but  Mr.  Pemble,  believing  himself  unseen,  drop- 
ped into  the  blushes  close  by.     Meanwhile  three  of  the  enemy  gave 
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cba.si'  to  Mr.  d^EKtinmuville,  ciilling  to  him,  *' Surrender,  or  wo'll  lire!" 
but  that  officer,  relying  on  his  H|>eed  to  elude  them,  c**Titiiiued  on  his 
course.  After  running;  about  a  mile  and  a  half  and  tiodiug  that  only 
cjne  of  his  pursuers  was  gaining  on  him,  he  turned  and  fired  his  rifle, 
apmrentlv  with  some  effeet,  a.*<  the  Confe<lorate  dropped  his  piece  ajid 
Hucldenly  lialted.  The  two  otbern  rttill  continued  the  chase,  bu^  Mr. 
d'Ejstiniauville  gained  cover  and,  lying  perdu  until  they  hiid  parsed, 
eH(*aped  them.     Ho  subsequently  sue(*eeded  in  reaching  the  vessel. 

Aoout  *J  p.  m.  Mr.  Sheldon  and  the  contniband  arrived  at  the  same 
faruj  and  were  almost  immediately  surrounded.  Five  or  six  rifleHbore 
directly  on  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  he,  seeing  resistance  vain,  nceeHi>arily 
Burrendered.  The  contraband,  however,  was  more  fortunate,  and 
though  ti\'e  shots  were  tired  at  him  on  his  Hight,  he  reached  the  ship 
in  *>afety  and  gave  us  the  information.  1  at  once  got  the  ship  under- 
way, and,  proceeding  as  far  inland  as  poissible,  dispatched  an  adequate 
forc^e  to  recapture  the  niissiug  officers. 

After  a  simrch  uf  four  hours,  which  I  regret  to  say  was  ineffeetuaK 
no  tmces  of  the  enemy  being  visiide,  the  boat^  retui*ned  to  the  ship 
abcHit  11  p.  in. 

Still  hopinfi^  to  find  Mr.  Pemble,  on  the  following  morning  I  sent 
another  expedition  to  scour  that  part  of  the  island.  The  detat'hnient 
under  command  ijf  Lieutenant  Smith  landed,  and,  throwing  out  skir- 
mishers as  they  advanced,  cautiously  examiTied  Gibbes'farm,  and  were 
pnu-eeding  toward  the  sunmlerhous(^,  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  and  in 
partial  view,  wiien  the  advance  came  across  the  pistol  worn  the  previ- 
(His  day  by  Mr.  Pemble,  the  gun  which  Mr.  Sheldon  had  useo,  and 
other  objects  evidently  left  by  the  enemy  as  a  decoy,  and  ivbich  it  is 
to  he  regretted  our  officers  di^  not  have  tne  foresight  to  appreciate  in 
time 

AlM^iit  a  mile  from  Gibbes'  farm  the  road  lay  over  an  emltankment  and 
thr4Kigh  a  dense  undergrowth.  Here  the  enemy  were  in  ambush,  and 
as  KiKsign  (V»ttrell  and  Mr.  d'Estimauville,  witli  their  skirmishers, 
advanced  on  the  place  they  were  received  with  a  volley  of  about  twenty 
Indls,  succeeded  by  a  scattered  tire  of  as  many  more.  My  coxswain  and 
Cushman,  captain  of  the  foretop,  were  within  It*  yards  of  the  enemy, 
and  Ciishman  fell  mortally  wouiKled.  I  fear.  Mr,  Cottrell  reccive<l  two 
w^ounds,  one  in  the  muscle  of  the  left  arm  and  the  other  through  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  right  thigh,  neither  cjf  which  the  surgeon  regjirds 
as  serious.  The  enemy  l>eing  completely  invisilile  and  evidently  in 
force.  Lieutenant  Smith  prudently  withdrew  and  enTl)arked  his  men 
in  good  order  and  w^ithout  further  casualties.  The  enemy  never  once 
broke  cover. 

As  the  sequel  proves,  it  w^as  imprudent  to  permit  our  officers  and  men 
to  go  so  fai-  from  the  ship,  but  tne  impunity'  wdth  which  pai-ties  from 
the  /i?^,s/Am\  and  lately  from  this  v<*ssel,  have  tniver.'^d  tne  island  has 
engendered  an  (•vercontidenceon  our  part,  and  I  may  as  well  stjite  that 
a  recurrence  of  the  disaster  will  1h>  carefully  avoided  for  the  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re^pectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  IL  UesHUR, 
Lteut-enmit-  Oommander, 

ilear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomjiiandinff  Smifh  Atlmitic  Bk*ckadhig  Squadrmu 
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Report  c^f  Acting  Master  Slieldon,  17.  8.  Navy,  regarding-  his  eapture. 

Burlington,  N.  J.,  Matf  lU  1S63. 
Sie:  DiH*niiiig  it  iioee>isary  to  mak€  some  explauittions  in  re)>"ard  to  my 
nipt  lire,  Jaiiimry  31,  1863,  I  will  ()e  i\h  brief  a8  po8.sible. 

On  tlu^  ruornirig  of  my  rapture  I  ohtainod  permission  from  C'ajitain 
l^})siHir  Ui  g-o  ashore  on  Bnlrs  Irslaiul  for  forag"e,  ae(*oinpanied  l»y  A*  ^  r. 
Penil>le,  then  acting  sissistant  engineer  of  l^.  S.  S.  F^antbt-an.  After 
landing  lie  ^^epa rated  from  me.  After  waiting  some  time  for  his  return 
1  started  for  the  ship,  taking  a  ditforent  route  from  the  one  purnued 
on  landing  fi'oui  the  ship.  After  proeeeding  a  shi»rt  tlistance  I  was 
suddenly  demanded  to  surrender  by  a  captain  and  thirteen  na-n,  bek*ng- 
ing  to  a  South  Carolina  regiment.  After  having  surrendered,  the  eap* 
tait*  iiifurnied  me  that  be  had  taken  an  officer  who  represented  to  hi  in 
that  he  had  deserted  from  the  Fiamheaft  and  had  given  hiju  informa- 
tion whifh  h^d  to  my  rajiture.  On  the  :i8th  of  tebrnary  hist  A.  G. 
Pemlile  took  the  oath  of  aMegiaia/e  to  the  so-ealled  St)uthern  Confed- 
eracy,  and  was,  when  last  heard  from,  at  Augusta,  (xa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant. 

W,   B.  Sheldon, 
Actiui/  3fmfef\  IL  S,  Namf. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Natry^   WfuMngi^n^  /A  V, 


Report  of  Captain  Hatkell,  C.  fl<  Army,  commanding  Battery  Marihall. 

Battery  Marshall,  S,  C,  Fehnmrt/ J^  IHf>h 
Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  ]>reparing  to  earry  out  4)rders  issu(*d  to  me, 
I  left  Sullivan's  Island  on  tlir  afternoon  of  January  3n  witli  seven  men 
and  Jan<led  at  tiibbes'  house  on  Bull's  Island  that  evening  about  dark. 
I  spent  the  next  morning  in  exploring  the  ditferent  r reeks  back  of  the 
island,  and  was  just  prtn-eedi ng  to  rceonnoiter  the  posit i(»n  of  the  gun- 
boat Fhtwhetttt  lying  near  when  I  met  with  and  captured  a  man  calling 
liimself  the  chief  engineer  of  the  FhffJmtu.  He  was  armed  with  an 
Erttield  rifle  and  a  navy  revolver,  but  said  he  was  only  out  on  a  shoot- 
ing expediti4)JL  I  sent  liim  otf  in  my  boat  to  the  west  end  of  the  island, 
and,  snpjxising  that  he  had  companions,  concraled  myself  and  lired  off 
his  gun  to  entiee  theuL  Another  man  soon  came  up  with  a  negro,  I 
t (Ki k  th e  f  o  r  1  n e  r  ] >r i st >n e r .  b  u 1 1 he  n egr o  ra n  a  w ay .  Th e  m a  n  pro f  essed 
to  be  u  second  lieutenant  and  m'ting  master  *>f  the  Plamhttnt;  was 
armed  with  a  musket  and  gave  the  same  account  of  himself  as  the  first, 
I  hurrietl  him  off  to  the  west  end  of  the  ishmd  arjd  sent  l>oth  to  Sul- 
ivan's  Island,  sending  at  the  same  time  to  ask  that  5v>  men  should  be 
seivt  me. 

I  remained  on  the  island  that  night,  and  almut  sunset  the  Flnmhemi 
came  around  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  (iiblK*s'  hrnise,  and  com- 
ing to  anchor  within  :^00  yards  of  the  island,  sent  from  IfNJ  to  1*j!(»  men 
ashore*  They  advanced  a  short  distance,  searched  Gibbes'  settlement, 
and  went  aboard  again.  I  slept  at  Ciibbes'  house  that  night,  and  the 
next  nK»rning  the  ot>  men  who  I  had  desired  to  be  sent  me  arriving  at 
the  west  end  of  the  island,  T  inimediatelv  advanied,  being  anxious  to 
lie  in  ambudh  at  Gibbcii'  Wharf.     The  distance,  however,  wa^s  alxmt  4 
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niih's,  and  hy  the  time  I  had  passed  over  half  of  it  1  was  met  by  one 
of  my  seoiit.s,  who  informed  me  tbit  the  enemy  had  limded  and  were 
atlvanein^^  Directly  afterwards  I  .saw  them  myyelf,  al>out  75  men  in 
f  i*ont,  with  a  reserve  of  af>oiit  50  more  about  b(H)  yard;^  farther  liuck* 
They  were  marehini?  through  an  open  held  in  elose  order.  I  formed 
mjiiuMi  (45,  the  rest  having  1>een  left  in  the  Imats)  just  baekof  GibbeB' 
simnnerhoiise,  and  as  they  eauie  up  they  gave  them  a  volley  from  half 
of  my  f4>rc(%  <M\h4'ing  the  remainder  to  reserve  their  fii'c,  as  I  expected 
them  to  eliarge  me.  It  aeemed  to  take  them  by  surprise,  as  they  had 
not  yet  seen  ine,  and  they  immediately  retreated  in  confusion,  return- 
ing my  fire  as  they  went.  The  very  dense  thieket  prevented  my  tire 
fnm!  i»eing  very  etfective.  They  left  one  man  dead  on  the  ground;  a 
first  lieutenant  of  marines,  eommanding  the  detachment,  was  appar- 
ently mortally  wounded,  and  another  luan  also  appeared  to  l>e  woundcHl* 
1  knew  that  the}^  htid  a  launch  with  a  rifled  gun  m  it,  with  which  they 
could  destroy  my  boats  and  cut  oil'  my  retreat,  and  having  onl}'  one 
day's  rations,  1  considered  it  best  to  cross  o\er  to  Caper's  Island  and 
wait  for  reenforcements.  I  ai-e^rdingly,  after  waiting  for  them  to 
renew  the  attack  about  half  an  hour,  marched  back  to  my  boat»s  and 
crossed  over  the  inlet  dividing  the  two  islands,  sending  olF  a  boat  at 
the  satne  time  t^  a.sk  for  reenforcement^s. 

I  waited  on  Ca|>er's  Island  until  the  next  evening  at  8  *M'lo<"k,  when 
1  receivcil  orders  to  return  to  Sullivan's  Island,  f  set  out  at  11  o'clock 
and  arrived  at  this  post  early  this  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oi>edi(*nt  servant. 

Charles  T.  Ha«kell,  d  r, , 
ikjjtmn^  Camrmmdiftf/  Pont. 
Captain  W.  F.  Nance, 

AHmstant  Ad}fttmit'Gen4}ral^  Flmt  Military  District. 


liejmrt  (*f  tJom/mindrr   WortLm^  U^  'S.  jVfiiu/^  rq/ardifhf  the  jxrt^pmed 
atUick  upon  J^ort  McAlliMer,  Off. 

U.  S.   S.  MONTAUK, 

Sik:  Having  now  a  proper  supply  of  amoiunition  for  all  the  vessels, 
and  weather  permitting,  T  projwse  to  attack  Fort  McAllister  to-mor- 
row {Sunday)  morning,  on  the  first  of  the  ebb  tide. 

From  iniV»rmation  I  have  received  through  a  contraband  who  left 
the  fort  on  Sunday  night  I  shall  be  enablea  to  take  up  a  position  at 
from  6(H>  to  7<iO  yards  from  the  fort. 

I  feel  the  want  of  3|-Hecond  fuzes  for  our  XV- inch  shells  to  cause 
them  tcj  explode  at  the  proper  time  from  the  distance  I  propose  to 
take,  I  am  in  hopes,  however,  that  our  5-second  fuzes  will  accomplish 
the  work, 

I  slujuld  havi^  been  ghid  to  have  had  the  aasistance  of  the  Ihwff  with 
her  l<>u-|M>under  rifle  in  reducing  the  fort,  and  in  dismantling  it,  after 
iti^  reduction,  while  the  Se)wca  and  Wissaklckon  proceed  up  the  river 
to  destroy  the  JVaJihrd/e. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

John  L.  Wordex, 

Commnjidcr^ 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

thtiununding  iSmdk  Atluniia  ^loekadiriff  S^juadrtm* 
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Attack  of  Conft^ili^mte  It^mcldds  upon  fhe  F*^d^ml  hlochidlng  aguddron 
^  nf  Churl estoju  S,  (\,  Jannattj  31,  1S63. 

£eport  of  Bear-AdmlTml  Ba  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  additional  re|M)rta. 

No.  53.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Fhrt  Bm/al  Harbor,  S,  a,  Fehruary  J.  h%S. 

Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  alwiit  4  o'clock  of  the  uiorning  of  the  3l8t 
ultimo,  during  the  ohHcurity  of  a  thick  haze,  two  ironrlad  giurhoats 
caiue  out  of  Charleston  l>y  the  tuain  Ship  Channel  unpi^rceivod  hj  the 
squadron  and  comiuonceil  a  raid  upon  the  Idoekadiug  fleet. 

Most  of  the.  latter  were  of  the  light  class  of  piiraiai>ed  vcs^Ls,  two 
of  the  heaviest  men-of-war,  the  Potrhatan  and  Onmndalffmi,,  being  at 
thb  nort  coaling  and  repairing.  The  Aferctdifn  was  the  first  vessel 
a ttacK ed .  He r  offi c e r s  and  c i"c w  had  bee n  pa rti e ii la r ly  w^ a tch f  u  1  d u r i  ng 
the  night,  looking  out  for  suspected  vessels,  and  at  H  o'clock  had  slipped 
cable  and  ovei'haulcd  a  troop  steamer  running  for  the  channel  by  mis- 
tiike.  She  had  returned  to  ner  anchoruge  and  Captain  Stell wage n  had 
gone  to  his  roooi  for  a  short  time,  leaving  Lii^utenant-Commander 
Abbot  on  deck,  when  one  of  the  ironclads  suddenly  appeared,  her 
approach  having  been  concealed  by  the  haze  and  eijstof  the  atmosphere* 

The  vessel  was  immediately  hailed  and  an  order  giveu  to  *ire,  but 
the  ironclad  being  close  aboard  and  lying  low  in  the  water  no  guns 
could  be  lirought  to  bean  A  heavv  rille  shell  was  tired  from  the 
enemy  which,  entering  the  start^oaJ  side  of  the  Merced i la.  iHw^ed 
through  her  cotidcnser,  the  steam  drum  of  her  port  boiler,  and 
exploded  against  the  port  side,  blowing  a  hole  in  its  exit  some  4  or  5 
feet  square,  killing  the  gumier  and,  by  the  escape  of  steam,  scalding 
a  number  of  the  men  and  rendering  her  motive  power  apparently  use- 
less. Unable  to  use  his  guns  and  being  at  the  mercy  ot  the  enemy, 
which  w^as  lying  alongside  on  his  starboard  quarter,  all  further  resist- 
ance was  deemed  hojjeless  by  Captiiiti  Stcllwagen  and  he  surrendered. 
The  crew  and  officers  were  j^aroled  though  nothing  was  said  of  the 
ship,  the  executive  officer,  Lieoterjant-Conmiander  f.  Abbot,  having 
gone  on  board  the  enemy's  gunboat  and  made  the  arrangement. 

The  ironclad,  leaving  the  Jf  nydifa  to  her  fate,  to  si  nit  or  not.  next 
engaged  the  Jiet/.Hitme  ^Sfate^  Comuiander  Le  Roy.  who  was  also  attacked 
by  the  other.  Their  tire  ^vas  gallantly  returned,  but  a  shell  expkxling 
in  the  forehold  of  this  vessel  she  was  set  on  tire.  Comuiander  Le  Roy 
kept  olf  until  it  was  got  under  when  he  steered  again  for  one  of  the 
ironcliids,  ordered  fuU  steam,  and  determined  to  try  to  run  her  down* 
The  guns  had  been  trained  and  depressed  for  a  plunging  tire  at  the 
moment  of  collision  and  the  shi])  nad  a<Hjuircd  a  speed  of  12  knots 
when  a  shell  or  shot  from  the  etiemy  inissed  tlirough  both  steam 
chests,  wholly  disabling  her  boilers  and  rendering  ner  |x>werless. 
Ten  ritle  shell  struck  tlie  Keya^tont  State,  two  burst  on  the  quarter 
deck,  but  most  of  them  struck  the  hull,  T>eing  near  and  below  the 
water  line. 

In  tlie  mtnuitime  the  Aiigii^tn^  CVimmander  I^rrott,  the  Qtuikf*r  CUy^ 
Commander  Frailey,and  the  Mrntphh.  Acting  Lieutenant^Vatniougli, 
kept  up  a  tire  upon  the  enemy,  diverting,'  tlieir  attention  from  the 
KeyHtimt  *VA?/f  which  was  soon  after  taken  in  tow  by  the  Mem/di is  mid 
drawn  away  from  the  tire. 

The  Augusta  and  Quaker  City  were  both  struck  in  their  hulls,  the 
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Mernphis  only  in  her  rigging*  The  Hansatonw^  Captain  Ta^  lor,  gave 
chase  and  a  shot  from  her  struck  the  pilot  house  of  one  of  the  iron- 
clads, doiug,  it  is  thought,  some  damage  and  carrying  away  one  of  her 
tiags.  The  rebel  vessels  then  pjissed  to  the  northward,  receiving  the 
fire  of  our  ships,  and  took  refuge  in  the  Swash  Channel  behind  the 
shoals. 

The  onlv  casualties  were  on  the  Mercedita  and  the  K^^ystone  StaU\ 
On  the  Reysttme  State  they  are  very  large,  about  one-fourth  of  her 
crow  killed  and  wounded  and  among  the  former  the  medical  officer  of 
the  ship,  Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  H.  Gotwald,  who  was  st^alded  to 
death  whilst  rendering  surg^ieal  iiid  to  one  of  the  wounded  men.  Nine 
of  those  w^ho  died  perished  from  the  escape  of  sti^am  when  the  boilers 
and  steam  chimney  were  penetrated,  and  among  the  wounded  the 
greater  number  received  their  injuries  from  the  same  cause. 

As  the  Mr-re* ^i tin  was  the  only  vessel  w^hich  surrendered  1  have 
directed  a  court  of  enquiry  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  as  well  as  into  the  terms  under  which  the  surrender  was  made. 
This  investigation  has  been  asked  for  h\  Captain  Stellwagen, 

I  receivecT  this  intelligence  on  Saturday  at  8  p.  m.  by  the  Avfusta, 
which  ship  inmiediatelv  returned  to  Charleston.  The  Mercedita  soon 
after  arrived,  and  th(*  lui/stirfie  St(jf<\  in  tow  of  the  Ifejnphifi^  when  the 
latter  vessel  was  at  once  sent  back  to  her  station.  The  JanuH  Ad-ger^ 
Commander  Patterson,  which  had  towed  the  Passaic  to  Wassaw  to 
watch  the  Fingal^  nnich  more  formidable  than  the  Charleston  iron- 
clads, was  iilso  turned  back  as  she  was  coming  into  Port  Royal  and 
ordered  to  Charleston,  and  the  Powhatan^  through  the  commendable 
zeal  of  Captain  Godon.  was  got  ready  by  \\  o'clock  p.  m,  I  had  the 
channel  and  bar  buoys  lighted  when  she  passed  out  safely. 

The  Neie  Inmmd^s^  Captain  Turner,  w^hich  since  her  arrival  here 
has  been  undergoing  various  altemtions  ordered  by  the  Department 
and  of  whii'h  it  has  been  advised,  had  taken  out  her  mast«  about  12 
o'clock  on  the  day  we  received  the  news.  She  had  to  take  in  coal,  but 
succeeded  in  getting  aw^ay  at  S  oV*lock  the  oext  morning, 

I  forward  Herewith  copies  of  the  repoits  of  Captain  Stellwagen, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A nlwt,  and  Commander  Le  ilov  (marked  Xos. 
1,  2,  and  3);  also  the  reports  of  the  casualties  on  the  Mercedita  and  the 
KeifHfone  State  (marked  iHos.  4  and  5).  On  the  Mercedita  there  were  4 
killed  and  'S  w^ounded;  on  the  liet/stmH^  Statt\  20  killed  and  20  wounded 
Ver}'  respectf uUv,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-AdmiraL  O^mdg,  Smdh  Aticmtu' Blockading  S^iuadron^ 

Hon.  Gedeox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ybvt/^   Washin^tOHy  D.  Cn 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  dispatch  was  written,  and  as  the  mail  was 
about  to  close,  I  received  the  rejK)rt  (herew  ith  enclosed,  marked  No. 
6)  of  Captain  William  Rogers  Taylor,  of  the  Hoimaimxic^  the  senior 
officer  off  Charleston,  who,  however,  was  stationed  at  the  northeast 
end  of  the  line  of  blockade,  near  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

S.  F*  D.  R, 

HmT'AdmwA, 

P.  S.— An  additional  statement  just  received  from  Commander  Le 
Boy  is  herewith  enclosed  (marked  No,  7). 

S-  F.  Du  Pont. 

RecLt-Admiral. 
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fieport  of  Captftin  Stellwa^en,  V.  S.  Kavy.  commandmg  U.  8.  S.  Keroedite^ 

LT.  S.  8.  Mercedita, 
Port  Eoyal,  January  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  4:25  thiw  morniag  two  ironclad  rams 
from  Charleston,  in  the  okscurity  of  a  thick  haze,  and  the  moon  having 
JLLst  set,  Hiu-eeeded  in  passing  the  bar  near  Ship  Channel  unperceivea 
by  the  squadrooj  and  made  au  attack  upon  it,  this  ship  being  fii*8t 
encountered. 

Farticiihir  vigilance  was  exhibited  bv  otiicers  and  crew  in  expecta- 
tion of  vessels  to  run  the  blockade. 

At  t^  jL  ni.  we  had  slipped  cable  and  overhauled  a  troop  steamer  run- 
ning for  the  channel  by  m.istake.  At  4  I  laid  down.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Abbot  was  on  deck,  giving  orders  to  Acting  Master 
Dwyer  about  leco^ering  the  an(4ior,  when  they  saw  a  smoke  and  faint 
appearance  of  a  vessel  close  at  hand,  ]  heard  them  exclaim,  **  She  has 
black  smoke.  Wati-h,  man  the  gmis^  spring  the  rattle,  call  all  bands 
to  quarters!'''  Mr.  Dwyer  came  to  the  cabin  door,  telling  me  a  steam- 
boat w^as  ^dose  aboard.  I  wa.s  then  in  the  act  of  getting  my  pea- 
jacket,  and  slipped  it  on  as  I  followed  him  out;  jumped  to  pcjop  ladder, 
saw  smoke  ancl  a  low  boat,  apparently  a  tug,  although  1  thought  it 
might  be  a  little  propeller  for  the  squadron.  I  sang  out,  *'  Train  your 
guns  right  on  him  and  be  ready  to  fire  as  soon  as  I  order.'*  I  hailed, 
'* Steamer  ahoy!  Stand  clear  of  us  and  heave  to!  What  stearaer  is 
thatT'  Then  ordered  my  men  **  Fire  on  himf'  told  him,  '*You  will 
be  into  us!  What  steamer  is  that  if'"  His  answer  to  first  ov  second 
hail  wai>  '' Halloo!"  the  other  replies  were  indistinct,  either  tty  inten- 
tion or  from  Iwing  spoken  inside  of  his  mail  armor,  until  in  the  act  of 
striking  us  with  his  prow%  when  he  said.  *'This  is  the  Confederate 
Statcjs  steam  ram 
no  gun  could  be 


I  repeated  the  order  to  **Fire,  tirel''*  but 
trained  on  him,  as  he  approached  o!i  the  rpiarter. 
Struck  us  just  almft  our  aftemiost  3:^'pounder  gun  and  tired  a  heavv 
rifle  through  us,  diagonally  penetrating  the  starljoard  side,  througli 
our  Normandy  cond*?nser,  the  steam  drum  of  port  boiler,  and  explod- 
ing against  {x^rt  side  of  ship,  blowing  a  hole  in  its  exit  some  4  or  6 
feet  square.  The  vessel  was  instantW  lilled  and  enveloped  with  steam. 
Reports  were  brought  to  me,  '*Shot  through  both  boilers,''  *^  Fires 
put  out  by  steam  and  water,"  *' Gunner  and  (uie  man  killed,"  ^^Num- 
l>er  of  uien  fatally  scalded,'' ••Wat^er  over  tire-room  floor,'-  '*  Vessel 
sinking  fast  The  ram  has  cut  us  through  at  and  below  water  line  on 
one  side,  and  the  shell  has  burst  on  the  other  about  at  the  water's 
edge.'' 

After  the  ram  struck  she  swung  around  under  our  starboard  coun- 
ter, her  prow  touching,  and  hailed,  ''Surrender,  or  Y\\  sink  youl'' 
'*Do  you  surrender  f  After  receiving  reports  1  answered,  **  I  can 
make  no  resistance;  mv  boiler  is  destroyed.  "*  '*Thcn  do  you  sun-en- 
der?"  I  said,  '*  Ye8,"liaving  found  ray  moving  power  destroyed,  and 
that  I  could  bring  oothing  to  bear  but  muakets  against  his  shot-proof 
coating. 

He  hailed  several  times  to  send  a  boat,  and  threatened  to  fire  again. 
After  some  delay  a  boat  was  lowered,  and  Lieutenant-C^nnuander 
Abbot  asked  if  he  should  go  in  her,  and  iisked  for  orders  what  to  say, 
I  told  him  to  see  what  they  demanded,  and  to  tell  him  the  condition 
we  were  in. 
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lie  proceeded  ulx>ard,  and,  acoording  to  their  demand,  gave  his 
parf>le  on  belialf  of  huuself  and  all  the  oflScers  and  crew.  His  report 
accoinpanie.s  this* 

The  ram,  having  been  detained  a  half  hour  or  more,  ran  out  for 
hteanier  Keystone  tStnte,  which  vessel  and  three  others  we  had  tried  to 
alarm  by  lights.  We  saw  a  shell  explode  as  it  hit  the  mm,  without 
injuring  her.  Saw  the  Kt^ystmie  Stat^'  was  hit  several  times,  and  the 
Hteam  and  smoke  ix>uring  from  her.  The  firino-  then  receded  to  north- 
ward and  eastward,  and  was  prett}^  brisk  at  head  of  the  line. 

I  set  evervbody  to  work  taking  care  of  wounded,  pumping  shin, 
.stopping  leaKs,  examining  engine,  etc.  Alx)ut  B  a.  ni,  got  thmgs  in 
f)raer  to  start  u  little  steam,  and  hove  up  anchor.  The  Shttm  and 
Flmj^  seeing  our  crippled  state,  stood  out  to  us,  and  I  told  them  they 
mi^nt  be  wanted  to  the  northward  to  pick  up  men,  the  fighting  now 
bemg  over  (almut  7:30), 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  in  the  squadron,  where  all  the  vessels 
were  conspicuous  for  vigilance,  this  ship  has  never  been  found  want- 
ing. Every  tiling  wa^  done  the  circunLstances  permitted  in  a  proper 
manner — the  signal  imoks  thrown  overboard,  and  all  the  officers  and 
the  crew  generally  behaved  veiy  well.  The  result,  though  unhappy^ 
only  shows  the  immense  advantage  ironclads  huv(^  cjver  other  vessels. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol3edient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

CaptoMh. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comm<tnding  South  AtlaiUic  Blockading  S^piodnm. 


Bip«rt  of  Li«iiten&itt-CommaiideT  AblK»t,  IT>  8.  Navy,  ezeontiTe  offleer  U,  8.  8.  Merfi^dita. 

Lu  S,  8,  Mercedita, 
At  Sea^  oj^  PiJ^rt  Eoyal^  Jamtary  31^  1863, 

Sir:  In  oljedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  to  the  rebel  ram,  and 
was  received  by  Lieutenants  Parker  and  Shryock  and  conducted  by 
the  fonner  insicle  of  the  house,  where  1  was  received  by  her  captain 
(his  name  1  did  not  learn).  1  told  him  I  had  come  in  the  name  of 
Captain  Stellwagen  to  give  np  the  V.  S.  S.  Ifercedlfa,  she  being  then 
in  a  siidving  and  perfectly  defenseless  condition.  He  asked  nie  about 
the  condition  of  our  boatij  and  number  of  crew.  I  told  hint  our  boats 
were  not  large  enough,  nor  in  a  proper  condition  to  carry  our  number 
of  crew. 

After  he  had  privatelv  consulted  with  her  commodore,  he  returned 
to  me.  saying  thiit  they  had  concluded  to  parole  our  officers  and  crew, 
])rovided  I  would  [>ledt''e  my  sacred  word  of  honor  that  neither  I  nor 
any  of  the  officers  ana  crew  of  the  Mercedita  would  again  take  up 
arms  against  the  Confederate  States  during  the  war,  unless  legally  ana 
regularly  exchang^nl  as  prisoners  of  war.  Believing  it  <o  be  the  proper 
coursi*  to  pursue  at  that  time,  I  consented.  1  was  then  informed  that 
I  could  return  to  the  3f*rral!tfi. 

I  will  here  state  in  this  report  that  I  was  on  deck  at  the  time  the 
smoke  of  the  ram  was  discovered,  and  in  less  than  two  minuter  she  was 
into  us.  Your  order  to  fire  into  her  could  not  be  obeyed,  as  no  gun 
IB  the  ship  c4:»uld  \y%  depressed  or  trained  to  hit  her,  though  every 
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effort  was  made,  nhe  Ueiiig'  ho  \o\v  in  the  water  and  cijming  upon  U8 
quartering.     We  had  only  timt*  to  ^et  the  watch  to  their  ijuarters,  and 
before  wo  eould  slip  our  eahle  we  were  without  steaoi^  a  nhell  having 
^pn&sed  ooDiph^tely  tn rough  ship  and  hoik^i'. 
1  am,  very  resi>ectfully,  etc, 

T,  Abbot, 
Lieuiefumt-  Cmntnander  and  Executive  Offieet\ 

C'aptain  Henby  S.  Stellwaoen. 

U.  S,  aV.  Mercedita. 


Eeport  of  Acting  Aiaiitant  Surgeon  Maion^  tf.   fl.  Hftvy^  of  0AtQftIti«t  on  tbe  TF«  8^  8. 

Mereedita. 

U.  S,  S,  Mebcedita, 

Off  Ch/trl^tmi,  S.  C,  January  SI,  1863. 
Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  casualties 
which  occurred  this  uiorniiig  on  hoard  thif^  vessel  when  tired  into  by  a 
so-called  Conf*xlenite  ram,  name  unknown: 

The  shell  tirst  passed  diagonally  through  the  captain's,  clerk *s,  and 
giuiuer's  staterooms,  through  the  steam  chimney  of  the  |K>rt  boiler, 
carrying  away  the  Normandy  condenser,  exploding  while  passing 
through  the  opposite  side  of  the  ship  in  the  dis])ensary.  The  lounense 
amount  of  steam  escaping  from  the  steam  chimney  killed  and  satlded 
some  of  tiie  tiremen  and  coal  jmssors  and  one  ordinary  seauian. 

Julh'd. — Jaco}»  Amee,  gunner,  by  the  shell;  it  carrying  away  |mrt 
of  the  sacruou  h?ft  nates,  and  fnicturing  left  thigh  lione;  he  was  in 
his  stateroom  at  the  time,  James  Gale,  second-claHs  hreman,  sculd<Hi 
to  death  in  the  engine  room. 

Waamittl. — John  Reilcy,  coal  passer;  mortally  scalded;  engine  rof^m. 
Alonzo  Rouse,  tirst-class  fireman ;  slightly  scalded;  engine  room.  Potjer 
Galagher,  tirst-class  ti reman;  mortally  scalded;  tire  room.  William 
EastwoLid,  lirst-class  tireraan;  slightly;  tire  room,  James  Armstong, 
ordinary  seaman;  slightly;  on  deck  at  engine-room  hatch. 
I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servaot, 

C,  H.  Mason, 
Acting  As»isia/nt  Surgeon, 
H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Captain^  Chmmanding, 

P.  S. — Since  writings  the  alx>ve  report  two  of  the  wounded  have 
died,  namely,  John  Keiley,  coal  passer,  died  at  4:45  p.  m,,  January  81; 
Peter  Galagher,  tirst-class  tireman,  Februarys  1. 


Beport  of  Comaemder  Le  Boy,  H.  B,  Kayy,  eomtnAndiag  tl.  8.  B.  Keyitone  Bute. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Port  Roi/al,  S,  i\.  Jimnm^y  31,  1803. 

Sib:  1  have  to  report  that  about  5  a.  m.  of  this  day,  while  at  anchor 

off  the  main  eixtmnce  to  the  harlmr  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  this  ship  was 

approached  by  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  steamer,  but  regarding  her 

appearaBce  as  suspicioua  I  ordered  the  cable  slipped  and  tired  a  gim, 
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which  "WHS  responded  to  hy  a  shell,  when  I  ordered  the  gons  to  be  fired 
as  they  amid  he  hrau|^'ht  to  bear  upon  the  objeet.  On  putting  my 
head  to  the  eastward,  it  wiw  discovered  there  wan  one  on  either  quarter, 
and  we  made  them  out  from  their  peculiar  eonstrnction  U>  he  ironclads 
after  the  model  of  the  M*TriiniU'h\  Owing"  to  a  tire  in  the  ft>rehold, 
we  Mtood  to  the  northward  about  ten  minuter,  and  shoaling  water  kept 
S.  E.  aVjout  ten  minutes  to  enable  us  to  subdue  the  tire,  and  then 
turned  around  and  under  full  f^team  proposed  atteujpting  to  run 
down  the  ram,  but  about  6  a*  m*  a  shell  from  one  of  them  entered  on 
the  ix>rt  side  und**r  forward  wheelbouse  guard,  passing  through  port 
steam  chinuiey  and  landing  in  starboard,  depriving  us  of  our  motive 
|K>wer.  Ten  ritle  shell  struck  the  ship  and  two  burst  on  quarter-deck^ 
most  of  them  strikhig  the  hull,  being  near  and  Ivelow  water  line.  Our 
steam  chinnieys  being  destroyed,  our  motive  |>ower  was  lost  and  cmr 
situation  lieeaiui*  criticaL  There  were  2  feet  of  water  in  the  ship  and 
leaking  badly,  water  rising  rapidly,  the  forehold  on  fire.  Others  of 
tJie  sipiadron  coming  along,  the  ran)  that  had  injured  us  so  mucli  altered 
her  course,  and  l>efore  our  wheels  entirely  stopped  we  were  enabled 
to  get  a  hawser  from  the  MtrnphU  and  were  taken  in  tow. 

1  regret  tt>  report  our  casualtias  as  very  large,  some  2U  killed  and  20 
wounoed.  An njug  the  killed  I  have  to  mention  the  surgeon  of  the  ship. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  H,  Gotwald,  who  was  killed  while  in  the  act 
of  rendering  assistance  to  some  of  the  wounded. 

Caj>tain  Watmough,  of  the  Mtmphi.s^  kindly  gave  me  the  services 
of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Spencer  IL  Brown,  to  whooi  Ifeel  much 
indebted  for  the  attention,  etc.,  he  has  exhibited  in  caring  for  the 
wounded. 

Being  uuable  to  comnumicate  with  the  senior  oflieer  present  person- 
ally or  by  signal,  1  deemed  it  my  duty  (Commander  Frailey  advising 
the  step)  to  uiake  tlie  best  of  my  way  to  Port  Royal,  Commander  Frailey, 
hy  my  request,  advising  the  senior  officer  that  1  would  leave  in  tow  of 
t6c  Mmj}/i!s  unless  he  gave  other  orders. 

Accompanying  please  find  list  of  aisualties.  In  conclusion,  1  beg 
to  call  att^mtion  tcj  the  desire  manifested  by  all  under  my  coiiimand 
to  destroy  the  enemy,  and  particuhirly  to  the  cool  and  efficient  manner 
ill  which  I  was  seconded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  K.  Enst- 
man,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship, 

1  am,  sir,  very  re^pectfidh%  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Co??ima?iderm 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Camdy,  South  Atlantic  Mlockadmif  Squadron^  Pm*t  Moyal^  S,  C\ 


Beport  of  OAstLftltitH  on  board  tiio  IT.  S.  S.  Eeyetono  State. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  [— 


,  ISGSl 

Killed,,  20. — Jacob  H.  Gotwald,  assistant  surgeon;  Samuel  W.  Boyle, 
surgeon's  yteward;  James  Barr,  first -class  fireman;  George  A.  Ireton, 
tirst-class  fireman;  Edward  Jjivermore,  orderly  sergeant;  William  A, 
Graw,  corporal;  Thomas  Eiley,  marine;  Robert  McKinsey,  second- 
€la*»s  boy  (contraband);  Robert  Willinger,  second-clasS  boy  (contra- 
band), scalded  to  death.     Dayid  L.  Caldwell,  seaman;  George  Eey- 
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iholdft,  ordinary  neaman;  William  H.  Clark,  ordinary  seaman;  John  E. 

fBaiinon,  land>soian:  Owen  J.  MfGowan,  landsman;  R.  H.  B.  Thomas, 
landsman;  John  W.  Armstrong,  marine  (private);  William  Deily, 
marioe  (private);  John  P.  Conway,  marine  (private);  William  Pay  ton, 
marine;  Patrick  Herrick,  marine,  killed  by  ^helL 

WmmfML  W. — Penton  Bellville,  yeomen;  sealded,  face  and  hand^. 
John  W.  Wriffht,  captain  hold;  slightly  scalded,  face  and  hands.  Pat- 
rick Loft  us,  hrs^t-clays  ti  reman;  badly  scalded,  hands,  face,  and  .side. 

I  Robert  A.  Atkinson,  tirst-class  fireman;  slightly  scalded.  Reul-K'n  A. 
Konk,  second-i^lass  fireman;  slightly  scalded,  face  and  hands.  William 
Loftiis,  second-class  fireman;  oadly  scalded,  face,  hands,  arms,  uiul 
body.  James  Hoosey,  coal  heaver;  scalded,  hands,  face,  and  neck* 
Alex.  McKni^ht,  coal  heaver;  slightly  scalded,  face,  hands,  and  neck. 
Patrick  Farren,  coal  heaver;  slightly  scalded,  face,  hands,  and  neck. 
Fniiicis  High,  coal  heaver;  slightly  scalded.  John  McKenney,  coal 
heaver;  slightly  scalded.  John  Burns,  coal  heaver;  badly  scalde*^,  face, 
hands,  and  neck.  Hugh  Golden,  coal  heaver;  badly  scalded,  face,  hands, 
and  neck.  Rendy  Gould,  second-class  boy  (contraband);  slightly 
scalded,  face  and  hands.  William  Coffin,  quartermaster;  slightlv,  in 
toe  from  shell  Moses  O'Conner,  ordinary  .seaman;  injured  in  hip 
by  splinter.  Thomas  Kelley,  ordinary  seanian;  slightly,  in  fdot  by 
shell.  John  Sullivan,  landsman;  toes  of  both  feet  shot  away  (since 
dead).  John  Quinn,  :2d,  landsman;  gun.shot  wound  m  thigh  and  hm^k. 
Michael  Scott,  marine;  wound  in  t^e  from  splinter. 


Abttrftet  logr  0^  the  IT.  B.  fi.  Kesntone  Stat«,  Gomm&iiii«r  W.  £.  Le  Eo^t  U.  i.  Kavy. 

December  i,  1862,— OS  Charleston  and  BulFs  Bay. 

Janiuny  SI, — At  3:15  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  with  a  light  at  peak 
standing  toward  S.  W.,  close  to  U.  S.  S.  MemphU.  U.  S.  b.  Mirc4:dita 
finHl  two  guns,  and  brought  her  to,  and  lx>arded  her.  At  *6'A0  the 
strange  steamer  proceeded  to  the  S.  W".  At  3:50  saw  steamer's  light 
to  the  eastward,  standing  S.  W.  At  5  disc^overed  a  vessel,  slipped 
anchor,  and  njade  for  her;  fired  at  her,  and  received  a  shell;  proved 
to  be  an  ironclad;  exchanged  a  nura>>er  of  shots  with  her.  At  0  a  shot 
from  her  ppnetmted  our  steam  drum,  scalding  and  killing  a  number  of 
the  crew.  About  7  ship  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Memphh,  Killed, 
Assistant  Surgeon  .1.  H.  Gotwald,  Surgeon's  Steward  S.  W.  Boyle, 
and  1^  men;  wounded,  20  men.  From  8  to  meridian  two  men  died 
from  their  wounds.     From  4  to  8  p.   m.  anchored  off  Port  Royal* 

Extm  remarks:  While  at  anchor  off  Charleston,  January  31,  1863, 
between  4  and  5  a.  m.,  a  gun  was  fired  near  and  supposed  to  be  by  the 
Mercedttit ^  and  some  lights  were  seen.  Soon  after,  discovered  a  dark 
object  a  little  ahead  of  her,  and  then  a  column  of  f>lack  smoke  was 
noticed  rising  from  the  ve.ssel  that  I  supiKised  was  either  a  tug  out 
from  Charleston  or  some  stranger  passing  along.  Another  column  of 
black  smoke  was  seen,  more  to  tne  northward  and  eastward  of  the 
Mereedita.  My  suspicions  being  aroused,  1  ordered  the  foi-ward  rifle 
trained  upon  the  first  steamer,  which  was  standing  toward  this  ship, 
also  other  guns  to  be  ready.  Gave  notice  to  the  engineer  of  the  watch 
to  be  ready  to  move,  and  the  steamer  drawing  nearer,  ordered  the  cable 
slipped  and  enough  motion  to  get  command  of  the  ship.     By  this  time 
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the  stranger  wa*r  abreast  the  steamer's  waist*  On  hailing,  *^What 
steamer  is  that."  the  reply  was  *'  Halloo/'  followed  by  some  words  that 
were  uniutelH^'ible.  Satisfied  In'  the  view  obtained  through  my  night 
glaisses  that  th^  stranger  was  a  ratn,  I  ordered  the  steamer- s  bow  gun 
hi*ed  at  liei%  wlin-h  was  at  oiiee  respotKled  to  by  a  shot  from  the  stranger, 
when  1  onlered  the  sUtrljotird  battery  fired  as  soon  as  the  gims  could 
}»e  lirought  to  bear,  |iuttirig  the  helm  uporl.  On  heading  to  the  north- 
ward and  eiistward,  diseovered  a  ram  on  either  (juarter.  Soon  after 
the  first  gun,  fire  was  reported  forward,  below.  After  extinguishing 
it,  fire  was  soon  again  reported  in  the  same  plaee,  when  the  ship  was 
kept  oti  seaward  to  enable  lis  to  put  out  the  lire  and  get  things  in  eon- 
dition  to  attac*k  the  enemy.  Ordered  full  steanu  and  about  daylight 
dis(Hivered  blaek  smoke  and  stood  for  it  for  the  purpose  of  running 
her  down.  Exchanged  shots  rapidly  with  her,  striking  her  repi^atedly 
but  making  no  impression,  while  every  shot  from  her  was  striking  us» 
About  G:  17  a.  m,  a  shell  entering  in  the  iwrt  side,  forward  of  the  for- 
ward guard,  destroyed  the  steam  chimneys,  tilling  all  the  forward  part 
of  the  ship  with  steam.  The  port  boiler  emptied  of  its  contents,  the 
ship  gave  a  heel  to  starboard  nearly  down  to  the  guard,  and  the  water 
from  the  boiler  and  two  shot  holes  under  the  water  led  to  the  impres- 
sion that  the  ship  was  tilling  and  siukin^^,  a  foot  and  a  half  of  water 
being  rept>rtcd  in  the  hoUl.  Owing  to  the  steam,  men  were  unable  to 
et  suppiif^s  of  amnmnitii>n  from  forward.  Ordered  all  botUs  ready 
or  lowering,  signal  book  thn)wo  overboard,  and  also  some  small  arms. 
ThL*  nun  being  so  near  and  the  ship  being  helpless  and  the  men  being 
slaughtered  by  almost  every  discharge  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the 
colors  to  lie  hauled  di»wn,  but  finding  that  the  enemy  w^as  still  tiring 
upon  us,  I  directed  tlic  colors  to  be  rehoisted,  and  resumed  our  tire 
from  the  after  battery.  Now%  the  enemy  being  injured,  or  to  avoid 
the  squatlron  approaching,  sheered  off  toward  thn  harbor,  exchanging 
shots  with  the  IffnmiUmle,  which  \  essel  was  in  chiise.  Put  fore  and 
aft  sails  on  the  ship,  sent  yards  aloft,  and  bent  sails.  There  being  no 
wind,  drifted  silong  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  when  the  Men^phis 
took  us  in  tow.  Our  surgeon  being  killed,  the  surgeon  of  tlie  Mtmpkw 
came  on  board  and  attended  to  the  wounded,  finding,  when  enaoled 
to  get  on  the  berth  deck,  that  L  officer  and  U*  men  were  killed  and  20 
wounded.  Entirely  disabled,  started  in  ti>w  of  the  Memj^hm  for  Port 
Eoyal,  being  obliged  to  keep  port  l.mttery  run  in  and  starboard  out  to 
heel  ship,  on  account  of  shot  holes  at  port  water  line. 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Command4ir* 

Fehrtmnj  L — At  Port  Royal,  S-  C.  At  10  a,  m.  the  tug  Rescue  came 
alongside  to  tiike  out  wounded  men.  At  11:4U  received  twenty  coffins 
for  the  killed  l)y  the  tug  I^frndrlfon.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  tugboat  came 
alongside,  with  a  barge  in  tow  for  the  2U  killed.  At  1:45  left  the  ship 
and  went  alongside  the  Afrrcedita,  At  2:20  the  funeml  prot^ession  left 
the  Jlerct'f/ita  for  Bay  Point.  At  5:30  the  crew  returned  on  board 
from  the  funeral. 

Fehra^rnj  6-1  rL — Four  men  sent  to  the  Vermont  died  from  wounds 
received  in  action  of  January  31, 
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Abitract  of  engineof't  log,  JJ,  S,  8,  Kefitone  8ut«. 
Bixk:kauin«  off  Charleston- 


s' 0. 


Saturdat^y  Jannnrt/  SI^  1SG3, 

IS  to  S  a,  m, — Lying  quietly  ut  suielior  as  usual;  weather  c^alm  and 
plea^sant:  six  fires  being  spread  and  in  good  order,  other  six  hanked. 
Everything  in  reud!iies.s  for  moving  at  short  notice* 

J  if*  0  if.  //^.  —  Between  4  and  Tj  o'eloek  two  relnd  staam  rams  or  iron- 
clads were  discovered,  one  of  them  being  a  short  distance  from  us. 
Slipped  anchor  and  got  underway,  spreamng  all  tires  and  generating 
yteaiu  as  fast  as  possible,  several  shots  having  been  exchanged  by  this 
time.  Alx)nt  0  o'clock  an  alarm  of  fire  was  sounded;  the  ship^s  course 
was  changed  so  as  to  allow  time  to  quench  it,  which  was  done  bv 
forcing  two  streams  of  w^ater  upon  it,  the  donkey  pump  working  at  full 
speed. 

0  to  9  (f.  m. — At  (j:1i»,  having  extingiiishcd  all  the  fire,  received 
orders  from  the  cxeentive  officer  to  kee|>  a  good  pressure  of  stetyn  and 
to  go  ahead  a^s  fast  as  possible,  the  intention  lieing  to  run  down  the 
smaller  of  the  two  rams.  By  this  time  had  a  pressure  of  20  pounds 
steam,  per  gauge,  and  cutting  off  at  abont  fme-tiiird  tlie  stroke  of  pis- 
ton.     Ihe  hres  were  now  in  good  order  and  steam  rising  rapidly. 

At  6:15  commenced  exchanging  shots  with  the  rebel. 

At  0: 17  received  a  shot  or  sliell  on  our  port  beam,  said  shot  passing 
through  the  hull  and  penetrating  Imth  steam  drums  of  hoihu's.  The 
engine  at  the  time  of  this  accident  was  making  about  fifteen  revolu- 
tions per  minute,  everything  working  well,  etc.  In  an  instant  after 
the  penetration  of  the  steam  dniins  both  the  engine  and  tire  rtiom  wei'e 
enveloped  in  steam,  all  hands  esc^vping  as  fast  as  possible;  the  engine 
still  working,  having  a  good  vacuiiUL 

As  soon  as  practicable  went  into  the  engine  and  fire  room,  found  the 
pressure  of  steam,  i>er  gauge,  2  |>ounds,  engine  making  alxiut  four  rev- 
olutions per  minute,  gradually  decreasing,  until  about  r»:4o  engine 
ceased  working. 

At  T:  15  hauled  all  fires,  also  started  a  tire  under  the  donkey  boiler 
to  generate  steam  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  Worthington  steam 
pmnp  so  as  to  clear  ship  of  the  water  accmmilated  in  the  bilges. 

At  7:30,  the  steam  being  sutticiently  raritied,  proceeded  to  examine 
the  extent  of  injury,  etc.,  sustained  by  the  steam  drums.  The  port 
drum  was  struck  first,  about  6  feet  from  the  top  and  on  the  forward 
part,  making  an  ugly  rent  in  a  diagonal  direction,  following  the  fonn 
of  the  steam  dt  um  aWut  4  feet  long  l»y  2  or  more  feet  in  width.  The 
shot  then  entered  the  starlward  steam  drum,  making  an  opening  not 
quite  as  large  as  in  the  {xu't  drum. 

Our  propelling  [xnver  was  thus  completely  destroyed. 

At  7: 2i>  the  I'.  8.  S.  Memphu  took  our  ship  in  tow.  Weather  clear 
and  calm;  sea  smooth. 

A  complete  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  tlie  engine  department 
is  appended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Eddowes, 
Acting  First  Aast.  Engin^er^  in  Charge  U^  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
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Extract  ft-om  letteri  of  Lioutenuit-Commaader  S&itmAit,  XT.  8.  Navy. 

U-  S.  S.  Keystone  Statk,  January  31^  1863. 
»  ♦  «  *  *  ♦  ♦ 

We  had  thin  iiiorning  a  li|fht  with  an  ironclad  otf  Charleston,  and  have 
been  towed  down  here  in  a  sinking  condition,  *  *  *  h^t  we  are 
now  safelj^  anchored.    *    ♦    *    We  have  lost  one-qiiarter  of  our  crew. 

Febkuaby  3,  1863. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  January  (about  5  a,  m.)  we  heard  a  gun, 

whieh  is  the  usual  signal  of  a  blockade  runner.  The  captain  went  on 
deck,  had  uie  calk'd.  I  slipped  on  n\y  clothes,  went  up,  and  sent  the 
erew  to  quarters  and  saw  a  small  vessel  approa^'hing  us.  I,  in  the 
meantime,  gave  an  order  to  slip  our  cable,  wliich  was  done.  The  ves- 
sel came  nearly  alongside  and  1  hailed  him  to  stop  or  I  would  tire.  He 
Siiid  *"  Halloa  I  ''*  1  fired  into  him  seven  guns,  one  after  the  other,  hitting 
him  at  the  distanee  of  50  yards,  without  hurting  him.  He  tired  into 
us  without  more  words  and  tried  to  ram  us,  but  we  evaded  him.  His 
shot  set  us  on  tire  and  we  hud  to  run  before  the  wind  to  put  it  out.  As 
he  kept  firing  on  us,  we  were  very  busy.  After  ten  minutes  we  put 
the  fire  out  and  in  ten  minutes  more  were  on  lire  again,  this  time  along- 
side of  our  shell  room,  and  it  kept  us  hard  at  work  with  water  for 
twenty  minutes.  Dark  all  the  time,  so  we  could  see  his  smoke  and  feel 
his  shell*  After  our  lire  was  subdned  we  got  ready,  manned  both  sides, 
and  mn  for  him  to  run  him  down  or  sink  us.  All  this  time  we  were 
Working  our  guns  urul  part  of  the  time  fighting  a  seeoud  ironclad. 
Just  as  we  got  within  lino  yards,  going  at  the  rate  of  1^  miles,  he  put 
a  shot  through  both  our  boilers  and  fdcw  us  up.  Then  we  were  done. 
The  ship  fell  over  on  Ijer  side;  she  had  four  large  holes  in  her  !x>ttoni; 
we  could  not  move  any  more,  arid  one-fourth  of  our  strong  erew  w^ere 
killed  or  wounded— hors  du  combat.  Captain  Le  Roy  {God  bless  hira), 
out  of  pity  for  the  dying  and  the  dead,  hauled  down  our  tlag;  the  iron- 
clad fired  two  more  shot  into  us.  Then  Le  Roy  ran  the  flag  up  and  we 
went  to  work  at  him  agsiin*  The  timely  arrival  near  us  of  one  of  our 
vessels,  and  the  breaking  of  day,  made  the  rebel  go  into  Charleston, 
and  permitted  us  to  go  to  work  at  the  pumps*  We  righted  the  ship, 
got  a  tow,  and  are  now  in  Port  Royal  repairing  damages.     ♦     ♦     * 

The  men  fought  splendidly  and  bad  every  confidence  in  me,  which 
is  pheasant,  for  no  matter  wfiat  I  told  them  to  do  in  the  dark  night  not 
one  hesitated,  and  they  all  knew  it  was  a  hopeless  fight  for  us.  Le  Roy 
is  the  noblest  and  best  of  men.  *  *  *  jj^j  {j^  ^^  brave  and  cool  as  a 
good  Christian  gentleman  can  be.     *     *     * 

Yesterday  we  buried  our  dead — 23,  probably  3  more  to-morrow.  At 
daylight  that  morning  we  mustered  196,  now  W'e  nmster  138  all  told. 
Oilr  wounded  have  gone  to  the  Vermont^  where  tbei-e  is  better  accom- 
modation.    *    *    * 

We  did  our  l)est,  if  we  did  not  succeed.     *     *     * 

We  are  knocked  all  to  pieces,  eleven  (120' pounder)  shell  went  into 
lis  and  two  burst  on  the  quai-ter-deck* 

[T.  H.  Eastman,] 

[Mrs.  T.  H.  Eastman.] 
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S«|H)rt  of  Gaptain  Taylor,  T7.  B.  Hayy,  comiDandiii^  V.  S.  8.  Honiatonie. 

U.  S.  S.  HOUSATONIC, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  soon  after  5  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing tiring  was  heard  to  the  southward  and  west^vard*  which  was  con- 
tinued for  rtliont  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  we  countM  the 
reports  of  11  gun.s.  There  wiis  then  a  cesHation  of  twenty  minutes.  1 
supposed  that  a  sinuiltaneous  attempt  was  making  by  several  vessels 
to  run  the  blockade.  Just  f>efore  rt  o'clock  the  tiring  wii8  renewed, 
and  the  cfirection  of  the  tkislies  gradually  changed  from  8.  \V,  to  S. 
The  tiring,  though  continued  longer  than  usual,  was  not  so  nipid  as  to 
excite  any  apprehension  in  my  imnd.  As  the  dawn  approachi'd  three 
steamers  were  disceraed  bearing  about  S.  b\^  H,  apparently  heading 
toward  the  lower  end  of  the  line.  One  of  them  was  seen  tcj  be  the 
Qn4iker  Vilf/y  and  I  supposed  that  one  of  the  others  at  least  wa.*^  a 
prize.  About  3U  minutes  past  6  o'clm^k  the  Auf/uMa^  the  ship  next 
below  the  Ilffrmtkmiey  stationed  1  mile  S.  S.  W*  of  her,  made  night 
signals.  They  were  not  distinct,  Init  as  she  got  underway  and  ran 
immediate iy  to  the  stmthward  and  westward  I  presmned  she  had  dis- 
covered danger  to  the  vessels  in  that  quarter. 

The  cable  of  this  ship  was  slipped  instantly  and  we  steamed  midcr  a 
full  head  after  the  Afff/nsfa.  After  we  had  been  underway  aliout  ten 
minutes  3 duck  smoke  was  reported  to  the  westward,  and,  as  soon  as  it 
was  light  enough  to  see,  an  irunclad  ram,  bearing  the  Confederate  tlag, 
was  disco vered  steering  t^iward  the  eiitnince  of  the  harbor.  She  kept 
steadily  on  her  course  and  made  no  demonsti'ation  of  coming  toward 
us.  In  the  meantime  the  Atu/mta  had  opened  tire,  but  it  was  some 
minutes  t>efore  we  rould  make  out  her  opporient*  About  7  o\'lock 
another  ram,  under  the  same  Hag,  was  disc<»verpd  to  the  southward 
and  westwai'd,  also  heading  toward  tlu^  harbor.  This  ship  was  ateered 
as  close  to  the  shoal  as  the  water  would  |M*rmit,  rumiing  between  the 
ram  and  our  own  vessels.  As  soon  as  we  got  within  range  we  opened 
tire  uinm  her,  which  she  returned  w  ith  delil*eration.     The  tire  on  our 

Sart  was  kept  up  as  long  as  she  continued  Avithin  range.  At  no  time 
id  she  deviate  from  the  course  she  was  steering  when  we  tii'st  saw 
her,  except  that  she  turned  twice  to  bring  her  stern  gun  to  bear  upon 
118.  Her  shells  struck  near  us  and  past  us,  but  none  hit  us.  It  was 
reportt^d  to  me  that  we  shut  away  her  forward  pilot  house  and  tlag- 
statf.  Appearances  justified  the  supposition,  and  we  afterwards  saw 
men  apparently  engaged  in  erecting  ant^her  llugstati'.  Sonn^  of  our 
shot  ana  shell  passed  over  her,  and  1  think  she  nuist  have  been  struck 
seveml  times*  As  she  advanced  toward  the  harlfor  small  steamlx^ats 
came  out  to  meet  her,  as  if  to  assist  her  in  getting  in. 

The  firing  having  ceased  hy  the  withdmwai  of  the  enemy.  Captain 
Parrott,  of  the  An^twta^  came  on  board  and  called  my  attention  to  the 
fart  (which  had  been  observed,  however)  of  the  Merctdita,  Fkuj^ 
Otfiiwa^  and  ^ttttln  being  now  here  in  sight,  Apprehensive  that  they 
had  l>een  destroyed,  I  directed  him  tu  proi^eed  without  delay  to  their 
stations  in  order  to  render  anv  assistance  that  might  1m?  necessary,  and 
then  to  go  to  Port  Royal  and  mform  you  of  the  events  of  the  morning. 
The  Af'f/don^  Staft'  was  at  this  time  in  tow  of  the  Memphk  and  dis- 
tant 2  or  3  miles*  The  weather  was  unfavorable  for  signaling,  and  I 
was  steaming  toward  her  when  the  Qttah^r  City  came  up  and  expressed 
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a  desire  to  commiiTiicate.    Commander  Frailey  reported  having  received 

a  shell  in  his  ongint.*  room,  tind  retmired  .several  articles  to  repair  the 
dama^^e.  He  informed  me  that  tlie  Keystone  State  had  her  boilers 
.shot  throiig:h,  and  that  there  had  heen  a  great  loss  of  life  on  board  of 
her.  He  aliso  stated  that  the  Memphw  had  her  in  tow  for  Port  RoyaL 
Feeling  that  that  waw  the  best  dispo,sition  to  lie  made  of  her,  and  see- 
ing the  AufjNJs'ta  in  eommiinieation  with  her,  I  allowed  her  to  proceed 
withoyt  making  any  further  attenipt  to  overtake  lier, 

Alxmt  half  pi8t  10  o'clock  the  Fin//  came  up  and  repoi-ted  the  cap- 
ture of  the  MereedUa  and  that  her  officers  and  crew  were  paroled* 
Coimnandei*  Strong  also  assured  me  of  the  safety  of  the  Stettin  and 
OtfttiPfi.  The  Au{/i(j^ta  received  a  shell  through  her  side,  but  there  was 
no  injury  to  any  person  on  board,  Alx>ut  11  o'clock  the  Stetfm  came 
up,  and  Acting  Master  Van  Alstine  brought  me  a  metjsage  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Whiting,  of  the  Ottutm,  to  the  effect  that  the  Ismtc 
Sfuitk  had  been  captured  the  evening  previous  in  Stono,  and  that  the 
ibwimHioft  MeDonmigh  was  in  danger.  I  directed  Conuiiander  Strong 
to  proceed  at  once  to  that  quarter  and  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
might  appear  best  under  the  circimistances.  Heavy  tiring  has  been 
heard  in  that  direction  this  afternoon. 

1  now  determined  to  go  to  my  former  station  to  pick  up  the  anchor, 
but  was  unable  to  get  hold  of  any  landmarks  on  jux'ount  of  the  haze 
over  the  shore  until  about  3  o'clock.  I  would  state  that  at  no  period 
from  daylight  up  to  that  time  had  the  land  lK*en  anywhere  distinctlv 
viisible.  On  approaching  my  anchorage  the  two  rams  were  seen  lying 
in  Maffitt's  Chan  neb  close  to  the  shore,  some  distance  to  the  northward 
and  eastward  of  Fort  Moultrie,  They  w^ere  attended  by  several  small 
steamers.  About  5  o^clock  they  all  went  back  int<»  Charleston  Harbor* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  Rogers  Taylor, 
Captidn  mid  Senifrr  Ojficer  Pr^st^enU 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pokt, 

Coffidi/*  South  Atlantic  lilrjckmlmf/  Sqvodrfm,  I^wt  Royal^  S.  C 


\ 


BepoTt  of  BtAr-Admlral  Bm  Font^  IT.  S.  Havy,  tranamittm^  copy  of  tlia  lo^  of  tlid  IT.  8.  9^ 

EQlLI«tOlLiC. 

No,  108.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royd,  S.  a,  Mtm-h  2,  1S6S. 
Sik:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  lo^'  of  the  U.  S.  S.  lltmrntmne^ 
from  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  81  wt  January  to  5  p,  m.  of  the  same 
dav^  which,  perhaps,  should  have   }>een  forwardea  in  mv  dispatt^h 
No.  73. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[    '  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Pear- Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Ati^iniic  Pl<}ckading  Stpiauron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sem'et<ii^  of  the  Mavij^  Wmhington^  D.  C 
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Log  oj  the  U,  S.  S,   Housaionic,  c^mtnarided  bv  t\tp(uin   WlUiam  Roger*  Taytiir,  off 

CharksUm,  S.  C. 
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Jammry  Sl^  1863. — Froui  4  to  8  a,  m,:  Set  .starboard  watch,  stai- 
tioned  ajid  armed  as  in  the  first  and  mid  watchen.  At  5:05  a.  oi. 
saw  the  llai^h  and  heard  the  rei>ort  of  a  gun  Ijoariiig  S.  W.;  the  tiring 
continued  about  half  an  hour  at  interxals,  when  there  was  a  ces.sation 
of  about  twenty  minutes;  it  was  then  resumed,  the  direction  varying 
from  S.  \V.  to  S.  Could  not  see  the  vess^els  from  whence  it  came  on 
account  of  the  dense  mi.st  a!K>ut  the  horizon.  At  tS:  15  a.  m.  saw  three 
vessels  together,  bearing  S.  by  E. ;  made  one  of  them  out  to  l>e  the 
Quaker  Cttij.  V.  S.  S.  Aufjmta  burned  Costorrs  signals,  which  were 
ni>t  understood,  but  which  were  supfxised  to  mean  danger;  she  got 
underway  and  stood  tow^ard  the  tiring.  We  immedidtely  clipped  and 
steamed  after  her,  all  hands  at  quarters.  Hailed  the  prize  steamer  and 
ordered  her  to  get  underwav.  About  H:4n  a»  m,  saw  black  smoke  to 
the  westward  and  as  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  see^  discovered 
a  ram  with  a  Confederate  flag,  steaming  rapidly  t<:)ward  Fort  Sumter. 
The  Aumwfu  w^as  then  engaged  with  another  vessel.  Kan  down  be- 
tween them,  when  a  second  ram  was  discovered,  on  which  we  opened 
tire  at  7:08  a,  m.  She  was  then  moving  slowh^  toward  the  direction 
of  the  harbor.  At  7: 87  a.  m.  she  went  out  of  range.  We  lired  thirty- 
four  guns  at  her  in  this  interval;  she  returned  our  Kre,  but  none  of 
her  shots  struck  us.  We  knocked  away  her  pilot  house  and  forwai'd 
flagstafl".  At  7: 50  a.  m..  discovering  her  roof  covered  with  men,  fired 
two  shuts  from  the  ltX»-poundei'  rMe  at  extreme  elevation,  both  of 
which  fell  shoit.  The  U.  S,  steamers  Quahr  City,  UnndUUt  and 
Amjmta  were  underway  to  the  ea.stward  of  us.  The  Memphin^  wdth 
the  Keyntom  State  m  tow,  standing  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
The  schocmer  America  standing  to  the  eastward.  At  N  a.^  m.  saw  the 
l^hig  on  her  station,  but  could  see  nothing  of  the  M*reedita^  Ottawa^ 
Steitln^  or  ff.  W,  Bhint,  lleleased  the  prisoners  fi'om  confinement 
before  going  into  action.  Depth  of  water  alongside,  30  and  *i9  feet. 
Pressure  of  steam,  23  and  25  pounds. 
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From  8  to  meridian:  At  s  a,  nu  secured  the  batt-ery-  The  two 
eoemy's  .^toaniers  out  of  ^^ight  toward  Fort  Sumter;  it  being  very  hazy 
around  the  horizon,  could  not  see  into  the  harbor.  At  8  a-  m,  dis- 
patched the  Atigmttt  to  Ftirt  Royal  with  information  for  the  admiral. 
At  S:^JOa.  UL,  while  .steaiuiii*»;  toward  the  Keysttnie  State^  the  Qiutker 
Oitt/ miidQ  sitrnal  No.  487:  hove  to  and  she  communicated ;  furnished 
her  with  materials  to  repair  damage  done  to  her  machinery  by  the 
enemy.  Saw  a  steamer  rn  the  offing  .standing  to  the  southward  and 
westward;  caUed  the  second  division  to  quartern;  s^he  stood  in  near  us 
and  hove  to,  boarded  her  and  found  her  to  he  the  U.  S.  transport  Cog- 
sach\  with  troops  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  bound  for  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
8: 40  a.  m.  we  made  signal  No,  333  to  the  U.  S.  S.  l/muiilla.  At  10:2U 
a.  m.  the  U.  S,  S.  Mag  came  up  and  ctmimunicated  with  us.  At  11 
a.  m.  the  haze  cleared  sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  see  Fort  Sumter,  but 
wfo  could  not  sec  into  the  harbor.  At  11:  HO  a.  m.  made  signal  No. 
1073  to  U.  S.  S,  yiatj\  At  11:3U  a.  m,  the  prize  steamer  Pthi^ess 
Hf/yal  and  the  ti*an sport  (h^isfwk  went  out  of  sight,  Ijearing  S.  S*  W. 
Saw  a  river  steamer  underwav  l>etween  Fort  Sumter  and  the  sand  bat- 
tery near  Fort  Moultrie  all  the  watch.  Waiting  for  the  haze  to  clear 
to  run  in  and  pick  up  our  anchor.  During  the  watch  the  following 
vessels  communicated  with  us,  viz,  U.  h.  steamers  Qtmlvr  Cnt/^ 
Aw/if^ta^  Fimjy  Stetthij  and  UnadUlu,  We  could  see  nothing  of  the 
U,  S.  steamers  Ottawa  and  Mercedita  or  schooner  //.    \\\  Wftnt, 

Jos.  W^  CONGDON, 

Acting  Master. 

From  meridian  to  4  p.  ul:  At  meridian  the  U.  S,  S,  J^^lm/  made  tele- 

rphic  signal  to  this  ship  Nos.  5376,  388,  53,  At  l!2:in  d,  m,  the 
S.  S*  Quaker  City  commuicated  with  this  ship.  The  U,  S.  S. 
J^^lag  communicated  with  the  steamer  standing  in  from  the  eastward. 
At  12:52  p.  m.  l\  S.  S.  Fiatj  made  signal  No.  1025  to  this  ship.  At 
1:15  she  communicated  with  us.  At  1:20  the  UnadHla  came  to  in 
her  station.  Sa«\^  a  small  steatncr  cotue  out  past  Fort  Moultrie  and 
stand  along  the  shore  of  Sullivan's  Island,  where  we  soon  after  made 
out  two  rams  attended  liy  a  tugboat;  they  were  lying  still  near  Bat- 
tery Beaureo^rd  and  remained  there  all  the  watch.  At  1:45  p*  m, 
U.  S*  S.  Flfhj  stood  to  the  S*  W.     At  2:10  p.  m,  saw  a  steamer 

ing  in  fr 

d  lier  anc 
U.  S.  S.  Qmihr  Cfhj  made  telegmphic  signal  to  this  ship,  Nos.  595^ 
725,  535,  54,  *>*%  14,  4311^,  At  2:  45  p.  lu.  the  steamer  coming  in  from 
the  eastward  came  within  hail;  found  her  to  be  the  U,  S,  transport 
Oriole,  with  troops  from  lieaufort,  N.  C,  to  Port  Roval,  S.  C,  At 
3: 10  p.  111.  we  made  signal  No.  333  to  U.  S.  S.  UnmllUa.  U,  S.  S. 
Flag  and  transport  Oriole  went  out  of  sight  to  southward.  At  3:40 
p.  m.  U,  S*  S.  Quaker  Cift/  made  telegrapliic  signal  to  this  ship,  Nos. 
4573,  numeral  1,  287,  4968,  725,  481  (*,  403t>,  At  4  p.  m.  we  made 
telegrapliic  signal  to  l\  S,  S.  Quahr  Clly,  Nos.  32<51,  3974,  2053,5721S 
f><j5t].  The  crew  employed  in  getting  chains  over  the  aide  to  protect 
the  steam  drums,  mahing  rigging,  etc.  Discharged  all  the  small  arms 
in  the  shm  and  reloaded  them.  Ship  lying  off  and  on  in  5  fathoms 
water.     Fort  Sumter  bearing  W*  by  N* 

J.  K.  Crosby, 
Acting  Master. 


I 


standing  in  from  the  eastward.      At  2:20  p.  m.  we  steamed  ahead 
toward  lier  and  i-alled  secoml  division  to  quarters.     At  same  time  the 
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From  4  to  ti  p.  m. :  At  4:05  p.  m.  the  rebel  rams  and  steamers 
fiteumed  toward  Charleston.  At  4:  iiO  p.  m.  saw  a  steamer  liearing  E. 
4  S. ;  heard  heavy  firing  to  the  westward;  saw  four  vessels  to  the  east- 
ward. At  4:38  p.  Ill,  a  sail  reported  in  the  offing  }>e.aring  N*  E.  hy  E. 
At  4:50  p.  m,  the  two  rams  went  behind  Fort  Moultrit*  out  of  sight. 
Heard  heavy  tiring  on  Fortjs  Sumt^^r  and  Moultrie.  At  5  p.  m.  we 
made  signal  to  Quaker  City^  No.  833.  At  5:10  p.  m.  the  two  small 
rebel  steamers  disappeared  in  the  same  direction  with  the  rams. 
U.  S.  S.  Quaker  ^Vfiy  communicated  with  us,  and  at  5:4<i  p.  m.  she  came 
to,  bearing  S.  W.  f  W,  Finished  getting  chains  over  the  sides  and 
took  furling  lines  otf  of  the  trysails*  Delivered  5  XI -inch  solid  shot 
to  the  IT,  S.  S.  Unfidilki.  It  being  very  smoky,  lost  sight  of  the  sail  in 
the  offing.  At  5:35  p.  ni.  mustered  at  quarters  for  inspection.  Cast 
loose  the  batter}^  and  pivoted  Nos.  4  and  7  guns  in  broadside.  At  0 
p.  m.  the  steamer  to  the  ea^stward  went  out  of  sight  to  the  south  ward — 
supposed  to  be  an  army  transpoit.  I^ast  seen  of  U.  S,  schooner  Auur- 
ica  she  was  bearing  S.  S.  E.  Depth  of  water,  42  feet.  Pressure  of 
steam,  25  pounds.     Ship  underway  all  of  the  watch. 

Weston  Gregory, 

Acting  Enrnfftu 

From  6  to  8  p,  m. :  Ship  underway,  lying  t^,  heading  E.  8.  E.  At 
6:30  p.  ni.  U,  S.  8.  fhwdUla  steamed  ahead  and  stood  in  N.  N.  E. 
At  7  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  her.  At  7:30  p.  m.  signal  light.s  on  Fort 
Sumter  l>ore  W.  by  N.  J  N,  St4itioned  and  armed  usual  lookout, 
also  armed  the  w^atch  as  for  quarters.  Sounded  at  short  inteiTals  in 
between  (» and  7  fathoms  water.     Pressure  of  steam,  23  and  25  [XJunds, 

Edwin  T.  Brower, 

Lieutenant, 

This  copy  of  the  log  of  the  Mousatonie  is  foi^w^arded  in  otedience  to 
your  orders. 

Wm.  Hogers  Taylor, 

Captuhu 
Captain  S.  W,  Godon, 

Senior  Officer  Present, 


I 


Report  of  O0mmftad«r  PATfott,  IT.  8.  ITayy,  eommandingr  U.  8.  8.  Aufnitft. 

U.  8.  8.  AutiUSTA, 
At  Sea  J  Januartj  3U  JSOS, 

Sir:  This  morning  at  about  a  (juarter  of  5  the  tw^o  rebt^l  ironclads 
came  out  from  I'harleston  by  the  main  Ship  Chunncb  or  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  it,  and  captured  the  V ,  8.  S.  Mcrccdifa  and  paroled  her 
officers  and  crew.  She  is  now-  on  her  \wi\\  to  Port  Royal  The  AT//- 
8t4y}ie  Staff  also  has  her  boiler  exploded,  I  officer  and  15  men  killed,  »^0 
wounded.     She  is  on  her  w*ay  to  Port  IiU*yaU  towed  by  the  Meinj^hin, 

A I  Knit  the  same  time  an  attiic*k  was  made  on  our  vessels  at  Stono, 
aod  1  understand  the  Imar  Snilih  was  captured.  Her  consort  was  out 
near  the  bar,  waiting  for  high  tide  to  come  out.  The  Ottuiva  w^is  alsd 
off  the  bar  on  the  outside.  It  is  said  the  Isaac  Smith  was  captured  by 
batteries  on  the  shore,  and  the  inforniatiou  was  brought  out  to  one  oV 
the  fleet  liy  u  sailing  vesj^el.  There  apj>ears  to  be  some  doubt  about 
the  correctness  of  tnis  report,  and  I  hope  it  is  ^-sj^^^^T^^jfe^, 
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the  Swa;3E 


At  the  time  the  ironclads  eame  out  we  were  lying  off  the 
Channel  and  saw  fla8he8  to  the  southward  and  westward  and  beard  a 
few  report-!^.  Firing  at  night  has  been  frequent  lately,  and  we  sup- 
posed it  w^as  Home  vessel  attempting  to  run  the  bloc*kade,  and  we 
remained  at  quarters,  on  the  lookout. 

At  early  daylight  the  Qwiker  Olty  (the  next  vessel  to  the  southward 
and  westward)  stoi)d  to  the  southward  and  soon  after  comnioneed  firing* 

1  then  saw  blaek  smoke  ami  made  signal  of  an  enemy  to  the  ship  of  the 
senior  officer,  which  was  next  to  us  on  the  other  side,  and  slipped. 

The  two  ironclads  passed  sucressively  inside  of  us,  we  engaging" 
them,  and  received  a  sliot  through  the  starboard  side,  which  lodged  in 
the  port  side,  pjLssing  a  little  al>ove  our  boiler.  It  was  a  IX-inch  shelK 
and  I  think  most  of  the  shot  fired  by  the  two  vessels  w^ere  of  this 
desi.Tiption. 

The  Ilon^atonw  and  the  other  vessels  within  range  also  engaged 
them,  but  they  passed  on  toward  the  entrance  of  Mamtt's  Channel. 

1  aftenvards  boarded  the  ILmsatrmlc  and  was  sent  by  the  senior 
otBcer,  Captain  Taylor,  to  you  with  this  account.     His  ship  had  shot 
away  the  flag  and  injured  the  pilot  house  of  one  of  the  rebel  vessels. 
On  my  way  I  have  spoken  the  Keifulfme  Stat<\  Mererdlfa^  and  Flag^ 
and  gained  from  theui  the  aeconnt  of  the  chuiiagc  done  bv  the  rebels. 
At  daylight  it  was  very  hazy,  so  that  only  our  ships  at  the  north  end 
of  the  line  ivere  in  sight  and  the  amount  of  injury  done  the  fleet  was 
of  course  unknown  at  that  time- 
After  the  tirst  damage  done  by  the  rebels  they  showed  no  dispo- 
sition to  come  to  close  (piarters.     The  Mereidita  has  her  gunner  and 

2  men  killed  and  others  wounded. 

1  know  of  no  other  injury  sustained  by  any  of  our  vessels. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

E.  G.  Pabrott, 

Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SquadTon. 


H«port  of  Commandflf  Ftrrott,  U.  B,  Nftvy,  regarding  IncendUry  Bliell  iiM%i.  by  the  Con-. 

federateH. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Of  Charhi^ton,  S.  C,  March  5,  186S. 

Sir;  i  have  the  honor  to  send  you  ne^irly  all  of  the  contents  of  a 
rebel  incendiary  shell,  used  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  raid  of  the 
ironclads  from  Charleston. 

On  burning  a  portion  of  this  mixture,  I  found  that  after  the  flash  a 
number  of  lumps  were  left  burning  and  continued  to  burn  for  about 
two  minutes. 

A  good  deal  of  it  was  firmly  coated  against  the  interior  of  the  shell 
and  required  hard  scraping  to  detach  it. 

Perhaps  this  was  intentional  in  order  that  the  mixture  might  be 
conveyeu  with  the  pieces  of  the  shelL 

It  api^ears  to  be  mixed  with  gunpowder  or  perhaps  gunpowder 
was  put  into  the  shell  after  the  composition  w^as  in  and  nardened. 
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The  whole  L'htirge  of  the  shell  appears  to  be  Kniall  and  peirhapa  was 
intoiided  to  be  only  .sufficient  to  bui>t  the  shell. 
The  fuze  lusf^d  wa.H  the  ''navy  fuze/' 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  P  [arrott], 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Bhx^cdg*  Squadron^  Part  Jicn/al^  S.  C. 


Eeport  of  Commander  Fr&Uex,  IT.  8.  Vat7»  oommandlji^  IT.  B,  8.  Q,iaaker  Cit?. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Charlestmi,  8.  C,  Jamuiri/Jl,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  fifteen  miruites  before 
5  o'eloc*k  this  morning,  while  at  anchor  oft'  Swash  Channel,  the  oflieer 
of  the  deck.  Acting  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard,  reported  to  me  that 
lightK  were  being  flaslu^d  on  shore  to  the  w^estwurd  and  that  a  gun  had 
been  tired  to  the  southwest.  1  immediately  went  on  derk  tu  disi-over 
the  cause. 

At  about  5  oVIock  several  Hashes  and  repoi'ts  of  guns  wei*e  again 
nt^ticed  in  the  same  iliret*tion,  the  south  west,  wlien  all  hand'^  were 
iiimiediatoly  ealled  and  prepanitioTis  made  for  slij>ping  the  c^hain  ns 
8oon  as  I  should  discover  sntBcient  cause  to  vacate  my  station. 

The  firing  ceased  then  for  a  short  tinje,  fnit  was  soon  afterwards 
briskly  renewed.  Meanwhile  the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented  my 
asceitaining  the  cause.  The  tiring,  however,  eontuuiing,  I  slipped 
my  cable,  called  to  quarters,  and  stocjd  to  the  south wesL  Soon  after 
made  a  steamer  on  starboard  bow  burning  hiat'k  smoke  and  stood  for 
her,  thinking  it  was  a  vessel  attempting  to  run  the  l>lockade* 

When  within  300  or  400  yards  of  her  she  fired  a  shell  at  us,  which 

Passed  harmlessly  over  us.  I  imniediatelv  returned  her  fire  with  the 
'arrott  gun  on  the  forecastle,  the  shell  h'oiu  which  passed  over  her, 
A  second  shell  was  then  fired  at  us  hy  the  strange  sail,  w^hich  entered 
this  vessel  amidships  about  7  feet  above  the  water  line,  cutting  away 
a  portion  of  the  guard  beam  and  a  guard  brace,  and  thence  on  its 
course  through  the  ships  side,  exploding  in  the  engine  rfjom,  carrying 
away  there  the  starboard  entablature  brace,  air-puni|>  dome,  and  air- 
pump  guide  rod,  and  making  sad  havo<^  with  the  bulklieads. 

At  this  time  the  broadsicie  guns,  four  in  numl)er,  loaded  with  two 
3iJ-pounder  shot  and  two  32-pounder  shell,  were  detilH*rate!y  aimed 
and  fired  at  her,  when  a  second  vessel  of  a  similar  class  was  discovered 
on  our  port  quarter.  1  immediately  wore  around  to  the  eastward,  so 
as  to  bring  my  port  guns  to  bear  upon  the  latter  vessel,  but  which 
were  not  fired,  as  by  that  time  the  character  of  the  vessels  wa^  fully 
discovered.  Bore  up  and  stood  for  the  JleffipM^  and  spcjke  her,  and 
afterwards  [stood]  for  the  luydotte  Sfnff\  wnich  appeared  to  be  in 
distress  and  requiring  assistance,  which  was  otfered,  but  declined, 
requesting  me  to  pnx'eed  to  the  senior  officer  and  represent  that  he 
had  been  sadly  crippled  in  his  boilers  and  the  ship  leaking  badly* 
Stood  for  the  Il&tisatonic  and  communicated  with  you  as  senior 
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During  this  encounter  four  shells  of  heavy  caliber  were  fired  at  us, 
the  first  parsing  harmlessly  over  us,  the  second  entering  the  vessel,  as 
previously  de^cril>ed,  and  the  others  bursting  alongside,  but  doing  no 
damage,  while  eight  shot  and  shell  were  fired  from  this  vessel  at  the 
enemy. 

A  slight  lacerated  wound  on  the  thigh  of  William  1><  Fenn,  coal 
heaver,  is  the  only  casually  I  have  to  report. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  express  my  gratifi- 
cation at  the  zeal  and  coolness  of  all  my  officers,  and  the  alacrity  and 
good  conduct  of  the  crew  during  this  brief  encounter. 
Very  respt>ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  Madison  Frailey, 
Commander^  U*  S.  Navtf, 

Captain  WitLiAM  Rogers  Taylor,  U,  S,  Na\nr, 

Senior  0£we)\  Comdg,  Bloci:4iding  Sqimdrmi^  off  Ckarlest'on^  S.  C\ 


Report  of   Acting    First   AflaUtajat   Enguieer   Fmrrer,  IT.   B.  Navy,  regarding    iiyiiriei 

BuitftiEed  by  the  U,  S.  S.  Qnaker  City. 

Off  CharUHton,  S.  C  February  2,  1803. 

Sir:  1  beg  respectfully  to  report  that  during  the  encounter  of  tbe 
31st  of  January,  a  large  shell  s^truck  this  vessel  through  the  ytarhoard 
water  wheel,  and,  passing  through  the  hull,  liurst  in  the  center  of  the 
engine  room,  tearing  down  everything  in  its  progress  and  damaging 
and  fracturing  the  engine  in  the  following  maimer:  Strikintr  an  arm 
of  the  starboard  water  wheel  and  completely  severing  it,  tnence  on 
its  pasHiige  striking  and  cutting  away  one  of  the  main  entahlature 
hi'aces,  a  6  inch  round  iron  Inir  placed  so  as  to  secure  tirmly  together 
the  cylinder  top  and  entablature;  striking  the  dome  to  the  air  pump 
and  completely  shivering  it  to  within  2  feet  from  the  l>ase;  striking 
the  air  pmiip  crosshead  a  severe  blow  and  carrying  away  the  port 
guide  i^od. 

The?^c  damages  cause  the  entablature  to  work  considerably  when  the 
ship  rolls,  by  forcing  the  working  portions  of  the  engine  out  of  line, 
ana  caiLsing  also  the  engine  to  shake  fearfidly  when  passing  the 
center. 

The  injury  to  the  air-pump  dome  I  have  endeavored  to  counteract 
temporarily  by  fitting  mto  the  top  of  the  remaining  part  a  cover 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  water  from  esciiping  when  the  ship  rolls. 

The  guide  rods  1  have  secured  in  such  a  manQcr  as  to  render  them 
temporunly  trustworthy. 

These  arc  the  principal  damages  I  have  been  able  to  detect  up  to 
this  time,  but  they  are  of  such  a  character  and  to  a  sutficient  extent 
as  to  render  the  engine,  in  my  iudgnient,  unsafe  and  entirely  uotit  for 
sea  service  in  its  present  condition. 

I  would  add  also  that  the  boilers  of  this  ship  are  so  old  and  so  com- 
pletely used  up  as  to  render  them  completely  unreliable  at  sea  and 
cause  continual  anxiety  and  alaroi  to  those  who  work  near  them. 
Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cteohge  W.  Fareer, 
Acting  First  AmiMant  Engineer^  U*  8.  Nav^y^  in  Charge. 

Commander  .F.  M*  Frailet,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U*  S,  S.  Quaker  CWy, 


^  ^ 
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Report  of  Lienten&iLt-Comiiiaiider  Abb^t,  TJ.  B.  Kavy.  ref^ardmg  ii^tiriei  Bmataiiied  hf  tlie 

V.  E,  8.  MorcediU. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 
Of  Port  Royal,  ^hmfary  31,  ISGS. 
Sm:  I  have  to  report  the  damage  done  the  ahip  ^Jy  tlu^  rebel  ram  as 
follows: 

Prow  of  said  ram  struek  the  ship  at  the  water  line  on  starboad  side, 
immediately  abaft  steam  ehiiimeys  of  boilers,  pa^ssing  through  outeide 
planking  and  partiall}^  through  the  timbers,  caasing  her  to  leak  liadly. 
A  shell  thrown  from  suid  ram  tus  she  struek  the  ship  with  her  prow 
passed  from  starboard  side  through  steam  chimney  of  port  Ijoiler, 
bursting  about  time  of  entering  port  side. 
The  abf>ve  is  a  hasty  report  of  dauiage  done,  as  far  as  ascertained. 
I  am,  very  respeetlully,  ek^, 

T.  Abbot, 
Lieutenant- (Jommnnder^  UDecutive  0jffi4j4^\ 

Captain  H,  S.  Stellwagen, 

U.  S\  S,  Mercedita. 


B«port  of  the  lemiir  ongiaeer  of  Uie  U.  0.  S.  MeroediU  regarding  iiynriei  snitamed  by 

that  Teasel. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Port  Iif*i/(d  llarhor^  Janmtry  Jl,  IS63* 
Sm:  1  resnt^etf iillv  Ix^g  leave  to  report  the  damage  done  to  the  boil- 
ers and  marhinery  Coring  the  aetion  of  this  morning  and  the  present 
condition  of  tin*  same. 

The  eneniY''S  shell  penetrated  the  engine-room  bulkhead  on  the  star- 
board side  about  5  feet  abaft  the  steam  chimneys.  It  passed  through 
the  fresh-water  condenser,  totally  destroying^  it,  and  penetrated  the 
iron  bulkluMid  which  surrounds  the  steam  chimney,  striking  the  port 
one  und  carrying  away  at  least  4  feet  of  the  outer  shell. 

The  steam  immediat.ely  escaped  from  both  boilers  and  tilled  the  i^n^nne 

and  tire  rooms,  thereljy  leaving  the  machinery  in  a  useless  condition. 

On  examination  of  tiie  starlxjard  Iwiler  I  found  that  by  closing  the 

connections  steam  might  be  niised  on  it  sutticiently  to  work  the  engine 

at  a  slow  rate,  which  was  done,  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

It  will  retjuire  a  further  examination  before  I  shall  lie  able  to  report 
on  the  present  condition  of  the  l»oilers,  to  make  which  the  coat  must 
be  removed  from  the  side  bunkers, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

A,  DoiG, 
Senior  Engineer. 
Captain  Hknry  S.  Stellw^agen, 

U.  S,  S.  Mercedita. 


Beport  of  CmpUin  SteUwagen,  U.  8.  Kary,  cctmmanding  TJ,  S.  B.  Mercedita,  reqneitiiig 

Bmrrey  on  tk^l  veueL 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 
Port  Royith  Fehrnunj  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  re.spectfully  reciuest  that  a  survey  may  be  held  on  the  injury 
to  the  engine  and  hull  of  this  ship  in  the  conttict  with  tW  x^cccc*.  ^*^ 
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Charleston.  Janaaiy  31.  1863.     The  necessitT  for  repaiTS  of  bole 
t^aiui^  by  prow  and  .-^heU  of  ram  is  verjr  urgent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrant. 

H.  S.  Steixwagxn. 

CiMptain. 
Eear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pojrr, 

Comdg.  S^mtA  Atlantic  Blockadifng  Squadnm^  Pyrt  Rtyyal^  S.  C 


liVortaf&bMrdafnrp«7<ntbtir.  a  a 


U.  S.  S.  ^Iebckdita, 
Pbrt  Royid  Hafrh^>r^  F^fhntary  2^  188S. 
Sra:  We  have  held  an  examination  of  the  amount  of  damage  don< 
the  hull  of  this  vessel  by  the  prow  and  shell  of  the  rebel  ram.  and  find. 
as  near  as  can  be  asoertainea  at  present,  that  the  prow  has  smashec 
through  ^ven  outside  pianks.  and  broken  one  timber  on  the  starboarc 
side.    The  shell  passea  throu^  the  same  timber  about  4  feet  abore 
coming  out  of  the  port  side  of  the  ship,  passing  through  two  timbers 
and  tearing  off  five  of  the  outside  planks  (on  port  side). 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

T.  Abbot. 

£recfiti>:e  tyficer. 
ChaSw  B.  Wilder^ 

Acting  Master^ 
F.  J.  GoYxs* 

Acting  Jfaster. 
John  McI)oyALi>. 

Carpenter  if  Jiate. 
Captain  Heitst  S.  Stellwagest. 

r.  S.  S.  Jlertxdita. 


■•port  of  GuptBiB  ftoUwago.  V.  a  Ssvy,  if  tbt  mmfm  of  mtm,  im  lauU  boat  from  A« 
V.  a  a  Monoiifii  ixam^  r— ^ 


U.  S.  S.  MEBCEDrtA. 

B>rt  Royijd.  F'ihniAiry  i?.  ISSS. 
Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  a  boat  left  the  ship  whilst  we  were  lying 
disabled  and  supposed  to  be  sinkizig  during  the  attack  by  the  ram  on 
the  morning  of  me  31st  ultimo.     I  thought,  on  hearing  it.  she  had 
gone  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  vessel  near. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  S.  Steulwagen. 

Captain,^ 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

C<mimanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S^iuadivn. 


Boport  of  GoptaiB  Tftjlor.  U.  a  Sa^.  oiaiar  oAmt  oiT  Charlostoa,  tnanuttiB^  roporto 
from  tho  U.  a  itMBcn  Yla^  mmk  Mowphm. 

U.  S.  S.  HorsAToyic, 
Of  Charle^on.  Febmanry  9.  1S6S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Conmiander 
StroDg  and  one  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmoogh,  received 
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this  day,  in  rofen^ncp  to  the  tx^currences  oo  the  morning  of  the  3l8t 
Jatnmryj  ^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^y  f*^ll  under  their  observation* 

t  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedicnt  servant, 

Wm.  RoGEltS  Tayix)r^ 

fhptmn. 
Bear-Adniinil  S,  F,  Du  Pont^ 

Comdif.  South  Atlmitle  Block^iding  Squadrmi,  Port  Rmjal^  S,  0* 


Beport  of  CommiLndar  Suong,  U.  8.  Havy^  commandinf  U.  8.  B,  Fl&g. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 

Of  Ohorlestan,  FSnmry  S,  1863, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  in  reference  to  the  occurrences  of  the  night 
of  the  fiOth  and  tlie  morning  of  the  Slst  January  last,  so  far  a,s  they 
came  under  my  observation: 

At  11  p.  m.  of  the  30th  January  saw  a  boat  inshore  of  me,,  pulling 
in  the  direction  of  the  JA^vW/A?.  Went  to  qoarters  and  reoiained  at 
quarters  until  the  bout  was  out  of  sight,  still  pulling  toward  the 
Mercedita*  Supposed  it  to  be  one  of  her  boatjs.  A.s  I  had  been  directed 
not  to  notice  boats  inshore,  should  I  see  them,  as  they  were  our  own, 
piped  down.  At  H:  15  a.  m.,  January  31,  heard  a  gun  in  the  direction 
of  the  3tei'cedita^  soon  aft^er  one  from  the  dii'ection  of  the  Ket/^ttme 
State,  The  Ktyf^fone  State  and  another  steamer,  as  I  supposed  the 
MemphU^  got  underway  and  intercepted  a  stmnge  steauicr* 

At  4:50  a.  m,  heard  a  gon  tinxl  at  E.  N.  E.,  the  bearing  of  the 
Merceditiu  CaUed  uH  hands  to  quarters;  got  ready  at  once  to  slip  by 
unshackling  the  chain;  remainen  at  quarters  until  daylight.  At  5:15 
a.  m.  heard  guns  again  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  farther  down 
the  line.  Supposed  it  wiis  more  than  one  vessel  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade.  By  this  time  it  was  light  enough  to  see  the  Meradifft ; 
she  was  still  in  her  place.  As  she  did  not  move  I  held  on  for  a  short 
time,  when  I  ran  down  to  her  and  learned  that  she  had  l>een  attacked 
by  an  ironclad.  The  tiring  was  still  going  on.  I  hailed  Captain  Stcll- 
wagen  and  asked  him  if  1  had  not  better  go  down  to  the  Heet.  He 
directed  me  to  a  steamer  outside  that  ought  to  lie  looked  after.  I 
steamed  for  her,  found  she  was  a  transp<u't,  and  returned  as  sc»on  as 
possible  to  report  to  (Japtain  Stellwagen,  when,  for  the  first  time,  he 
told  me  he  had  been  captured  an<l  paneled;  that  he  could  give  nie  no 
orders.  1  then  steamed  as  fast  as  {possible  for  the  upper  en<l  of  the 
fleet,  where  firing  was  still  going  on,  but  before  reaciiing  there  the 
enemy  had  retired. 

On  going  on  board  the  Ilomatonie  I  learned  for  the  first  time  from 
you  that  two  ironclads  had  been  out  to  attack  tln^  fleet. 

But  one  gun  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Mercedita  and  no 
signal  seen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J-  H.  Strono, 

QmifTuinder. 

Captain  Wm.  Rogers  Tatix>r, 

Commmidmg  U*  S,  S\  Hauacttome* 


>«*      *  Li'    j'.»li'i»\ iii^'    )a«;l     •■'jjjip»'i*M    111*    piir:    UiKvi     t    tni-   v*:*?^^^ 

'     .'.:iy     1ji«      i<iii     itlU*'  I      '»'     llji      !*rl>'      M't.Mf-lUtl*     OL     i.     ]hjniO!      Q'     lih 

'y:  !;i»  iij'#' mij;.- -r  iiji  irJ.i-'  i »■*  •'iiiiLui*"  .  a*  a«M»uT  .'  i.  XL. .  tJ}*  weatiif 
•'  iii^-  .1'  \UK/.  HI  •'UiiJ  .  an'  ljj«  /**-!.  .-II nji»li_,  lu»  liusii  o:  ;.  •*iiin"i«  r^ili 
OJ  l.j«  >:*4'i;i*.'  ■♦■'  tfji  JfU.'*^''  '.'  ^^u•  r»*-«.M  ulJf.  Ill*  r*'i»or*  ueurw.  V.  • 
iitv  lijt.t-'iijir  V.I  .-Kiv^  ill  <»tM'-«':  iu(M  iij^'  II  iiiu:  dir-f'lJoL.  t»ut  wot-  i-.v. 
•"'1"  ^'  'ii'  •\'<.i?>i  'I"*  'w.-M\v  iiMiiiUi- I.  ^m  'M  Hi*  iKJiiriiu:  <^'  ru* 
r^.-i^.'*.-  ■*■•';'  *\a-  lii^a;'.  .  1iilit.i\\K:,  uflv  i;  ■ii'»-T  sij<»r*  iiii*r"*^.'a..  n* 
i,.;.«"r    ,i:f'    »a)/i''    li' ih^'.  aiif.  aj-   ai    oii|«-ir:    vu-   ;>•-'.    iiidi-^liirHr-    -'•^i 

11*0-  Jli>'    .1     '.lAil'   'ijM-i''i«ii  .   ^M    ili1»'»t«-C  lliU!    l»Oll    TIl»    yVr//Ar.*/,.      \7/^--    aiic 

jf*t  *,:':•■*    »M!i    J I    pu'r«ui'  o^   .^oiii*   rfi»-aiij»'*  tiju:  Liai   ini--ift:  ou:       -Si 

J  I. till. ii/     !./lllf     li«./«     ;*.v^»iiUi.«      :i<Mii^»     riljdVl..    \V*     WV!'»      i*'t^     li  ■    •*nni»"'TUI'* 

*n?iii-i-  ]  lit  liiji,^'  ijic-'X  iijix*  « '.HiVinuK  l^M  Uiiiiiil'i--.  vii*^i  al.  f»r":uili* 
ijUitji  i^yan..     J  I.  Ui«    tiitfuiiMtin.  wi   vM-!i  a:  <.|iia*l*'rr  anc.  ?'«aCM   i(   ••iii.. 

Jl;  *:  .SU'^r»    'jll.i    rili/ii    ^^Uli.-.  Vj  liii     IiLllllTj*:'?    rj*    idU!    ""   in*..  U*!    illlO'"Vairi. 

v\iM  IjMf.  i*^iiii  .  iiiir  uiioliit'j  '..|ui»;t  j^'fi'ic  ••n-^u'-c..  ^Vaifjiiiuc  tairt- 
lul!^\  \\\\\  i.  ^lii.-f  .v^iiii  lr1u;«.-t;  uiiiiul*--.  J  ai''«:'.iv*-r*-c;  l  v»-r-*^i  a])j)rcja'ji.- 
Jiiy  «yii)  ]r/.>rV.oi  oi  U**  f/'^ri  'i'.iw.  iSUiuciiug  a'-vf:>>»'  :»ut  fK»w.  a.-  ii 
ijjiii-.iii;.'  I'.'i  i.iii  J-'Miijpr, if.  jjill  r'iiaiiij»-i:  .!.  d'H.'H  a^  I  ■  li*:!  cliararivr. 
ijot  .^u.-jj.<  .♦>•.*>.  vw  f'Iljjj/«:'i  oui  «:aoi*-.  ana.  lo  l^-'^i  ii--i  aul  pr*'vt*iu  lUv 
Oi.s:i.^i.ij  *A  \\)'ii^  )i'.\/j  oil*-  vl  out  '.'Wii  \ ^•**M■i'-.  fia*?iiec;  L  r**c  itiriiL. 
Hm  !■  j.;/  '-^M  uiw^i  ;/ijij  ou  Jjt;r.  al  Ui»:  ftarii*  tluj*:'  ai^o  'la'-K:.!!!:  ri**i*:  ^j 
yiji    t>i-«A       7  •;«    Jj/jj»    fi'ji    f^'iij;^    fi'>ti«-irO.  J  li'-^-c  al    ijer.  T^ilit•L  var 

LiJjij  iiui'i  a  ,-iiij'y^aiM.  vm    w<-rit  ain-ad  fa<T.  [la-^-^iui:  ai'.Tii:  iif?  siar- 

.-^  .<  j:ij  «/1  !i«  f  .-ii'yi.-  |/a.-..-irjv  «yM-i  and  i-lrikifj^^  ari-i  •  \i.)j ■.»:;: nt;  2*r:«L:Dd 
[*•  Wi  j'li/jf,  \V4-  v\<ji  ii*jVi  fi<-af  «fiOu;^|j  V^  TJihK-  ^.'Ul  -Ij-  wi*.*  iiu 
ii'yji«  ];i/j.  :ii.d  ji.-  J  )j:4/J  ij*y  »/air<-r\  \n  fiiak*-  afjv  irjjpi--*-J"rj  Mii  brr. 
.-»^  .jjiji  d  'yii!  '/t  jaii;/<-  \/,  ilii  <-a.-;tv\ard.  jisi-*irj/  urid»  r  thf- lire 'if  bt-r 
'  OM.-'/j  I .  llj;i.l   w<    dj.-.4'/\«  ji  «j  a.-:U'Mi  of  hi/. 

J  now  jr.-i/lvid  f/>  .-1^  ;xi/j  upflj*-  Ijim-  aiid  inform  you  of  the  chara<-T^r 
oJ  iJii-  v<.-.-ii.  J>a^  l/i'cakiii;/  hy  lhi-^  tim*?  <rfi:iM<fd  ijj«;  to  ^e*^.  on  the 
«>n<'  hand  vour  v*'.-.-*-!  lindciway.  .^landin;^  down  to  th*'  ^-f'tJ*.'  of  action, 
and  oij  (h<-  olh*  J.  Ili*-  KnfUnm-  Sfiili'^i*M\^'Vi\y^'i\  in  a  r-|oud  of  smoke  or 
.-lianj.  i-lowly  iutt\iny  out  of  lan^i- of  lh<f  hnl.  im-nUnw^d  irr^nclad.  that 
wji>  .-I ill  liiin^'  ill  fjii".  «lijd;/in^  nht*  wa-»  disiidi-d,  I  immediatoly 
hiihi'l  lo  jji  I  {i>.-i>l:ini<'.  informing  Captain  Frail<-y.  of  the  i^H'ih-r 
Cih/  v\li(/ni  i  nn  I  >li  siminj/  down,  of  luy  inti-nfion.  On  iiominjr  within 
liail  i/f  ilii'.  h'lifi^ttnn  .S7////,  (!a|ilain  I^*  Koy  infonn«*(l  nie  of  his  dis- 
iihjrd  i-oii'lilion  and  <d'  iIh*  hi'Vi-rc  Ihsn  ht*.  had  mot  with  in  men,  and  of 
liir.  durlor^  di-alh.  111".  Hrown,  of  the  MmiphiH^  was  sent  on  board  of 
III  T  iiiiiiiidial*  ly,  and  ii  liuw.scr  passed  Uy  li**r,  when  we.  towed  her  sea- 
wuid,  rtiilirtrtminlly  intdvin^  iiiders  to  tow  her  to  Port  Koyal,  which 
poll  \\r.  ri'uihi'd  (he  niimc  i*\cnin^. 

A  »h«i(  (hi«iuyli  (Mir  ipiai'ter  lioat  and  some  of  our  rij^gin^  cut  w&s 
ail  (hi'.  diiina^M*  dime  (n  (his  vi'.sNej. 

Il  wii.^  iippaii'n(  (lia(  liotJi  (he  ironcdads  avoided  ii  close  action  with 
(h«'  lloKisiiUmUn\\\K\  uthiU'  hoavily  urmiHl  vcshcIs,  and  placed  themselves 
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prudently  with  the  Swash  Channel  iindor  thf*ir  lee,  as  a  safe  retreat  to 
port.  I  did  not  hear  of  the  surrender  of  the  Mercedita  until  we  arrived 
at  Port  KoyaL 

I  am,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend*  G*  Watmough, 
Cimtmanding  Memphis. 
Captain  Wm.  Rogers  Tayt.or, 

Seni4??*  OJicer  Present. 


Eoport  of  C&ptais  Godoiit  U.  B.  NaTy,  comm&ndiiL^  U.  8.  B.  Fowkatmii. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

(/f  Charl^fm,  S.  C,  Fefmrnnj  7,  1S63, 

Sm:  Captain  Ross,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Cadmus,  having  kindly  loaned 
me  several  Charle8ton  papers  that  be  had  received  arm  wished  to  take 
with  him  to  Bc^rmudu,  to  which  place  he  wm  about  removing  Mr, 
Buuch,  late  Briti8h  consul  at  Charleston,  I  copied  from  them  a  remark- 
able pi'oclamation,  which  1  herewith  enclose,  of  Geueral  Beaure^^ard 
and  Commodore  Inijraham,  informing  the  world  of  the  raising  of  the 
blockade  in  consequence  of  the  raid  of  two  ironclads  on  some  of  the 
most  defenseless  vessels  at  one  end  of  the  line  of  the  blockading 
Bqviadron. 

I  also  enclDse  a  copy  of  the  log  book  of  the  Housaf^ni^^^  embracing 
the  remarks  for  the  day  of  the  ruid  from  4  o'cloc^k  a.  m,  until  *>  p.  m,, 
when  the  ironclads  returned  from  under  cover  of  Forts  Moultrie  and 
Heauregard  on  Sullivaii-s  Island  to  the  inner  harbor  of  Charleston. 

1  have  not  tliought  it  necessary  to  call  for  the  remarks  in  the  lo^s 
of  the  U mid  ilia,  (Quaker  Oity^  or  7^//?^,  as  those  of  the  IIonHahmi<\ 
the  senior  officer  s  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  appear  ample  for 
the  occasion.  I  desire  to  add,  howe%'er,  that  the  Qmrhr  City  that  day 
picked  up  the  antdior  which  she  had  slipped,  upon  repairing  to  the 
scene  of  tiring,  close  in  to  one  of  the  channels,  and  that  the  f^mtdilla 
was  not  i^ven  aware  of  the  attack  made  on  the  southern  end  of  the  line 
until  the  nims  were  seen  returning  over  the  bar  about  H  a.  m.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  vessel  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  during 
the  morning  of  the  tiring. 

From  published  accounts  by  avowed  eyewitnesses  (in  the  same  paper 
in  which  the  proclamation  is  made)  it  is  explicitly  stated  that  the 
J/oimjtfw/e  tired  at  the  vessels  as  they  retired  over  the  liar  about  8 
O'clock  tt>ward  Beach  Channel,  and  Commodore  Ingniham  in  his  hasty 
report  {also  puljlished)  sttites  that  his  vessel  returned  at  N  o'clock  a,  hk 
to  Beach  Channel,  and  at  (\  o'clock  p.  m*  (which  was  the  top  of  high 
water)  passed  Forts  iloultrie  and  Sumter  inward.  Thus  vou  will  per- 
ceive that  these  vessels  remained  under  the  protection  of  Jort  Beaure- 
gard the  intervening  time, 

I  have  thought  it  would  l>c  interesting  to  you  to  receive  this  com- 
munit*ation  at  this  time,  as  doubtless  the  proclamation  is  intended  to 
have  certtiin  eti'ects,  which  you  will  readily  appreciate. 

The  preceding  facts  will  be  sufficient  to  offer  a  ready  answer  to  the 
prtK'lamation  until  proper  representations  can  be  oiade  to  you  officially 
by  Captain  Taylor,  the  senior  officer  present. 

The  lighter  vessels  necesstirily  withdrew  for  the  moment  from  the 
line  of  tire  of  the  ironckdb*,  just  as  the  entire  blockade  remains  beyond 
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the  n^ach  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  batteries  an  Sullivaits  I^lai>cl.  It 
would  hardly  reauire  a  very  learned  authority  on  hliH»kude  or  inter- 
national law  to  show  that  it  is  not  necei*8ary  for  ves.^els  conducting  or 
keeping  up  one  to  bo  required  to  place  themselves  directly  under  the 
guns  of  land  batteries  or  even  floating  batteries  (for  such  these  iron- 
clads are)  to  maintain  the  rc(|uisitc.N  of  a  strict  bloi^kade. 

Raidjs  will  be  often  made  by  the  irouclad^s,  and  most  of  the  vejssels 
will  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to  a  convenient  distance  from  them. 
They  will  find  it  more  troublesome,  perhaps,  to  ride  comfortabh^  at 
their  anchors  in  deeper  water,  hut  the  stringency  of  the  blockade  will 
not  be  necessarily  impaired^  nor  the  danger  to  the  blockade  runnei*:^^ 
(the  material  point)  much  diminished. 

I  am,  dir,  verv  respect  f  nil v*  vour  obedient  servant, 

a  W.  GODOK, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  J^reseni^ 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

C(/mmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Hoyal, 


Export  of  Captain  Oodon^  U.  8.  Havy,  re  yarding  impTefiions  of  BriUah  naval  offleeri  tela- 
tive  to  the  oonditlon  of  the  blookade. 

Of  Charleston,  FSruary  S,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admirat.:  I  sent  you  this  morning  a  somewhat  hastily 
written  official  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  raid  of  the  other  night. 
I  l>elieve,  however,  the  ideas  contained  in  it  will  prove  correct. 

I  was  induced  to  hasten  that  statement,  as  1  desired  to  place  in  your 
hands  the  means,  so  far  as  I  could  collect  them,  to  undo  any  ill  effects 
north  which  1  wiis  led  to  believe  Captain  Wat^^on,  of  the  English 
sloop  of  war  PetreU  now  lying  in  Charleston,  as  also  the  foreign  con- 
suls of  that  port,  had  attempted  to  produce,  by  sending  a  courier  to 
Lord  Lyons  implyinL'  that  the  blockading  squadron  had,  under  the 
raid,  temporarily  withdrawn  itself. 

Captain  Ross,  of  the  Vadmu,%  was  at  anchor  outside,  and  on  his  call- 
ing to  see  me,  in  a  very  proper  and  simply  suggestive  remark,  excited 
my  suspicion  of  such  an  attempt  having  been  made,  b^^  carelessly 
alluding  to  the  fact  of  a  courier  having  been  sent  to  Lord  Lyons. 

In  conversation  1  expressed  how  much  gnititied  1  was  at  his  being 
here,  and  he  sometime  after  handed  me  a  letter  to  Lord  Lyons,  which 
I  sent  to  PoT't^Royal  l>y  Captain  Boutelle,  1  have  reason  to  believe 
that  letter  will  be  a  truthful  statement  to  that  functionary* 

Captiiin  Watson  visited  me  with  Captain  Ross  the  following  day. 
I  saw  clearly  from  Captain  Wat^son's  remarks  his  evident  tendencies. 
I  called  his  attention  to  the  false  statements  in  the  papers,  atid  took 
pleasure  in  correcting  stmie  of  them,  particularly  the  one  that  the 
vessels  had  entirely  withdrawn,  and  drew  his  attention  pointedly  to  the 
fact  mentioned  even  by  themselves  that  the  HifmaionU'  fired  at  the 
rams  as  they  crossed  the  bar.  Captain  Watson,  however,  seemed  not 
to  have  seen  things  in  their  true  light.  To  close  the  conversation, 
therefore,  I  remainced  that  *'  it  seemed  evident  that  people  were  deter- 
mined  to  see  things  through  the  spectacle.s  that  suited  tnemselves.'* 

Captiiins  lay  lor,  lloss,  and  Upshur  were  present  at  this  conversa* 
tion,  and  it  evidently  had  its  enect.     I  directed  Taylor  to  send  me  a 
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''copy  of  his  lo^  book,  but  I  could  not  get  it  to-duv  ami  sent  my  let  tor 
witliout  it.  It  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  1  ran  eomnmniaite  with  hiio, 
and  it  would  he  as  well  to  obtain  the  remarks  from  the  other  vessels' 
logs. 

Some  attempt  will  doubtless  be  made  to  require  a  renewal  of  the 
lilockttde  by  notice,  and  thus  obtain  the  sixty  da3^H  grace.  Of  course^ 
the  idea  is  simply  ridiculous,  but  Hiuisier  attempts  than  that  have 
}>een  made.     Y^ou'will  probably  hear  from  Washington. 

You  are  aware,  of  eonrse,  that  Turner  being  here,  1  was  not  in 
command.  Ross,  however,  gave  me  the  hint;  1  do  not  know  if  Turner 
gave  it  eonsidei*atioiL 

The  effective  blockade  force  now  is  much  reduced  in  the  absence  of 
such  vessels  as  the  Oftawti^  I/urM},,  and  frnddi/ia:  their  light  draft  of 
water  made  them  most  nsefnb  and  their  heavy  guns  and  low  hulls 
made  them  dangerous  to  runners  if  not  to  rams. 

1  shall  consider  this  letter  semioflScial  as  you  may  desire  to  use  it 
in  part. 

Truly,  yours, 

S.   W.  GODON. 

Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont. 


Be  port  of  B«ar- Admiral  Bn  Font,  U,  8.  Navj,  Teg&rding  the  aimoimof  ment  made  by  tlie 
ConfederaloB  of  the  raiflmg  of  tke  blookade  of  Charleston,  i.  C. 

No.  68*]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Roifiil  Ifarhm-,  S.  C,  February  9,  1863, 
Sir:  Since  my  despatch,  No.  53,  reportinj^  th<i  attack  of   the  rebel 
ironclads  on  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston  nothing  of  importance 
has  occurred  there. 

The  JVew  Irofmthj^^  Powliaian^  and  Canandmguu  form  part  of  the 
force  stationed  off'  Charleston,  and  that  port  is  now  more  stringently 
blockaded  than  previous  to  the  raid  of  the  ironclads. 

1  have  heard  through  Captain  Turner,  who  saw  the  papers  in  the 
hands  of  an  English  officer,  that  General  Beauregard  has  issued  a 
proclamation  setting  forth  the  dispersion  of  the  fleet  and  declaring  the 
blockade  of  that  port  raised,  the  best  answer  to  which  I  have  above 
given. 

One  of  the  wounded  crew  of  the  Keystone  State  (John  Sullivan, 
landsman)  has  died  since  my  previous  dispatch, 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Cmndg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ths  Naxnj^  Washin^fton^  D,  C* 


Confidential  report  of  Fla^-OfBcer  Dn  Pont,  If<  8-  Ktvy.  tranimittin^  report  of  Captain 
Inmer,  U.  fl«  Kavy,  regarding  the  attitnde  of  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  IL.  8.  FotreL 

No.  70.]  Flagsiitp  Wabash, 

P(M  Roy(d  narhm\  S.  6V,  FSrmtry  9.  J 863. 
Sib:  I  herewith  enclose  to  the  Dejmrtment  a  confidential  communica- 
tion from  Captain  Turner  of  the  2kew  Ironaides^ 
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I  reHj^ectfulIy  submit  to  the  Department  tLat  H,  B,  M.  S. .  __ 

should  be  ordered  out  of  Charle^itoa  b^'  the  BritUb  admiral  or  Loixl 
LyoHH*  In  the  history  of  no  blockade  can  be  found,  in  my  judgment, 
»ueh  liiierHHty  to  foreign  vessels  of  war  in  having  access  to  blockaded 
porta  a.s  our  (jovernment  has  evinced.  The  Department  will  see  how 
prejudicial  her  presence  in  many  ways  may  be,  and  if  in  the  line  of 
tire  ifieriouhi  complications  may  occur. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  add  that  the  officer  commanding  the  Petrel^  from 
h\t^  well-known  rebel  syfiiputhie^,  la  especially  obnoxious,  and  that  he 
T>re8ent«  a  broad  contnLstwith  all  the  officen^of  the  British  navy  it  has 
oeen  my  fortune  to  meet  with  on  this  coast  who  have  frequently 
vi>5ited  the  blockading  fleet,  and  who  alwa^'s  have  been  governed  in 
their  intercom-se  by  every  professional  propriety  a«  officers  and 
gentlemen. 

I  coniaiend  to  the  Department  the  confidential  nature  of  Captain 
Turner's  communication,  and  how  neces^ar}^  it  will  be  to  use  the  infor- 
mation he  conveys,  received  from  others,  with  great  caution. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  i\  Du  Pont, 
Hear- Admiral^  Comdg*  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqimdrmu 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tht'  Navy,\ 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  seen  the  Savannah  Republican 
of  February  ^^  18tJH,  containing  General  Beauregard's  procliimation, 
declaring  the  blockade  of  Charleston  raised.  The  paper  furtlicr  states 
that(ieneral  Beauregard  placed  u  steamer  at  the  disposal  of  theforeicrn 
consuls  to  see  for  themselves  that  no  blockade  existed,  and  that  tte 
Bi'itish  consul,  with  the  commander  of  the  British  war  steamer  Petrel,, 
had  i)reviousl\"  gone  5  miles  beyond  the  usual  anchorage  of  the  block- 
iii\i\v^  and  could  see  nothinir  of  them  with  their  glasses. 

It  is  needless  to  say  tnat  the  statements  contained  therein  are 
utterly  false,  and  the  Department  can  appreciate  the  conduct  of  the 
coniiiiiinder  of  the  Pttrel. 

A  full  refutation  in  official  form  will  be  sent  by  next  mail. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


I 


OoBidtatiAl  report  of  Captain  turner,  U,  8.  Havyt 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  New^  Ironsideb, 

Port  Eot/ftl  /larbar,  Fehrmrt/  S,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  think  it  proper  to  l>ring  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Watson,  commanding  H,  11  M*  iS.  Petrel^  lying  at  this 
monicnt  in  the  hiirljor  of  Charleston,  where  she  has  been  for  some 
time* 

I  have  marked  this  letter  confidential  because  I  think  it  would  be 
ungenerous  and  indiscreet  to  commit  Captiiin  Ross,  commanding  IL 
B.  M.  S.  ikdnim^  whom  1  left  off  Charleston  Bar,  and  from  whom  1 
derived  chiefly  the  impressions  which  have  prompted  me  to  address 
you  this  letter,  although  I  have  been  led  to  the  same  conclusions  from 
a  persorml  conversation  with  Captain  Watson  at  Fortress  Monroe  and 
from  general  rumor  there. 

1  hud,  the  day  before  I  left  Charleston,  a  long,  and  I  may  vnU  it  a 
coolidential^  conversation  with  Captain  Ross,  whose  feelings  are  evi- 
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dcntly  in  HViiiprttliy  with  the  national  cause*  and  who  expressed  to  me 
his  gr^nt  regret  that  Captiiin  Wati*on  t^hould  !*eiiiaiii  inside  at  Charles- 
ton, and  his  opinion  that  up{>ii  his  arrival  at  Bermuda,  where  he  was 
going  to  take  the  English  t*onsui,  Mr,  Buneh,  his  represeiitationis  to 
the  admiral  there  would  cause  an  officer  to  he  sent  to  relieve  Captaia 
WatsojK  He  also  told  me  that  Captain  Watson  had  informed  him  by 
letter  that  he  had  sent  an  offi<'er  immediately  to  Washington  after  the 
8tono  Inlet  affair  and  the  attack  of  the  rams  upon  our  squadron, 
doubtless  to  give  the  rebel  version  of  those  engagements,  and,  more- 
over»  that  a  prcjchimation  had  been  issued  liy  the  rebel  autlioritien 
which  virtually  raised  the  Idockade*  to  which  Captain  Ross,  by  letter, 
replied:  "That  would  l»e  a  subject  of  consideration  and  decision  for 
liigher  authority  than  existed  there."**  I  rei>eat,  as  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect them,  his  exact  words. 

He  also  told  me  that  Captain  Watson  informed  him  of  his  intention 
to  renmin  inside  during  the  expected  attack  upon  Charleston;  that  he 
had  been  requested  by  the  French  consuL  now  absent,  to  assume  the 
protection  of  Frentli  titizens  there,  etc* 

This  intended  purpose  of  i'aptaiti  W'atson  to  remain  inside,  whose 
feelings  toward  us  are  known  so  well  to  be  hostile,  may  be  to  embar- 
rass us.  At  all  events,  his  presence  there  lias  doubtless  the  effect  to 
give  confide  nee  to  the  rebels,  and  l»eing  in  open  communication  w^ith 
Richmond  and  the  whole  iSoutli,  he  has  in  his  power  the  opportimity 
to  do  nmch  mischief,  besides  forwarding  to  his  Government  preju- 
dicial view^s  and  statements  of  affairs  in  tue  South  upon  the  authority 
of  re)>el  information  and  under  the  influence  of  his  affinities  toward 
the  rebellion. 

Much  more  passed  between  Captain  Ross  and  myself  on  this  snbject 
than  1  have  written,  all  tending  to  the  same  end  and  persuasion  that 
bis  presence  at  this  time  in  Charleston  was  detrimental  to  our  cause 
and  to  be  deprecated,  and  that  l»oth  for  our  own  interests  and  the  pro- 
fessed desire  of  Great  Britain  to  preserve  a  etrict  neutmlity  in  the 
pending  war  he  should  be  reiuoved. 

I  have  hesitated  to  address  you  this  letter,  apprehensive  that  it 
might  in  some  way  reach  the  ears  of  Captain  Koss  in  the  action  the 
Govermnent,  if  you  are  pleased  to  forward  it.  may  take  upon  it,  and 
con  I  promise  him,  which  woidd  be  a  breach  of  ct»nti  deuce  and  a  most 
unfriendly  act  on  my  part;  Imt,  moved  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  coun- 
try in  the  |M*i'ils  which  surround  it,  1  have  felt  myself  constmined  to 
ii misli  you  with  the  informatit)n  it  contains,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
i.^  heyi^nd  a  t|iiestion  true  in  every  particular. 

1  may  add,  as  having  a  decided  l>eai'ing  upon  the  subject,  that  Cap- 
tain Watson  a|K>logized  to  Captain  Koss  (his  senior)  for  not  coming 
out  with  hh  ship  to  c*onununicate  witli  hiuj,  on  the  ground  of  danger 
from  obstructions  and  torpedoes  in  the  chamiel,  which  was  doubtle^^ 
intended  for  my  ears,  upou  which  Captain  Ross  comiDented  to  me,  as 
well  as  I  can  recollect,  **tbat  it  was  strange,  if  there  were  these  dilii- 
enlties  in  the  way,  that  several  large  vessels  were  now  lying  inside 
ready  to  run  the  Idockade,"' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

C(mimanding  South  Atluntic  BUckadinff 
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command  my  offieftn- 

U.  S,  Steam  Frigate  Xew  Ibonside^ 

Abmxeal:  IinmediAtely  upon  my  arrival  here,  at  8  o'clock  this 
morning,  I  ais^embled  all  of  the  captains  of  the  blockading  force  who 
were  pn\H«*iit  during  the  attack  of  the  ram8  upon  this  .^uadron  to  con- 
fer together  and  to  draw  up  a  certificate  on  board  of  my  dhip  upon 
whi<  h  they  could  con(!ur  as  to  the  facts  of  that  engagement. 

J  herewitfi  enclose  it  with  mv  own  letter  of  comment  upon  that  affair. 
I  thought  it  proper  to  nend  it  down  immediately  by  the  jStettin,  becaitt»e 
tliiit  ve.H.Hf*l  is  without  coat  and  becaiuee  she  is  represented  by  her  com* 
iTmnder  a>i  requiring  some  necessary  repairs  whicn  will  take  a  very  short 
tiriic  to  do. 

I  beg  that  you  will  send  her  back  to  me  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can, 
an  I  dcHirt*  to  give  her  the  i:KJHitiori  of  the  jFlainbeau^i  Bufi's  Bay  when 
nhe  returtLH  here.  I  intend  to  send  the  Lodona  to  take  her  place  as 
Hoon  a8  8he  arrives  here  until  that  time* 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  TURKEH, 

Captain, 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(jQfnmanding  Souih  Atl^mtif  BkH^kmUng  Squ/idrau* 


Ikport  of  Beir^Admlrftl  On  Pont,  XT.  i.  Favj,  trftmniitting  oerti£eate  of  oommaudixif 
ofRceri  refutizif  tbe  mnnoiiiioomont  mmd«  by  Confederate!  regarding  Uie  raiaing  of  the 
blockade. 

No,  7H.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  lim/al  Jfarhf/r^  6\  ('.^  Fehrimnj  11^  ISGS, 
Siii:  In  my  previous  dispati'h  (No.  70),  written  just  as  the  mjiil  was 
rloHin^,  1  informed  thr  Uepartment  that  I  would  .send  a  refutation  in 
an  oflit  iul  fcu'in  of  the  statonietits  niiide  in  General  Beiiurepird's  proc- 
Inuiiition  hh  (<»  the  Ulorkude  of  Charleston,  published  io  the  Charleston 
iind  Suvrtnuah  piqiers,  niid  arrompiinied  by  assertions  made  with  the 
apparent  HtUK^ti^ni  of  eertaiii  foroit^n  functionaries, 

Tlio  euiphatie  tetter  of  ( iiptiiin  Turner  (No.  1),  the  elear  and  deeided 
Htateiiient  of  thi-  otheers  (No.  2),  which  he  forwards,  together  with  the 
pnnious  I'nquiiies  iind  exunuuation  of  h>g  Iwoks  nmde  by  Captain 
(fodou,  of  the  /htr/iHtifNy  whu  was  the  senior  otficer  preisent  previous 
to  the  urrival  tif  tlie  A^ftp  frmtJ^/des,  nnd  whom  I  had  dispatehed  to 
Charleston  the  day  of  the  raid^  leave  me  nothing  to  add  save  to  call 
the  e8p<H-ial  attention  of  the  l)ei)artnient  to  the  facts  thus  elicited. 
Very  resy>ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
lititr-AffmiraJ^  Cmndg.  South  Atlantiv  Blookading  Squadrmi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Seeretaty  of  the  Jfmy,  Washmgion, 


Beport  of  Captain  Tnmer,  V.  8.  ITa^,  tr&zLamitting  c«rtifloate  of  eomm&nding  offioera  of 

V.  S,  veaaeli. 
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U<  S.  Steam  Frigate  New  Iuonsides, 

Of  VharlestoiK  S.  a,  February  10^  1863. 

Adj^itoal:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  ceriitiaite  signed 

'  all  tht»  coniDiandiiig  officers  of  vessels  that  were  lyingf  olf  Charleston 

ir  the  niorniug  of  the  attack  of  the  rams  upon  this  squadron,  except- 
ing only  three,  one  of  whom  is  on  duty  at  a  distance  and  the  other  two 
the  cooimanders  of  the  tw^o  ve.ssels  w  hieh  were  sent  to  Port  Royal  to 
repair  damages,  and  which  were  the  only  two  that  were  injured,  not- 
withstanding  the  report  of  the  enemy  in  the  Charleston  paper^^  as  "'the 
result  of  the  engagement  that  two  ves.sels  were  sunk,  four  set  on  tire» 
and  the  renmincfer  driven  away."' 

Your  personal  knowdedge  of  these  gentlemen  and  your  entire  confi- 
dence in  their  truth  and  uprightness  of  <'.ha meter  will  gi%"e  to  their 
statement  the  force  that  is  necessary  to  refute,  .sjitisfactorily  and 
effectually,  that  which  ha^H  l^een  given  to  the  workl  hy  the  authorities 
in  Charleston  and  their  sytnpathizers  as  the  facts  of  this  engagement. 

It  is  with  unaffected  piin  that  I  am  railed  upon  to  forward  a  do4'u- 
ment  reflecting  so  severely^  hut  justly^  u|XJn  functionaries  hcdding  the 
higli  position  of  consuls,  and  one  of  them,  if  this  statement  has  heen 
made  hy  his  authority,  the  conuuauder  of  a  vessel  of  war  of  her  Bri- 
tannic^ Majesty,  nor  can  I  account  foi'  it  in  any  other  way  thiin  its  being 
a  premetlitated  act  on  their  part,  with  foregone  (XHielusions,  to  draw 
up  a  report  that  would  prejudice  our  cause  in  the  eyes  of  the  w'orld, 
or  that  these  events  were  seen  by  them  with  the  ({istorted  optics  of 
prejudiced  and  partisan  witnesses. 

The  facts  are  so  clear,  l>oth  as  to  the  disi>ogition  of  the  blockading 
squadron  during  the  day  succeeding  the  engagement  and  as  to  the 
amount  of  damage  done  to  our  vessels  in  it,  that  it  does  not  admit  of  a 
shiMlow  of  a  doubt  that  these*  gentlemen  have  given  the  seals  of  their 
high  offices  to  a  version  of  the  affair  which  could  not  have  been  l>y  any 
possibilit3%  either  by  inference  or  peraonal  obsen^ation,  forced  uptm 
their  eonvietions  as  the  truth. 

I  hav^  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

Oaptatn. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Ailuntic  Blockading  S(/uadnm. 


GartiJlcate  of  Gommandiii^  offloeri  of  Umtod  8tat«i  veafels  regardinf  tlie  condition  of  the 

blockade,  JaaiiBry  31. 

U.  S.  S.  New   Ironsides* 
C/f  Charhstan,  Fehnmrg  JO,  I86S, 
We,  the  undersigned,  officers  commanding  various  vessels  of  the 
blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  have  seen  the  proelamation*  of 
Gcnenil  Beauregard  and  Commodore  Ingraham,  herewith  appended, 
as  ako  the  results  of  the^o-called  engagement,  viz,  "two  vessels  sunk, 

♦See  |»,  HIT. 
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four  set  on  tire,  itml  the  remainder  driven  away/' and  also  the  stai 
oient  that  the  British  coiimiI  iim\  the  commander  of  the  British  war  i 
.steamer  PArel  had  previously  j^oiie  5  miles  hcjond  the  usual  aachomga^H 
of  the  bloekaders,  and  eoidd  see  nothing  of  them  with  their  glass<*s,    ^H 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  state  that  tte  so-eailed  results  arc  falsie  in 
every  pirticular.     No  ves^sels  were  sunk;  none  were  set  on  fire  seri^ 
ously.     Two  vessels  alone  Tvere  injured  of  consequence.     The  Men 
ditn  had  her  boiler  exploded  by  a  tehell  from  the  only  gun  fired  at  her 
when  sui'prised  by  an  attack  by  night,     A  thick  haze  was  prevailing, 
and  thQ.  lu't^tftone  StaUs  also  had  her  steam  chest  injured  at  toe  moment 
of  attempting"  to  run  down  one  of  the  mms.     The  Keystone  Stats  was 
at  once  assisted  by  the  Memphin^  which  vessel  exchanged  shots  with 
the  iron  ram  as  she  was  withdniwing  toward  the  bar,  after  having 
tired  at  the  Keystotie  States  as  did  also  the  Quaier  City,     So  hasty  wai^ 
the  retreat  of  the  rams  that,  although  they  might  have  ptM*(*eived  tha 
the  Keystone  St  ate  htul  received  serious  damage,  no  attempt  was  evel 

lade  to  approach  her.  The  Sttftlv  and  (Hinva^  at  the  extreme  end^ 
f  the  line,  ciid  not  get  underw^ay  from  their  po:^itions  till  after  the 
firing  hud  ceased,  and  the  Stettm  merely  saw  tlie  black  smoke  as  the 
rams  disappeared  over  the  Inir.  The  FUiy  Wiis  alongside  the  Mtreedit 
ufter*  it  seems,  she  had  yielded  to  the  rum,  supposing  herself  sinking. 
The  rams  withdrew  hastily  toward  the  harlwr,  and  on  their  way  wer 
tired  at  by  the  Ilitnaat&nw  and  Auymfa  until  both  had  got  l)eyoud 
rt^ach  of  their  guns.  They  anchored  under  the  protection  of  their 
forts  and  remained  there.  j 

No  vessel,  ironclad  or  other,  passed  out  over  the  bar  after  the  return      ' 
of  the  nims  inshore.     The  ruaftilla  was  not  aware  of  the  attack  until 
the  Ilt^ifHatonic  commenced  tiring,  when  she  moved  out  toward  that 
vessel  from  her  anchorage.     The  lIofmitoHir  was  never  lieyond   the      . 
Usual  line  of  the  blockade.     The  Qnakef  Vitt/  in  the  course  of  the  foro^H 
noon   picked  up  her  ani'hor,  which  she  had  slipped,  to  repair  to  tlid^H 
point  of  firing.     The  Fltuj  commimictited  with  the  senior  oifieer  on 
noard  the  //r/?m/^w/ /c  that  forenoon  soon  after  the  tiring  ended,  and 
the  bloc^kade  continued  as  before.     No  vessel  nin  in  or  out  of  the  port 
that  day,  nor  was  any  attempt  made  to  run  the  blockade.     The  AVy- 
Hfoite  SUttt\  necessarily,  was  ordered  to  Tort  Ro^'al  for  repairs.     The      1 
Umiffilla  returned  to  her  usual  anchorage  after  conununicating  with 
the  senior  officer,  where  she  remained  during  the  day.     Throughout 
the  day  two  small  tugboats  remained  apparently  in  attendance  on  the 
rams,   under  cover  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  Beauregard.     The  prizi 
steiimer  Primem  Efiyit!,  which  had  been  lying  alongside  of  the //>?/^a^ 
torn(\  was  dismitched  to  Port  Royal,  by  order  of  the  senior  officer,  oxt 
hour  and  a  half  after  the  rams  hiid  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  batteri 
and  the  tiring  had  ceased,  or  about  9: 30  a.  m. 

These  are  the  facts,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  no  vessel 
ditl  come  out  beyond  the  bar  after  the  return  of  the  rams,  at  betw^een 
7  and  8  a.  ul,  to  the  cover  of  the  forts.  We  believe  the  statement 
that  any  vessel  came  anywhere  near  the  usual  anchorage  of  any  of  thr 
bloekaders,  or  np  to  tlie  Imr,  aft^r  the  withdrawal  of  the  rams,  to  be 
deliberately  and  knowingly  false. 

If  the  statement  from  the  papers,  as  now  before  us,  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  captain  of  the  I^fref  and  the  fort^ign  consuls,  we  can  only 
deplore   that  foreign  otficers  can  lend  their  official  positions  to  '' 
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spreadinpf  before  the  worlcL  for  innvorthy  objects,  iiiitruthH  patent  to 
every  otiicer  of  thifct  squadron. 

Wm.  Rogers  Tatlor, 
Captain^  Cammmuilng  U.  S,  S.  Ifamatonic. 
J.  H.  Strong, 
Commander^  Vmmminding  U*  S,  S*  FM^. 
Jas.  Madison  Frad^ey, 
Cofnmandef\  Command httj  ft  S*  S*  Quaker  City* 
E,  (t,  Farroti  , 
Comma7\def\  Commandlmj  f^.  S,  S.  AugvsUi, 
Pexd.  G.  Watmocth, 
Co^nmandlng  IL  S.  >S\  Memphis. 
C.  J.  Van  Alstine, 
Cmnmundin^  U*  S,  S.  Stettin. 


Order  ef  Bear- Admiral  Bu  Pont,  U.  B*  Hftvy,  to  Captain  Stellwagon,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  oommand- 
m%  ¥.  8.  B.  Morcedita^  reg^arding  the  disposition  of  Uiat  Teasel  and  her  paroled  officers 
and  orew. 

FLAG8H1P  Wabash, 
Port  Hoyal  Ifarhm\  K  C,  Fehru</n/  1^3 .  18f}:L 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mercedita  to   Philadelphia  and 
rejKjrt  your  arrival  to  Commodore  Stribling,  and  through  him  to  the 
honorable  Seeretai'v  of  the  Navy* 

You  will  tow  north  the  English  steamer  Oftmanj  broken  down  oti 
her  return  t(v  Europe, 

Yourself,  offieers,  and  ert^w  having'  been  paroled,  you  will  observe 
strieth^  the  terms  of  the  .^ime,  and  await  on  your  arrival  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Navy  Department, 

On  your  arrival  ir»  the  Delaware  jou  ^nll  coufiiie  the  men  who  left 
the  Mtrcidita  in  a  Iwat  on  the  morning  of  your  engagement  with  the 
enemy's  ironelad.s,  and  whose  names,  1  learn,  are  on  the  log,  reporting 
the  fact  to  Commodore  StribUng, 
Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  A  dm  iral. 
Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Sieajfier  Mercedita* 


E«port  of  Rear* Admiral  Dn  Font  H.  B.  Havy,  re^ardin^  miistatements  pnbliflhed  in 
Fhiladelpkla  papon  from  officers  of  prise  steamer  Frineeii  Boyal. 

No.  ItO.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Pi>rt  Pm/M  Ilarhor,  S.  C\,  Februanj  19,  1863. 

Sik;  1  have  been  much  surprised  in  reading  certain  gross  mi.sstate- 
ments  in  cotmection  with  the  atl'air  off  Charleston  in  the  Philadelphia 
papers,  which  aupear  to  have  come  from  some  of  the  officers  or  the 
prize  steamer  Pn'/u'eju^s  PtnjaL 

I  allude  particularly  to  one  which  conveys  the  idea  that  the  .•riin king 
condition  of  the  Jfi-fTtdita  was  assumed  as  a  ruse  or  Yankee  trick. 
Such  conduct  would  not  only  have  been  derogatory  to  the  character  of 
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Captain  Stcllwagen,  but  a  stain  on  the  honor  of  the  naval  servie 
How  utterly  false  the  assertion  is,  luj  official  report**  and  the  procee 
ings  of  the  court  of  enquiry  fully  prove*  The  ofEt^ers  of  the  IVlnct 
Royal  who  have  given  currency  to  such  statements,  I  respectfully 
mit,  merit  the  severest  reprobation  of  the  Department* 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  aervant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Renr'Admiraly  Comdg,  Smith  Atlmiiie  Bl^fckading  Squadron, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secr^ary  of  the  Navy^  Washingtwij  D.  C* 


I 


Beport  of  Bear-Aimiral  Bn  PonC>  U.  8.  Navy,  ttaBimitting  report  of  Actisg  Matter  Van 
Sice,  U.  8.  navy,  commanding  priie  steamer  Princest  Boyal. 

No.  95.]  Fi*AGSHip  Wabasii, 

I'ort  Royal  IIarhn\  S.  a,  February  U.  1S6S. 
Sir:  In  my  dlspat^ch  No.  W  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Department 
to  certain  gross  misstatenients  in  the  papers  referring  to  tlie  attack  of 
the  ironclads  oil  Charleston,  made,  apparently,  on  the  authority  <^H 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  Pr  if  teem  Rtn/ffL  ^H 

By  the  last  mail  1  received  the  encl«>sed  letter  (No.  1)  froni  xVcting^ 
Master  Van  Sice,  which  I  send  to  the  Depjirtment  in  justice  to  him, 
and  at  the  same  time  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  K.  H.  Thurston, 
who  appears  to  be  the  person  responsible  for  the  misstatements.  If 
this  be  so,  I  submit  that  be  should  at  once  be  dismissed  from  thfl 
service. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  ^jbedient  yervant^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Vofndg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squaihxm* 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVauyj  Washingtmi^  D.  t\ 


Beport  of  Aoting  Maater  Van  flioot  U.  S.  Fary,  commanding  prise  steamer  Frineesa  BoymL 

Steamer  Princesjs  Royal,  ^M 

PhlhMphh,  Fehrmry  9,  186S.     ^ 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  the  above  Bteamer, 
under  my  coaimand,  at  this  city  last  evening.  I  anchored  inside  of  the 
cape  night  Ix^fore  last,  not  being  able  to  get  a  pilot.  Having  had  a 
very  rough  pa.ssage,  1  had  a  good  opportunity  of  testing  the  qualities 
of  the  ship,  and  pronounce  ner  a  very  tine  steamer,  fast,  powerful, 
and  the  ablest  propeller  1  know  of,  which  infonnation  1  eoinmuni-_ 
cated  to  the  Department  last  evening,  having  sent  Dr.  Bacon  on 
Wa-shingt4>n,  bearer  of  your  dispatches,  agreeably  to  your  order. 

I  was  much  surprised  this  morning  at  tinding  a  long  article  in  the 
Philadelphia  Enquirer,  giving  tlie  news,  saying  they  obtained  their^ 
information  from  me,  which  i.s  false,   I  having  (agreeably  to  jom^^ 
instructions)  given  them  no  information,  only  such  n^  to  allay  the^^ 
greut  anxiety  which  1  found  here  on  my  arrival,  they  having  news 
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throiifjh  rebel  Hoiircas  that  two  vt'.ssrl8  had  heeiv8Uiik,  two  or  three 
f*unird,  luxd  the  blockndt^  raised,  I  oit>rfdy  told  them  thttt  the  Men'c- 
difa  atjd  liei/sltme  tSiaie  were  attacked,  and  that  the  lui/Mhme  State 
fougfht  the  rams  oif  aft4i*r  heintr  erippled,  and  that  the  blockade  wat: 
not  mised,  but  iatnct  as  much  as  ever.  I  ha%'e  called  oo  the  editors 
and  requested  them  ftoj  retract  and  corre<^t  the  article,  which  they 
will  do  in  to-morrow^  iiiornin|i;'-8  edition.  1  reg^ret  exceedingly  that 
anythin|if  of  the  kind  ahonld  have  been  publis^hea.  It  appears  that  the 
reporter  got  his  infoniiation  from  one  of  my  officers,  and,  from  what 
1  can  learn,  from  Third  Assistant  Engineer  tl.  Ih  Thurston, 

I  have  received  orders  not  to  deliver  the  vessel  over  until  furthei 
orders  froui  the  Department* 

Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

Ei>w,  Van  Sick, 
Aetmtj  Manttr^  Cmtimanding. 
Re^r- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Vtmidij,  iSmith  Atlantic  Biockadintj  Squadrtm^  Pmi  lii/i/ai^  S.  O. 


Beport  of  Se&r- Admiral  Dn  Pant,  TJ.  8.  Hftvy^  truumittiug  itatamdnt  of  t^rmf  offieert 
regarduig  tho  aOeg^ed  raiiiiig  of  the  blookado. 

No.  lOOO  Flagship  Wabash, 

Part  Rmjal,  8.  a,  Fehruari/ m.  1S63,, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  communication 
(marked  No.  1)  from  Colonel  Lechler,  of  the  One  hundred  and  ^eventv- 
sixth  iletfimcnt  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Surgeon  Fundenburg,  of  the 
same  regiment,  and  Capttiin  Newberry,,  of  the  steamship  ('mMaik,  in 
reference  to  the  pretencled  mining  of  the  blockade  on  the  31st  ultimo. 
These  gentlemen,  on  seeing  the  statements  of  this  affair  made  in  the 
Southern  papers,  deemed  it  their  duty  to  give  their  testimony,  which, 
as  the  Department  will  perceive^  corroborates  entirely  that  of  the 
otficers  of  the  hlot*kading  squadron. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  8ervaDt, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Onnmanding  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Sf/uadrmi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretart/  of  th€  Navy^   WasAin^t<m, 

HEADyUARTERS  176th  Regtment  Pa.  Militia, 

St,  Helena  Mand,  S,  a,  Fehmary  iil,  1863. 
Sir:  Having  seen  a  proclamation  issued  by  General  Beauregard  and 
Commodore  In^mham  to  the  effect  that  upon  the  morning  of  the  Slst 
ultimo  they  had,  by  force  of  arms,  succeeded  in  dispersing  the  block- 
ading  tleet  which  was  lying  off  Charleston  Harbor,  and  also  a  state- 
ment purporting  to  have  come  from  the  English  consul  for  that  port, 
and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  English  man-of-w^ar  IK-tnl,  that  they 
had  goi»e  out  to  a  point  5  miles  l>eyond  the  usual  anchorage  of  the 
blockading  tleet,  and  that  not  a  single  vessel  conht  be  seen,  even  with 
the  aid  of  powerful  glasses,  and  that  consequently  the  blockade  biid 
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hBtB  moiil  dbdisdlv  mierd.  Had  kaovtog  «»  ve  da  tbr  mboTc* 

to  be  olierl y  fjdwp  iji  eiwjr  fMfticalar  me  feel  tionfitauiied 

liodflT  0ttr  0wi4mei  t^  c^irroUjratorv  of  ili«l  aln^T  fumMied. 

On  die  e!f<eiiMi|f  of  Janoarv  :ii^  t^  One  tmadn^d  auid  Nprt^ty-^dxtii 

PeniiHylviuik  Militia  (with  whicli  we  mffe  dooaeetad)  left 

Um^Mml  City.  N,  C.«  an  boiird  ^leamer  Omedk.  detitiMd  far  Port 

l£/>val.     l'|joo  the  morning  of  the  3lKt,  wbei*  b%1i  CbuieeliN^  cxmld 

Lb<*4ir  firing  di»«tiru'tly.     Vium  our  arrivnl  off  tbe  barbopr,  wliidi  wmm  at 

l#^>out  half  \mM  ^  in  the  morning,  foond  lyin^  there  the  bkytatfiing 

ri^iiiMdrorn  ^oiiie  of  which  were  st  anchor:  and  al^o  the  priae 

'  /Vifu^^M  UmjaL     The  dixttuice  from  land  at  which  tJlej  weiv 

eatiuiated  t4j  Im*  from  4  to  5  milecs,  and  although  the  morain^i 


lia^^y  yf*t  the  land  could  be  plainly  seen  on  each  side  of  the 
haHicjr;  vpM>y(*I>^  could  be  N^en  in  tbe  inletif«  and,  bv  the  aid  of  the  gbt^ 
a  fort*  Wild  Ui  hare  been  Suinter,  wan  i-imhle.  tTe  were  right  in  the 
imAA  of  the  fl«3i^t,  wi  ni»ar  an  to  l>e  able  to  ciirry  on  a  eonverealion  with 
the  Utnuuiimii**;  were  Ijoarded  by  officer»^  from  it  aad  the  Quaker  diy. 
Wt'  n«itiained  there  until  about  9  oMoek;  shortly  after  we  departed 
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w  /loyal  followed. 


BrVing  thuH  tiear  the  Kite  of  the  engagement,  and  bo  mxx%  after  it 
came  oft,  wc  do  not  heBllate  in  the  lea*ft  to  pronoun^-e  the  statement 
that  thr  [ilrM-kade  wa«  nuaed  not  onlyabnurd.  hut  utterly  and  willfullj 
falsi'  in  every  pniticular.  And  the  gtatenient  of  the  fenglish  con^^ul 
and  tbe  commander  of  the  JMreK  that  the  squadron  could  not  be  seen, 
eviTi  with  the  aid  of  powerful  gla>»He8,  Jh  one  e<|ualh'  false,  and  one 
that  imjK'lH  in*  to  conclude  that  it  would  require  a  powerful  glaai» 
truly  to  l*e  abb*  to  di**<*over  one  paiticle  of  truth  or  none^ty  in  the 
compoNitii^ri  <if  thenc  gentlemen.  Tbe  entire  regiment  can  snh^tan* 
tiatc  the  iilKJve  fa«"t^,  and  buruM  with  indignation  niiit  gentlemen  uccu- 
jjy ir»g  high  stilt ion^,  ah  tbey  do,  should  resort  to  s^uch  base  fabrications 
t4>  |jrop  up  u  failing  ma'^e. 

We  have  the  honor,  ^iv.  to  l>e  your  moHt  oliedient  servants, 

A.  A,  Lkchleb, 
( 'olmu'l^  Ctnnttiffndimf  17Gth  liegiment  JWitvHylvamn  Mllitm, 

W,   F.  FUNDENBURG, 

Surgeon^  I7Uth  Iie(/inient  Pennsylvani*i  MilUia^ 
Taylor  C.  Newberry, 

Captain  Steamship  Ctmiack. 
llear-Adminil  S,  F*  On  Pont, 

CoffunfinduMj  Sonf/i  AtUuttw  BliM)kadhig  tSqumirtm, 


Lottnr  from  Mr.  FredsriGk  Milnei  Edg*  to  Evar-Admiral  Ba  Pont,  IT,  B,  Mavy,  makijig  ^ 
itatement  regnrdiiig  the  conditioii  of  tbe  blockade  a«  observed  by  him  on  Febrn^iry  1. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  February  SS^  ISBS, 

Silt:  Tbe  tmhlii'ation  of  the  mtinifes to  signed  by  (General  Beauregai-d 
und  ConnnrHltij-e  Iii^M'iihuni,  derlaring  the  bloekadeof  Charlei<ton  raised 
and  tilt*  I'litire  dinappearance  of  the  United  Statetu  blockading  squad- 
rf»n  from  that  vieinity,  indueeH  nie  to  make  the  following  statement; 

I  left  Murehead  t'ity,  N.  C,  on  the  Hist  ultimo,  on  board  Major- 
Uetienil   Fi>?<ter\H  tlagnhip,  tlie  X.  A*.   Spauiding,     Next  day,  jibortly 
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aft»*i"  noon,  we  were  off  Charlef^ton,     On  referriiig^  to  \uy  liiary,  writ- 
ten on  the  evening  of  the  1st  iiiHtjint,  I  find  the  followhit^  entry: 

Stituhnj^  tebrftin-y  J, — Notliiiijf  of  inipciHaiit'e  o<'L*nrr<Kl  t-o-tlay.  Pawserl  CharleBton 
betweeu  1  and  2  p.  m,,  dintanre  from  Ifuid  about  15  uides.  I^ar^e  bloi'ka«1iiit;  fleet 
outnide  Iwr;  HltM_>|Mif-war  ehitHt^  iit*^  hut  gives  in*  in  diHgiiM;  h^r  intention  pnrttahly 
to  diacovtT  who  wt*  were.  Al>out  ri  p.  in.  iwt^pen  ih^^  Ironfti^ki^  Ptiiiidinjjin  for  Charlt^s- 
Um  in  lighting  trim.  Saw  Huiitinjz  jHland  lijyhl-Hinp  ut  njontliof  Port  Hoyal  Harlxjr 
tttdn.^k,  hiiL  did  not  n-at'h  it  until  11  p,  m.  Stayer!  tiU  iii^rlit  outside  bar,  rk*i<e  to 
lij?i:it-8hip.     8e4i  and  wind  jdl  day  talni, 

1  may  have  overestimated  the  diHtAinee  at  w  hie  It  we  inLssi*d  ( 'haHen- 
ton,  for.  in  eoninion  with  t>therH,  I  saw  houses  on  the  nliore  of  an  island 
to  the  north  of  the  harlxjr,  and  that,  too,  witli  great  dit^tinctness.  I 
stated  at  the  time  that  these  buildings  wt»re  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  of  Moidtrieville,  but  I  8u}»sequently  felt  I  w^u*  mistaken,  as  we 
were  too  Umg  reaehing  the  hitter  plaee.  Sin  eml  of  the  offieers  of  the 
Signal  Corps  asserted  they  eoidd  see  <.'harleston  itself,  and  tliiM-aptain 
of  the  Spiitf/fiiiHj  made  the  same  dechiratiun.  I,  however,  failed  to  do 
so,  owing  partly  to  ishortifightedness  »iid  atill  more  to  the  ''eat"'8  pawns'' 
on  the  water. 

The  sijuadron  bloekading  the  hurlMir  was  almost  suffieiently  distinet 
for  me  to  have  told  the  name  of  eucli  vessel,  had  I  pre\  iously  t»een 
acquainted  with  them;  and  so  numerous  were  they  that  1  feared  an 
attaek  was  alKJUt  to  be  made  innnediately  on  the  eity  and  its  defenses; 
the  imssmgof  the  //vv/a///^;*c  later  in  the  afternoon  dispelletl  somewhat 
my  apprtdnmsioris.  I  did  not  eouiit  the  vessels  in  the  squadron,  but 
there  was  a  tduster  of  them  oft',  what  I  supposed  to  be,  the  liar,  whiidi 
certainly  appeared  iu  rontain  from  ten  to  twelve  ships  at  anehon  If 
these  btoekaders  had  ireeji  tlriven  otf,  out  of  sight.  I  he  day  previous^ 
they  ei'rtiiitdy  imist  have  displayed  a  eonunendable  alaerity  irj  resun)- 
ing  their  tdd  station  f)y  noon  of  Sunday — in  other  words,  within  twen- 
tj-four  hours  of  the  attaek  made  iiy  the  Confederate  rams. 

Apdogizing  ftjr  the  lengtli  of  this  eomnumi<ation,  whieh  would  not 
[have]  been  made  but  for  the  fact  that  an  Englishuuurs  testimony  on 
this  tfuestion  is  seareely  likely  to  be  regarded  as  ex jHirtf\  in  his  ow^n 
country  at  least. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sii",  yours,  most  respectfully, 

FrEBEKICK  MlLNKS  ElHiE, 

Ltm  ih m,  Emjlan d, 
Kear-Adjuind  S.  F.  Du  Font,  C.  8.  Navv. 


Beport  of  Cspt&m  Bt0llwmg«n,  TJ,  8.  Navft  oonunandiiLg  U.  8.  S,  Kercedita,  reqaeifeuig  a 

oomrt  of  enquiry. 

U.  S.  8,  Mercedita, 
Port  Rai/aK  Ft^hnmrrj  2,  tH6:h 
Sir:  1  respectfully  ret^uest  that  a  court  of  enquiry  ma^-  l>e  ordered 
to  examine  into  the  particulars  of  the  attuek  upon  this  vessel  by  the 
steam  ironclad  ram  [Palmetto  State]  and  my  surrender  off  Charleston, 
S,  C,  on  the  morning  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  before  daylight. 
Very  respectfully,  yoMi  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagek, 

Rear'Adminil  S.  F.  Or  Pont, 

Vowmandimj  ASouth  Atlantic  lil4H}kudhig  Sfjufidrfm, 


1 
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soirrB  AfLAsmc  BMA^cKADima  squadrcix. 

A  ooort  of  •aqmiry. 

U,  S*  4S,  Keystoj»e  Statk, 

BtR:  If  the  public  intere^t^  wLl]  permit,  luay  I  request  a  court  of 
enquirv  upon  the  affairs  of  the  3Lst  ultimo ^ 

I  am,  sir,  %'erT  respectfully*  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm  E.  Le  Roy, 

Hear- Admiral  8.  F.  Dti  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

ihmmitjidhttf  Sfmth  AtlantU*  Blockctdm^  Squadr^m^ 


lietUr  from  &«&r-Adjsiiral  Dn  Pout,  U.  S.  Havj,  to  Commander  t«  Eoy,  U.  8.  ]faT7»  do«lAr- 
ing  a  court  of  enquiiy  aimeoeMary. 

FukosHii*  Wabash, 
Pf/rt  Royal  Barhar,  aS.  C,  FSnmry  6,  iS6S. 
Sir:   I  bav»  rec*Gived  your  communication  of  yesterday  requesting  a 
t  oiirt  yf  enquiry  upon  the  affair  of  the  31st  ultimo,  off  Charleston,  if 
tbr  i)ul)lii'  intercut  will  peraiit. 

While  apprer-iating  the  motive  which  induces  you  to  seek  such  an 
invcHtigHtioa,  I  deem  it  imnecessary,  for  the  facts  .-iubmitted  by  me  to 
the  Department  of  your  unequal  contest  with  the  iron  vessels  are 
creditable  to  you  and  your  officers  and  crew\ 

It  i.s  but  jiiHt  Uy  add  there  is  every  reason  to  l>elicve  that  had  not 
your  8hip  been  unfortunately  disabled  at  a  most  critical   time,  you 
would  have  ^illce<>eded  in  destroying  one  of  the  ironclads,  even  at  the 
riNk  of  losirjg  y*>ni"  owrj  vessel. 
liespcctfully,  cte., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Conunander  W.  E.  Le  Hoy, 

f/.  .y.  A  Keffstime  StaU',  lU-f  lioynL 


ReO/r'AdmrraL 


Initraot'omi  of  Boar-Admirdl  b4  Pant,  U.  S.  "Bwrj^  to  Captain  Oroon,  MzUor  offieor  of  tbo 

conrt  of  enquiry. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

rort  Rotjfd  JLirhfif\  S,  C'.,  Fehnmry  2^  186S. 

By  virtue  uf  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  the  17th  of  July,  1862,  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  a  court  of  enquiry  is  hereby  ordei-ed  to 
c(jn\4nii^  on  iHJard  the^  Mercedita^  Port  Koyal  lfarl>or,  on  'Fue^day,  the 
3d  day  of  February,  1863,  at  10  oVlock  in  the  morning  to  enquire — 

First.  Into  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  surrender  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Merced  if  a  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  off  Charleston, 
when  attacked  by  an  ironclad  vessel  or  ram  of  the  so-called  Confeder- 
ate States. 

Sf?cond.  Into  the  eireumstances  connected  with  the  parole  given  by 
Lieutenant -CtMuniander  Trevett  Abbot,  and  its  character;  whether  ft 
included  the  offi<'ers  atid  cre%v  of  the  Af^rcedifit:  and  if  i?'0,  whether  it 
iilso  included  the  vessul  and  its  equipment. 

The  court  will  report  the  facts  and  give  its  opinion. 
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The  court  i»  to  Imj  composed  of  tlie  following  oliietM-^: 
Captain  Joseph    V,  Green,  Coiniimnder  Williiini  Reynolds,  Com- 
nmnder  Thomas  G.  Corbin,  nieiiil*ei>t,  and  J.  D,  HatJfue,  jud^re-advocate. 

S.  h\  Dl   Pont, 

Rf/ar-Adm  traL 
Captain  J.  F.  Green,  * 

Sr/iff^r  Offio^'  of  Cmirt  of  Enqmrti* 


Eeport  of  R«af*Acl«iiiiiI  Bn  Font  U.  8.  Ifayy,  forwarding  prtoeediAgt  of  Uio  tonrt  of 
enqairy  m  the  caie  of  the  II.  8,  S.  Mercedita, 

Nti.  tSVL]  FLAGsim^  Wabash, 

Port  A\i/ai  Ifarhi^t',  S,  C^  FSrnmy  1S\  IHOrl. 

8iu:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewitli  the  proeeedin^j^N  of  a 
court  of  rn(|uirv  in  tht*  ease  of  the  M*tutJ^ffi^  with  my  approval. 

After  repiHtin^  the  faetw,  the  court  is  of  opinion— 

First.  That  further  milit«i*y  proceedings  are  neee^isarv  in  this  ea^e. 

SecotKL  That  the  parole  given  did  include  the  office r?s  sind  crew.  Init 
did  not  include  the  vesnel  and  it.s  cquipnient. 

It  will  he,  ht^wever,  for  the  Department  to  judgl^  after  rcviewini^ 
the  testimony  in  the  cane,  whether  under  all  the  circyinstances  further 
proceedings  are  necensary. 

It  strikes  me  as  tint  fair  to  state  that  if  the  neglects  pointed  out  by 
the  court  had  not  i^xisted,  the  result  would  still  have  lx*en  tijc  same. 
The  contest  was  too  unequal,  and  1  respeetfully  .nubmit  that  the  Depail- 
ment  may  tind  it  sufficient  to  express  it.s  di.sapproftation  of  the  want  of 
vigilance  and  caution,  W' ithout  ordering  a  furtber  trial. 

The  thirteen  men  who  deserted  in  a  boiit  1  direi^teil  Captain  Stell- 
wagen  to  place  under  eontineinent,  and  to  rep<»rt  the  fart  to  ( /onuno- 
dore  Stribling,  on  his  anrival  at  Philadelphia. 
Verv  respectfully,  voiu'  i>}}edient  servant, 

S.  F.  l)u  TONT, 
Rear-AdimraK  Oomdcf,  South  Afianfiv  Bltwkadrnn  Stpt/idrfyn, 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

iStfrrfffn/  of  tin  Navy^  Wtmhingtrm^  D.  C. 


I  tile  it 


Order  of  tlie  Becretarj  of  tho  Kavy  to  Eear-Admiral  Ibubrick,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  serve  ai 
(bairman  of  board  on  tbe  iiatns  of  tbe  officers  anil  otbert  attacbed  to  tbe  U:  S.  S.  Mer- 
(jpdita,  reg^arding  tbelr  parole. 

NaVV    I>Er.VBTMENT,  J/i/r///  J,  JSGo, 

Sir:  The  Department  has  deemed  it  expt*dii>nt  to  convene  a  board, 
consisting  of  yourself  as  [»resideiit,  and  Rear-Ailmind  Charles  IL 
Davis,  of  tbe  Kavy,  and  Urigadier-(iencral  Josejih  (i.  Totten,  of  the 
U,  S.  Army,  as  members,  foi"  the  purpose  of  considering  the  present 
stiitus  or  rondition,  under  the  law.s  of  war,  of  the  officers  aiid  others 
attached  to  the  U.  S,  S.  Merctdita  at  tbe  time  of  the  surrender  of  tliat 
vessel  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  *^lst  i»f  January  last,  and  of  report- 
ing  whether  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  paroles  stat4Hl  to  have  been 
given  on  that  occasion  are  valid  and  subsisting. 

The  board  will  ar^semble  at  the  Navy  Department  on  Saturday  next, 
the  7tli  instant. 

1  transmit  herewith  the  ii^cord  of  the  proeaedings  of  a  court  of 
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eiiqu  in,  convened  bv  order  of  Bear-Adminil  Du  Pont,  for  the  pur 

of  enquiriii<(  into  the  rimimHtnnee.s  eonueet^xl  with  tin-  surrender  of  1 
thi*  Mereedita;  and  aLno  a  paper  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Artn\" 
^howin^  the  existing  provisions  of  the  laws  of  war  respecting  paroles. 
I  am.  i^*j^pect fully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

(  f  r  D  EON    W  KLINES, 

SHyrt'tary  of  the  Nai^t^J 
Rear-Admii-al  Wm.  B*  Shubrick, 


Special  order  from  the  Seoretar;  of  War  detailing  Brigadier -GeneTal  Totteu,  0;  S.  Army, 

for  duty  i>ii  ike  board. 

War  Depahtmkkt,  wVari'TANT-OBNEii.vi/8  Office, 

WaM/t  inf/f(ni  ^  March  4n  M'6*'A 
Brigiidier-Geiienil  James  T*>tten,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed 
as  an  assoeiate  with  Rear- Admiral  Shubrit-k  and  C -onmKKlore  Davis,  of 
the  Navy,  for  the  ennsidenitifia  of  the  cast*  of  the  paroling  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  l\  S.  S,  Jft^vt^dfa  o&  Charleston,  S*  C,  dur- 
ing the  late  attack  from  the  n^lH?!^. 


Hon.  G*  Welles, 

SW*rttari/  Nftvy, 


L.   TtlOMAS, 


Beport  of  the  beard  appointed  to  comeider  the  statas  of  the  officers  and  othera  of  tkm 
tr.  8.  8.  Her  cadi  ta,  regarding  their  parolo. 

Na>^  Department,  Mandi  i^,  1SG3. 
Sir:  The  lioard  convened  by  vour  order  of  March  3,  18t>3,  for  the 
purjxjst*  of  cnnsidering  the  present  status  or  condition,  under  the  laws 
of  war,  of  the  ofheers  and  othei's  alUicln^d  to  the  W  S.  S.  Mercf^dita  at 
the  time  of  tlie  surrender  of  that  ves^'l  oti'  Charleston,  S,  C,  on  the 
81st  of  January  last,  and  of  rejxirting  whether  or  not,  in  its  opinion, 
the  paroles  stated  to  have  Ijeen  given  on  that  occasion  are  valid  and 
subsisting,  have  the  honor  to  repoH  that  it  hiLs  given  tlu'  subject  its 
most  careful  study  and  ret!ection,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  inasmuch 
as  Lieuteinint-C<^mmander  A blmt  assumed  the  rcsjKjnsibilitj  of  giving 
the  paroli^  for  the  tifticers  and  others  on  hinird  of  the  JffrcedJta^  and 
inasnmch  as  his  act  wius  inmiediatidy  sanctioned  liy  his  conmianding 
ofhcrr,  Command<'r  Stellwagen,  the  vjilidity  of  the  pirole  should  1h* 
admitted,  and  the  corresponding  status  or  condition  of  the  othcei*;^ aiid^ 
men  should  be  ivcognis^ed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  B.  SiruBRicK, 
lied  r-A  dm  h  v/  J  and  Prmident^ 
a  H.  Davis, 

Rf^ar- Admiral'* 
Jas,  G.  Tutten, 
Bremt  Bri^ffdier' General^  U*  S.  Army, 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretm'y  of  ihr  Nm^y. 


"%BpoTl  of  GapUin  Bt«Uw&gen,  U.  8.  NftTj,  requftBting  inform  a  tion  regarding  the  ftuding^ 
of  tko  coQrt  in  the  case  of  the  parole  of  the  officers  and  otheri  of  the  XT.  S.  B.  Mercedita. 

Philadelphia,  March  /^,  J863. 

Sik;  At  the  time  of  my  leavinj^:  Port  Royal  the  findiot^  of  the  court 
of  eiiquiry  had  not  yet  Ijeeri  eom|)letod  and  1  am  awaiting  to  hear  it 
with  iiatiind  solieitiido.  Though  1  feel  that  every  thing  was  done  prop- 
erly that  ci rcumstancei^  permittf'd,  1  should  lik<^  to  find  it  met  the 
approbation  of  yourself  and  the  Government. 

I  presiuue  the  evidence  establishes  the  facts  that  the  Merrtditit  was 
in  good  order  and  always  vigilant;  that  the  fog  prevented  the  posKi- 
hility  of  seeing  more  than  1(W>  yards  and  made  it  improper  to  get 
underway,  even  if  time  had  periuitted,  unless  in  cikse  of  great  emer- 
gency, particuhirly  as  we  haa  slipped  our  l>est  anchor  and  chain;  that 
it  WHS  our  third  alarm,  and  the  t'nrlrtp  had  warned  us  to  expect  more 
tmns]x»rts  to  come  in  on  iis,  there  being  15U  of  them,  great  and  sTuall; 
that  1  was  lying  in  close  to  the  ban  having  lHH*n  i^ngaginl  in  making 
examiuatiiins  and  ready  to  support  the  Oftatra^  which  vessel  had  Jieen 
ordered  to  go  inside,  the  coming  of  thc^  rams  being  entirely  unexpected 
by  the  senior  othcer  and  all  others,  consequently  we  were  the  tirst  ves- 
sel encountered,  her  tirst  shot  destroying  our  steam  power  and  her 
prow  making  a  clear  hole  5  feet  by  *Ah  feet  in  our  side  and  sliattering 
it  many  feet  farther,  IS  inches  of  the  hole  tjeinglxdow  the  water  line; 
all  of  whieli  was  seen  hy  the  enemy,  who  behaved  with  forbearance  on 
account  of  it.  We  were  in  a  totally  helpless  condition;  no  gun  could 
l>e  brought  to  l^^ar  at  any  tiuu^  on  the  enemy,  though  1  gave  thcMirder 
to  tire  at  least  foui"  times,  distinctly  heard  on  the  nuiu  and  Aeting 
Masters  Dwyer  and  Wilder  and  myself  felt  certjiin  that  it  had  been 
obeyed,  as  the  smoke,  sparks,  etc.,  from  the  enemy  Hew^  over  our 
quarter-deck,  rhiis  in  a  sinking  condition,  opjjosed  to  ironclads,  I 
could  do  nothing  for  the  cause  of  the  country  Imt  delay  the  Hiirrender 
and  make  signal  lights  to  spn-ad  the  alarm.  That  by  [>r<mipt,  ener- 
^etic,  and  contimied  exertions  of  otficers  and  u>en  we  saved  the  ship, 
it  tiiking  all  day  to  clear  her  of  water,  the  steam  jamips  lieiag  required 
even  whilst  lying  m  Port  Royal  awaiting  repairs, 

I  hojie  my  exchange  will  soon  be  t^Uected  and  that  1  may  obtain  an 
ironclad,  or  some  vessel  capable  of  doing  good  service  against  the 
ports  or  new  steamers  of  the  reliellion,  as  our  purchased  sljips  have 
their  engines  and  steam  so  nmch  exposed  that  in  a  contest  they  stand 
relatively  almost  as  glass  against  iron,  KnchistHl  please  lind  copy  of 
a  note  trcmi  Mi'.  Wilder. 

Very  rt^spect fully,  etc., 

H,  S,  Stkllwaokn, 

Hon,  (i.  Welles, 

SriU'ttitnj  of  flit'  NtlViJ, 

[  Kiu'lmnr**.] 

IT.  S.  S,  Mkrcedita, 

/V/r/  Htnjai,  Frhrnartj  IK  h'<0:l 

Sir:  In  giving  my  evidence  to-day  Ix^fore  th<*  eourt  of  enquiry  on 

hoard  the  V,  S.  ship  Vermont^  I  oiiiitted  to  stiite  one  fact  which  iniglit 

possibly  have  a  I  ma  ring  on  the  case.      When  the  mm  nin   into  u>  and 

tired  her  gun,  f<u'  snnietime  I  thought  it  was  No.  :^  gun  of  my  division 
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that  was  fired,  and  I  did  not  find  out  my  mistake  until  after  the  steam 
had  cleared  away  and  I  went  to  the  gun. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  B.  Wilder, 

Acting  Mai^ter. 
Captain  H.  S.  Stellwaoen, 

U,  S.  S.  MeTceiUta. 


[Telegram.] 


Charleston,  S.  C,  Janxuiry  31^  1863, 

Last  night  Confederate  gunboats  Chicora  and  Palnietto  State^  under 
Commodore  Ingraham,  sank  (outside)  the  steamer  Mercedita,  Captain 
Tucker  set  tire  to  one  vessel,  which  struck  her  flag,  and  thinks  he  sunk 
another.  Our  loss  and  damage,  none.  Enemy's  whole  fleet  has  dis- 
persed north  and  south.  I  am  going  to  proclaim  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton raised. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Geuiiral^  Comviandiny, 
(fcneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  mid  [nHpcctar' General. 


[Telegram- 1 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  January  31.,  1863. 
Some  of  the  enemy's  vessels  have  returned,  but  for  several  hours 
(three  or  four)  none  were  in  sight.     Was  blockade  raised  or  not? 
What  says  Attorney-General?      Shall  I  publish   my  proclamation, 
written  meanwhile? 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
Genenil  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspect^t^r- Oenend, 


Letter  from  General  Beauregard,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Tlag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  Navy,  offering 

oongratnlationi. 

Ilix^Rs.  Dei»t.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

CharU^iton,  S.  C,  January  31,  1863. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  and   the 
gallant  officers  and  men   under   your  command   for    your  brilliant 
achievement  of  last  night,  which  will  be  classed  hereafter  with  those 
of  the  MerrhnacJc  and  Arkansas, 

May  your  efforts  be  always  crowned  with  the  sjinie  success  is  the 
sincere  Vish  of  your  friend, 

(t.  T.  Hkaure(;ard. 
Captain  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Commanding  Xaral  Station^  Charltstoti^  S.  C 
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Frodamation  of  the  commandiag  officers  of  the  Ooniederftte  naval  and  land  forcM  at 
Charleston  declaring  the  blockade  raised. 

Heai>quarter8  Naval  and  Land  Forcks, 

Charlestons  January  il^  186S, 
At  about  the  hour  of  5  o'clock  this  morning  the  Confederato  States 
naval  forces  on  thi^  statiou  attacked  the  I'nitcd  Statc.s  blockadititr  fleet 
f»ff  the  harbor  ui  the  city  of  Char!ei?ton  and  simk,  dispersed,  or  drove 
off  and  out  of  .sight  for  the  time  the  entire  hostile  fleet.  Therefore 
we,  the  undersigned,  coiuniandiogf,  respectively,  the  Confedcmte  States 
naval  and  land  forces  in  tbis  quarter,  do  hereby  fonnally  declare  the 
blockade  by  the  United  States  of  the  .said  city  of  Charleston,  S*  C,  to 
be  raised  by  a  superior  for<"0  of  the  Confedei*ate  States  from  and  after 
this  31st  day  of  January,  1863, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Gen eraJ^  (Jommanding, 
D.  N.  Ingraham, 
Chmifiandin//  Naval  Ftrrce^^  South  (hrolina. 
Officials 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staf. 

[V^xiTHcA  from  Savannah  RepubUcuti,  Februiiry  'i,  1H68,] 

The  results  of  tlie  enjruorementare  two  vessels  sunk,  four  84^t  on  tire, 
and  the  remainder  dri\'en  away. 

Yestt^nky  aft4'rjioon  (iencral  Beiureirard  placed  a  steauicr  at  the 
disposal  of  the  foreign  consuls  to  see  for  thenistd\  es  that  no  Ijlockade 
existed.  The  French  and  Spanish  consuls  accepted  the  invitation* 
The  British  c^jnsnl,  with  the  commander  of  the  British  war  steamer 
Petrel^  had  previonsty  g^one  5  miles  beyond  the  usual  anchorage  of  the 
blockaders  and  could  see  nothing  of  them  with  their  glasses. 

Late  in  the  evening  four  blockaders  reappeared,  keeping  far  out. 

This  evening  a  large  number  of  blockaders  are  in  sight,  but  keeping 
8teaiii  up  ready  to  run. 

Tlie  foreign  consuls  here  have  had  a  uieeting  last  night.  They  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  the  Ijlockade  of  this  port  is  legally  raised. 


Boport  of  Flag -Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  Kavy. 

Office  Naval  Station, 

Charie^km,  S,  C,  Khrffart/  :?,  I86S, 
Sir:  1  havi^  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  night  of  the  30th 
ultimo  1  left  the  wharf  at  this  place  in  company  w  ith  the  steam  mm 
Vhimrti„  Conunandcr  John  K.  Tucker,  at  11:15  p.  ul,  and  steamed 
slowly  down  to  the  bar,  as  from  oor  draft  we  could  not  cross  until 
high  water.  At  4:30  su  lu.  wc  crossed  the  bar  with  aliout  a  fnot  and 
a  Trial f  to  snare,  and  soon  after  made  a  steamer  at  anchor;  stoml 
directly  for  uer,  and  directed  Lieutennnt Commanding  [John]  Kittlcdge 
to  strike  her  with  our  [>!ow.  When  nuite  near  wh*  were  hailed^ 
''  What  steauier  is  thati*  Drop  your  ancmir  cir  you  will  be  into  us." 
lie  w^as  infoi-med  that  it  was  the  Coufedcnitc  steamer  Pahftcfto  State* 
At  this  moment  we  struck  her  and  tired  the  T-inch  gun  into  her  as  he 
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^ve  an  order  to  UnK  I  thrMi  emiuin^d  if  he  surrendered,  and  wa» 
anHWi»n*d  in  the  atBniuUivi**  I  tlien  directed  him  to  send  a  boat  on 
lK«ird,  whirb  wan  done.  After  some  delay  Lieutenant-Commander 
Abln^t  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  the  ve.s8el  was  the  LI.  S,  S» 
J/evYv (/////,  Commander  Stelhvapen,  and  that  ybe  was  in  a  .sinking  con- 
dition and  had  a  erew  of  loS,  all  told,  and  wi.shed  to  be  relieved;  that 
all  bis  boats  were  lowered  without  the  plugs  beinu;  in  and  were  full  of 
water. 

At  this  time  the  C'htmra  was  engagfed  with  the  enemj'  and  the 
alarm  wa.H  triven.  I  knew  our  only  opportunity  wan  to  take  the 
enemy  unawares,  as  the  moment  he  was  underway,  from  his  superior 
speed,  we  i'oyld  ut»t  close  with  him.  1  then  directed  Lieutenant  Rut- 
ledge,  (H>muianding,  to  require  from  Lieuteuant-Comniander  AblK>t 
his  word  of  honor  for  his  commander,  officers,  and  crew  that  they 
would  not  serve  against  the  Confederate  States  until  regularly 
exchanged,  when  he  was  directed  to  return  with  his  boat  to  his  ve^ssel 
to  render  what  assistance  he  could,  I  then  stood  to  the  northward 
and  eastward,  and  smim  after  made  another  steamer  getting  underway* 
We  stood  f(»r  her  and  tired  seveml  shots  at  iier,  hut  as  we  had  lo 
fight  the  vessel  in  a  cinOe  to  bring  the  d liferent  guns  to  l>ear,  she  was 
soon  out  of  our  niiige.  In  this  way  we  engaged  several  vessels,  they 
ket^ping  at  long  range  and  steering  to  the  southward.  Just  as  the 
day  l>rok4'  we  made  a  large  steamer  (suppiised  tu  lie  tlie  /*otr/i/fta?i)  on 
starlM»ard  bow,  with  another  steamer  in  company,  which  had  just  got 
underway,  They  stood  to  the  southward  under  full  steam  and  opened 
their  batteries  upon  the  CAtcfrra,  which  was  stJine  distance  astern  of 
us.  I  then  turned  arid  sttxHi  to  the  southward  to  suppjrt  the  Chitvra^ 
if  necessary,  but  the  enemy  kept  on  his  <'ourse  to  the  southward,  I 
then  made  signal  to  Commander  Tucker  to  come  to  anchor,  and  led 
the  way  tn  the  entrance  of  Beach  Cliannel,  where  we  anchored  at  8:45 
a,  m.  and  bud  hj  remain  j^even  hours  for  the  tide,  as  the  vessels  can 
not  cross  the  bar  except  at  high  water.  The  sen  was  perfectly  sniooth^ 
as  nnich  so  us  in  the  har!K*n  Everything  was  ntost  favnrable  for  us 
and  gave  us  no  opportunity  to  test  the  sea  qualities  of  the  boats.  The 
engines  worked  well,  and  we  obtained  a  greater  speed  tlian  they  had 
ever  before  attained. 

I  can  not  spc^ak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  i'onduct  of  Ctnnrnander 
Tucker  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rutledge,  The  former  hiiUiUed 
his  vessel  iji  a  l*eiuitiful  manner,  and  did  the  enemy  much  damage,  I 
refer  yuu  to  his  otficial  report.  Lieutenant  Cnrnmunding  Uutledgc 
also  fought  the  PitiiHrtiti  Sttttr  m  a  manner  highly  gratifying  to  me. 

Every  officer  and  nam  did  his  duty  noldy^  and  deserves  well  of  his 
country. 

We  had  but  little  opportunity  of  trying  our  vessels,  as  the  enemy 
did  not  close,  and  not  a  single  shot  struck  either  vessel. 

I  am  highly  indebted  to  Commander  [H,  J.J  Hartstene,  who  gal- 
lantly volunttH^red  to  take  i^harge  of  three  steamers  with  5f>  soldiers 
on  board,  who  aceoin|Minied  us  in  case  we  should  need  their  service.**, 
but  they  cull  Id  not  get  over  the  bar,  but  joined  us  after  daylight  at 
the  Notth  Chiitmel  and  retidered  us  their  assistance  in  getting  through 
the  channel,  which  is  veiy  narrow. 

Of  the  conduct  of  Mr/ Gladden,  the  pilot  of  the  Palmetto  State^  I 
can  not  s|)eak  in  ten)  high  terms.  He  was  jjerfectly  cool  undiM"  the 
great  resptmsibibty  he  liad  in  talking  the  vessel  over  at  night,  with  so 
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jfreat  a  draft,  and  during  the  action  rendered  nie  ^reat  a.s.si8tan(*e  in 
ixantiujtc  out  the  ve«8els  as  we  approached  them  in  the  uneertnin  lij^ht. 
1  send  the  reports  of  I'ommaiider  Tuekcr  and  Lieutenant  Conunaad- 
ing  Rutli?dge;* 

I  am,  Mir,  \  erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N,  Lngraham, 
yh4j-  Ojftrr7\  OommandiNi/, 
Hon.  S.  K.  Mallort. 

Sfn>fnry  of  the  Nat^y^  RiehmoiHl^    I?i. 


Lilt  of  offioen  of  the  C.  B.  8.  Faiiiietto  State. 


Duncan  N.  Ingrahanij  flag-offlcer. 

John  Rntledgie,  lieut^jnont,  nDmmandinK' 

Williaiti  H.  f'arker,  (irst  lieuteniint, 

J*liilij»  Porcher,  lieuteiimjt. 

George  S.  Hhryoek,  lieutenant* 

H(j  bert  J .  Bo  wen ,  I  ie  uteiian  t . 

Arthur  M.  Lynah,  mir^?e<jii- 

John  S.  Banki^r  payniaater. 

Marshall  P*  Jordan,  firet  aarf^tant  en>ri- 

neer, 
Fran  rip  T.  Chew,  master. 
U,  (>.  GluiUlen.  |»il<»t. 
A.  Johns^»n»  piloL 


Joseph   P.   Ckybr(M*k,  |>a88e<l   iiiit!fc»hjp- 

man, 
William  Ahem,  9eC4>nd  aseistant  engineer 
J.  J.  Dariy,  Heeond  assistant  engineer, 
John  U.  Johnson,  third  aaeiHtant  engineer. 
William  P.  HamiltoD,  midshipman. 
Charles  R  8evier,  midshipman. 
Clareni'c  Cary,  midMhif>nmn. 
G.  W.  Carlton,  paymaster's  clerk, 
M.  C.  Porter^  maafer's  mate. 
Thomaa  Wilstm,  Imatawain. 
Geurge  M*  Thorn t>eHjn»  gunner. 
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Seport  of  Gommaader  Toeker,  €,  S.  Kavy.  commajidin^  C,  8,  8.  Chieorm. 

C  S.  S,  C'hicora,  Jamtanj  3U  1S6S, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  t:;*ot  underway  at  11:3d  p.  ni.  yes- 
terday and  stood  down  the  har^Kir  in  company  with  the  C.  S.  S,  Pal- 
metto Stiite,  bearing  your  tlatf.  We  rrosstHi  the  bar  at  4:40  a.  ui*  and 
eonimenced  the  aetion  atiJiifOjL  uk  ljy  (irinj^  into  a  schooner- rlj^^ed 
propeller,  which  we  set  on  tire  ujul  have  every  rea.snn  to  believe  sunk, 
as  jslie  was  nuwhi^re  to  be  si*en  at  daylight.  We  then  engaj^ed  a  large 
side- wheel  steamer,  twice  our  lerigth  fnmi  us  on  the  j)ort  Ihjw,  liring 
three  shots  into  her  with  telling  etfe(*t,  when  she  madt*  a  run  for  it. 
This  vessel  was  sup|Kised  to  be  the  Qittfkt  r  CUtj.  We  then  engaged  a 
schoonei--rigged  projxdler  and  a  large  side-wheel  steamer,  partially 
crippling  both,  and  setting  the  latU*r  on  tire,  causing  her  to  strike  her 
Hag;  at  this  tinu*  the  latter  vess^d,  syi>(Kjsed  to  Ije  the  luyHtttttf  Stutr, 
wa,s  completely  at  my  uierey,  I  having  taken  position  astern,  distant 
some  "IW  yaris.  I  at  orn^e  gave  the  order  to  cease  hring  upon  her, 
and  directed  Lieutenatrt  Bier,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Chfcttnt,  to  man  a 
l>oatand  take  charge  of  the  prize;  if  possibh^  to  save  her:  if  lliat  was 
not  i^mssible,  to  rescue  her  crew*  While  the  boat  was  in  the  act  of 
l>eing  manned  1  discovered  that  she  was  iMideavoring  to  make  her 
escape  by  working  her  stiirlKmrd  wlieel,  the  other  bidng  disabled,  her 
colors  i>eing  down.  I  at  on<*e  started  in  pursuit  and  renewed  the 
f^ngagement.  Owing  to  her  superior  steaming  qualities  she  soon 
witlen<»d  thi^  distance  to  some  *JtK_)  yards.  She  then  hoisted  her  flag  and 
coiiuuenccd  tiring  her  rifled  guns,  her  eommantler,  by  this  faithless 

*  Lieutenant  Commanding  Riitledge*^  report  not  fmiml. 
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art,  plueing  biuiself  beyond  the  pale  of  eiviUzt'd  and  botiui'able  wurfare 
The  Keyshmt  State  did  not  surrender,  rescue  or  no  rescue,  and  Iier 
e8eai>e  ought  probably  to  l>e  regarded  as  a  rescue.  We  next  engaged 
two  schooners,  one  brigf,  and  one  liark-rigged  propeller,  but  not  hav- 
ing the  reipiisite  spiked  were  unable  to  bring  them  to  close  quarters. 
\^^  porsued  them  ti  or  7  miles  seaward.  During  the  hitter  part  of  the 
combat  I  was  engaged  at  long  range  with  a  l>ark-rigged  steam  8loop  of 
war,  but  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  was  unable  to  bring  her  to  clase 
quarters,  owing  to  her  superior  steaming  qualities.  At  7:3n  a.  m.»  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  we  stood  inshore,  leaving  the  partially 
crippled  and  treeing  enemy  alxmt  7  miles  clear  of  the  bar,  standing  to 
the  south  ward  and  ea,stward.  At  8  a.  ni.,  in  <>l*cdience  to  signal, 
anchored  m  4  fathoms  water  off  the  Beach  Channel 

It  gives  me  phmsure  to  testify  to  the  good  conduct  and  efficiencv 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Ohictmn  I  am  particularly  indebted 
the  pilots,  Messrs,  Payne  and  Aldert,  for  the  skillful  pilotage  of  " 
venseL 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  re|>ort  that  1  have  no  injuries  or  ca8ualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-Officer  D.  N.  Inckaham,  C.  S.  Navy, 

CYmwmnding  Statimi^  t%arlt:4<totu  S,  C, 

•  tEnclcwurt?.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  a  steamer  (side  wheel).  suppo&G 
to  bi*  the  KeyHtofw  Stfffe^  not  only  struck  her  tiag  on  the  morning  c 
January  31,  hut  that  we  saw  a  number  of  her  men  rush  upon  the  after 
part  of  her  deck  and  extend  their  arms  toward  us  in  an  imploring 
manner,  she  being  at  that  time  completely  at  our  mercy,  distant  from 
us  some  2(X>  yards. 

G.  H.  Bier, 
6".  aS\  Nmnf^  Firnt  Li^efiUmmd  4tmJ  K^mrtdiTe  (>jfict't\  Vhteora. 

AV.  T.  Glassell, 

Lu^utenatti. 
Benjamin  F.  Shelbt, 


Letter  from  the  Be^retary  of  State  of  the  Cenfeder&te  States  to  Britlth  oeiuiiU.  reg-i 

result  of  the  attack. 


(Irrular,  I  Dkcahtmknt  of  State, 

RtrhmfmfL  Jtmitfini  57,  1S63, 
Sir:  1  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  (Junfederate  States  of 
America  to  inform  you  that  this  (irovernment  has  received  an  otBcial 
dispatch  from  Flag-()ti]cer  Ingrahani,  coujmanding  the  naval  forces  of 
the  Confederacy  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  stilting  that  the  block- 
ade of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  has  been  brok^Mi  by  the  ctanplete  dis- 
persion  and  disappi>arant*e  of  the  blockading  squadron,  in  corisequenee 
of  a  successful  attack  made  on  it  by  the  iron<Oad  steamers  commanded 
bv  Flag-Oflicer  Ingmham.  During  this  attack  one  or  uuire  of  the 
bliM'kading  vessels  were  sunk  or  burned. 
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As  voii  jirp  doii}»ttoHs  liwure  that  1jv  the  law  of  nations  a  Ijlockadp 
when  thus  liroken  f>y  nupericjrforfc  reases  to  exist  andean  not  he  sui»- 
sct|iit^ntly  on  forced  unless  established  dirtu^ro  with  adoquato  Iforees  and 
after  due  notice  to  neutiiil  powers,  it  has  Irjcen  deemed  proper  to  give 
yon  the  infomiation  herein  contained  for  the  guidance  of  such  vee^els 
of  your  nation  as  may  ehoose  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the  now  open 
port  of  Charleston. 

Re8|>ectfutly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  iState* 
George  Moobk,  Em^., 

Her  Britannw  Majesti/a  C^mimil^  Richwmnd^   Va. 

[Same  to  the  other  consuls.] 


Letter  fTom  Oeneral  Beftmreg-Ard*  C.  8.  ktmj^  to  foreign  comihU  at  ChftTleiton,  B,  C, 
regarding  the  res  nit  of  tlie  attack. 

Hdqks.  Deit.  of  Soi th  Carolina, Georgia,  and  Fu:)RmA, 

( ^harhMmi^  S,  C ,  January  31^  1S6S. 

Silt:  I  am  instructed  to  call  your  attention  officially  to  the  fact  that 
the  Confederate  States  naval  forces  on  this  station  this  morning,  about 
the  hour  of  5  o'clock,  attacked  the  United  States  blockading  squadron 
off  the  harbor  of  t/harleston,  at  their  habitual  place  of  anchorage,  and 
after  a  brief  engagement  sunk,  dispersed,  or  drove  off  and  out  of  sight 
for  the  tiuje  the  whole  hostile  fleet.  And  I  am  further  instructed  to 
call  jour  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  nummary  destruction  and  dis- 
persion of  the  fleet  of  the  United  States  constituting  the  blockading 
foi'ce  of  this  harbor,  by  the  sui>erior  force  of  the  (Confederate  State's, 
ojienites  as  an  entiie  defeasance  of  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Clairlea* 
ton  and  of  its  operation.  The  rule  of  public  hiw  requiring  that  there 
should  be  a  notification  of  a  new  blockade  before  foreign  nations  can 
be  affected  with  an  obligation  of  observing  it  as  a  blockade  still  exist- 
ing, it  is  deeDied  necessary  to  give  you  now  this  fomial  notification  of 
the  fact. 

Should  you  de.sire,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  place  at  your  disposition  a 
steamer  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  yourself  of  the  unobstructed 
condition  of  this  port* 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TUOMAH  JOHDAN, 

Brigadier' Gerwrcd  and  VhUfofSf^jff, 
BaroD  De  St,  Andbe, 

Consul  of  Frafuie^  Charlestons  S-  C* 

A  similar  letter  sent  to  Sefior  Francisco  Muness  Moncada,  her  Cath- 
olic  Majesty's  consul,  Charleston. 


I 
[ 


Letter  from  the  Bpaniili  conaul  at  Ghftrlaston  to  (lenerA]  leatireg^ard,  G.  8.  Armj, 
annoancing  the  forwarding  of  tlxe  nawi  to  WAflhing'toii  regftrding^  the  railing  of  the 
blockade. 

Spanish  Consttlate, 

Charlmfon^  February  /,  1S6J. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  1  take  pleanure  in  replying  to  your  communicution 
of  the  *Msi  iA  January  hist  respecting  tue  n<jtitiration  of  the  raisintj  the 
blockade  at  Charleston  by  the  naval  force  of  the  Confederate  Statcij. 
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I  should  inform  you  that  (  iviiiitted  a  vopy  of  the  same  comniunici 
tioii  to  his  extH^lh*nrv  the  niioister  nleiii{x>tentiarv  at  Wji.^hing'toiL 
thank  you  for  yoiir  kind  ot!V*r  in  plaring  a  Hteiinu'r  at  my  disposaU 
that  I  may  ^o  and  jiatisfy  iiiynelf  as  to  the  (H)ndition  of  the  port.  Hau 
iiig  gone  out  in  eonipany  with  the  Freneh  toii.'^ul  and  arrived  at  tl 
point  where  tht*  Confederate  naval  forces  were,  we  dineover^d  thn 
steamern  and  a  pilot  boat  returning.  I  nin.st  also  mention  that  the 
British  t'onsid  at  this  poi't  manifested  to  me  verlnillv  that  some  time 
subsequent  to  this  naval  eombat  not  a  single  blockading  vessel  wa**  in 
Bight. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you  my  sincere  respect 

MUNEZ    DE    MONCADA, 

Mr.  Thomas  Jordan, 

BriiftiduT-  (rene/'tfi  an  d  Vh  ief  af  SUtff  of  the 

Department  of  South  Carolina^  {^eorgia^  mui  Florida, 


Letter  of  Second  Aesiitant  Eiigmeer  Tomb,  C.  S,  Kavy. 

C.  S,  S,  CnicoRA, 

Chfrrlti^toji,  X  (\,  Friday^  Jan itiinf  SO ^  1863, 
We  had  orders  to  have  our  department  in  ^ood  condition  for  activi 
woi'k  fcir  >*ime  time.  To-ni^ht  we  had  steann  and  it  lotiked  like  we 
were  ^oiiijjf  to  do  something.  As  we  steamed  down  the  harbor  we 
knew  it  was  an  engaf^ement  outside,  and  from  ronstant  talk  felt  the 
sooner  it  eanie  the  better.  The  intention  is  to  ram  the  tirst  ship  we 
come  to.  Chief  Entfiueer  Claik  gave  me  orders  to  that  effect  and  to 
be  ready  to  back  without  delay. 

JanwrrijJL  —  It  must  have  been  about  5  o\'loek  a.  m,,  after  crossing 
the  bar,  that  the  Ilfi/meffo  Sfffft'  struck  the  first  shin,  but  our  shi 
for  si>mi^  H'ason  we  who  were  waiting  for  the  ?*ignal  did  not  understam 
at  the  time,  did  not  mm,  but  depended  upon  our  guns.  Chief  Engi^ 
neer  Clark  afterwards  informed  me  that  himself  and  Chief  Pihvt  Pa^'iK 
did  not  think  that  the  Vhkord  had  power  enough  to  l)aek  out  in  cj 
we  rammed  the  enemy^s  nhip,  and  for  that  reason  Captain  Tuekei 
decided  not  to  make  the  attempt.  There  was  no  rea.**cui  wny  we  should 
uot  have  rammed  and  every  reason  why  we  should  have  done  so.  The 
blow  we  should  have  Rtritck,  while  sudicient  to  sink  the  enemy,  would 
not  have  passed  beyond  the  incline  of  the  heavy  cast-iron  prow  oi 
ram  on  our  how.  We  could  not  hope  to  thatch  them  once  we  we 
sighted,  and^  unless  disabled  with  our  guns^  would  get  away  from  us. 
We  fired  into  the  Keysftme  Statt^  ana  they  evidently  were  not  pre 
pared  for  us.  From  what  we  could  learn  helow,  she  was  heading  awa^ 
from  MS  when  a  shot  from  our  bow  gun,  under  the  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  W.  T.  Glassell,  struck  her  steam  pipe  or  drum  and  another 
her  wheel.  At  this  time  she  was  within  close  mnge,  and  our  shots 
told  on  her.  The  Keyntotie  State  hauled  down  her  flag  and  did  not 
change  her  course  any.  Her  engines  were  workitig  ripht  along.  The 
signal  was  made  to  us  to  stop  our  engine.  Chief  Engineer  Clark  took 
my  station  in  the  engine  room,  and  I  was  ordered  to  take  my  crew 
liremen  and,  alongf  with  the  officer  who  was  to  take  cliarge  of  the  Ka^ 
at<me  State  as  a  prize,  to  take  charge  of  the  engine  department.     Whoi 
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W4?  got  iTiulv  totiikotbt*  se<*()ii(l  i'utt**r  kt  <j:i)  aUoai-*!  tlir  /ut/sffOit  S7f/tt\ 
Lioiih»niiTJt  (fljLssi'll  req tested  prruiis.Mifin  to  fin*  oo  h(*r  si^iin.  as  .she 
was  passinj^  out  i>(  ninge,  (  iiphiin  'rucker  said,  *'  No;  shi^  ljiislovv<»red 
hei'  nag  and  sunvnderod/'  Stuittly  iiftor  this,  realizin*^  tiiat  sh<_*  was 
only  gotting-HWtty  and  had  uu  int+'ntioii  of  siirroiiderin)^,  ( iiptjiin  Tucker 
giive  orders  to  run  thv  cutter  up  aud  for  Lieutenant  (Tla.s,sell  to  open 
on  her  apiin;  Init  she  had  got  well  dow^n  to  the  Houthea^^t  and  well  out 
of  rano-e. 

The  upshot  of  the  engaf^eiuent  wa^^  a  good  bit  of  ^lory,  Wut  not  a 
prize  or  ship  destroyed,  and  when  we  pa.s,sed  biyk  over  tlie  bar  and 
bat*k  to  Charleston  we  all  felt  disnppcjinted  at  tfie  ni(^ht\s  work.  We 
did  not  ai'eompli.sli  as  miieh  as  our  nister  ship,  the  PdhtfMt*  State* 
They  say  we  raised  the  bloekade,  but  we  all  felt  we  would  have  rather 

raised  h ^1  and  sunk  the  ships.     There  was  quite  a  heavy  fo^*-  at  the 

time  we  went  out,  but  elcared  up  at  the  time  we  eanie  inttj  the  harbor 
and  anchored. 

[Jami-is  1L  Tomh]. 


Orflei*  *(f  liraf-Aihtfiral  Ihi  Ptrnf^  (J,  S,   Xnty^  to  (■ajytatn  TnrnfT^ 
IL    S.    Nam^  to  amume   command  of  tlu   ht^H^kadM  oif'  Charlestons 

s.  a  ■  '        ' 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Piffi  Rttyal  J/arhor^  A'.  (7,,  Jammnj  dl,  186:J. 
Stu:  You  will  prm^eed  as  soon  a*$  possible  with   the  Nrw  Irrm^idm 
under  your  i-uninjand  otf  Charleston. 

Enelosed  is  {i  copy  of  a  eoinmunieation  from  Conunander  Parrott. 
It  contains  all  I  know  in  reference  to  tlie  late  attack  on  the  bh>ekadin>; 
fleet  l>y  ironclads  out  of  Charleston. 

You  will  assimie  charge  of  the  bUa'kade  as  thesenior  oiKcer  present, 
and  will  receive  from  Captain  (iodon,  of  the  Powfuifjin,  such  informa- 
tion as  his  experience  there  will  enable  him  to  give. 

I  desire  yon  to  take  such  position  with  the  New  Iromiden  as  may 
bebt  enable  you  to  prevent  tne  rebel  ironclads  from  ut^iin  attacking^ 
the  Idockading  tleet,  and  if  yon  deem  it  most  advanttigeoos  to  go  inside 
the  bar,  yon  will  make  such  arrangements  as  to  signals  with  Captain 
Godon  as  you  mav  I'onsider  necessary-. 
Respect fuliv,  etc., 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Ad  m  Iraln 
Captain  T.  Turner, 

U,   S*  *V.  Netr  IrofiMid^m, 


Reimrt  of  Capimn    Tunwr^  lu  S.  Nai^y^  (mavtanding  lu  S.  S,  New 

Jronside^^   rxganfttuf   the  statimt    to  he  a^»um^  hj   th^it  pes*(e/  off 

Charle8to7u 

U,  S.  Fbigate  New  iRONsioEfj, 

Port  RoijaL  January  SU  1S63. 

Admir^vi.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  this  day  directinj^  me  to  pnx^eed  off  Charleston, 

Governed  by  your  wishes  that  I  should  take  such  a  position  a.s  would 
best  enalde  mc  U^  prevent  the  rebel  ironclads  from  again  attacking 
the  blockading  squadron,  1  shall  do  so  as  far  as  1  possibly  can  without 
imperiling  the  safety  of  the  ship. 


AfLASTtC   BLOCKABOrO  8QO< 

To  mihmrre  thai  jmrpom  best  I  tbtDk  I  most  neoeeBBritr  be  cmti«Tde? 

Tiii«,  of  eourwt,  will  expose  me  to  tbi'  heiiTT  gmles  which  prc-Tail  at 
tlibseafloii« 

The  DefMUtnieot  ii»  aware  of  the  opituons  which  1  efitcrtain  as  to  tbe 
qtialittes  of  Ibi'^  ship  under  all  eireiioialaiieea;  that  she  mu^  depend 
uprin  her  aocborn  entirelj  on  a  lee  abore;  lliat  abe  ooald  oot  be  cmrried 
on  frttm  h  by  h<T  ^ti^am  pf*wer, 

I  faavi^  >'pt  Uy  tetft  her  cables  and  anchors  fully,  an  they  were  made 
and  furniif^hed  hr  cootraetors.  I  hope  they  may  prove*  reliable,  as 
tbe  nety^miiit^  o{  the  service  at  thiiii  time  aofi  place  make  it  iieoeasary 
to  put  them  on  trial. 

Verv  reMpe<!tfuU3%  vour  f>hedieDt  t^rvaot, 

T.  TUBNK«, 

thptain, 
Itear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

V<mmiomd4/9yj  South  Atluntw  Bht^fufing  Squadron. 


Order  of  Ffo/j-f^Jirtr  iJu  Pont,   fK    S,  A^aifi/^  to   Captain 

CK  S*  A^'i/w,  tymunanding 
duttj  off  Cmrl^jiit^m^  S,  V. 


CK  S*  A^'i/w,  tymunanding  U,  S,  S,  Pmehatan^  t4j  procssd  to  hi 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Rmjal  Harbor^  S.  CI,  January  S2^  ISSS. 
Sue:  Yfiu  will  procM-ed  with  th*?  Poir/uttan  off  Charleston  and  resume^ 

I  oiirl<>,s<^  H  rapy  of  it  f'oinmunifation  from  Commander  Parrottj^^B 
whit^li  you  haw  n\re\id\  ser^n.  It  eontaiiis  all  I  know  in  reference  to^l 
til**  lut(^  iittark  on  (lie  l)lncka<ling  fleet  by  iroiu'luds  out  of  Charleston. 

'Hie  Attfjusfff  and  JattnH  Ad^/er  rotiuTi  at  once  to  Charleston,  the, 

latter  having'  \\is\  arrived  here  from  towing  the  Passaic  to  Wa^^saw. 
Ut!8p*H'tfnllv,  fte., 

S.  R  Do  Pont, 

Sear-Adfuirai, 
Oiptiiin  S,  W.  (ioiK3N, 

K  S,  S,  Powhutan^  Port  Royak 


Leiterfrom  lienr- Admiral  D-u  Potit^  U,^  S,  Nairy^  to  Cbmt/mnder  Wi^ 
d^^/i^  fL  S,  JVdf'f/^  regarding  a/mmunition  for  an  attack  upon  -Pbj 
MvAUiHtvr,,  Ga, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rmjal  Ihimor.  S\  C,  January  Sl^  1S6S, 
Sir:  My  private  note  will  inform  you  of  the  i^tate  of  our  ammunition 
for  the  iroiH-lnds,  which  .seems  to  preclude  any  expt^nditure  for  any 
very  doiiUtfiil  results.     Pending  operations  and  watehing  the  Fingal^^ 
ilemiind  this,  yet  if  you  y^o  up  the  [Ogecehee]  River  again,  whicli  iw^k 
might  be  well  to  do,  I  trust  to  your  sound  discretion  in  any  further^ 
attempt  upon  the  ft*rt, 

Ue^^pt^ct fully,  etc* 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

R^r-AdmiraL 
Commander  J.  L,  Woni)KN, 

U^  S*  S,  Montaitl\  Ofmihttw^ 
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Rtport  of  liair-Admira/  Da  Pmit^  U.  S,  Navy^  n<jardmg  the  diHpj- 
»Ut&n  of  the  vessels  of  kin  mmmand. 

No.  r>Lj  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rmjid  ILirhor,  S,  C.  FJmmnf  L  ISCl, 

Sik:  1  have  the  honor  ttj  report  the  following  ixKsition.s  on  blockudr 
of  t!ie  vessels  of  thi.s  sqiindroii: 

At  (iiH^rgetown,  U.  8.  8*  Sjjugo. 

Otr  Bill  1^8  Bay,  U.  S.  S.  Flamhemi. 

Off  Churl e>iton,  IT.  S.  steamers  New  Ironsljhs^  Powhntan^  Jlonm- 
ionic  Flofj^  Qiffder  Vity^  James  Adf/rr^  Amjui^tn^*  Ifuroiu  Otfamf^ 
Immlflla^  JfemphiSj  and  Sftdtm^  and  sehooners  O.  W.  Blunt  and 
Atfteriea, 

In  Stono  iiivcr,  V.  8.  8.  (kmivufdmr  McfMrftmif/K 

In  North  Edi^to,  U.  8.  S,  Smith  (Mrollmi, 

In  St.  Helena,  U*  S.  hark  KiiH/Jish/^r. 

\j\  Wiissaw,  U.  8,  steamers  Pamfuc  and  MarMeh^ad. 

In  Ossabaw,  LL  S.  steamers  Mojitauk^  Seff£ca^  Wlssahichm,  D*fwn^ 
and  niortJir  schooner  ([  P,    William. s. 

Guarding  St.  Cathorine\>,  Sapelo,  Do  boy,  and  St.  Simon '«  80unds, 
U.  8.  steamers  7^77/./  Jonex^  Potiminhi^  Maaqie,,  barks  Brasiliera  and 
Femaftdhuf^  and  niorlar  schooner  A^/rfolk  Pack^^t. 

In  St.  Andrew's,  W  S.  Irnrk  Midnight. 

At  Fcrnandina,  V.  S*  S.  MohafpL 

In  St.  pTolnfs  River,  IK  8.  steamers  Norff^ick  B.nd  Unrm, 

In  Port  lloyaU  nio.st  of  them  undergoing  repairs  and  taking  in  pro- 
visions, U.  S.'  8,  Withmh,  U,  S.  ship  Vermont^  U,  S.  steamers  Mrrce- 
dita^  (hfuiMdaif/mf.  Kei/stont'  State^  (Amcmaugh^  and  mortar  .schoonei' 
Para^  tugh  DffJ^odiK  (Jolnmhifie^  Petti t^  Re^cue^  aiid  PamMi^m.  Tht> 
Mope  i.s  used  as  a  dispateh  boat. 

Verv  respefifnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

8,  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear'AdmlraL  Corndg.  SoitfJi  Atlantic  Illovkading  Stpwdf*mi, 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretitnj  of  the  Navy^   Wmhingt^m^  D,  C, 


Repart  of  Cnptaitt  ProyUm^  V,  S,  Xovy^  rtfjardivg  crpeditioji  of  the 
IL  S.  Hteamera  Pamaic  and  MorMeht'4t4i^  in  Wilmingtoo  lUvcr^ 
Gmrgiu, 

V,  8.  8.  Passaic, 
lV(t^au\  Febrimry  i,  186S, 

8in:  1  hi*g  leave  to  state  that,  with  the  Mftrhithaid  in  roni}>any,  I 
went  to-day  in  this  vessel  up  the  Wilmington  River  to  within  sight  of 
Wassaw,  or  ThmKlerbolt,  and  2\  miles  distant,  when  I  was  stopped  by 
shallow  water,  whirh  my  pilot  wouhi  nut  venture  on  exeept  at  liigli 
tide.  The  batteries  werr  very  extensive,  and  large  bodies  of  troops 
drawn  up  on  tlie  shore.  I  was  not  tired  on,  although  \\n\U^  w*ithin  mnge» 
A  battery,  whirh  is  about  a  mile  nearer  thari  the  ones  I  saw,  was  eov- 
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ered  hy  t\w  wood,  nnd  I  was  not  hi^h  «*rioutrh  to  open  it*     I  saw  two 
.small  stoiniers,  f>ut  not liiii^  that  l(x>ked  like  the  FirnjaL 
I  HOK  very  respectfully,  your  obodietit  !?ervant, 

p.  Drayton, 

Captain, 
Flaif-OffieerS.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Chmm4inding  South  Athintir  Bltjckading  ^quatlrun. 


Onler  of  Reur-Admind  Da  Ptmt^  IL  S.  Xavy^  to  Lietdenani- Com 
mnnd^tr  Stevenft^  U,  S,  Namj^  amununding  U,  S,  S.  Huron* 

FhAusiiip  Wabash, 

Pmi  Rotjftl  IlarfH^r.  S,  C,  Fehntmy  i,  IS6S. 

Sir:  You  wiil  proceed  with  the  llnnm   under   your  command   off 

Charleston  and  report  for  blot^kading  duty  to  the  senior  offit^er  present 

Respeetfiilly,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Bear- A  dvilraL 
Lieutenant-Coiiimander  (i,  A.  Stevens, 

IL  S.  S.  Ihiro}}, 


Att*frk  njam  Fort  McAUmter^  6a.  ^  A//  Ihr  fZ  S.  A\  Mff/ 
ne^els^  under  Commander  Warden ^  IL  S,  iflttvt/^  Febr^ 


^fmtattk  and  oUu 
nary  U  1^63. 


Report  of  Bear -Admiral  Da  Font,  U.  B,  Navy,  traM^mltting  reports. 


No, 


Fla(;siiii'  Wabash, 
/%r/  Rayal  flarlmr,  S\  C,  Fhruary  S,  1863, 
Sik:  I  liuve  the  honor  t*)  em-lose  (marked  No,  1)  a  eopy  of  Coiiunander 
John  L.  WordeoV  report  of  his  second  attack  on  the  battery  on  the 
O^aH'chee  River. 

J  do  not  feel  jnstitied  to  jmthorize  another  attempt,  as  the  amnuini^ 
tion  for  tlie  XV-inch  guns  is  now  very  much  reduced.  I  enclose  also 
a  copy  of  Commander  1\  Dmy ton's  report  of  his  reconnoissance  up  tbe 
Wilmin^^ton  Rivrr  (marked  No.  ii). 

Ve  r  V  res  p  c*  ■  tf u  1 1  v ,  vo  ii  r  o  bed  i  e  n  t  se  \*v  ant. 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rttff' Admiral^  Comdy.  SfmthAtifnitir  Btm'iadmy  Stprndnm, 
Hon.  GijiKON  Welles, 

iSvvrftary  f(fthe  3v/r^,    Washijiyttm^  /A  C 


^ 


Detailed  report  of  Gommanier  Word  en,  U.  S.  Kavy,  com  maud  in  g[  U.  6.  B.  Monlauk,  regard 
ing  Uie  opera lioni  of  that  veiiel  from  Janmarjr  24  to  FobrEary  2,  18@3, 

U.  8.  S.  Montauk, 

f^jf'Ft^fn'dit  JhfifMf(p\  lily  (Jgixriuu  Rirtf\  Fhrmiry  s^,  1S63, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  thel 

opeTutions  of  this  vessel  since  leHving  Fort  Uoyal  on  the  24th  ultimo: 

I  arrived  oil  Ossabaw  Bar  at  2  p.  uk  of  that  day,  and  while  com- 

mnnicating  with  Capt4tin  Green,  of  the  Vanandalgwu  a  thick  fog  set 

in,  which  prevented  our  proceeding.     At  8:30  p,  m,  the  fog  lifted. 
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when  wt^  aist  off  from  the  JfUtttM  AthjtT'AwA  stood  up  tiu*  t'hannt^l,  At 
5  p.  rn.  the  fotf  clost'd  down  again  and  coin i>c lied  lis  to  riiiehor  in  the 
chHiinel  below  Raeeoon  Key. 

Jtuiminj  ^5. — A  dense  fog  prevailed  until  11:20  u,  m.,  when  it  lifted 
suffieientlv  to  enable  us  to  reaeh  the  anehonige  otf  Rmeoon  Key.  when 
it  closed  down  iig^uin  and  continued  dense  all  day.  We  then  cleared 
the  .ship  for  action  and  shifted  ballast  from  the  body  of  the  vessel  to 
the  overliang  forward,  to  put  her  in  Jightinor  trim, 

January  26. — The  fog  still  hanging  around  us,  during  the  morning 
I  called  Lieutenant-CoTimianders  Gihson  and  Davis  and  Aetinf»  lieu- 
tenant Barnes  on  J>oard  and  arranwd  the  plan  of  attack.  At  l:4f> 
p.  UL  the  weather  cleared  up  and  I  got  underway  and  stood  up  the 
river,  anchoring  about  \\  miles  below  Fort  McAllister;  the  SfPtva^ 
Wismhirhm,  and  Dmrn^  towing  the  (\  I\  Wlllautin^  soon  followed, 
anchoring  in  line  astern.  At  s  p,  ni,  Ijientenant-Commandet*  I>avis, 
with  two  boats,  niiide  a  reconnoissance  up  th(^  river  to  aseertiiin  the 
location  of  the  obstructions  and  t<»  place  a  tiag  which  would  designate 
a  position  suitable  for  ine  to  t^ke,  clear  of  the  obstructions  and  torpe- 
does whien  are  said  to  In?  near  them.  This  duty  he  accomplished  suc- 
cessfully, besides  pulling  down  a  nuiiil»er  of  the  enemy's  nmges. 

JftiitMnj  27.  —  \t  iVAh  a.  ul  1  got  underway  and  sttvod  up  the  river, 
and  at  7:30  a.  m.  anchored  8t>me  distiinee  alwve  the  point  designated 
by  the  tlag  planted  f>y  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  about  *3no  yards 
from  the  obstructions,  on  the  side  of  the  river  opposite  the  fort  and 
about  L5tM>  yai'ds  fn)m  it. 

At  7:135  a.  in.  I  opened  lire  and  tired  twice,  when  the  enemy  replied, 
his  iirst  shot  striking  us. 

The  gunboats  and  mortar  Mduxmer  anchored  a  few^  minutes  before 
us,  in  line,  al>out  t|  uules  from  the  fort  and  opened  their  lire  u|K>n  it. 
In  about  an  hour  from  tlie  tune  of  opening  the  action  the  enemy's  lire 
had  percept i Illy  slackened,  so  much  so  that  he  was  using  only  two 
guns  at  intervals.  About  I*  o*clock  a  fresh  breeze  sprung  up,  which 
gradually  increase*l  until  it  blew  with  such  violence  a,s  to  seriously 
impede  the  flight  of  our  shells  and  atlect  their  runge. 

At  It^r^-ia  a.  m*  we  swung  to  the  flood  tide,  the  breeze  inc reusing  so 
that  the  smoke  from  the  fort  drove  down  upon  us  so  as  to  atTet^t  our 
vision.  The  enemy  were  then  enabled  to  nnm  their  guns  and  hit  us 
frequently.  We  replied  steadily,  our  shells  fulling  and  expbKiing  in 
the  huge  tniverses  and  lai  the  panqx^ts,  but  thradmirabh*  construrtion 
of  I  lie  fort  precluded  our  making  a  rapid  impression  upon  it  witli  our 
neiessHrily  slow  fire. 

At  11:55  a.  m.,  our  supply  of  shells  being  expended,  and  finding <iur 
cored  shot  did  not  afiV't-t  the  i^m^niy,  or  at  least  we  could  T»ot  obs«n've 
their  effert  with  certainty,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  tripped  our 
anchor,  and  stotxl  down  the  Hver,  and  ordered  the  gunboat>i  to  discon- 
tinue the  action. 

At  1:05  p.  ru.  1  anchored,  and  upon  examination  I  found  that  thi« 
vessel  was  nit  fourteen  times,  to  wit,  four  times  on  turret,  three  times 
on  side  armor,  four  times  on  deck  armor,  once  on  smok*?stack,  on(*e 
in  second  cutter,  and  once  on  a  spar  lashed  athwart  m\v  stern  as  a 
«tern  incmring  for  our  boats.  There  were  no  casualties  on  any  of  the 
vessels. 

Jnnuarfj  ^^, — T  learned  through  the  medium  of  a  eontniband.  who 
has  been  employed  upon  these  waters  as  a  pilot,  the  position  of  the 
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obetnictions  below  the  fort  and  the  location  of  the  torpedoes  pi 
upon  the  spiling  in  the  channel  way.     This  infonimtion,  with  tne  ai 
oi  the  «'ontml»and,  whom   I  took  on  board,  enabled  me  to  take  ap 
position  nejirer  the  fort  in  the  next  attack  upon  it. 

p/amtanj  JfK — The  dispatc^h  boat  Daffodil  arriv^  at  8:30  a.  in.  with 
ammunition  for  the  vessels.  We  received  ours,  and  were  employed 
durinjy:  the  day  in  tilling  shellB  and  shifting  fuzes. 

At  1»:H<*  p,  m.  two  fx«its,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant'Commander 
CuHhman,  of  this  veHsel,  went  up  the  river  on  a  reconnoissanee,  but 
disc^-overed  no  material  change  in  the  enemy's  position. 

Jannart/  30, — Light  westerly  winds  and  pleasant  weather.  At  9:30 
[a.  m.]  the  Seneca  went  up  the  Big  Ogeechee  River  to  reconnoiter.  and 
returned  without  discovering  anything  unusual.  At  2  p.  m.  she  went 
into  the  ] kittle  Ogeechee  River  to  ascertain  if  the  NaAhinth  had  changed 
her  ixjsition,  and  returned  to  her  anchomge  iit  8  p.  ni.,  reix>rting  that 
she  lay  in  her  old  position, 

Jannunj  JL — Calm  and  clear.  The  Dqfhdti  arrived  at  8  a*  m.  and 
supplied  the  ve.sseb  with  the  necessary  ammunition.  The  Damn 
aiTived  at  6:30  [p,  m.J,  when  1  called  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
iSefi^eri^  Wis^ahtekmi^  and  Dawn  together  and  arranged  the  plan  of 
attack. 

F^ruart/  L — ^At  6:40  a.  m.  I  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  The  wcyither  was  pleasant,  but  u  dense  mist  hung  close  over 
the  lowbiiuis  and  there  wfis  no  wind  at  the  time  of  our  starting.  We 
steamed  uii  slowlv,  followed  bv  the  Seneca,   WimahwA'tfU,  Datrn^  and 

At  7: 27  iu  nu  1  anchf>red  about  6iio  yards  >»elow  theff>rt  f^IcAllister], 
jind  on  the  right  hank  of  the  river,  as  ne4ir  as  the  shoal  water  would 
allow  me.  1  he  gunboats  t<K)k  a  |Kxsition  in  line,  as  on  Tuesday  last, 
and  about  If  miles  lielow  the  fort. 

At  7 'Ail  a,  m,  we  opened  tii'cujion  the  enemy,  the  mist  hanging  clo«e 
to  the  fort,  anil  preventing  the  smoke  of  their  guns  clearing  away  so 
that  we  run  Id  see  neither  their  pnsitifm  nor  the  effect  of  our  uwn  shells. 
The  enemy  n^plitnl  vigorously  for  some  time,  when  they  were  obliged 
ta  slac  ken  tlicii"  lire  tin  account  of  nut  befng  Jible  to  see  ustlir<»ugh  the 
smoke. 

At  7:5H  a.  m,  our  turret  was  hit  for  the  first  time  during  this  action, 
at  whii'h  time  the  enemy  were  working  their  guns  with  mpidity  and 
precision. 

At  S:45  a.  m.  I  sounded  in  14  feet,  and,  knowing  that  the  tide  would 
fall  about  5  feet  mnre,  leaving  about  1*  feet  under  us.  I  tripped  the 
anchor  and  dropped  d*>wn  the  river  to  a  position  about  l,4on  yards 
from  th«'  fort  and  into  dtMn>iM'  wfiter.  As  we  were  dropi)ing  astern,  a 
gentle  air  sprung  up,  which  gradually  dispelled  the  mist,  and  we  were 
enahh'd  to  resume  our  lire  with  arcunicy  and  observed  many  of  our 
shells  to  tear  up  the  parapets  and  *'rumble  down  the  huge  traversers. 

We  continued  our  fire,  with  no  signs  of  doi/ig  the  enemy's  guns  any 
damage,  until  ll:.^>8  a»  m,,  when  I  ordered  the  tiring  to  cease  and 
dropped  out  of  thc^ir  ran^^e. 

We  w^ere  struck  by  projtH^tiles  forty -eight  times,  to  wit,  sixteen  times 
on  turret,  three  times  on  jiilot  house,  seven  times  on  smokestack,  seven 
times  on  side  armor,  eight  times  on  deck  armor,  once  in  gig,  once  in 
cutter,  twice  4>ii  boat's  spars,  once  on  spare  anchor^  and  had  tivo  tlag- 
stirt's  shot  away,  1  recalled  the  gunboats,  and  at  12:40  p.  m,  anchored 
about  8  miles  below  the  fort. 
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At4:iiU  p.  III,  this  vessel,  hi  coiiijmny  witli  the  t]finihoiits,  weitrhect 
anchor  and  stood  down  the  river,  the  Sf/ttia  and  this  vasHel  iiaohoring 
off  Florida  Pass,  while  the  Wlssfihickmi  and  Dmm  anchored  in  Vernon 
River. 

ThiH  morning  the  WijiHohiehm  towed  the  (\  I\  Williams  over  tin*  hwv 
on  her  way  to  Port  Royal,  and  then  returned  to  her  anohom^e. 

1  ain  i^reatly  indebted  tn  [jieiitenant-(_  oinuianders  (lihson  ami  l>avis 
and  Aetiiiir  Li<Mitenant  Hariies  for  valuahle  inforniatinn  and  adviee  and 
the  prompt  and  efheient  manner  in  whieh  they  |KM*t'onned  every  duty 
assigned  ia  tlH-in.  In  hoth  aetions  I  \va?s  aldv  suj>|Jorted  liy  tlu^nij  and 
their  ves.sels  and  (fun.s  were  handled  with  skill  and  elT*»et. 

The  (\  7*  WilijtnuH^  Aetin^^  Master  Freeman,  took  a  positiun  at  sueh 
a  distance  fruni  the  fort  as  was  believed  would  enahie  her  mortar  to  f>e 
used  with  etfect,  and  succeeded  in  throwing"  a  nundM*r  of  shells  in  and 
around  it. 

I  gratefully  hear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  cool  bearing  f>f  the 
othcers  and  crew  of  this  ves.sel  at  all  times,  and  especially  under  the 
enemy's  tire,  and  also  to  the  perst^vering  vigor  and  patience  with  wliieh 
they  [irosecuted  the  ln^avy  work  of  handling  fi>r  ftnir  h4*nrs  iit  a  tiuje 
our  enormous  ordnance,  and  bore  the  conHnounvnt.  vvhiefi  is  sn  irkstmit^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  H<*rvant, 

John  1^.  \V  ouden. 

Hear- Admiral  8.  F*  l)y  Pont, 

Comilg,  Sfndh  Atlnntie  lilfH'kmUm^  Sfpim/rori^  Port  RnytiL 

1  enclose  an  account  of  anmiunitioii  expended  and  i>f  annj>unt  remain- 
ing oci  hand  at  this  date,  February  3,  18t]3, 

I  also  enclose  Lieut-enant-Conmmnder  (libsorrs  report.  *V\\v  <*(ln»r 
coiimiandcrs  have  not  yet  sent  theirs  in. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Wordek, 


Report  of  LItmteQ&iit-Ckimnuuider  Gibion,  IT.  8.  Favy,  commanding  U.  S.  B.  Soimoa. 

U.  8.  8team  (ilnhoat  Senkca. 
Ogterfue  Rivet\  Geon/m.,  F'thmanf  J,  /AVjJ. 
Sir;   I  have  the  honor  to  reoort  that  on  the  27th  idtimo  this  vessel 

Krticij)atcd  in  the  attack  on  Fort  McAllister  (or  the  (lenesis  I^oint 
ttery)  in  this  riven 

The  position  {^hosen  was  in  the  reach  btdow  the  one  niked  l>y  the  guns 
of  the  battery,  giving  i\h  an  entilading  lire  iit  a  distance  of  alxjut  a  mile 
and  three-quarters.  Tlie  Sennit^  \\s  the  leading  vessel  of  the  wtioden 
gunboats,  anchored  so  that  the  j'earniost  vessel  of  the  line  opened  the 
battery  ch^ar  of  a  point  of  woods  on  the  right  Iiank,  The  Jff*nf<ttd\ 
in  close  action,  received  the  whole  tire  of  the  enemy  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  singh^  mortar  which  inirst  a  few  shells  very  near  us.  We 
ojwned  tire  at  7:20  a,  in.  and  conti nue<l  thc^  citnnonade  four  hours  and 
foT*ty  minutes. 

On  the  tst  instant  we  again  engaged  th*'  hatlory  in  nearly  the  same 
position  and  for  nearly  a  sindlar  sjmce  of  time.  On  this  occasion  the 
enemy  tired  at  us  with  at  least  two  guns  a^  well  as  n  ith  thr  mortar,  but 
he  was  mainly  occupied  with  the  ironehuU     His  shut  fell  a  little  short 
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(oiiiMinly  jmssin^  )H?y<Jiid)  mid  his  sIk'Hs  t-xnloded  close  to  and  over  its,' 
Tho  mttusinvriiMit  of  otji»  hir^c  Ini^iiiriit  wnicli  struck  <mr  deck  she 
t lint  the  mortar  was  of  Xl-irirh  niliJier. 

I  am  satistic'd  that,  iti  vit'w  of  the  rtarrowiK'Ss  of  the  channel,  which 
forhade  oiii"  keepiii|,^  uTiderway,  the  position  of  the  battery,  and  the 
Hcciimcv  of  it8  nmges,  we  roiild  not  mive  en^^ed  nearer  ni  support 
of  the  jfoNt(tt/k  \\]ui  unv  rffnt  etimmmsunite  witli  t!ie  risk  to  w«xx!en 
vessels. 

The  fort  has  }>eeii  enlarged  and  strengthened  with  huge  traverses 
*^  ithin  a  recent  period.  ancT  though  hut  an  earthwork,  is  now  really 
coli»ssal  of  its  kind. 

I  am  pleased  to  reiKirt  no  easualti(»s.  I  fonvard  herewith  an  acoount 
of  the  anmiunition  expended,  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,! 

AVm.  GlH<SON, 

Lieittmant-  i  hm/Hafnler, 
Rear-Adniinil  S.  F.  I>r  Pont, 

Cffifidij,  South  Alia  tit  ic  Hhit'kffdimf  S^iitadnnu  I^^rt  Itf*yttf^  S*  Clj 


BepoTt  of  Commander  Wordeii,  U.  B,  Navy,  commanding:  U.  B.  S.  Montatik.  reg^dlng  ihm 
effect  of  Ihe  shoU  on  th&l  veitflV  trttHimitting  report  of  engineer  in  etiarge.  ' 

U.  S.  S.   MONTAUK, 

(Jf  Flmnda  Pmsa/je^  [Hi^']  Ogeeehe^  Eivtn\  Frhrmnj  ^^  18GS, 

Sik:  I  res|>ectfully  submit  the  following  observations  upon  the  elfeetsi 
of  the  shots  on  this  ship  received  during  the  engtigements  of  Jantmi'y  1 
27  and  Feljruary  I:  | 

ITpon  the  si<U'  armor,  aliove  and  near  the  water  line,  the  plates  w^ereJ 
indented  from  1  to  *i  inches*  bolthejids  }>roken,  the  phites  sprung  apart! 
at  tlie  upi)ci'  edges  over  the  ]>oint  of  impact  from  one-eighth  to  three- f 
eighths  of  ail  inch,  and  when  the  jjoint  was  near  the  ends  of  plates  they] 
are  in  st>me  cases  i*rn<^ked  or  split. 

LjKjn  the  upper  edge  of  the  side  the  indentations  were  in  some  caseal 
greater,  from  one  to  three  of  the  plates  fnictured  or  bent,  and  in  one 
case  driven  nnder  the  i^Age  olf  the  tieek  plating,  so  as  to  wedge  it  up  aj 
half  inch. 

Upon  the  deck  the  indentations  are  of  u  depth  from  one-fourth  to ' 
1^  inches,  in   length  from  1^  to  itl  inches,  and  in  width  from  1^  to  6 
inches.     In  some  cases  the  plating  was  split  luider  and  about  the  point 
of  impact. 

The  edges  and  corners  of  the  plating  were  sprung  up.  the  Imlts 
started,  and  where  the  shot  strucK  lK)Uht*ads  they  have  been  driven 
Into,  and  in  one  (*ase  *i  inches  through,  the  lK*Hni  Inflow. 

lijKjn  the  turret  the  indentations  arc  from  onchalf  to  1^  inches  in 
depth,  but  no  fractures  have  been  made  and  only  one  Ijolt  broken. 
Where  the  shots  have  sti^iick  near  the  ends  or  sides  of  plates  they  are 
very  slightly  sprung,  but  in  nowise  loosened  or  shaken.     Noetfect  waa  ' 
peree]>tible   insidt*  except   in    one    instance,   when    two   X-inch    sliot 
dtrnck  in  rapid  succession  within  iS  or  S  inches  of  each  other  near  the 
base  of  the  turret,  imniediately  after  which  it.  wils  found  dittieult  to, 
revolve  the  turret  until  it  was  raised  bv  driving  in  the  key  thn*e 
fourths  of  an  inch,  when  it  again  revolved  quite  freely. 


Tht:'  foinriderjce  would  wu^^est  thi.'*  diffii'ulty  to  liiiv**  \M^vn  tiio  rtiVi't 
of  these  Hhots,  l>ut  it  Is  Imrd  to  sre  h«>w  siuh  could  have  ln^eii  tho  ctii^% 
and  art  after  tlie  eii^a^^t^iieiit  it  wh.s  found  that  ou]y  tme  of  t[ie  turret 
engines  was  working  properly,  it  seemn  to  prove  fairly  to  be  attj'if>- 
utalile  to  the  latter  cau??e. 

The  point  oi  inipaetof  these  shoU^  wa-s  almost  directly  ajj^-ainst  the 
frout  end  of  the  l<*ft  mil  on  whieh  the  Xl-ineh  j^uu  runs  out  uinl  in. 
and  their  force  was  sueb  as  to  spring  this  rail  sufficiently  ttj  i»reak 
squarr*  otf  two  of  the  li-iiirh  Iw^lts  with  whieh  the  hottoni  plate  of  the 
port  stopper  is  fastened. 

A t  th *»  po r  t  o f  th  e  X  V  -  i 1 1 eh  gun  t h e  tu  r ret  is  f ou 1 1 d  U  j  I  >e  son i e  w  f i a  t 
shaken,  the  plates  beinj^  si'pa rated  from  each  other,  espeeiully  at  the 
top,  iKith  edgeways  and  sidewise,  in  some  eases  tpdte  one-eighth  of  an 
ineh.  and  the  only  hits  which  could  have  etfeeted  this  are  fair  lietween 
both  ports,  and  the  Xldneh  port  is  jwrfeetly  tinshaken.  so  it  seems 
fairly  attritaitahle  to  ec^neussiou* 

The  up|H^r  suiokestiiek  is  eonsidenildy  ricldhnl.  Imt  the  jnt^ket  \s  ordy 
sliLrhtly  iuflented  and  remains  |>erfectly  tirni. 

Upon  the  pihit  house  tlie  indentations  vai'v  from  one-four! li  to 
tlirei^-ftuirths  itjeh,  and  have  nt»t  injured  tin*  t>lates  tluMnst*lve.s^  hut 
although  ini  hcdls  were  hit,  seven  were  hroken  short  oil  by  theslroeks, 
the  outer  ends  Hying  Init^k  upon  the  turret  and  the  innei"  ends,  with  nuts 
attached,  Hung  violently  across  to  the  opjxjsite  side  of  the  interior, 
iiarrowlv  i-lejiring  those  within.  The  fnirture  of  ll»i»se  bolts  exhihils 
an  inferior  rjualitv  of  iron,  quite  in  contrast  with  that  in  the  Inilts  from 
the  turret  or  in  t^i**  side  armor. 

Tlie  muzzle  box  and  rirtg  of  the  XV-ineh  j^un  held  on  well,  ordy  one 
lK>lt  liaving  given  way  in  each,  the  box  l>elng  found  slightly  sprung 
fi'oTU  the  side  of  the  turret  on  one  side,  [)yt  so  far  only  enough  to 
require*  the  bolts  t<»  be  tightened  op.      The  ring  remains  tirm  and  tight. 

'fhe  engineer  in  charge  ri''jx>rts  when  the  guns  were  tired  tn  er  tlie 
quart-ei',  the  deck  and  Imilers  viluiited  so  as  to  cause  ap})reherisi4*ns  of 
damage  to  the  numerous  tulm  joints  of  the  Ixdlers. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  report  from  the  engineer  in  chaiw  in  ndation 
to  the  qyality  of  iron  slh  observed  in  the  broken  Inilts  anu  fnietures  in 
the  armor. 

Very  ri^speetfully,  your  i^bedient  si'iTaTVt. 

John  L.  Worpen, 

Retir- Admiral  8,  F.  Uv  Pont, 


Beport  of  Becond  &ftiiit&nt  Sng^ineer  Stephens,  U.  8.  Navy. 
I  .   S.  IRONCL.4D    8TKAMER    MuNTAUK, 

Sir:  In  (d»edien*'c  to  your  order  1  mi>st  respeetfidly  rejx^rt  that 
having  exandned  th(*  brok«>n  Imlts  and  injuied  plates  of  iron  in  ]dlot 
house,  turret,  deck,  iind  side  armor,  ha\  e  seen  that  the  broken  ImjUs 
from  pilot  house  are  of  an  inferior  cpudity  of  iron,  showing  in  fvwv- 
ture  large  crystals,  and  are  broken  "cold-short/' 

They  have  been  impixifierly  titted,  either  for  strength  or  safety,  to 
those  in  pilot  house  during  an  action.     The  body  of  \\o\i&  tits  locjsidy. 
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d^^ridiiiif  Oft  tlitff  t^^iidi^  mnd  niit#.  which  are  screwed  op  ri|ndlT«  cmos- 
irig  thifMi  tr>  |jflirt  Uv  ^rofRtiM^ion  of  rJiot  oo  the  pfaUes  outidde  ukI  endaii- 
eerioir  the  livev^  o/  tho^e  iDKide.  mt^  you  experienced  yegterdmr.  from 
flying  pi^:ii^  of  broken  bolti<$. 

llie  pkte  iron  of  pilot  hou/*ie  wai^  not  f  ractured*  mlthon^  the  impres- 
sion ox  one  tihKii  extendi^  through  the  whole  thicknes?!^  of  plates  (8 
in^fliei^). 

The  U>ltK  ill  turret  armor  have  not  fractured*  although  deeply 
inipreMm^  \fy  shot  in  tupme  inHtance^:  the  plate  iron  in  one  place  hd^ 
an  inipreHHion  \i  incbeH  in  depth  and  no  fracture. 

The  dwfk  irrin  platen  are  frai'tured  in  several  places,  as  well  as*  those 
of  outitiilie  armor,  arguing  a  poor  quality  of  iron. 

'Jlie  UiilerH,  enginen,  turret,  and  machinery  all  are  in  at>  good  condi- 
tion  an  Uff^ire  the  aetioni4  of  January  27  and' February  1.  The  smoke 
yi\Ht  wa>4  [xerforated  Home  five  or  nix  time8  above  the  armor  i^tection; 
It,  of  cjmr*^*^  iH  of  no  material  importance,  having  fan  blower  to  create 
draft. 

All  of  which  i«  re8i>ectfully  Hubmitted  a^  the  concurring  opinion  of 
engineern, 

Thos.  a.  Stephens, 

Senior  Engineer, 

Captain  John  L.  Wordric. 


[Tckfrnun.] 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Felyriuiry2^  1S6S. 
(Received  11  a.  m.) 
Bearei'  of  diHpat(*hcM,  left  Port  Royal  Friday  noon,  says  no  truth  in 
neport  of  M/mtmik  being  disabled  at  Fort  McAllister.  Says  Worden 
lay  iuid(^r  enemy's  fire  for  four  hours  to  try  his  vessel.  The  balls  have 
no  more  effect  ujwn  her  than  so  many  hailstones.  Nothing  had  been 
heard  of  tlio.  SihH)Ch  capture  in  tho  Stono  River. 

Shehx)N. 
(yolonel  Sta<ikk. 


Abitraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  8eneoa,  Lieatenant-Commander  Oibson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding. 

Ft'hniary  /,  1863. — In  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.  At  7:35  a.  m. 
McAllister  opened  fire  on  the  Mrmtavk  yfith  a  broadside.  At  7:36 
a.  ni.  the  Mtmtauk  returned  lire.  At  7:42  a.  m.  AV'^idca  opened  fire. 
About  this  time  the  other  vessels  opened  fire  on  the  battery.  At  8:41 
a.  ni.  th(^  enemy's  shots  falling  short  of  us.  At  10:45  a.  m.  mortar 
slu»ll  (^xpUnled  over  us,  strikmg  the  vessel.  Expended  during  the 
action  44  rifle  shell,  40  20-second  Xl-inch  shell,  19  25-second  Xl-inch 
shell. 


Abstract   log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  WUsahlckon,  Lieatenant-Commander   Davii,  U.   8.  Hayy, 

eommanding. 

K'f^nuny  h  1S6S, — Fi'om  4  to  8  a.  m.  hazy  weather  and  calm.     At 
7  a.  m.  the  ironclad  MonUmk  got  underway  followed  l)y  the  Seneca^ 


thiH  vessel,  and  ^^tiiihoat  Dftwn^  with  the  mortiir  j^chooiier  V.  I\  1(7/- 
UamH  ill  tow,  and  proceeded  up  the  river*  At  8  a.  ni,  came  to  anchor 
in  3i  fathoiiis  wttt4?r,  distance  from  Genesis  Point  battery  H  miles* 
Theruiometi?r  56.  From  M  to  ineridiaii:  Lit^ht  wind  from  S.  W.  and 
pleasant  weather.  At  8 -.'20  the  Mfmftujk  opened  fire  on  tlie  hattery, 
foltow^^d  hv  the  iS^turtr,  tlris  vessel.  Dawn,  and  mortar  schooner  (\  }*, 
W/lh'auts.  (V>n tinned  tiring  nt  short  intervals  during  the  wateh* 
Meridian  to  4  p,  ni:  Light  winds  from  the  S.  W.  and  plejisant  weather. 
At  12: HI)  n,  ni.  the  vessels  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  the  river. 
Amiminition  expended:  Xl-inch,  70  snell;  20-pounder,  5()  shell.  At 
3  p.  in-  the  steamer  Geonje  Mm/ihu/foH  left  for  Fort  RoyuL  At  5:10 
took  on  hoard  t^vo  deserters  from  0>ffee  Blutf;  put  thi^m  on  the  Mofi- 
t4ink.     At  6:  55  anchored  in  Vernon  Kiver  hclow  Hell  (lute. 


Abitraet  log  of  the  U.  fi.  Bchooner  C.  F.  Williami,  Acting  MaBtor  Freeman.  U.  S.  Kavy, 

Ffj^fttfitr^  /,  iSfjJ.-Xi  1  a.  m.  were  taken  in  tow  In  the  Daw  ft  and 
placed  in  iK>sition  for  bomtmrdin^  Fort  McAllistver.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
opened  tire  from  the  mortar,  trom  8  to  12  meridian:  Continued 
firing  these  four  hours.  At  ti  p.  m.  eea'^ed  tiring  and  were  towed  to 
our  former  anchorage.  Delivered  all  the  Xl-inch  shell  received  yes- 
terday to  the  Seneca.  Disch arched  30  mortar  shell.  At  5  p,  m.  were 
taken  in  tow  by  the  Dawn  ana  proceeded  to  Ossalwiw  Sonnd.  where 
we  anchored  ,it  5:20  p.  m. 


Confederate  reports  published  in  Savannah  Bepnblican,  February  2,  1869. 
Fir  lit  (lurpatrh. 

Way's  Station,  [Ga,],  J^J/rffurt/  1^-10  a,  nt, 
A  Yankee  ironelad  is  anehored  a^jout  200  yards  from  the  ohstruc- 
tions.  Four  other  gunhoats  and  one  mortar  Iwat  are  tif>p<>site  to  and 
2  miles  from  the  battery  [(ienests  Point,  Fort  McAllister].  Tlie  tiring 
is  very  mpid.  Major  (xallie  ha.s  just  been  killed,  and  many  «>f  the 
men  buried  in  the  sand.  Our  parapet  in  front  of  the  8-ineh  trim  i« 
entirely  demolished,  thouirii  the  detaehment^  are  still  at  thi'ir  ^uns. 
One  of  our  32-poimders  is  disabled;  wheel  broken*  Wp  will  hold  the 
hattery  to  the  last  extremity  and  hlow  her  up  before  we  wull  surren- 
der.    The  attaek  is  severe j  but  the  men  are  in  tine  spirits, 

Brigiidier-General  Mehceh. 

Second  dispaich. 


^:oo  A,  M. 

The  fog  deceived  us  as  to  the  distaiiee.     Instead  of  being  S^'mi  yards 
from   the  obstructions  the   ironelad  is  betw^een  a  (piarter  and  a  half 


R.  H.  Anderson, 

CoUm  ti^  Vauim  andin  g  ♦ 


J 
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Third  dinpairh. 


9:ao  A.  M. 

The  ironrlad  has  been  striiok  sovoml  times,  and  is  .slowly  falliB 
down  the  river,  though  she  is  still  ^vithin  a  thousand  jarcfs  of  t 
battery. 

is  in  tine 


The  Imttery  hiLs  received  no  further  damat^e.     Th 
«pirit.s;  every thint;  workinjir  heautifully.     Two 


have  heen  slightly  wounded 


irnson 
more  mea. 


FuHrih  di^jHftrh, 

1   l\   M. 

The  ^mrrison,  after  a  must  t^alhint  and  determined  resistance,  have 
driveti  off  the  enemy.     The  l^ehavioj'  of  officer's  and  nien  was  noble 
The  damage  to  tlu*  works  can  l^>e  rejwiired  in  af*out  two  houns. 

Our  loss  is:  Major  (iallii*  kille^l,  and  srvt^nd  privat»*s  woundcni,  i 
seriously. 

K.  H,  A., 


Way's  SrATtov,  F*'hrmtTij 
Th*^  Federal  fleet  have  retired.     The  ironelad  was  injured.      Seven 

lUiMi   were  sliirhtly   wounded,     llepublieari   Blues:    John   Gray,  John 

Mahon,  William  Barl>i>n    Emmott  KitJes:  Peter  Bnuly,  John*  Dillun. 
iiray  and  Brady  have  arrived  at  Way's  St^ition.     Major  (iuHie\s  bodv 

will  be  sent  up  to-night.     He  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  i\w\*  and  thei 

struck  in  tlie  Innul  Ijy  u  sh(4h 


[Tele^mm,] 


A 


("HARLESTfiN,    Ftlfi'Wiry  J,    JSf^} 

Genenil  Mercer  reports  s^erious  attiu-k  with  ironclad  turret  on  liat- 
terj'  |at]  Genesis  Pouit,  (Veechr'e  River,  Maj<U"  (iallie,  commander, 
killed,  and  3*2-pounder  disabbd.     (iarrison  in  good  spirits. 

10:45  a.  m.— ^Indications  of  attack  on  Thunderbolt  batteiy;  also  mus- 
ketry heard  from  pickets;  also  reports  Oenenil  Hunter  in  command  at 
l*ort  Royal,  arjd  hi^  intention  to  attack  Savannah  as  weakest  point 
(lenenil  Mercer  would  he  mat(*rially  ajsssisted  at  such  jiinc^ture  bv  an 
otfii'er  like  Henry  C  Wayne.  Can  he  not  f)e  made  brigadier  and 
ordered  there  by  telegraphs  The  subtrartion  of  over  2,0<>0  of  Gen- 
eral Mercer's  inl'autry,  now  at  \\'ihnington,  may  juove  mischievous. 

\i.  T.   BKAUitEOARD. 

General  .S.  Cooper, 

Adjutmit  and  innpeei^jr-Ge^Ufntl, 


lleport  of  Major  Bryam,  C.  8.  Army,  Astiitant  luipector-Oeneral, 


.Savannah,  luhrmiry  7,  M 
General:  1  visited  Genesis  Point  this  morning  just  after  the 
too  late  to  grt  a  view  of  the  ironclad,  which  c^nie  much  nearer,  perl 
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within  61M)  yunis,  but  uunv  liki'lv  uhKjyt  T(NK     She  wa^*  afmid  of  our 
tiro,  however,  mid  fell  luiek  so(tio  tiistatire, 

I  enclose  rough  .sketches  of  this  steuiuer  as  she  api^ared  to  three 
parties,  and  two  rough  plains  of  the  position  of  enemy '^  tleet  during 
engagement. 

The  ironclad  seems  to  have  fired  principally  XV -inch  shell,  one  of 
whicli  went  directly  thi'ough  the  ininqiet  (17  tect  thick)  in  fi-ont  of  a 
82-pounder  on  t!ie  left*  At  this  point  the  pani|x»t  was  mostly  Uiiilt  of 
marsh  uuid,  which  I  infer  can  not  olfer  sutiicient  resistance  in  theao 
missiles.  Two  shells  seem  to  have  struck  near  the  same  point  on  the 
panipet  (made  of  sand)  in  frojitof  the  columhiad,  and  toreawayjiSjout 
a  third  of  it,  covering  sevend  men  with  sand;  one  or  two  were  dug  out. 
The  resisting  power  of  saud  is  vei y  great,  and*  after  thick  iri>ii,  it 
makes  probal>ly  the  protection  most  desirable.  So  far  as  demolLshiug 
earthwork  goes,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  XV-int^h  shell  a  |mrtial 
failure.  L think  n  concentrated  iire  of  smaller  guns  would  have  l>eeu 
Mjore  dej<tnn"tive  to  ns.  Had  they  burst  better,  however,  the  I'esult 
might  have  been  difl'erent.  (  aptnin  (leorge  W.  Anderson,  the  otficer 
next  in  rank  to  Major  Gallie,  has  proved  himself  a  bnive  and  good 
young  srddier,  but  I  think  Captain  Alfred  L.  Ilartridge,  i'onipany  B^ 
First  Georgia  Sharpshooters,  who  coninuLntled  Genesis  Point  last  sum- 
nnuv  is  the  man  best  (jualitied  to  succeed  Major  Gallic.  1  will  send 
you  by  express  a  luniss  fuze  plug  from  the  XVd'nch  shell. 
1  am,  with  regsird,  y<*nr  most  obedient  seT-vant, 

Mknky  Bryan. 

Gemnnd  Thomas  JoaoAN. 

[RllrluAlirv.J 

GKNK81S  Point,  Fehnuirtj  i,  lS63—l:J0p,  rt*. 

Fight  histed  five  hcnirs,  ending  i^t'Ah.  Major  Gall ie\s  brains  bicjwu 
out;  nobody  wounded,  and  7  injured  liy  concussion.  One  tS*i  had  trun- 
nion knocked  ott;  parajX't  torn  up  in  al>out  live  places;  in  front  of 
columljiad;  it  was  partly  deiuolishea.  Enemy's  ironclad  struck  at  lea,st 
a  d(>zen  times,  perhaps  two  dozen,  and  has  gone  back  out  of  sight, 
f^he  came  within  1,<HMJ  yards  of  our  battery,  probably  T(MK  ( Vilonel 
It,  IL  Anderson  and  garrisr»n  have  acted  ntddy. 

Hknrv  Bhvan, 


¥ 


k 


Eeport  of  Colonel  Ajiderson*  C.  B,  Army,  oonimaBdiiig  foroei  on  tke  Ogeechee  River. 
HEArxjUAKTERS  C.   S.    FoRCKS,  OliEECirEE  UlVKK, 

Fort  Mi-Allw(et\  Ga,,  Fehmmy  ^\  ISOS. 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor,  very  respec^tfidly,  to  subniit  to  the 
brigadier-genenil  couunanding  the  followintj  repi^rt  ui  the  engageuicnt 
of  this  battery  with  the  abolition  fleet,  whicn  tm)k  place  yesterdiiy,  the 
1st  instant: 

At  7:  45  a.  in»  the  battery  was  attacked  by  one  ironclad  of  the  moni- 
tor order,  whose  armament  was  one  X\*-iuch  and  one  XI -inch  gun, 
three  gunboats  (w<x>den),  and  oni»  mortar  Ixwit.     Before  the  enemy's 
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^  I 
laf  fte  Flni  naUiOiiig  (ieangm 
wmkimMwmfm     Hb  i%lil  rHiad  mimit  a  < 

«f  aai  wmiL  of  Um  lallerjr.  A«  sooa  a.*^  I  w^ 
M  MHaHiMM  Iheairt 
right  iuri^  Mid  IIhI  fib  ialMticm  WW  r^fi^^ 
lioM,  I  onkral  kini  to  dwloy  hb  UttaJioo  os  k»  riefcft  Ar  oA 
«rUcll  onobbd  Dtin  to  ootrr  ike  laak  cif  mtt  wirwr  §m 
Mm  ikmrfthot^etn^  who  bod  cmcjcHf  t  com,  o^  w« 
I  Uie  eoentjr  t^frribl y  bod  he  Meneded  in  {mim^  tfar  < 
MbitioV  lifbl  Itttten  I  hdd  in  merr^  al  Hardvii^  wUfkn 
obout  H  miltm  m  n^r  of  the  boUery.  Cmpinui  MeAllL4€-r  ?^  tiwp  I 
oliobrM  in  rmdiofsMH  nbcmt  n  mile  in  rear  of  tho  fanlterr.  Tbe  vmt>  riAf 
«vw  of  the  CfaUlm  AntUerj,  mader  LiPttteMMt  Hi^liilrifcpod,  I  W 
fil^sod  in  piUoo  m eommoodiof^  bluff  on  tho  lirer, nbaaim  mulmm  lotf 
0l  thr  Imttirnr,  tha  two  gim^  of  the  C\  &  &  Jfafflmnmh^  um^er  the 
oommood  of  Oftptnifi  Baker,  I  al«o  ordered  pbcod  oa  ffirhmnod  BfaiC, 
mbooi  7  ttiilrvt  in  rt-mr  of  tbe  IjaUery.  The «leoaaer  ffiiifffi—lM ,  acoofd- 
ififf  to  vour  directioOf  wa^  loovecf  to  a  suiUble  paioi  im  tlm  rtv<»r  ud 
in  r^inean  to  be  Mudr  had  tmomeiij  required  it. 

At  7;  45  a,  m.  the  tKim^mrdjneot  oointiieQced.  Our  hatter>  opened 
irefinit,  but  not  until  thf-  ironctad  had  approaehed  and  taken  a  pci^i 
don  nortb  of  and  witbin  h<M>  or  IJHH)  ytkida  oi  the  liatterj.  Tbeix 
ifoodeo  boatii  ky  a^iout  2  mile^  from  and  to  the  east  of  the  fort»  The 
enemy  fired  ateadily  and  with  remarkable  precb<ion.  At  Cimea  thetr 
fire  W1U  terrible.  Their  mortar  firing  wvlh  unusually  fine,  a  hur^ge  eoni- 
\K*r  of  their  Hhetb^  bur^tin^  direetly  over  the  bntter\\  The  irondbfr^ 
fire  HtiM  prim'i[jtilly  rlireeted  at  the  Vlll-incb  columbiad^  and  mt  about 
8;  15  u%Tl<M'k  the  ptimpet  in  front  of  this  g^un  was  so  badly  hrea#*hH  a* 
to  leave  the  gun  entirely  exposed.  The  aetaehment  did  not  I 
gun  or  evinre  the  ftlighte.st  fear,  hut  in  a  moat  gnllant  and  ih 
manner  fought  their  gun  to  the  close  of  the  aetlon,  refiwin^  ' 
reliev«'d.  Tiie  niinie  of  the  brave  officer  who  oomuianded  thii<  uuj.  . 
Firnt  Lieutenant  W.  1>.  Dixon,  of  the  Republican  Blue^j,  Company  i\ 
Fii-^t  (leorgia  V^olunteer  Regiment  At  8:30  a.  ni.  one  of  the' 35- 
[KHinder.H  wan  dinabled,  one  of  the  trunnions  IxMng  knocked  off.  Tb*' 
**mue  hhot  uIho  killed  Major  John  B.  Gallie  [Twenty-seeoiid  BattalioDt 
(iiHirtfia  Artillery  K  *he  gullant  eommander  of  the  battery.  Prior  to 
thiH  he  Imd  lR*eri  wourim*d  in  the  face  hy  a  fragment  of  shell,  but 
refuM^d  to  t>e  relieved,  and  continued,  notwithstanding  his  suffering, 
inspiring  thi*  inerj  with  his  own  galhint  and  nncon<[uenihle  spirit  up  to 
tht^  titne  lie  was  killed.  Thiw  jK^risbed  nolity  a  hruve,  good,  and  gnl- 
lunt  HO  Idler.  Captain  (i.  W.  Anderscjn,  jr.,  upon  Major  GaUieV 
death,  sitcceedcd  U}  the  command  of  the  batterv,  and  displayed  durin*: 
the  whole  action  the  utmost  ctMjlness  and  gallantry,  as  did  C-aptain 
[Flobert]  Martin,  commanding  the  X-inclj  niurtar.  Captain  (i.  A- 
Nicoll,  |(V»nipHny  F/Twentv-second  Batt^ilion.  (leor^ia  Artillery],  and 
eacvh  arul  every  ntlicer  of  tfie  tMitkMV-  The  whole  tire  of  our  \k:' 
was  rr^ncentrated  uj>f*n  the  iron*  lad,  which  we  struck  at  leiu^t  eig^t 
times,  and,  I  think,  damaged.  At  12:  \I*  p.  in.  she  ceased  tiring  iim 
diupiM^d  down  thi^  stre^am  out  t>f  reach  of  uiir  gmis.  1  think  she  wjl- 
damaged,  for  the  reason  that  just  before  backing  down  the  stream  we 
could  hear  tljem  hammering  on  the  turret,  which  ceased  to  revolve: 
neitluT  did  she  again  retnrn  our  tire,  which  at  tliis  junehire  was  v*cr>' 
8evere 
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I  have  cnt<^rod  int^>  partirularH  for  the  retu^on  that  this  attack  waw 
one  tjf  no  urdinarv  fharactor,  n^  will  bi*  readily  admitted  when  the 
chiHi>  of  the  eneiirv\s  ve.s.sels  and  their  siiporiur  armament  are  tiiken  into 
cons^ide ration,  as  well  as  the  elo.se  proximitv  of  the  ironclad  Ui  the 
battery.  I  think  that  the  bi-ave  and  heroic  garrison  of  Fort  McAllister 
have,  aft-er  a  most  sever*^  and  tryin^^  tight,  demonstnit*^,d  to  the  world 
that  vietory  does  not>  as  a  matter  of  eoui*se,  always  pt^reh  itself  on  the 
flag  of  an  ironclad  when  opposed  even  to  an  ordinary  earthwork 
manned  by  stont  and  gallant  hearts.  In  commemoration  of  this  gal- 
lant action  1  i-espectfully  recomiriend  that  the  garrison  be  allowed  to 
have  "'Fort  McAllister-*  inscribed  on  their  standard.  I  heg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  uf  the  brigadier-general  commanding  particnlarlv 
to  my  adnttant.  First  Lieutenant  Robert  Wayne,  who  in  the  most  gal- 
lant and  hei'oic  manner  bore  all  of  mv  orders  in  the  battery  during  the 
whole  at^tion.  Fie  was  as  much,  if  not  more,  exposed  than  anyone 
during  theactioru  and  hiH  conduct  won  the  admiration  of  alL  I  would 
also  express  my  indebtedness  to  Captain  McAllister,  who  hy  his  gal- 
lantry, energy,  and  stddier  like  appreciation  of  what  I  required  of  him, 
did  much  to  facilitate  my  arrangements  for  tlie  drfense  of  the  riven 

Our  total  list  of  casualties  are  S — Majtu"  (lallie  killed  and  7  privates 
wounded,  none  of  them  severely. 

The  damage  to  the  work  has  already  Ijeen  repaired.  All  that  remains 
to  be  done  is  to  mount  another  gun  in  the  place  of  the  32-{j<Hinder  dis- 
aided.  This  we  will  do  as  soon  as  the  one  you  have  ordered  to  l>o 
brought  here  from  Savannah  arrives. 

Enclosed  yon  will  please  tind  the  report  of  Captain  <i.  W,  Ander- 
son,, jr.,  the  immediate  t  ommander  of  tlio  Imttery,  iis  well  as  that  of 
Captain  HxilM'rt  Martin,  commanding  the  X-inch  mortar, 
I  iuu,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Andeilson, 

( hlmt t/,  i o?n mandififj. 

Captain  (teorge  A.  Mercek, 

AmiMard  Adjuhint-  Otrneral^  District  uf  Geon/ta^  Samiiuuifu 

HiHjBfi,  Deft.  South  Carolina,  GEOtttuA,  and  Florida, 

Respectfully  forwarded  ftjr  the  inforinatlorj  of  the  War  department. 
The  results  relateil  witiiin  of  the  obstinate  attack  by  an  ironclad  of  the 
monitor  class  on  our  l>attery  at  (letiesis  Point  are  imjjortant  and 
enconraging.  The  armament  of  the  battery  in  question  unffulunately 
wiis  not  heavy  nor  such  as  T  should  have  placed  at  thai  point  had  the 
proper  guns  been  at  my  disposition.  (Sec  my  report  of  XovemU*r  I, 
1862.)  It  eonsistcd  of  but  one  Vlll-inch  coluiitbiad,  *mt*  42-|X)imder, 
tive  vi2-p(JUiHlers,  and  one  X-inch  mortur.  which  has  lK?en  |>Iaced  there 
recently.  But,  thanks  to  the  intrepidity  of  the  garrison  and  support- 
ing force  of  othci-rs  and  men,  the  Imttery  withstood  the  formioable 
att^ick  and  the  enemy  was  beaten  Imtrk.  1  heg  to  commend  to  the 
notice  of  the  President  the  names  of  all  mentit^ncd  in  the^se  ptipers. 

G.  T.  Beauregaud, 

Gefwnil^  Cfmwiafi din  (/, 
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Beport  of  Oeneral  B«aa.re^ard,  C.  S,  Armj,  commanding  Depmrtmeat  of  Soiitli  Carolin* 

Georgia,  aad  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Febrimnj ;?,  186S. 
Gonenil  II.  W.  Mercer  reports  quite  ii  success  at  Genesis  Point  yes^ 
tcrday  ufter  Hve  hours'  tiring  from  one  nionitor,  four  guiilxmis^  and 
one  niortur  hoiit.  Monitor  came  to  HO*  yards  of  buttery,  principally 
one  riHed  32-i)oundcr  and  one  Vlll-incii  coluinhiitd;  wan  compelled 
to  retire*  apparently  crippled*  We  lost  1  officer  killed  and  4  men 
wounded,  and  one  gun  disabled.  Another  nnmitor  neen  neur  Thunder- 
bolt Imttery,  on  Vernon  River;  tired  once  and  retired. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Geneml  8.  l*^oopEii, 

AdjtfUmf  and  Impt^tifr  Gefi^frttL 


General  Order  of  Geaoral  Beaaregard.  C.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders, 


Hi>QR8,  Department  of 


V  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 
No,  23.  )  e/iarleiston,  S,  a,  F^^nmn/  €,  ISO  J, 

Th**  ctmunandiny:  general  announcCH  to  tlie  forcef*  with  satisfaction 
and  pride  the  results  of  the  recent  encounter  of  our  liattery  at  Genesis 
Point,  (ieorgia,  with  an  ironclad  of  the  nn>nitor  class;  results  nn ly 
alloyed  by  {\\v  lifeblood  of  the  gallant  conmuinder,  the  late  Major 
John  B.  Gallic* 

For  hours  the  most  formidable  vessel  of  her  class  hurled  missiles  of 
the  heaviest  *^uliber  ever  usetl  in  modern  warfare  at  the  weak  pampet 
of  the  battery,  which  was  almost  demolished;  but,  stitndin^  at  their 
guns,  as  be<'anu'  men  fighting  for  homi^s,  for  lionor,  and  for  mdepend- 
i*ncc,  tln'  garrison  replied  with  su/h  e^fet^t  as  to  crijjple  and  beat  back 
their  adversary,  clad  though  in  impenetrable  armor  and  armed  with 
XV^  and  XI  inch  guns,  sup|)orted  by  mortar  lioats  whose  practice  was 
of  uncounnon  yuuM'ision, 

The  thanks  id'  the  country  are  due  t<»  this  intrepid  garrison,  who 
have  thus  shown   what   brave  men    may   withstand   and   accomplish, 

jc  inscrifjcd  on  the  Hags  of  all  the  troops 
lattery. 
y  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

'rUO>L\S    rloRDAN, 


despite  apjnirent  odds, 

^^Fort  McAllister''  will 

engaged  \\\  the  defense  of  the  battery 
g  - 


loint  retoltttion  of  tlianlEi  to  tha  offlcen  and  soldiers  engaged  in  tho  defeBse  of  Fort 

HcAUitter,  Oa. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confedemte  States  of  America  do  resolve,  That 
the  thatiks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereliy,  tendered  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  defense  of  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  on  the 
1st  of  February  and  M  of  March  last,  for  the  gallantry  and  endurance 
with  which  they  successfully  resisted  the  attacks  of  the  ironclad  ve^saels 
af  the  enemy. 
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I 


Iii»Hoh'fdftirtlift\  Thut  the  foregoiiitr  roHohitions  he  cornjuiiiiimtcd 
by  the  SeiTetiiry  of  War  to  liie  general  ronimitndiiijjf  thi^  Depiirtnieut 
of  Sciiith  CVironiui,  (teortrin^  and  Florida,  and  by  him  b<^  niane  knowTi 
ill  appropriutf  t^fiienil  ordor-^  to  tho  oHiihts  and  troop?^  to  whiJiH  thfy 
arc  aadn^^Mod. 

Approved  May  1.  lHt>3, 


Paul  Jfmes^  rttjardhuj  a  reamnoUsam'^  hi  St  John\  Rhtt\  rlondu. 

U.  S.  GtjKBOAT  Paul  Jones, 
*sy,  Shmni^tt,  Ou.^  Fcbrumy  L  1868, 

Sik:  Aft*^r  toui'hiojf  hen*  1  proceedod,  in  obedioiice  to  your  ordoi*8, 
to  St.  pfohns,  where  1  arrived  on  the  afttTiiouti  nf  the  27tli  instant. 

On  the  l29th  instant  (  made  a  reeonooi.ssanre  up  the  St.  John's  Kiver 
as  tar  as  .laeksonville,  finding  everything  ipiiet  and  satisfaetiiry,  I 
returned  to  the  anehorag-eat  St.  John\K  the  same  afternoon,  and  m\  the 
next  day  left  for  thin  pla(*e,  touching  at  Ferniindinaon  my  way  f*»r  the 

fmrposeof  landing  tlinM*  white  persons  who  had  .suteeeded  in  escaping 
roni  the  enemy  and  had  taken  refuge  under  our  flag. 
The  (juantity  of  eoal  on  hand  at  this  point  is  but  50  tuns. 
I  respi^ctfully  request  a  supply. 

I  lia\'e  the  lionur  to  lie,  sir,  very  i^CvSpeetfully,  y on r  obedient  servant, 

(*hauij:s  Steedman, 

Comfnand4ff\ 
Krar-Admind  S.  F.  Du  Punt. 

VomnHindnty  Stttff/i  Af^tfntfr  Jiit*rkitdni<j  Sf/fUtt/mH, 


Chftrh'»ton^  fiJT  a  retminoimance  in  Stwto  Aiver^  Sauth  Candimt, 

F1.AOHHIF  Wababh, 

*Sih:  I  am  .sending  the  O^finfttHh^rt:  M*'Dfmomjh  and  Ilttron  to  make 
a  reeonnoissarH-e  in  Stono. 

Yon  will  plea.se  order  the  fHtttint  to  enter  Stono  with  th*'  (hftuito- 
d**rt'  Mcf^ifthiiHjh^  Xho  Iltff'fffi^  or,  in  hf*r  plat^e,  the  f^ntfdtHit,     J  desire 
to  remain  outside  to  give  support  if  neressary. 
Respectfully,  ete,. 

S.  F,  Dl  Pont, 

Rtur-AdmlrftL 

SeKIOH    OhFriKH    PkESKNT    i>FF    t'lTAKLKKTt»N\ 


Rijp*tft  iff  i'umitiandrr  Affttntji^  l\    >S\   y^tttuj^  amrtntmdlntj  f\    S.    S, 
J^it4tj)Haj,  of  the  tirrtrtil  uf  fhnf  reufkl  tit  B^'anfort^  ^,  (I 

lRONtl.Al>    PaTAFSGO, 

Remtfort,  K.  <!,  F*hrn(try2.  fSCi. 
Sir:  I  have  the  hf>nor  to  report  the  arriv^al  of  this  ves^sel  in  good 
^condition   after  a  jms^age  of  forty-eight  hours. 
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The  weatlier  was  for  the  most  part  lino,  hut  beftJiv  | jotting  in  had 
assumed  a  throati'iiinif  appearance.  I 

1  hope  Ui  sail  this  evening.  " 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re.spwtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl,  Ammkn, 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  thi  N^iyy, 


Rept/rt  of  Lieuteimni'  thimaafider  ^aackenhiish^  I  J.  S,  Nary^  /^fvVi'n^l 

t%e  me  of  the  Drummond  light  for  M^?ckadinff  ptirpmes, 

IT,  8,  Steam  Gunboat  Unadu^la, 

OJf  Ohurkston,  X  C.^  Fdmrnry  2,  imt 
Sir:  1  rcaspcctfiilly  suggest  the  use  of  the   Druuiniond  lierht  for 
bkx'kading  purpiKses.     By  means  of  this  light,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
no  vessel  could  f^seap<-"  tJut  of.  or  gain  admittiince  into,  a  port  withoutl 
being  detected. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\"ant, 

S.  P.  Quackenbush, 

LIrutenant-  Commit  ml^T, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Seei^etary  of  f/tr  Xt/t  ■  // ,  I  Hav h  huj  fan,  I>.  iL 


Letter  frohi  fhv   Km  tart/  of  tha   Namj  to  Ht ar- Atltnlrai  Zhi 

L\  S.  Nat^^y  f  ran  ft/ft  Itdnti  cfaimdur  infor/mitifm  reijardhuj  the  €ipem^\ 
tlans  ofbltjtkade  runmT^, 

Navy  Department.  FSrnary  S^  286^. 
Sik:  I  transmit  herewith  extiTiets  from  eonsular  dispatches  recoiveil 
at  the  Department  of  State  in  I'eferenee  to  ves.sels  susi>et*ted  of  dei5iign9 
to  run  tlie  blockade. 

I  am,  resi>ect.fully,  your  ohedii-nt  servaiit, 

Gii>EON  Welles, 

Seerct^iry  of  th^  JVavt^, 
Rear-Admiml  8am -l  F*  Du  Pont, 
Gnmig.  South  Atfmitlc  BlorJcadhHj  Sfiaadnnu  Port  Rot/nl^  S*  f. 

IKiii'VwtirL',] 
K^rlra*iJffrom  rmtnidtir  a$MfHiirheit. 

From  Liverpool,  January  i*,  I8fi3:  Rt^frrring  Uj  a  report  that  JoBBl 
Fniser  *Sc.  V<K  had  jjresentrd  a  splendid  war  ste^vmer  to  the  Oonfoder*  ' 
aty,  ht*  says: 

Mr.  Moniu,  a'^sistjirvt  Ke<^rpfiiry  of  Iej;ation  (atLfimlon)  writer  mv.  that  an  armed 
steamer  U  t-i>  l**a\i/  LuuriKuil  t'»nfirrow  with  important illH|*ak:heH  fhiui  Comimi^iore  J 
Maury  (wlm  y  .still  in  England),  Ma^on,  and  Slidell,     A  man  hy  the  iiaine  of  Hof>«  j 
is  the  t>earer  of  these  diHpatche>'<  and  will  ^o  out  on  the  steamer* 

Liverpool,  Jumuiry  U\,  ISO^i:  The  steumer  Ptf  has  just  cleared  sindj 
will  go  ii)  sea  this  day*      1  presume  Mr.  Ilupe,  the  bearer  of  disjxitehes^  i 
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will  go  out  ill  lu'1%  l>ut  do  not  know.  The  steamer  Bttn^lu*  inx^  gone 
to-duv  on  a  triul  trip.  The  leading  men  from  the  hoiU5»e  of  Fraser, 
TiTnifiohii  &  Co.,  ana  all  otiier  secession  houses  have  gone  out  on  her. 
It  will  not  be  very  many  days  before  she  leaves  for  the  South*  Hope 
may  possibly  go  in  her. 

London,  January  10,  1803;  The  screw  steamer  iTfiHom,  loaded  here 
bv  Messrs.  Spise  «fc  Hay  ward,  left  the  Victoria  Dock,  London,  on 
1  uesda}^  evenino^,  and  went  20  miles  down  the  river  on  Wednesday, 
where  slie  took  m  at  least  60  tons  of  powder  and  proi-eeded  on  her  voy- 
age this  morning.  She  is  entered  for  Ntissau,  and  has,  as  I  before 
reported,  ne^irly  30,tX>0  stand  of  arms,  saltpeter,  army  cloths,  etc.,  on 
board,  *  *  *  1  learned  this  day  that  she  has  about  60  casks  of 
ship  bread  on  board,  with  the  Government  mark,  the  broad  arrow, 
stamped  on  them,  and  had  while  taking  in  her  powder  a  navul  trans- 
poil  flag  tlying.  She  thinks  she  has  a  right  to  wear  this  flag  on 
account  of  having  a  few  casks  of  Government  stores  on  board,  proba- 
bly obtained  a.s  freight  out  to  give  her  protection.  In  reference  to  this 
I  shall  make  further  enquiry.  Up  to  this  time,  4  oVlock,  the  only 
portion  of  the  Ilrrianis  cargo  that  has  been  entered  at  the  custom' 
house,  although  she  has  gone  to  sea,  is  1,512  cases,  3,012,rj00  cart- 
ridges, and  *^, 000, 000  percussion  capst. 

The  I\fir/ii/ff\vent  to  sea  yesterday.  I  herewith  forward  an  invoice 
of  her  cargo,  also  an  invoice  and  description  of  the  SttrliftgsMre^  a 
mailing  bark  in  the  Confederate  service.  From  all  I  c^n  learn  the  two 
steamers  may  attempt  to  get  into  Charleston.  They  are  new,  or  nearly 
80,  and  would  make  good  tmnsport  ships. 

*  *  *  invoiced  are  shoes  ♦  ♦  *  harness,  some  200  bales  of 
blankets,  haberdashery,  cloths,  prints,  medicines,  and  various  articles 
of  merchandise. 


Lei^  of  Assistant  BouteUe^  U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  emnmanding  U.  S, 
Coast-Survey  steamer  Bibb^  to  Major- General  Foster,  U,  S^  Army, 
regarding  the  rescue  of  the  steamer  Piioi  Boy. 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 

Port  Royal  l/arhf^',  S.  C,  February  3,  1S6S. 
General:  As  this  vessel  was  at  ancho^-  off  Georgetown  Bar  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  the  stem- wheel  steamer  Unlfm  came  within  haU  and 
an  officer  of  your  sUitf  reported  that  the  stean»er  Pilot  Boy,  attat^hed 
to  your  conmiand,  had  burst  her  boilers  and  was  at  anchor  about  20 
miles  northeast  from  us. 

I  got  underway  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  of  Sunday  and  went  in  search  of 
im  Pik4  Bi*y;  found  her  about  midnight  and  have  towed  herb-re 
anchoring  her  otf  the  wharf  at  Hilton  Head.  '     ' 

Yours,  respectfidly, 

Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 
Assistant,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  Comd^.  K  S,  S.  BM, 

ilajor-General  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Cammam/mfj  ISth  Army  Oarpa,  Hiltmi  Head,  S.  a 
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Ordei'  ftf  Commander  Steedumn^  IT,  S.  Namj^  to  Actltuj  Master  Kli 

U,  t^.  Naiyy,,  for  the  arreM  of  Mr.  Stockiodl^  reported'  to  heme  gi 

infortnaiiofi  to  Confederates. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jont», 
St,  Sirnoti's^  6a.,  Februmy  S^  18B3, 

Sir;  I  have  learned  frooi  what  I  consider  a  reliable  source  that  Mr, 
Stoekwell  has,  within  the  la^st  month,  visited  Colonel  Clinch,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Confederates  at  Dranesville  fWayneHvillo?],  and  hius  fur- 
nished him  with  the  information  that  you  have  been  in  the  babit^  on 
stated  davs,  of  sendini^  liunting  parties  on  Cumberland  Island^  ani 
haH  ti)ld  hiui  how  easy  it  wouIcT  be  for  the  C^infederates  to  .surpris 
and  eapture  them.     Vou  will,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of  this  oi-derj 
arrest  Mr.  Stockwell,  and  hold  him  a  prisoner  on  board  of  the  Mid- 
nifjht  until  further  orders,  and  I  wish  also  that  you  will  have  destroyed      _ 
every  boat  and  eanoe  3^ou  can  tiod  in  your  neighlxirhood.  ^H 

1  take  this  oceasion  to  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  being  verj^H 

vigilant  and  extremely  cautious  in  permitting  either  officers  or  meu  to      ■ 

land  on  the  island  or  )>e  from  under  cover  of  your  guns. 

1  am,  sir,  very  reapcetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUARLES  StEEDMAX, 

Commander^  U.  S.  iVbuy. 
Acting  Master  N.  Kirbt, 

Commanding  IL  S*  Bark  Midnight, 


Letter  from  Bear'Admirnl  Pu  Pont^  U,  S.  Nmy^  to  Mmor^Qe 
Hunter^  U.  S,  Army,  regarding  ths  use  of  tks  amvy  caae  of  4  * 
oil  the  United  States  irojielads. 

FLAGSHir  ^V^BASH, 

Fhrt  Rogtd  Ilarlmr,  S,  C,  Fehruary  4,  IS6S. 
General:  Among  the  defects  in  matters  of  detail  on  the  ironclads 
is  the  absence  of  all  means  of  making  the  navy  signals,  so  that  no 
orders  can  be  transmitted  nor  information  received  by  this  mode  of 
communiaition.  It  has  l>een  suggested  to  me,  however,  that  the  army 
code,  w4iich  we  have  on  various  occasions  found  so  useful,  might  be 
employed  at  times  on  these  vessels  from  the  side  not  engaged  or 
exposed  at  the  moment. 

In  order  to  effect  this,  1  propose,  if  agreeable  to  you,  that  sevend^J 
of  the  vomig  olReers  of  the  squadron  shoiOd  be  instructed  in  the  codo^^l 
and  will  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  issue  the  necessary  orders,  with^^ 
such  restrictions  as  may  be  required* 

I  learn  the  code  now  foiTns  part  of  the  instruction  at  the  Naval 
Academy. 

Respectfully,  etc.  ^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Redr-Admirah 
Major-Gcneral  D.  Hunteb, 

Cmmnandimg  Bepartmmit  of  the  Souths  HU^n  Head, 
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frmn  Mr,   Tmnier^  to  tfie  Seeretanj  of  tfw  Nany^  (ransmittm^ 
intercepted  letter  fmm  NmsaiH.,  Neiv  Pnmidence. 

Wak  Deparmment, 

Washirngton  City^  J^f^rnary  4^  1'^^^'^- 
Sik:  J   have  the  honor  to  encloi^e  you  an  itit*?rcepted  letter  dated 

Nasi^au^  [New  Providoiice],  ll^th  ultimo,  disclosing  niatt-ers  thai  may  be 

uneful  for  your  Departiuent. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  o}>edient  servant, 

^L,  C.  TURNEK, 
Jud4je-Admcak\ 
Hon,  GiBEON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  JSfavy, 
[EncloBtire.] 
t  EoYAL  VicrroRiA  Hotel, 

NawtOrU,  ^W  Pro^videfwiu  Janiuiry  19,  1S63. 
Mr  Dear  Papa:     *     ♦     ♦    There  are  men  here  who  are  making 
immense  fortunes  b}^  shipping  goody  to  Dixie,  and  on  an  average  four 
out  of  every  six  vessels  that  start  to  run  the  blockade  i^ueeeod,  and 
goods  of  all  kind.s  are  worth  ridieulous  prices  there, 

■  Salt,  for  example,  is  one  of  the  most  paying  things  to  send  in.  Here 
in  Nassau  it  is  only  worth  60  eents  a  bushel,  but  in  Charleston  brings 
at  auction  from  $80  to  $llH>  in  Confederate  money,  but  as  Confederate 
money  is  no  good  out  of  the  Confedemcy  they  send  batk  cotton  or 
tur|>entine,  which,  if  it  reaches  here,  is  worth  prop<:>rtionally  as  much 
here  a,s  the  salt  is  there. 

A  young  fellow  here  who  sent  in  £100  worth  of  goods  cleared  by  it, 
after  paying  all  ex]>eiises,  €750,  but  he  happened  to  be  luck^. 

Seeing  fortunes  made  at  this  rate  has  given  me  a  great  desire  to  ti-y 
my  hand  at  it,  and  if  you  could  send  me  the  money  I  see  nothing  to 
prevent  my  making  something  handsome. 

As  uncle  is  always  investing  in  real  estate,  ask  him  to  buv  my  lot,s. 
He  offered  to  do  so  once  before  iind  perhaps  may  still  be  willing.  If 
1  had  £100  to  risk  1  would  ship  oiy  goods  in  four  or  live  different 
vessels  and  some  of  them  are  sure  to  get  in,  but  supix)sing  only  one 
out  of  the  five -succeeded,  1  would  clear  more  than  the  whole  amount 
invested. 

There  is  one  man  here  who  comnieneed  in  this  line  of  business  aa 
soon  as  the  war  broke  out  and  he  has  made  over  |2,<XjO,0(XL  Six 
steamers  left  this  poit  last  week  to  run  the  blockade,  and  we  have 
heard  of  the  safe  arrival  in  Dixie  of  five  of  them. 

The  way  in  which  it  is  managed  is  this:  They  carry  no  lights  on 
Jjoard,  the  ships  are  painted  lead  color  and  are  hardly  visible  at  100 
yards  off,  and  they  only  go  w^hen  there  is  no  moon  and  the  nights  are 
very  dark. 

Sailing  vessels  are  more  fret(^uently  caught  and  the  goods  confiscated, 
for  they  can  not  choose  their  time  as  a  steanier  can. 

Should  you  approve  of  my  plan  let  me  know  at  once,  for  if  1  am  to 
commence,  the  sooner  the  better.  Plea^jse  sive  it  your  most  serious 
consideration.  It  is  a  speculation  by  whicn  one  makes  either  f)O0  to 
800  per  cent  or  loses  all.     ♦    ♦    *      "^ 

And  believe  me,  ever  your  dutiful  son, 

Alfred  Judah. 


I 
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Letf^  from  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont^   U.   S,   Navy^  k*  Com\ 

Woraen^    JJ,   S.  Namy^  referring  to   the  second  attack  uptm  Fort 

McAUistei\  and  other  matters, 

Waba»h, 
ThurHday  Evt-tung^  FSruiiry  5,  1863, 

My  Dear  Captain:  Rodgors,  I  think,  i.s  sending  you  8onie  papers. 
I  have  nothing  official  to  write  but  to  Ite.  careful  of  your  ammunition* 
I  am  jSflad  you  made  tho  set-oiid  attack,  bec^u^e  it  will  add  to  jour  ex- 
perience of  the  pt^wers  of  your  vessel.  The  fort  [McAllisterJ  is  strong, 
and  of  that  description  whic^h  uiay  stand  lon^  hammering. 

The  Nat<hf'til^  vvill  he  a  thorn  in  my  flesh  when  I  come  to  withdmw 
you,  (.k>uld  a  ijrii'-adi^  o[K>rate  with  you  f  I  think  that  fort  auite  ag 
strong  as  the  one  taken  by  Porter  and  McClernand  in  ArKunsas. 
Drayton  is  desirous  of  trying  it  with  yon,  but  if  all  the  ammunition 
be  tired  away,  how  can  you  handle  the  Fhgal  if  she  conies  along. 

They  write  you  of  our  ebb  tide.  That  Oalve^«t*m  affair  has  stirred 
up  the  rebels,  and  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  papers  are  inviting 
Jtvhn  [IV]  Magruder  to  come  and  clear  their  coasts  with  his  cotton 
clads— which,  1  suppose,  stimulated  their  navy  men  here — and  1  think 
the  loss  of  the  Pfincem  ChtrlAjfie  [Princess  Royal]  was  a  severe  blow  to 
them  at  Charle^ston,  and  they  hoped  to  recover  her,  for  she  was  still 
out  when  the  rams  came.  She  had  on  board  two  j>owerf ul  engines  for 
their  ironclads,  with  machinery  and  mechanics  to  make  their  steeU 
pointiid  proioctOes,  intended  to  pierce  your  sides  and  turrets. 

Rodgers  is  in  to-night  with  disabled  engine;  tlie  extent  1  do  not 
know.  They  had  the  w^hole  of  the  ffales  and  kept  before  them.  She 
leaked  some.  Pafapsco  sailed  two  days  l>eforc  in  tow  of  Pawnee;  has 
doubtless  gone  on  to  Beaufort.  They  have  certain  ]X)wers  of  endur- 
ance at  sea,  with  a  stout  hawser  fa*st  to  them.  On  this  our  papers  run 
away  with  things  as  usual,  and  pronounce  theni  seagoing  vessels. 

I  see  a  letter  published  from  the  Mnntauk;  natural  enough  on  first 
arrival,  but  please  call  attention  to  my  Genei*al  Order  No.  8. 

Excuse  haste. 

Yours,  very  trulv, 

S.  F-  Du  Pont. 

[Captain  J,  L.  Worden, 

U*  S.  Iroficlad  Montauk.] 


I 
I 


Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S.  yavy^  requeMing  itistr 
regarding  the  dispoaition  of  3Ir.  SlockweU* 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

Si.  /Simmi-8  Soufid^  Gmrg!4i^  Fehrtmry  5^  186S, 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  weather,  I  have  bee^ij 
obliged  to  detain  the  Hope  until  to-day.     By  her  I  send  a  Mr.  Gribbs, 
a  refugee,  who  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  the  enemy  with' 
his  negro  servant  woman,  and  got  safely  on  lx>ard  of  the  Madglt^  lying'  1 
at  anchor  in  Sapelo  Sound.     From  Mr.  Gibbs  you  will,  1  think,  obtaio 
much  information;  he  was  in  Savannah  on  the  2M  ultimo. 

Having  learned  from  an  intelligent  contraband,  who  escaped  a  few 
'^ays  since  from  the  mainland,  that  Mr,  Stock  well,  residing  on  Gum- 
land  Mand,  had,  within  the  last  month,  visited  the  headquarters  of 

\ 
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Colonel  Clinch  at  Drainoj^villo  fWayna'^ville?],  and  had  g-iven  infnrnia- 
tion  that  hnntiiij^  parties  were  fiTqiu-atly  sent  on  nhori^  f  rt»ni  tin"  hark 
3Ildn!ghU  whirh  t*ould  be  easily  .surprised  and  niptnrt'd,  I  dirt*<*t**d 
the  conuimndfT  of  the  3lidmght  to  arrest  Mr.  Stock  well  and  hold  him 
1  prisoner  on  board  of  his  vessel  until  further  orders. 

If  Mr.  Stoi'kwell  was  alone  it  w^ould  be  very  easy  to  deal  with  him 
by  sending  him  to  Fort  Royal  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  he  taken 
care  of  by  the  military,  but  iinfoituoately  he  ha8  a  family  of  two 
grown  daughters  and  one  young  child  living  with  him,  the  removal 

[of  whom,  with  their  effects,  is  rather  puzzling.     I  must  therefore  ask 
for  instructions  on  this  subject. 
In  the  last  week  no  Ies.s  than  six  contrsibands  have  succeeded  in 
niaking  their  escape  from  the  enemy  and  taken  refuge  on  lM>ard  of  this 
vessel 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Steb:dman, 
Commmider  and  /Senior  Officer* 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
»  — :ir" 

Letter  from  tJte  Seeref^ry  of  tJw  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Ihi  Parity  IK  S. 
JViipt/.  tranmnittim/  infornmticm  regarding  ^rade  carried  mi  b^werni 
Mi^ati,  Mew  Providetwe^  and  ChaTh^tmi^  S.  CI 

Navy  Department,  February  /5,  tSfiS. 
Sm:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
a  Mr*  J*  H.  James  in  reference  to   the  trade  carried  on  between 
Nassau  and  Charleston. 

Vt^ry  respectful!  V.  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretwry  of  the  Na/uy, 
Kear-Adminil  Sam'l  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comd^,  South  Atlantic  Blockading/  Spiadron,  Port  Royal^  6\  CI 

[Enclotmre.] 

Nassau,  [New  Providence],  does  as  much  business  now  in  twenty-four 
hours  as  it  used  to  do  in  a  year.  There  were,  a  few  days  ago,  eleven 
steamers  in  port  expressly  purchased  for  running  the  blockade,  A 
vessel  rails  toe  blockaide  every  three  days  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  The 
way  they  do  it  is  to  wait  for  a  blow,  tJien  the  blockadei-s  up  anchor 
and  sail  alwut;  the  runner  waits  till  ni^ht  and  runs  in  frequently 
between  two  ojf  the  blockade,  who  do  not  fire  for  fear  of  hitting  a 
friend.  One  captain  hm  run  the  blockade  twenty -one  times,  andftas 
carried  in  all  161, OCX)  En  field  rifles*  The  rewards  are  immense.  One 
instance  I  will  relate:  Four  men  purchased  a  schooner  loaded  with 
cotton;  paid  $24,000  for  vessel  and  cargo;  sold  it  in  Nassjui  for  $80,000; 
purchased  a  steamer  with  the  $80,0CM)  and  then  ran  the  blockade;  loaded 
it  with  cotton  and  sold  it  in  Nassau  for  $300,000. 
Respectfully, 

J.  H.  James. 
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Lett>er  frmn  Major- General.  Ihinter,  IL  S,  Amiy^  to  ReaT-Admiral 
Da  Polity  U,  S,  JVavi/^  resptyndittif  to  requt'M  for  iTt^tractirm  reijiirding 
a/miy  signals  far  it^e  07i  tlie  Uniicd  St>ates  inmcladH^ 

Hikers.  Department  of  the  South, 

Htlto7i  Ilmd,  Port  Royal,  S.  V:,  Fthnmry  6\  I86S. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  aeknowled^e  the  receipt  of  your  oom- 
iiuuiicjition,  dated  the  -itb  instant,  which  should  have  rereived  earlier 
attention  had  1  not  Ijeeu  absent  from  ihii^  post,  only  returning*  yester- 
day afternoon  p 

It  will  afford  me  sincere  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  request  in 
regard  to  the  army  signal  eoae,  orders  having  l)een  already  issued  to 
the  chief  signal  otfieer  of  this  Department  to  furnish  all  requisite 
facilities  and  instruction  to  such  of  your  officers  as  you  may  ass^ign 
to  this  service.  Of  this  order  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy 
herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  admiral,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  Hunter,  ^ 
Major- Oeneral^  Vomffianding^ 
Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdff,  South  Atlmdic  Blockading  Squad/ron^  Port  Royal^  S,  C, 


Report  ojf  Captain  Turner^  U.  S.  Nany^  commmiding  U.  S.  S.  New 
Itons^idea^  regarding  the  unfiPnes^  of  that  vessel  for  out&ide  xoork, 

U,  S.  Steam  Frigate  New  Ironsides, 

Off  OhmimtoH,  S.  a,  Fdruary  6,  1S6S, 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  refKjrt  the  occurrences  of  m}^  experi- 
ence during  the  few  days  I  have  l>een  at  anchor  off  Charleston,  wnere 
you  sent  me  with  instructions  to  remain  if  possible. 

I  shall  be  full  and  minute,  as  1  desire  tnat  the  Navy  Department 
may  be  undeceived  if  they  suppoised  that  this  ship  was  equal  to  any 
suclb  service. 

You  will  see  with  the  eye  of  a  seaman  at  once  that  no  fears  have 
exaggerated  the  dangers  and  difficidtics  I  have  encountered,  and  will 
congratulate  yourself  that  the  ship  is  still  preseiTed  to  your  squadron 
after  what  she  has  passed  through. 

The  uneasiness  which  I  expressed  to  you  before  sailing  at  what 
might  be  the  result  has  been  more  than  justilicd^  inasmuch  as  my 
greatest  trouble  and  danger  was  in  a  quarter  for  w'hich  1  was  unpre- 
pared and  did  not  embrace  in  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  as  likely 
to  occur.     1  allude  to  her  rudder.     Of  this  hereafter. 

I  encountered  three  gales  while  at  anchor  there  five  days;  none  of 
them  severe.  The  first,  from  S.  W.,  ver^-  moderate;  the  second,  from 
N*  E.,  more  severe,  in  which  1  let  go  a  second  anchor  with  125  fathoms 
on  one  chain  and  about  70  on  the  other;  the  third,  from  S.  E.,  not  so 
severe  as  the  second,  but  bringing  in  a  heavy  sea,  w^hich  made  my 
situation  much  more  critical.  It  was  during  this  last  that  I  discovered 
my  greatest  danger. 

The  rudder  of  your  flagship  is  about  5  feet  in  horizontal  length; 

that  of  mine  is  12  feet  and  1  inch,  the  inner  rudder  being  7  feet  and  4 

i^^haq^  the  out^er  one  4  feet  and  9  inches;  the  inner  one  secured  to  the 

t  by  the  ordinaiy  pintles  and  gudgeons,  the  outer  one  secured 
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to  tht>  inner  one  bv  pintles  and  gudgeons  and  a  soraicircular  cogwheel. 
Tbe  yhip  yawin^^  and  sheering  very  mucli,  brought  the  sea  constantly 
in  one  bow  and  beam  or  the  other,  expo.sing  the  rudder  to  the  severe 
'  Oi^k  of  the  sea,  stri^cing  it  at  times  almost  at  right  angles. 

It  w^as  during  one  of  these  encounters  tJiat  first  one  brace  and  then 
another  gave  way,  four  in  all,  successively;  then  a  large  iron  hook 
coiilioing  tbe  brace  to  the  outer  rudder  bolt^  and  lastly  drawing  a 
ht*avy  iron  bolt  on  the  lower  deck,  in  the  wardi'oom*  to  which  the  pre- 
venter tackles  were  secured,  both  of  which  1  have  kept  to  show^  you. 
Thus  with  wheel  ropes  rove  and  tmit,  with  preventycr  tackles  as  secure 
and  taut  as  they  could  be,  and  tlie  Ijrat^es  outsi<le  as  taut  as  a  l>ar,  the 
whole  were  insuthcient,  and  nothing  but  tin?  daring  activity  of  a  few 
men,  w'ho  were  let  down  in  bowHnes  outside  at  the  risk  of  their  lives 
to  get  other  braces  on,  set  up  with  permanent  tackles,  saved  the  rudder. 

I  w'as  very  much  alaruied  lest  the  bolts  in  the  outer  rudder  would 
give  wav,  and  then  that  the  cogs  would  be  thrown  out  of  gear  and 
connection. 

I  think  it  providential  that  all  this  occurred  in  the  daytime  and  not 
in  a  very  severe  gale,  as  a  warning  to  me  what  the  result  would  have 
been  under  more  trying  circumstances. 

So  far  as  the  chains  and  anchors  are  involved,  they  did  welL  I  found 
no  re^ison  to  distrust  them,  l>ut  when  I  came  to  heave  in  and  up,  the 
wind  having  veered  to  W.  8*  W,  and  driven  the  ship  over  her  anchors^ 
they  were  in  a  great  snarl,  with  a  fonl  hawse,  and  tlie  starboard  chain 
having  tripped  its  anchor  with  a  round  turn  around  the  stock.  Here 
wiLs  a  great  ditlicuUy,  being  unable  to  lash  the  anchors  because  of  the 
mm,  and  unable  to  use  a  hawse  peiuiant  because  of  having  no  bow- 
sprit, it  was  done  nece^^sarily  with  great  risk  and  diiMculty. 

Moreover,  the  gun  deck  is  so  lumbered  with  the  long  gun  carriages, 
extending  back  to  the  hatches,  that  there  is  no  room  to  work  cables  as 
in  ordinary  ships,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  thing 
could  be  accomplished. 

I  may  say  in  passing  that  great  credit  Ls  due  to  the  first  lieutenant 
of  this  ship  for  nis  energy,  intelligence,  and  seamanship  in  extricating 
tbe  ship  from  these  difficulties. 

Lastly,  I  experienced  the  utmost  trouble  and  anxiety  in  the  action 
of  the  cables  upon  and  around  the  ram:  as  the  ship  sheered  about  and 
dipped  to  the  sen.  tlie  ram  would  catch  both  cables  upon  its  upper 
surface  and  there  remain,  with  the  whole  w^eight  of  the  ship  upon  it 
as  she  straightened  out  her  cables,  until  she  took  another  sheer  and 
shook  them  oil.  I  am  unable  to  judge  whether  or  not  it  has  had  the 
etfect  to  disturb  or  loosen  it. 

1  have  thus  told  you  the  whole  story  as  it  has  occurred  under  my  eye. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  1  fear  it  has  cost  me  the  life  of  one  of  my 
best  men,  a  quartermaster,  who  has  been  terribly  crushed  and  one  of 
his  arms  [?],  by  endeavoring  to  secure  the  tiller  below,  whose  situation 
at  this  moment  is  most  critical:  and  to  conclude  with  a  most  emphatic 
expression  of  my  opinion  that  this  vessel  is  not  cal emulated  for  any  out- 
sitle  work,  and  should  avail  herself  of  the  most  favorable  opjx»rtunities 
to  get  from  port  to  port  as  soon  as  she  can. 

At  sea,  with  her  masts  in,  clear  of  the  laud,  1  consider  her  i^erfectly 
safe  in  any  gale  of  wind. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  one  thins:  I  consulted  the  pilot  as  to  the 
passibility  of  running  inside;  he  told  me  the  state  of  the  bar  would 
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not  admit  of  it.  and  Itmt  if  I  could,  I  Rfaould  encounter  tbe  same  dtfl 
eulty  there  with  the  rudder,  a^  he  would  be  obliged  to  anchor  vhttr^ 
to  tfce  Imr,  where 'there  would  Ije  quite  »ej|  enough  to  csoi^  the 
trouble;  I>e«ide8^  as  I  have  no  large  gun8  on  the  upper  deck  to  pr 
my  bow  and  stern,  1  mi^ht  be  exposed  to  a  raking  hre  from  tbe  bear} 
pieces  of  the  enemy  without  the  meann  of  checking  them.  I  would 
not,  exeept  in  an  extreme  case,  ri^k  it 

In  Tiew  of  the^e  fact8,  and  under  these  circnmFlanoeef  I  have  fielt  it 
my  imperative  duty  to  repair  to  Port  Royal  without  delay,  and  with* 
out  the  riak  of  encountering  another  8.  E.  rale  at  my  ancbom,  beoau^ 
the  loss  of  my  rudder  would  involve  the  Toss  of  the  senrioes  of  this 
ship  until  ^he  could  go  into  dock. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  TtJRKKB, 

Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  Ihj  Post, 

C&mrnaTidiTig  Smith  Atlanttc  Blockading  Squadron* 


f  Rear- Admiral  Du  Poni^  U.  S.  Ifavu,  to  Liefdefmni-i 
mimaer  Bdcmi^   U,   S.  Nai^y^  camifiafidinff  U,   S.   S.    Comt^ 
McDfmmtgh^  for  a  reoofmaismnee  in  Stono  Rimer^  South  OaroUna, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Febrtiafy6,  186S. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Commodore  McDmimigh  under  your' 

command  oflf  Stono,  and  when  joined  by  the  Unodilki^  you  wiU,  in 

company  with  her,  cross  the  bar  and  examine  the  condition  of  thingd 

in  that  river  and  remain  there  until  farther  orders. 

Ke^pectfully,  etc., 

S,  F,  Du  Foot, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  Bacon, 

U.  S.  S,  Commodore  McDonmigh, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Ihi  Pont^  LL  S,  Nav^y^  to  Lwuienant'Co 
maiuM'  Quack&ilu4!iA^  IL  S,  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  S,  Unadii 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Prni  Rofjal  Harbor,  S.  (\,  Filyraary  6,  ISOS. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  at  once  proceed  off  8tono, 
where  you  will  Ih^  jdimnl  by  the  Com/fOHlfo-t  McDimonifh^  and  in  com- 
pany you  will  croH8  the  bar  and  exaniitie  the  condition  of  things 
that  riv<*r,  remaining  there  until  further  orders, 
KeaiKictfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  S,  P, 


Quackenbush, 

U,  S,  S.  Unadilla. 
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Order  of  Rear-Adtniral  iJu  Ptrnt^    (J.  4S'.  Nnvy^  U*   (Japta'tn    Turrwr^ 
IL  S*  ^avy,  regarding  vemdsfor  the  expeflitton  in  Siono  Jiiver, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Ihrt  Rayal  IFarh^r,  S.   C,  Fd^ruary  6,  1863. 
Sir:  I  ani  waiting  for  i\w  Flamhtau.     Please  nciid  lier  duwii,  for  I 
have  no  dispatch  ves.sel, 

I  etieloso  orders  for  the  UnmlUla,  and  I  think  tho  ]fur*m  had  better 
go  down  and  enter  Sti>no  with  them. 

I  regret  extremely  to  weaken  the  blockade,  but  the  oi-^eupatioii  of 
Stono  IS  equally  important  for  the  moment. 
I  wrote  you  t^i-day  by  the  buoy  schooner. 
Respectfully,  ete.. 


Captain  T.  Turner, 

ZZ  S,  &  New  Inmmdea^  off  Ckwrlmton* 


F.  Du  Pont, 
Rmr- Admiral', 


RepH'f  t>f  Rear- Admiral  I/u  Pant^  Zf^  S.  Nam^  of  the  arrival  at  Port 
Roijal^  S,  C.y  of  the  U.  S,  S\   WeeAa^ffken  tn  wi»ahi^  condition. 

No.  60*]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Pprt  Royal  Ilarbor^  S.   C,  Fthrmmj  6\  1863, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tx>  report  the  arrival  here  on  the  5th  instant 
of  the  II.  S.  S.  I^fdf/fia^  U>wmg  the  U.  S.  ii'onclad  8ti*amer  Weehuwken^ 
the  latter  with  a  disabled  engine,  oa  whieh  I  am  ordering  a  survey. 
Very  reBpectfullv,  your  obedient  nervant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
RfMtr- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlmitie Bl^wkading  Squadfrnt, 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Well.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Samy^   Wiuhingt^jn^  />.  C. 


Report  of  LUutenant-  Commander  Peiidergra^t^  JJ*  S,  Nwm^^  mmtnand' 
ing  U,  S,  8,   Water  Witch^  ofarritXMl  at  JVew  York. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 
Tfea}  yorl'  I[arJ.m\  Ft^ruary  S,  1S6S, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  1 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.    Water  Wit€h  at 
this  port. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Austin  Penderorast, 
Lieidefiani- Commander^  Comd^.  U,  S.  S,  Waier  Witch. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sdcreiary  of  t/ts  Navy,   Washiji^tany  D,  C 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  lyu  Pmit^    U*  S^  Nam/^  to  Oaptain  Tnm^^ 
IT,  S\  Navy^  commanding  IL  S*  S.  New  Ironsides^  to  reminw  com- 
H      mand  of  the  hl^ockade  off  Charleston^  S,  (7, 

I 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Pi>rt  Royal  Ilarior,  S.  C,  Fel^ruary  .%  ISBS, 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  New  Ironmdrs  under  yuur 
command  off  Charleston  and  resume  charge  of  the  blockade  off  that 
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port,  taking  every  caution  in  placing  the  vcnsels  against  a  violation  of 
the  blockacle,  and  requesting  tiie  eonimaoding  officers  to  exercise  great 
vigilance  on  their  respective  i^tatiousj  rendered  the  more  nece^ssary  by  , 
recent  events. 

Respectfully^  etc., 

S»  F.  Du  Pont, 


Capmin  T.  Tubner, 

U.  S.*S*  New  Inmmde%^  Port  Royal. 


Rear-Adm  iraL 


Report  of  Lieidennnt- Commander  Bacmi^  U,  S^  Mtvy^  commanding  ^ 
v.  S.    S.    Commmkrre  McLkintnigK  regaj*diny  a  reoonnowsmice  if 

Stano  ami  FMy  rivers ^  South  VaroUna, 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonouqh, 

Stono  /nUt,  South  Carolina^  FSnmty  S^  1S63, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  arrived 
off  Stono  Inlet  yesterday  afternoon.  At  noon  to-day  a  steamer  arrived 
having  on  boarcl  Major-Geneml  Foster,  Brigadirr-General  Potter,  Cap- 
tain Bontt>ne,  of  the  Coast  Survev,  and  others.  Gene  ml  Foater 
rcMiutJHted  me  t^j  come  in  to-day  and  make  a  reconnoissance  up  Folly 
and  Stono  rivers.  Got  underway  inunediately,  and  as  there  was  not 
enough  water  for  the  JIurvn  or  t^tadllla^  who  were  at  that  time  just 
coming  un,  proceeded  in  alo!ie,  the  army  steamer  following.  Went 
up  arouna  toe  head  of  Cole^H  Island;  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
not  taken  ad  vantjige  of  our  aljsence  to  erect  any  new^  batteries*  Notic- 
ing that  the  army  otiicer  had  made  a  landing  on  Cole's  Inland  below 
us,  dLspatched  tlie  cutter  foi'  the  [mrpose  of  covering  their  landing 
and  started  up  Follv  River  with  tins  steamer  for  the  same  pnipose. 

At  3:80  received  General  Potter  and  stiitT  on  Inmrd;  steamed  up 
Folly  Kiver  as  far  as  possible  without  grounding,  came  to  anchor,  and 
awaited  his  return,  as  he  went  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
reconnoissance  on  Folly  Island-  When  the}'  returned^  steamed  down 
the  river  and  left  them  on  l>oard  of  their  steamer.  I  hope  to  bi*  aide 
to  get  the  Umidllla  and  Ilurim  over  the  bsir  to-morrow.  As  the  former 
vessel  did  not  reach  the  bar  in  time  to  cross  it  at  high  water  this  morn- 
ing, and  as  General  Foster  wished  to  make  the  reconnoiasanee  to-day, 
I  took  the  liberty  to  go  in  alone.  In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  state 
that  yesterday,  after  crossing  the  bar  at  Port  Royal,  met  the  Iranmdes^ 
and  w^as  refpnjsted  by  the  captain  to  turn  around  and  pilot  her  across 
the  bar,  which  I  did. 

Very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(jeorqe  Baoon, 
Lieutetmnt- Commander^  U.  Sn  Namf. 

Rear  Admiml  S*  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochadimj  St/uadron, 
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?epofi  of  Rear'AdimraJ  Dn  Pont^  TT.  S.  Natnf^  urg!n4j  the  need^  of 
reinforcement  it  for  the  prote^ikm  ^{f  the  infand  jcaterM  nf  fh:  district 
under  his  command. 

No.  64-]  FLAGSinp  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  Harhar.  S.  C  Fehntan/  .%  ISa:i 
I     Sir:  Recent  events  on  the  Cuilf  iind  else  where  htive  stiuiuUitt^d  tho 
enemy  un  this  coast  to  use  every  means  to  annoy  the  vessels  engaged 
on  the  l^liM^kade. 

The  peeuHur  ehameter  of  the  inhmd  waters  is  imrticularly  favorable 
to  such  attempts,  enabling  him  to  make  dancents  on  weak  points  and 
8etniriii|r  to  himself  a  safe  retreat  from  pur-suit. 

The  Department  is  aware,  tboogh  very  few  pei"sons  outside  of  it  are, 
of  the  nature  of  oui"  tenure  of  the  three  States  within  my  eommaTul, 
with  the  numerous  inlets  and  soundn,  all  of  which  must  be  guarded* 

My  foree  is  already  extended  to  its  utmost  rapacity  t)f  exjMnsion, 
while  daily  utoro  and  more  vigorous  etTortj*  are  making  in  England^ 
assisted  by  her  eolouies  otf  this  eoast,  to  lu'eak  the  bloekade.  Many 
steamei's  of  light  draft,  on  our  occupation  of  the  coast,  escaped  up  the 
various  inland  waters,  where  our  vessels  could  not  follow^  them.  These 
may  now  be  iLsed  against  us,  especially  at  such  |K>iots  where  I  have 
on\v  been  able  t^o  station  single  vessels,  several  of  them,  too,  witlioiit 
the  propelling  power  of  steam,  and  many  of  them  of  a  chamcter 
iinsyited  to  resist  suddr^n  attacks,  though  adapted  to  the  |>ui'pf>se  of  an 
ordi nary  blockade. 

Under  these  circumstaiices.  I  have  to  request  the  Department  to  send 
me  such  reinforcements  as  will  ensible  nn*  to  meet  tne  new  state  of 
affaii*s  on  this  coast,  T  am  inculcating  vigilance  everywhere,  Init 
sudden  attacks,  if  not  sio^>rises,  by  st-eamers,  ironclad  or  otherwise, 
under  cover  of  darkness,  are  possible  under  any  degree  of  wat<'h ful- 
ness. Vessels  can  not  have  pickets  out  like  an  army,  though  boats 
in  particular  localities  may  be  and  often  are  used,  but  thetse  must 
generally  l*e  at  anchor  and  their  crews  regularly  relieved. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sp  F,  I)u  Pont, 
Rear ' Admiral y  Cbmd^.  S&idk  Atlantic  Blockadint/  Stjiutdrmt. 

Hon,  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  *  if  the  iVij/i^j/,  Wa^hingt^m,  D*  C, 

P.  S,^l  fi^rward  herewith  a  i*hart,*  on  tracing  paper,  of  the  coast, 
showing  the  positions  of  the  blockading  vessels  of  this  squadron  on 
the  i-ilst  of  January,  1803,  which  may  prove  interesting  to  the 
Department. 

a  F.  D.  P., 
Rear-Adm  iral, 
[Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nwi>y,'\ 
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Reportof  Refir-Adnurftl  Iht  Ptmt^  JL  S.  Nm^ij^  rtyiirdhi^  the  ccmdition 
of  the  IL  S\  S,  Otknca. 

No.  63,]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfjrf  Roy^fJ  I[arhjt\  S.  i\,  F^nmry  8,  1863. 
Sib:  It  if<  with  t^ront  rej^'iet  that  I  hftve  to  report  the  complete  break- 
ing' down  of  the  Off  mm.     This  ves-sel  was  north  for  iiiore  than  two 
months,  and  was  sent  hack  her*?  in  very  little  bett4?r  condition  than 
when  she  left. 

At  a  eritieul  time  like  this,  sueh  a  vessel  ean  ill  he  spared^  but,  being 
utter!}'  useless,  she  must  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  a  tow  can  l>e  got 
for  her. 

Eoelot^ed  is  the  survey  (markeil  No.  1),  to  whi<*h  1  eall  the  particular 
attention  of  the  Department. 

Verv  respectf ullv,  your  o}>edient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rmr-AdTfuntK  Vomdg.  S^juth  Ati^7ftie  Blockadiryg  SqtmirQfu 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  ths  Navy^  Washington^  D*  C. 


Re/p&rt  of  R4mr- Admiral  Da  Poni^  U,  S,  Navy^  ti^cms'mittmy  reports 
of  a  board  of  survey  and  of  the  cf^mmandiny  offii^er  of  thf-  JT.  X.  S* 
Weehamken* 

No.  71*1  Flaoshif  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Hadmr,  S.  (\,  February  9,  1863. 
Sfr;  1  have  pre^nously  reported  tlie  arnval  of  the  Weehaitken  in  a 
dLHaf)]ed  t-oiidition. 

I  desire  to  call  the  partieular  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
enclosed  survey  (marked  No.  1),  in  whieh  are  clearly  stated  the  damages 
sustained,  the  causes  thereof,  and  the  remedies  to  be  used. 

I  forwaril  also  (marked  No.  2)  a  copy  of  Captain  John  Rodgers' 
report.  These  t^vo  papers  cover  all  the  information  I  have  on  this 
matter. 

Verv  respectfully^  your  obedient  seiTant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear 'Ad mind,,  Vmndg,  Smdh  AtlautU'  Bhfckmltny  Sfuadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th'  ^(fry^  Wa^hinyimi, 

U,  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Part  RoytrL  Fchrmry  .S',  ISCS, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant,  we  have  held  a 
strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  engines  of  the  U,  S,  S.  Weehmcken^ 
and  have  to  report  as  follows,  viz: 

Their  condition:  The  starboard  engine  is  in  a  condition  that,  with 
small  repairs  and  adjustment's,  can  be  soon  got  ready  for  service.  The 
port  engine  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  entirely  useless* 

The  damages  sustained:  The  port  cylinder  is  badly  broken,  having 
three  cracks  extending  longitudinally  the  whole  length,  trans ver«jely. 
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noarlj  halfway  round,  and  diagonal  iy  a  bunt  half  the  lonofth  of  the  cyl- 
inder.    The  trunk  is  broken  on  dose  to  the  piston  and  the  inner  cylin- 
der head  broken,  with  eight  of  the  bolts  forsecurin^^  the  head  out  and 
roken  into  *smaH  pieces* 

The  causes:  The  cause  of  the  accident  was,  without  a  doubt,  the  inse- 
cure and  careless  manner  in  which  the  bolt^  securing  the  inner  cylinder 
"lead  were  fitted  up  and  put  in.     Thase  bolts  having  been  put  in  in  this 
anner,  the  nuts  smm  worked  off  and  the  bolts  dropped  to  the  bottom 
f  the  cylinder.     The  clearance  being  sufficient,  no  immediate  disaster 
bUow^ed;  but  we  suppose  that,  several  bolts  getting  together  in  a 
culiar  manner,  the  piston  struck  them,  breaking  the  inner  cylinder 
ead,  two  pieces  of  w^hich  falling  out  presented  so  great  an  obstacle  to 
the  piston  that  it  canted  and,  the  momentum  of  the  engine  carrying  it 
along,  cracked  the  cylinder  and  broke  off  the  trunk  of  the  piston. 

The  repairs:  To  put  the  starlmard  engine  in  a  sen^  iceable  condition, 
it  will  lie  neces.sary  to  remove  the  piston ,  secure  the  inner  cylinder  head, 
and  band  the  crank  pin.  The  time  required  to  do  these  repairs  will  be 
about  one  week*  Tne  air  pump  was  driven  by  the  engine  tiiat  is  now 
broken,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  work  the  starboard  engine  noncon- 
densing  or  high  pressure*  This,  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  arrange- 
ments, prevents  us  from  being  positively  certain  that  one  engine  will 
work,  but  we  enteiiain  great  hopes  that  it  will  do  so,  and  consider  that 
the  short  time  and  light  cost  will  wuri*ant  a  triiiL 

To  repair  the  engines  permanently,  it  will  be  necessarv  to  send  to 
some  Northern  port  for  a  new  cylinder  and  piston.  If  the  deck  will 
have  to  remain  in  its  present  condition  until  the  cylinder  arrives  from 
the  North,  it  will  require  at  least  one  month  to  take  out  the  deck,  take 
out  the  broken  cylinder,  and  fit  and  eoiuiect  the  new  one* 

In  conclusion  we  will  beg  leave  to  add  that,  in  our  opinion,  there 
can  be  no  blame  whatever  attached  to  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer 
James  G.  Young,  senior  engineer  of  the  vessel. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  Newell, 

Chief  En^gmeer, 
K  W.  McCleery, 

Ch  wf  Engineer. 
N.  B,  LrrTio, 
Fird  Assistant  Engineer. 
A,  K.  Eddowes, 
Acting  First  Asaistunt  Engineer. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantie  Blockading  Sguadron. 


U.  S.  S*  Weebawken, 
Port  Royal  HarlKyr,  S.  <?.,  Fekrum^y  7,  ISSS; 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  direct  from  Newport 
News,  which  place  we  left  on  Sunday  last,  the  1st  of  February. 

The  weiither  at  the  time  of  leaving  was  good,  but  on  Sunday  night 
it  commenced  blowing  hard  and  on  Monday  we  had  a  gale  from  the 
S.  W.  It  abated  toward  night,  and  we  passed  Cape  Hattenis  with 
pleasant  winds. 

On  Tuesday  it  blew  a  gale  from  the  N.  E.,  which  weut  round  the 


k. 


M  ranr  mwh  mm,    Tht  ini  Umm,  from  IktJLW. 
wm'ngj  iriolMi;  it  took  «p  ne 
btuM&OTwtoBid.    Ttea^Bwrhaflti  Mil  III  till 
it  to  pbee>    After  tfcii  ve  had  to  nlf  is  m  grait  i 

irr^immlmr^  iftie  4lli.  ve  bad  &  |:afe  from  tbc  K.  EL  It  Mew  ti^t 
hard  aB  WjOOMdi jr  nights  I  haro  bi^rd,  iodaed,  from  ig^aal  aoumui 
MMfr  I  Aafi  ^o  port  tliat  tkb  wmm  the  Iwdeal  ttom  of  the  wUh 
wfartor. 

Tlie  wavw  ware  fakli  ud  riokaC  The  wini  Mimtimg  GUle  of  iii 
fltiMgtIi,  buled  totb&  E.  aod  oMule  ft  crow «w.  On  TuodlKf  Ike 
ohiafiffttioB  ww  Yflijr  poor,  ll»e  jMhmm  tad  WMtfniM  difcgiflg  9 
BOMtathe  l^itodeolMnred.  Oa  WednariKj  and  Tkn^T  ««  did 
aol  «ee  tlie  mn.  Thofadijrafiteniooa,  boworer,  we  nade  l&e  %ht- 
boat  off  Ibk  biirbor  sod  cuaa  into  port. 

la  all  tbeieMieeamre  galeB  the  ranael  behared  admifafalx*  Th^  Irak 
WM  earifar  kapl  imder  f^  the  Wonbiagtoa  and  bibge  pompe* 

l^mjwing  I  HBw  rY>nfiniied  the  optaioD  fonoerR-  exprBBsed — to  tbe 
effeet  taai  tbe  vmmVt^  ^reogftb  iui»  Ibe  liintt  of  ber  seagoiaff  ability. 

1  bare  oot  yi't  f cmnd  any  mpm  oi  etnua  or  injtzrf  from  me  verr  bad 
weather  we  tmre  eoeooalereC 

While  m  far  the  botl  hae  itood  tritmiphaDtlv  the  teate  to  which  it 
bat  been  fulmeted.  at  f  b^  nioErent  of  enteriiiff  Port  RoyiL,  wfaile  ^11 
ooliida.  the  tm^  of  the  |x>rt  eogiDe  broke  off  the  pbtoo,  caiiled«  aad 
crMsked  the  cylinder  kiogitudiiiaUy  and  tnmsversely.  It  b  a  total 
breakdown. 

Ah  tbe  two  cylinders  were  cast  in  one  piece,  both  must  be  replaced. 

The  cylindefH  of  the  Cr/rnnn/^h^^  buildiDg  in  Jersey  City  by  Seeor 
A  Co.,  are  identkml  in  de>»i^^  made  from  the  game  diawini^  aad 
emt  from  tbe  aame  patterns.  They  are  finished  and  can  be  sent  here 
immediately. 

They  <!an  be  at  work  ten  da^^s  after  they  arrive, 

Thfi  trunk  nhoww  wijrn^  of  an  old  crack  all  around  the  bottom,  where 
it  ii^Vi!  way,  and  thc5  cylinder  and  wa8te  pipe  contained  fift3"-five  scmps 
of  in>n,  two  of  thenrtbree-fourthi»-inch  bolti^i  2  inches  long,  the  rest 
Htualler,     The  iron  of  tbe  trunk  is,  as  far  a^  I   can  judge,  of  poor 

qtiality.v 

I  do  not  think  that  any  skill  or  care  on  the  part  of  the  engineers 
could  bavu  avoidexl  tbe  breakdown. 

The?  trunk,  prcvioubly  cruc^ked,  gave  way  while  fairly  at  work  and 

working,'  w**IL 

The  cylifirlcr  bad  no  water  in  it,  and  we  were  not  making  more  than 
foj1v  tiiiTirt  of  the  jM-o|icller  at  the  time. 

TIh^  cylinder  bead  hii<l  not  been  off  ^incc  the  ve8.**cl  left  the  contract- 
or^H  handn;  indeed  the  hante  left  no  time  for  any  examination  of  it* 

If  iH  not  imiMjKsilvIe  that  the  fir^t  enick  wa«  received  when  the  air- 
ptirtjp  gear  gave  way  at  ibe  dock  in  »)ersey  City. 

I  have  ht^jjeH  thut  ooe  engine  may  Ijo  made  to  work^  though  without 
a  eonnterliiiluiiri'  it  will  Mc4ircely  do  satisfactory  service. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  8er\  ant, 

John  Rodoebs^ 

Captain, 
Admiral  S.  F.  Du  PcmT, 

Commavdmfj  Smith  Allunllo  Bl^oekudmg  S^iimhvn^ 
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i^r  of  Rtwr'AdmrntlDn  PmU^  LL  S.  Nmyy^  i^>  Cmmnamler  fhlhoim,^ 
JJ*  8,  Naiyy^  <xminianding  U*  S*  S>  Lodona^  i</  proceed  to  duty  off 
Charleston^  S*  <7. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C\^  Fefymary  5,  ims. 
Sik:  Tho  necessities  of  the  public  service  require  me  to  divert  you 
from  3'our  original  de:=iti nation, 

You  will  therefore  proceed  with  tho  h^hma  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for  h!o<-*kading 
duty  off  Bull\s  Bay, 

Respectful] y ,  etc. , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

ReaT'Admirid, 
Commander  E*  R,  Colhoun, 

V\  S,  S,  Lo€lma,  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 

P.  S. — You  will  tow  the  coal  ^ehtjoner  ^,  W,  Gardner  oS  Charleston, 

S.  F.  DuP., 
Rear- Admiral. 
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Report  of  ReaT'Admiral  I^u  PofUy  K  S*  JSfmy,  suggesting  improved 
ineatis  offurfiuhing  supplies  to  the  Bgimdron  m^der  his  oofnmand. 
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No.  67.]  FLAGSHrp  Wabash, 

JWt  Royal  I/at^or,  S\  C,  lehmary  D,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  dislike  extremely  to  utter  complaints  to  the  Department, 
knowing  its  anxiety  and  efforts  to  meet  every  requirement,  but  the 
necessities  of  my  squadron  should  be  made  known  to  it. 

Our  requisitions  for  general  stores,  1  have  rea^son  to  believe,  are 
immediittely  attended  to  by  the  bureaus  in  the  Department,  so  far  as 
transmitting,'  them  to  the  navy  yartls  for  fulfillment,  but  there  seem  to 
Ije  unaccountable  obstacles  to  our  receiving  them. 

When  the  Courur  went  north,  the  time  before  the  last,  I  wrote  to 
the  Department  by  her  under  date  of  November  28,  180i3,  stilting  that 
I  had  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Eouipment  and  Recruiting  requisi- 
tions for  stores  urgently  needed  in  tne^  squadron,  and  suggested  that 
the  CourUTh^  sent  }»ack  with  them  as  early  as  possible.  8he  remained 
over  a  month  and  iinally  came  with  bread,  but  with  none  of  the  other 
articles  that  were  required. 

We  have  been  out  of  oil  for  machinery;  coal  is  not  more  essential; 
the  Bureau  was  written  to  and  replied  that  the  requisition  had  been 
sent  to  New  York;  we  were  purenaHing  from  transp>rts  or  wherever 
it  could  be  found,  2  or  3  bari*cls  at  a  time.  Finally  the  IFm'on  canu^ 
with  some,  but  it  was  stowed  under  all  her  cargo  and  the  captain  wished 
to  defer  it*^  deliver}^  until  his  returji  from  the  (julf,  which,  however, 
1  would  not  allow. 

This  vessel  was  to  have  brought  important  parts  of  the  ration,  such 
as  sugar,  coffee^  flour,  butter,  beans,  and  dried  fruit,  vvith  clothing, 
but  she  did  not.  The  articles  named  are  exhausted  on  the  storeships 
of  this  squadron. 

The  supply  ships,  particularly  the  Ctreammn  and  Jihirk^tone^  have 
given  us  no  satisfaction;  valuable  propei^ty  belonging  to  officers  has 
been  damaged  and  lost  on  board,  and  the  greatest  confusion  was  every- 
where apparent. 
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I  earnei^Uy  asked  for  and  wan  promised  the  MmmchmeUs  to  run  to 
Port  Rojiii  for  the  supply  of  this  sqimdron,  which  would  have  obviated 
niaay  of  the  above  ditficultiet*.  On  the  17th  of  thi;^  month  this  vessel 
will  have  l>cen  north  three  month.s,  and  the  la^t  time  I  heard  of  her 
they  were  withdrawing  workmen  instead  of  accelei-ating  her  move- 
ments. The  Arago^  lilted  Stiites  transport,  of  2,000  tons^  made  her 
la^t  round  trip  in  eleven  days,  brinpn^'  large  cargoes. 

My  commanding  oiKceri*  complain  that  their  wants  are  not  supplied, 
and  1  have  been  so  tried  by  the  increasing  demands  for  articles  which 
1  could  not  supply  that  I  can  defer  no  longer  addressing  the  Depart- 
ment on  the  subject. 

I  desire  to  cast  censure  nowhere;  I  know  what  the  war  pressure  is; 
but,  if  permitted  to  do  so,  I  can  point  out  a  remedy,  viz,  that  the 
Bureau  of  Equipment  be  represented  in  the  navy  yards,  as  are  the 
Ordnance  and  Provision  bureaus,  in  which  system  and  regularity  pre- 
vail, as  well  as  in  the  shipping  of  coal  from  Philadelphia,  since  tJie 
appointment  by  the  Department  of  an  officer  to  superintend  the  same; 
that  a  commander  should  see  to  the  supplies  of  tbe  general  requisi- 
tions; that  a  lieutenant  or  other  officer  should  see  to  the  suppl^^  and 
storeships,  to  whom  a  clerk  should  be  allowed  to  keep  receipts  and 
deliver  the  stores;  that  sutlers  should  be  discarded  froui  the  suppl^^ 
ships,  and  the  latter  made  to  receive  jmckages  addressed  to  oflBcers  of 
the  squadrons  and  receipt  for  them* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  pu  Pont, 
Hear- Admiral^  Camdg.  South  AUmittc  Bhjckading  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 


I 


Chder  of  RmT-Ad/mlTal  Jhi  Jhnt^  U*  8.  Namy^  t^j  Lieutenant' t^ 
-manJer  Eastman^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  asaurne  command  of  the  U.  S* 
Conetaaugh. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Pkrrt  Rf^yal,  8,  C,  FSmary  9,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  U.  S,  S.  Ketjston4 
Stai-e  and  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Qmemmigh^  reliev-J 
ing  Commander  R.  Werden,  who  is  ill  on  board  of  the  Vermont. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rmr- Admiral^  Camdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgtiaarmi, 

Lieutenant-Commander  T,  H.  Eastman, 

^7.  S.  S,  Keystam  State,  Part  Bm/al,  8.  a 


Ord^^r  of  ReaT'Admh*al  I}u  Pont,  TJ,  S*  Naxnj^  to  Lwutenant' 
mander  Mistman,  U,  S,  NavVn^  commanding  LL  S.  S,  Vonenu 
to  asaums  command  of  the  blockade  off  Georgetown^  8,  C. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ifarior,  S.  6'.,  J^bruary  10,  JSeS. 
Sir;  You  will  plea.se  proceed  w^ith  the  Coneniautjh  under  your  com-^ 
mand  to  Georgetown  and  relieve  the  S^go  m  charge  of  those  water 

sailing  at  dayRght, 
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Commander  Beaumont  will  give  you  every  infoi^tnatton,  and  after 
I  consulting  with  him  3^ou  will  exercise  your  o¥rn  judgment  in  the  pi'oi>er 
disposition  of  your  vessels,  recent  events  inducing  rae  to  recommend 
unusual  vigilanee. 

Respectfully,  etc*, 

S.  F.   DU   POKT, 

Riar-AdfniT€U. 
lieutenant-Commander  T*  H,  Eastman, 

U,  S\  S,  Caneniau^h, 


Order  of  BmT'Admiral  Du  Pimt^  V,  S,  iVaw,  to  Commander  Beau- 
numt^  IL  S.  JVam/^  tvmmandin(f  U,  S.  S.  o^xigo^  to  rmider  aid  in 
$amng  ths  cargo  of  the  schooner  Lotu^, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pf>rtEfHjal  Ilarhor,  S,  C.^  February  10,  IS6S, 
Sir:  The  Oonematigh,  Lieutenant-Commander T,  H.  Eastman,  i^lieves 
you  at  Georgetown,  on  the  arrival  of  which  vessel  you  ^ill  return  to 
Fort  Koyal 

Before  you  le^ive,  I  desire  that  you  will  render  every  assistance  in 
saving  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Zo/?/.v,  nuich  of  which  I  believe  is  for 
the  Army  and  Navy.  An  agent  of  Adan^s  Express  Company  goes  up 
on  the  Cfmi7fiaufj/i^  and  a  scJhooner  sailed  to-day  to  receive  the  cargo 
saved. 

Of  course  1  mean  that  you  must  only  give  a  reasonable  time  to  carry 
1  this  out, 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-Admiral* 
C<>mmander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

U.  S*  S.  St^ago^  Georgetown* 


Commei\datory  letter  fhmi  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pofd^  .^\^*  Nam,  to 
Assistant  Bovtdle^  U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  for  hw  sendee  in  Charf^ton 
Harbor* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royalllarhor,  S.  C^FSniary  KK  ISOS. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communicatiim  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  reporting  your  operations  in  pursuance  of  my  <*rdei*s 
of  the  24th  January. 

Your  examination  of  the  channels  and  water  on  the  Charlestort  Bar 
seeui  to  have  been  conducted  with  great  skill  and  boldness,  and  1  beg 
you  to  receive  my  thanks  and  commendation  for  the  same  and  for  the 
important  infoi-mation  obtained* 
Respectfully,  etc., 

-  S.  F,  DtT  Pont, 

Bear'AdmiraL 
Captain  C.  O.  Boutellb, 

xismstant.  Coast  Su/rvey^  U*  S.  Coa^  Survey  Steamer  BiHb, 

n  w  r— vol  13 4:2 


ATLAirilC   BliOCXAIiaie   WQEOADMOn 


Leitgr  ^fr^^f^  Majfjr*  Gemer^  HwU^^  U,  S*  Arm^^  io  iZMrs. 
Du  Foni^  tj,  S.  3^W9^  annauneinf  the  ^u^ignm^U  of  i 
for  (he  eoBommaiion^  qj  Ogeechm  md  ¥^ibnmffkm  rimm* 


HKABQUJjrrEB8  Dbpabtmk>t  or  THB  Soirra, 
Baton  Head,  PfpH  Ro^,  S.  C,  I'Sruofy  11,  ISSS. 
Ai>mibjil:  III  reply  to  your  kind  note  of  yesterday  s  date,  I  lare 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  immediately  on  its  receipt  I  detail^^ 
Brigadier-General  Seymour,  my  chief  of  staff  and  of  artillerv,  and 
Captain  Duane,  U,  S,  Eng-ineers,  to  Tilsit  the  Ogeechee  and  Wilmingtoii, 
riven*,  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  as  soon  as  possible  the  very  ni 
aary  work  suggested  in  your  note. 

In  the  judgment  and  skill  of  these  officers  I  have  perfect  confidence^ 
anrl  my  jMx>n  as  they  have  decided  what  works  ana  obstructions  are 
neceMMarj^  and  where  they  bad  best  be  placed,  no  effort  will  be  spared 
to  carry Vmt  their  views  immediately • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  very 
oliedient  friend  and  serv^ant^ 

D.  Hunter, 
Major- General^  Commemding, 
Admiral  S.  K  Du  Pont, 

Comina-nding  Smith  Atlantie  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  8. — General  Seymour  and  Captain  Duane  started  yesterday 
evening  at  5  p,  m*  on  the  reconnoissance. 


RejKfH  of  Rmr- Admiral-  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  JVdv^j  of  the  arrival  at  Port 
Royal,  S\  C.,  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Pomnee  and  Patapseo. 

No.  74.]  rLAGSHtp  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  JTarhor,  S,  C,  February  11,  ISSS. 
Siii:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
(HI  tho  morning  of  the  lOth  instant  of  the  U.  S.  S*  Pawne^^  towing  the 
U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  Patapmj, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rcar'Adfnmd^  Conidg*  South  Atlantic  Bhx^kading  Squadron^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th£  Navy^  Wmhinyton^  D,  C 


JSeport  of  Rmr'Admiral  Du  Pnnt^  IL   S,  Navy^  regarding 
mdgned  to  ths  holdin'g  of  St<mo  River, 

No,  76.]  FLAGSinr  Wabash, 

Port  Royftl  ITarh^t\  S.  G,  Fefmmry  11,  1S63. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  Ilnron^ 

fj^fimff/fff,  mid  (honnodor*  MrDontm/jh  iire  nowinStono.    To-niorrow 

at  daylitrht  the  l^iWHeevtiW  leave  here  for  that  station,  which,  with  the 

force  uiready  there,  will   be  yufficieul   to  hold  those  waters,  except 
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^gntnst  irotK^lads  rominof  through  Wappoo  Cut.     I  t!ontiniie  to  hold 
r  Stouo,  at  the  (mrnest  request  of  the  military  authorities  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vaot, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Mear-Admiral^  Ctmidg.  Smith  Atlantic  Bloekadimj  Sf/uadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^j  Na^vy^  Wm/iin^ton, 


Orcler  of  Sear- Admiral  J}u  PonL  U.  S.  J!f(my^  to  Commamier  Balch^ 
If,  6.  iVflw/,  coimnanding  U.  S,  S,  Pawnee^  to  asmrnie  comtnand  in 
St&nt*  Hiver. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  a,  Fdmmry  II,  186S. 

Sir:  Yoq  will  proceed  with  the  Pawnee  under  your  command  and 
take  charge  of  the  wateiH  of  Stono.  The  Huron  you  will  dis-spatch  to 
the  blockade  off  Charleiston,  retaining  the  [Tnadilhi  and  Commodffre 
McDonmifjh , 

You  will  also  receive  on  board  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  with  an 
officer,  who  are  to  be  iLsed  as  pickets  on  Cole's  Island  to  watch  the 
rebels  and  give  immediate  information  of  any  attempt  on  their  part  to 
reoccupy  the  forts.  These  men  will  live  on  board  and  l>e  i-ationed  by 
you,  and  at  your  option  you  can  distribute  them  among  the  ditTcrent 
shifts* 

Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon,  of  the  Commodore  MeDonmigh^  can 
give  you  much  information  of  those  localities.    The  use  of  Folly  Kivcr 
may  be  of  great  importance  in  pending  operations. 
Respectfully^  etc., 


Commander  G.  B.  Balch, 

R  S,  S.  Pamnee^  Port  Royid-* 


F,  Du  Pont, 
Pear-Admiral', 


iepcrt  of  Peur- Admiral  Dn  Ponty  H,  S>  JVm\f/.  ^mg  the  return 

of  vessels  sent  7iorthfor  rrjHti. 

75.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

^  Port  Royal  Ifarhm\  S.  a.  February  U,  JS6S, 

^r     Sm:  1  have  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  steamers  Mohawk^ 

Madgk\  and   Ihtmfu^ia  are  broken  down.     The  Quoker  Vita  can  only 

hold  out  for  a  few  weeks  more.     1  have  no  vessels  to  take  their  place. 

Under  tlie  pressure  upon  me,  the  R/tode  hhind  not  having  come 

back  from  Hampton  Roads,  sent  there  to  tow  one  of  the  ironclads,  1 

have  been  obliged  to  detain  the  Lfjduna, 

May  I  ask  tlie  Department  to  send  mo  some  of  my  ships  ordered 

Cfoi"  repairs,  such  as  ihv   Bieinnlle^    Fhrida,  Alabama^  Warn- 
and    Ilahf 
Very  re^spectfullv,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 
'  ^  S.  F,  Du  Foot, 

Rear- Admirals  Cotrid^,  South  Ailantk  Bl^Mjkading  Squadrmu 
I.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nany^  Washington, 
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Comifhmulattyru  letter  from  Rear*  Admiral  Du  Ihnt^  U.  S*  Navu^  ta 
Amistant  Bmdell^^  U.  S>  Oxutt  Survef^^  regarding  the  rescue  oj  the 
transport  /fte€tm<r  Pilot  Boy. 

FliAGftHTP  \^ABAAH 

Pcrrt  Bayal  Ha/fh&r,  S.  a,  February  11,  mS, 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  February  3, 
rpporting  your  proceedings  in  tfie  execution  of  nij  orders  of  the  Slst 
ultimo,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  prej?sure  on  my  available  vessels, 
I  was  compelled  to  reque^st  you  to  carry  out. 

But  whether  in  the  discharge  of  your  more  legitimate  duties  of  the 
Coast  Sun^e3\  or  when  called  upon  to  perform  services  as  a  veasel  of 
the  squadron,  I  find  you  ever  ready  and  willing. 

Your  going  off  and  rescuing  the  transport  steamer  PHoi  Boy^ 
wholly  disabled,  belonging  to  General  Foster's  command,  finding  her 
at  sea  and  towing  her  13u  miles,  is  very  creditable  to  your  energies, 
and  1  presume  General  Foster  will  make  a  proper  acknowledgment  of 
the  same. 

Kespectfully,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont^ 

Rear-Admiral* 
Captain  C.  O,  BoutellEj 

ABsistcmtj  Coast  Survey^  U.  S.  Coast  Surtyey  Steamer  Bibb. 


Report  of  Rmr- Admiral  Da  Pont^  U.  S*  Namy,  rmarding  the  dispo- 
sitiOH  of  the  duahlcd  British  steamer  Ussian* 

No,  79*]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  12,  ISSS. 
Str:  a  British  steamer,  the  Osj<iiin^  in  the  employment  of  the  French 
Government  as  a  transport,  bound  to  Europe,  appeared  off  Charleston 
on  the  7th  instimt  in  distress,  with  her  engines  broken. 

The  French  officer  in  charge  asked  permission  to  go  into  Charleston 
to  be  repaired,  which,  however,  Captain  Godon,  the  senior  oflicer  pres- 
ent, would  not  permit,  but  informed  him  that  he  might  obtain  assist- 
ance at  this  port. 

She  accordingly  came  here,  and  as  there  are  no  means  of  repairing 
the  engines  here,  and  the  Army  not  being  able  to  render  any  assist* 
ance,  I  have  permitted  the  Mercedit/i  to  tow  her  north* 
Very  respectfully,  3^our  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont,      , 
Rear-Admiral^  Comd^j.  South  Atlantie Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVaity^  Washington* 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nrny^  referritig  to  the  dispth 
sitionofthe  K  S,  S.  Mereedita. 

No.  80.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  February  1^,  1S6S. 
Sih:  The  Mereedita  having  been  repaired  of  the  injuries  received 
from  an  attack  of  two  rebel  rams  or  ironclads,  off  Charleston,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  1  am  dispatching  her  to  Philadelphia, 
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The  Dcimrtnii^nt  has  Ih^pii  iiiformod  in  tny  previous  dispatrlios  that 
this  vessel  surrendered  U)  the  rebel  naval  force  on  that  ortusioii  and 
that  her  crew  and  officers  were  paroled  by  verbal  agreement,  the  enemy 

I  having  refused  to  tiike  off  the  crew  ana  officer.s,  though  nothing  wa^ 
paid  of  the  vessel  itself,  believed  by  both  parties  to  be  sinking. 
'The  rourt  of  enquiry  which  1  immediately  convened  to  enquire  into 
kll  the  circumstances  of  this  suri'ender,  and  jKirticnlarly  into  the  terms 
bf  the  parole,  have  not  yet  disclosed  their  investigations;  but  I  have 
BCTUiJulously  avoided  doing  anything  which  could  be  construed  into 
any  violation  of  those  terms  aa  understood  by  me.  No, change  htm 
been  made  in  her  armament,  nor  has  anything  been  removed  from  her, 
everything  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  Department, 

I  would  not,  in  sending  her  north,  let  her  tow  the  gunboat  Oftmm^ 

now  in  the  harbor  and  broken  dow^n,  which  vessel  I  desii'e  much  to  get 

to  a  navy  yard.     She  tows,  however,  an  English  steamer,   Omun,, 

referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  79,  1863. 

I  only  send  a  few  sick  in  her.     The  proceedings  of  the  court  <>f 

Senquir\'  will  be  forwarded  liy  the  next  mail* 
Very  respectfollv,  vour  obedient  servant, 
\  Rear-Admiral^  Cmndg.  Smith  Atldintic  Blockadmg  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretanj  of  t/w  N^cwij^  WaMngton^  D*  CI 

S^^^^of  Commander  Steedmm^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Ensign  Wood^ 
U.  S.  Gunboat  Paitl  Jones, 
St.  Szmon^  Ga,^  Fd^mary  13^  1S63, 
II  You  will,  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  cross  the  bar, 
proceed  with  the  Norfolk  Pael'd  under  your  command  to  Port  Royal, 
and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Reiir- Admiral  S»  F.  Du  Pont. 

rfara,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Chables  Steedman, 
Cojnmand-er  and  Senior  Officer  I^e&ent, 
cting  Ensign  [George]  William  Wood, 
Vommandlng  IL  S.  Schoim^^r  Norfolk  Packet. 


^  oj  vommanuer  fH^teeamamy  U,  o.  Jyavy^  to  A.€ting  Unman 
U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  U,  S.  echooner  Norfolk  Pacmt. 


Order  of  Conrniamder  Batch  ^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Lieut€nant- Cof/infumder 
Stevens^  U*  S.  Nwvy^  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charlestcn^  8*  Cu 


^^B  U-  S*  S.  Pawnee, 

^^^  OffStmo  M-et,  South  Carolina,  FAniary  IS,  1863. 

^P    Sir:  Tou  will  proceed  off  Charleston,  by  order  of  the  adiuiml,  and 
report  to  the  senior  officer  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully, 
^L  Geo.  B.  Balcth, 

^W  Commander^  U.  S.  Nam/^  and  Senior  Officer  Preaeni. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  F^mry  IS^  186S, 

Cbief  Ent^ineers  Stimers,  Faron,  s^eveml  hand^,  and  a  new  cylinder 
will  ^o  out  hy  the  Jfirf/  Sanfffrdan  soon  tus  they  ure  ready.  DirtH't 
the  ve.sfciel  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Try 
and  get  her  on  to-morrow  night. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Rear-Admiral  Paulding. 

Cmnmiindmit  New  Yt^rk  Natfy  Yard. 


Order  of  ths  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers^  U,  S, 
Navy^  tfy  proGeeci  &n  special  duty  to  Port  Royals  S,  C 

Naty  Department,  FSruary  IS^  186S, 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Port  Royal.  S,  C,  without  delay  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Du  Pont  for  ^^pecial  duty  connected  with  the  ironclad  istearn- 
ers,  raftii,  and  submarine  .shells  under  his  command. 

Upon  the  completion  of  these  duties  you  will  return  to  your  station 
at  New  York, 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmy. 
Chief  Engineer  Alban  C*  Stimers, 
~  U.  S,  Ncmy,  New  York. 


Letter  ^fromth^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Seeretaru  of  State^  tram- 
imtting  dhjmtchfrom  Rcdr- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Navy^  admsiruj 
tfie  wit fidrawal  from  Clmrlmtmi  Harbor  of  II,  B.  M.  S,  Petrd* 

Navy  Department,  Pebraary  13 j  2863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  vour  attention  to  the  accompanying 
dispatch*  from  Rear- Admiral  Du  l^ont,  and  particularly^  to  liis  sugges- 
tion m  reference  to  the  iraporttinco  of  the  I  etrel  not  being  permitted 
to  remain  in  Charleston  Harbor.  Your  immediate  action  in  this  mat- 
ter 18  respeetfully  requested. 

A  steamer  leaves  for  Port  Rf»yal  to-morrow  evening,  and  any  con)- 
munication  which  Lord  Lyons  may  desire  to  make  to  the  commander 
of  the  Petrel  will  be  promptly  forwarded  if  sent  to  you  and  thent^  to 
this  Department. 

The  dispatch  of  Rear-Adraiml  Du  Pont  and  its  enclosures  being 
confidential,  it  is  suggested  that  no  more  of  their  contents  be  commu- 
nicated to  Lord  Lyons  than  may  be  actually  necessary  to  effect  the 
object  in  view,  and  particularly  that  Captain  [John  F.]  lioss  may  not 
l>e  implicated* 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  dispatch  and  enclosures  as  soon  as  you 
haTe  finished  with  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Seeretary  of  State. 
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LMcrfrom  the  ASeeretari/  of  th^  Nwify  to  R&ir- Admiral  Du  Porit^  IT.  S, 
Navy^  reqardifw  th^  ref/ueM  of  ths  htiUTthr  the  'withdrawal  from- 
Charleston  Harhyr  of  K  B.  Ml  S.  Fetrd. 

Navy  Department,  F^)T%mri/  13^  1S6S. 
Sih:  The  Department  this  mornini^  received  your  confidential  Ai\ 
patch  (No,  70)  and  enclosure,  and  iniuiedintely  referred  theui  to  the 
secretary  of  State  and  requeated  that  action  ijliould  be  at  once  taken 
in  the  matter, 

L  A  cw>y  of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Seward  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  Very  rewpect fully,  3^our  obedient  s^ervant, 

^^L  Gideon  Welles, 

^^P  Seerefart/  of  the  Nwm/. 

P         Rear-Admiral  SA5fL.  F.  DtJ  Poxt, 
^^  Coindij.  South  Athmtie  Bloc\'ading  Sqwadron^  Port  Roy<d^  S,  C. 

^^K  Department  of  State, 

^^^  W(f^hingto?i^  Fehrmirij  13,  186S. 

I  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

this  date  and  to  return  the  papers  which  accompanied  it.  Lord  Lyons, 
whom  1  have  «eeii,  assures  me  that  the  .suggestions  of  Caiitain  Turner 
in  regard  to  the  wtthdrnwal  of  the /^(^^r^sT from  Charleston  shall  be 
complied  witiL 

In  my  interview  with  his  lordship  I  took  care  to  abstain  from  any 
unnecessary  reference  to  the  communications  from  the  Navy 
Department. 

I  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

I  Wm.  H.  Seward. 

I         Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^^  Secretary  of  ths  Wavy. 

^mOrde 

■    Na 

r       sn 


er  ofth'  Secretary  of  the  Nai^y  to  Rear-Admiral  Pa  Pont,  U,  S. 
thed4"      '     -  -         '    -         ,      ,  -  , 

derS/H.  B.  M 


I 


JViwy^  for  the  delivery  of  dispatch  from  Lord  Lyotis  to  tlhc  comnian- 


Navi'  Department,  Fehnmry  IS,  JS6d. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  sealed  communication  from  Lord  Lyons  to  the 
commander  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel^  at  Charleston,  which  you  will  please 
have  delivered  immediately,  as  it  is  prolmbly  directions  for  Imn  to 
withdraw  from  the  harbor, 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. J  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  etc., 

Port  Royal,  8.  C, 


H  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.  Nary,  rt^arding  tfie  dispo- 
Hition  of  the  vessels  of  his  aii/iuvafia. 

Flagship  Wabash 

Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  a,  February  15,  mS. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  positions  on  l>lf>pkade 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron: 
At  Georgetown,  U.  S.  steamers  jSebc^o  aud  CmiematigL 
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Off  Bull's  Bay,  U.  S.  S.  Lodma, 

Off  Charleston,  U.  S*  steamers  Xeic  Inmslde^^  Pmt^hatan^  Cana\ 
duigita^   Jlonmtmiic^    Flag^    Quaker    City,   Jainen    Adger^   Augusta^ 
/luron^  Menmhw;  schooners  G,   W,  Blunt  and  Amenm. 

In  Stono,  U.  S.  Bteamenu  J^avm^e^  Umidilfuj  and  (^frnmrpdr^e  JfcDon 
Qugfu 

In  North  Edisto,  LT.  S,  S.  South  Carolina-. 

In  St  Helena,  U,  S,  Imrk  IwHifiHher* 

In  Wassaw,  U.  S.  .steanlet^s  Pamaw  and  Marhleheud. 

In  Ossabaw,  U.  S.  steamers  Mt/ntmtl%  Sf-n^Uy  Wtmahickon^  and 
Dawn, 

Guaixiing  St  Catherine's,  vSapelo,  Doboy,  and  St,  Simon's  sounds^ 
U.  S.  steamers  Paul  Jones^  Pot^maka^  Madgle;  barks  Braziliera^  JFer- 
iiandhia^  and  inoi'tar  schooner  Ntn^folk  Packet, 

In  St.  Andrew's,  V.  S.  bark  Mmnhjht. 

At  Fernandina,  U.  S.  S.  Moh*tfpl\ 

In  St.  John's  River,  U.  S.  steamers  Nonm€h  and  tfncas. 

In  Port  KoyaK  most  of  them  undergoing  repairs  and  taking  in  pro- 
visions, U.  S*  S»  Wahmh^  ship  Veivnont^  steaniers  Weehawkeii^  Key- 
dmie  State ^  Pataj^HCft^  Wammitia^  Stettin  ^  Ottwra;  schooners  Para  and 
(J.  P.  WiUktius^  and  tugs  Di0^bdU^  Cidumhm^^  \iK  MJ\  Pettily  Hescue^ 
and  Danddkm.  The  U.  S*  b*  I*^lambeau  und  schooDer  JSopeare  uh< 
as  dispatch  boat«. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  piervant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Remr- Adinwal^  Comd^,  South  Atlantic  Blof^kading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  ^0uy<,   Wa.^/ifngtfm^  D.  CI 


I 


li 


Order  of  Bmr-Admiral  Du  Pmii^  IL  S,  Nary^  to  Acting  Yah 
Lieutenant  Kittredge^  U,  S.  IVavy^  mmrnanding  U,  S,  &\  Warn 
to  proceed  to  duty  at  St,  ^Vm<?/iV,  G^r. 

Fi^AGSHip  Wabash, 

Port  Boyal  JLwhw^  S,  C,  Pdrnmry  15 ^  1863. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wammitta  under  your  com- 
mand to  St.  SimonV  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  C. 
Stcedman,  senior  officer  present,  delivering  mailsand  packages  intendedj 
for  the  vessels  there. 

Before  leaving  you  will  send  in  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  of  your^ 
ship. 

Respectfullv,  etc,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Beur- Admired, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  KimtEDCiE, 

U.  S.  JS,  Wawisutta, 
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irport  of  Eear-Admiral  Du  Fbnt^  IL  S.  Navy^  rega/rding  the  K  S*  S* 

Wamsutta, 

I  No.  83,]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  C  Fehj^mry  10,  l%3. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Departuient  the  arrivul  here 
on  the  13th  instant  of  the  U,  S*  S.  Wammtta^  towing  a  derrick  vrs8el» 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  yervaiit. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
ReaT'Admi/raU  €omd(j.  South  Atlaniic  Blm-kadrng  tS^uadnm, 

Hod,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/i£  Nwvy^  Wmhingtofi^  D*  CI 


Seport  of  Com/fiand&f*  Bahh^   U,   S.  Nami^  regm'dmff  oondUian  of 

affairs  in  Stofw  Iidet^  South  Carmina, 

U.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 

Stono  Inlet^  South  Candina^  Ff-hnmry  I6\  18G3, 
I  Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  anchored  off  thia  place  on  the 
I  evening  of  the  12thj  and  8hould  have  come  in  at  high  water  next  eve- 
ning, bnt  a  stiff  breeze  from  the  N.  E.,  and  which  finally  incrt^ased  on 
the  14th  to  a  motlemte  gale,  i^aised  8uch  a  heavy  swell  on  the  liar  an  to 
render  it  highly  imprudent  to  attempt  to  croHH.  The  MeDonmiyh  eiiiJio 
out  yesterday  evening,  but  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  attentpt  it-^an 
oi>inion  in  which  I  was  strengthened  by  that  of  Captain  (lartield. 
Tnis  morning,  the  sea  having"  gone  down,  Captain  Garheld  brought  the 
Pawjue  over  the  bar,  carrying  not  less  than  12  feet  3  inches  of  water, 
and  we  did  not  tonch  bottom. 

I  dispatched  the  Ifnron  on  the  13th  instant  to  the  blockade  off 
Charleston,  she  being  at  anchor  outside  the  bar,  the  low  run  of  tides 
having  prevented  her  getting  in. 

I  have  received  much  information  from  Lieutenant-Comnmnder 
Bacon,  of  the  Vommodure  Mclhmamjh^  as  to  the  lociilitiesof  Inittcrjcs, 
etc.  The  design  of  the  reijels  seem  to  be  directed  to  strengthcMi  them- 
selves on  John's  Island,  and  perhaps  anticipate  an  iul\  a  nee  by  the  uhi 
route  from  Edisto,  If  this  be  so,  I  judge  from  your  instructions 
that  it  would  be  well  to  let  them  remain  under  that  belief.  From 
the  Folly  Island  side  w^c  have  but  little  information,  tlj<*ugh  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  enemy,  having  seen  the  reconnoitering  force  on  that 
island  when  General  Foster  was  here,  have  also  turned  their  attention 
in  that  direction. 

I  forward  Lieutenant-(.'ommander  Bacon's  rejKirt  of  the  capture  of 
the  haac  Smith,  The  detail  of  soldiers  under  Cajit^iirj  Kite  are  on 
l:K>ard,  and  will  be  used  as  pickets  on  Chile's  Island  as  soon  as  I  can 
place  them  there.  I  have  sent  a  picket  Ijoat  off  the  western  end  of 
that  island,  that  I  may  have  timely  warning  (if  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  This  has  been  done  heretofore,  and  is  a  judicious  arrangement. 
Very  i*espectf  ull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B,  Bau!h, 
Commander  and  Senim^  Offkrr  Prmmi, 

Bear- Admiral  S*  F.  Du  Pokt, 

Convdg,  S&vdk  Athntie  Blockading  Squadron^  f^rrt  Royid^  S.  i 
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Report  of  Commander  Armnen^  U.  S.  Na/vy^  mmmandm<i  U*  S.  S, 
l^Gtapseo^  rtgardiftg  the  cruise  of  that  ve^d  from  Hampton  Hoada  to 
Pwt  Royal,  S.  C. 

Ironclad  Patapsco^ 
Port  Rvyal.  S.  C,  Fehrtmry  16,  ISSS. 

Sm :  As  directed  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  podsago  of  the  Fat<ipHm  from  Hampton  Koatk  to  this 
lK)iiit: 

The  discretionarj^  orders  from  Acting  Hear- Admiral  Lee  enabled  me 
to  chooi^  the  time  of  mailing  and  to  put  in  if  deemed  advi^able^  and 
thus  avoid  possible  injuries  from  strest^  of  weather. 

The  oe8i^tion  of  w  gale  of  some  days'  continuanee  gave  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  leave  Hampton  Roads  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
in  tow  of  the  I\twn^4.u  Our  engines  during  the  passage  were  kept 
under  a  steam  pressure  of  a1>out  iiO  pounds,  and  malcing  an  average  of 
from  35  to  W  revolutions  and  a  velocity  a  little  exeeeding  i\  knots. 

At  2  p.  UL  of*  the  3 1st  Cape  Hattems  light  ho  re  al>out  noilhwest^ 
some  4  miles  distant;  water  smooth.  A  special  signal  was  made  on 
board  the  PftWfu:^.,  indicating  dangerous  son ii dings,  and  both  vessels 
were  shivered  to  port,  the  vessel  parting  her  hawser  fi'oni  its  leading 
broad  on  the  bow  and  striking  lignth'  once  or  twice — ^so  lightly  that  I 
asked  if  she  had  not'stnick,  not  feeling  certain  of  the  fact.  Finding 
the  vessel  atloat,  I  let  go  the  anchor  in  order  to  secure  our  safety  and 
to  enable  us  to  sound  out  the  channel  with  boats.  In  the  meantime  the 
Paimtte  bad  sheered  off  and  laid  in  7  fathoms  water.  Our  eoast  pilot 
came  from  her  in  one  of  her  boats  with  lead  and  line  provided,  wnich 
he  did  not  use,  an  omission  which  I  eonld  not  pardon,  and  which  led 
to  his  discharge  on  our  arrival  at  this  {x>rt. 

Following  a  boat,  we  sounded  onr  way  through  and  proceeded  on 
our  way  under  tow  without  further  difficulty.  As  the  pilot  went 
through  that  channel  from  choice,  and  as  it  is  the  usual  one  for  coast* 
ert*,  I  did  not  supi>ose  it  a  risk,  the  more  as  at  the  time  of  our  going 
through  there  were  several  other  vessels  in  transit. 

At  8  p.  m.  a  southwest  breeze  sprang  up,  and  by  11  blew  half  a  gale. 
It  then  gradually  subsided,  until  at  daylight  it  was  almost  calm.  The 
rapid  variations  of  the  barometer,  as  well  as  rise,  and  the  general 
appearance  showed  an  unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  I  determined 
to  go  into  Beaufort^  N,  C,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  at  5  p,  m.  of  the  1st 
Fcbmary,  Imt,  no  pilot  coming  off  until  dark,  we  anchored  aTid  *^ntered 
the  port  at  daylight  of  the  *^d,  when  1  reported  our  ari'ival  to  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Nav}^  and  statea  that  I  boped  to  leave  that 
evenintj,  and  made  report,  as  per  geneml  order,  in  relation  to  the  ves- 
sel having  struck. 

We  coaled  without  delay.  At  2  p.  m.,  when  on  the  point  of  leaving, 
the  pleasant  lunthwest  breeze,  thoujjfh  with  a  suspiciously  high  barom- 
eter, changed  to  an  easterly  gale,  which  blew  witli  great  violence  until 
the  6th J  when  the  sea  was  so  heavy  on  the  bar  as  to  cause  yet  further 
delay* 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  February  we  left,  again  in  tow  of  the 
Pamnet%  the  weather  graduallv  becoming  pleasatit  and  the  water 
smooth.  At  3  a,  m.  of  the  10th  we  anchored  near  the  outer  buoy  of 
the  Southeast  Channel,  and  at  8  a.  m.  came  ihXa}  this  port. 
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be  steadiness  of  this  class  of  Tcssel  in  a  seaway  Ls  remarkable,  [mr* 
.^^ed,  no  doubt,  by  the  disadvantage  of  a  great  strain  on  the  upper 
works.  Should  the  sponsons  now  being  placed  on  some  ves§el»s  of  this 
dftss  not  meet  the  expectations  of  the  Deimrtment,  I  will  be  pleai^ed  to 
preeent  some  ideas  in  relation  to  that  subject*  I  take  pleasure  in  stat- 
ing that  the  vessel  and  engines  appear  to  hi?,  well  built,  and  that  I 
believe  them  to  Ije  in  good  condition.  Some  ideas  in  relation  to  a  .sup- 
posed advantfigeons  mode  of  leveling  and  pointing  guns  in  this  class 
of  vessel  I  will  be  pleased  to  submit  to  you  upon  a  personal  inajpection 
of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

Daot*.  Ammen, 

Cmnmmider, 
Rear- Admiral  Saml,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


¥ 


Report  of  Conimand^ft  Reynolds^  U.  S.  ^atn/^  emnmanding  V.  S.  ship 
VerpwrU^  urging  the  need  of  store  kidk^jor  ordnance  material, 

D*  S*  Ship  Veemont, 
Pm4  Rot/al  Ifarhor,  S,  a,  Ilh*uari/  16,  IS6S. 

Sir:  Ever  since  I  took  command  of  this  ship  1  have  been  impressed 
with  the  difficult)^  which  attends  her  administration  as  an  ordnance, 
.hospital,  receiving,  and  store  ship,  and  have  endeavored  to  carry  on 
(thsBe  various  duties  without  allowing  those  of  one  department  to  inter- 
fere with  those  of  another,  and  without  endangering  too  ninch  the 
safety  of  the  vessel,  but  I  am  and  have  been  so  seriously  embarrassed 
in  regard  to  the  ordnance  matters  that  I  feel  compeUed  to  make  some 
representation  thereof  to  the  admiral  commanding. 

The  demands  for  ordnance  material  arc  so  numerous  and  so  constant 
that  to  observe  the  usual  precautions  of  the  serWce  in  receiving  and 
delivering  such  is  to  seriouslv  interrupt  and  interfere  with  the  daily 
wants  of  the  ship  herself*  l^ot  to  observe  them  is  to  incur  more  or 
lesB  of  risk. 

Hitherto  I  have  observed  such  as  were  practicable,  and  thus  far 
without  accident,  but  the  question  occurs  so  frequently  as  to  be  of  very 
great  perplexity.  It  would  be  of  no  moment  if  the  wants  of  only  a 
single  ship  were  concerned,  but  it  becomes  of  impoitance  when  the 
occasion  is  so  frequently  happening,  as  has  l>een  and  as  must  continue 
to  be  the  case. 

This  is  not,  however,  the  most  serious  difficulty.  The  loading  and 
the  unloading  of  shell — opemtions  always  attencled  with  liability  of 
explosion  in  despite  of  every  care— seem  to  me  to  involve  too  much 
risk  to  be  practiced  on  btmrd  this  ship  at  alL 

With  every  possible  precaution  that  can  be  taken,  shells  of  any  make 
will  and  do  explode  during  this  process,  and  if  such  an  accident  should 
happen  here  the  ship  would  probably  be  destroyed.  She  has  on  board 
too  many  wounded  and  sick  men,  her  own  crew,  and  a  valuable  amount 
of  stores— too  nnich  material  to  be  leopardized  by  using  her  also  as  a 
magazine*  If  it  be  at  all  practicable  to  procure  two  hulks,  one  to  be 
used  as  a  magazine  for  powdci-  and  the  other  for  loading  shell,  the 
safety  of  the  ship  and  of  this  important  material  will  certainly  be  much 
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more  assured  than  at  present     If  but  one  hulk  could  be  had  for  the 

latter  purpose,  the  risk  in  every  respect  would  be  very  much  lessened, 

I  present  these  sugffestions,  sir,  for  your  consideration,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  i^ervant, 

Wm.  RKn40LD8, 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coifwianding  South  Atlnnile  Bl^x^cadmg  Sqtmdnm* 


Report  of  Captain  Turner^  U,  S.  Ifav^y  rega/tdmg  a  hhjckade  runner 
ashore  near  Fort  Bea/wregard^  S.  V, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Chadestmi,  S,  il,  Februiiry  17,  186$. 
Admiral:  Upon  the  risinj^  of  the  thick  fog  which  has  been  prevail- 
ing here  for  several  days  f  discoveied  a  vessel  (a  steamer)  on  shore 
immediately  under  Fort  Beauregfard  (near  the  Moultrie  Hou.se)* 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  nhe  was  attempting  to  run  the  block- 
ade out,  as  her  head  is  downstream.  She  is  ni^ph  and  dry,  the  sea 
making  a  clean  bi^each  over  her  in  the  gale  of  yesterday.  I  doubt  if 
they  will  be  able  to  get  her  off  at  alb 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent  a  vessel  avS  near  in  as  was  safe  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  her,  but  in  consultation  with  Captain  Goiion,  who 
is  now  on  board,  and  my  pilot,  1  have  deemed  it  inexpedient*  It  is 
decided  by  them  that  we  could  not  approach  nearer  than  3  mile^.  It 
ivould  therefore  not  be  worth  the  attempt,  and  I  have  abandoned  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

T,  Turner, 

Captain. 
llear- Admiral  S.  F.  Do  Pont, 

Commmndimj  Smith  Atl^mtic  Bl'Cckadmg  Stfuad^ron* 


7rder  of  Bear- Admiral  Da  Pontj  K  S,  JVairi/,  to  Lieutenant-  (fom- 
mmiaer  Whiting^  U.  S.  Nanif^  mminanding  U,  S.  S.  Ottawa^  to 
l^roceed  to  New  lark  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyal  Harhor,  S,  C,  FSrmtry  17,  1863, 
Sm:  As  there  appears  to  be  no  probability  of  your  obtaining  a  tow 
north,  and  as  yoii  are  of  opinion  that  3^ou  can  proceed  safely  under 
sail  and  partly  under  steam,  you  will  leave  as  soon  n>i  you  can  prepare 
for  sea,  and  on  your  arrival  at  New  York  you  will  report  to  the  Navy 
Department  by  letter. 

You  are  aware  what  repairs  are  necessary  to  your  vessel,  and  I  can 
trust  to  your  well-known  zeal  to  hasten  them  forward  as  rapidly  a^ 
posaible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Font, 
[Bear- Admiral^  Comdg,]  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  D.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  Port  Royal. 


k    of  the  emfimanding  officer  of  the  steanuT  Eriemfm  refjardintj  thi  pas- 
sdge  of  that  iiemel  from  HampUyn  Roads. 
o.  87.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

PnH  Royal  ITaTbor,  S.  P.,  Fehi^nary  M\  18€S, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  tirrivHl  yesterday  of  the  steamer 
JiricsHOfu  having  in  tuvv  one  of  the  three  niftn  with  which  she  left 
Hanipti)n  Roads.  The  loss  of  a  fourth  raft,  which  occurred  previous 
to  ber  arrival  there,  hasjilreadv  been  conuinuiieated  to  the  Department, 
Enclosed  {marked  No.  1)  is  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieut4?n- 
ant  E.  IL  Faucon,  explaining  the  loss  of  two  of  the  said  rafts. 

As  the  steamer  Augusta  I)insniore  sails  to-morrow,  I  have  directed 
hinj  to  take  passage  on  her  and  to  report  his  arrival  north  to  the 
^^Dcpartment  by  letter. 

^B  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  ^  S.  F.  Do  Pont, 

^H  Rear- Admiral  J  Comdg.  South  Atlantw  Blockading  Squadron. 

^^    Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

^^  Secretary  of  lite  Nam^^  Waskington^  D,  C. 

^^B  [Enclosure.] 

^^^^  Steamer  Ericsson, 

^IP  Pi^rt  Rmjal,  Fehrmry  17,  1863. 

Stk:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  my 
passage  to  this  place  from  Fortress  Monroe: 

On  Tuesday,  the  10th  instimt,  we  weighed  and  steamed  to  sea  w^ith 
three  rafts  in  tow;  weather  fine*  At  6  p.  m.  Cape  Henry,  west  10 
miles. 

The  rafts  had  been  refastened  at  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  following 
manner:  One  end  of  a  1 4 -inch  chain  was  passed  down  through  the 
hawse  pipe  in  the  center  of  the  third  raft.  Drought  along  and  under- 
neath and  forward,  and  shackled  to  its  own  port  in  the  upper  side, 
thus  forming  a  running  eye  around  one-half  of  the  raft;  the  chain 
then  led  forward  over  the  upper  portion  of  the  second  raft^  down 
through  the  hawse  pipe,  and  then  forward  to  the  front  end;  a  piec^ 
of  li-mch  chain  was  then  shackled  to  the  port  near  the  hawse  pipe, 
brought  forward  and  secured  to  the  forward  end,  making  a  long  eye 
like  a  cut  splice,  and  preventing  the  chain  from  rendering  either  way. 

The  front  nift  was  secured  in  a  similar  manner  and  attached  to  t&e 
I      ship  by  four  it- inch  hawsers. 

'  A  hole  on  cither. side  and  at  the  front  end  of  the  firgt  raft  was  cut 

and  a  piece  of  t^hain  1*3  feet  long,  H  chain*  rove  through  it;  one  end 
of  this  chain  was  fastened  to  a  ring  bolt,  "1  inches  in  diameter,  and 
the  other  end' t43  a  hawser;  the  other  two  hawsers  were  shackled  to 
the  chain  amidships. 

The  rafts  were  fastened  5t)  feet  apart.  In  addition  to  the  above,  a 
liV  chain  connected  the  first  and  second  mfts  at  each  side. 

On  the  11th,  at  2:30  p.m.,  a  shackle  t^  inches  in  diameter  broke  in 
two  places;  stopped  the  engines;  lowered  a  b<Mt,  and  although  there 
was  an  ugly  sea  on,  washing  over  the  rafts,  and  making  it  very  difficult 
for  the  men  to  keep  their  ^et,  we  succeeded  in  having  everything  re- 
secured  by  5:30  p.  m. 
I  On  the  12th  it  blew  very  fresh  from  S.  E,,  and  at  sunset  there  was 
XL  large  sea  on.  Although  the  steamer  had  barely  steerage  w^ay,  mak- 
ing 4i  revolutions,  the  front  mft  buried  a  good  deal. 
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At  10:45  p.  m*,  the  steamer  lying  to  with  main  trysail  set,  the 
second  and  third  rafts  bruko  away  from  the  liri§t  and  wei-e  lost.  At 
this  time.  Cape  Hattcras  tere  N.  N.  E.^  40  niile^* 

A 8  it  was  blowing  hard,  with  much  sea  on,  nothing  could  he  done. 

On  the  following  morning  found  that  the  flagstaff  in  the  front  raft 
bad  washed  away* 

Before  leaving  New  York  I  had  a  flagstaff  14  feet  long,  with  a  red 
and  blue  flag  attached  to  it,  placed  on  one  of  the  rafts,  that  in  case  we 
had  to  slip  the  i-afts,  w^e  might  the  oiore  readil}^  find  them.  Having 
experienced,  when  ofi'  Cape  Ilenry,  bound  in,  tHe  advantage  of  thi«,  I 
put  similar  flags  on  all  the  raftB  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  gale  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  13th.  I  beg  leave  here 
to  remark  that,  with  my  present  experience,  1  think  it  impracticable, 
at  least  at  thia  season^  to  tow  rafts,  and  in  the  mildest  portion  of  the 
year  you  may  get  along  with  one  and  possibly"  two  rafts,  but  no  more. 

If,  when  it  blows  fresh,  you  keep  steerage  way  on  the  ship,  and  it 
is  impemtive  to  do  so,  the  rafts  will  bury  in  the'sea,  and  if  you  seek 
to  remedy  this  by  slowing  down,  your  ship  t)ecomes  unmanageable. 
With  the  wind  abaft  the  beam,  you  can  not  control  the  action  of  the 
wind  on  the  hull,  smokestacks,  and  spars;  and  if  under  such  circum- 
stances you  lessen  the  number  of  revolutions  made  by  the  engine,  the 
vessel  ceases  to  answer  her  helm. 

At  no  time  should  the  speed  of  a  vessel  in  towing  rafts  exceed  3i 
knots. 

I  have  had  a  most  anxious  and  difficult  duty  to  perform.     My  best 
efforts  have  most  assuredly  been  given  to  it,  and  no  one  can  regret 
more  than  myself  that  the  success  has  been  so  small 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  Fauoon, 
Acthig  Yolunieer  Lieidmant. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atluntde  BlochoMr^  Squadron, 


I 


Order  of  Jie^r- Admiral  Du  P&rU^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Vblunieer 
Liutenant  Fatwon^  JJ,  S,  Navy^  late  commanding  steamer  Mncsaon^ 
to  return  fwrik. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fori  lir/i/al  JTarhor^  Fehrimry  18^  IS6S. 
Sir:  Having  executed  your  trust,  you  will,  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  of  the  Department,  return  north,  taking  passage  in  the  steamer 
Augmfa  Dinj?more^  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navv  by  letter. 

I  have  read  your  account  of  your  passage  to  this  port  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  and  though  you  have  succeeded  in  bringing  here  only  one 
of  the  three  rafts  wim  which  you  left  the  Roads,  you  appear  to  have 
exercised  all  care  and  vigilance,  doing  your  duty  faithfully  and  well, 
the  loss  of  the  rafts  being  be3"ond  your  control.  I  have  forwarded  a 
copy  of  your  report  to  the  Navy  Department. 
Re^pectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Do  Pont, 
Hear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atl^ntw  Bh^kadmg  Squadron, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon, 

Steamer  Fricsson* 
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Letter  from  if  a;  Secretaryofthe  Aavy  to  Hear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  V.  S, 
Na'm^^regardin[fthej)repm*atwnforserm^^  U,  S.  S,  Caiskill, 

Confidential,  |  Navy  Department,  FSr^mnj  18^  1S6S, 

Sir*  Tho  Diipartraent  helieven  that  with  great  oxertion  it  will  he 
ahle  to  get  the  OtfHktU^  Coniniandcr  George  W.  Rodgors,  to  Port 
Koyal  ill  the  eourse  of  the  next  ten  day». 

After  tlie  attack  upon  Charleston  you  will  send  one  ironebul  l«iek  to 
Hamilton  Hoad>^  for  the  attack  upon  Wilmington.     The  others  to  he 
sent  as  previously  ordered. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Camdy,  Soutk  AtlaHtic  Bloekdt/,  Sfpmdron^  Pari  Hayal^  S.  C, 


¥ 


*liem&randuni  hy  Captmn  Drayton^  LL  S*  Nm^y,  of  information  given 
hy  two efmirmands  from  Thunderbolt  Battery^  Oe&rgia^  February  18^ 
1863. 

Are  both  employed  at  saltworks  above  Thunderholt,  at  which  plaee 
are  two  batteries,  mounting  each  four  guns,  and  they  are  now  employed 
extending  the  works. 

At  7  a.  UL  of  the  4th  the  small  steamer  Savannah  passed  by  and 
entered  Burnside,  or  as  they  call  it.  Skiddaway  River^  and  at  11  the 
/^7n<7^7/ followed,  but  not  entering  it  more  than  a  mile,  when  the  Savan- 
nah returned  and  the  Ftnytd  went  back  to  Thuntlerholt,  as  they  Bay, 
on  aeeount  of  the  report  that  the  Alontank  Idoeked  the  wa}'.  They 
say  that  the  bridges  over  Burnside  River  have  been  removed,  and  that 
the  story  is  the  Fimjal  can  go  through,  but  as  she  would  still  come 
out  bch>w  our  vessels,  was  afraid  to  try  it.  They  seem  to  think  that 
the  movement  was  made  to  satisfy  the  Savannah  ladies,  who  insistcsd 
something  must  be  done.  When  they  left  Savannah  yesterday  the 
Fint/af  was  lying  between  Fort  Jackson  and  the  city.  I'o  get  her  out 
it  wiis  found  necessary  to  blow  up  the  cribs  at  Fort  Jackson,  as  it  wjis 
found  impossil>le  to  otherwise  open  a  passage.  An  ironclad  was  to  l:>e 
launched  to-day,  and  it  was  said  then  Fort  Pulaski  would  be  taken. 
One  of  the  men  who  w^orked  on  the  Fingal  says  she  steams  very  well; 
draws  16  feet.  She  stayed  one  day  at  Thunderbolt.  The  channel 
through  [St,]  Augustine  Creek  has  1)een  rtlled  up,  as  known  to  our 
pilots,  and  a  new  one  dug  out  with  a  mud  machine. 

Sav  that  the  i>laeks  are  still  very  uncertain  as  to  how  they  will  be 
treated  l>v  us,  making  believe  the  story  of  their  masters  almut  being 
sold  to  Cuba,  as  we  are  only  fighting  to  get  cotton  and  niggers.  One 
says  he  was  deterred  from  running  awiiy  sooner  by  this. 

The  only  vessels  at  Siivannah  on  Fphruary  15  are  two  small  scboon- 
"W8.  One  has  fieen  there  a  long  time,  the  other  arrived,  passing  by 
Thunderbolt,  just  before  a  visit  made  hy  one  of  theni  to  Sav  an  nan  on 
the  *JlHh  .January;  are  quite  certain  no  other  vessels  are  there  except 
the  usual  river  steamers. 

One  of  the  ^fotitanFs  shot  or  shell  has  been  taken  to  Savannah.  AH 
blacks  have  been  taken  to  the  up  country;  none  are  left  within  our 
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rcjich.     They  were  obliged  to  send  up  for  those  to  repair  the  O^ee^bee  I 
Fort.     Tattnall  is  in  comniand  of  the  Fingal  and  Captain  Jones  of  the 
new  ii-onekd  ahout  l>eing  launched.     There  are  three  batteries  on  St* 
Augustine  Creek — one  at  ThunderboJt,  another  jit  Bonaventare,  and 
the  third  at  Causton's  Bluff,  whieh  is  opposite  TyJjee  River. 

Cass  Ills,  the  most  intelligent  of  the  two  contrabands,  has  been  a  fire-  i 
man  on  one  of  the  small  steamers  used  for  inland  navigation,  and  says 
he  is  a  good  pilot.     He  says  that  one  of  the  shots  thrown  by  the  Mar-  , 
Mehead  on  the  day  that  1  went  up  the  river,  fell  inside  of  the  Thun- 1 
derbolt  battt*ry. 

Forwarded  jfor  the  informatioD  of  the  Department. 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Hmr-Admtral, 

Order  of  Commander  Steedmun^  U.    &\  Nhvy^  to  Acting   Volunteer  ' 
Lieutenant  Kittredge^  U,  S.  Navy\,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wainmdta* 

U.  S*  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

St.  Simmi\  Ga,^  F^miary  18,  186$' 
Sm:  Yon  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta  under  your 
command  to  r>{)boy.     Acting  Master  Buckholdt,  who  will  accomj3any 
you  as  pilot,  will  place  your  vessel  in  position  as  directed  bv  me. 

You  will  please  take  the  Fenmndina  in  tow  and  place  lier  at  the 
entrance  of  the  sound. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  oticdicnt  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  l^*esent. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Kittkedge, 

Commanding  U.  S*  S^  Watnsutta* 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  IT,  S,  Nav^y^  regarding  the  effect  of 

the  enemy^s  s/iot  on  the  U*  S*  S*  Jfontauk, 

No.  91.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

r^}rt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  19,  1S63, 
Sm:  The  fleet  captain,  Commander  C:  li.  P.  Rodgers,  returned  this 
evening  from  Wasyaw  and  Ossabaw^  where  1  had  sent  him.  At  the 
latter  place  he  saw  Commander  Worden  and  examined  the  effects  of 
the  enemy's  shot  on  the  3Iontmtl\  One  result  referred  to  by  him  had 
previously  been  called  to  my  attention,  though  1  have  not  yet  reported 
it  to  the  Department,  I  allude  to  the  effect  of  shot  on  the  pilot  house, 
causing  by  concussion  or  percussion,  the  large  nuts  screwed  on  to  the 
bolts  inside  to  ^y  off  with  great  violence,  wrenching  off  the  end  of 
the  bolt  itself;  they  cross  the  pilot  house  and  rebouna  from  the  oppo- 
site side.  Thi^  renders  the  pilot  house  most  dangerous,  and,  indeed,  if 
often  struck,  untenable,  and  such  in  the  engagement  witla  the  Ogeechee 
battery  was  almost  the  case  on  the  Montauk^  nearly  ten  of  these  outs 
having  been  wrenched  from  the  bolts,  as  above  stated. 

Our  machine  shop  has  been  at  work  making  new  bolts,  and  Com- 
mander Worden  would  like  to  have  them  all  replaced,  but  they  are 
large  and  heavy,  and  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it.     We  are  also  pre- 
ring  a  screen  of  boiler  iron  to  go  around  the  pilot  houses* 
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It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  above  effect  was  produced  with- 
out the  round  head  of  the  bolt  outside  beiuij  struck,  hot  by  the  impai't 
of  a  shot  I  between  the  iiolts,  not  weighing  over  3*2  pounds ;  no  such 
eftei  t,  however,  w^as  produced  on  the  turret. 

Thinking  the  Department  would  like  to  have  these  fact^,  1  write 
them  in  haste,  to  save  the  mail. 

Very  respectfullv,  3'our  Qbedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral.,  Cortuig.  South  Atlantic  Blochadhvg  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nav^y, 


tier  fram  RiKn'-Aihmral  Fhi  Pont^  IT,  S,  Nitvy,  to  Captain  Dahl- 
gren^  Chief  ftf  Burmu  of  Ordnance^  furwarding  requimfion  for 
ammufntion. 

Flagship  W abash, 
Port  Royal  Ihrh^r.  S\  (l,  Frhnian/  19,  186S. 
Sir:  I  believe  we  have  ammunition  enough,  yet  it  seems  dithcult  to 
"nettle  down  to  a  conviction  of  this,  hence  a  requisition  for  more  is 
herewith  forwarchnL 

I  dej^ire  to  thank  the  Bureau  fur  it.s  extniordinurv  promptnesH  in 
meeting  our  demands  and  for  its  arrangements  at  Fortress  IVIonroe. 

Will  the  Chief  of  Bureau  give  us  his  experience  oi*  f*elief  ais  to  the 
penetration   into  brickwork  of  the  XV- inch  sliell  i     If  its  size  aiul 
weight  would  give  greater  results  in  proportion  tluin  lighter  shell, 
fewer  cored  shot  would  answer, 
Ke.spcetfully,  etc.. 


Captain  J,  A.  Dahlgren, 

Chiif  Burmu  of  Ordnarwe^ 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  Ad  mind » 


d^r  of  Rmv Admiral  Du  Pont^  IL  S.  A^nrg^  to  Cammamler  ZeRot/^ 
U*  S,  ^at*t/,  fofftmandfittj  IL  S,  S,  Key ,^1* no  State\  to  prov^^t'd  to 
St.  Simmi^Ji,  Go. 

Flaobiiu'  Wabash, 
Port  Roi/ol  narhm\  S.  C,  Fehrmri/i8I,  186S. 
Sir:  You  will  pitmse  proceed  t^>  St,  Siraon'8  with  the  Kriptone  State 
under  your  command   and  report   to  Conmmnder  Steedman,  senior 
officer  present^  for  blockading  duty  in  those  waters,  taking  with  you 
the  malls,  if  any. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  W.  E,  Le  Roy, 

IL  S.  S.  Eeystons  Stat^ 

N    W    R^VOL    13 43 


S,  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
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Attacks  FAnuinj  'J^U  1S6J^  uprm  Federal  flag  of  tnice  mrn/hu/  dis- 
patch  from  the  Britwh  nLULwter  to  th^  c*niittumdeT  of  IL  B*  ]\f*  "^ 
Petrd^  at  CJuirlestmi^  S.  C, 

Eeport  of  Eear-Admixal  Du  Font,  TJ,  8.  Hnvy,  trAniniittitig  report  of  LleiiteiiAnt-€k>n 

mander  Upthmft  TJ.  B,  HaTy. 

No.  yt).]  Flagship  Wabash, 

JWrf  RoyaJ  IlarfM^r,  S:  C,  FSrnary  ^,  ISCJ. 

Siii:  I  have  the  honor  to  oncloso  (marked  No.  1)  Lieutcnant-Coni-j 

mamlcr  .L  IL  ITpfcjhiir'H  n*m>rt*  by  wliieli  the  Drpartiiipiit  will  perceivt 

that  Lord  Lyons'  diHyMitt'h  to  the  commander  of  H,  B»  M.  S.  Petre^ 

was  delivered  inimediutely  after  it  was  received  hv  me. 

Very  reHpeetfuUv,  your  obedieiit  .servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
litor- Admiral^  Comdg*  SmtM  Atlantic  Bloctadtni/  Sf/nadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Navy ^   WmAtmjt^m,  D,  i\ 

[EncJcMUre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Pt^rt  Royal,  S.  CI,  February  23,  1S6S. 

Srit:  III  ol>edienee  iu  voiir  order  of  20th  in^tunt,  I  proeeeded  in  this 
ve!?sel  t(j  Charle!st<»ii  and  reported  niv  arrival  to  the  senior  oflit  er  off 
thut  poit,  lit  fir 80  p.  m.  of  the  same  Say.  On  the  following  mf»rni!ig, 
Fehmary  21,  I  got  iinderwav,  and  stiinding  in  toward  Fort  Sninter, 
with  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore,  anehored  near  the  \niv  and  tired  a  gun 
to  attniet  attention.  After  waiting  an  hour,  and  seeing  no  response 
to  my  ssignal,  I  got  underway  and  anehored  again  about  a  mile  from 
the  *^nore  along  Maffitt\s  ChannoL  A1:M)ut  thirty  minutes  after  anchor- 
ing, a  heavy  rifle  sht)t  was  tired  at  us  from  the  battery  at  Breach  Inlet, 
which  passed  over  and  very  near  our  deck.  This  shot  was  succeeded 
by  three  others  at  intervals  of  sume  three  oi"  fouriliiniites.  1  am  glad 
to  state  that  an  officer.  Captain  [J.  G-]  King,  from  Fort  Sumter,  who 
met  my  Hag  of  truce  an  hour  later,  disavowed  any  intentional  insult, 
and  gave  a  satisfactory  exYJlanation  of  the  tiring  upon  me. 

In  accordance  with  your  directions  I  delivered  to  C-aptain  King  the 
dispateh  from  Lord  Lyons  to  Conunander  Watson,  of  H.  B.  M.  S. 
Ptirrt.  and  also  the  messages  written  to  Lieutenant  C  unover.  Master 
Sheldon,  and  Kngineer  Pemble,  now  at  t'Mlumliia.  S*  C,  offering  to 
send  thcrn  any  moneys  or  clothing  they  might  fie  in  need  of.  The 
dispatcli  and  messages  were  ptditely  received  by  (/aptain  King  and 
Adjutant  Nain^e,  whu  a^'companicd  him,  with  the  ptomise  that  tliey 
would  be  duly  delivered,  and  that  when  replies  came  from  those  gen- 
tlemen at  Columbia  a  Hag  of  tnice  displayed  on  Fort  Sumter  would 
indicate  a  wish  to  comnuinicate,  at  which  time-one  of  our  vessels  eould 
go  in  and  receive  them, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoirr  obedient  servant, 

J.  H,  l^P^HUK, 
Lieutenant- 1  'amma^hder* 

Reur-Adnnral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comniundintj  Sauth  Atlrnitiv  Blockadmg  Sfputdrwu 
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Se|Kirt  of  Eear-Admlral  Dn  Pont,  U.  8.  IXzvj,  transmitting  Qorroftpondenoe  with  the  Con* 

federate  authoritieB. 


No.  137. 


Flagship  Waba8H, 

Pf^rf  Royal  Harbor,  S\  M,  Ifarc/*  10^  1S63. 


Silt:  In  ono  of  my  previous  dispatches  I  iiiforiiiod  thv  DepartmeDt 


that  the  Flamh 


Imd 


flag  <:jf  ti 


crossed  the  Charle^toti 
nk'iition 
Pefrefy  and  enclosed  Lieutenant-Coiiunander  L'pshrirs  report,  by  which 
the  Dt^purtnierit  will  perceive  that  his  vessel  was  fired  at  several  times 
by  the  rebels. 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  Captniii  Turner,  the  senior 
otficer,  sent  in,  demanding  an  expla nation,  and  the  reply  received 
(marked  Nos.  1  and  ^2).  These  have  been  detained  so  long,  nnder  the 
ex^jectation  that  the  further  eonjiminication  referred  to  in  the  lettei^of 
Bngadier-Oeneml  Jordan  would,  ere  this,  have  been  received. 

I  also  enclose  (marked  No.  8)  a  copy  of  a  printed  general  order, 
issued  by  the  authorities  at  Charleston,  which  was  sent  to  Captain 
Turner  witli  the  preceding  letter  of  (lenerai  Jordan. 

!Verv  respectfidlv,  vour  obedient  servant, 
S.  K  Du  Pont, 
Hmr-Adrnirtiiy  Vomdg.  Smdh  Atlantic  Bh^Audlnfj  Sqaitdron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary^  Wmhingt^m^  D.  (J^ 
Ifftto 


Ifffttor  ftttm  Capt&in  Tamer,  U.  S.  Navj.  lenior  offieer  off  Charletton,  to  Oeneral  Beamre- 
gardf  C.  B.  Army,  re  ^nesting  ezpIanation< 


U.  S.  Frigate  New  lRON«iDEa» 

Of  i%rHfHt4m,  S.  v..  Ft^ynmry2i,  1H6S. 

General:  Having  l>een  charged  by  Admiral  l>y  Font,  the  com- 
uuinder  m  chief  of  the  U,  8.  naval  forces  upon  this  coaj^it,  with  the 
duty  of  delivering  a  letter  from  Lord  Lyons,  the  British  ambiLssador 
at  Washingt^jn,  to  the  eamnnuider  of  the  English  war  ship  /*//v/,  at 
anchor  in  Charleston  Harbor,  which  wits  sent  by  an  otficer  from  the 
English  cmbasssy  direct  to  Pcu^t  lioyal,  I  have  the  himor  t*»  represent 
to  von  that  for  this  i>urpose,  ami  for  this  |Hirposc  only,  I  sent  in 
to-(lay  the  C  S.  S.  Fhuithtau,  ( Lieutenant l-Conunander  J.  H,  I'pshur, 

That  otficer  informs  n\^\  that,  in  oljedience  to  my  orders,  he  proeeeded 
to  the  entrance  of  Charleston  Harbor,  observing  all  the  forms  and  pre- 
cautions appropriate  to  such  an  o<'casion,  hoisting  the  white  Hag  at  the 
fore,  tiring  two  blank  cartridges  to  attrat^t  attention,  and,  taking  up  a 
po*^itit)n  sntKciently  nciir  ordy  to  set-ure  the  recognition  of  the  Hag  of 
tr'm*e,  anchored  his  vessel.  Very  soon  afterwards  a  shot  vfi\s  tired 
deliberately  iit  him  from  a  battery  on  shore,  and  then  three  others 
8Uccessively,  eaih  of  whiih  struck  verv  near  his  ship. 

As  1  entertain  ntjt  a  doubt  that  this  originated  m  some  mistake, 
which  I  can  neither  account  for  nor  guard  against,  and  as  by  an  arrange- 
ment entered  into  [between  Commander  Cpshur  and  the  officers  who 
met  him  under  that  flag  of  truce,  I  mwy  have  occtision  to  send  in  a  flag 
oltru(*e  again  in  a  few  days,  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  yonr  atteo- 
tion  to  this  occurrence,  not  doubting  that  you  will  be  glkd  to  avail 
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yourself  of  this  occasion  to  explain  it,  and  point  out  to  me,  if  such 
there  may  have  been,  anv  irregularities  on  my  part,  which  authorized 
such  a  violation  of  the  na^,  which,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been 
used  by  parties  at  war  wim  each  other  to  cover  and  to  promote  ac*t8 
of  necessity  and  comity,  and  often  of  mercy,  to  one  side  or  the  other, 
and  in  this  case  especially  an  act  of  disinterested  courtesy  and  accom- 
modation to  the  representative  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  at  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  Turner, 
Comvwdore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Commanding  General  of  the  Military  Forces, 

Within  the  Waters  of  Cluirlesto^n  Harbor. 

P.  S. — This  letter  has  been  detained  for  some  opportune  occasion 
to  send  it  in. 

[Endoreement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  (7.,  February  27,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Ripley  for  a  report  of 
the  facts. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

C.  S.  Army. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Jordan,  C.  8.  Army,  to  the  tenior  nayal  officer  off  Gharlettos, 
8.  C,  promising  investigation. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  F^brua.1^^,  1863. 
C5ir:  Your  coinniunication  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  received  in 
the  absence  of  General  Beauregard,  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
Confederate  States  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  I 
hasten  to  say  that  the  matter  presented  shall  be  carefully  enquired  into 
and  an  answer  given  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  must  further  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that, 
should  you  have  occasion  to  communicate  under  flag  of  truce  with 
these  headquarters.  General  Beaui'egard  desires  that  3'our  flag  shall  be 
sent  to  Battery  Marshall,  at  Breach  Inlet,  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Cir- 
fumstantes  make  it  proper  that  flags  from  your  fleet  shall  be  received 
at  that  point  alone  for  the  present. 

Kespectf ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Jordan, 
Brigadier- Gefieral,  C  S.  Army,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commodore  T.  Turner, 

Coniriiandiny  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  etc. ,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Ripley,  C. 


B.  Army,  regarding  the  navigation  of  Cliarleftto& 
Harbor. 


Hekjr^. 


LST    MiLlTAHV    niSTRK*I\ 

Dept.  8,  C,  (Ja,,  and  Fla., 
CiufdeMon^  FSru4ir\j  17^  2863, 


General  Orders,  1 

No.  8.  ) 

1.  Vessels  navigating  tht;  harl>or  will  avoid  parsing  through  Hog 
Island  Chaiin€^l.  between  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Sallivan's  Island,  and  the 
(*hannel  between  the  flats  east  of  Castle  Pinekney  and  Crab  Bank. 

2.  Hereafter  no  vessels  entering  the  port  at  night  from  abroad  will 
lie  allowed  to  pa.ss  Forts  Moultrie  or  Hiimter  until  daylight,  Tlu^ir 
eours4*  will  be  point-^d  out  by  the  coniinauding  offieer  at  Fort  Suniter, 
to  whieh  post  eaeh  vessel  will  be  required  to  send  a  boat  to  report. 

By  cH*der  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley: 

'  Wm,  F.  Nance, 

Aamstmif  Adjutant- (renerr/K  /'V/w/  Milftan/  Dittfrtrt. 


Bepert  of  Captain  Tnmer^  ¥.  S.  Havy,  senior  officer  off  Charleeton,  transmitting  additional 

explanatory  correspond ence. 

II.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Of  (imrleMoH,  K  C,  Afarrh  ^^  im^. 
Admiral:   I  have  the  honor  to  enelose  you  a  letter  fi'oui  the  military 
authorities  at  iliarleston    respecting  the  flag  of  truce   taken    in   by 
Commander  Upshur,  whieh  was  tired  upon;  also  a  copy  of  my   letter 
in  answer  to  it. 

Very  re-speetfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

T,  Turner, 

Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Vfimmtfndhu/  Sout/i  AiMnti*'  BltH^huUng  Sqnmlrfm, 

[EnclcMaresk] 

Hd*^r8.  Deft.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  FijOrida. 

VlMrLMmu  *^.  (\.  Miirrh  .U  2S6S. 

Sib;  In  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2l9t,  received  on  the  !^7th 
ultimo.  I  have  now  to  say,  after  due  investigation  of  the  subject,  that 
the  fai'ts  of  the  ease  appear  to  l>e  as  follows: 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  Fetu'uary,  1863,  the  U.  S,  S.  FhimfM^tu 
ar^peared  undirr  a  Hag  of  truce,  distinctly  visible,  making  her  way  in 
tnt*  dirri'tion  of  the  harbor,  as  if  wishing  to  <'oin[muiinite;  lH*ing  near 
enough  for  the  purpose  of  comiuun legation,  the  rouujiander  of  a  battery 
on  Sullivan^s  Island  tired  a  shot  as  a  notitication  to  the  vessel  to  come 
to,  which,  not  being  complied  with,  he  tired  three  other  shots  -not  at 
the  vessel,  but  to  stop  tier  course  and  to  make  her  desist  from  the 
i50undings  which  were  being  made  at  the  time  bv  a  boat  detached 
from  the  /^7rf//^/jrff?^  a  proceeding  deemed  alt4:»gether  irregular  and 
unwarrantalde. 

This  report  of  the  batt-er^^  commander  is  further  rorrolxjrated  by  the 
statement's  of  persons  at  other  points  of  view. 

LKespectfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  Jordan, 
BrignditT-  General  and  OMef  fi/Sfaf\ 
C/ominodore  T.  Turner, 
thmmundhig  U.  S,  jVttiHt/  Forces^  eti\,  *i^  Charh'^ion  Ilarhirr, 
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Off  ChirUMim,  S.  (\.  March  SS^  iS6S. 

General:  I  have  the*  honor  to  iM^knowli^ige  tht»  receiet  of  voar  cx>m-1 
muriicationof  to-tlay.    I  jshidl  send  it  iiiiineaiatety  toAomiml  Du  Pont' 
for  such  explanation  vls  Lieuteruint-Commander  Upshur  may  be  ahU* 
to^ve,  who  is  not  at  this  |j<jint  at  thi.s  moment, 

lam  i<arpn.'+ed  to  receive  this  version  of  the  affair^  because  my  tirst^ 
lieutenant,  who  ac*romi>Hnied  Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur  uponl 
that  oi'ca^ion,  assures  uie  thai  he  Is  unaware  of  any  boat  naving  left] 
the  Fhimhmu  excepting  that  in  which  Commander  Upshur  emliarked] 
to  mi*et  the  otKcers  who  came  out  from  Fort  Smnter  to  receive  him. 

There  is,  I  tiiL^^t.  some  mistake  on  the  pait  of  the  Confederate  officer  I 
who  tired  at  the  Fiiinth**ift,  She  was  at  anchor  when  she  was  fired] 
upon,  and  I  ff»el  assui't^d  tliiit  the  nice  jncnse  of  honor  of  Lieutenaut- 
tommander  Upshur  \u>uld  forbid  the  supposition  that  he  would  take] 
advantage  of  such  an  occasion  as  a  fla^of  truce  to  obtain  soundings  orj 
mrjuire  infoniiation  of  any  sort.  I 

As  Breach  Inlet  has  l*ecn  the  ix»int  designated  by  you  to  receive] 
flags  of  troic,  I  beg  to  Hsk  that  in  future  any  of  your  vessels  bearing 
that  flag  may  not  proceed  f»eyond  abreast  of  that  point,  where  I  wiS 
send  a  vessel  to  communicate  with  it  at  all  times  that  you  may  pl^isc 
to  send  one. 

I  "^hall  Im^  extremely  thankful,  if  an  opportunity  should  oceur  a^tn«  j 
that  you  would  inform  me  if  the  Unit4?d  States  naval  officers  who  are 
in  confinement  at  Colombia  are  in  need  of  money  or  any  assEi^tancel 
from  the  United  States  Government, 

Very  re.spect fully,  your  obedit^nt  servant. 

T.  TUENKK, 

Brigadier-Cieneral  Thomas  Jordan^ 

Chief  of  St4iff,  _ 


Eeport  of  Brig'adi6r-G«neral  Ripley^  G.  B.  krmf, 

Hdqrs*  l8T  District,  Deft,  of  S,  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charhston,  K  C.  Fi^iuirt/ 27,  JSUf. 

In  reference  to  the  conimunieation  of  Commodore  Turner,  com- 
manding blockading  s<|uailron  of  the  enemy  otf  this  port,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report: 

At  lh45  a,  m,  on  the  21at  instant  1  rec^?ived  from  the  comnianding 
officer  of  Fort  Sumter  the  following  telegram:  '"A  Yankee  steamer 
close  in  with  a  white  flag:     Looks  as  if  she  w^ished  to  communicate." 
By  my  direction  the  following  answer  was  returned:  *^Keep  her  ata  j 
prnper  distance/- 

Fiaving  occasion  to  go  to  Fort  Sumter,  I  proceeded  thither  and 
lcarm*d  that  white  she  was  coming  rapidly  in  several  shots  had  been 
lircd  from  a  fjattery  on  Sullivan's  Island,  which  had  the  effect  to  bring 
her  to  anchor.  1  sent  Captain  Nance,  assistant  adjutant-general,  writb 
Captain  King,  First  Regiment  Artillery,  to  meet  the  boat  from  the 
enemy's  steamer.  Captain  Nance  reported  on  his  return  that  a  boat 
was  to  deliver  a  letter  to  the  coraman(ler  of  her  Majesty'.>  ship  Petrel^ 
then  in  this  har!x)r,  and  letters  to  ccrbtin  prisoners  oiptured  in  the 
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*»7n 


Storio.  Thpsf  (Aiptuiu  Njiih'i*  roroivorl.  Tho  officer  of  tbo  enemy  wlio 
oonnmiiiiriitinl  with  h'nu  wsmtod  to  know  why  hin  An^  hud  Ueen  lired 
on,  to  which  Captain  Nunrv  rt^pli*^!  that  it  wils  to  hrinj^  him  to.  Cap- 
tniii  Nance  furtht^r  told  him  that  if  any  answei^  was  t^  be  returned  a 
white  flag  would  l>e  hoistetl  on  Fort  Sumter,  when  a  nhip  roiild  be 
sent  to  the  mouth  of  Matfitt's  Channei,  where  she  would  he  met  by  a 
lioat.  ThiN  ended  the  ronfereriee.  Upon  questioning  the  otlieer  com- 
inancling  the  battery  from  which  the  *soot*s  were  tired,  he  informed  me 
tliat  he  Haw  the  tiag  borne  by  the  Fhimhtau  wrfeetly  well,  and  also 
saw  her  boat  out  taking  HoiindingH,  and  that  ne  tired  tlie  shots  jis  a 
notitication  that  the  vessel  wan  to  eouje  to  and  eeiise  thjit  proeetHling, 
and  that,  as  it  was  n<>t  done  until  the  fourth  8hot  had  been  tired,  had 
the  boat  not  sti^pjx'tl  tljc  sounding  he  intended  to  open  his  whole  bat- 
tery directly  upc^n  the  vessel  witli  accurate  aim.  Flis  information  as 
to  the  taking  of  soundings  was  cor rolw rated  l*y  reports  from  other 
points,  and  as  the  enemy  had  shown  no  disposition  to  c  omnuudcati^  Uy 
flag  of  truce  until  it  is  notorious  that  it  is  their  intention  to  attack  if 
they  feel  strong  enough,  and  the  proceedings  (>f  the  l>oatof  the  Fiam- 
h*^4iu  looked  very  mucn  indeed  as  though  the  enemy  was  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  occasion  to  reeonnoiter,  1  approved  the  proceedings  of  the 
otheer  who  fired  the  shots,  and  have  reiterated  the  orders  tu  allow  no 
reconnoissance  under  any  pretext  w^hatever.  I  have  further  respect- 
full  v  to  suggest  that  la^  oflicerH  of  neutral  nations  never  have  been 
tuediums  or  communication  for  the  authorities,  military  uv  civil,  of 
this  Confederacy,  the  practi<T  of  allowing  tlie  enemy  to  i'onnuunicate 
with  this  port  by  flag  of  tru(*e  on  any  pret4*xt  whatever  at  the  present 
juncture  should  be  put  a  stf^p  to. 

I  am,  very  res|xsctfully,  your  oljcdient  seiTant, 

R.  S,  Ripley, 
// /' Hjf filler-  (re7t entl^  (  hw  ta  ft  nd/wf. 
General  Thomas  Jordan, 


Repfirt  of  Commander  Bale  ft  ^  {^,  *S,  Navt/,  senmr  ojfie*^  in  Simm  fnlH^ 
reganllng  tijfatrtt  in  thit  vleinity. 

U,  S.  Steam  8loop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inl-et,  Stfui/t  Camlina^  Fef/f-nanj  23^  1S6J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  this  vicinity.  On  the 
nth  instant  I  went  up  the  Stono  River  a  short  distance  in  the  0*m- 
'moflm'*'  MvI)onitn4jh^  but  could  discover  no  other  l>atteries  than  those 
already  known  by  Lieutenant *Comuiander  Bacon.  By  my  permission 
he  tired  a  shell  at  a  house  in  Legar^ville  from  his  10U-ix>under  rifle 
gUD,  but  it  brought  no  reply  from  the  batteries.  I  have  made  no 
reconnoissjmce  up  Folly  River,  being  desirous,  as  I  intimated  io  my 
last  report,  of  keeping  the  enemy  ignorant  of  our  having  any  designs 
in  that  direction.  Signal  lights  were  made  last  night  between  C<)Te\s 
Island  and  Legarevilh%  but  1  think  it  likely  they  w^ere  made  by  a 
|>artv  (sent  out  to  reeonnoiter  on  Cole's  Lslund  for  the  purptjse  of  cap- 
turing our  pickets  on  that  island.  T  send  a  picket  ix»at  to-night,  as 
usuaL  The  coal  schooner  has  not  arrived.  Coal  is  needed  for  the 
Mcfhmmtgh  and  Ihiadiif^f. 

1  have  granted  permission  to  the  paj^'master  cjf  the  Unadllh  to  go 
to  Port  Royal  and  8ee  vou  in  reference  to  a  short  leave  on  aiM30unt  of 
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lUneds  in  his  family.    Should  you  decline  to  graDt  bU  request,  he  is  to 
return  by  the  buoy  schooner, 
I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  on  this  statioD. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Corrvmander  and  Sen* or  Officer  Present. 

'Rear-Admiral  S.  R  Dv  Pont, 

Comdg,  South  Atkmtic  Bkfekdg,  Squadron^  P&rt  Royal^  S*  C* 


Capture  of  the  schooner  BelU  in  Sapdo  Sounds  O&orgia^  F^nmmy  S3j 

1S6:L 

B«port  of  Acting  VoLiint^ar  LieaUnant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navyf  GOmmaxidliig  U.  S.  8.  Potomska. 

LL  S.  S.  rOTOMSKA, 

Sapplo  Sound,  Fei^rimrt/  ^,  1S6S. 
Sir:  Shortly  after  daylight  yesterday  uiorning  I  captured  the 
British  schooner  Bdltu  of  Nassau  (forujerly  the  Alligator^  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C).  When  first  seen,  ^ihe  wa8  anchored  close  inshore,  about 
5  mile^  .south  of  this  point,  having  run  in  during  the  night,  the  wind 
being  N.  N.  W.,  and  modei^ate. 

She  is  from  Nassau  and  pretends  to  be  bound  to  Port  Royal.  The 
i-eal  object  of  the  voyage  is  clearly  shown  in  a  paper  found  in  the 
baggage  of  the  master,  being  an  agreement  between  him  and  the 
owner,  and  signed  by  both.  That  ana  all  other  documents  found  on 
board  are  in  the  custody  of  the  pi4ze  master,  Acting  Master  A.  West. 
The  vessel  being  small  and  in  rather  poor  condition,  I  have  sent  her 
direct  to  Port  Eoyal  without  communicating  with  the  senior  officer  at 
St,  Simon^s. 

'     Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Budd, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut  man  f,  (*fmimandmg  PotomsJca, 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Attantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  af  Eeat-Adniml  Bn  Pant,  V,  S.  Navyt  Cranimitting^  report  of  a  board  of  officer!  on 

tke  conditioii  of  tho  prise. 

No.  110.]  Flagship  W^abash, 

Port  Roy  fit  Ilarhw\  S,  C.March  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture*  on  the  morning  of  the 
I23d  ultimo,  of  the  schooner  Bdie^  of  Nassau  (said  to  lie  formerly  the 
All!gfftm\  of  Charleston),  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Potomska^  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  W,  Budd,  commanding,  blockading  in  Sapelo  Sound, 
Georgia. 

When  first  seen,  she  was  anchored  close  inshore,  having  run  in  dur- 
ing the  night,  the  wind  being  N.  N.  W,,  and  modenite.  She  wits  from 
Nassau  and  purpoi-ted  to  be  l>ound  to  Port  Koyal^  but  there  was  found 
among  the  papers  in  the  baggage  of  Richard  H.  Eccles,  the  master,  a 
written  agreement  between  hitn  and  the  owner,  F.  Opdebeeck.  who 
was  alsooTi  board,  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  fhlh  was  brought  into  this  port,  and  1  ordered  a  survey  to  deter- 
mine the  feasibility  of  sending  her  north.     The  report  of  the  board  is 
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'herewith  enclosed  (mtirked  No.  1),  deciding  that,  under  all  the  ciivuiu- 
stauces  of  the  case,  the  vesssel  can  not  proceed  to  a  Northern  port. 

The  voHsel  has  been  appraised  at  f80(i,  and  an  inventorv  taken  of  her 

[cargo,  all  of  which  appears  in  the  report  of  the  iMiitird  of  survey.     Ihe 

[cargo  (coffee  and  salt)  nas  Ijeeii  tmnsshipped  to  the  schooner  Simprnm^ 

'bound  to  New  York,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Abner  West, of 

the  Pidtmiska.     The  captain  of  the  Belle,  Richard  H,  Ecclv^s,  goes  also 

in  the  Simmmu     The  other  pei^ons  captured  on  the  prize  will  be  8ent 

north  by  tlie  first  opportunity. 

A  list  of  the  othcers  and  crew  of  the  Poto/ftj^hi  \h  herewith  forwarded 
(marked  No.  2). 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edieut  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear 'Admiral^  Camdg,  South  AtUinttr  Blm^kading  St/iutdrmi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeret4iry  of  ike  Namf^  Wimhingt^nu 


Btport  of  board  of  survey. 

PoKT  Royal,  March  i,  1S'6S, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  March  2  t^>  hold  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  on  the  prize  schooner  Belle^  taken  hy  the  I^ffam.shi^ 
and  report  upon  the  feasibility  of  sending  her  north  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  if,  in  our  opinion,  she  should  not  l)e  sent  to  a  Northern 
port,  to  make  an  accurate  appraisement  of  the  value  of  her  hull,  tackle, 
furniture,  etc.,  and  take  a  careful  inventory  of  her  carj^o,  we  be^  leave 
to  re|>ort:  That  as  it  will  i>e  necessary  to  remove  from  her  cabin  a 
portion  of  her  mrofo  to  make  acconinjo<lfition  for  her  prize  otiicer  and 
crew,  which  will  so  atfect  her  trim  as  to  render  her  imseaworthy,  we 
do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  send  her  to  a  Northern  port  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  We  value  her  hull,  sails,  tackle,  furniture,  etc.,  at  ifsmi 
Her  cargo  conaists  of  55  Imgs  coffee,  101  sacks  salt,  4  barrels  citpperas, 
4  boxes  matches,  1  f>ag  sundries,  all  in  damaged  condition* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

T.  Stftes, 

Acting  Jfastrr, 
A.  S.  Gardner, 

Art  hi  g  MitHtef\ 
Charles  Boaudman, 

Rear-Admiral  8.  F*  Du  Pokt, 

Cofumnmlhg  South  Ailiintiv  BlfM^kadmg  Squadrofi. 


^epo^rt  of  Bt or- Admiral  Du  Pmt^  IL  >S.  Navii^  trmisniitting  report 
reoardmo  the  namaoe  of  (he  U.  S,  irotivlad  Mihunt  from  Ilampiofi 


reganiing  the  pamage  of 
Rouih  to  Port  Royal^  S.  C. 

Jo,  92.] 


npiofi 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  ![arhm\  S.  C,  Fdyrum^  H.  ^S^'^* 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  on  the  20th  instant 
rf  the  U,  S,  S.  St^te  of  Georgia,  having  in  tow  the  U,  S.  ironclad 
oer  NaJuiuL 
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Enctosed  (marked  No,  1 )  is  CVtmrnander  Downes*  report  of  the  pas* 

Htijfi^  of  the  Nahaitt  fniin  HnriiptoM  KontlN  to  this  port. 

The  Sttrte  fff  Ot^mjht^  in  |>nrsu!iiiri^  of  the  ordei>^  under  whifh  she 
arrived  here,  left  thit*i  iK>rt  venterdav  to  rejoin  tht*  hlockadinjsr  force 
off  WihiHiigtoii,  N,  C. 

Very  respeetfullv,  vour  ol»edieiit  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admifud^  Omi^<fn  Sfmth  Afhtitttv  liit^^hiding  Sfttadrofi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

JSecretnnj  *{f  the  Nitnj^  Wtiji/iifif/fitft,  iK  (\ 

[Enf'IfWJiro.] 

U.  S,  iRONcijiD  Steajher  Nahaxt* 

/hrt  lim/ftf,    ^uhrnanj  W,  1SG3. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at 
Port  Royal  in  good  eondition  thiw  day  at  10: -tO  a.  ni.,  after  a  passage 
of  three  days  and  tifteen  and  two-thirds  hours,  frouj  Ca[>e  Henry,  expe- 
riencing during  the  tirst  part  of  the  passage,  until  we  had  passed  Cape 
Feaiv  rough  and  hoisterous  weather,  from  whieh,  however,  we  suffered 
no  injury,  though  the  forward  ovei'hang  thuntped  heavily  on  the  head 
seas  off  Hatteras,  shaking  the  vesse!  very  nuieh.  The  decks  leaked 
badly,  and  considerable  wuter  forced  its  way  under  the  turret,  whetting 
the  belts  of  the  blowers,  causing  the  l>tdts  to  stretch  aiid  break  or  tear 
out  their  lacings,  putting  everybody  to  serious  inconvenience  for  want 
of  air  l>elow%  besitles  causing  instant  depression  of  steam  by  stopping 
draft  of  the  furnat^es  by  constantly  necessitating  the  stoppage  of  the 
blowers  to  rejmir  damages  to  the  belting.  To  guard  against  future 
eontiugencies  of  the  kind,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  require  for  a 
couple  of  sets  of  gutta-percha  belts,  and  recommend  that  all  vessels  of 
this  class  be  supplied  with  them  before  proceeding  to  sea* 

I  did  not  communicate  with  the  bloi^kading  squadron  off  Charleston, 
as  your  order  of  the  12tb  instant  directed  me  to  do,  as  Commander 
Armstrong,  commanding  the  Siafe  of  Oeo/yia^  upon  consultation, 
before  leaving  Hampton  Roads,  coincided  with  me  in  the  opinion  that 
your  subsequent  telegraphic  order  of  the  i5th  instant,  "'uottostop 
on  the  way  if  it  could  possibly  l>e  avoided,"  forlmde  our  losing  any 
time  to  do  so,  which,  as  we  passed  Charleston  in  the  night,  must  have 
been  the  case  had  we  stopped  to  communicate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 

Omnfnandei\ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretan^  nf  (he  Nainf^  WasMiif/foru  D,  C, 


Capture  of  the  schoaner  GImP  hj  tJie  U*  S.  deamrr^  Pa^miic  ami  Marhh- 
h^4ttl,  at  entmnee  of  Tiihi  e  Rivei\  South  Carol  ha,  Fehntary  23^  ISGi, 

Eeport  of  Ee&r-AdmirBl  Dn  Pont  IT.  8.  Favy. 

No.  l\\±\  Flagshit  Wabash, 

Pnrt  Rm^at  I/art*rn\  S\  C,  March  i,  ISGS. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  day  light  on  the  morning  of 
the  2M  Februarv  a  small  schooner  was  discovered  from  tlie  U.  S.  S, 


J 
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!  to  b^  iLshare  at  the  entrance  of  IV bee  Creek^  one  of  the  shal- 
lower otttlet:^  of  the  Savannah  River.  Signal  was  immediately  nmde 
to  the  gunboat  Mttrfji^fuud  to  chase.  On  approaching  as  near  as  viv^ 
safe  with  hiB  ves^^eL  Lieutenant-Comuiander  Scott  found  her  to  be  the 
schooner  Gllde^  of  and  from  Savannah,  once  a  pilot  btmt,  having  on 
lx>ard,  as  reported,  72  bale^  of  t^^tton  and  a  crew  with  officers;  of  seven 
persons. 

All  papens  bad  been  destroyed,  but  the  de-^tination  of  the  vessel  wae* 
said  to  be  Niussaa*  No  flag  had  been  hoisted,  but  an  EnglLsh  one  wh2« 
found  on  board. 

The  Glfiie  was  sent  into  thi^  port  by  Oaptain  Drayton,  and  it  was 
found  necessary,  by  a  report  of  a  board,  hei'ewith  enclosed  (marked 
^fo.  1),  to  remove  from  her  cabin  7  bales  of  cotton,  in  order  to  give 
neoesaary  accommodations  to  the  prize  otBcers  and  crew  who  were  to 
take  her  norths  and  also  3  bales  from  her  deck,  liable  to  be  damaged  at 
sea*  These  have  been  transshipped  to  the  st^hooner  J.  J,  Sj)enctf\ 
Jame^  Swain,  |r,,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  Enclosed  is  the  bill 
of  lading  (marked  No.  2). 

1  have  ordered  the  Glid^to  Philadelphia,  in  charge  of  Masters  Mate 
D*  S.  Gross,  of  the  MarbWi^nd,  and  .send  in  her  T.  repper,  part  owner 
in  the  prize  and  her  cargo,  it  not  being  considered  safe  to  send  Cap^in 
William  Perry  and  any  of  the  crew  on  board.  They  will  go  north  by 
the  first  opixirtnnity. 

Among  tne  pei*sons  taken  on  the  Glide  was  one  G,  A.  Luce,  a  pilot 
in  these  watei*s,  and  I  send  herewith  his  certificate  and  oath  (marked 
No.  3)  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States.  1  also  forward  for  the 
disposition  of  the  Department  a  buudle  of  private  lettei-s  (marked 
No.  4),  taken  from  the  ))aggage  of  the  officers  and  crew,  most  of  which 
are  directed  to  parties  in  the  North, 

Lists  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  U,  S»  iriteaniers  Passaic  and 
Marblehead,  entitled   to   share   in   the  prize,  are  herewith   enclosed! 
(marked  Nos.  5  and  t>), 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  B.  F.  Du  Pont, 

liear-AdmimL  Comd^,  South  AtlmUic  BJockadini/  Squadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreiari/  of  the  Nav}j^  WiuhlngUm^  D,  C\ 


Boport  of  Ga^ptain  nmytcn,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommandizig'  IT.  S.  S,  Faasale. 

U.  S.  IjtoNCLAD  Passaic, 

Wassaw  SfMdid^  Februanf  ii?4,  1S6S, 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  at  daylight  yesterday  morning  a 
schooner  was  discovered  from  this  vessel  to  be  ashore  at  tlie  entrance 
of  Tybee  Creek.  I  iiiimed lately  signaled  the  Marhlrh^^od  to  chase,  and 
Lieutenant  Conviiianding  S(H>tt  having  approached  as  near  as  it  was 
prudent,  foimd  her  to  hv  the  nilot  hoiit  schooner  (rlkh^  of  and  from 
Savannah,  hound  to  Nasstui,  [\'ew  FrovidenceJ.  A  statement  of  the 
cargo  and  crew  I  em'lose  herewith.  No  flag  was  hoisted,  although  an 
English  one  was  found  un  hfiard,  and  all  papers  were  destroyed* 

You  will  perceive  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant-iVrmiuander  Scott 
that  a  boat  from  the  surveying  schooner  Qmfh/f^  which  was  lying  just 
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below  us,  very  improperly,  I  thinks  weDt  on  boards  and  her  commanding 
officer  afterward**  reported  to  me  that  he  had  c-aptured  the  vessel,  and 
on  my  remarking  that  he  coidd  not  make  a  capture,  at  leiust  under  the 
exitjtmjf  circum^stances,  talked  alK>ut  referring  the  matter  to  Congress 
and  also  writing  to  3^ou,  as  he  evidently  appeared  to  look  upon  the 
schooner  jis  his  property,  almost. 

As  I  gather  trom  conversation  with  the  persons  on  boani.  it  had 
been  the  intention  to  run  the  67/V/^  directly  down  Wilmington  Rivi^r 
and  by  us,  trusting  to  escape  notice  in  the  dark,  as  they  say  that  a  small 
schooner  succeeded  in  commg  by  our  vessels  safely  and  without  causing 
alarm  a  little  before  my  arrival  here,  and  this  I  ciin  well  believe,  satis- 
tied  as  I  am  that  for  a  really  strict  blockade  and  one  which  could  not 
be  passed,  a  great  many  more  vessels  will  be  required  than  you  could 
possibl^^  sjmre.  The  PaMiaic  is  entirely  useless  except  to  prevent  for- 
cible intervention,  as  her  gmis  could  not  be  turned  on  a  vessel  |)tissing 
in  time  to  be  of  any  use,  and  from  my  trials  in  this  iiver  I  am  satis- 
tied  that  4  knot^  is  the  ordinary  limit  of  speed  in  still  water.  1  have 
also  been  informed  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  which  was  very 
foggy,  a  8mall  steamer,  culled  the  St,  Jo/ou  went  to  sea  by  the  channel 
attempted  by  the  GIhL'^  as  she  is  a  vessel  a  little  larger  only  than  the 
Dmimgton^  and  consequently  dniws  very  little  water.  I  am  satistied, 
after  con versjit ions  witn  the  pilot,  that  a  vessel  of  the  size  of  the  Mar- 
hiehfad^  anchtued  anywhere  off  the  entnince  of  Tybee  Creek,  would 
do  scarcely  anything  t^jward  l>locking  it  up,  and  if  taken  away  from 
where  nhe  now  is,  would  only  open  the  better  channel  of  Wilmington 
River,  which  would  be  found  out  very  soon*  The  only  effective  method 
of  stopping  the  Tybee  Creek  entmnce  is  either  to  place  obstructions 
[there]  or  station  a  vessel  at  the  linuich  which  goes  up  to  Causton^i* 
Bluff  on  the  St.  Augustine. 

The  St.  John  will  probably  attempt  to  run  in  about  the  8th  oi*  llith 
of  March,  and  I  would  suggest  that  some  preparation  be  made  to  stop 
her.  A  vessel  well  up  in  Tybee  Creek  would  utidoubtedly  be  the  surest 
mode  of  effecting  this,  and  I  think  the  only  one- 

On  the  llHh  I  went  up  to  within  sk^ht  of  the  batteries  at  Thunder- 
bolt and  could  perceive  no  change.  The  pilot  of  the  Glid^  informs  uie 
that  a  little  beyond  where  I  ancliored  the  channel  is  obstructed  by  live 
oak;  his  schooner  was  lying  a  little  l>elow,  and  ha  thinks  would  have 
attempted  to  run  hy  us  in  the  WilmingtoTi  River  that  night  had  they 
not  l>een  startled  at  our  coming  up,  which  induced  a  change  of  plan, 
which  eventuated  in  their  capture.  The  pilot,  Mr,  Luce,  is  a  North- 
ern man,  but  not  to  be  trusted,  lieing  to  me  evidently  stixmg  secession. 

Accompanying  this]  send  the  report  of  Lieutenaut-Comuiander  Scott, 
as  well  as  a  list  of  the  crew  and  cargo,  and  other  things  found  on  Ixmrd, 
which  J  have  entrusted  to  the  captain  of  the  Btmttm^  anuv  transport. 
The  Glide  I  shall  send  to  Foit  Royal,  on  her  way  to  Philadelphia,  if 
you  think  it  proper. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Captain^  Sefu'or 

liear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Umnmundtng  South  Atkmtic  Blockmling  Sqwuiroti, 
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Report  of  Lieatenant-Comniaoder  ftcott,  U.  S,  Hatj,  comoiiuidinK  U,  8.  i.  Marblaheail. 

Wilmin^ifm  liiver^  Oetrnfia^  Frhruanj  SS^  /cV6*X 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  (>  a.  m,,  in  obedienco  tcj  nig* 
nal,  1  ijot  underway  and  :^tood  for  a  »clKH»nor  which  was  hard  iind  fa^t 
as^hoiv  on  the  north  .side  of  Cabhat^^t*  Inhmd  tint  in  ulMiyt  4  fiH*t  of  water, 
and  which  proved  to  be  the  pilot  boat  W/fA%  uf  aiid  from  Savtiniiah, 
loaded  w  ith  cotton.  She  grounded  at  1 :  W  this  rnnrtiinLf,  while  att<*nipt- 
ing  to  evade  the  blockade*  I  went  a  ^xmi  fin  hoarH.  aiicl  after  some  time 
sueeeeded  (with  the  assistance  of  sails)  \i\  hatilin^^  ln^r  olf,  t^K^k  her 
in  tow  and  brought  her  to  this  anffitinip'.  No  (Hioi^rw  (whip'x)  wore 
found,  they  having  been  thrown  overfwrnrd  after  strikinj;^. 

I  have  had  an  luventory  of  cargo  and  ship's  property  taken,  a  copy 
of  which  is*  herewith  enclosed;  alsfj  a  nunilmr  of  private  letters  taken 
from  the  baggage  of  the  crew%  and  the  names  of  the  4rew. 

As  I  was  standing  out  of  Wihninj^toti  Channid  and  near  the  {survey- 
ing schooners  anchored  below,  a  Ijoat  left  thu  (-ttMiPiii,  and  by  rutting 
across  the  shallow  ^aod  Mpit  which  divides  the  Wihuington  and  I'ytiee 
channels  (dry  at  low^  water),  succeeded  in  rea^diing  the  schooner  a  few 
minutei;  in  aclvaoce  of  the  fioat  from  tbii*  ship;  by  wliat  authority  thiJ* 
act  is  committed  I  am  not  ioformed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reH|>ectfullVt  your  olM*di<»nt  m^'vant, 

It  W.  Hc:</rr, 
LwuUmtmi'  (Ann  tfuindtsr^ 
Captain  Pekcival  DRATTOff, 

Comiimtiding  U,  H,  [rmudad  Famaic* 


Vj.  S.  GirjfBOAT  Makblkhkad, 

Sir:  Ai  daylight  on  the  2^  instant  dit^covered  a  Mcbooner  on  tha 
fiboal  at  the  north  ^tde  of  Cabljoge  idaiid;  reportol  Ifan  fa^ii  tii  you* 

At  ibis  time  there  were  two  aunrejriJiff  iicwofiani,  the  ('tikmAl  anil 
AraQiK  r^iog  al  anchor  at  the  i-ntran'^e  oi  WiImingi>on  V\%mi%w\. 

AIkhiI  6  a.  m.  gcp|  underway  and  «4^>«jd  driwn  \Vilrnin;^on  '  YiaiinifL 
Whik;  uadenraj,  aod  when  we  were  mboul  half  lb<  '-  ixHweiiii 

the  t^*bcMMier»  aiid  fvur  «m'hotiifp»«  olMerred  a  Itoai  'j.  **fl  tntm 

the  itimmdi;  reported  ft  to  you.     You  ^id  ytm.  t^houbl  tiail  him  ari'l 

[fmler  him  faat-k,  tuit  tieing' obliged  tr>  keep  in  the  chaiuiel  tlie  Ujal 
nwoed aboui  and  to  windward  of  u^.  and  m$  out  «if  hailing  diiAniK^* 
If  we  had  haen  to  feewani  we  could  have  hail«d  hina  easily,  Tbtf»  /'M- 
mr/r^  float  pHsed  orer  the  npil  that  immmI^  the  WibjiingtiMi  and 

iTTfaee  rhiBBf h aad  ia  that  wav  ("Ut  *'^    '       VnAmatm  thai  m**  were' 

f  6ht%ed  to  fWB  in  tliie  nmmeL     ^('e  aoci.  Tjrbae  ChaniH  I  al^Mil 

tbree-^liiartent  of  a  mile  frooi  Uie  adjowiitf  in  owin  to  bvfav  har 

Vftbin  eMmr  raoge  of  *mt  guii»  aod  ffiffffiilafffr  aeat  Ui  aiimJ  wmmA 
to  take  poManoa  ot  her    Ai  tliia  tiaie  tha  iJmi^tH  l^oai  \mA  ami 

t*--"-*^  Ike  adiooaen  it  prolablx  read^d  the  icfaoocier  fire  or  laa 
teliefonoiirUjal.    CJur  boaiaueaeedad  lafett^f 
liidii  prarad  to  be  ilie  ecfcoaaar  QUd^^  et  aad  froa 
witfai 


dfUdti^  af  aid  from  SaraaMlt 
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She  struck  about  1:30  a.  m.  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 
No  papers  (ship's)  were  found  on  board.  After  getting  her  off,  took 
her  in  tow  and  brought  her  to  this  anchorage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  Remey. 
Lienienant^  U.  S.  Nary, 
K.  W.  Scott, 

Lieutenant-  Conuiumder^  Cmnnianding. 


Report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  8.  CoASt-Burvey  sehooner  CmwvU. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Caswell, 
WdHsaw  Saiind^  Georgia^  JFebruaiy  S3^  1863, 
Dear  Sir:  This  morning  at  daybreak  a  vessel  was  reported  to  me  as 
Ijeing  aground  on  the  shoal  oflf  the  end  of  Little  Tybee  Island,  which 
appear^  to  be  a  blockade  runner.     I  immediately  started  with  an 
armed  boat  and  seven  men  to  board  her.     Found  her  to  be  the  Pern- 
frroke^  a  Savannah  pilot  boat  (now  sailing  under  the  name  of  the  Glide), 
She  was  loaded  with  72  bales  of  cotton,  bound  for  Nassau.     About 
fifteen  minutes  after  my  arrival  a  boat  from  the  schooner  ^roa^,  Cap- 
tain Edwards,  arrived,  and  in  about  an  hour  one  from  the  Mandehead, 
I  gave  up  possession  to  the  officer  of  the  latter  and  returned  to  my 
own  vessel,  after  reporting  to  Captain  Di-ayton  what  I  had  done. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Dennis, 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 
Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdij,  South  Atlantic  Blockdg,  Squadron^  Fort  Royal^  S.  C. 


Report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  8.  Coast  Surrey  sohooner  Arago. 

U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Schooner  Arago, 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia^  February  ^3^  1863. 
Sir:  This  morning,  just  at  daybreak,  the  watch  reported  a  vessel 
jislioro  on  western  point  of  Little  Tybee  Island.  I  at  once  dispatched 
a  f)oat  under  charge  of  my  sailing  master,  Mr.  Malcolm,  to  bcxard  her. 
Mr.  Dennis,  in  his  boat  from  the  Cai^imlU  reached  the  vessel  a  few 
minutes  prior  to  Mr.  Malcolm;  the  vessel  proved  to  be  the  schooner 
Priiihi'(fku\  loaded  with  cotton,  which  had  gotten  ashore  in  attempting 
to  run  the  l)lockade  from  Savannah.  Al>out  forty  minutes  after  our 
boats  had  tiiken  possession,  an  officer  from  the  gunboat  Marhhhi^id 
with  a  boat's  crew  arrived  on  board  the  schooner.  Mr.  Malcolm  with 
a  boat's  crew  remained  on  board  and  assisted  in  getting  the  Drize  afloat, 
when  he  delivered  her  up  to  Captain  Scott,  of  the  Marmehead^  who 
received  her  from  him. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Edwards, 
Siih-Aimistant^  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 
Professor  A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 


SOUTH    ATLATTTIO   BLOOKADINO   aqUADBON. 


687 
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Beport  of  Captain  DTajton,  U.  B.  Navy,  regarding  the  conduct  c»f  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  V,  8.  CoEMt-Snrvey  achooner  Caiwell. 


U.  8.  Ironclad  Passaic, 

Wmsaw  Smffiff,,  Ffhrmirii  ^7,  1S6S. 
8ik:  Ari  Mr.  DtnuvU,  in  i-harge  4>f  the  C'oitst-Survey  schooner  Cami?dl^ 
floeis  not  recugnke  oiy  authority  to  intei^fere  with  him  in  any  way 
whatevor.  hut  seems  in  eonsider  the  bh>ckade  of  thi.s  port  as  a  kind  of 
]<*int  affair,  beloDging  to  all  pei'son.s  in  Government  employ  equally,  I 
think  that  it  would  be  well  that  he  should  be  kept  with  you.  whom  he 
alone  considers  his  superior,  or  at  least  withdrawn  from  those  place.s 
where  his  interferenee  might  lead  to  ineonvenienee^  for  he  may  now, 
ttceording  to  his  ideas,  board  and  eapture,  and  if  so,  give  a  free  ixusa 
to  vessels  under  the  very  guns  of  the  naval  authority  present,  wnich 
he  only  knows,  so  far  as  it  gives  him  proteetion,  he  says. 

Mr.  Dennis  ruay  jwrhaps  say  that  I  have  not  properly  stated  his 
views,  but  eould  1  eome  to  any  other  eonclusion  from  his  eonversations 
with  Lieutenaut-C'ommander  S<"ott  and  myself,  the  fai't  of  his  having 
boarded  and  pretended  toeaptore  the  schooner  Glide  on  the  ii3d  instjuit 
while  that  vessel  was  actually  within  short  gon  range  of  the  JfurMt- 
hi'iid,  which  was  approaching  her.  would  alone  prove  that  I  e^n  not  be 
very  wrong  in  my  ojjinions, 
I      .  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

IP.    DUAYTON, 
Vaptain^  Senior  Oflrer  PrescfU, 
liear-Admind  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Chmdg.  Stfufh  A f /untie  Bhtckdi/.  Sfjintdt'ofi^  Port  Jiot/td  linrfHPr, 

Driving  mhore  f{ftJte  Briiiah  atemiwr  Queen  of  the  Warn  ht/  tfte  U,  S,  S, 
Coneinangh,  Ftiruary  ^^.-^5^  and  her  d^stnictum  3furch  7,  186S, 


h 


No,  115/J 


Beport  of  Eear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Havj. 

FLAGsHir  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  JIarhor,  iS.  (\.  ^f^fre/l  7,  1863, 
Silt:  J  have  thfv  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  an  English 
steamer,  Queen  of  lifr  \Vart\  nu\  ashore  near  the  mouth  nf  thi'  Ntuth 
Santee  on  the  24th  idtituo.  The  (hnemum/h,  temporarily  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-(  Vmunander  Eastman,  whose  report  is  lie  re - 
with  enclosed  (marked  No.  1),  was  at  the  time  blorkadingat  (leorge- 
town,  Imt  owing  to  the  tide  and  M-a  could  not  cross  the  bar  until  the 
ne  X 1 1 n  oi  ■  n  i  n  g  *  On!  »oa  r d  i  a  g,  s h  e  w  as  f o  u  n  d  d  *  \sc  1 1  e  d  b  \'  t  h  e  r  ri  •  w ,  w  h  i » , 
however,  had  set  heron  tire  before  leaving,  destroying  the  inside  nf  the 
vessel  and  a  great  part  of  the  cargo,  thoojj;fh  the  hull  and  engint'^  are 
vet  in  good  order.  On  the  next  njornrng  Lieuteiiant>C(mimander 
tastJiian  sent  down  an  armed  boat  to  wreck  the  steamer,  fnit  on 
approaching  her  Lieutenant  Cromwell  discovered  that  some  of  the 
enemy  were  on  board.  He  at  oni'C  proceeded  to  attack  them,  when 
they  surrendered,  seven  in  number;  tlieir  nanu^s  are  jim  follows:  Lieu- 
tenant P.  K,  Larhicotte,  Sergeant  W.  A.  Woodward,  Co nioral  Fran- 
cis Justice,  Privates  P,  A,  Sperry,  Eli  Hugh*Ns,  B,  F,  V'ereeti,  M. 
Vanght,  Ward's  Light  Artillery,  These  prisoners  J  will  send  north 
in  the  Quaker  Vitif, 
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After  their  capture,  the  enemy  j^nt  a  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce^ 
desiring  to  forward  some  clothe**  to  the  pri^onei^s,  and  at  the  same  time 
delivering  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman  a  letter  from  Major 
parley,  commanding  the  battery,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
a*  loscd  (marked  No,  2). 

Very  soen  after  I  had  received  Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman's 
report  of  the  above  circumstaoces,  I  dispatehed  the  Wlmahlckon  to 
Georgetoivn.  [S.  C  ]» to  relieve  L!?utenant-C>>mmander  Eawtinan  in  the 
Ometfuntgh^  temper i*arily,  whibt  the  latter  should  endeavor  either  to 
get  off  the  Qn^^m  (*ffft*^  Wave,  or,  failing  in  that,  to  save  as  much  of 
the  cargo  and  machinery  as  was  of  any  value  and  to  de^itroy  the 
wreck. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 
Rt*tr-AdiN!ral^  Chmd^j,  Sfmtk  Ailanfir  Bh^chidinff  Sq^iadrtnu 

_  Jlun*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  f if  the  Navy  J  WashintfUm^  D,  61 


Aeport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Eastmiui,  IT,  B,  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  B,  Conemangh. 

U.  S,   S.  CONEMAUGII, 

Winyah  Bay,  March  /,  1863. 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  February  a  steamer  was  diseov- 

ered  lying  at  anchor  outside  the  bar.  I  was  unable  to  ^o  out  in  the 
Com^maugL  About  S  o'clock  a.  iil  -^he  t^ot  underway  and  stood  in 
slowly  for  the  North  San  tee  Kiver,  and  ran  ashore  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  The  next  morning  I  gfot  out  over  the  bar;  went  down  and 
examined  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  Qu^enofth^ 
Wat*e,  loaded  with  an  assorted  eiirgo^  and  her  crew  had  deserted  her 
and  set  her  on  fire.  The  inside  of  the  vessel  and  the  greater  portion 
of  her  cargo  is  destroyed,  but  her  hull  and  engines  are  in  goocf  order, 
and  much  that  is  valuable  could  he  removed  with  a  light -draft  steamer. 
On  the  next  morning  (the  25th)  I  sent  down  an  arnied  boat  to  wreck 
the  steamer,  and  on  approaching  her  Lieutenant  Cromwell,  in  charge 
of  the  lioat,  discuvered  the  enemy  on  board.  He  iumiediately  pro* 
ceeded  to  attack  them,  and  fm  seeing  his  preparations,  they  surren- 
dered, seven  in  number,  and  their  names  are  aaded  here,* 

I  believe  they  thre^v  their  arms  ovcrlioard,  as  a  bayonet  and  belt 
were  found  in  their  boat.  One  of  them,  who  calls  himself  Sperry.  is 
ret*ognized  by  our  people  here  as  Captain  Sperry,  w^ho  formerly  (Com- 
manded the  Fii'st  Battery  near  (feorgctown  light-house.  - 

On  the  day  after  the  ca|>ture  of  the  prisoners,  as  there  was  a  desire 
shown  to  comnuiniratc  by  a  Hag  of  truce,  and  as  I  did  not  wish  the 
enetuy  to  come  down  to  mv  ani^horage*  I  steamed  up  toward  their 
Inittery  and  sent  a  cutter,  which  met  their  Hag-of -truce  boat.  Their 
conujiunication  only  related  to  some  clothing  for  the  prisoners,  and 
was  verbal  on  my  part,  but  in  sending  the  clothes  Major  Warley, 
commander  of  the  batteiy,  sent  me  the  communication  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose. 

If  no  vessel  arrives  here  to-morrow,  I  shall  send  this  communication 
to  one  of  the  vessels  off  Charleston,  in  order  that  it  uiay  be  forwarded 

•Same  aa  list  iii  prietedin^  rt-fMirt, 
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to  Port  Royal,  ^»  I  f^ni  anxioua  to  have  these  prisoners  taken  riff  my 
hand.s,  and  also  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  but  alKuit  two  weeks'  more 
coal,  as  I  have  been  eompelled  to  run  about  between  here  and  Santee 
River  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  at  the  cargo  of  the  wrecked 
steamer. 
^^  1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^H  Thomas  H.  Eastman, 

^V  Lieutenant-  Cktmman4±^t\ 

^1    Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont* 
^H  Cmpdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloekadin^  Squiidron^  Port  Iiot/al^  S. 


a 


[EncJoiiiiwi.) 


Headquarters  Confederatk  Fokoes, 

West  of  Wmyak  Bay,  J/arck  U  l^t^^- 
Captain:  Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  facilities  you  have  affordt^d 
me  for  commurii eating  with  Lieutenant  Lachicotteand  hi.s  detachment, 
now  your  prisoners.  I  send  by  the  flag  of  truce  several  letters,  which, 
after  having  I'men  inspected  by  ^^ourself,  you  will  oblige  uie,  if  consist- 
ent with  your  duty,  by  delivering  to  those  to  whom  the}-  are  addressed. 
Lieutenant  Laeliieotte  in  his  communication  acknowledges  xonv  kind 
treatment,  for  which  I  avail  mj^self  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  you, 
and  to  assure  you,  should  the  fortunes  of  war  place  me  in  the  position 
of  captor  of  any  of  your  forces,  that  I  will  remember  and  rn^t  upon  the 
information  to  which  T  have  alluded. 

I  am,  captain,  ver^^  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F  Warley, 
Ma^or  of  Artilhry  and  Vtmimandmg  Pmt. 

Q^ytain  Eastman,  U,  S.  Navj^. 

C(^mmanding  U.  o.  K  ikmemmt^/i. 


Addlttonal  report  of  S««r- Admiral  Dq  Font,  IT.  8.  ITavy. 


151.1 


Flagship  Wabash^ 
B/rt  Roijid  itarhyr^  S,  (Z,  Morrh  ;?;7,  1863. 

Sir:  1  had  the  hruior  in  a  previous  dispatch  (No,  115.  Mar<'h  7}  to 
inform  the  Deptirtment  of  the  running  ashore,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
North  Santee,  of  the  British  steamer  Qnetm  of  the  Wave,  As  stated 
therein,  J  dispatched  the  Wksahlchm  to  Georgetown  with  directicms 
to  relieve  the  Vonemamfh  tempomrily,  in  order  to  etiable  th*'  hitter 
vessel  to  get  off  the  Qu^tm  of  the  Wari%  or,  fading  in  that,  to  ??ave  as 
much  of  the  cargo  and  machinery  as  was  of  vahie  and  destroy  the 
wreck. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman's  report  (marked 
No.  1),  with  a  list  of  articles  saved  (marked  No.  2),  whereby  the  Depart- 
ment will  perceive  that  the  prize  was  almost  wrecked  by  the  weather 
and  the  surf;  that  only  a  few  disjointed  partM  of  the  machinery  could 
be  saved  and  a  small  portion  of  her  cargo.  The  articles  saved  were 
brought  to  this  port  by  the  Com^niaru/h^  an  inventory  taken  of  them 
bv  a  board  of  officers  (enclosed,  marked  No.  3),  and  1  had  them 
transferred  to  the  Mfj^m<'hfM^ffH^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  West, 
conaigned  to  the  Hon.  J.  Cadwalader,  the  United  States  district  judge, 
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Fbiladrlphiiu  for  lidjudiaition,  excf^ptiIl^^  however,  one  .small  bout  iiiid 
daviti^.and  urie  binim^^'le  and  compass,  which  were  ret4:.ined  for  the  serv- 
ice of  the  (jovenimcnt. 

Verv  respeetfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rtttr- Admiral^  (Jmttdg,  Stmth  AfMinfir  Bh^rkuding  Sffmdrrm, 

Horj.  GioKoN  Wellk8, 


AddiUoii&l  report  of  Litatenmnt-ComiiLander  Zastinftzif  U.  B«  NaTfi  oommanding'  \S^  8.  8, 


Consmangh, 


U»  S.   S,  CONEMAUGH, 


Whiyah  Bay.  S,  T.,  Jlfircft  S.  1S6S. 
Siii:  Iti  obediiMire  to  3'our  order  of  the  6th  instant,  I  proceeded  with 
the  Oonemmujk  to  the  Santee  River  and  endeavored  to  get  off  the 
Mteainei"  Qnten  ttf  the  lFf£/.v.,  I>tit  found  it  impossible,  as  tlie  late  had 
weather  had  broken  her  in  two.  I  .suved  from  the  w^reck  as  tnueh  of 
the  earj^o  as  eould  he  got  at,  and  also  a  part  of  her  own  niuchinery. 
Her  forehold  had  nothing  in  it  of  value,  and  the  eon  tinned  bad  weather 
having  eompletelj  wrecked  her,  and  the  surf  preventing  my  boats 
working,  1  blew'  her  up,  entirely  de>itroying  her,  and  then  returned  txj 
this  iiueiioi-age.  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  what  T  have  ol>tained  from  her* 
I  am,  very  respe<!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  Eastman, 
Lwdenant-  Commander 
AjiButenaui-Commauder  i*no.  L.  Datis, 

Comdff.  U*  S,  S,   Wissahwkmi^  Senior  Officer  PresenL 

[Encloeure.] 

A  liat  of  acticles  found  u\  the  steamer  QutkH  ijf  tin  Ifv/w ,  wre<*kcd 
off  Santee  Rivera  Three  thousand  two  hundred  sheets  of  tin,  20  ounce 
bottles  qutnine,  2*-^  ounee  bottles  morphine  (sulphate  of),  15  pounds 
opium  (aamaged),  a  few  bales  of  calico  (afterwards  destroyed  by  the 
swamping  of  the  boat),  "2,  anchors,  1  binnacle  complete,  12  reams  of 
lame-size  printing  paper. 

In  regard  to  the  machinery.  I  only  obtained  portions  of  the  different 
party,  and  it  is  impossible  to'chissify  them. 
Respectfully, 

T.  II.  Ea.stman, 
L  ieutfmn  nt-  t/omm  aji  fir. 
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Onhr  *iffhe  St'crettfry  a/  the  Naeu  to  liear-Adttiind  Du  Pont^  [7,  S, 
Nartj   Tttjifrdimj  tJif  U.  S,  -V.  KeukuA', 

Navy  Department,  Ft^mmnj  M^ISGJ. 
Sik:  The  Depjirtment  na.s  added  the  luohtk  to  your  scjuadron.    You 
will  send  her  back  to  Hampton  Koads  after  your  attack. 
1  aui,  respectfully,  etc,, 

(iiDi-x>N  Wkllks, 

S*XTet<rri/  of  th*  Xfwy» 
Rear- Admiral  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vffmdij,  ^if'ith  Atlantic  Blockdtj,  Sfjtmdrtf/t,  Ihrl  Jif/t/td^  aS.  C 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commnndant  navy  yard^ 
Neie  Yorl'^  regarding  the  dhpatehimj  of  ths  K  S,  S*  Keohitk  to 
Oharleston^  S.  C* 

Navv  Defautmknt,  Ft^ruary  M,  1S6S. 
Sir:  It   in  very  desirable  to  biivt^  the  servii-eN  of   the   Keokuk  at 
(liurlrstoii,  Mud  ff  sfie  eaii  lie^otteTi  off  in  the  c(»urse  of  three  or  four 
days,  she  will  l>e  in  tinu".     'file  E,  B.  Hott   might  jieroiiiimny  her. 
I II form  th4*  neijurtment  by  telegnipb  if  this  ran  he  d(ini\ 
I  am,  re^peetfully,  ete., 

GiDKON  Welles^ 
Secretary  of  the  Mit\t/» 
Kear-Admiral  Hiram  Fauldino, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Netr  York. 


Rnport  of  Lwutmm;nt'(hmmU7ider  Whituta,  U.  S,  Nam^  eomffumding 
IL  S.  S,  Ott4iwa,  ofarrkmat  Neiv  Y^rk, 

U.  S.  €t  UN  BOAT  Ottawa, 
Namj  Yard,  New  York,  Ffhrnary  ^£6,  1863, 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port,  with  the 
Ottawa  under  my  eommand,  in  ohedienee  to  the  enelo«ed  order  from 
Kear-Admiral  Du  Font. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  D.  WniTiNQ, 
L'ieidenant-  Cmmnander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nm^y. 


General*  order  of  Commodore  Titmer^  U,  5.  Namf^  senior  offi^cer  o^ 
CharUMfjn^  S.  Ci,  regarding/  th/j  chnUemjtng  ef  t>esmls  jxmsing  tlm 
htoekade* 

U,  S.  Frigate  New  Ironsides, 
tiff  (%arlrsfon,  S\  (\,  Fehroary^,  IS63, 
Whenever  hereafter  a  vessel  of  the  hloekading  foree  ofl'  ("har lesion 
shall  have  oeeasion  to  stop  and  conimonieate  with  a  vessel  entering 
the  blockading  lines  going  in  or  tjiit,  the  commanding  oftieer  of  sueh 
ves.sel  shall  first  fire  a  blank  rart ridge  to  stop  her,  and  a  shotted  gun 
shall  not  be  fired  until  this  t-hallenge  shall  have  proved  ineffeetual  to 
bring  her  to. 

Thi^,  however,  shall  be  considered  as  applicable  only  to  the  event 
when  it  shall  occur  in  the  daytime. 

And  in  all  sm/h  cases  the  stranger  shall  l>e  accompanied  down  to  the 
senior  oftieer  present  by  the  vessel  w  hich  brought  ner  to, 

T,  Turn  EH. 
CofHfnod^fre  arid  Senior  Officer  IW^nt. 
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Letter  from  Major- General  Iliint^^r^  U,  S*  Armp^  to  Rear- Admiral 
I>u  pQnt,  P'  *  S.  Navy^  placlmj  Bay  Pomt  at  tJi^*  dmpmtl  of  the 
Nam/, 

Headqtjartkrs  Department  or  the  South, 
Ililton  Head;  Port  liof/al,  S.  f',  Fehnmry^r,  1863. 
Captain:  Upon  the  iiispoetioii  of  the  works  at  Baj^  Point  hy  Gen  em  I 
Seyriiourand  Captnin  Duane,  ^hev  report  thoni  a^sof  nut  yuffiricnt  r<»n- 
soqufince  to  be  al lowed  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the  oecupation  of 
Bay  Point  for  wharf  or  dejxit  |Hir]K>.seH. 

As  the  lomtion  of  vour  wharf  niay  be  affected  by  this  opinion,  I  am 
desired  by  Major-(Tenei*ai  Hunter  to  inform  you  that  the  entire  site  in 
at  your  disposal,  to  be  u,sed  in  any  way  you  may  tiiid  i-onvenient. 

The  troops  stationed  at  Bay  Point,  with  the  exception  of  a  non- 
commiH,sioiied  offieer  and  six  men,  have  been  orderea  to  report  for 
duty  with  their  regiments* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  yery  obedient  servant, 

Charles  G.  H alpine, 
Amhtant  Adjittmtt-  (rttierah  Tcntk  Army  Corps, 

Captain  C.  R.  P*  Roixjers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

FhgHhip  Waha^h. 


Coff^idential  report  of  Reiw- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Na^fy^  reyardifirj 
tne  proposed  testing  of  IronctndH, 

No.  101.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royol  Ilarhyr,  S.  C%  Febnmry  S7,  JS6S, 
Sir:  After  very  mature  deliberation  I  have  determined  to  test  the 
three  ironclads,  Paf<rimy\  P*umu(\  and  Nahant^  on  the  Genesis  Point 
battery,  on  the  Ogeechee.  We  tind  much  in  them  to  be  attended  to, 
and  on  a  trip  whieli  I  made  in  the  Pafaps€(^\i^i\i^  Broad  River,  thouifh 
only  tirint^  each  trun  twice,  some  important  matter  wa,s  developed. 

This  operation  will  not  retard  the  ^reat  work,  Imt  yield  us  advan- 
( tages  in  many  ways.  The  Weehtwken^  I  hope,  will  be  ready  to  try  her 
eng^ine  to-morrow;  great  expedition  haM  been  used  on  her.  I  hope  the 
Vaisklll  vf\\\  be  along  Foon;  these  ironclads  require  so  much  to  be  done 
that  1  am  anxious  for  their  early  arrival;  the  army  is  not  ready,  but 
doing  its  best. 

Attempts  to  run  the  blockade  e vet y where  are  inereaeing,  and  from 
Fernandina  I  have  news  to-day  which  makes  me  wish  that  I  had  a 
lietter  vessel  there  than  the  Molimrk, 

Colonel  Townsend  will  inforai  the  Department  that  we  are  preparing 
in  every  jwssible  way,  working  day  and  night. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear'Admfral^  Cmnd^j,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na^iry^  Wa^hmgtfm. 

F,  S, — We  ar^  out  of  provisions;  living  on  the  army. 
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Ord^'  of  Rear- Admiral  Dv  /hnf,  U,  aS.  A\ti'y^  to  Communder  Be*iu- 
iiiittii^  IL  S,  Napy^  ix^htfnandiiig  U.  S\  S*  Sehago* 

Ft^osmp  Wabash, 

Pmi  Rmjfd  ILirhm\  S.   C  Ffhruary  i^V,  1H6S. 
SiRr  Yon  will  pleane  pioceed  with  the  Sebayo  under  your  eotDmaiKl 
to  Ossabaw,  taking  in  tow  the  U*  S*  S.  Patapsm^  and  report  to  CapUiiii 
Drayton,  or  the  'senior  officer  present* 
EespeetfulJy,  etc., 

S.  K  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdtnlraL 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

IL  S*  S.  Sf'hfjfffh 


Order  of  Bmr'Admiral  I>u  Pmit^  U.  S.  Nmry^  to  Cmiwander  Ammeru 
U»  S.  Niwy^  mmrttmHling  U.  S.  S,  J^atiipscfh 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pfrrt  Roy(d  JImiur,  S.  C,  Fehruary  27,  1863. 
Sir:  Please  proceed  to  Oasabaw  with  the  Paiamco  under  your  com- 
mand and  report  to  Cnptniri  P.  Drayton,  of  the  Paf<i<au\ 

The  fleet  captain,  C.  K.  F.  Ikjdg^ers,  will  give  yon  directionH  about 
your  tow^  etc. 

Respectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Adm  !  ral , 
Commander  Daniel  Ammkn, 

U,  iV.  S.  /*a(ujmetK 


Of*dt^'  if  Rear-Jidmmd  Du  Pont,   IL  S.  Nmry,  to  Lietttennnt-Cbm- 
mtfjidttr  ljM/tm\  U,  S,  lYiwy^  fxmimanduHj  U.  S.  X  Flwnbeait^ 

Flaoship  Wababh, 

Porf  Royai  IlarUr,  X  (\,  lU'fmmry^l,  imS. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Fiawhtau  under  vonr  eom- 
mand  in  Os^ubaw,  takin^f  in  tow  the  U»  S,  S.  iVti/ttrnf,  and  repcjrt  to 
Captain  Draylon,  or  the  senior  otBccr  present. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Adm  imL 
Lieutenant-Commander  J,  II,  Upshuk, 

f\  X.  X,  Fhimlmiu, 


Order  of  Eear-Admind  Dti  Pont,  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Commander  D&wfistt^ 
Ih  8,  Na^y,  eommavdiny  IK  S,  JS\  NahanL 

Flaoship  Wabash 
Port  Rf^td  Harbor,  8,  i\,  February  27,  1S6S, 
Str:  Please  proceed  to  0?ssaJ>aw  with  the  JVa/iant  under  your  com* 
mand  antl  report  to  Captain  P.  Drayton,  of  the  I*mmie. 
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Tbi^  tb^  mpf  in,  Commuvk'r  C  K.  P.  Bodfm.  will  gire  jon  ^rve- 

cioBe^  j^^jrtit  ycmr  tow.  ^ti-. 
Be3;|K<!tfnIIv.  etc.. 

S.  F.  Dr  Pott, 

ComnMuwi^r  Joh%  Dowimc 

r.  >'.  .>'-  XiA^fMt. 


Flagship  Warash« 
Pr/rt  R^il  a^ri'^r.  S.  C.  Febrnary  27.  ISSJ. 
Sor:  For  vmrioua  reafion»  I  hare  determiiied  to  test  thotie  iroochd^ 
which.  Mn  yet.  hmve  made  bat  little  u^  of  their  guiisSw  mud  mm  !!>eiidin^ 
the  Pojmaie^  I^taunoj,  mod  XakaHt  to  trv  the  Genesis  Point   fort 
[McAlIiirter]. 

Yoo  win  plem^e  met  ms  m  reserve*  mnd  yoa  will  hmve  to  forego  whmt  I 
know  jour  ^mllmntry  mnd  earnest  desire  woold  impel  yoa  to  do.  join  in. 
Bat  the  Chief  of  the  Baremo  hms  jast  cmatioaed  me*  by  letter  mgminst 
mny  overose  of  the  XV-inch  gon,  none  hmvii^  been  fired  orer  SOO 
times. 

I  mvmil  myself  of  this  occasion  to  smr  how  moch  I  hmve  Tmlned  your 
services  in  the  Ogeechee  mnd  your  gmlfamt  mttmcks  on  the  fort,  which 
the  obstroctions  prevented  your  capturing. 

Plemse  ^ve  Cmptmin  Drayton  the  results  of  your  vmlumMe  experience 
there,  mnd  ms  soon  ms  you  cmn  be  spared  return  to  Port  Royal. 
RespectfuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dr  Post, 
R^ar- Admiral^  Comdg.  Sf/uth  Atlantic  Blodadinf/  Squadrtm, 

Coomimnder  J.  L.  Worden. 

f7.  S.  S.  Mf/ntauk^  Osmha^r  ^>^mnd^  GenrQia. 


f>rder  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S,  Savy^  to  Captain  Drayton^ 
U.  S,  Navy^  to  assume  command  of  ironclads  in  attack  upon  Fort 
McAllister, 

FukGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C\  Febmary  97,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  determined  for  many  reasons,  most  of  which  have  been 
stated  to  you  by  the  fleet  caotain,  to  try  the  ironclads  against  the 
(lenesis  Point  fort  [McAllisterJ  on  the  Ogeechee. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  that  river  and  assume  the  direction  of 
this  movement.  A  steamer  is  sent  to  tow  you  out  of  Wassaw.  Before 
leaving  there,  send  the  sun^eying  vessels  from  those  waters  and  anchor 
the  J^tarUefiead  where  you  may  deem  best  for  covering  the  blockade, 
and  at  the  same  time  for  enabling  her  to  escape  from  the  Fingal, 
should  she  come  down. 

Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes  leave  in  the  morning  and  are 
ordi5red  to  report  to  you  in  Ossahaw  with  their  vessels. 
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Should  tht*  fort  bo  rotliirod,  it  umy  lea<i  tcj  the  cuptiiro  of  the  JVa^A- 
vi//t.  or  h**r  dtsstriirtioii,  iirovided  the  j^unhimtjs  run  ^o  un  up  tho  river; 
this  1  k'RVo  t*i  your  discretion.  Care  should  be  observed  in  ascending 
the  O^eechec  wherever  the  biink.s  iimy  offer  protection  for  I'itlemen. 
1  l>elie\^c  there  are  no  batteries  unless  very  recently  ereettxl. 

C'oiiUMarider  Worden  will  lie  dirin'tt^d  to  ai^  as  a  reserve,  his  gnus 
liavint;;  been  alreiuly  so  nuieh  used  that  I  feel  <"ornpelled  to  retjuire  this 
of  him.     His  serviees  in  those  water's  and  his  ^ilhint  attiieks  on  the 
fort  will  enable  him  to  give  you  mueh  valuable  infonuatiim. 
Kespeetf ul I v,  et^*. , 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 

lieiir-  A  dmind . 
Captahi  r.  Draytox, 

O*  S,  S*  PitHxaii^  St*j}iin*  (^jfii'p}\  Wamdir. 


Ord^'r  frw/f  Rear-Aihuiral  Du  Pont,  IT,  S\  Nav^y^  to  the  master  of  tJie 

HtenHift  Eties^mi  Jrrr  (f^friiuf  duty* 

Fu^^ysHiF  Wabash, 
B^rt  Royal  I/arhn',  K  C.  Fehruary  ^,  ISCS. 
Sir:  Orders  to  ErieMmm  to  tow  the  three  mortar  sehnoners   Pam^ 
i\  1\  WiUfanhH^  and  N^^'fiflk  pHclrt  off  Ossabsiw  liar. 
Respectfully,  etr., 

a  F,   Du   POKT, 

litar-AdmirnL 
Captain  Lowtser, 

StmnuT  Eri^e^HOft^  Prrt  Royal, 

Orders  were  also  written  to  the  commandingf  offieem  of  the  Pmn^ 

V,  P.  lWfuiws,\md  iVffrffJk  /W^v/ to  proered  to  Ossabaw,  and  report 
to  Captain  l\  Drayton,  of  tlie  Pfi^HaU'^  Feltruary  li7,  1SH8. 


Rf-poH  of  Captain  Stelhmgeti^^  U*  S.  Na^mj^  cmmnamUmj  U*  S,  S. 
mercmita^  reyardiny  thf  arrivfd  of  that  vemel  ot  Phtluiielphia^  tmjp- 
iny  the  B tit t nit  steamer  O^Htn* 

U.  S»  S.  Mercedita, 

Philadelphia,  FSruanj  m,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  after  a  \oi\g  passa^ 
from  Fort  Royal,  havioff  towed  the  steamer  Os^dan  the  whole  distance. 

DuriuiJ^  the  entire  passage,  except  the  '24th  and  25th  instaut,  we  had 
strong  N.  and  N.  E.  gales  and  a  heavy  sea.  Part  of  the  time  we  could 
scarcely  make  steerage- way,  and  were  in  constant  danger  of  a  (collision; 
but  the  oth*M^  steamer's  engine  would  stop  on  the  center,  and  she  could 
not  !>e  left.  My  >Mjilers  got  to  leaking  very  badly,  and  1  put  into 
Beaufort,  K.  C,  to  repair  them,  and  took  in  coal,  which  took  us  |)ait 
of  three  days.  We  were  obliged  to  anchor  four  times  in  the  heiglit  (if 
gales  on  the  coast,  but  have  succeeded  in  reaching  our  destination  with- 
out further  injury  to  either  vessel. 

The  OsHtan  is  a  British  steamer,  under  charter  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, which  had  a  commissarv  of  the  navv  on  Ijoard.     He  and  the 
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captaiD  exprei*»  the  ^rt*ate#it  thankfulness  for  the  aenrioe  rendered,  and 
our  sticking  to  them  t^o  closely  and  so  long* 

The  boilers*  and  hall  of  thi«  vessel  will  require  repairs.  I  suppose 
30  feet  will  have  to  he  taken  out  of  the  planking  where  struck  by  the 
ram.  Eight  or  ten  feet  were  removed  in  making  the  temporary  repairs 
at  Poit  IteyaL 

I  am  directed  to  await  ordei>*  on  arriving  at  Philadelphia  navy  yard. 
I  presume  the  Deimrtmeiit  has  full  advices  from  Admii'al  Du  Pout 
since  I  left  him. 

I  have  brought  home  invalids  and  cabin  passengers,  and  encloee  lists 
of  them;  also  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H-  S.  Stellwagbk, 

Chptaifu 
Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

SetTeUiry  of  tlie  Niwy^  Wanhimgifm. 


Order  of  Commands  Steechnun^  U.    *S.   Nmn^,  to  Acting  Volunieer] 
Lleutenmit  Kittredge^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  tevi/umtrtlg  re/ieife  (Jt^  U,  S.  S. 
I^otmnskd^  in  Sapel^  Sound, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Paut.  J  ones, 
Dijboy  Sounds  Georgm^  February  28,  I8SS, 
Sir:  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd  has  be^n  directed  to  send  the  pilot, 

Tatnall,  to  you  on  Monday. 

8o  soon  as  he  arrives  and  the  tide  will  admit,  you  will  proceed  to 
Sai>t?lo,  through  the  inside  passage,  and  relieve  Captain  Budd  until  he 
can  go  to  St.  himon'.s  for  coal  and  return. 

As  it  is  desinihle  that  the  Poiomska  should  proceed  to  St.  Simoirs 
by  the  inner  passage,  you  will  please  let  him  have  the  pilot,  TattualK 
Captaiti  Budd  will  be  directed  to  put  him  on  iH^ard  of  your  vessel  on 
his  return  from  St.  Simon's,  so  that  you  can  return  to  your  station  by 
the  inner  passage. 

It  is  my  wish  that  when  it  becomes  necessiiry  for  you  to  coal,  you 
will  take  the  inside  passage  to  St,  Siuion'^s, 

I  am^  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedmak, 
(hmmandt^r  and  Senior  OffietT  Preftent* 

Acting  Ynlunteer  Lieutenant  Kittreixse, 

ijmimufiding  LL  S.  (Jttnhftat  Warnmitta. 


DfMtr^wi'i^m  of  t/tr    Confederate   steamer   Xfrnkvilh   by   ths   U.  S,  S^ 
Monimik,  Felmiary  28,  1863. 


Eeport  of  Baar- Admiral  Bu  Pool,  n»  S.  Nnvy. 


No.  105.  J 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Bm/al  Hm^jor,  S.  €..  March  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  privateer  NmkmUt^  while  lyint^^  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
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McAllister,  on  the  (rreat  Ogeechee,  Georgia,  by  the  3fcmt(nd\  Coni- 
iiiander  J.  L.  Wordeu,  whose  enclosed  report  ^^tfttes  sueeiiiotly  the 
interesting  particulars. 

The  DepartiiMmt  is  aware  that  I  have  had  thi.s  veasel  blockaded  for 
eight  months,  and  to  the  extreme  vigilanee  and  spirit  of  Lii>utenant- 
Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  of  the  WIx.^a/t!rkfm,  Acting  Lieutt^nunt 
Barnes,  of  the  Davm^  and,  later,  of  Lieutenant-<.*omnjandcr  (Tibson, 
of  the  Seneca^  that  I  have  been  able  to  keep  her  so  long  contined  to 
the  waters  of  the  Ogeechee, 

For  several  months  the  X(mkvilh-  was  loaded  with  cotton,  tnit, 
though  constantly  on  the  alert,  she  never  ventured  to  run  out.  She 
then  withdrew  up  the  Ogeechee  and  reappeared  after  a  length  of  tin^e 
thoroughly  fitted  as  a  privateer,  and  presenting  a  very  tine  appearance. 
Fort  McAilister  was  strengtheuea;  the  river  staked  with  a  line  of 
torpedoes  in  front  to  prevent  its  ascent  by  light  vessels  to  cut  her  out. 
She  has  been  frequently  seen  close  under  the  fort,  ready  to  make  a 
dash  if  the  opportunity  offered,  or  was  quietly  waiting  for  an  iron- 
clad to  convej^  ner  to  sea. 

If  J  am  not  misinfortned,  she  jjad  a  heav}'  rifle  gun  on  a  pivot  as  a 
part  of  her  armament,  was  proverbially  fast,  and  would  doubtless  ! 
nave  rivaled  the  Atalmma  and  (h-etu  in  their  depredation  on  our  cum- 
merce.  I  have  therefore  never  lost  sight  of  the  great  importance  of 
keeping  her  in  or  of  destroying  her  if  I  could,  I  have  accomplished 
both,  through  the  zeal  and  vigilance  of  my  gnnboat  captains  men- 
tioned above,  and  the  auick  perceotion  and  rapid  execution  of  Com- 
I,  man  dp  r  Wordeu,  who  has  thus  added  to  his  already  brilliant  serviecij. 
I  1  am,  verv  respectfuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

L  ^  ^  ^     *  S.  K  Dr  Pc»NT, 

I  Rmr- Admirals  Oymfl^.  Smith  Atlantic  BhH'htdtng  Sqimdron. 

i        Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^^^  Setrrfanj  t*fths  NfiiUf^    Waj^hui^jtoju  D.   V, 

]     5 

I     ste 
kn. 


Eeport  of  Commftmdi»r  Worden.  U.  8.  Havj,  Comm&ndmg  U.  8.  8.  Mpntank. 


U.  S.  Ironixad  Montalk, 
Ogeschee  Rivet\  (r%^o/ylit,  I^Jrrmirt/  2<S\  LS6J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterdav  evening  the  enemy's 
steamer  N^a^/tpflff  was  oi>served  by  me  in  motion  alK)ve  the  battery 
known  as  Fort  McAllister.  A  reconnoissance  immediutely  '  made 
proved  that  in  moving  up  the  river  she  had  grounded  in  that  jjortion 
of  the  river  known  as  the  Seven-Mile  Reach.  Believing  that  1  could, 
by  approaching  close  to  the  battery,  reach  and  destroy  her  with  my 
battery,  I  moved  up  at  daylight  this  morning,  accompanied  by  the 
blockading  Heet  in  tnese  waters,  cons.isting  of  the  *SV;/<r//,  Lieiitenant- 
Cominander  Gibson,  the  Wl^saJtiekmfy  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis, 
and  the  Ihnm^  Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  Barnes, 

By  moving  up  close  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river  1  was  enabled, 
although  under  a  heavy  tire  from  the  battery,  to  approach  the  Nash- 
vU/t\  still  aground,  within  the  distance  of  1,200  yards,  A  few  well- 
directed  shells  determined  the  range,  and  soon  [we]  succeeded  in 
striking  her  with  XI -inch  and  XV-inch  shells.  The  other  gunboats 
maintained  a  tire  from  an  enh lading  position  upon  the  batt>ery,  and  the 
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NashtnlU  at  long  range,  1  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  that 
the  ya^hvilU  hiul  caught  tire  from  tlie  shells  exphxling  in  her  in  neve  ml 
nluces,  and  in  less  than  twenty  niinute.-^  she  was  rau^^ht  in  flames 
forward,  aft,  and  aniid-ships.  At  it:  'M\  a,  dl  a  large  pivot  gun  mounted 
abaft  her  foreniast  exploded  from  the  heat;  at  t^:40  tier  smoke  chimney 
went  by  the  Ixmrd.  and  at  ^:  55  her  magazine  exploded  with  terrific 
violence,  shattering  her  in  smoking  ruins.     Nothing  remains  of  her. 

The  batterv  kept  una  continuous  tire  upon  this  vessel,  but  struck 
her  but  five  times,  doing  no  damage  whatever.  The  lire  in>on  the 
other  gtmboatj^  was  wild,  and  did  them  no  damage  whatever.  After 
assuring  myself  of  the  complete  destruction  of  the  NashviJU^  I, 
preceded  by  the  wooden  vessels,  dropped  down  beyond  the  raage  of 
the  enemy -8  guns.  In  so  doing  a  torpedo  exploded  under  this  vesael, 
inflicting,  however,  but  little  injury- 

I  beg  leave,  tlierefore,  t*)  congratulate  you,  aiij  upon  this  final  dispo- 
sition of  a  vessel  which  has  so  long  bexni  in  the  mind^  of  the  public  as 
a  troublesome  pest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ot>edient  servant, 

John  L.  Wohden, 
Ommnandimj^  Senior  Officer  Preaent, 

Rear-Admiral  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cnmd<f.  South  Atlantic  Iii/*ci-df/.  Sf/wtdrarij  Port  Hffyal,  S.  O, 


Hotel  of  Ui«  paymftitar  of  the  U.  8.  B.  HontatLk  regarding  the  operatioai  of  that  vettel, 

Satuhdav,  FSnum/  2S^  186S — o^ clock  a.  nt. 

Anchor  up  at  5;  18. 

rnderway  at  5:20, 

Follijwing  us  in  oixler,  W^Hmftfrirm^  S^/urft,,  Dmru.  Steamed  up 
the  river  |Ogeechee]  at  the  rate  of  ti  knot,H  tc»  a  ixdnt  l!iU  yards  alx)ve 
th*^  ninge  target  of  Fort  McAllister. 

1  l»ell  Jit  f>:40. 

:4  bells  tit  *kr>7;  «]uite  cle4ir,  mild,  and  wtirm;  no  wind. 

1  bell  at  I'AHl 

2  bellM  at  7:02. 

3  bells  at  7:03. 
2  belts  at  7:04. 

Let  go  anchor  at  7:  U4i  (15  fathoms  to  wbidlasa). 
Fired  Xl^nch  at  7:07,  10-secOT»d,  Um)  yards. 
Fired  3  guns  from  fort  at  7:07,  at  Mv/ittnd\ 
Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:U7i,  at  Montauk. 
Fired  XI -inch  from  fort  at  7:lli,  at  Moniaul\ 
Fired  I  gun  from  fort  at  7:  It*;  struck  pik>t  house. 
Fired  'I  guns  from  fort  at  7: 164,  niortar. 
Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7: 1P4,  *it  }fmtauk. 
Fired  4  guns  from  fort  at  7:214,  at  M*mtitfil\ 
Fired  XV-in*'h  at  7:  22,  10-second.  5  degrees  elevation. 
Fired  Xl-incli  at  7:23,  H)-second,  l,4tK)  yards. 
Fired  1  from  fort  at  7:27,  at  gunboat- 
Fired  2  from  fort  at  7:  29,  at  Mmitaiik. 
Fired  1  from  fort  at  7:  29|,  mortar. 
Fired  XV-inch  at  7:27i,  10-second,  3  degrees  elevation. 
Fired  Xl-ineh  at  7:80,  10-second.  1,3W  yards. 
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Fired  XV-inch  at  7:33,  10-8t)0ond 
fFirod  I  from  furt  sit  7:38^,  mortar. 


3^  decfrees  elevatioiu 


Fired  I  from  fort  at  7:34^  at  M^fntovk, 

Fired  I  froui  fort  at  T:34|.  mortur. 

Fired  I  from  fort  at  7:35,  at  Mont^iuk, 

Fired  1  from  fort  at  7:37,  at  MmitmiJc, 

Fired  1  from  fortat7:3iS,  at  Mnntmik. 

Fired  1  from  fort  at  7:  3I#,  mortar* 

Fired  1  from  fort  at  1:4^K  at  Nontauk. 

Fired  1  from  fort  at  74l%;  .struck  turret. 

Fired  Xl-irieh  at  7:43,  lO-secomi,  1,300  yards. 

Fired  XV-iiu*h  at  7:44,  10-8econd,  3|  degrees  elevation. 

Fired  2  fi-oiii  fort  at  7:464-,  at  Monffntk. 

Fired  1  f lom  fort  at  7: 461,  at  MonfauL 

Fired  XV -inch  at  7:47,  10-seeoad,  3  degrees  elevation. 

Fired  Xl-imli  at  7.  471,  lO^ecotid,  L2oT>  yards. 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:  47f  at  ^auihoais. 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:52,  at  Mfmtnuk, 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:53,  at  Mtmtauk. 

Fired  XV -inch  at  7:54,  lO-.second,  3  degrees  elevation. 

Fired  ii  gims  from  fort  at  7:  55,  at  gunUoat^, 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:  5tJi,  at  Mo/dank. 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:  5S,  at  Moniank. 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  7:58^.  at  Mmitatfk, 

Smoke  is^suitig  from  tire  hateh,  a  small  h\\\vk  column,  at  7:57. 

Flapie  discovered  issuing  from  tire  hatch  with  the  timoke  at  7:59^. 

Fired  Xl-inch  at  S  a.  m,,  lU-secoud,  1,2(H)  yards. 

Fired  '1  guns  from  fort  at  8,  at  Mfmtaid\ 

Fired  XV-inch  at  8:02,  lO-Hoeoud,  3  degrees  elevation. 

Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  S:05,  at  Montttitk. 

Fired  Xv-iiH-h  at  8:00,  10-second,  3  degrees  elevation* 

Fired  2  guns  from  fort  at  8:07i,  at  J/wil(nd\ 

Fired  1  gun  froui  fort  at  S:  12,  at  AfoHl<itd\ 

Fired  '2  guns  from  fort  at  S:  13,  at  Afifftttmk, 

From  8: 13  to  8:40  a  denne  fog  prevailing,  when  it  was  impt>ssihle 
to  see  UH^re  than  25  yards  on  either  hand,      nind  S,  E. 

Weighed  anchor  at  8:35;  fog  slowly  clearing  away  and  shmviug 
the  Na^hvllli!  \jn  tire  from  stem  to  stern  and  smokestac*k  falleru 

Anchor  np  at  8:4<K 

1  bell  at  8:42. 

2  bellsat8:43i. 

3  bells  at  8:44. 
2  bells  at  8:44i. 
1  bell  at  S:  45 J. 

Fired  2  guns  from  fort  at  8:50,  at  Mtnttftik, 
Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  8:50,  at  Moaiaifk. 
Fired  1  gun  from  fort  at  8:58;  wind  refi'eshing  and  cloudy  over- 
head. 

Fired  1  ^un  from  fort  at  9. 

Well  underway  at  9:05, 

Struck  torpedo  few  yards  above  Hands  [ITarvey's]  rut  at  9: 10 

NmhmlU  blew  up  at  9;  35, 

[Samukl  1\  Hkowt^e,] 

Pay  wastes 
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AddiUon&l  report  of  CoiiimaQJdr  Worden.  V.  6,  ITavy.  trajiiinitting  report  of 
the  U.  8.  8,  Montaalc  by  ezploiion  of  a  torpedo. 


injuriei  to      ^J 

H 

.  JS63.        ■ 


IT.  S.  S.   MONTAUK, 

Ogeec1\ee  Rlmi\  March  S,  1S6S, 
Sik:  I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  senior  engineer  of  this  ves- 
.sel  ill  relation  to  the  injuries  .she  sustained  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo 
under  her  hottoiu  on  the  ^Sth  ultimo;  also  diaL^Tuns  Hhtstratin«:  thone 
iujuries.  This  report  also  mentions  a  faet  of  vita!  importanee  to  those 
eoneerned,  as  well  as  to  the  effieient  working  of  the  ship,  viz,  the  total 
absence  of  any  means  of  escape  from  death  by  scalding'  of  tJio^e  in  the 
en^iie  n3om  in  the  event  of  au}^  accident  causing  an  es<*ape  of  steam, 
'rhi8  19,  in  my  opinion,  true,  and  so  serious  a  fact  that  I  beg  leave  to 
urge  that  a  remedy  may  be  applied  if  possible. 
Rpspectfidl}'.  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

John  L.  Wordek, 

OnirfiNinder, 
Rear*Adniinil  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Chmd4j.  Sottth  AiinNtic  Hloekdg.  Sqimihofi^  Port  Eoyal/S>  O, 


Eeport  of  Second  Aeiiitaiit  Engineer  Stephens,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Montauk, 
Ogeeehee  Rivt-r^  Georgia^  F^hrifanj  i*S^  1SG3, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  respei-tfully  report  as  follows 
what  transpired  in  the  engine  department  during  the  openitioiis  for  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  steamship  XmiuuUe  for  the  past  two  days. 

B^bruary  iJ7,  at  4:08  p,  m.,  whih^  at  dinner,  the  robel  steamer  was 
reported  in  sight.  All  bands  were  called  to  quarters  iit  once.  At  4: 15 
had  steam  at  30  |)ounds,  trattle  covers  on,  and  all  ready  to  i*un  at  speed. 
At  4:«-i5  was  relieved  from  quarters,  keeping  everything  in  battle  trim. 

At  4:30,  February  '2S,  all  hands  cal!ea  and  prepared  for  action.  At 
5:ij5  a.  m.  spread  tires.  At  5:40,  .steam  30  pounds,  and  startinl  engines 
ahead.  Went  to  qnarters  at  *>  oV'lock  and  mn  at  varying  speed  (rrora 
38  to  50  revohitions)  until  7  a.  m.,  when  we  stopped  tne  vessel  and 
anchored  within  range  of  Fort  McAllistjor  and  the  steamer  Mf^Avill-e, 
In  a  few  minutes  guns  commenced  tiring,  all  hands  in  the  engine  depart- 
ment  at  their  respective  stations.  We  remained  in  condition,  with  28 
to  30  pounds  steam,  tx)  execute  any  order  that  we  might  receive,  ^^t 
about  8  our  guns  Ci-ased  firing.  \Ve  were  aware  of  our  vessefs  !H>ing 
struck  several  times  by  the  enemy ^s  shot.  At  S  received  the  gmtifying 
information  that  the  rebel  steamer  was  on  Hre,  the  blaze  extending  fon^ 
and  aft.  At  8:35  received  orders  to  prepare  to  up  anchor,  and  started 
engines  ahead  and  l)a€^k  several  times;  then  went  ahead  at  modemte 
speed  down  the  river. 

At  S^*:  35  a  violent,  sudden,  and  seemingly  double  explosion  took  place. 
1  instantly  called  the  men  from  the  starboard  side  to  prevent  their  l>eing 
scalded,  expecting  a  gush  of  steam,  supposing  from  the  locality  of  the 
sound  that  a  shot  had  peuetnited  or  some  part  of  the  starboard  boiler 
had  giveti  way.  While  looking  at  the  Imiler  to  see  the  etfect,  the  dust, 
debris,  and  smoke  came  down  from  the  angle  formed  by  the  deck  and 
smoke  pipe  on  starboard  side,  causing  the  impression  for  a  moment  that 
a  shell  liad  penetrated  and  exploded  there.     While  intently  watching 


I 


SOUTH    ATLAini'IO    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  701 

for  the  f^ffect  to  develop  itself  from  the  starlMmrd  boiler,  the  man  sta- 
tionfid  ill  port  passage  with  lantern  as  lookout  reported  chat  the  port 
boiler  wan  burst  underneath.  Tot»k  a  view  in  the  port  piussage,  saw 
the  water  eavseaditig,  judged  the  caui?e  to  be  the  east-iron  outboard  to 
l>low  off.  Ordered  Seeoiid  A.ssist^int  Forbes  to  put  both  riteaiii  pumps 
in  motion  on  the  bilge  and  steam  to  be  kept  up  in  the  boilers:  found 
t  InU  the  leaks  gained  on  the  two  sti.*am  piuiips.  The  water  did  not  lower 
in  the  gauge  on  boilers;  put  on  the  mam  bilge  injection  and  shut  off  the 
outlmard.  We  then  redured  the  water  in  bilge  fa.st.  In  answer  to  an 
entptirj  from  deek  we  rejilied  that  it  was  not  neeevssary  to  beaeh  the 
Vt'ssel;  that  we  could  keep  the  water  down.  Shortly  after,  the  bell 
rung  to  stopj  baek,  and  stop.  Then  the  water  gaified  nipidly  on  the 
steam  pumps.  In  u  short  tune  it  was  from  5  to  f»  inehes  deep  on  the  _ 
engine  room  floor,  1  sent  twiee  for  orders  to  put  the  engine^s  in  motion,  ■ 
that  we  might  use  the  I>ilge  injeetion;  then  received  the.  orders  to  da  so,  ■ 
and  to  remove  the  hatches.  After  some  ditlieulty  in  foiming  a  va(*uum 
the  injeetion  again  eonmieneed  and  soon  lowered  the  water  below  the 
floor  of  engine  room.  In  the  meantime  Assistant  Engineers  R.  Fotts, 
MeCartney,  and  (treene  eame  from  their  stations  in  turret,  reporting 
that  it  was  a  torpedf*  that  had  exploded  under  the  vessel.  They  imme- 
diately went  to  work  to  ascertain  and  repair  the  damage,  if  |X)ssibl€^ 
temporarily.  They  found  the  pipe  bi-oken  short  ofl"  at  the  lower  fianpe. 
They  removed  the  upptrr  [)ieee  amidst  the  flow  of  water  and  got  on  a 
temporary  stop.  We  then  saw  that  there  was  more  water  than  wa^j  due 
to  tliat  leak  alone,  While  we  were  so  engaged  the  vassel  had  been 
l)eaehed  by  our  pilot,  Mr.  Murphy,  with  excellent  judgment,  on  level 
keel  and  no  list,  and  where  the  mod  formed  a  valve  under  the  large 
fracture  in  bottom  of  ship,  afterwards  discover ed. 

The  gunboats  Sefieca^  Ihnpn^  and  Wif<Hahickon  sent  men  to  assist. 
Mr,  Tomlinson,  ehief  engineer  of  the  Ihnnu  reported  to  me  in  the 
engine  room  that  he  was  ready  to  give  any  assistance  requirefl.  Lines 
of  men  had  been  placed  in  position  with  buckets  to  bail  water  and  pass 
it  up  through  the  tire -room  hatches,  and  Assistaiit  Potts  had  seeo  to 

Sitting  portable  deek  pumps  in  condition  to  use  forward  if  ne<*essary, 
itt  by  that  time,  about  10:15,  our  engines  had  lowered  the  water 
l>e  \'  o  1 1  d  €*>  n  V e n  i en  t  rei ich  *  > f  t h  f *  I  j  u  e  k  e  t  s  a  n d  kep  t  i  t  d  o  w  n ,  E v e  vy  t  li  i  n  g 
being  in  safe  condition,  all  those  having  wet  clothing  were  rcdieved 
and  ordered  to  dress  in  dry  ^-lothing  and  tnke  dinner.  1  then,  sir, 
reported  to  you  my  inalality  to  ascertain  or  eetimate  the  amount  of 
damage  done  with  any  degree  of  certainty  until  the  water  was  all 
pumped  out  and  I  had  made  a  personal  examination.  The  broken 
section  of  pipe  was  all  we  had  then  ready  to  send  with  the  dispatch 
steamer. 

The  floor  plates  at  the  side  of  boiler  having  tieen  removed*  and  the 
sand  that  had  washed  in  under  the  boiler  cleaned  out,  f  found  the  cen- 
ter of  etiect  from  the  torpedo's  explosion  to  he  directly  in  a  vertical 
line  %vith  after  end  of  ash  pits  of  twiilers  forward,  and  a  few  inches  to 
port  from  the  center  line  of  port  boiler.  The  rib  of  vessel  at  the 
Miterseetion  of  these  given  lines  was  8  inches  in  height,  one-half  inch 
thick,  riveted  to  an  angle  iron  4  inches  by  4  inches.  The  force  had 
driven  it  up  about  6  int-nes,  struck  a  fastening  on  lx)iler,  sprung  back 
and  remained  about  2t  inches  above  its  original  position.  The  plate- 
iron  shell  or  bottom  of  vessel  had  fractured,  along  the  line  of  rivets 
under  this  rib,  for  about  2  feet  to  port  side  of  center,  and  then  again 
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diu^njtmliw  starboard  and  aft,  about  12  to  14  inches  from  center,  leav- 
ing a  fissure  open  about  one-fourth  inch  at  greatest  bi-eadth. 

The  bottom  of  the  vessel  and  ribs  *^how  the  destructive  effects  of 
the  explosioa  for  a  radius  of  3  feet  around  the  center  of  explosion. 
The  ribs  aft  and  forwaixl  of  this  center  are  both  sprung  up,  they  lieing 
12^  inchew  in  depth  on  that  line  and  level  with  Ixittom  of  buiierM  and 
tire-room  floor,  with  double  su»gle  iron*?  at  top,  as  shown  in  diagniHi 
herewith  Hubmitted.  The  one  aft,  under  water  bottoms  of  i>oiler,  the 
boiler  renting  on  it  in  part,  raised  with  it  the  port  toiler,  starting 
i$light  leaks  in  it  at  once^  and  caused  the  dui?t  to  fly  out  from  joining 
of  the  starlxpard  nide  of  smoke  pipe  and  deck,  and  gave  the  momentary 
impression  that  a  shell  had  burst  there.  The  inertia  of  the  boilers 
seems  to  have  prevented  that  rib  from  rising  more  thanaboutone-half 
inch.  The  rib  forward  of  center  of  explosion  at  the  distance  (18 
inches)  is  affected  very  differently,  although  it  is  the  same  in  dimen- 
sions, it  spiling  up  and  recoiled  and  remamed  about  IJ  inches  at)ove 
the  original  position.  The  effect  on  it  is  remarkable.  The  line  of 
rivets  in  the  half  inch  vertical  plate  rib,  fastening  it  to  the  lower  angle 
irons,  are  broken,  fractured,  and  loosened  to  the  extent  of  5  to  6  feet. 
The  lower  edge  of  this  vertical  plate  is  now  corrugated  out  of  it»  orig- 
inal line  more  than  an  inch  in  one  place.  I  saw  that  permanent  repairs 
were  impossible  in  our  present  condition  and  limited  means,  and  that 
the  leak  was  now  in  a  great  measure  stopped  b\'  resting  on  a  mud 
bottom;  aUo  that  any  temporary  repairs  must  be  done  before  the 
tide  raised  the  vessel  I  had  the  tires  hauled  from  port  boiler.  [T] 
remained  and  put  wooden  and  iron  shoes  and  bmces  between  the  lx>t- 
tom  of  boiler  and  bottom  and  ribs  of  vesf^el,  and  made  joints  of  sheet 
gum,  pine  wedges,  etc.  At  flood  tide  the  engine^*  were  put  in  motion 
with  steam  from  starboard  boiler  alone,  at  8  p.  m.,  and  run  at  speed 
of  twenty-tive  revolutions  down  the  river  to  Ossabaw  Sound.  Came 
to  anchor  at  5  p.  m.  in  smiadron:  the  engines  performed  well  during 
the  whole  day,  under  all  tne  varying  circumstances,  I  remained  under 
the  boiler  to  see  the  effect  of  the  engine  while  in  motion,  on  the  tern- 
porary  plugs  and  patch ing.  Found  thtit  they  would  do  well  in  smooth 
water.  At  ^  p,  m,  the  amount  of  leak  was  reduced  so  much  that  one 
steam  pump  kept  the  bilge i-lear  *>f  water,  running  at  its  slowcstspeed. 
I  then  considered  that  the  ship  wsts  again  ready  for  action  if  tw^o  hour's 
notice  wa**  o^iven.  Then  being  in  safe  position  we  remained  during 
the  night  with  slow  tires  in  starboard  lioiler  to  keep  the  fan  engines 
and  steam  pump  at  work. 

In  submitting  this,  sir,  I  feel  bound  to  complain  in  the  name  of  and 
for  all  engagecTin  the  engine  departments  of  these  vessels  against  the 
indifference,  the  negligence,  manifested  in  the  construction  of  the 
machinery  and  hull  by  the  builders  to  the  lives  and  well-l>eing  of 
those  necessarily  engaged  below  hatches  in  the  engine  room.  At  first 
we  noticed  that  there  were  cast-iron  standpipes  under  the  boilers  to 
"vent,  surface,  and  bottom  blow-offs,""  and  tnat  there  was  no  stop  or 

L  valve  at  the  skin  of  ship  to  shut  out  the  water  if  the  pipes  should  by 
any  means  be  broken.     It  was  of  small  diameter,  being  only  5  inches, 
and  could  be  broken  short,  off  at  any  time  w  ith  a  hand  hammer. 
I  assert  that  fitting  to  have  been  put  on  against  all  experience  in 
such  matters,  and  with  no  excuse  for  it  but  unreasoning  avarice,  if  that 
be  an  excuse. 
Again,  sir,  there  ih  no  provision  made  for  instant  exit  from  the 
engine  room,  where  everyone  must  be  scalded  to  death  if  even  an 
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onlinary  ntemn  \n\)v  is  |)arti»d.  That  fact  I  roaliz^d  for  a  oionieut  in 
its  fullest  extonL  1  could  call  the  iiit^n  frotn  their  stations,  but  had 
theo  no  mean.s  of  .savitJijj  their  lives  if  the  ^teani  hud  followed  explf)- 
sion,  a8  [  expected.     It  taken  Hevenil  mituitc^  to  remove  the  hatchi\s 


FRACTURE  W  HULL  Of 
mON  CLAB  ^T£AM£R  MQNTAUK 
(C9U$e<f  by  fhe  bursting  Qfa  Torpedo .) 

iXPlANATfONS, 
a.  Centre  of  Conct/ssion 
Frame  €.  Greatest  def/ecfion   i^i  inctfes. 
*i       C.       "  "  f'A      " 


AT 


*>r  to  fwisH  fi>r'ward  through  the  paisMages  by  side  of  l>oilers  when  at 

(Hmrters— Innjrer  tbnn  a  man  can  retain  nis  breath,  and  time  enouj(h  for 
tne  whole  enfjirie  rcMjm  to  f>e  raised  to  a  scalding  heat  if  only  a  ^^iiuli 
pipe  or  orifice  i^hoidd  MuddeiiJy  open  from  the  boilen     Such  a  palpafde 
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mantnip  shini'd  not  be,  and  in  the  mime  of  all  1  protest  against  such 
an  atcuiimlation  of  bazard::^*  With  the  best  cx^ntrivanccs  the  danger 
is  and  must  be  great. 

1  .suggest  that  good  and  honeat  workmanship  is  the  remedj  for  the 
former  evil,  and  a  simple  lever,  fulcrum,  connecting  rod,  counterpoise, 
and  trigger,  applied  to  the  large,  heavy  hatch,  is  all  that  h  necessary 
to  give  matant  means  of  escape  to  tHose  in  the  engine  rooin  at  any 
moment. 

This,  with  the  diagmm  showing  rupture  in  the  ship*s  Vxittom,  made 
by  Third  Asnistant  (1.  M,  Greene,  and  pencil  sketch  of  broken  out- 
board cast-iron  pipe  hy  Third  Assistant  D,  P.  McCartney,  are  all 
respectfully  snbmitt<>d,  as  in  duty  required. 
M  Dst  o  bed  i  e  n  tly , 

ThoS.  a,  STEFHEN&, 

Secmid  Amlstant  Eftgtneer^  U*  S,  JVai^^* 
Commander  John  L.  Worden. 


Abftrmct  log  of  tlie  IT,  B.  8.  ftetieoa,  Lieutena^n^C^mmiUKlor  OlbKin,  IT.  fl.  Havy,  conun&nding* 

•  FJmmnj  27,  1863.— From  4  to  tJ  p.  ul:  Light  aii-s  from  the  south- 
ward and  eastward;  cloudy  and  rainy.  Exchanged  signaln  with  the 
Mfnitank.  (rot  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  Stiw  the  steamer 
No^hi'iHt  and  tired  the  following  shell  at  her:  1  5-8econd,  2  25*second, 
1  20 -pounder  Purrott* 

Fehruffnj  ;-^<V.— From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Light  airs  and  overcast.  Mtm- 
iatfk  got  underway  at  daylight  and  steivniod  up  the  river.  At  5:5U 
a.  m,  got  underway  and  followed  her;  Wi^ahitArf/}  and  Dawn  in  com- 
pany. Went  to  t|yarters  at  t\:Sb  a.  m.  At  GiS^  a.  m.  let  go  port 
anehor.  At  7:08  a.  m.  the  Mrmfaitk  opened  fire  on  the  NmhinlJ^* 
Imttery  replied.  At  7:17  a,  .m.  we  opened  fire  on  the  battery  with 
Xl-ioch  pivot,  hattery  replying  and  at  timei>  falling  sht  rt.  At  7:50 
a.  ni.  thick  fog;  ceased  tiring.  At  8:57  fog  cleared,  and  the  battery 
opened  fire  on  the  M<m^gKl\  At  1*  a,  m.  discovered  the  NaHkinJle  on 
fire;  gave  three  cheers.  At  9:30  a.  m.  up  anchor  and  steamed  down 
tbt*  river.  At  9:85  the  NitHhriih  exploded.  At  1^:45  a.  m.  sent 
whaler,  pinnace,  and  <'utter,  with  all  the  ship's  buckets,  to  Montank. 
Lot  go  port  anchor. 

Expended:  5  :i5-second  Xl-inch  shell.  3  Parrott  rifle  shell.  At  11:20 
a.  m,  sent  pinnace  ashore  in  charge  of  Mr,  Paine  for  two  oontra bands* 
At  3:15  p.  m.  got  undenvay  and  stood  down  the  river. 


Abilr&et  log  of  the  F.  B,  8.  WiiiaMokoQ,  Lieutenant'Commander  Baviii  U.  S.  V%vj^  com- 

m&iLdmg. 

FSruary  28, 1S63.— From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Light  airs  from  the  S.  S.  W. ; 
weather  hazy.  At  4:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  procecd*:i  throuarh 
Hell  Gate  and  up  the  Ogeechee  River.  At  5: 30  came  to  alongside  t^e 
Mcmiauk  with  toe  port  anchor.  At  6  got  underway,  foi>  »win^  the 
Mmitauk  up  the  river.  At  ♦>:  55  came  to  m  company  with  the  gunboats 
SeneramiA  Dawn.  At  7:20  the  MontauJc  opened  fire  on  toe  rebel 
steamer  iVcwAi??//^,  when  Fort  McAllister  replied.    At  7:43  we  opened 
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fire*  At  7:50  came  up  u  thirk  fog;  reitst*il  tirini^.  Tide,  ebb;  barome* 
ter,  '29.80;  air,  74  .  At  8i45,  fog  clearing  up,  continued  lirinor  at  the 
fort  by  intervals.  At  ^*:4rj  disi-overed  the  j\aj</tpilir  on  tire.  At  9: 45 
the  fire  reached  her  ruiit^azine,  when  an  expioBion  took  phice,  blowing 
lier  into  fragnieuts.  At  K):  15  ceased  firing,  Expetided  the  following 
amount  i>i  ammunition:  Xi-ineb,  7  ^hell,  25-yeeond  fuze;  20  pounder 
1  *urrolt,  I  r ith'd  she! I,  1 5-seeond  fuze.  At  lU:  20  got  underway  and  pro- 
reedetl  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Moutauk%  Serieea.VLud  Daum, 
At  10:  HU  came  to  anchor,  jfotdmik  hailed,  .naying  she  wa.s  .-^trnek  hy 
a  torpedo  and  was  making  water;  s*-nt  all  boatj?  immediately  to  her 
a.^sist4ince,  and  .'Succeeded  in  freeing  her.  At  11:30  boats  returned. 
At  1:45  Haw  some  contrabands  coniing  across  the  marsh  from  Fort 
McAllister;  sent  an  armed  boat  for  them  in  charge  of  an  offit*en  At 
1:  :iU  p.  ra,  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  for  Fort  RoyaL 


Abitract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Dawn,  Lientena&t-Gommander  Bamei,  XT.  S,  Kavy,  oommandiiig. 

Fdhnmrt/  27^  IS6S. — The  rebel  8teanjer  lYa^kmUe  eanie  down  the 
Ogeeehee  liiver  on  a  reconnoi^sanee.  The  Seneca  ran  up  to  Genesis 
Point  and  exehanged  shots  with  Fort  McAllister, 

Fehnmru  '2H. — At  0:20  a,  m. ,  in  company  with  the  Montauk\  Semsca^ 
and  Wi^mlfickou,  went  up  the  Ogeeciicr  Hivcr,  and  at  7:30  opened  lire 
on  tlie  Confederate  steamer  A'aj</trii/t\  lying  aground  above  Fort 
McAllisten  Thi^v  replied  from  the  fort,  and  we  returned  their  tire  at 
intervals.  ContiTiucd  tiring  for  one  hour,  when  a  thick  fog  .set  in,  ren- 
dering it  impossible  for  us  to  see  the  fort  or  steaoier;  ceased  tiring  in 
consetpience.  At  y:40  the  fog  lifted,  and  we  discovered  that  our  .shell 
had  set  the  JVtwhmlh'  on  fire.  At  9:40  there  was  a  slight  explosion  on 
Ixjard  of  her,  followed  at  9:50  by  a  heavy  one,  blowing  up  ner  decks 
from  the  f  cu'emast  to  he  r  smokestack .  I  lav  i  ng  accompl  ished  our  o  bject, 
at  10:40  moved  down  river,  and,  in  company  with  other  gunlxmts^eame 
to  anchor  on  the  l)ar.  At  H  p,  ni.  tht  iVmhr/yi^'  was  burned  tiearly  to 
the  water's  edge.  Fired  from  iOO-pounder  Farrott  8  i>ercussion  sheik 
and  4  25*seconds. 


Commendatory  letter  trom  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U,  B,  Navy,  to  Captain  Wordoa,  IF.  8,  ^ 

Ifavy. 

Unofficial.  J  Wabash, 

Port  Boi/al,  Sunday,  March  i,  [1S6S\. 

My  Dear  Captain:  Until  I  cmn  acknowledge  officially  your  interest- ' 
ing  dispatch,  accept  my  thanks  for  your  handsome  service. 

The  moment  wa^  quickly  seized,  and  handsomely  oxecut43d  was  the 
work* 

That  vessel,  the  NmhmlL'^  seemed  an  idea  in  tlie  pulilic  mind;  for, 
although  I  have  had  her  blocked  up  for  eight  months,  the  press*  with 
its  usual  accuracy,  has  had  her  running  the  blo<*kade about  every  three 
weeks.  Still,  had  she  got  out  a.s  a  privateer  and  joined  the  ...Vf^  and 
OrettK  1  always  felt  [itj  would  have  been  a  serious  matter,  and  alto- 
gether  ditfereiit  from  carrying  out  a  load  of  cotton.  At  this  particular 
moment^  tou,  I  feel  extremely  gratified  at  being  rid  of  her, 

N  w  R — vol.  13 -45 
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1  owe  much  to  Davis  and  Barnes,  who  have  teen  there  «o  long,  and 
to  Gibson,  ^inee  he  joined  them,  for  with  less  vigilance  and  spirit  she  i 
would  have  escaped  ere  this,  and  your  own  chance  of  adding  to  your 
brilliant  .services  \ivvn  IohL 

I  send  down  Mr.  Stimers  to  see  about  your  leak.  Act  ac<'ording  to 
ytuir  l>est  judgnjent  in  coining  up,  and  say  to  Drayton,  if  in,  that  I 
de.^ire  you  to  leave  S4>  soon  as  you  deem  it  necessary. 

Flea.se  say  a  word  to  Gibson  and  Barneii  from  me.     Davis  1  have 
seen  here*  *  And  l>elieve  me, 
Trulv,  vour  friend, 

S.  h\  Dv  Pont, 
Commander  J.  L,  Worden, 

Senior  Officer^  OtmafHPw. 


Letter  of  eonmtendatioii  from  Bear-Admirml  Dn  Font,  U.  B.  Mavy,  t^  Comaumder  Wordeiit 

H.  9,  Kftvy,  oomia&adiAg  U.  B.  S.  Montank. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

I\M  Jioi/al,  S,  (\.  Marrh  7,  IS03. 
Sik:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  inter- 
esting report  of  February  i28,  informing  me  of  the  destruction  of  the 

This  vessel,  after  l>eing  a  long  time  blockaded  in  the  waters  of  the 
Great  Ogeechee,  had  lx?en,  according  to  the  best  information  I  could 
recei\'e,  fitted  out  as  a  privat<?er  to  depredate  on  our  commerce.  This 
circumstaneo  adds  much  to  the  importance  of  her  destruction,  and  I 
desire  you  to  receive  my  thanks  for  the  same  and  the  expression  of 
my  admiration  at  the  manner  in  which  yon  have  accomplished  thi.s 
most  de.simble  result  under  the  guns  of  a  very  8trong  fort,  shielded 
from  approach  by  staking  and  torpedoef^*  You  have  thus  added  to 
your  already  distinguished  services  and  well-earned  reputation. 

You  will  also  convey  to  vonr  officei's  and  crew  my  coiumendation 
for  their  good  conduct,  not  only  on  this  oct^nsion,  but  during  the  pre- 
vious  attacks  of  the  3fmimik  on  the  fort  j^IcAllister],  and  trieir  serv* 
ices  generally  in  the  Ogeechee,  which  you  have  brought  so  favorably 
to  my  iiotice,  l*y  reading  this  cominuoication  to  them  on  the  firat  eon- 
venient  occasion. 

I  remain,  re^sjiectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 
Rear'Adffiirai^  Conidg,  South  Attaint Ic  Bloehi^ling  Squad^m. 

Commander  J.  L.  Wohden, 

IL  S.  S,  Affmffjnk* 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Ee&r-Admlr&l  Bu  Font,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Comsaatider 
Oibion,  n,  B.  ITavy,  commanding  V,  S.  S.  Beneoa, 

Flaqshif  James  Adger, 
Mrrth  Edisto,  S.  O,^  AprU  J,  1863. 
Sir:  In  my  official  dispatch  to  the  Department  referring  to  the 
destruction  of  the  JVaxAiHil-e,  I  have  not  refrained  from  doing  full 
justice  to  tiic  utticaid  and  crews  of  the  gunboats,  who,  for  so  long  a 
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period,  b}-  their  ^rent  watchfulness,  prevented  thiH  rebel  ves-nel  from 
prtweoding  to  .sen* 

It  g"ives  niejf resit  pleasure.  ht>we\'er,  to  express  to  vou,  and  through 
you  to  the  offirerri  and  crew  of  th(?  Semea,  my  higfi  appreciation  of 
their  vigihmce  in  maintaining'  the  blockade  of  the  SittJ!*kmUt\  and  their 
galkntry  in  aiding  in  her  dest ruction. 
You  will  please  read  this  letter  at  iiiuater. 
Respectfullv,  etr,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  W»  Gibson, 

[L  S.  S.  Smeea^  Nmili  Julisio^  S.  C\ 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Coimnander  John  S. 
Barnes,  U.  S*  Navy,  commanding  l\  S*  S.  Dawn.\ 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Bn  Pont,  U.  8.  Kavf,  tranimitUn^  rej^rt  of  faoard   of   inrT^y 
ordered  to  report  on  ijy  uri«s  to  the  tJ.  S.  8,  Honiauk  fk'om  explosion  of  torpedo. 

No.  122.]  Flagship  Wahash, 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  ihv  survey  on  the 
Mantfink^  injured  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo  m\  the  28th  ultimo, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  NashmiJ*!,  Drawings  are  also  forwarded 
herewith. 

Very  respeetfuMv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Chmdij,  Simih  AMantir  Bl<H:Jcading  Sffvadrmu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret  a  ry  of  the  Nwiyy ,   1  Va^h  huf  tmu 


Export  of  bowd  of  iurrey. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  March  S,  1S6S, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  this  date,  we  havt*  examined 
the  bottom  of  the  ironclad  Montauk  with  reference  to  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  explosion  beneath  it  of  a  torpedo  in  the  Ogeechec  liiver, 
and  we  beg  leave,  very  reHpectfully,  Uj  report: 

The  explosion  took  pUu'e  beneath  the  back  end  of  the  port  Iwiler, 
n n d e r  a  pa rt  w h c re  t h e  s h i | >'s  t »o 1 1 on i  is  v e ry  H at*  VC e  f o u n d  th e  ca*i t- 
Iron  |K)rtion  of  the  Iwiler  blow-oti  pipe*  which,  in  nil  iron  ships  it  is 
considered  necessary  to  place  bt*tween  the  c*.»pix^r  pipers  and  the 
wrought  iron  of  the  chip's  bottom  to  prevent  the  galvanic  action 
whii4i  would  otherwise  take  place,  broken  off;  the  bottom  |)erma- 
neatly  indented  2^  inches,  the  indentation  extending  5  feet  athwart 
ships  and  3  feet  fore  and  aft.  The  greatest  force  of  the  explosion  was 
directly  under  a  124nch  tioor,  along  beneath  which  the  plating  of  the 
ship  is  cracked  a  distance  of  2  feet  4:  im-hes,  thence  diagonal  I  y  aft  and 
toward  the  keel  1  foot  in  inches,  its  direction  being  indicated  by  say* 
ing  that  it  extendi?  aft  t#  inchei:>  and  athwart  shipi?  1  foot  b  inched,  the 
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agonal  portion  of  the  crack  )mng  m  the  next  strake  to  garlioard. 
Thits  12-mt'h  floor  ami  the  Iti-iiich  one  forward  of  it  are  wai*p€d  and 
torn  somewhat  from  the  frames. 

We  would  re.spcctfully  recommend  that  the  ship  te  beached  and  a 
soft  patch  t4ip  bolted  to  the  inside  of  the  cracked  plate;  that  the  floors 
\m  Htraitfhtened  and  rcfaHtcned  to  the  f ranien,  and  thai  a  wroiight-iron 
pipe  be  put  in  place  of  the  east- iron  one  which  broke. 

In  making  tnis  last  recommendation  we  are  aware  that  we  are 
departing  from  what  is  connidered  the  best  practice  in  iron  shipbuild- 
ing where  copper  pipes  are  used;  and  that  a  toi^edo  may  never  again 
explode  with  that  nice  adjustment  of  locality  and  force  which  uiay 
i»re.ak  a  cast-iron  pipe  and  not  break  througt  entirely'  into  the  ship, 
yet  we  prefer  to  assume  that  this  may  occur  and  to  suffer  the  certain 
inconvenience  of  the  galvanic  action  than  to  replace  a  broken  part 
with  material  which  will  certainly  be  broken  upon  an  exact  repetition 
of  the  accident. 

We  estimate  the  time  required  as  follows: 

To  make  the  necessary  preparations,  four  days; 

To  remain  on  the  beach,  two  days; 

To  complete  all  that  it  is  proposed  to  do.  four  days; 

Total  time  from  date,  ten  days. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Alban  C.  Stimers, 
Chief  Enqineer^  U.  S,  Natw^ 

R.  \\\  McCleeby, 
Vhi^f  Engineer^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Edwakd  Faron, 

Mechanteal  Engineer, 
Rear- Admiral  S*  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmmnanding  South  Atiuntiv  Bfockadhuj  Sgmidran, 


BepOTt  of  G&ptam  Anderion,  C.  B,  Array. 

Headquarters, 

Fijrf  M€AUtJiU>r,  Oa.,  Eehruarij28,  1S6S.      \ 

CArTAiNi  Through  you  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  Brigadier- 
Geneml  Mercer  the  result  of  this  morning- s  engagement: 

At  7:2;!  a.  m.  three  gunlK»ats,  one  mortar  boat,  and  an  ironclad 
came  in  sij^ht  of  our  battery.  The  gunboat.s  and  mortar  boat  took  the 
same  (wsitions  as  in  the  former  engagementH.  The  ironclad  anchored 
between  SOO  and  1,(H>0  yards  abreast  of  our  battery  and  directed  her 
entire  tire  at  the  Rafth^i(nake\Nmhmllt^^  vi\Avh.  wa,s  aground  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  her.  The  wooden  vessels  directed  their 
fire  lit  the  battery;  did  no  daaiage,  but  slightly  injuring  the  quarters 
of  the  Emmett  Rifle-^H  and  plowing  up  the  dirt  in  our  {Kii'aUe.  At  7: 40 
o'clock  the  EatUeminke  was  set  on  fire,  whether  by  her  commander 
[Captain  Baker]  or  by  the  shell  of  the  enemy  1  am  unable  to  say.  If 
by  Captain  Baker,  I  think  it  was  entirely  unnecessary,  cin-umstance^s 
not  demanding  her  destruction.  The  ironclad  was  struck  by  several 
of  our  ehot;  tlie  wooden  vessels  were  struck  once  bv  our  32-pounder 
rifle, 

Otiicci-s  and  men  acted  with  their  accustomed  bravery  and  only 
regretted  the  brevity  of  the  fight. 

At  9:30  o'clock  the  vessels  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  the 
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fOj^^epchee]  river.     Tlie  ironclad  apparently  passed  and  repa88ed  Tvith 
hiipiinity  os  er  thi^  spot  where  the  torpedoes  were  Huok* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  j^ervant, 

Geo.  W.  Anderson,  Jr.^ 

Captain^  Vommandmg. 
Captain  George  A.  Mercer, 

AH^istant  Adjutmitr^  Oeneral. 


Report  of  EeaT-Afhrtiral  Ihi  Pmit,,  IL  S\   Namjy  regarding  fh*i  dh- 
tribution  offfw  vessels  of  kh  eojHjfta/Hi. 

No.  107.]  Flagbhip  Wabash, 

Pm^t  Royid,  S.  r.,  March  U  ISGS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  positions  on  blockade 
of  the  ve?^ek  of  this  squadron: 

Georgetown,  IT.  S. 'S.  Cfmemaugh. 

Off  BiilFs  Bay,  U*  S.  S.  Lfjdomi, 

Off  Charleston,  U*  S,  steauiers  New  IroTimde^,  Powhatan^  Catian- 
dmgua^  Qmih/r  Vity,  Jame^  Adger^  Amjusht^  Ilitron^  SMtin^  and 
schooners  G.   If'.  Blimt  and  Afnerk'a, 

In  Stono,  IT,  S.  steamers  Pmonee^  UnadUhi^  and  Cmnmodare  Me- 
Dououglu 

In  North  Edisto,  U.  S,  S.  South  Carolina. 

In  St.  Helena,  LT.  8.  bark  luMgfisher. 

In  Wassaw,  U.  S.  8.  Marhfrht-ad. 

In  Ossabaw,  U.  S.  steamers  Pa^aie^  MoniauA\  Ptiapsco^  JVaftmit^ 
Sehago^  Seneca^  Winssahichm^  Dawn^  and  mortar  schooners  Para^  0, 
P.  ^y/iams^  and  Norfijli'  Pneht, 

Guarding  St  Catherine's,  Sarn^lo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Simon's  sounds, 
U.  S.  steamers  Paid  Jime^,  KeyHtmie  Statt\  Pottrauka^  Wmnmttta; 
barks  Brazil lera  and  FermtHdina, 

In  St.  Andrew's,  U.  8-  bark  Midnight. 

At  Feruandina,  U,  S,  8.  Mohawk. 

In  St.  John's  River,  U.  8*  steamers  Nbnrich  and  rnras. 

In  Port  Royal,  most  of  them  repairing,  taking  in  provisions  ijxA 
coal,  flagship  iFaia^A,  storeship  V^Tmont^X}.  S.  steamers  HW/r/^rXv7^ 
Hmisatonit\  Flag^  Memphis^  Madglt;  tugs  Daffodih  Odamhim\  <K  M. 
Pettit^  Re^eue^  and  DattdeiitnK  The  IL  S.  8.  Fiaadhnu  and  U.  8. 
schooner  Hope  are  used  as  dispatch  vessels, 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear* Admiral^  C^mdg,  South  Atimittc  Blockading  Sqimdnm. 

Hon.  GmKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Order  of  Rear'Admiral  J}u  Pont^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Zietit^nant' Oom- 
mander  Hughes,  U.  8.  JVai^y^  in  ni^fw  of  the  presence  ofths  blockade 
nmner  Raroso  in  St,  Mary  8  River, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Ilarhor,  S.  a,  March  U  1863, 
Sir:  Through  a  communication  f i-om  Colonel  Hawley  at  Fernandina 
to  the  adjutaut-geneml  here,  I  leara  that  there  is  a  rebel  side  wheel 
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8ti*aDier  allied  the  Bm^mo  up  the  St.  Mary '8  River,  near  Camp  Pink- 
ney,  whirh  is  preparing  to  run  tlie  blockade.  She  is  Hupplied  with 
hai-d  coal,  I  am  told,  to  escape  objservatioiL 

I  feel  assured  it  is  only  necessary  to  send  you  this  informatiou,  in 
case  you  have  not  previously  received  it,  to  insure  all  vigilance  on 
3'our  part.  I  recommend  selecting  with  mre  the  best  anchorage  for 
the  Mohiiit'kx  a  picket  !>oat  at  night  might  also  be  of  service, 

I  hope  the  fort  is  alive  to  the  necessity  of  a  sharp  lookout.  Had 
you  not  better  see  the  colonel  commanding  the  post  and  establish 
concerted  signals,  etc.  i 

I  Bend  you  a  paper  of  the  latest  dat*^  received  here. 

You  will  \m  pleased  to  hear  that  we  received  intelligence  yesterday 
of  the  destruction  of  the  M^(M*<kmJl€  under  the  guns  of  Fort  McAllister 
on  the  Ogeechee,  by  the  Mfmtfntk  and  the  gunl>oats.  This  may  enable 
me  to  send  you  a  vessel  soon,  for  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  crippled 
CO  n  d  i  t  i  o  n  oft  he  Moh  awl'. 
Kespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Afhn  iral . 

Lieutenantr-Commander  A.  K.  Hughes. 

IL  S,  aS'.  Mohawk^  Femmidina. 


OnltT  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Ptmf,  IL  S,  Tfavy^  to  Captain  Turner^ 
U,  S.  uVavy^  regarditu/  the  d^/tositi^n  o/prtzes. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  R^ryal  Ilarfmr,  S,  C,  March  1,  1863. 
Sir:  In  case  you  capture  any  more  steamers  oif  Charleston  and  send 
them  north  from  there,  you  will,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Dei>nrtnieiit, 
dispatch  them  to  Boston. 
Rasj>ectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Do  Pont, 

Rear*Admi^il. 
Captain  T.  Turner, 

U*  S.  S.  Neio  Tronmd4^,  CfmrleJitmi. 


[Telegmm.] 


Navy  Department,  March  j8, 186S. 
Dispatch  the  Coiirm\  with  stores,  immediately  to  Port  Royal.     They 

are  very  much  needed. 

Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  Hibam  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard^  New  Tork. 
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Report  of  liear-Adwind  Dtt  Ptmt^  IK  S,  Navi/^  tmn^mUtinp  drawing 
aftlu  C^tf/tih-raie  ironclad  Aikint a  {fa^nerly  Fhujal)^  with  exvlaii' 
atoTif  letter. 

No.  106.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royfd^  S\  a,  March  2,  IS6S. 
Sir:  I  Imve  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  drawing''*  of  the  Savan- 
nah iront^hid  Atlitnta^  formerly  the  Flfujid,  with  an  exphmatory  letter 
by  First  Asnistant  Enj^ineer  Baiiipton,  of  this  ves^^eL 

The  drawing  wa.s  made  from  Information  given  by  an  Engli^shmao, 
taken  a  few  da^^s  ago  in  the  prize  sehoouei*  irlidt'  m  Warsaw,  w^ho 
8tate8  that  he  boarded  in  Savannah  with  the  draftsman  who  executed 
the  drawings  of  the  Fing(d^  w  hich  he  wa>i  permitted  to  see,  and  aL^o 
that  he  hacT frequently  been  on  Iward  the  vessel. 
Very  respeetfuUw  your  ot:»€dient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Ettir-AdmiraJ.  Comdg,  Smith  Atf^antie  Blockading  SgimSrmi, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretitni  of  the  Nwkyy^   Wmhinfjton,,  D.  CI 

[Enole>!iirt;.J 

U.  S»  FiAOBHip  Wabash, 
Pirrt  Royal  Jfarhar,  S\  a,  March  2,  ISOS. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  desire,  I  herein  furnish  the  details  of 
the  rebel  ram  Finf/a/  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  them  from 
the  prisoner  taken  from  the  prize  sehooner  (riidt\ 

Tne  prineij>ui  foiiture  in  the  nim's  oonstruetion,  as  will  tie  seen  in 
the  accompanying  drawing,  is  the  manner  in  which  her  armor  is 
secured.  It  consists  of  tw'o  thicknesses  of  iron  ptates  (each  2t  inches 
thick  by  5  inches  in  width),  the  lower  or  inner  plates  running  longi- 
tudinally with  the  ve(=isel  Ix^tween  alternate  layers  of  wood  2|  inches 
in  width,  the  upper  or  outside  plat-es  crossing  at  right  angles  to  the 
inside  layers,  lliese  inner  layei-s  of  plates  ha\^e  no  Twits  in  them,  but 
bolts  pass  through  the  outside  plates  into  the  alt^^niate  la3'ers  of  wood,' 
thus  securing  the  armor.  The  bolts  used  for  this  purpose  are  of  com- 
mon blunt  pattern. 

The  forward  and  after  guns  are  on  pivots  and  can  be  ti-ained  to  the 
nearest  poiis  on  each  side,  no  broadside  guns  being  mounted  in  these 
ports.  She  is  thus  able  to  use  four  broadside  guns  on  the  ixirt  side 
and  three  on  the  starboard,  there  being  but  one  porthole  for  a  broad- 
side gun  on  the  sttirboard  side. 

When  going  into  action,  the  smoke  pipe  is  intended  to  be  i^^moved 
flush  with  the  deck  and  a  grating  placed  in  the  aperture.  It  may  be 
proper  to  state  that  the  vessel  as  originally  constructed  was  an  iron 
one  and  was  cut  down  and  changed  to  the  pi-esent  form.  Her  bow  ts 
composed  of  heavy  Ijoiler  iron,  0  feet  long  liy  8  feet  wide,  tilled  inside 
and  bolted  to  the  stem.  These  explanations  will,  I  trust,  be  readily 
understood  l)v  reference  t^  the  accorapimying  drawing. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  C,  Baj«pton, 
Firat  Ami^tant  Engineern,  U>  S,  Na/vy. 


Rear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navj, 

Commanding  South  Atlmitw  Blvci^mg  Sqitadi 


rmu 


♦Not  found.    A  draining  of  the  C.  S,  H,  AtkirUa  will  be  fotmd  under  date  ol  her 
capUirts  June  17»  1863, 
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[EndorHeineQL] 

Believing  that  the  above,  with  the  aceompaiiyint,'  drawirtg,  will  \m 
interesting  to  the  Department,  I  herewith  forward  them. 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

liear'Admirtil. 


CQTifidmUiai  letter  fnrni  Bear-Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S,  Mi^*y,  to  tfi^ 
Amistant  Secretary  of  ths  Na^v^,  regarding  irmi€l<idj<  retjuired* 

Flagship  Wabash, 

1  Port  Royal  I/afiof%  S\  C,  Jfarch  ^,  1S6S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  unofficial  letter  of  the  2<>th,  and  desire, 
before  I  sny  another  word,  to  uudeeeive  voii  as  to  uiyever  having  said 
to  Oi'iH^ral  Foster  or  anybody  else  that  1  would  be  perfectly  natisfied 
with  two  more  monitors*  Seymour,  more  of  a  shipinan  where  fortes 
are  concerned  than  I  am,  said  once  he  thought  six  monitors  besides 
the  frofiHtdf'j-t  would  do  it,  and  thLs  may  have  led  to  the  mistake. 

While  I  thank  you  much  for  youi'  great  effort^,  I  think  it  right  to 
.say  that  the  limit  of  my  waut^  in  the  way  of  ironclads  is  the  capacity 
of  the  Dei>ai'tmeut  to  supply  them.  I  think  the  ilA/vv'/^/zfcA' should  be 
watched,  atid  deem  it  right  that  one  should  be  at  Newport  News,  but  I 
want  to  say  to  you,  as  a  fiiend  and  otBcer,  that  if  you  retain  a  single 
one  not  absolutely  wanted  elsewhere  you  may  regret  it  the  longest 
day  you  live.  If  you  send  me  all  you  can,  I  can  ask  no  more,  but  I  do 
not  see  why  I  cun  not  hav^e  the  MantueJc^t  and  the  Kmhuli  ^s  well  as 
the  fJat^kUL  1  trust  in  God  you  are  not  going  to  let  Foster  inveigle 
you  into  any  Wilmington  operation  nntil  we  are  through  here.  Let 
the  Army  go  on,  if  it  pleases,  with  that  system  of  dissemination  which 
has  well  nigh  ruined  it  and  us,  but  keep  it  out  of  the  Navy.  When 
you  started  on  the  Wilmington  plan  I  took  it  patiently,  though  pressed 
all  round  by  the  rebel  rams. 

Foster  left  us  a  precious  legacy  here — flying  round  making  rconnois- 
sances.  He  made  one  up  Folly  River,  and  then  it  wa^*  published  in 
the  Hemld.  Morris  Island  has  since  been  covered  with  batteries, 
where  we  have  to  win  onr  harbor  and  establish  our  naval  base. 

We  got  steam  on  Weeluftrken  to-day,  luit  the  piston  leaks  and  has  to 
come  out;  it  will  take  three  days.  I  fear  Wordenls  vessel  was  hurt  by 
the  torpedo.  They  avoided  it  going  up,  but  in  drifting  down  in  the 
fog  after  the  fight  they  touched  it  and  it  went  otl'.  The  leak  was  bad 
at  first,  l)ut  it  was  foimd  to  come  from  a  pipe  principally.  I  sent 
Stimers  immediately  down,  and  with  orders  to  brmg  her  up  here.  1 
hope  to  hear  to-morrow  that  Dravton  has  taken  the  fort.  That  A^ash- 
vf'lJe  was  a  thorn  in  my  flesh  and  ^Vorden  did  the  work  on  her  beauti- 
fully, but  she  never  would  have  lieen  there  for  him  to  operate  on  but 
for  two  such  bkx^kaders  as  Davis  and  Barnes,  who  have  been  there  so 
long,  making  such  an,  iiupression  by  their  boldness  that  the  fellow 
never  dared  attempt  to  run  by  them.  Gibson,  after  he  went,  did  very 
well  too. 

Oh,  those  supply  ships  that  will  not  cornel     No  provisions  yet. 

It  is  very  late  and  I  am  much  pressed.  With  warm  regards  to  Mr. 
Welles, 

Yours,  most  sincerelv.  8,  F,  Du  Pont. 

Hod.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Ask/ if  taut  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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P,  S.— Excuse  me,  but  I  eould  not  but  «mil*^  tit  j^oui*  grand  ])lun  of 
Hailing  in  silently  on  our  friendn*  There  is  no  question  wlial  the  result 
would  be,  and  be  as  you  stiy  it  would;  but,  my  friend,  you  hiive  to  ^t*t 
there.  We'll  do  it  if  it  ean  be  done,  I  would  like  to  make  you  happy. 
I  think  we  shall  have  to  batter  and  pound  beyond  any  precedent  in 
history, 

I  hope  you  will  publish  my  dispatch  about  the  NashvilL. 


Repmi  of  Commander  Balch^  IL  S.  Nai^y^  amimanditi^  U.  S.  S.  Paw 
nee^  of  a  reeonnoisanee  ofJohji^H  Idund  tkrfjugk  Atmmi/i  Rit^T. 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Pawkee, 

Stmio  Met,  South  i'amimti.  Mareh  ;l^  1S6S, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  cpiiet  on  this  stiition,  nor  have 
wo  been  able  to  discover  any  nioveiiients  of  the  enemy  leading  to  the 
belief  that  new  batteries  were  being  erected*  The  Koldier.s  of  the  Sev- 
enty-sixth volunteers  have  lieen  eiiiphjyed  as  piekets  on  Cokrs  Island, 
but  the  vessels  are  anchored  so  close  to  that  island  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  the  enemy  doin^  damage,  either  by  batteries  or  ririemen. 
For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  iif  it  be  possible  for  the  rebels  to 
erect  batteries  on  John's  Island  that  t*ould  annoy  us  at  this  anchorage, 
I  proceeded  on  the  28th  ultimo  in  the  UnadUhu  piloted  by  Liiniten- 
ant-Commander  Bacon  in  the  Chmmodare  MvIhmfHujh,  up  Kiawah 
River  some  5  miles,  but  we  discovered  no  signs  of  any  such  batteries. 
We,  however,  established  the  fact  that  none  could  \w  |>laced  on  the 
eastern  end  of  John'**  Island  from  which  we  could  not  readily  drive 
the  rel)els.  The  schooner  E,  W,  Gardner^  with  coal,  arrived  t>n  the 
25th  ultimo  and  was  discharged  on  the  2Tth.  I  have  been  employed 
ballasting  her,  and  she  sailed  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo,  B.  Balch, 
Cmmna7id&'  and  Senmr  Officer  Prestnd, 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vomdg,  South  At lant k Bhckadrng  Squadron.,  Port  Eoijal^  S.  C, 


Order  ff  Rear- Admiral  Ihi  Prmt.,  U,  S.  Mwu^  to  Captmn  Tayh/r^ 
U,  S.  Nwny^  commandkig  U.  8*  S.  I/ausatmiie, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pmi  Roy  id  IIar^>or,  S\  O.,  Jfirrh  :J,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  Droceed  off  Charleston  with  the  Uomaimiic 
under  your  command  ana  report  to  senior  otficer  present  for  block- 
ading duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Emr'Adimrul. 
Captain  W.  R,  Tatlob, 

U.  S.  S.  Housatmiw^  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  I^u  Pont^  U.  S.  Naui/,  to  the  inaster  of  the 

steamer  £ricmmi. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
PfiTt  Rfryid  Ilar^K^r,  S.  C,  March  2,  186S. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Ericsson  and  anchor  otT  the 
bar  of  O.ssabaw. 

When  required  by  Captain  Drayton,  the  ^ienior  officer,  3'ou  will  tow 
to  tliitt  port  any  vesnels  which  he  may  desire  to  nend  here. 
Respectful  I V,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

RmT'AdvriraL 
Captain  Lowber, 

Steamer  Er lemon  ^  Port  Rmjid^  S,  C, 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Du  Ptmt^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Twmer^ 
U*  S,  JVavj/^for  tfie  detail  ofofficeTn  for  instruction  in  the.  sy stein  oj 
homographic  mgnah, 

FLAGsnir  Wabash, 
P^rt  Royal  Ihrl}m\  S.  (\,  March  J,  ISeS. 
Sih:  You  will  please  have  a  clever  officer  detailed  from  eaeh  of  the 
vesssels  off  Charleston  to  report  as  soon  and  as  often  aa  the  exigencies 
{of  the  service  will  admit,  on  board  the  Homatonlc  to  receive  instruc- 
tion from  Lieutenant  Brower,  of  that  ve.ssel,  in  a  system  of  homo- 
graphic  signaln. 

As  soon  as  these  officers  tiecome  familiar  with  this  system  j^ou  will, 
when  pnicticable,  cause  it  to  be  uned  in  communications  between  the 
vessels  off  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rmr-Admiircd* 
Captain  T.  Turner, 

U,  S,  S,  NeiiJ  Irf>nmdm^  off  Oharlsston, 

P»  S* — Should  you  prefer  it.  Lieutenant  B rower  may  be  required  to 
meet  the  officers  from  the  different  vessels  on  iMjard  the  JVea^  Irfmsldes. 

S.  F.  D.  P., 
Rear-AdmiraL 


Letter  fi^mn  Rmr'Admlral  Du  Pont^  li  S.  Naiyy^  to  Captain  Turner^ 
U.  &  Mtm/^  regarding  the  proposed' wlf/tdramil  of  t/u'  TL  S.  S,  jYetc 
Ir&nsld'es, 

Unofficial]  Fiagship  Waba8H, 

Pfrrt  Royal  liarhor,  S.  C  Marrh  S,  JS6J, 

Mr  Dear  Turner:  I  have  your  letters,  public  and  private.  The 
item  in  one  of  the  latter  whicli  gives  me  most  concern  is  your  li>elief 
that  the  A^etr  /rofisldrj^  must  come  here  i>efore  l>eing  ready  for  action,  I 
thought  we  had  done  all  when  she  was  here  that  iHiquired  a  harbor 
anchorage  to  accomplish. 

On  the  other  hanci,  1  do  not  wish,  as  you  may  well  conceive,  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  promoting  the  efficiency  of  a  ship  which  must 
have  so  important  a  shaie  in  pending  operations. 

Should  a  second  mid  be  attempted  in  the  absence  of  the  only  iron 
vessel  which  can  lay  outside,  and  lie  more  or  less  duniaging,  the  account- 


abilitv  woyld  not  be  li|:^ht.  I,  therefore,  desire  that  you  give  the  mat- 
ter  very  serious  e<>nsicleTiition  and  see  what  Gudon  siivs  iit  your  with- 
draw aL  If  you  are  eoiuinjf,  you  must  eotue  yi(Km^  nna  the  time  named 
by  you  as  necessary  to  have  will  have  to  lie  myeh  nhortened. 

I  am  or|ad  you  smoothed  down  the  Entjbsh  officer.     There  is  no  use 
niakini^  more  sore  places  than  we  ran  help. 

Issue  all  sueh  nrdr^rs  as  you  may  di^eru  necessary,  but  pbnise  do  not 
eall  tiiem  fifeneml  orders;  this  has  a  teehuical  sig-niticanee  and  inter- 
feren  with  a  !"e*,adar  secjuenee  of  f*\ich  in  the  squadron.  Also,  please 
do  not  endorse  your  letters  on  the  back,  as  this  disarninfres  our  tiles, 
and  the  Deimrtment  does  not  like  it. 
Youi^,  most  trulv, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Captain  T.  Thrnkr, 

U.  S\  S\  Netc  fronmd^jft^  of  Charhston, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pnnt^  U.  *V.  A^aifj/^  to  Oommand€-r  Strfmg^ 
U,  fS\  JVtittf^,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag^  to  proceed  to  hi oekade  duty 
of  Okarleiiton,  S.  CI 

Flagship  Wabash, 
B/rt  Royal  Harbor,  A  T.,  March  K  l^SGS, 
Sir:   You  will  proceed  with  the    Ffafi  under  your  conmiand  off 
tliarleston,  and  report  for  blockading  thity  to  Captain  T»  Turner,  of 
the  A^ew  Iroumdes,  senior  officer  present. 

You  will  also  take  a.s  passengers  sevcml  officers  on  the  way  to  join 
their  ships  off  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc.  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Ad7niral. 
Couimander  J.  H.  Strong, 

r,  S,  S\  Flag. 


Report  of  Cmnmandej*  iSteedman,   IL  S*  Navy  ^regarding  duty  per- 
formed  iji  fvniii^Aing  ja'oirisum^  and Af/yres  to  Ufrited  Stat-a^  vrMMffn, 

U.  S*  S.  Paul  Jones, 

St.  ASifmor^,  Ga,^  Marrh  ;/,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  re|x>rt  that  since  the  arrival  here  of  the 
Kry  stone  St  alt  I  have  visiti*d  in  this  vessel  S\,  Andrew'y,  Doboy, 
SajK^lo,  and  St,  Catherine's,  and  have  supplied  the  Midoight^  FtTijan- 
difta,  Wtim^fdtfi^  Pofaomka^  and  Brfnilura  with  provisions  and  stores 
to  last  two  months  fi'oui  the  24th  ultimo,  with  the  exceptions  of  the 
articles  of  soup  and  tobacco. 

I  am  happy  to  iiiform  you  that  I  found  everything  satisfactory  at 
the  above -men  tioni'd  places, 

I  most  respectfully  inquest  that  either  a  2tt-pounder  Parrott  or 

24'pounder  howitzer  may  be  sent  to  the  Brazllitra.     This  vessel  has 

neither  bow  nor  stern  chiisei-s,  with  the  exception  of  two  li^ht  12-pound 

howitzers,  with  which  1  supplied  her  from  ttic  Madgi*  and  Paul  Jmie^* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charlks  8tkedman% 
Connnander  and  St^nior  Officer  Present, 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pokt, 

Co/ft ttnindiiig  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqimdnm, 
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ck  mi  Fort  McAU^Merh^  monitorH  nnd^r  tk^^  amimdmf  of  Captain 
Draytmi^  XL  S.  Navy,  March  S,  1863. 

Beport  of  Eear- Admiral  Da  Font,  TI.  8.  Kavj,  trasfmitting  additio&al  reporti. 

No.  113.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

P&rt  Eoyal  IhrUr,  S\  (1,  March  6,  1863, 

Sir:  The  Department  has  already  been  iofonued  of  my  desire,  l>efore 
entering  upon  more  important  oiM>ratioiiy,  to  subject  the  various 
mechanical  appliaucew  or  the  ironclady  to  the  fullest  te^^t  of  active 
service  and  to  give  the  advantage  of  target  pmctice  to  the  officers  and 
men  with  their  new  ordnance.  For  thi;?  purpose  I  had  ordered  a  con- 
centration in  the  Ogeechee  of  such  of  these  vessels  a.^  were  ready  to 
attac^k  Fort  McAllister  and  secure  or  destroy  the  NaskmlU, 

Before  this  concentration  could  take  place,  the  JVashiHlie  was 
destroyed  by  Couimander  Worden,  in  the  Jlfmkiuk,  the  particulars 
of  which  occurrence  1  reported  to  the  Department  by  the  last  mail. 
The  ironclads  having,  however,  arrived  in  Ossabaw,  I  directed  Captiiin 
Drayton,  of  the  PmHak\  to  go  on  with  the  attack  on  ttiefort,  accom- 
panied by  the  Patajm-o  and  Nahunt*  the  Mfrntnid'  having  been  three 
times  under  fire  of^the  fort  and  siifiicieDtly  tested,  was  not  to  join  in. 

I  received  last  evening  Captain  Drayton's  detailed  rei>ert  of  his 
eight  hours^  bombardnient,  with  a  statement  of  the  damage  done  t^  his 
vessel,  and  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Animen  and  Downes  to 
him,  all  of  which  are  enclosed  (marked  Nos.  i,  iiJ,  3),  and  I  think  will 
be  read  with  great  interest  by  the  Depaiiment,  for  it  will  not  fail  to 
perceive  that  vahiai)le  information  has  been  elicited  and  most  impor- 
tant data  obtained,  and  I  feel  thankful  that  this  I  have  done  without 
any  loss  of  life*  Except  that  the  fort  might  possibly  protect  another 
blockade  runner,  its  capture  was  of  no  special  practical  import^ince. 

The  injury  to  the  Mmittufk  from  the  toipedo  is  the  most  serious  that 
baa  occurred,  and  will  require  some  ten  days  to  repair,  but  the  Depiirt- 
ment  will  remember  the  invaluable  service  sne  performed  while 
receiving  it. 

I  think  it  worthy  of  mentioning  that  this  bombardment,  so  fruitful 
in  giving  us  experience,  was  witnessed  by  Brigadier-General  Seymour, 
the  chief  of  artillery,  and  Captiiin  Dnane,  the  chief  engineer  or 
this  military  department,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  receive  from  these 
gentlemen  the  result  of  their  observation,  which,  representing,  as  they 
do,  special  branches  of  the  military  service,  will  be  interesting  and 
important. 

I  can  not  close  this  communication  without  sneaking  of  Captain 

Drayton,  who  has  been  one  of  my  commanding  ofhcers  since  October, 

liS61.     He  has  performed  this  service  with  tiiat  ability,  judgment,  and 

calm  courage  which  have  ever  marked  his  execution  of  my  oixlerg. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Reur-Ad7mral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantie  Bl^ockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy^  Waahmgion^  D.  (7. 
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Detailed  vipOTt  of  Captain  Drayton,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Pauaie. 

U.  S.  IbONCLAD   PAS.SAIC, 

Ogee^^he*^  R!ve7\  March  J^^  186S. 

Sir:  I  wrote  a  short  rept:>i*t  last  eveiiir*^  after  my  return  from  the 
attack  on  Fort  Me  A  Ulster,  and  will  now  make  one  more  in  detail*  A 
li^st  of  the  ammunition  expended,  of  the  injuriet^  to  the  venael,  and  an 
extraet  from  the  lofjf  I  enelose  with  thia,  from  which  latter  you  will 
perceive  that  my  ve.ssel  was  under  fire  just  eic'ht  hours.  I  was  directly 
in  front  of  the  fort,  the  guns  being,  as  we  looked  at  them,  in  the  center 
between  high  traverses  of  earth,  which  were  on  each  side.  These,  how- 
ever, as  we  were  placed  had  no  effect  in  protecting  either  guns  or 
men.  The  latter  never  exposed  themselves  to  our  tire,  usually  dis- 
charging their  pieces  either  while  we  were  loading  or  just  as  our  ports 
came  in  line  and  liefore  the  guns  were  quite  ready,  the  turret  being 
painted  black  not  deceiving  ttiem  any  more  than  a  different  color  had 
done  in  the  tirst  attack  of  the  'Montauk.  I  was  as  close  to  the  fort  as 
the  pilot,  who  is  the  best  on  the  river  (as  was  proved  in  this  case  bj 
my  being  the  only  one  whose  vessel  was  not  aground  when  the  tide 
fell),  %voiild  take  nie,  and  as  high  n^  the  3fmif(Ufk  had  been  except  on 
her  second  attack,  but  only  for  an  hour,  when,  being  in  12  feet,  as  I 
understand.  Captain  Worden  was  obliged  to  drop  down  to  a  position 
below,  wdiere  ]  wrts  yesterday — a  rather  risky  operation,  too,  in  so 
narrow  a  channel,  where,  had  the  vessel  grounded,  she  must  have  Ijcen 
exposed  below  the  side  armor.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  satistie<l  that 
12  feet  can  not  be  carried  when  a  vessel  is  tt>  anchor  above  where  I  was. 
The  channel  is  close  to  the  marsh  opposite  the  fort,  and  as  the  pile^ 
were  only  alxjut  400  yards  beyond  where  I  was  lying  1  don't  see  now 
more  than  200  yards  can  be  gained  nearer  to  the  fort  by  being  against 
them^  as  the  river  ean^t  l>e  crossed,  and  is  very  wide;  certainly,  after 
diBcudsing  the  matter  with  the  pilot  on  the  spot,  I  doubt  Ijeing  able  to 
get  nearer  than  a  thousand  yartis  without  going  almve  the  piles,  where 
the  channel  crosses  over.  My  distance  I  judged  to  be  1,200  yards  from 
the  following  data:  The  Xl-inch  gun  was  very  cjiref uJly  elevated  by 
a  spirit  level  to  a  little  less  than  six  degrees;  this  is,  by  Ordnance 
Manual,  1,500  ^^ards,  axis  of  bore  10  feet  above  the  water;  mine  was 
about  4,  which  requires  a  deduction  of  130  yai*<ls.  Then  the  parapet 
of  the  fort  was  at  least  20  feet  above  the  water,  which,  i-equiring  aliout 
half  a  degree  more,  will  brinj^  the  distance  about  what  I  have  stated  it. 
Their  shot  were  always  less  tlian  five  seconds  in  reaching  me  from  the 
flash — generally  four — which  w^ould,  considerini^  their  greater  initial 
velocity,  about  agree  with  my  calculation.  Sly  five-second  fuzes, 
however,  asually  burst  just  before  reaching,  the  seven  after  striking* 
The  pilot  called  the  distance  a  thousand  yards. 

The  fort  is  very  solidly  built,  with  high  traverses  between  the  guns, 
and  raised  at  least  20  feet  above  the  river,  and  contfiined  seven  guns 
and  a  Xl-inch  mortar.  One  of  these  guns  was,  I  think,  destroyed,  the 
others  used  until  we  were  out  of  range.  Immense  holes  were  cut  into 
the  earth,  the  traverses  and  fare  much  cutaway,  but  still  no  iniury 
done  which,  1  think,  a  gcx>d  night's  work  would  not  repair,  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  can  be  made  untenable  bv  any  number  of  ironclads 
which  the  shallow  water  and  narroAv  channel  will  permit  to  be  brought 
into  position  against  it.     The  guns  are  one  X-incn,  a  shot  from  which 
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lodged  on  the  top  of  our  turret,  one  heavy  riflp,  about  a  hundred- 
|K>uuclei\  and  the  reiuaiiKler,  1  nhould  judge,  ^i2t^,  with  a  light  gun 
tiirovving  bolts  which  would  l)e  aiiued  at  anyone  showing  himself 
on  the  deck.  These,  with  the  mortar,  were,  however,  nothing,  as  a 
defense. to  the  river  euui|iarabh^  to  the  shallow  water  and  piles,  as  was 
proved  by  my  l»eing  exposed  to  their  lire  for  eight  hours  without 
serious  injury,  hut  they  aiKsw^er  the  purfK>se,  which  is  siniph'  to  pre- 
vent the  ehannel  fieing  cleared  of  ohstruetions.  Our  throe  mortar 
schooners  kept  up  a  lire  during  the  day  froin  about  4jHMj  yards  dis- 
tance, but.  so  far  as  1  could  observe,  without  the  lea,st  effect,  the  diells 
generally  falling  short. 

The  tiring  from  this  vessel  was  quite  good,  and  I  think  verv  few 
shotj*  missed  striking  about  the  panipet  aftei'  the  first  hour,  as  1  had 
carefully  corrected  each  one,  up  to  that  time,  from  outside  of  the  tur- 
ret on  deck,  where  the  effect  could  be  well  followed.  Although  the 
attack  was  an  unsuccessful  one,  it  was  certainly  not  owing  to  any  want 
of  zeal  and  attention  Uy  duty  on  the  part  of  either  officers  or  men,  and 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Cxjumiander  J,  N,  Miller,  the 
executive  offit^er,  as  w^eil  as  to  Acting  Master  S.  Huse,  who  attended 
under  him  to  the  management  and  |K»inting  of  the  guns,  and  w^hose 
energy  and  zeal  was  very  marked  ou  this  occasion,  as  it  has  been  on 
several  others. 

1  feel  very  nuich,  of  t^ourse,  the  failure,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the 
attack,  w'hich  you  had  entrusted  to  my  directum,  luit  am  satisfied  that 
the  uatuml  obstacles  are  such  as  to  render  another  just  as  little  likely 
to  succeed.  The  experience  obtained  is  worth  something  in  future 
opemtions.  I  only  withdrew  when  all  uiy  shell  with  fuzes  long  enough 
to  reach  (or  over  five  seconds)  had  been  expended,  and  when  the  crew 
w^e re  almost  beyond  further  work,  having  been  occupied  for  eight  hours 
at  the  guns  without  even  an  inteninssion  to  eat,  anti  then  I  should  have 
remained  had  1  seen  the  least  sign  of  faltering  or  slackness  of  tire  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy;  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  I  think  that  it  w^as,  if  any- 
thing, more  mpid  tow^ard  the  last. 

The  gunboats  Sefhca^  Lieutenaiit-i'ommander  Gil>son;  W^*Mmkicl'i/n^ 
Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  and  Ikiunu  Lieutenant  Barnes,  were 
anchored  near  the  mortar  schooners  in  signal  distance  of  us,  and  pre- 
pared to  give  assistance  had  any  been  recpiirc^d. 

Everything  about  the  guns  and  carriages  worked  to  my  satisfaction, 
except  that  the  box  around  the  XV-inch  gun,  on  exiimination  was 
found  to  be  almost  detached  froTii  the  side,  owning  t<>  the  breakmg  of 
the  bolts  which  secure  it  to  the  turret,  Fnjm  its  appearance  this 
morning,  1  should  think  that  it  c*ndd  scarcely  stand  a  dozen  more 
shots.  My  deck  having  been  very  badly  injured,  will  require  some 
repairs  before  1  could,  1  think,  safely  go  outside.  The  mortar  shell 
wiiich  fell  on  deck  over  the  bread  room,  would  undoubtedly  have  gone 
through  had  it  not  struck  on  a  beam;  as  it  was,  it  has  completely 
crushed  in  the  planking  at  the  side  of  the  iH-am,  opf^ning  quite  a  hole 
through,  and  had  it  been  loaded  with  powder  instead  of  sand,  might 
have  set  the  vessel  on  tire.  I  have  measured  a  piece  of  it,  and  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  larger  than  X-inch;  this  certainly  does  not  say 
uuu:h  for  the  strength  of  the  deck,  the  injury  to  which  has  l>een  so 
uuich  more  serious  tliau  to  that  of  the  Mwitaitk,  that  I  unist  attribute 
it  to  a  worse  class  of  iron,  unless  heavier  guns  have  been  mounted 
since  the  attack  made  by  Commander  Wordeii. 
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I  have  gone  into  greater  length  than  perhaps  would  })e  requii'ed, 
were  it  not  thtit  ill  Huceess  always  needs  much  explaiuition,  and  that 
thingH  whit'h  relate  to  the  ironclads  ix)8ses8,  from  toe ir  want  of  prece- 
deuts,  an  interest  not  otherwise  l>elonging  to  them. 

On  the  night  previous  to  the  attack,  Lientenant-Communder  Gibson 
with  his  boats,  swept  for  torpedoes  in  the  neighlwDrhood  of  the  one 
which  exploded  under  the  iU(mfaffA\  })ut  did  not  meet  with  any, 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  mv  pilot  was  the  siiiue  one  who  had 
eharge  of  the  J/onfatd'  in  her  various  operations  in  this  river,  and  1 
linve  to  thank  Connnaoders  Ammen  ana  Downes  for  the  hearty  sup- 
port whifh  they  gave  nie. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant. 

P.  Drayton, 
Captain.,  Senior  OJicer  I^tesdni. 
Hear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Com/nandfjifj  iSoid/t  Atltintw  ShtckaAling  Sf/tiadrfm. 

1  send  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes. 


Report  of  Liontensmt-CommaBder  Miller,  V,  B.  HaTyp  ezecntiTo  officer  of  the  IT.  B.  8.  Pat- 
laiCf  regnrding  injtiriei  fniUindd  hj  Ikat  TeiieL 

U.  S.  IRONCI.AD  Steamer  Passaic, 

Ogeei'/fte  Rivtr,  Grfmf!a^  March  J^^  1863. 

Sir:  1  ^^ubmit  the  following  report  of  the  injurie;^  we  received  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  McAllister: 

We  were  Htnick  nine  times  on  the  port  side  armor.  Three  of  the.se 
were  alxnit  50  feet  from  the  bow  and  within  the  distjinee  of  3  feet  from 
eaeh  other*  They  made  indentations  of  2  inches,  carried  away  several 
boltn  and  raised  the  adjoining  deck  phiting  1  inch.  The  other  whotn 
in  Hide  armor  made  indentations  of  atxjut  1  inch  without  injuring  the 

lioltH. 

On  deck  plating  we  received  thirteen  shot8;  one  over  wardroom  store 
room  raised  the  platins:  and  carried  away  several  of  the  boUs;  one 
struck  over  the  hammock  room,  near  the  turret,  crushing  in  the  plating 
and  deck  planking,  causing  the  deck  to  leak  when  covered  with  water. 
Tw^o  shotii  struck  over  the  engine  room,  breaking  a  number  of  Imltsin 
the  plating,  which  it  also  broke  through  and  raised  the  ends.  A  X- 
inch  mortar  tshell,  loaded  with  sand,  struf'k  over  the  bread  room,  crush- 
ing in  the  deck  plating  and  planking;  it  struck  i>artly  on  a  Wmw  and 
the  angle  iron  wnieh  supports  it,  but  as  far  as  wc  can  see  these  are  not 
injured.  The  remaining  shots  on  deck  did  not  seriously  injure  the 
plating.  Five  shots  struck  the  turret,  making  indentations  varying 
from  one-half  inch  to  1  inch;  one  of  these  is  t>  implies  lielow  the  XV- 
incli  p4>rt.  Twij  shots  struck  the  pilot  house,  carrying  awa}-  thi^ee  of 
the  boltJBi,  and  making  indentations  of  aljout  1  inch.  One  shot  struck 
the  roof  of  the  turret  and  broke  one  of  its  beams  of  railroad  iron.  The 
lower  jmrt  of  the  sraokestuck  was  struck  once  close  to  the  deck,  making 
an  indentation  of  U  inches,  and  carrying  away  one  of  the  boltbeads. 

The  concussion  of  the  X\^-inch  gun  broke  all  of  the  Iwlts  holding 
the  sides  of  the  box  to  the  turret,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  unless  the  tolts 
are  replaced,  that  a  few  more  tires  would  destroy  the  lx)X,  one  side  of 
which  is  much  bulged  out.     The  tiolt  holding  one  of  the  rollers  of  the 
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sliding  plat4L»  in  eoncussion  Ikjx  parted  during  the  action;  but  as  we 
always  tired  at  the  ysanic*  I'levation  the  plate  was  laahed  so  that  we  could 
mn  the  gun  in  and  out. 

During  the  aetion  we  were  struck  thirty-four  tinier,  nine  of  which 
were  on  stdr  anuor;  thirteen  on  deek;  five  on  turret;  two  on  pilot  house; 
one  on  roof  of  turret;  one  on  jjiujokestaek;  one  carried  away  pennant 
staff  on  pilot  house;  one  carried  tiway  boat  8par  aft,  and  one  the  out- 
rigger forward. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  N.  Miller, 

£lt<xnUi'm  Officer, 
[Captain  Drayton.] 


Abitraot  li>g  of  the  XT,  B.  8,  Passaic,  Capt&in  DraTtoiif  "C.  B,  IfaTy,  commandijig^ 

March  Sy  186S. — Ossabaw  Sound-  At  7:45  a.  m,  secured  fighting" 
hatches,  got  underway,  and  f^teained  up  the  river  with  the  ironclads 
PatapHctj  and  Nahanl  following  astern.  At  7  the  three  mortar  schoon- 
ers were  towed  near  os  in  a  position  for  firing.  At  8:40  anchored  off 
Fort  McAlli.ster  at  a  dirftiince  of  l,2(Hi  yardy,  Inunediately  after  the 
Pafaj_mm  did  the  same,  about  200  yards,  a  little  to  our  j>ort  quarter, 
we  riding  to  the  ebb,  and  the  Nahatd  altout  the  same  distance  on  the 
ftitarboard  quarter.  Immediately  on  anchoring  the  fort  opened  tire  on 
us,  which  was  returned  by  ns  ami  the  other  two  vessels.  From  merid- 
ian to  4  p,  ni.:  Firing  still  yi>on  the  fort,  which  was  returned.  At 
1:20  p*  m.  the  pulley  that  supported  the  chain  (»f  the  sliding  shut* 
ter  of  the  XV-inch  gun  broke  and  the  gun  could  not  be  tired  for  half 
an  hour  in  conse(iuenco.  At3:»^*Up.  m.  made  private  signal  to  stop 
tire  and  retire,  which  w^as  soon  after  obeyed  by  the  Nahant^  but  coula 
not  be  by  the  PaUwsco^,  as  she  was  aground.  She,  however,  got  off 
and  started  down  fee  river  at  4:10,  followed  by  us  at  4:30.     As  we 

fot  underway  we  fired  a  shot  from  each  gim  and  then  ceased  tiring. 
he  fort  continued  to  tiro  as  long  as  we  were  m  range,  wliich  was  t^n 
or  fiftt^en  minutes  after  we  were  underway.  1  tould  not  observe  that 
their  fire  was  much  slackened  from  the  morning.  At  5:30  anchored 
at  the  place  we  had  left  in  the  morning,  the  Aa/iaftt  and  Putapsco 
having  done  so  before  us.  Expended  during  the  action  with  the  forts: 
XV-inch  gun,  2  shell,  5'Secontl  fuze;  37  shell,  7-second  and  iO'Second 
fuze;  2  cored  shot;  total.  41  projectites,  41  charges  of  35  pounds  pow- 
der. Xl-inch  gun,  4  .shell,  5-second  fuze;  M  shell,  7-seeond  and  10- 
second  fuze;  2  canister;  1  shrapnel,  Boorniann  fuze;  1>  solid  shot;  total, 
52  projectiles,  52  charges  15  pounds  powder.  From  8  Uy  midnight, 
mortar  schooners  firing  at  intervals. 

J/(tircA^.— Ossabaw  Sound:  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  saw  large 
bodies  of  men  at  work  repairing  Fort  McAllister* 


Eep(^rt  of  Commandeir  AmmetL,  U.  S,  Ravy,  commanding  V.  8.  S.  PAUpfl«Q. 

Ironclad  TATArsco, 

Ogieehce  Hiver,  Jfarch  3,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  at  8  a*  m, 

of  to-day,  the  PaUipnco  was  got  underway,  preceded  by  the  Passaic 
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and  followed  by  the  JVahanf.  tiiid  at  about  6:3i)  ti.  in.  anchored  below 
Fort  iMt^A  I  lister. 

The  enemy  initnediately  opened  fire  and  had  estaldlshed  a  target  for 
range  on  a  niar-^h  near  the  .spot  where  the  three  vesjisels  anchored  as 
near  each  other  ay  wils  possible  to  swintif  <*lear  on  a  turn  of  tide.  Seven 
gims  were  visible  on  tne  face  of  the  work,  proteeted  by  hea\y  trav- 
erses, and  in  an  adjoining^  wood  one  or  tw^o  mortars  and  a  rifle  were  in 
poHition  and  directed  theii-  lire  agjiinst  us. 

The  ditticulty  of  approach  tbrouorh  a  narrow  channel  and  the  shoal- 
nc^ss  of  tlie  water  evidt^ntly  left  yf>n  without  a  choice  of  |XKsition. 
We  followed  your  nioyenicnt^,  and  after  firing  a  few  shell  found  the 
di.stance  from  the  l»attery  j^reater  than  hail  iieen  supiHiHinL  We  tired 
deliberately,  and  tinding  the  XV- in  eh  ^nn  requirecl  more  elevation 
than  is  desiraljlc,  contined  ourselves  for  some  time  to  the  use  of  the 
rifle.  The  time  fuiies  of  the  ritle,  except  those  made  by  the  Ordnance 
Department,  did  not  appear  generally  to  explode  the  shells,  and  the 
perciiasion  shells  did  not  explode  with  the  ordinary  percussion  musket 
cap.  By  tiling  the  nipple  so  as  U*  receive  an  ordinary  cap  few  failed, 
even  %vhen  strikjn|r  in  the  stind.  Fourteen  XV -inch  and  forty -six  150- 
pound  rifle  shell  were  expended  by  us  agiiin,«?t  the  enemy. 

No  injury  was  sustained  by  this  veasel,  and  only  one  snot  was  known 
to  have  struck  the  deck.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  flriug  of  the 
enemy  was  directed  against  the  Pamaw. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  appeared  ver3"  much  cut  up;  the  parapet 
was  breached  in  several  places  and  three  of  the  traverses  very  much 
injured. 

When  the  Passaic  and  the  Nah^nt  swung  to  the  flood  at  about  3  p,  m. 
we  remained  across  the  tide,  and  I  saw  at  once  that  we  were  aground, 
owing  to  having  anchored  a  few^  yards  on  the  port  quarter  of  the 
HuHme  as  she  rode  to  the  ebb;  a  rising  tide  and  working  the  engine 
enabled  us  to  swing  about  r^:4u  p.  ni. 

The  signal  by  whistle  to  get  undenvay  was  not  understood  by  us, 
and  the  flag  was  not  seen.  After  seeing  the  Nahant  leave,  and  learn- 
ing verljftlly  the  order,  I  got  underway,  as  directed,  and  proceeded  to 
this  anchorage* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DaI^IEL    Aji£MEN, 

Commander^ 
Captain  Peroival  Drayton, 

Irtmdad  Passaic. 


Eeport  af  CommiwdDr  Downei,  U.  8.  Kavy^  coomiaudiiig  U.  8.  S.  Kahant. 

Ironclad  Nahant, 

Omahaw  Sounds  Jfarrh  4,  ISOS* 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  par- 
ticipation of  this  vessel  in  the  attack  yesterday  up<:jn  rort  McAllister; 
VVeighing  anchor  at  7:  HO  a.  m.,  the  commencement  of  ebb  tide,  in 
compliance  w^ith  signal,  we  st<:*amed  up  the  river,  preceded  by  the 
Pamaicmid  PafapHctK  and  ath:3M  grounded  in  close  vicinity  to  our 
subsequent  anchorage,  and  after  the  two  leading  vessels  had  anchored, 
but,  by  backing  our  engines,  fortunately  ^ot  afloat  again  before  the 
tide  had  receded  sufliciently  to  make  us  a  hxture  until  the  next  high 
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water.  At  8:60^  whilj^t  hIIII  ii^rourid^  we  canimeQced  action,,  about 
1,700  yards  from  the  fort,  the  enemy  having  opened  tire  about  ten 
minutes  previously  and  continued  it  subse<|uently  at  the  reduced  dis- 
tance of  a^>out  IM^}  yards  until  ordered  by  sitrnal  to  dii^coutinue  and 
drop  out  of  ai^^tion.  at  near  4  p.  ni.,  duriuj^  which  time  we  tired  thirty- 
two  XV-ineh  shell  and  twenty-nine  Xl-shell.  After  tiring  ten  ehar^e^* 
of  35  pounds  from  the  XV-inch,  with  all  the  elevation  I  oould  g-ive 
the  gun,  the  .shell  falling  short  of  tho  jmmpet,  and  not  being  able  to 
reduce  my  distance  from  the  fort,  I  considered  it  neee^^^iry  to  increase 
my  charge  of  powder  to  38  pc»und8,  after  which  the  practice  from  thi« 
ve«f*el  wai?  very  satisfactory  and  the  effect  upon  the  earthwork  imposed 
to  u«  apparently  very  damaging",  tearing  away  the  |>ai"apet  ana  trav- 
erses and  fiursting  the  shells  with  gre^t  (*f  i-tainty  inside  the  work^  and 
very  often  in  close  vicinity  of  the  guns. 

1  i-art  find  no  trace  of  thin  vessel  having  been  struck  by  shot  during 
the  action;  indeed,  the  leading  vessel,  the  I*i/M^au\  seemed  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  ^>atte^v  almost  exclusively,  they  giving  us  only  an 
occasional  shot,  which  geneiiilly  passed  over*  A  mortar  planted  under 
cover  of  the  woods  in  the  \  i</!nity  of  the  fort  and  a  small  rifled  piece 
or  two,  aimed  apparently  at  persons  exposing  themselves*  upon  the 
deck,  paid  us  particular  attention,  but  without  effect. 

At  various  times  during  the  action  the  coTO|>ressor  arrangements  of 
the  XV-inch  gun  became  disarninged,  the  gun  twice  recoiling  so  far 
in  that  it  wits  with  great  difficulty,  and  once  only  with  the  assistance 
of  a  jackscrew%  that  we  forced  it  out  again;  and  at  the  twentieth  fii'e 
the  rivets  of  the  brass  guides  on  the  after  part  of  the  carriage  bi-oke* 
the  guides  falling  down  into  the  turret  chamt>er  below,  without*  how- 
ever, disabling  the  gun.  At  the  thirty-ninth  tire  of  the  Xl-inch  g-un 
the  cast-iron  yoke  snapped  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  port  trunnion, 
thereby  effectually  di.sabling  the  gun  until   jinother  yoke  is  supplied 

to  UH, 

I  estimated  the  urinanient  of  the  fort,  on  the  water  faces,  at  seven 
guns,  a  larj^e  rifle,  and  the  remainder  VI- inch,  Vlll-inch,  and  X-inch 
guns,  besides  one  or  two  smaller  ritles,  not  apparent  to  us  except  from 
their  execution,  and  the  one  mortar  previousfv  mentioned. 

The  blearing  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  eve  it  thing  I  had  expected 
of  theni,  entirely  satisfactory,  and  assuring  to  me  that  under  any  cir- 
cumstances they  will  perforui  their  duties  thoroughly. 

Enclosed  please  lind  returns  of  the  expenditure  of  auununition  and 
the  quantity  still  on  board* 

I  aui,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 

Cofarfiand^r. 
Captain  Peroival  Drayton, 

Coifidg,  Irmwlad  PoMmc^  Senif^r  0^<k^r  Present^  OgeecAee  Ri/ver, 


Eeport  of  Commander  Bowbqi,  U.  %,  Ifavy^  commandrng  V.  B,  fi.  Kahant^  reg^ardinf  iajiiri^i 

to  two  of  that  veii^ri  gmni. 

U.  S.  Ikonci^ad  Nahant, 
Ogeec/we  Bimr,  February  [March]  S,  1S6S, 
Sir:  1  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  thirty-ninth  fire  the 
yoke  of  the  XI -inch  gun  snapped  neiir  the  end  of  the  port  trunnion, 
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and  my  gun  is  thereby  disabled  from  further  usq  unle^iH  I  ran  nl>tain 
anothor  yoke. 

At  the  twentieth  tire  frcmi  llie  XV -inch  guti  the  hniss  guidt^s  on  the 
after  part  of  earriage  were  earried  away,  though  the  gun  18  not  at  all 
disabled  thereby. 

I  am,  rosp^etfidly,  your  uljetlient  servant, 

John  Doitnes, 

Vommander^ 
Captain  Percival  Drayton, 

Oommanding  IL  S.  Sqnadrtm^  Ogeechee  RmtT* 


Abitraot  log  of  the  U.  S,  8.  ftoneoa,  Lieuten&iit'Coiiiniftiider  Qibfoiit  commandijig. 

3fareh  J,  IS6J*' — At  8  a.  m.  thv /hAmff\  I* ftttmtxj^  and  Xahatd  under- 
way and  HteaDiing  .slowly  up  the  Ogeeehee  liivor.  At  8:05  mortar 
schooners  underway  in  tow  of  the  tug  Daud^iUm,  At  8:  25a.  ni.  mor- 
tar fleet  in  position.  At  8:31  battery  opened  tire  on  the  ironelads. 
A 1 8 :  87  a,  UL  t  he  / *aj<m  ie  owned  h  re .  At  8 :  40  mo  rtiir  schooner  opened 
fire.  At  8;4i  a.  m.  the  /ti/^^^wv/ opened  tire.  At  8:42  up  anchor  and 
steamed  a  short  distanee  up  the  rn-en  At  8:47  the  iV^i^j//^  opened 
fire  and  the  ac^tion  became  general,  the  ironclads  and  mortar  schotmei-s 
only  (  nguged.  Weather,  frenh  breezes  from  the  wi'stward  and  clean 
Froui  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  ironclads  returned  to  their  former  position 
out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guTis,  The  enemy  iired  the  !a.st  gun  at 
the  Ptimme  at  Knit  4:30.  The  mortar  schooner  C*  I\  Wtlllatns  wa8 
taken  down  the  r!\'er  in  tow  of  the  Ikimitlkm.  From  8  to  midnight: 
Light  airs  from  the  westward,  clear,  and  pleasant.  Mortar  schooners 
kept  up  a  lapid  tiring  at  the  battery  during  the  watch. 

March  Jf. — ^Comniences  and  until  4  a.  m. :  Two  mortar  schooners 
throwing  shell  at  intervals  into  McAllister.  Fre^h  galea  from  the 
w^estward  and  clear.     At  6  a,  m.  mortar  schooners  ceased  firing* 


Abatrwjt  log  of  tha  TJ,  8.  S.  Wiiaakickom,  lienteiiftmt-ComjiiftiKlcr  DaTii.  V.  8.  Havy,  coa- 

maitding. 

MnrekS,  1S63. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Li^ht  winds  from  the  westward 
and  pleasant  w^eather.  At  ti:30  got  underway  and  took  the  mortar 
s^'hooner  I\fm  in  tow  and  pri>ceede<l  up  the  river  [Ogeechee],  At  7: 30 
cast  otr  the  schooner  and  came  to  witli  port  anchor  in  company  with 
the  fleet,  (renesis  Point  In^aring  W.  ^  N.  distant  11  miles;  barometer, 
21M)0;  air,  *^0.  From  8  to  meridian;  Pleasant  weather  and  fresh  winds 
from  the  westward.  At  8  the  ironclads  I*immie  and  Patameo  got 
underwiiy  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  8:15  the  \voxiQ\m  2^^ahant 
got  underway  and  foih>wecl  them.  At  8:25  mortar  schooners  No,  1 
and  iVf/.  6  were  towed  up  the  river  by  tug  DaiiddUm.  At  8:40  the 
ironelads  came  to  anchor  al>out  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  Fort 
McAllister.  At  the  same  time  the  mortar  schooners  came  to  anchor 
14  miles  below  the  fort.  At  8:  45  the  tiatterv  ojiened  fire  on  the  iron- 
clads. At  8:  58  the  Pamaic  opened  tire  on  tVrt  McAUbter.  At  8:56 
the  l*atajwco  opened  fire,  and  at  y  the  Nahaut  opened  fire  on  the  fort. 
At  9  we  got  underway  and  came  to  a  cable  length  alK)vo  the  mortar 
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dcbooEier^.     Same  time  the  mortar  schoonerH  opeDed  fire  on  the  forC 
At 9 :  15  the  Mfmtn  wX'rame  up  and  anchored  jii.st  afK»ve  usj-    The  iroQcJad^i 
i^umaic^  Patapfico^  and   A^ahani^  and  the  mortar  acbooiter^?  continued 
[firifig  at  iibort  intervaU  during  tlie  watch.     From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
I  Wind  from  thi*  we>>i,  weather  clear     Ironclads  Pfutrnw,  Paiap&oo^  and 
^KafuiTit  and  the  mortar  «chooner»  t*tjll  engaged  firing  on  the  fort,  the 
fort  answering  them.     At  H:45  the  3'^2Aa/*/ dropped  down  the  rirer  at 
the  same  time  the  Montauk  and  thL*  .ship  moved  down  the  ri%*er  one- 
half  mile^  and  «mme  to  anchor.     At  5  the  ironctadj^  Pat4ipifCo  and  pGUf- 
nair  cea^d  firtng  and  came  down  the  river  to  former  anchorage.     Mor- 
tar schooner  C.  P,    Willimn^  towed  down  the  river  by  the  tug  Dande- 
lion.    At  8: 4^» the  Dandelion  left  for  Port  BoyaL     The  mortar  schooii- 
era  Norfolk  Packet  and  Para  continued  sheUing  the  fort  througboitl 
the  watch. 

Mnrrh  -4,— From  midnight  to  4  a,  m.  the  mortar  dchooner^  tiriii^  at 
intervala.     At  6:30  mortar  schoonerw  ceased  firii^. 


aiMtimet  \o^  of  tlio  v.  8.  8.  Bawil,  Commuid»T  Glmry^  V.  B.  Vavy.  oomBUidiB^, 

March  3^  186S. — Ironclads  steamed  up  to  positions  for   engaging 

Fort  McAllister*  Towed  mortar  .schooners  to  «rtation8  for  firing.  At 
i8:4^>  Fort  McAllister  fired  first  nhot.  At  8:50  the  Passaic  opened 
[on  the  fort,  the  J^aj^aic^  PatajMro,  Sa/mnt^  and  the  mortar  boats  oeing 
lenguged.  From  meridian  to  4  p,  m.  bombardment  still  continuing. 
tAt  4:15  the  Paiapnco  ceased  tiring  and  anchored  out  of  range  of  bat- 
|tery,  followed  bj  the  Pasmir*     At  4:30  the  mortar  boat  ceased  firing 

and  at  4:38  Fort  McAlliMter  fired  last  shot.     At  8: 10  the  mortar  boats 

resumed  the  bombardment  of  Fort  McAllister. 
March  4-— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  bombarding  still  continued. 

At  6:15  mortar  boats. ceased  firing.     At  8:50  steamed  down  the  river 

and  anchored  oif  Florida  Passage. 


,* 


Abttraot  log  of  tii«  W*  %,  tehooa^r  C.  F,  WiHiami,  Aetinf^  Xutor  TrmtmM:^  U.  8.  Havj, 

oommAnding. 

March  J,  186S. — At  8  a.  m.  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Seneca  and 
towed  into  Ogeechee  River.  At  H:  45  were  placecl  in  position  for 
boralmrditig  Fort  Mc  A  Hipster  At  i^  opene^l  fire  with  the  mortar. 
From  12  to  4  p.  in,:  eontmued  in  action  these  four  hours.  At  4;  15 
p.  m.  eetised  at-tion,  havintf  exjiended  54  Xlll-inch  shell  and  1,200 
poiindrt  jKJwder,  At  4:30  p.  rii,  wen"  txiken  in  tow  by  the  tug  Dan- 
ilelhm  and  proceeded  to  our  former  aneliomge  at  Florida  Pass, 


Abitrset  log  of  ths  IF.  S.  ftcbooner  Para,  AGting  Muter  Furlwr,  U.  8.  Vavji  oommandiii^. 

March  Sj^l863, — In  Ogeechee  River.     At  7  a.  m.  anchored  by  aid 

of  tug  off  Fort  McAllinter.  At  9  a.  m.  commenced  firing.  At  4:45 
p.  m.  i*ea?*ed  tiring.  At  5;  30  steamer  towed  us  to  opposite  side  of 
river.     At  B  p.  m.  commenced  firing. 

March  ^. — At  1  a,  ra*  ceaned  and  at  2  a.  m*  commenced   tiring,  and 
at  6:  20  a.  m.  ceased  fi^ring.     Tug  took  u.4  down  the  river. 
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Aliitraet  log  of  the  V.  S.  schooner  Norfolk  Packet^  Acting  Ensign  Wood^  V.  8.  NaTy, 

oommaadizLg. 

3farch  -i,  186S,— At  6:30  a.  m.  steanior  Dawn  took  us  in  tow* 
Anchored  in  sight  of  Fort  MoAIIister  and  at  1*  a.  m.  commeDced  bom- 
bardment, tirintr  a  mortar  j^hell  every  five  minutes,  the  three  monitors 
up  river  firin|^  very  mpidly*  At  *^  p.  m,  a  shell  passed  over  main 
boom  and  landed  in  the  bank  un  starboard  cpiarter.  At  6:30  p,  m, 
ceased  firing  and  at  8:30  p.  m.  eoraoieneed  firing  aj^ain. 

If  trek  4.— At  12:  SO  a.  in.  stripped,  and  at  2:30  a.  m.  commenced 
tiring  again  and  continued  till  6:30  a.  m.  At  8:30  a.  m.  dropped 
down  the  river. 


Ordar  of  Hear -Admiral  Bn  Font^  V.  S.  Kavy,  to  Captain  Drayton,  IT.  B.  Kavy,  eommanding 
V,  S.  B.  Paaaaic^  for  tke  withdrawal  of  that  Tonol  and  others  from  Otsabaw  Bound* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Ilark^r,  S.  C,  3farck  4,  JS63. 
Sik:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  yenterday,  giving  the 
particulars  of  your  attack  mi  Fort  McAili.sten 

The  re.sultcs  have  been  of  great  service  in  testing  not  only  the  resist- 
ing, but  the  aggressive,  powers  of  the  irom^lad^,  wTiieh  will  be  of  much 
use  in  future  operations. 

As  nothing  will  be  gained  by  renewing  the  attack,  3^ou  will  therefore 
withdraw  the  Ihrnak  and  all  the  other  vessels  from  Ossabaw,  return- 
ing  to  this  anchorage,  leaving  only  the  Seneca  and  Dm4m^  which  will 
a^isuine  such  positions  as  may  be  trie  most  judicious  in  the  blockade  of 
those  waters,  and  which  the  long  experience  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
(iil)son  and  Acting  Lieut-enant  Barnes  will  enable  them  to  do. 

The  Encmon  is  still  off  Ossabaw,  ready  to  tow  the  mortar  schooners 
or  other  vessels  here. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Captain  P,  Drayton, 

C\  S.  &\  Pas^a/c,  Senmr  O^cer^  Ossahaw. 


B«port  of  Captain  Drayton,  IT.  B.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  Bnrean  of  Ordnanea,  ^idng^  experi- 
ence gained  hj  the  bombardment. 

U.  S.  Ieonclad  Passaio, 
P*rt  Royal,  March  S,  ISOX 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  Bureau  the  exjierience  gained  during 
the  eight  hours  that  this  vessid  was  under  the  lire  of  Fort  McAllister, 
on  theOgeeche*%  on  the  3d  of  March,  particularly  that  which  especially 
belongs  to  ordnance. 

The  distance  from  the  fort  1  judged  to  be  about  Ki^OO  yards  from 
the  following  data:  The  platform  on  which  the  gun  is  piaceil  lx*ing 
level,  I  elevated  the  bore  to  a  little  less  than  {I  degrees  for  the  Xl-inch. 
This  threw  a  shell  with  15  ixiunds  of  powder  (ordinary  cannon)  onto 
and  over  a  parapet  2b  feet  above  the  water  line,  the  axis  of  trunnion 
l>eing  a  little  less  than  4  feet  from  the  water.  This  w^ould,  1  consider, 
make  the  distance  between  1,200  and  1,3<X)  yarcis*     In  addition,  the 
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shot  from  the  fort  struck  m^  in  four  seconds  from  the  flagh,  and  nearly 
a  second  aftcT  tbo  report.  I  am  part!cu!nr  in  irientioninor  those  facts, 
aB  the  distance  is  so  important  an  element  in  the  endurance  of  tbe 
vessel. 

Both  guns  worked  well,  and  I  could  see  no  signs  of  giving  awa^^  in 
the  carrfagCH.  That  paitof  the  fixtures,  however,  whien  I  always  said 
was  too  weak — the  txix  round  the  umzzle  of  the  XV-iu<*h  ^un  would 
have  been  down  in  six  more  fires,  as  every  holt  in  the  anjj^le  irons  hold- 
ing it  to  the  turret  was  tu'oken  off  in  that  part  attiiched  to  (he  turret. 
The  slide  also  bt^came  useless,  except  for  one  elevation  after  thi*  twea- 
tieth  fire.  The  gons  were  fired  iiomed lately  after  each  other,  and  I 
do  m»t  see  that  the  greater  rapidity  in  loading  the  smaller  one  can  lie 
taken  advantage  of,  owing  to  the  delay  eaiised  from  wo  frequent  turn- 
ing of  the  turret,  and  there bv  exposing  the  pcrrts  to  he  entered  by  shot, 
which  is  an  iniportAmteonsidemtion,as  the  enemy,  from  all  ex|>erlenee 
so  far,  almost  invariablv  waits  for  the  port  to  l_»e  opened  to  him  lx»fore 
firing,  no  coloring  of  the  turret  deceiving  him  as  to  the  side  on  which 
the  port  is,  the  only  way  to  do  whieh,  I  am  satisfied,  is  to  have  an 
outer  covering  of  some  light  material  simply  to  obstruct  the  light  and 
shade. 

The  XV-inch  gun  was  fired  at  an  elevation  of  rather  less  than  5 
degrees  and  recoiled  so  as  to  bring  the  muzzle  just  clear  of  the  con- 
cussion box.  In  making  the  rammers  light  enough  to  handle,  they 
have  been  nuide  with  very  short  heads  and  norns  to  keep  them  in  posi- 
tion. These  last  invariably  break  otiV  and  require  to  tn^  much  stronger. 
The  front  part  of  the  head  is  also  very  liable  to  splitting. 

In  only  two  cases  did  the  small  projection  on  the  XV-inch  cartridge 
enter  the  chamber,  and  the  primer,  in  consequetice.  will  not  explode 
the  charge  unless  priming  powder  is  u.sed,  and  the  only  case  in  which 
there  was  a  failure  to  do  so  occurred  from  the  captain  of  the  gun 
omitting  it. 

Some  kind  of  a  rammer  which  can  lie  iL^ed  with  a  closed  port  is,  I 
think,  very  important.  While  1  was  firing  at  the  fort  several  rifle- 
uu'n  came  iiito  the  marsh  and  opened  fire  on  the  side  to  which  we 
turned  our  guns  to  be  loaded,  and  had  I  not  driven  them  away  with 
some  canister  it  might  have  been  necessary  to  keep  the  shutters  closed, 
which,  with  the  present  rammers,  is  inconvenient.  A  ranmier  of 
Lie^u tenant-Commander  Jeflfers'  invention  is,  I  think,  very  gornL 

Our  fire  was  slower  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  changing  fuzes.  Almost  all  of  our  shells  had  only  one  fuze 
hole,  and  in  it  was  usually  a  5-second  fuze.  This  I  had  not  changed, 
being  told  that  the  distance  would  not  be  over  a  thousand  yards.  I 
also  ran  out  of  7-second  and  lO-second  fuzes.  In  view  of  the  very 
limited  shell  room  and  the  ditHculty  of  handling  these  large  shells,  I 
would  recommend  that  those  with  one  fuze  hole  be  withdrawn.  When 
we  commenced  the  action,  I  had  up  thirteen  shells  for  the  XV-inch. 
These  were  fired  away  in  ninety  minutes,  and  1  consider  this  to  be  about 
as  fast  as  it  will  be  found  they  can  l>e, delivered  to  advantaaro.  The  aver- 
age of  the  whole  was  ten  minutes;  that  of  the  Mtmfmfk  in  her  three 
actions  the  same;  of  the  Nakant  thirteen,  and  of  the  I*atapsco  thirty 
minutes. 

The  pointing  wa'^  done  for  both  gims  with  the  Xl-inch,  the  port  of 
the  other  being  entirely  closed  by  the  concussion  box.  This  answered^ 
however,  very  well,  and  after  the  range  was  once  obtained  the  shot 
fell  most  uniformly  and  with  scarce  any  variation  at  the  desired  spot. 
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The  d«H*k  [ilHtiii;;-  iiiKi  pliiiiking  is  too  weak;  l>oth  were  brokt*n  and 
thp  latter  pitshrd  throii^fi  in  four  plaees.  The  X-inch  mortar  .sheU, 
vveiLfht  without  wiiod  nT  |>ound8,  would  have  gfone  clean  through  the 
dtn/K  and  into  the  luvad  rooniH  had  it  not  struck  partly  on  the  heam 
and  direetly  w*here  it  wa?i  supported  hy  an  iron  knee.  As  it  wa,s,  there 
Ijeintif  a  little  .sea,  the  bread  wa.s  all  spoiled  froni  water  rushing  over 
the  deek  above  the  hole. 

Judging  from  the  blows  on  the  side  armor,  I  should  say  that  at  400 
yards  it  would  be  entirely  penetmted,  and  1  am  satistied  that  it  will  be 
shown  on  the  tirst  oreasion  of  a  nearer  approaeh  to  heavy  guns  par- 
tieularly  that  the  turret,  pilot  house,  and  smokesfaek  have  alone  suf- 
tieieiit  resisting  i>ower. 

One  of  our  pilots,  an  Englishman*  deserted  from  Fort  McAllist-er 
two  months  ago.  The  battery  was  then  an  Vlll-ineh  and  six  32s.  A 
few  days  before  he  left,  after  a  visit  from  General  Beauregard,  two 
rifles  and  a  mortar  were  sent  down,  whieh  were  aljout  Ijeing  m<mnted, 
and  since  then  a  X-ineh  hat<  been  added,  as  we  have  the  shot  whieh  struck 
the  pilot  house,  making  an  indentiition  of  i  inch,  and  being  eaught  on 
the  rebound  liv  the  rim  of  the  turret.  A  second  one,  whieh  struck  on 
the  opposite  si<le  just  as  we  were  getting  underway,  was  broken  into 
small  pieces  without  sensibly  Jarring  the  pilot  house,  as  I  could  obseiTe, 
from  being  at  the  time  on  top  of  the  turret,  outside  and  leaning  against 
it,  t-o  sheltei-  myself  from  the  enemy's  shot.  The  two  indent^itions 
are  exactly  alike  as  to  depth  and  curve.  The  whole  shot  is  r>nly 
flattened  rather  less  than  a  ouarter  of  an  inch. 

As  we  were  swinging  to  tne  flood  tide,  both  the  guns  were  fired  so 
as  just  to  clear  tlie  smokestack,  and  the  engineers  woo  were  watching 
the  efl'ect  report  that  there  was  no  injurious  disturl)ance  to  the  boilers. 
It  was  thought  on  tward  of  the  Jloufatd'  that  tying  the  cartridge  at  both 
necks  had  the  efleetof  causing  the  smalt  projection  to  enter  toe  eham- 
ber.  Such  was  not,  however,  the  case,  nor  do  the  blocks  serve  any 
better  purpose. 

There  was  no  inconvenience  in  the  turret  from  either  smoke  or  noise, 
at  least  that  was  not  quite  tearable,  and  even  less  in  the  pilot  house. 

Below  deck  the  chmineys  of  two  lamps  were  broken,  but  no  light 
was  extinguished  nor  any  particular  jar  felt  when  the  deck  was  struck 
or  our  own  guns  fired  over  it,  nor  was  the  atmosphere  below  particu- 
larly oppressive,  although  at  times  the  smoke  was  quite  disagreeable. 

llie  conclusion  1  have  come  to,  both  from  my  attack  and  that  of  the 
Mtmtmtk  on  Fort  McAllister  is,  that  if  we  expect  to  reduce  heavy 
earthworks,  it  nuist  be  done  as  in  the  attack  of  fortified  places  on  shore, 
by  a  continuous  fire  by  day  to  destrov,  and  at  night  to  stop  repairs, 
ami  this  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  army  oflSeers,  isome  of  whom 
witnessed  the  afl'air  of  the  3d.  They  also  state  that  enfilading  works 
with  such  heavy  traverses  is  not  more  favorable  than  acting  on  the 
front.  This  being  the  case,  the  only  f|uestion  that  seems  to  remain  is 
one  of  distance,  and  except  for  the  mcreased  chance  of  hitting  the 
guns,  I  rather  doubt  whether  the  efi"ect  of  the  shells  would  not  be  as 
great  at  1^3M}  as  at  tiOO  yards.  In  the  cHse  of  Fort  McAllister,  there 
is,  however,  no  opportunity  of  testing  the  question,  as  just  beyond 
where  I  was  anchored  the  river  becomes  too  shoal  to  permit  a  vessel 
drawing  near  12  feet  to  remain  after  quarter  ebb,  and  to  retire  with  a 
falling  tide  in  a  narrow  channel,  by  dropping  down,  was  more  risk 
than  I  was  inclined  to  take  without  a  more  important  object  than  the 
one  in  view  at  the  time,  and,  indeed,  the  pilot  would  not  have  taken 
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me  higher  without  a  positive  order  on  my  part  to  absolve  him  fi-oiD 
censure.  No  one  except  myj^lf  is  possir^sed  of  any  inforniatiou  on 
which  to  base  the  distance  from  the  fort.  Hut  I  send  you  a  statement, 
given  nie  by  Commander  Worden,  which  shows  the  time  he  wa.<  under 
bre  and  the  distance  as  e>itimated  by  the  eye,  We  had  the  same  pilot, 
and  from  the  positions  he  fxiioted  out  to  me  a.H  occupied  by  the  Jfcm- 
titvl\  with  reference  to  a  tartlet  which  wa.s  on  the  river  bank,  I  should 
say  that  1  wa8  nearer,  decidedly,  when  his  estimated  distance  wa^?  1,50<> 
vards^,  slightly  so  at  the  place  of  his  l,4i)0,  and  50  yards  shoit  of  where 
he  supposed  it  to  l>e  1,1^00  yards*  From  the  report  of  Commander 
Downed,  of  the  JVa/iant^  you  will  see  that  he  iLsed  3  pounds  more 
powder  than  the  regular  charge  of  the  XV- inch,  as  his  carrifige  only 
allows  an  elevation  of  ^]  degrees,  and  he  tells  me  that  there  was  quite 
a  list  on  the  side  of  tire.  Five  degrees  must  have  been  the  full  pi-ac* 
ticable  elevation,  and  the  Nahanf  being  some  distance  farther  off  than 
the  l\isHaM\  would  Hliout  make  an  agreement  with  my  sup|xjsed  i-ange^. 
The  injury  done  to  my  deck  and  side  armor  is  so  very  much  more 
serious  tnan  any  which  the  Montnuk  has  suffered  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  fur  it.  The  distance  so  nearly  agi*eeing  leaves  only  two  modes 
of  explanation,  one  that  the  iron  used  on  the  Pa^mie  is  of  an  inferior 
tjuality,  the  other  that  the  size  of  the  shot  was  greater  than  anv  which 
struck  the  M^mUiitk.  Out  of  the  four  guns  of  the  Pamak-  and  ^^ahunt^ 
two  were  used  up,  as  regai-ded  a  contiiniance  of  fire,  my  XV-inch  from 
tlie  breaking  loose  of  the  box,  the  XI -inch  of  the  A^afuint  owing  to 
the  yoke  giving  way.  The  XV -inch  of  the  Patapsco  was  only  tired 
foorteen  times  and  was  eonsoLjuently  not  much  tried.  The  2<X»-pounder 
riile,  however,  which  was  discharged  forty -six  times,  stood  well.  This 
certainly  looks  as  if  our  gun  Hxtures  were  not  to  be  depended  on  for 
long  tiring,  and  I  consider  it  very  fortunate  that  in  my  case  the  diB- 
coverv  was  made  Ivefore  going  into  Charleston  Harbor. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P,  Drayton, 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Daitloren, 

Chief  of  Burt ((u  tf  Ordnance^   Washington. 


EepoTt  of  Rear-Admiral  Bu  Poat.  TI.  B.  Navy,  of  the  departure  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimert, 
TJ.  B,  Havy,  to  report  to  the  Department  hia  ezperienceB  of  the  bomhardment 

No.  114]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Pmi  Royal  Ilarhor,  S,  a,  March  7,  1863. 
Sir:  Chief  Engineer  A,  C.  Stimei-s  returns  north  in  the  JSriemon^ 
taking  charge  of  my  dispukhes. 

He  was  on  board  the  /\imn/c  during  the  last  attack  on  Fort  McAUis- 
tvv  and  is  unxiioiis  to  reoort  his  experience  to  the  IVpartment.  Though 
his  services  are  valuable  to  me  in  the  repair  of  the  monitors,  I  have 
concluded  to  let  him  go. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  pu  Pont, 
Hear- Admiral^  Omidg.  S<pufh  Athmftr  Bim-kadlng  Sqitadron, 

Hon.  (riDEON  Welles, 

Secreta/ry  of  t/ie  Natiy.  Washington. 
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Order  of  Eea^r- Admiral  Bn  Pont,  IF.  8.  Navy,  to  Chief  Engineer  Btimert^  U.  S.  Havy,  to 
proceed  to  Washington  with  official  dispatches. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  IIarhn\  S,  (%  March  7,  186d. 
Sir:  Having  eTOressed  a  desire  to  ivpurt  your  experieiH'*^  in  the 
roeent  attack  on  Fort  Mt^AIIIwter  bv  the  ironokd.s,  and  beiiiuf  yuiir.self 
on  the  Ik^^ffir  during  tho  on^a^emeiit,  I  have  ooneluded  to  peniiit 
you  to  go  north,  although  your  .service8  are  vaUiable  here  in  superin- 
tending the  neeesnary  repairs  of  the  irouchids. 

Yon  will  therefore  return  in  the  Eritmon,  going  direct  to  Baltimore, 
and  proceed  at  once  to  Washington,  taking  oiy  official  dispatches  in 
chai^ge. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Re^r*AdmtraL 
Chief  Engineer  Alb  an  C.  Sttmerr,  U.  S*  Navv, 


[TelegTBia.j 

Fort  Monroh,  Va.,  Marc/i  II.  IRGS—np,  m. 
1  bring  dispatches  from  Adniinil   Du   Pont.     Charleston   not  ^^et 
attacked*     Our  exjwrience  against  Fort  McAllister  on  the  3d  instant 
demonsti'ates  that  we  mast  have  more  gons  to  be  sncecssfnl  against 
Charleston. 

I  have  told  Admiral  Dn  Pont  that  we  can  get  the  Xan tucket^  Sanga- 
rium^  and  Ktokuk  at  work  upon  Charleston  in  the  tirst  week  in  April. 
I  came  in  the  Erlcsmm^  whicn  can  carry  kick  iron  for  reinforcing  the 
docks  and  prospective  repairs,  I  wish  to  get  another  raft.  Wf*h*ifrken 
steers  better  with  than  without  one  attached  to  her  bow.  A  X  inch 
mortar  shell  stiait^k  the  dci'k  of  P<uHaic  without  going  through.  Injury 
to  lx>ttom  of  Mtmla*(k  by  the  torpedo  is  not  serious;  repairing  at  Fort 
ItoyaL  Was  on  board  PfiMm?r  during  eight  houl^s*  action  witli  fort. 
Everything  worked  admirably.  Will  be  in  Washington  to-morrow 
morning, 

Ajlban  C.  Stihers, 

Chi^f  Engineer* 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfis  Nav^, 


L 


Eeport  of  Major  Harria,  C.  8,  Army*  ehiof  engineer  of  the  diitrlot  of  Georgia. 

Savannah,  (ta,,  March  .9,  tS63, 
General:  In  compliance  with  my  instructions.  Captain   McCnidy 
hiis  made  a  report  in  detail  of  the  engagement  of  the  enemy  with  the 
biitterv  at  Genesis  Point  (Fort  McAllister)  on  the  Hd  instanK  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith. 

This  interesting  repnit  is  bused  u{3on  information  furnished  l>y 
Assistant  Engineer  J.  W.  McAlnin,  Uy  whose  adminihle  <*onduct  on 
this  and  nrtvious  attacks  up<ni  Fort  McAllister  1  respectfully  invite 
the  attention  of  the  general  commanding. 
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1  have  visited  the  battery  ^ince  the  etiga^ment  and  fouud  it  in 
^jjted  condition  in  every  respect. 

It  would  appear  that  the  ironclEds  are  not  such  formidable  monstery 
after  all,  partu-ularly  against  .sand  batteries.  Where  cru.shing  effect 
Is  desin'd,  as  against  vessels  and  brick  or  other  walls*  the  XV-inch 
she!!  atul  solid  shot  could  l>e  nsed  to  advantage,  but  for  the  reduction 
«>f  sand  batteries  the  same  amount  of  metal  thrown  from  VIII  and 
X  inch  guns  in  the  same  time  would,  I  think,  have  treble  the  effect. 
The  tiring  of  the  ironclads  was  not  as  accurate  as  it  should  have  been 
under  the  circumstances.  The  fire  of  our  Imttery  having  f>een  directed 
against  one  of  them  alone,  the  others  ought  to  have  tired  with  all  the 
deliberation  and  care  requisite  to  insure  accuracy,  I  am  therefore  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  their  wild  tiring.  The  most  of  their  shots  passed 
over  the  battiuy.  The  mortars  were  tired  at  a  distance  of  at  least  Si- 
miles, without,  as  usual,  any  damaging  effect  upon  the  battery. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  the  turret  of  Nth  I  {MtmtauJi'*}  was  injured 
during  the  engagement* 

The  result  of  this  engagement  ought  to  make  us  feel  quite  comfort- 
able.  When  the  grand  affair  with  which  the  abolitionists  have  been 
so  long  threatening  us  shall  come  off,  if  it  ever  does,  1  am  siire  our 
sand  batteries  will  give  a  good  account  of  themselves* 

Mr.  McAlpin  thinks  the  ironclads  did  not  pass  over  the  torpedoes  in 
the  river.     1  have  directed  an  examination  to  be  made  to  ascertain  if 
they  are  in  the  position  in  which  they  were  anchored  in  the  stream. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yours,  very  respectfully* 

D.  B.  Harris, 
Major  and  Chief'  Engineer. 

Brigadier-Generfil  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chfi^f  of  Sfnf. 


Efiport  of  Capt&in  McCrad;,  C.  B,  Army. 

C.  S.  Enginekr  Office, 

Saimimah^  Marrh  S,  ISSS, 
Major:  The  following  report  of  the  engagement  with  thi^ee  of  the 
enemv'-*^  monitor  Heet,  which  occurred  at  Bort  McAllister  on  Tuesday, 
March  8,  is  founded  upon  the  notes  and  observations  of  As?*istant 
Engineer  McAlpin  and  the  Htatenients  of  Captain  [(1.  W.l  Anderson, 
Captain  [J.  L»]  McAllister,  Lieutenant [E.  A.jElarbee,  and  Mr.  Motte 
Middleton. 

Three  of  the  monitor  fleet  took  position  off  the  battery  at  8:45  a.  m, ; 
opened  tire  at  8:54  a.  m.,  and  ceased  at  4:15  p.  nu,  the  action,  so  far 
as  these  vessels  were  concerned,  lasting  seven  hours  and  twent3"-four 
minutes.  Another  monitor  lay  near  the  bend  of  the  river  below  Har- 
vey's Cut,  but  took  no  part  in  the  action.  She  was  accompanied  by 
one  river  steamer  and  one  ocean  steamer,  besides  two  mortar  schooners 
in  plain  view  and  one  which  was  not  seen,  but  which  threw  mortar 
shells,  together  with  the  other  two,  during  the  whole  engagement. 

The  three  ironclads  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  distances 
varying  from  1,40<J  to  1,900  yards  from  the  battery.  At  these  dis- 
tances they  appeared  to  be  all  so  nearly  of  the  same  model  jis  to  render 
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it  impossihjc*  to  distinguish  them  by  differeneesof  form  or  promirtion. 
Efieh  oarried  a  sinf^lt-^  turrf^t,  nearly  amidships,  and  in  front  of  soioke- 
stiiek.  They  could  oidy  l)e  distinguished  from  ein^h  other  hy  their  dif- 
fereneen  of  color,  which  iirc  given  in  the  enchased  tal>le.  One  of  them 
lay  above  the  target,  the  other  two  F>elow  it*  (.'ailing  that  above  the 
target  and  nearest  the  ImttiTy  JVo.  /,  iVo.  :3  lay  alwut  3ni»  yards  below 
it,  and  A'o,  J  alwut  5U  vards  below  iVy^  ^.  Their  position  wa^  in  the 
channel  al»out  20i>  yarJs  from  the  marsh,  on  the  opjKJsite  siih*  of  the 
river.  Assistant  Engineer  I'nste lb  ^stationed  at  Rosedew.  states  that 
only  one  of  the  three  carried  a  Hag  ufion  her  turi'et.  This  was  |>r4>l>- 
ably  the  -IA^j//^/i/^;*  which  in  previous  engagements  carried  such  a  Hag. 
The  plates  on  the  hull  of  JVo,  J  were  distinguishatile  from  the  battery 
and  were  thought  by  Mr,  McAlpin  to  be  from  18  to  24  inidu^s  stjuare. 

The  tables  attached  to  this  rejwrt  will  show  the  differences  of  color, 
armament,  etc*,  of  the  three  ironclads,  ii?i  well  as  the  numlier  of  shot 
fired  by  (^ach  and  the  luunber  whi^-h  took  effect  upt^n  the  batteiT.  The 
whole  ntin^bcr  tired  wa,s  224,  and  of  these  not  more  than  50  struck  any 
part  of  our  works.  Of  the  27  whit-h  struck  the  traverses  and  superior 
slo[>e  inilv  12  shells  exploded,  ami  they  did  no  serious  damage.  The 
greatest  injury  intlicted  by  a  shot  was  the  destruction  cif  tbe  carriage 
of  the  Vllldnch  gun. 

The  tire  of  our  battery  was  concentrated  exclusively  on  monitor 
]VfK  i.  No  shots  whatever  w^ere  tired  at  AW.  :1  and  J.  The  men  on 
A^o.  J  watched  the  engagement  from  the  deck  of  their  vessel  without 
fear  of  lieing  tired  at.  Captain  Anderson  report^s  that  he  attempted 
tirirtg  by  battery,  but  did  not  succeed  for  want  of  a  signal  whhh  could 
be  heard  in  all  the  gun  chambers  at  once*  He  reports  that  the  stroke 
of  the  Irnss  drum  was  not  sufficient  for  this  purp>se. 

The  tiring  of  the  X-inch  mortar,  i^aptain  Martin,  was  very  accurate, 
all  the  shells  falling  near  AV^  /,  and  one,  tilled  with  sand,  stinking  her 
deck  and  breaking  to  jjieces.  The  [^2-pounder  rifled  gun*  with  charges 
of  7  iwunds  cd*  ]>owder,  did  well,  all  tlie  bolt.s  and  moj?t  of  the  shells 
being  thrown  satisfactorily.  The  Vllldnch  gun  tired  with  it^  usual 
accuracy  until  dismounteilat  li  oVloi^k.  The  tiring  of  tlie  42-pounder, 
always  accurate,  was  only  interrupted  for  thirty  minutes,  when,  the 
traverse  wheel  iHdng  broken  T>y  a  fragment  of  shell,  it  required  that 
time  to  rephice  it.  The  gun  was,  however,  tired  several  timc^  with 
the  broken  wheel,  but  at  last  gave  way:  Tlie  X-ineh  gun  was  served 
with  an  elevation  of  t>  30'  and  generally  shot  over  the  turret;  it  is 
thought,  however,  that  sevend  of  it^  shot  struck  the  vessel.  The  32- 
poundei-s  were  tired,  I  supixise,  for  the  puqx^se  of  dividing  the  enemy'8 
attention.  It  will  be  thus  sf^en  that  the  42-ixmnder  and  the  rifle  gun 
were  those  which  principally  maintained  the  action  on  our  part,  the 
VI  If -inch  gun  having  l>een  disabled  at  11  o'clock  and  th*'  X-ineh 
generally  overshooting  the  mark. 

The  following  are  the  circum stances  wdiich  have  caused  a  belief  that 
AfA  J  was  injured  in  the  engagement  :  The  last  shot  tired  at  her  was 
from  thn  42-pounden  It  was  rejK>rted  to  have  strut-k  near  the  turret 
and  low^  down  toward  the  water  line.  Inmiediately  after  slie  was  struck 
a  volume  of  smoke  or  steam  issued  from  her  side  in  a  manner  not  wit- 
ne^ed  in  previous  engagements,  and  wiiich  caused  a  remark  that  she 
was  on  fire.  At  the  same  time  three  men  rushed  out  of  her  turret  and 
shortly  returned.     She  then  blew  her  whistle  three  times,  when  Ay>.  2, 


*The  U.  S.  S.  Montauk  was  not  in  action. 
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whit'li  had  already  weighed  anchor  and  started  downstream,  returned^ 
and  roining  up  to  No.  1  took  her  position  until  8hti  had  retired.  Mean- 
whilo  hoth  ^uns  of  No.  1  were  diHrharged,  or  di^eharged  tht^iiis€lve.s, 
without  aim  up  the  river,  one  of  the  shot  istrikini^  in  the  niiddliMif  the 
stream  near  the  ol>striirtions.  These  eireiiinstHnees  were,  in  whole  or 
part,  witnessed  \%y  Mr.  Motte  Middleton,  Asslstiint  En^^ineer  McAlpin, 
the  otti(M:'rs  in  the  batteiy,  Lieutenftnt  Elarhee,  in  the  mHr.sh  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  tlie  niaiienversof  the  two  vessels  welt*  aLso 
witnessed  from  Rosedew  hy  Assistant  Enf^ineer  PostelL  Captain 
Mc'Allister's  pickets  at  Cottcnhani  rejjt>rt  that  the  enemy  were  "work- 
ing on  one  of  their  ironclads  all  night  after  the  engagement* 

Lieutenant  Elarliee  and  four  men  of  tiiptain  McAllisters  companv 
went  over  into  the  tnai'sh  opposite  the  fort  the  night  before  on  a  call 
for  volunteers  for  that  punMJse.  They  utlained  a  ix>sition  from  iiO<>  to 
250  yai'ds  from  monitor  iVo.  1.  On  the  ofhcer  stepping  out  of  the 
turret  to  ascertain  the  effe{'t  of  his  sh*it,  one  riiie  was  tired  at  him, 
but  missed,  upon  which  he  inmu'd lately  turned  to  reenter  the  turret, 
but  was  shot  m  the  aet,  stumbling  forward,  and  at  last  only  enter- 
ing with  difficnlty.  No,  i  tired  grape  or  canister  at  the  nn^i  in  the 
marsh  ininiediately  after  this,  and  once  subsequently,  but  without 
hurting  one  of  them.  Lieutenant  Elarbee,  from  his  position,  had  a 
nearer  view  of  No.  1  than  anyone  has  yet  had  of  otie  of  the  monitor 
fleet.  No.  1  is  supp>sed  to  be  the  Jfotfat/k*  He  reports  that  her  |x>rts 
are  always  open;  that  her  guns  run  in  and  out  of  battery,  and  that 
they  are  loaded  from  the  muzzle.  He  could  distinctly  hexir  the  words 
of  command,  '*In  battery/'  eti'.,  and  saw  the  hands  of  the  men  and  the 
staff  of  the  rammer  protrudijig  through  the  port  in  loading.  He  also 
reports  that  in  Nk  J  the  umzzle  of  the  gun  when  in  battery  j)rotrudes 
about  0  inches  from  the  port.  He  could  see  nothing  of  the  same  kind 
in  Ay^y.  ^and  J.  He  could  observe  no  injury  done  by  our  shot  to  the 
turret,  the  only  oljservable  effect  being  a  whitish  sti'eak  on  the  iron. 
The  shot  either  g  hi  need  or  were  broken  t^o  pieces.  One  of  our  shot  is 
reported  to  have  struck  about  fJ  inches  from  the  port.  According  to 
Lieutenant  Elarbee's  observations,  and  also  Mr,  McAlpin's,  the  turret 
of  Nk  J  during  this  engagement  turned  only  one  wav,  the  revolutions 
being  to  an  outsider  uniformly  from  left  to  right.  Lieutenant  Elarbee 
also  observed  tliat  the  motion  of  revolution  was  not  even  and  continu- 
ous, but  effected  l)y  a  marked  trip  at  regular  intervals.  Tlie  turret 
appeared  to  be  sometimes  arrested  temponirily  in  its  revolutions, 
whether  from  design,  imperfect  machinery,  or  injury  from  our  shot 
eould  not  be  ascertained. 

The  mortar  fire  of  the  enemy  did  no  damage  to  the  works  during 
the  day.  They  resnnied  tiring  at  0  p.  m.,  and  continued  their  bom- 
bardment until  t>  a.  m.  the  next  day.  Only  one  shell  struck  any  part  of 
the  works,  and  that  opened  a  crater  of  about  4  feet  in  diameter  and  2 
feet  deep  in  the  top  or  the  covered  w^ay  leading  from  the  juain  work  in 
the  mortar  battery.  To  sum  up  the  effects  of  the  seven  hours'  bom- 
Imrdment  i>n  Fort  McAllister  by  three  ironclads,  carrying  each  two 
guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  and  three  mortar  boats,  carrying  each 
one  X  or  XV  inch  mortar.  I  make  the  following  statement  of  damage: 

Earthwork, — No  material  damage,  nor  any  that  could  not  be  repaii*ed 
in  one  night. 

Gums, — One  gun  carriage  scattered;  two  traverse  wheek  broken. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    8Q0ADROK. 


733 


Mm, — Two  men  nlightly  wounded. 

On  accoiuit  of  the  roiitiaued  booil^ardmont  the  negroes  could  not  be 
worked  during  the  niifht,  and  ii  working  party  wa8  d(?tailed  for  that 
purpose  from  the  rtharpMbo<:iterrf.  With  these  men  and  the  iiH.sistanee 
of  their  officers.  Assistant  Eno-itieer  MeAlpin  had  all  the  damage 
repaired  hy  morning,  the  Vlll-mch  columbiad  remounted  on  a  spare 
carriage  .sent  from  Savaimah,  and  the  broken  traverse  wheel  of  the 
32-pounder  replaced  hy  a  new  one.  The  broken  traverse  wheel  tif  the 
42-pounder  had  i*een  replaced  during  the  action  by  Lieutenant  Quinn^ 
of  the  Emmett  Rifles,  conmmnding  the  gmi,  the  spare  traverse  wheel 
having  lieeo  brought  from  the  rear  of  the  fiattery  in  the  midst  of  the 
flying  shells  by  one  of  the  gun  detachment,  who  lieing  unable  to  lift  it 
the  whole  way,  rolled  it  along  the  ground  h\  holding  the  fork. 

A  fresh  supply  of  amnumition  was  received  from  Savannah  during 
tlie  night,  anrl  the  following  morning  the  garrison  were  as  well  i>re- 
pared  to  renew  the  tight  as  they  had  been  to  begin  it;  but  the  enemy 
did  not  come  up  to  time.  The  battery  will  be  in  all  respects  complete 
by  Tuesday  night  should  nothing  untoward  prevent. 

I  desii-e  to  make  special  mention  to  the  general  commanding  of  the 
coolness,  courage^  and  presence  of  mind  of  Assistant  Engineer  *L  W. 
ilcAlpin,  who,  while  under  fire,  sketched  the  positions  of  the  vessels, 
and  kt^pt,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  a  tally  of  the  ^hotn  fired  by 
the  enemy,  l>esides  taking  notes  and  collecting  the  principal  facts  upon 
which  this  report  and  the  annexed  tables  are  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

John  McCradt, 
Captain  and  Chief  En^ineer^  Stale  of  Georgia, 

Major  D.  B.  Habris, 

C%ief  &igineer  South  Carolina^  Georgia^  and,  Fl^da^ 

Charleston^  8.  CI 

[Euclosures.] 

Tablt  »lMwing  effed  of  work»  at  GaiefU  Paird  {^Fort  McAUiMer)  of  mjen  h&urs'  bombard- 
ment by  three  turrded  Tnon%loT9,  on  iforcA  J,  2363, 

Mmiar  haifrry. — Not  struck. 

S^-pound^r  rifle  eJmmher. — ^One  ahell  in  exterior  slope,  displacing 
about  1  cubic  yard  of  ejarth.  One  rifle  shell  grazed  eastern  slope  or 
right  flank  travei-se,  between  rifle  gun  and  VI 11 -inch. 

Vlll-inch  coliiinhiad  chamher. — Two  shells  exploded  in  right  tiank 
tniverse,  doing  but  little  damage.  One  shot  struck  gun  carriage  right 
diagonal  brace,  which  it  shivered  and  rendered  gun  useless.  Hve 
shot  entered  exterior  slope  of  parapet.     No  serious  damage, 

^-pmind^^r  gun  chamber, — Three  shots  struck  t4>p  of  traverse 
between  VUI-ineh  and  42-pounder;  one  being  shelly  exploded.  No 
serious  damage  was  done.  Two,  if  not  more,  shot  or  shells  (one 
exploding)  struck  northwest  angle  of  the  same  tmverse,c^arryingaway 
earth  for  6  feet  from  front.  Traverse  in  rear  struck  twice,  one  shell 
exploding.  No  serious  damage  done.  One  ti'averse  wheel  broken, 
proliably  by  a  fragment  of  shell.  One  man  wounded  by  fragment  of 
shell.  One  man  wounded  by  a  sod  peg.  Eight  Bhot  entered  exterior 
slo|>e  of  parapet.  No  serious  damage.  Two  rifle  shells  struck  trav- 
erse on  left  flank ;  one  exploded,  Irreaking  left  traverse  wheel.  No 
serious  damage.  One  Xl-inch  shell  struck  same  traverse  and  exploded. 
No  serious  damage. 
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X-mch  gun  chambtT. — Two  shot  struck  the  superior  slope  in  front 
of  this  gun  without  diimage*  One  of  theni,  a  snell,  ricoc-iiettod  tmd 
8tru(*k  top  of  tmveme  in  rear,  exploding  in  front  of  bombproof,  doin^ 
no  barm.  Three  shots  struck  exterior  slope  of  pampi^t,  without  doing 
severe  damage. 

32-iKainder  dmihh  chamher, — One  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  supif- 
rior  slope  of  parapet,  making  a  hole  2  feet  deep  und  4  feet  in  dinme- 
t<*r.  A  fnigment  broke  right  traverse  wheel  of  32'pounder  on  left. 
Four  shot  struck  traverse  in  rear;  two  of  them  (shells)  explodi^d  near 
left  angle,  low  down^  displacing  a  considemble  amount  of  earth.  One 
shot  struck  traverse  on  left  flank.  Two  shot  struck  exterior  slope  of 
parapet.     No  serious  damage  done. 

J2-ptmnder  an  h ft  dank, — No  shot  struck.  One  shot  struck  parapet 
in  front  of  hot-shot  furnace. 

Bimthprmf. — Three  shot  struck  northern  side;  one  exploded.  Four 
shot  struck  top.     No  damage  done. 

Founded  on  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  J.  W.  McAlpin. 

John  McCiiADy, 
CapUiin  and  Chief  Engineer^  State  of  Georgia, 


Table  sliomng  color t  aainatnaUf  prmtdUe*^  He. » of  the  three  twrtdtd  mmiitor»  whidi  oUaeked 
fbrC  McAlMer  (m  March  S,  ISeS. 


I 


color. 

ArmameDt. 

FToJectllei. 

Number  of 

shots 

fired  at 

h»ttcnr. 

No,  1 

Turret   Rfid    ssiiiolee- 
fltack    blat^k,    hull 

Hull  ftnd  smokestack 
light  colored,  top  of 
Hmokeetock  red. 

Hull,  turret,  and  lop 
oC  smokestack  dark 

1  XV-fnohifiiu 

1  XMnehgun ,. 

Bmmithbore » 

XVineh  hollow  shot  ftod 

Bhells. 
Xl-lnrh   fthelli<   and   <«olfd 

eOioL 
XV-inch  shell,  with  3  fuzes, 
Cyltndro-oonolda!   percns- 

HionHhell  n  Int'lifslong, 

8  inches  diameter  at  hafle. 
XI  inch  solid  Rhotnudeheli. 

90 

No,  2,.....„ 

IVUMiich  rifle...... 

1  Xl-lnchiTUii.....-,. 
HtnfHriihbore ....... 

90 

No,  8 

2  vm  inch  riflei 

Cylindro-iKinoidttl   perent- 
■lou  Rbell  17  Inehefl  long 
■Ad  S  Inches  diameter  at 
bii«e. 

M 

Int<»rvalH  l>etwe^n  aiicce^sive  delivery  of  fii'e:  A vem^  of  ton  minuter. 

reii(»tnition:  Xl-inoh  solid  whot  penetrated  f*  feet  10  inches  in  sand. 
Vlll-infh  rifle  .shell  penetmted  3  feet  6  inches  in  sand. 

Founded  on  obsen-ations  of  Asjsistant  Engineer  J.  W.  McAlpin, 

John  McCradt, 
Captain  and  Chidf  Engineer,  State  tf  Georgia, 


tTel«ffrai».] 

Navy  DErAKTMENT,  Mnrrh  .},  186S, 
Vnt  on    board  the  Counter  any  freight    now  leady  and  whioh  the 
express  steamer  can  not  take,  and  dispatch  her  to  Port  KojaL 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nai^y. 
Real -Admiral  Hiram  pArLoiNG, 

Commandant  Sat\fj  Fard^  New  York. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Order  of  tfui  SeiTetary  t\f  t/ie  Niifyy  to  Actmg  Yohmteer  Lieutenant 
IF^/,  IL  S.  Navy^  ctymmanding  tl*  S.  S.  3iamarku^'tfji^  to  jrroemd 

to  the  South  Atlantic  iSfpmdrofi  Jhr  the  delivery  of  maih^  jmmengera^ 

and  j/rammonK 

Navy  Depaktment.  Marrk  4,  JS6S. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  voii  will  pnK*eed  with  the  I'.  S,  S,  JfaMa- 
t/itfH^ftH  to  the  South  Atliiiitic  Blot-kuding  Squadron  and  deliver  the 
inuils  tmd  pus.songer.s  for  the  vessels  of  that  nquadron  and  supply  them 
with  fresh  provisions,  etc.  The  HniitM  of  the  scpiadrcvn  are  tne  divid 
hiir  lines  of  the  Carol inas  on  the  north  and  Cape  I'Hnaveral  on  the 
stnith*  The  liead(|uarters  of  Kear- Admiral  Du  Font,  with  whom  you 
will  eoiumardcate,  are  at  Port  KovhL 

It  will  be  your  dut}^  to  eouimunieate  with  all  the  ve.ssels  on  the  eoawt 
belonging  to  this  sfpiadron  unlesn  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont  should 
otherwise  direct,  and  to  deliver  tlieir  mails  and  passengers  and  reeeive 
niailn,  pa-ssengers,  and  invalids  to  be  brought  nortli.  Your  naiib 
should  be  proper!}^  assorted,  each  vesseF^s  mail  to  iti^elf,  so  that  it  may 
be  ready  for  immediate  delivery:  also  any  other  packages  or  parcels 
for  t)fiicers  and  men.  Much  complaint  has  heretofore  been  made  of 
the  loss  of  such  packages  or  of  serious  damage  to  them. 

On  your  homeward  trip  you  will  communicate  with  the  vessels  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Blockaaing  Stpuidron  off  Beaufort  [and]  Wilming- 
ton, and  receive  any  mails  or  passengers  to  be  sent  north.  You  wul 
also  touch  at  Hampton  Koads  and  communicate  with  Acting  Rear- 
Admiml  Lee.  From  this  point  you  will  mail  your  dispatches  for  the 
Department,  to  go  via  Baltmiore,  by  which  they  w^ill  reach  here  earlier 
than  if  mailed  at  New  York  after  your  arrivalthere. 

Notwithstanding  the  special  service  assigned  to  the  MamarhmettH^ 
she  m  to  exercise  all  the  rights  pei^taining  to  a  cruiser  of  the  United 
States  in  tinie  of  war.  The  unquestioned  belligerent  ri|^ht  of  search 
m  to  be  exercised,  and  you  will  be  vigilant  to  detect,  seize,  and  send 
into  port  for  adjudication  any  vessel  engaged  in  carrying  contraband 
of  war  to  the  insurgentjs  or  in  violating  the  blockade  that  you  may  fall 
in  with  in  your  cruise*  Enclosed  is  a  circular  letter  in  reference  to 
visiting  an^l  searching  vessels  and  several  of  the  recent  general  orders 
issued  by  the  Department. 

Before  sailing  from  New  York  transmit  to  the  Deimrtnient  a  list  of 
jmssengers  going  out  in  the  Mfi^mwhrned^^  designating  the  vessels  to 
which  they  are  respectively  destined,  and  on  your  return  to  New  Y'ork 
the  following  lists,  viz: 

1*  Of  passengers  brought  home,  from  vesael  received,  and  cause  of 
return. 

2.  Similar  list  of  seamen. 

3.  Similar  list  of  prisoners. 

4.  Of  vessel  supplied  with  provisions,  stating  date  and  loi^alitv. 

5.  Of  vessels  spoken  or  boarded  at  sea  during  the  trip,  witla  the 
usual  re  n3  arks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc*, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm,  H.  West,  U.  S.  Navy^ 

C&mmmiding  U,  S.  S,  Massachmetts^  Iveie  york. 
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ifftructums  of  Rear- Admiral  Du 
Wave^  ash/re  in  the  Santee  River, 


InMructi/ms  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U:  S.  JTary^  to  LieuteRimU- 
Omimander  Daris^  U.  S.  Xacy,  regarding  the  $t^am€r  Queen  of  the 


FlAGSHIP  WaBASB« 

P^/rt  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  March  5,  1863. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Wismhichm  ander  vour  eomiDaiid 
to  Georgetown*  and  assnine  temponrily  the  charge  of  the  blockade 
there. 

You  will  direct  Lieutenant-Comiiiander  Eastman  to  proceed  to  the 
San  tee  and  endearor  to  get  off  the  steamer  Queen  of  the  Wave,  ashore 
there,  or  if  thij»  Ls  impracticable*  to  save  from  the  wreck  such  parts  of 
her  cargo  and  machinery  as  are  worth  preserving.  It  is  reported 
vaguely  that  there  is  an  engine  packed  in  her  forehold,  which,  of 
course,  should  be  obtained,  as  well  as  the  engine  of  the  steamer  itself. 
You  will  direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman,  in  case  he  can  not 
get  the  vessel  off,  to  destroy  her. 

ThiH  being  accomplished,  you  will  repair  off  Charleston,  leaving  the 
Conemaugh  in  charge  at  Georgetown,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer 
present  for  blockadmg  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear'Admirol. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

U.  8.  8.  WtsmMckon,  PaH  Royal. 


Report  of  Acting  lAeutenant  Colhmin.  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Zodona,  suggesting  measures  of  improvement  for  that  vessd. 

U.  S.  S.  LODONA, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  C,  March  6,  1863. 
Sir:  I  would  be  glad  if  you  will  permit  me  to  take  in  additional 
coal,  which  1  could  stow  in  the  hold,  so  as  to  bring  this  vessel  down 
deeper  in  the  water  and  increase  her  speed,  besides  being  more  pro- 
tection to  her  boiler  and  machinery  from  shot. 

If  there  is  any  boiler  iron  at  Port  Royal,  my  boiler  could  have  pro- 
tection by  running  a  coal  bunker  abaft  it;  it  would  also  be  secure  on 
both  sides  by  the  coal  bunkers  when  full  of  coal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 
Acting  Lieutenant^  Commamdvng. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

ComTTumding  South  Atlantic  Rlockadifig -Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Ad/miral  Du  Pontj  U.  8. 
Na'iyy^  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  ironclads  after  thea;ttack  upon 
Churl^ton  and  Savammxih, 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  March  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Nantucket  and  Keohuk  are  added  to  your  squadron.  The 
force  of  ironclads,  therefore,  will  be  the  Montauh,  Weehawken^  New 
Ironsides,  Passaic^  Nahant,  Patapsco,  Catskill,  Nantmcket,  and  Keohuk. 


AssuiiitHK  thiit  tliL\so  vesrisels  csmpe  from  loss  in  contemplated  move- 
ments, ymt  wilt,  [iiimediately  after  yuur  attack  upon  Charleston  and 
Savannah  is  completed,  sencf  to  Hampton  Roads  the  Passaic^  Montnuk^ 
and  Kt'f*hii\ 

Li*t  ail  others  proceed  without  delay  to  Pensacola.  The  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  (iiilf  requires  a  force  of  ironclads  to  be  .^ent  there  with- 
out delay,  hut  you  may  retain  two  of  the  monitors  destined  for  the 
GuU\  unless  the  attack  upon  Savannah  results  in  the  destrut*tioii  of 
the  inniclads  in  that  port.  Even  in  that  event  the  Depirtment  leaves 
it  to  your  judgment  to  send  tlie  six  remaininjjf  ironclans  south,  or  only 
four;  only  impressint,^  up<Hi  you  that  theexitrenciesof  the  puhlie  service 
ai*e  verv  great  in  Rear- Admiral  Farrag-ut's  squadron. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wkli^es, 

Secrettiry  oft/tr  Nam/, 
Rear-Aduiinil  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vomdij,  Smith  A/ianf/'e  Bl'tjckadintj  St/widrrnu  Pmi  Rf^yul^  S.  t\ 


[Teleirrain.] 

Navy  Department,  Mftrck  5^  ISGS. 
If  the  NnntvrkH  can  go  south  send  her  immediately  to  Du  IVmt, 
Change  the  sick  engineer  of  the  Kmkak*     There  is  no  tiuie  to  spare 
with  these  vessels,  as  the  Cutjukfil  arrived  at  Port  Royal  yestei-day. 

Gideon  Welles, 


Rear- Admiral  HIuam  Paulding, 

VtmiWiinthmt  JVapt/  Yard^  New  York, 


Secretary  of  (hj  Naify. 


Meporl  of  CfmimnndtT  Rod^ers^  U,   ^S'.   Navy^  comNtttndhif/  (J.   S,   S, 

Vatskdi„  regard tmi  f  he  mje  arriml  of  that  'vessel  at  Port  Jiaytd^  S.  (7., 

direct  from  A^ew  York. 

U.  8.  Ironclad  Catskix^l, 
P*rf  RmjaL  Jfarrh  o,  1HG3. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  arrived 
here  in  four  and  three-quarters  days  direct  from  New  York.  The 
weather  has  heen  Ijoisterous,  with  heavy  sea  at  times,  which,  on  several 
oeeasions,  went  over  the  awning  on  the  turret.  Through  the  eare 
taken  in  securing  the  vessel  for  sea  and  the  vigilani'e  of  the  officers, 
in  coiuiection  witli  the  judtrjunnt  and  seamanship  displayed  by  iXim- 
mander  Mullanv.  of  the  B/tuvdh:^  1  have  heen  enabled  to  carry  out 
the  wisht\s  of  tfie  Department  in  proeeeding  direct  to  my  destination. 

The  ship  upon  her  arrival  was  re|>orted  ready  for  service. 
I  am,  very  resi>cetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   W.  RODGERS, 

Commander. 
Hon »  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namj^  Wmhin^/ttm^  I).  (\ 
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Mcpffi't  4>f  dmunafnh  r   MtiHornj^    f\    A'.    jV(tri/^  i't^Htftiutiffhtfj  {\ 


iUc,  of 


am 


th^  Ih  8.  ironclad  CatakiU, 


val  of  that  vmael  at  /hrt  lioya!^  S,  (\^  fftw/uf^ 


U,  S.   S.   BlENVlLLK, 


Sir:  F«h"  tlic  irifuniijitiou  of  the  Drpiirtmenl  I  liiive  i\w  lionor  to 
stiito  thiit  I  arrived  liur*!  to-day  with  thitJ  .ship  uiidor  iiiv  command  and 
the  [iroiK'Uidj  (hiHllll  in  tow,  the  pay-suge  from  Now  lork  direct  hav^- 
ing  been  ju^complished  in  five  ihivi**  The  weather  wjts  boisterous  and 
the  isea  quite  rnu^h  during  the  j^reater  portion  of  the  time,  hut  the 
CaL^kfliy  under  the  jndieioius  manajti^enient  of  tVnjiioander  Rodf^ers, 
f^tofxl  it  vety  well,  and  is  apparently  in  a.s  good  condition  for  yerv^ice 
a>i  when  she  left  New  York, 

I  an  J,  sir.  n\s|>eet  fully,  your  of»edient  servant, 

J,   R,   M.   MULLANY, 

Vifnunand^-r. 

Hon.   (ilDHON    WeLLE8, 

Srf'rf'kfrt/  *if  fiu'  Nmuj^  WifMhntt/ftm^  IK  C 


JYaghhu'  Wabash, 

Ihtt  Royal  Ihrhyr,  S\  a,  MarehG,  1863, 
Sir:  You  will  send  your  yignul  oftii'er  on  Imard  the  Hatrship  daily  at! 
*i  p.  nj,  to  reeeive  instructions  in  a  sys^tem  of  horuogmphic  signaU;J 
also  a  qujirti^nnaster  to  be  instrneted  u.s  tiaguian. 
RespeetfuUy,  your  obedient  .servant, 

S.   K   pUPONT, 

Riitr-Aiitfttral,,  Voiftii4j,  Stmth  Afhintiv  Rl/iclridimj  Squadrfm* 


LiUcr  ft'fttfi  Major- Gemmd  Hunter^  U,  S,  A/'att/^  to  Rear- Admiral] 
Ihi  Pont^  I/,  S,  AWf.*t/^  requesting  frmperatimi  of  namal  officers  stor  i 
tioned  off  the  J*lari(ia  coast 

HDgH.s.  Deft,  of  the  South,  March  6\  1863, 
Admiral;  I  am  -sendint^  Colonel  Higginson,  commanding  Fiiv^t 
South  (  aroliiia  Brigade,  to  execute  an  important  mission  in  the  south- 
erly part  of  thixS  department,  and  have  to  beg,  if  consistent  with  your 
vi(^wri  of  the  interests  of  the  service,  that  you  will  ^^ive  the  colonel  a 
letter  to  the  offi eel's  of  your  squadron  on  duty  opposite  the  Florida 
coast,  to  render  any  assistance  in  their  power  to  Colonel  Higgintion 
that  shall  not  interfere  with  their  other  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  with  very  sincere  esteem, 
Your  ol>edient  servant, 

I),  Hunter, 
Major- (reii tta /,  Vomit t a n din 
Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vontdij,  SoutA  Atlanttr  Blovkadirtif  Sfjamlrtai, 
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Ordir  4tf  liv^tr-Adiitiriti  Da  I**fitt^  U,  S,  Nnt^tj^  to  the  Henl^tr  otfiver^  mi 
hlfH'kijdim/  Hti(iUm**<  in  ireinyla  ami  yhrtiilo^  to  rend*:i*  a^mtmicc  iA} 
Cfdi/iid  Illyghisan^  U.  S.  Army. 

FLAtJSHlP  WaUA.SH, 

81  Ks:  I  am  Infornicd  by  Genera  I  Ilunter  tluit  lie  is  spudini^  Colo  no  I 
llij^^nnson  on  an  imjwrtiint  mission  in  the  sniithciiy  part  of  his 
ilt^mrtnient. 

I  havi^  not  licen  made  acquainted  -with  the  ohjects  of  this  niis^itm, 
hut  any  a^ssii^tiinre  that  you  i-an  offer  Colonel   Hi^^^inson,  whieh  will 
uot  interfere  with  your  other  duties,  you  are  authorized  to  give. 
Rcapectfulh%  etc., 

S.  F.  Ih:  Font, 

RfMi'-AdmirftL 
Seniok  OyFirKiiM  Puksent, 

Blifckmling  Slatwm  hi  trforfjm  nvd  Flijrida, 


HejM/rt  (ff  Rear- Admiral  £hi  Runt^   f\  iS.   A^atjy^  trafmmittifhff  report 
of  a  hoard  of  »urvey  on  the  U.  S.  S,  Qiml^^  CUy, 

No.  119.]  FLAGSmr  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  narh^r,  S.  a.  Mareh  7,  ISBS. 
Sik:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  jini  forced  to  8end  the 
Qnoher  City  to  New  York,  as  she  is  disabled  and^  as  a  blockading  ves- 
sel, uselesj^.     Enclosed  is  the  survey  (marked  No.  1). 

In  addition  to  invalids  and  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired 
I  have  8ent  in  her  William  Perry,  captain  of  thepriiie  schooner  tjildr^ 
who  is  a  Charleston  and  Savannah  pilot,  and  considered  a  dangerous 
man;  also  George  A.  Luce,  a  pilot  for  these  Southern  waters,  taiken  on 
the  same  prize.  All  such  men  are  most  useful  to  the  rebels,  and  I 
have  written  to  Rear- Admiral  Paulding  to  retain  them  on  board  of  the 
North  Carolina  until  the  dt^ermination  of  the  Department  is  know^n* 
The  former,  Willinm  Ferry,  may  be  required  in  Fhiladelphia  as  a 
witness  when  the  <'ase  of  tiie  (rlid<>  is  taken  up  there  by  the  United 
States  district  judge. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  pu  Pont, 
Rixir-Adfuiraly  Comdy.  South  AtlmUlc  Blockadmy  Sf/uadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welle*^, 

Secretary  of  the  If  wiry  ^  Washinytmi,  />.  C 


RejxjTtof  R(MT-Admind  Du  Pont^  V.  S.  Naiy^  reyardin^f  theijujmirtid 
conditkn  of  certain  lyessel-tf  of  hts  c(nnmand. 

No.  120.]  Flaoshii*  Wabash, 

Pm't  Royal  Ilarhor^  S\  C,  Mar^h  7,  IStJS. 
Sir:  I  have  just  written  to  the  Department  (dispatch  Ni*.  1U»)  about 
the  Quaker  City,     I  have  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department 
to  other  vetjsels  of  my  squadron.     The  Unixu  is  broken  down,  almost 
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entirel}^;  tho  jYorwirk  very  little  h<*tt<*i\  Those  two  vessel?^  aro  hlocS 
ading  in  St.  Johirs  River,  and  I  Ivdw  noru'  to  ivlk*vc  them.  The  con- 
dition of  tho  Mohafrl\  stationed  iit  Feriiundina,  hii-s  already  been 
communicated  to  the  Depurtmeiit.  The  Mitd^/Ut  m  here  now  for 
repairs,  which  can  only  l>e  tenrjporarv.  The  Pofomjiku  \h  entirely 
broken  down,  and  several  of  the  regular  gunboats  require  ov^erhaaUng, 
but  I  can  not  smre  them  from  their  stations  for  tliis  objc»ct. 

T   mention    tnosc   details    in  order   that   tlie    Department    may   be 
informed  of  the  true  condition  of  things  here,  ana,  if  possible,  may 
dispatch  other  vessels  for  Idockadiiij^  duty,  or  I  shall  be  forced  by  cir-  < 
cumstaoees  to  withdraw  the  blockading  ships  from  some  of  thi*  stations  J 
to  the  southward. 

I  trust  that  I  need  not  add  that  I  do  not  state  the^c  things  in  a  spirit  1 
of  complaint;    far   from  it.      No  one   knows  better  than  I  do    now 
unprecedented  have  been  the  requirements  and  tests  on  steam  machin*  ; 
ery  brought  out  by  this  war  and  this  l>lockading  service. 

Not  tonaul  tires  for  seventv-live  and  eighty  diiys,  then  only  for  two 
or  three  days,  to  be  inmiediately  followed  by  a  repetition   of    long- 
service,  has  never  l>eforB  been  attempted. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Rmr- Admiral^  Cmndg.  South  Atlantic  Bhckmimg  Sqjiadrfm^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  the  iV^i^y,  Washington^  D,  O, 


Ri^yrf  of  Rear- Admiral  Ihi  Pmit^  IL  S.  Nmni^annmiiwimjtke 
at  Port  Royal^  S.  C^  oft/id  H,  S*  irond<td  Cai^fkiU, 

No.  117.] 


airrtrai 


Flagshu'  Wabash, 
P^rt  Roi/fd  Ilurhor,  S.  CI,  March  7,  IS6S. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  here* 
on  the  5th  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  BienrdlfU  having  in  tow  the  V,  S- 
iront^lud  steamer  CaUkUL     The  JiiimiHlie  will  leave  on  Monday  next 
for  her  destination. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 
Rear- Admiral^  Cmndg,  So^uth  Atlmitic  Bhjckadinjg  Sfiiuidrofi. 

Hon-  Gideon  Weixes, 

Smretary  of  tits  Nuey^  Washriujtnn^  />,  G. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D-u  Pont^  U.  S,  JVam/^  recommending  the 

discharge  of  stragglers  from  the  U*  *S*  S,  Qmemaugh, 

No,  121.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Rogal  ffarb(?r,  S\  C,  March  7,  ISO  J. 

Sir:  I  have  -sent  north  in  the  QtiaJcer  City  two  men  from  the  Ome- 
mmu^h,  viz,  Daniel  Wilson  (orainary  seaman)  and  Joseph  Cril>oul 
(ordmary  seaman),  to  be  dishonoiably  discharged  from  the  service. 

When  tho  Coftemmif/h  was  stationed  at  Wassaw  these  mt^n  left  one 
of  the  boatti  sent  atshurc  without  permission  and  wandered  off  into  tie 


woods.  They  wer**  found  two  (lav>*  iifterwards  in  the  marsh  of  one  of 
the  islands  hurderhig  on  OssaUjiw  and  were  tiiken  *ni  board  the  Dmmi 
in  a  starving  eonditlnn, 

ThiM't*  was  some  reason  to  believe  that  thej  intended  to  d<^sert,  but 
the  ovidenee  was  not  sufficient  to  e»tabliji^h  this  charge.  They  were^ 
howe\H^r,  woi'thless  men,  aud  1  ha\^e  therefore  sent  them  north  to  t>e 
diminssed  the  sei'viee. 

Verv  respeetfullv,  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Ai!mrrtii^  Vmndi/.  Smdh  AtJantu'  BhM^hmUng  Sfjiuuirmi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SeerekiV}/  of  the  Nainj^  WfiAhingf'On. 

[EndorRemont] 

To  tie  transferred  to  frigate  Subiue.  Refer  to  Bureau  Reeniitio^* 
Secretary  wants  to  know  if  it  is  beat  to  dincharge  such  men.  Can'^t 
they  lie  usedf 

F.  K.  M. 


Letter frmfi  Reo/r-Adrndral  iMi  Pmii^  IL  S.  Nmyy^  to  Commnndef'  Almy^ 
U,  i»'.  JVart/^  regardimj  t/w  dwjxdcfmuj  of  a  vesnel  tv  North  3iwto 
River, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Roijal  Ifm'hm\  S,  a,  Jhr^h  S,  tmL 
Sik:  Captain  Boutelle,  after  communicating  with  you,  has  seveml 
times  alluded  to  the  possibility  of  a  single  vessel  in  North  Edisto 
tjeing  reach(Hl  liy  steamers  from  Charleston  by  the  inlarul  waters.  For 
the  first  time  i  am  enabled,  however  pressed  elsewhere,  to  send  a 
second  vessel  to  those  waters. 

The  SJHHjff^  Commander  lieaumont,  will  therefore  report  to  yon, 
carrying  up  some  provisions  and  towing  a  coal  schoorjen     .Tu^t  now^  I 
w*ish  nf>thing  to  disturli  us  at  Edisto*     A  little  later  I  wnll  1h^  able  to 
kei'p  Jiiy  promise  of  relieving  you. 
liespec tf  u  11 V  *  et-e. , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rtvfr-  Adfti  ind. 
Commander  J.  »I.  Almy, 

I  J,  8.  iS,  tSmdk  Offrtd/fu£^  North  Edi^t^^f, 


Chd4r  of  Iitn?*-Adinmt/  Ihi  Pont^  U.  S.  Natnj,  to  Chmmuxnd'er  Beau- 
itumt^  U,  S.  Nftnj/^  e^miffNintiinff  U,  S.  S*  JS^^>a{/o^  to  proceed  t^f  the 
oeeujmttmi  of  the  Nf^rth  KdMto  Rhmr, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  R^yyal  IIarhn\  S.  (\,  March  S\  jsai 
Stk;  You  will  please  get  readv  as  soon  as  you  i-an  and  proceed  with 
the  iV///Y/^/o  under  your  coinniand  to  North  Kdisto  and  rep**rt  to   Com- 
mander Alniy>  soDior  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  occuimtion  of 
those  waters. 
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You  will  lako  on  board  a  inontliV  provisions  for  the  South  CarrA 
and  lii-r  oiuils  and  t^xpress  niatter. 

You  will  f>e  ready  trO  tow  up  a  coal  Hchooner. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

RfUtf-  A iim  iTftL 

Commander  J,  V.  Beaumont, 

r.  X.  *V.  Seb^ffo. 


Order  of  R^ar- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  S.^  ^(^^^i  ^^  Actmg  Lwut* 
iVaftfiOHi/k^  {/,  S,  N(im/^  amunnndin*j  U.  S.  *S'.  MtiiiphiH, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(^t  Boyal  Ifm'1m\  S,  a,  Jlareh  S,  1863, 
Sik:  Am  .'^oon  fi?*  you  are  ready  you  wi!]  proceed  with  t!ie  MemphU 
under  your  coTuuiand  otl  Chai'leston  aiul  reixirt  for  I  blockading  duty  to 
the  senior  otiicer  present,  taking  the  mailj;!  and  express  matter, 
Kespectfull\',  eti-,, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

RfffT-AdmiraL 
Acting  Lieutenant  l\  <t.  Watmough, 

(L  S.  S,  Memjfkh. 


Ord^r  of  Reaj'-Admiml  Du  J*mit^  If,  S,  Wtwy^  to  Co^jtmand^fr  Steeds  \ 
7fuinj  fL  iV,   Afiw^y  amuaajiding    LL    S,    S.   Paul  Jon  en  ^  to  nuike  a 
re*:minfnmance  abavtj  Jacksonville^  St,  tfohns  Rmer^  Floridu, 

F1.AQSHIP  Waba8H, 
Port  Royal  fFarUr,  S.  C,  Alureh  9,  186S, 

Sin:  Enclosed  yon  will  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Dun 
can  relating  to  affairs  in  l!ie  St.  pJohn's  River.     One  of  the  steamers 
which  was  sunk  last  year,  the  AV,  Maryn^  and  a  small  stern -wheel 
tug  are  all  that  I  helieve  to  he  in  the  St,  John's,  hut  in  this  1  may  be 
mistaken. 

Y(ju  will  j)lea,se  proce(Hi  up  the  river  and,  with  the  Nonmch  and 
lIvcoM^  make  a  rcconnoissancc  of  it  above  .lacksonville,  and  as  far  as 
you  may  deem  best. 

Tht^  vessels  of  mv  squadron  when  sent  north  for  repairs  are  not 
returned  to  me.     \ou  will   therefore  make  the  best  disposition  you 
can  of  the  ft>rce  you  have  and  asnume  a  bold  front  in  the  St.  John-s,  o; 
we  shall  be  forced  to  abandon  that  river. 

After  you  have  made  the  reeonnoissance  you  will  send  the  Norwich 
to  Fernandina  to  fill  up  with  coal,  remaining  yourself  in  charge  until 
she  returns.  You  will  tben  proceed  to  St,  Simoirs,  your  original 
station. 

I  enclose  also  a  letter  from  the  commander  of  the  Brnziliera, 
Please  examine  into  this  vonrself,  getting  at  the  fucts,  and  rejiort  to 
me  accordingly.     I  would  send  you  a  precept  for  a  court  of  enquiry, 
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Imt  that  would  di'tuiii   yc»u  too    lon^'"  and   tho  piiblir  sorA'i(M»  will  m>t 
admit  of  it. 

Re8|>ectfuUv,  etc. 

H.  F.  l)r  Pont, 

Rfftr'AdmiTitL 
Coninmfidt^r  C.  Steedman, 

IL  S.  S\  PmdJones^  St.  Sim/m^*f. 


lirjtf^rt  of  Cfjjfimamier  Balck^  U*  S.  Kfmy^  neniar  ojit-rr  In  Stmw  fnUt^ 
regarJing  dt:jieiencles  m  the  cfeim  of  vennel^s  rm  that  Htdthm, 

IT.  S,  Steam  Slcxif  Pa^^-nee, 
Stmio  InlrL  Smith  (Vfrdmu,  Marrh  fK  ISOS. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  rfntjrt  all  quiet  on  this  station,  1  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  forward  from  Lieutenaot-CoummnderH  Qiiaf-keii- 
bush  and  Bac-on  the  dtjficiencioH  in  their  t^rewn.  In  regard  to  the 
defieieney  of  the  PtiwnreJicre'Wy  1  ha\'e  to  wtiite  that  there  is  a  detieioney 
of  8ome  50  men  below  what  she  had  whilst  under  C'aptain  Drayton'^ 
comiiMind.  This  detirienev  1  made  known  to  Couimodore  Stribling 
previous  to  .sailing  from  Hiiladelphia,  but  he  declined  to  till  it,  but 
was  willing  I  should  nifer  the  matter  to  the  Department,  This  I  had 
not  the  time  to  do.  I  shall  l»e  glad  to  furnish  the  doticientnes  if  vou 
will  establish  the  rate  and  number  allowed  to  the  /*(nrfue,  or  I  sliall 
make  it  out  with  reference  to  the  numfier  allowed  before  going  north. 
I  have  the  complement  allowed  by  the  Department,  i\^  understood 
by  Commodore  htri1>ting,  and  I  re.spectfully  ask  for  your  further 
instructions  in  regard  to  this  vessel's  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Oymumnder  and  Svntur  Officer  Prejienf, 

Kear-Ailmiml  S.  K  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C^iithmandhig  South  Atlantu'  lihtckfftihitj  Sguadnm, 


Captnrt'  of  th^  mhtMmet*  Lightntng  hy  the  U.  S,  S.  Bienmll-e^  MmrfA 

9.  ISGS. 

Report  of  B«ftr-Admlnil  Bn  Post,  IT.  8.  Hatj. 

N*>.  18(K]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Efnpil  I[iirbm\  S\  (\.  Marrh  iJ,  JS63. 

8ra:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  the  report 
of  Commander  J.  K.  M.  Myllany,  of  the  Btenrtlle,  detjiiling  the  cir- 
cumstiHi(*es  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Ltghtnhi<^* 

Aftt'r  she  was  lirought  into  this  port  1  ordered  a  suiTey.  The 
report  of  the  l>oard  is  enclosed  {marked  No.  2)^  condemning  the  vessel 
as  unfit  to  go  north,  appraising  her  value  at  ^tK),  and  giving  an  inven- 
tory of  the  cargo.  The  latter  was  transshipped  to  the  Wrk  Manrh^r- 
MOfU  lK>und  to  Fiiladelphia,  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Frank 
IL  Wilkes,  of  the  Bicnmlle, 
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The  gold  referred  to  in  Commander  Mulkny's  report  waa  found  on 
the  pernon  of  C*  Henry,  He  claimed  it  as  his  priv^ate  property,  and 
on  considemtion  I  had  it  returned. 

A  list  of  the  offii*er.s  and  er«w  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Biermif'le  (marked 
No.  3)  i.s  forwarded. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Jimr-Adrn/'mi^  Cornd^j*  South  Atlantic  Blockadlfiif  JSt/uadr^n^l 

H6n<  GiDKON  Wellks, 

Secret{i?y  of  tlie  JVmn/^  Washingtmi^  D,  C\ 


Report  of  Commaiider  Mullaiiy,  IT.  S.  ITavy.  commanding  IT.  8.  8,  Bienville* 

U.  S.  S,   BlENVrCLE, 

Pfrrt  Royal  ffnrht/r,  S.  C  March  9^  1863,  ^ 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  coaling  I  left  this  port 

tO'day  for  Key  West. 

About  3: 30  p.  m.,  lt>  niilefi  tsouth  of  the  light-lx>at  stationed  off  this     j 

Kort,  1  fell  in  with  and  niptonHl  the  schooner  Liijhfniiuj  (supposed  to 
e  English),  having  reustni  to  believe  she  intended'  to  violate  toe  bhx*k- 
ade  of  the  Southern  eoant  instituted  hy  the  authoritias  of  the  Uiiit4?d 
Stat^,y.  I 

On  aecount  of  her  small  burden,  her  being  badly  found  in   ri^gio^H 
and  sails,  and  my  proximity  to  this  port,  1  deemed  it  prudent  to  hrio^^ 
her  in  here,  whore  1  have  iust  arrived,  and  submit  thi*  ease  to  the  rear- 
admiral  eommandiiig  for  his  aetion,  in  pre  fere  nee  to  putting  a  pme 
crew  on  board  and  nuuiing  the  risk  of  sending  her  noiih  at  thin  season 
of  tlie  year. 

The  cirettmstances  under  which  the  capture  was  made  are  these 
When  the  schooner  was  tirst  sii%.n\  she  was  steering  north,  but  sulise 
quently  steered  varicnis  courses  :us  we  approaehed  her,  failing^,  bow 
ever  tf>  show  her  colors,  although  ours  were  hoisted  some  time  be  for 
She  was  boarded  Ijy  an  nfficer  from  this  ship  about  :5:H0  p.  ni.,  w 
aseerbiined  that  she  w^as  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  that 
was  cleaT'ed  for  Beaufort,  N.  C      When  the  master  was  asked  for  hl^ 

Smpers  he  n*plit*d  that  he  had  none,  but  subsequently  produced  an 
English  register  and  tdearance.     The  former  nn'ords  the  schooner 
being  of  10  tons,  although  apparently  nmch  hunger.     The  latter  hii 
recorded  on  it  a  portion  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  colfee,  salt,  and  tin 
There  was  no  regular  manifest  of  the  cargo  nor  crew  list  to  l>e  found* 
The  persons  on  board  were  tive  in  number,  one  of  whom,  ealling 
himself  Booth  bey,  claims  to  lie  the  master.     Another  of  the  party — 
Charles  Heniy  -says  that  he  is  from  C'onneeticut.     On  his  person  was 
found  $:360.25  in  gold,  which  I  directed  the  paymaster  to  take  charge 
of,  but  subsequently  it  was  turned  over  to  Fleet  Paymaster  Cunning 
ham,  in  ol>edience  to  an  order  from  Kear-Admiml  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  i 
receipt  for  the  same  having  been  taken. 

The  proximity  of  the  vessel  to  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  S<juth  Caro- 
lina, the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  the  fact  that  she  was  entirely  out  oJ 
her  course  if  bound  to  Btmufort,  N.  C,  and  that  there  was  no  endon 
nient  on  her  papers  by  our  consul  at  Nas.suj,  New  Providence,  coi 
viuced  me  that  it  was  my  duty  to  seize  hvw 
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After  wo  had  tnkt^n  i>c).s8ossioii  f)f  tln^  pv]zo  the  niastcT'  hoiHti'd  Eng- 
lish i'cjl*M\s,  but  pri^viuusly  had  given  us  a  ivason  fnr  nntdoiag  so  hrfure 
that  the  hulliards  were  out  of  order,  whii-h  was  not  th(»  du^e.     All  the 


I  eitelose  a  cfirreet  list  of  the  oiiieers  and  erew  of  thi8  ^hip,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  eargo,  as  far  as  it  eould  f>e  a-srertiiined.     There  were 


papers  found  on  Iniard  were  trafisiuitted  to  Rear- Admiral  L>u  Pont. 

'  ip 

Tl 
no  other  puhlie  veHsek  in  .night  at  the  time  of  the  eapture. 

Sinee  writing  the  above,  the  ad  mi  nil 'having  determined  to  have  the 
vessel  appraised  here  and  transship  the  eargo  into  anotht^r  vessel  for 
e4jnveyanee  north,  Acting  Ensign  Frank  IL  Wilkes  han  lH:*en  detiiiled 
to  take  eharge  of  it. 

I  shall  sail  for  Key  West  tx)-morrow  morning. 
Very  renpeetnilly,  \^our  obedient  servant, 

J.  U.  M. 


Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

[Similar  report  Ui  l>u  Pont,  same  dat-e.  J 


MULLANY, 


RejHfri  itf'  Vommtitiihr  //mtva/t^  U.  S.  Nfivy^  rrfjnrdlng  the  0(^*ujm(Hm 

of  Jacknmvifilie^  Ftf, 

U,  S.  S.  NoRwini, 

AimiRAL:  I  beg  leave  to  rejxirt  the  arrival  here  of  tht*  tninsjRirts 
from  WiVi  Ro>Hil  on  the  8th  instant,  with  a  foree  of  eoloreil  troops  on 
board,  under  the  eoinmand  of  Cohniel  \T.  \\\\  lligginson. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Kith  instant  I  eon voyen  them  with  this  ves- 
sel  and  the  llnvuH  np  the  river  to  this  plaee,  and  on  (nir  arrival  the 
eommand  of  Colonel  lligginson  was  thrown  (jn  shore  and  quiet  pos- 
sei^sion  taken  of  the  town.  The  two  gunlioats  under  my  eomnuind 
were  plared  in  position  to  rendr'r  any  nssistanee  that  miglit  be  railed  bin 

In  the  afternoon  cd'  that  day  sonn:'  skirmishing  took  plaee  outside  of 
the  town,  iip4>n  whitdi  I  threw  sevemi  shell  in  the  supposed  direction 
of  the  enemy,  whitdi  ver^^  soon  dispersed  them.     Duruig  tln^  next  day 
another  skirmish  took  plaee  with  the  like  re.solt. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedieid  servant, 

J,   M.   l)trKCAN% 

Vmtimuiuhr. 
liear-Admind  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vfmidg.  Simth  Atlmifw  Blm*kadin(j  Sqnadnm,,  fWt  Hffi/al^  /S.  C, 


[TvW%mm,] 

F0RTIKE.SS  MoNROK,  Mt/rrh  lU  1*<^S. 
Steamship  Ericssmi  arrived  Fortr4*ss  Monroe,  Port  Royal  dates  to 
8th  Mareh.  Passengers,  Chief  En^int^er  Stimers.  with  dispiit-^'hes  to 
(iovernment;  Chief  Engineers  Kobie  and  Newt<»n  and  C.  C.  Fulttni,  of 
Anu^riean.  IVIonitor  rf;7/^X/// arrived  P4)rt  Hoyal  5th;  tine  eondition. 
Repairs  to  Mtmtank  completed,  Charleston  papers  say  reliely  on  Ked 
River  have  eaptured  ram  {^uetn  of  the  WeiHt  and  gunboat  Ind/tmmlcL^ 
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GtintKjat  Qtfakrr  City  left  Port  Royal  Sunday  for  Philadelphia- 
Kriatmn  pa*48ed  herorf  Wilmincfton  in  chaise  of  propeller  with  En^IisF' 
fla^  flj'ing;  overhauled  and  boarded  her  and  wa^^i  lying  alon^ide  whej 
last  seen.  Propeller  seemed  to  have  lo.st  one  of  her  masts.  Eng^lisl 
gpteamer  Queen  of  the  Wa^^e^  with  valuable  cargo,  driven  a8hore  i 
mouth  of  North  Santee,  abandoned  hy  erew,  who  e8caped  to  Georg< 
town,  S.  C,  first  attempting  to  blow  her  up,  but  only  slightly  dam- 
aged. GunlKmt  Omtfffinwjh  took  possession  of  her*  capturing  lleuten- 
nnt  and  five  soldiers,  who  came  from  shore.  Admiral  Dq  Pont  ha;*  dis- 
patched  vessels  to  try  and  get  her  off  or  if  not  save  cargo,  consisting 
of  ammunition  and  clothing.  Said  to  be  new  and  magnificent  ves- 
sel. Whole  monitor  fleet  have  returned  frouj  OHsal>aw  and  now  at 
Port  Koyal,  six  in  ruujilier.  Ossal>aw  Sound.  March  5th,  monitoi^ 
J*fmmit\  Put/fjmo^  and  Nahant^  with  three  mortar  schooners,  com- 
mcni-ed  combmed  attiick  on  Fort  McAllister  at  8  oVkx^k  on  Tuesda; 
mnrning.  Cannooadiog  continued  all  day  with  slight  intemiis.sion  am 
mortar  schooners  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  fort  all  night.  On  Wedneeda; 
morning  fight  was  not  renewed.  Commander  Drayton,  senior  officer, 
finding  that  rebels  had  rei>aired  fort  during  night,  ordered  cessation  of 
utta«-k.  It  was  found  impossible,  on  account  of  obstruction  in  river, 
to  get  in  full  range  of  furt.  Que  rebel  gun  was  dismounted  and  shat- 
tei'ed  and  prirtiims  ui  parapets  broken  away,  but  being  unable  to  get 
pist  the  furt  it  was  imi>ossiblo  to  take  it  without  a  cooperating  land 
force.  Beaurogard  was  there.  The  monitors  were  struck  by  scoresi  of 
ball>*.  but  none  of  them  weiv  djimaged,  and  all  proved  impregnable 
ext'f^pt  a  few  holes  through  uppcT  iwrtion  smokestacks.  Not  Ichs  than 
3(H>  shot  and  shell  were  fired.  The  attack  will  not  be  resumed,  having 
been  mostly  intended  for  a  test  of  strength  of  vessels. 

C.  C  FlJLTON 

t'aptain  (t.  V,  Fox. 


Repfrrf  of  E/ar-Adminfl  Ihi-  I\mi^  U,  6\  -flWy,  regarding  the  IT,  S. 

^ckmmer  Arietta, 

No.  125. 1  Flagship  Wabash, 

Sir:    *    ♦    *    Tbi-  mortar  schcmncr  Arhtfn  left  iov  Beaufort,  N.  CL," 

this  morning, 

Verv  respectfullv,  yfiur  obedient  serv^ant, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
Hear'Admindy  (hrndg,  SfndJt  AtJnnttc  Bhtckading  S«iita4lr€ni^ 

Hon.  GiDKoN  Welles, 

Sverettfry  nf  the  Nmyy^  Wtf^hingtmi^  D,  C» 


Letit^  frmn^Rear'AdmiTitl  Du  Pont^  IL  S,  Nmnj^  to  Captain  Oodon^ 
U,   a9.   xYifvt/^  retjdrdimj  h/x  defaehtfumt    frfrtn   the  Soidh   Atlantic 

Flagsiut  Wabash, 
Pf/rl  Rotjifl  J/arUr,  S.  I'.,  March  11^  JSGS, 
Sib:  Enclosed  yim  will  find  a  medicjil  survey  chilled  at  the  reque 
of  Surgeon  Mayo, 
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To  carry  out  the  reotJiiimendation  of  the  medicnl  offi<'ors,  1  hiivir  to 
detach  yon  from  the  command  of  the  P^Nt^hafan,  and  you  will  take 
passatre  for  New  York  in  the  LL  S,  tnins{)0!i  Ant^jo^  w^hieh  leaves 
to-morrow.     Report  hy  letter  to  the  honorable  Seeretiirv  of  the  Navy. 

1  need  hardly  add  how  much  1  regret  the  necessity  w^hicli  impera- 
tively cnmiwln  this  course,  for  I  know  the  zeal  and  determi nation 
which  you  nave  evinced  to  serve  throue;"hont  the  wan  and  this  inniKv 
diately  following  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  coast  cjf  Afriai  cruise. 

I  have  to  thank  vou  for  your  valuable  services  oa  this  station  while 
under  mycomman<l  and  for  many  months;  for  your  ceaselcHs  vigilance 
in  conducting  the  blockade  of  Charleston  as  senior  ofiicer,  a  s<M'vice 
which  few"  understand,  but  which  has  }>een  as  thoroughly  done  as  the 
nuiiil^er  of  ve8sels  covering  it  could  accomplish,  and  at  great  hazard 
of  losing  the  ships.  In  this  arduous  work,  w^ith  the  long  services 
which  preceded  it,  you  have  lost  your  health,  hut  I  trust  that  the  rest 
jou  have  so  fairly  and  hononilily  earned  will  restore  it  and  you  to 
active  service. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  leter  to  the  Department. 
Kespectfufly,  etc., 

8,  F.  Du  Pont, 

limr-Ailffi/rnL 

Captain  S.  W,  Godon, 

U.  S.  S\  Pim^htititii,  Pfrri  Ht/yaL 


RejHrrt  of  Admg  Vohmle<^r  IJtrHUmijii  WesU  f^  S.  Nany^  of  the  ttail^ 
ing  from  A'^tw  l^f^rk  tf  the  fL  S,  S^  Mamuchiu^ettH* 

U*  S,  S.  Massachusktth, 
Sandy  Ilookj  3farch  11^  IHU-^ — Jfp,  m. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  depirture  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Mmm- 
rhihsttiH  for  the  South  Atlantic  lilockading  Squadron. 
Enclosed  |)lease  tind  list  of  jmssengers. 

Verv  resiKictfully,  vour  obedient  ser\^ant, 

W.  H.  \Ve8t, 
Aeh'mj  Vfdunteer  Lieutenant^  Cmndg.  U,  S.  S,  MamuchuitettH. 

Hon,  (tidkon  Welleb, 

Seeretan/  of  the  Nmyy. 


Remrt  of  Cmnmmitlet'  Frailey^  LL  S.  Mmy.  o&mmanding  U,  S,  S* 
t^uid'er  Vity,  if  the  nrrhm  of  thai  veasel  at  New  }%r/\  hnmng 
nfptifnd  the  BritiHh  steamer  Dmiro  en  route  fnmi  l*fni  Rogal^  S,  61 

U,  S.  8.  Quaker  C*itt, 
Nmnf  Yard.  Ne}f}  York\  Mareh  7^,  ISGS. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  repoii:  the  arrival  of  this  steamer  under 
my  eonunand  off  this  yard,  four  days  from  Port  RoyaL  S.  C.,  under 
instructions  from  Kear-Admiral  8.  F.  Du  Pont  to  proceed  noith,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  'W/'  On  the  same  day, 
March  8,  I  comnmnieated  with  the  comnmuding  officer  otf  Charleston, 
S*  C,  and  thence  continued  on  toward  lieaufort,  N.  C,  to  land  Cap- 
tain Howell,  aid  to  Oenend  H.  M.  Naglee,  **if  feasible,  Imt  without 
iin  necessary  delay . "" 
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(h\  reaching  tli<*  vicinity  of  that  iMjrt  I  found  a  deDfte  fog  prevailing, 
which  continued  for  sixti^en  hours.  During  tlio  timo  I  remauiSl 
cruising  off  and  on,  at  the  expiration  of  which  I  deemed  it  prudent  to 
proceed  on  my  course  north*  having  l>ut  n  limited  supply  of  coal  and 
provisions  on  board,  and  hi'ingiiig  Captain  Howell  to  this  city,  which 
decision  1  trust  may  meet  your  appro vaK 

Prey  ions  to  my  de^mrture  from  Fort  Royal  1  received  on  board  a 
largi*  number  uf  invalids  for  transfer  to  the  nava!  hospital,  besides  7 
Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  ii  nuodx^r  of  men  from  vessels  of  the 
squadron  whose  temis  of  service  had  expired  and  to  be  dii*charged,  7 
prisoners,  otfieers  and  crew^  of  the  prize  schooner  Glids^  et<j,,  lists  of 
all  of  which  are  also  amiexed,  umrked  '"B."' 

I  have  also  on  board  the  body  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  H,  Pile, 
late  of  the  l\  S,  irunbnat  Panl  Jtrnt'^^  and  subject  to  the  order  of 
Charles  IsL  Pile,  liiiludelphia. 

I  am  gratitied  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant,  in  latitude  33 
35'  N.,  longitude  77  <Jr  \\^.,  1  had  the  gtxxl  fortune  to  capture  the 
English  iron  screw  steamer  Ih.mro^  of  Liverpool,  which  had  sailed 
from  Wilmington,  N.  C,  the  night  preyiously,  and  having  on  lx>ard 
a  cat*go  of  upward  of  420  liales  of  cotton,  bound  to  Nassau,  New^ 
Providence.  This  steamer  was  disc^overed  about  *]:  30  a.  m.  of  the 
9th,  standing  to  the  southw^ard.  I  immediately  gave  chase,  causing 
lier  to  alter  her  course  to  the  northeast  and  making  every  effort  to 
escapi'.  At  noon  she  was,  however,  in  our  possession,  when  a  prize 
crew  of  :i3  mi^n  was  sent  on  Iwiard,  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
1\  F.  De  Luce,  assisted  by  Acting  Alaster's  Mates  George  C,  Sanborn 
and  E.  W.  Hale,  also  Aeting  Assiistant  Engineers  William  Crpig  and 
James  Barnes  and  Henry  Waukliu,  with  orders  to  Mr.  l>e  Luce  to 
proceed  with  the  prize  to  New  York.  To  insnre  her  safety,  I  deemed 
it  noces^sary  to  remove  her  master,  s4*eond  officer,  seeoml  engineer,  and 
fwo  passengers,  as  also  IB  of  her  crew^  to  this  vesset  A  list  of  their 
names  also  aceonii»anies  this*  letter. 

The  prize  steamer  is  in  sighL  following  this  vessel  up  the  bay. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olxsdient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Fiiailey, 

Horn  (iiD?:oN  Welles, 

8e4yret(iryoffheNnvy\^  WmMngtim,  I).  C, 

[Knclomire.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Emjal  Harha}\  Mtm-h  7,  ISBS. 

iSmr  Your  vessel  having  been  by  survey  condemned  and  new  boilers 
awaiting  your  ari'ival  north,  you  will  proceed  with  the  Qunktr  City  to 
New  Ycu'k  {iriil  repoit  to  Kcar-Admini!  H.  Paulding,  commandant  of 
the  yard,  in  person  and  through  him  to  the  Department  by  letter. 

You  will  ]j|ease  receive  Brigadier-Cieneral  Naglee  on  Ixjard,  calling 
off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  to  enable  him  to  comujunicate  if  it  be  feasible, 
through  pilot  or  otherwise,  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  accompanying  letter  for  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  refers  to  two 
|M»i*sons  whom  you  are  taking  north,  viz,  William  Perry  and  (xeorge 
A.  LiH'c,  lN)th  of  whom  are  Charleston  and  Savannah  pilots.  I  have 
re(| nested  Admiral  l*aulding  U>  transfer  them  to  the  receiving  ship 
until  the  pleasiu*e  of  the  Depjirtnient  is  known. 
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The  two  |)ri.soncrs  from  th*_*  Omenmftfjh^  Danit'l  Wilsfm  niid  Joseph 
(JrilxjuU  are  to  ho  diy charged  from  the  service  \n  dls^ruee* 
Be«peetfuUy,  etc.,  your  oljedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Font, 
Rear'Adm/iral^  Comdy.  JSouth  Atl4intw  Blockadintj  Siptadrt^h. 

Comiimnder  J.  M.  Fil4iley, 

U,  S.  S>  Quaker  City\  Port  Ruyal^  S,  V, 


Order  of  limr-Admirfil  Iht  Ptmi,  U*  S.  iVr/w/,  i^t  LuniUmmil' (hm- 
mander  Williams^  U*  S*  Nant/^  etmmL4inding  IL  S.  S>  Jhwhukui. 

FLAtuSIMF    WaHASH, 

Port  Roijid  Ilirrhur.  S,   (\,  Man-h  l:i,  ISm. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proeeed  with  the  Powhafttu  under  your  eom- 
maivd  otr  Charleston  and  report   for  lilockadiu^''  duty  to  Captain  T. 
Turner,  .senior  ottirer  present. 
Respectfully*  etc. , 

8.  F.  Df  Pont, 

Rtitr-Adm  Init. 
Lieutenant'Cotuinan<ler  E.  P.  Wili.iams, 

IL  S\  S\  /*om/mt4jn. 


Order  of  Rear-Adm!r(il  Dfi  IhiU^  U*  S,  Nam^  to  the  aetimr  q^er  off 
Pharfe^tmi^  S.  ^1,  to  close  in  th*  hhvkade, 

Flacjshu*  Wabash, 
Pari  Royal  Ihrh^r,  S.  i\,  Mtmh  IS,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  have  to  recjuerit  that  the  Idockadin^  line  he  eloned  in  a  little 
more — where  it  has  generally  heeiu  If  additional  spai-e  l>e  required 
for  the  heavj'  vessels  to  maneuver,  in  case  the  rauis  coiue  out,  it  is  the 
more  necessary  that  the  chaiiiiels  nhtndd  [)e  hitter  covered  l>y  thf^ 
smaller  ones,  which  can  slip  and  run  out  with  the  iTiformation  of  their 
approach  while  w-atchin^r  the  bhx^kade  ruruurrs. 

If  the  latter  once  j^et  inside  of  a  line  that  is  well  out,  they  have  it 
all  their  own  way  In  tindinjr  tlie  rhannfds  and  rrossincf  the  liars, 
whereas  when  the  vessels  are  closer  in,  even  if  the  runners  evtide 
them,  they  often  get  on  shore  and  are  lost,  fearing  to  l*e  reached  by 
ahot  or  shell, 

Re^speetfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rtxir-AdmiraL 
Captain  T.  Turner, 

U.  S.  S,  Ni^m  IrouMdi^s^  off  Charle^tim, 

P.  S, — Please  direct  the  Mamackiiselts  to  call  otf  Stono  and  North 
Edisto,  If  at  night,  order  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H*  West 
to  make  signal. 

Itespectfidly,  etc., 

8.  F.  IJl   Pont, 

Rmr'AdmiraU 
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L*'Ut'f'  frtntt  Od4mfl  Barttm^  U,  S.  Antiy^  U}  Lieutenant' d 44 mt^l 
Savannah^  Ga* 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces  on  the  Savannah  Riveb, 

Fort  Pulmki,  Ga.,  March  13,  1S6S. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  I  forward  herewith 
to  Defmrtnient   heaflqiuirterH   three    deserter.s  from   the  vicinity  of 
Sttvannjih,  wlio  came  to  this  p*_>Ht  yesterday. 

The  fullowinj^  is  a  brief  .summary  of  the  information  they  bring, 
which  I  state  in  ^rder  that  you  may  eonipare  it  with  the  statements 
they  may  hereafter  make: 

The  AtlmUfi  (rajn)  is  lyinj?  mine  half  rf^ile  from  tlie  Gmrgia,  and  nearer  Fort  Jack- 
»iri.  A  thinl  ironciad  is  wi  far  i^oiiipleted  as  to  tie  rt^dy  for  her  armaQient,  and  one 
or  two  more  ar*?  coriSLinenced,  A  larj^e  i-arthwork  is  in  prcK-e^is  of  erection  near  Ciiu»- 
tori'H  Bhiff,  which  Bemiregarf!  promHiiut'H  the  key  to  i\w  (Kxssession  of  thedty.  But 
8C!Vt*rj  gmiH  are  a^  yet  rrjoii»itt?4l  on  it.  It  in  [>n>] wised  Jo  nioimt  twenty-«?ven  Xa*  iliirty, 
A  new  line  of  otMnictions  m  ali?o  cominenceil.  (treat  feiir  ib  felt  that  the  city  will  be 
attacked  and  taken.  The  troops  wddrli  were  masKnl  there  dnring  theuttaclL  on  Fort 
MeAilij^ter  Imve  hH^en  sent  to  Charleston  aiifl  North  Carolina. 

1  would  mention  the  man  James  Bowen  vlh  the  most  inteUig-ent  of 
the  thre<\ 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  eolonel,  with  ^'reat  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Wii^LiAM  B,  Barton, 
CoUmel  Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers^  tbmmundlng  J\^t^ 

Lieutenant  CV)lonel  Chas.  G.  Halpi^je, 

Amistant  Adjutant- Otmertd,  Tetith  Army  Corj^s. 

[EndorKMnt'iit.J 

Heai>quarterh  Depart»ient  of  the  South, 

liUtfm  Head,  S\  a,  March  13,  186S. 
Kc8pe(^tlully  forwarded  to  Captain  C,  R.  P.  Rodger.s,  U,  S.  Navy, 
fleet  eaotain  South  Atlantie  Bkx-kuding  Stjuadron,  for  his  informa- 
tion. The  deserters  within  referred  to  are  now  heiii^  examined  by 
the  provo^t-nmrshal-general^  and  a  eopy  of  any  furtiier  jstateinen^ 
they  muv  make  will  Iw  .sent. 
Very  obediently. 

Chas,  G,  Halpine, 
Amutanl  Afijutsut- General^  Tenth  Arna/  Carjm. 


Lt4ier  frfmi  Maji/r- General  Jlunter^  U,  S,  Army^^  to  Rear- Ad  mi  ml 
Dft  Poii^  U,  S.  N(my^  traimniittiny  copy  of  spe€i(d  ordtr  e^einjUin^ 
certain  n£groesfrom  drafting. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hiltim  Head,  8\  C\,  March  13^  18GS, 
Admirat.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter, datt^d  the  11th  iiiHtiint,  relative  to  the  exemption  from  drafting  of 
c^ertain  negroe^s  who  are  employed  in  the  buisines.s  of  supplying  fresh 
meat  to  the  Navy,  and  in  reply  em^loHe  to  you  hei^ewith  copy  of  an 
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order  nxrniptiii*^  tin'   in^^n^os  nniiied    frciin   Hit'  |irnvisi<nis  <if  (if»m*nU 
Orders,  No.  17.  rinn'iit  Heri**H,  froiii  thr.se  heiictqiiurters. 

T  have  the  ht)iior  to  be,  udmii'al,  with  veiy  aiucere  e»teoni,  your  most 
olK>dieiit  nervant, 

IX    HUNTKI4< 

Major-  GtniTfiL 
Admiral  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vow dg.  South  AlJunf/r  lUorkinUntj  Sfjuatirffft.  KhujHkip  WahuJih 

JKochwiiro.] 
Sl^KCIAL    OkDEUS,   I  HDgK8.    r)EPAUTMP:NT   ( >F   THE    StJUTH, 

No.  141.  f  HlUtm  J  lead,  S.  r'.,  J/r/rrA  tS,  1H6S. 

The  following  men  of  eolor,  Ttniy  Motf*herit\  JarntJiry  Small, 
Thomas  Trickland,  Robert  Kobiiison,  and  Daniel  Jenkins,  bein*r  aow 
in  the  emplo}'  of  John  Pitts,  en^jaged  in  the  work  of  furnishiny  fre^h 
meat  Ur  the  Navy,  are  hereby  exempted  from  the  dmft  inovided  for  in 
Geiiei'al  Orders,  No.  17,  current  scries,  from  these  headquarters,  and 
ishall  not  be  disturbed. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter: 

Chaiclk^  G.  Halptne, 
A»Bt.  Adjutant*  Gerieral^  Tenth  Arm t/  Corjm^  and  Ih pt.  nftlu:  Smith, 

Admiml  Du  Pont, 

Comm (indin (j  Sout h  A t hi n t hi  lilmikn din *j  Sq uudnm . 


Onhr  iff  the  At'tlng   Seeretart/  of  the  Ntwy  to  Commander  liryson^ 
IL  S*  Navy,  mmmandmt/  l),  S,  S.   Ch!j>petra,  to  ^ 


the  South  Afhuitic  Sguailrofu 


^  proceed  t^f  duty  in 


Navv  Depaktment,  March  iJf.,  J86S, 
Sik:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter*  of  the  7th  ultimo, 
reporting  the  escai>e  of  the  Satfitrr  from  (iibraltar. 

On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  proceed  with  the  Chippewa  to  Port 
Royal,  S*  C,  and  rejxjrt  to  Kt^ar-Admind  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the 
South  Atlantic  Blot*kading  Squad roo.  On  the  way  to  Port  Royal  p^iss 
through  the  WeM  Indies. 

1  am,  respectfullv,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Seeretary  of  tht-  Navy* 
Commander  A.  Bryson, 

Conimanding  IK  S*  G^inhtHtt  Chippeam,  Afgtciras^  Spain. 


Ufi^o0eial  letter  fm/n  Rair- Admiral  Da  Pont^  IL  S\  Navy,  to  Captain 
7t/rner^  regarding  ifte  inHaJfieieut  nurnhcr  of  vcmd4<  mi  the  hloekading 
staimns, 

Wabasu, 
Port  Royals  S.  G,  March  U,  1S63, 
My  Dear  Turner:  I  have  your  note.     It  maken  it  hazardous  to 
w^ithdraw  the  Unadillii  from  the  Stono,  for  with  the  Is4tac  Satilh  now, 

*Bet?  Seriei^  I,  volume  2,  pa^  74, 
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in   uddition   to  tin-   lwt>  ircmchtdM,  two  vessels  will  In'  Imrdly  fMiougM 
there.     Still,  the  ////-//  troes  oH  at  daylig^ht  with  orders  for  her  to  join 

JUIL 

()Tie  nmtter  I  want  you  to  iinderstnnd:  Every  other  station  on  ihiB 
line  ijf  roast  is  kejjt  to  the  very  lowest  tijjfure  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
('hurh)stoii  blockading  force,  and  the  (Commanding  oftieers  at  all  those 
i>ninls  are  writing  me  for  more  ves^jels  or  infctrming  me  that  tliej  are 
helpless  from  hrokeii  engines. 

\  on  have  at  this  mnjnent  eleven  steamers  and  two  sailing  vessels  off 
Chuiiestoii,  The  difference  of  draft  is  very  little  between  toe  UnadiUa 
and  the  IIf/rt*fi  wnd  Wk's^ihicl'fm. 

If  w(^  had  twenty -four  vr\ssels  otf  (.'harkiston  instead  of  twelve  or 
thiiteeii  the  roniiing  in  and  out  would  he  reduced  one-half,  and  if  wc 
could  nuister  thirty-six  it  would  ahont  close  up  the  port,  except  of  a 
foggy  night.  This  is  what  the  Navy  Department  and  the  people  at 
home  do  not  understand. 

But  for  all  this  we  must  not  fail  to  do  w^hat  we  i*an.  and  the  ships 
must  he  drawn  closer  in. 

My  s*]intdron  is  regularly  diminishing,  and  I  have  written  and 
imidoreci  for  more  vessels,  hut  they  do  not  come. 

The  St,  John's  is  threatened;  North  Edisto  likewise. 

The  only  excuse  for  a  paymaster  to  come  to  Port  Royal  is  that  he 
attends  to  his  accounts  and  receipts,     Mr,  Knsi^cll  went  away  w^ithout 
giving  the  latter,  and  the  paymai^ter  of  the  Povj/uitan  did  the  same. 
Yours,  trulv, 

S.  F.  D,  P. 

Captain  T,  Turner, 

IL  S,  S.  New  Irmmides^  tfff  Charh:Htmi^  S.  C, 


(hder  *if  Rtar-Ailniirol  Ih/  Ihnt^  CI  S,  Nmyy^  Ut  Cmnmmid^rr  Bal^^h^ 
U.  S.  i¥*irf/^  a h nininein4j  tfw  fnltftdrawfd  of  tJif  U,  S*  H.   UnadiUa 

from  StoiiAj  InleL 

Flagship  Wabash, 

P^jrt  Ruijnl  JhirhfT,  S.  (\.  J/arr/t  U,  ISCS, 
Htr:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  feel  obliged  to  withdraw  the  Unadilin 
from  your  force  for  a  few  days.     Please  send  her  to  laptain  Turner 
for  the  hlockade  of  Charleston,  where  more  vessels  are  much  needed. 

Your  commutiications  have  heen  duly  reeeived  nntlare  always  inter- 
esting. I  will  acknowlctlge  theui  indue  form  when  I  ank  let^.s  pressed. 
^Vrite  always  when  you  ean^  as  your  comumnications  are  always 
a[>[>reciated* 

Uespcct fully,  etc», 

S.  F.  Pr  Pont, 

Rai  r-A  dm  irai* 
<  'i>iiunnnder  (x,  B.  Balciu 

L\  A^.  SI  J'amnee,  Senior  O^icer^  Skma, 
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Letter  fnmi  t/w  Aetinif  Seerttan/  of  tJw  lYftnt^  lo  Rtnt-A^ifiuriti  Ihi 
I^mt^  IL  S,  liwey^  forwanltnij  oimsuliir  mformuiUm  nynrdlng 
blockade  nmnevi<, 

Navi'  Department,  Mar*'/*  U.  hS6S, 
Sir;  I  transinit  lnii'tnvith  extnu-tM  from  t'oiisular  ilinpiitches  in  rrt'er- 
ence  to  vesneLs  suspt^fti^cl  of  hmny^  eniployetl   in  tho  interest  i>f  the 
rebek. 

I  tiiiu  resijei'tfiiliv,  eti*., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Atjtimf  Secretiiry  off/w  .Vfi/ry. 
Rear*AdQiiial  Saml,  ¥.  Dl    I^jnt, 

Coj/uii/.  Sf/utA  Ati4iniic  Bloekadintj  Sf/umlrtm^  Pf/rt  Royat^  S*  V. 

[Enclocnirc.) 
Kit r*ici^ Jnun  r v/yurw k i r  i / {jtf>fiirh rx. 

Liv^ei'pool,  February  14:  Tht*  steamer  fJ t7jr(tif-fi/\  late  \nnitp  StfwftT, 
arrived  here  last  ni|,»-lit  from  (xiliraltar. 

A  steamer  railed  the  C.Ttfr  eloared  from  this  port  jestenluy  fur  AH- 
eante;  Stoddard  *S!:  Bhj*  are  her  eotisi^nees;  Captain  T.  Luwsoii  ^'oiu- 
maacls  her;  715  Urns  Inirdt^n,  and  a  very  snspieiouf^  eraft.  This 
steamer  waw  hnilt  at  tl)e  same  yard  and  at  the  same  time  the  Brrf/nfda 
wai*  built,  and  at  that  time  was  regarded  a.s  a  mster  ship  to  the 
Ben  a  uikt. 

The  Jfinntt  cleared  lUh  February  fur  Nassita.  Among  the  articles 
of  her  manifest  are  over  lOO^(KH)  pairs  h<K>ts  and  shoes,  ^7,457  ditto 
gaiters,  large  immher  of  l)lankets.  army  cloth,  woolea  and  cotton 
mjods  in  large  i[uantities»  medicines,  hardware,  brandies,  tean,  etc. 
Valuable  cargo. 

The  Ikflp/tiii  elt^ured  same  day  for  Nassau,  with  assorted  rargo. 
Among  the  entries  on  manifest  are  7  cases  enth^'v,  7  cases  swords,  7 
ea^es  ritles,  H5  ditt<K 

Falmouth,  Fcf^ruarv  14,  bs68:  The  /htljfhi/t  (side-whf*el  steamer) 
aiTived  hist  evening;  Kustiee,  master,  I  liuve  l>een  inforna^dori  good 
autliority  that  the  captain  states  openly  that  his  object  is  to  run  the 
blockade,  in  whi*'h  lie  has  sueceecfed  before.  Has  two  nnt^ls  without 
yards;  one  funnel,  ntther  long  and  painted  white;  hull  blark;  has 
scarcely  any  liowsprit.  [Keports  lic*r  dcpi 
Febniary  15.] 

Liverpool,  February  17,  1868:  The  steel  »hin  Ban^fitu^  80  often 
n^ferrecf  to  in  this  correspondenee,  built  for  E.  Law^rence  lSc  Co.  as  a 
dispatch  boat  to  run  the  blot  kade,  entered  yesterday  at  the  customs  to 
load  for  Nassau  via  Madeira,  There  is  no  doulit  alMiut  the  ehamct^r 
or  dcstiiaition  of  this  vessel.  She  is  210  tons  burden  and  has  great 
8i>eed. 

The  steamer  Smnfer^  now  called  the  ijihrftUaj\  is  in  the  river  oppo- 
site Liverpfjol.  I  undi'rstand  her  object  in  coming  is  to  repair — to  put 
in  new^  boders  and  nnn^hinery. 

The  balk  lHt(t^  referred  to  in  previous  dispat^^hes,  sailed  on  Satur- 
day last.  She  cleared  forTanipico  and  Miitamorsis,  I  understand  8he 
is  to  run  into  some  one  of  the  blockaded  ports  if  she  <^an, 

I  am  informi'd  that  Fasvcett.  Prestou  t^c  Co.  are  making  three  murine 
engines  for  gunboats  that  are  to  be  ^shipped  from  Liverix>ol  to  Nasi^aii, 
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|NVw  ProvK^ffM^J.  airid  fnmi  tbeoce  into  Charie»4on.  They  are  also 
umk\u)i  t\utU*  a  nuifiUfr  of  t^nwpn  for  the  in#*urg«fiit/?  in  our  c-ountiy. 

\A\'i*r\ftHf\.  y*thnmry  'l\ :  'Oie  nU^amer  BanMh*^^  eleared  from  this  port 
on  xSli*,  JT/th  inidianl  for  Na^Mttu  %'iii  Madeira  and  8ailed  on  same  day. 
Khi'.  IM  ntifiprU'A  sv^  cK«aring  in  ^laliai^  Thij*  ve»?5el  has  been  built  for 
iiw  HipuiU  and  Ijk  Umnd  for  (JharleKton. 

TJk'.  My  Knuiij  St.  Puftre^  now  c^alled  the  Anna  IhUn^  cleared  on 
17Ui  for  ( Jilnitta,  (^>wn<5d  hy  Frai^r,  Trenholm  &  Co.  I  am  told  ii$ 
\HfiiU(\  for  NttMHaii;  have  no  [XiHitive  information  on  the  subject 

'Hkj  nU^uwr  sStfrminun^  on  the  llH.h  instant,  entered  to  load  for  Nas- 
mxi.  Her  <'^>nHipjiN5  in  H.  Jjafone,  one  of  the  Southern  agents  here. 
Hhe>  ii4  Miiid  to  \h\  a  HHiall  nteamer;  I  am  inclined  to  bebeve  an  old 
HUeanier  with  a  new  name.  Never  heard  of  her  till  she  was  entered  to 
\inu\\  will  liml  out  more  aliout  hen 

The  nhio  MnnhjonNru^  iA  725  tons  burden,  was  entered  yesterday  to 
loii/1  for  NiiMsau  by  M.  Ci.  Klingendcr  &  Co.,  the  concern  used  by 
KriiMer,  Trenholm  '&.Vau 

KncloK<»d  find  description  of  the  schooner  Spirit  of  the  Wind. 
Helon^H  to  Frawir,  Trenholm  &  Co.  Ran  blockade  at  Charleston 
and  <'ume  to  this  [K>rt  some  months  aeo.  On  the  13th  was  entered  to 
load  for  Havana  by  W.  liobinson.  W.  J.  Eldredge  is  her  captain. 
Hhe  is  taking  on  a  large  numlM3r  of  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot  and 
Hhell,  She  will  sail  from  herewith  the  intention  of  running  the  block- 
ades Topsail  yard  schooncjr,  140  tons,  hull  painted  black,  round  stern, 
low  poop  de<'k,  iron  rail  around  quarter-deck,  full  female.     *     *     ♦ 

Ht4\am(M'  Ihinnhre:  Arrival  ropoi*tod  at  Queenstown  February  25; 
(U^Neritx^d  lu*  follows:  Paddle-wheel  steamer;  Captain  Steele;  200  tons 
r(^glHt4)r.     V(u\y  low  and  painted  black,  with  rea  bottom.     Has  three 

I)ort^  on  side  abaft  wheelhouse,  but  is  not  intended  to  carry  guns. 
liiH  lH»ilor-iroii  tojigallaiit  forecastle  for  about  20  feet  forward.  Steers 
with  a  whool  abart.  Boats  carried  on  deck  and  painted  white.  Evi- 
dently built  on  the  same  mold  as  the  Nvptune^n^  is  the  same  rig,  with 
nmeh  more  rako  to  her  mast^  and  pipes;  two  funnels,  one  forward,  the 
otluM'  abaft  of  wheolhousos.  Reported  to  steam  18  knots  on  a  smooth 
HiMi*     Draft  lo  fiM^t  loaded  and  coaled.     Two  masts. 

SteanuM'  (ii^mjiamt:  Consul  at  Tonoriffe  writes  13th  February,  1863: 
Knglish  sciH^w  steamer  (Jtfontjiana^  Captain  A.  B.  Davidson,  left  this 
|H>rt  yt^sterday  for  Nassiui.  *  *  *  From  her  appearance  and  the 
oiiHMnnstantM*  of  her  otKcers  wearing  gold  lace  on  their  caps,  coupled 
with  tho  iU\Moription  of  her  in  the  London  American  of  January  28,  I 
ft>ar  that  she  is  an  armixl  vossi>U  intended  for  a  cniiser  against  our 
nuMvlmntnuMK  Powerful  screw  steamer  of  407  tons  and  150  hoi-se- 
|H»wtM\  two  mast.'i^  with  yaixls  on  l)oth,  one  stack  ahead,  with  lK>wsprit 
and  jiblHH^nu  j>junt<Hi  black:  smokestack  also  black:  evidently  a  very 
w*4wifi  vossoK 

t\>nsul  at  Nassau  writes  February  2^7,  1863:  The  steam  brig  Bri- 
Ai^Mitf  arrivtHl  hoiv  this  afternoon  from  Loudon.  She  is  a  side-wheel 
ux^n  vtvsseU  verv  fast^  and  I  presiune  is  the  tender  to  the  Af^ihama^ 
uiuiuh)  in  late  blnglish  i^pors  as  having  sailed  to  meet  her  pirate  con- 
v^^rl.  Als\>  arrivtnl  the  brig-riggi^  iron  propeller  <rc»w*<iw<i,  another 
tHM^feilerate  to  the  pirate  AliHkvna.  Also  the  iron  hne^-rigged  pro- 
I^^Hor  fi\rfrti»/r,  Tne^o  ve«5«^ls  all  came  in  within  an  hour  of  each 
\4her  and  anolH^roil  in  this  harbor.  They  are  a  formidable  additioo  to 
thc'  rebel  floet. 
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Sfceamer  Buhnniit:  Con^uJ  iit  Ltmdon,  Fcbrimrv  24,  writes  that 
the  Hteiiiiier  BaAanHt  cleared  and  Hailed  on  the  ^Int  P>}»riiiLrv  in  lial- 
last,  with  a  crew  of  thirty-four  men,  double  the  nuiiiher  required  for 
workiuf,^  the  ve.ssel.  Her  elea ranee  wa.s  for  Hongkong,  but  I  under- 
Htand  she  g<K^  to  meet  the  Alfffmma*  Cunard,  Wilson  Si  Co.,  the 
ijame  hou^o  that  cleared  her  before,  cleared  her  this  time*  Her  nip- 
tain  i.s  W.  Rowe.  She  is  bound  on  miachief  and  ."^hould  he  captured 
wherever  found. 

Tlie  isteainer  iVfj^rseumny  mentioned  in  last  dispatch  as  having  eh^4ired 
to  load  for  Nussan,  is  a  small  vessel  of  49  tons  burden.  She  is  t^*  be 
coimininded  by  Pat  Rooney,  who  has  been  in  sevenil  vessels  tlnit  liave 
run  the  blockade.  She  has  three  nnists  and  is  si/hooner- ringed.  Wilt 
dniw  9  feet  when  loaded,  I  am  told  she  is  preparing  for  sea  and  that 
she  has  taken  a  *]uantity  of  arms,  shot,  etc. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  schooner  B*(tntifnl  Sta/\  which  cleared 
from  here  on  the  li^th  of  January  ftir  Snn  Frant^isco,  intends  to  run 
the  blockade  if  she  can.     British  \essc!  <d'   VM}  tons  burden. 


R^jfort  of  Riirr'A^nijnd  Ihi  Pmtt^  U.  S.  Nttiuj^  (tf  f/t*j  arriiyil  at  Port 
R^jytd^  S\  C,  oftJiG  U,  S.  iTvndml  Nantucket. 

No.  132.J  Flagship  Wabash. 

Port  R^yal  Ilarhrr,  S\  i\,  Man/i  15,  186S. 
Sik:   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  tbe  DepuTtment  of  tbe  safe  arrival 
this  nifirning  fif  the  ironckfl  Nittdmivt^  in  low  of  tbe  plnrifM. 

Commander  Bankhead,  in  obedience  Uy  his  oniers,  will  return  inuue- 
diatety  to  Hampton  Roads.     She  needs  twelve  hours  to  repair. 
Verv  respeetfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rfifr-Adt/finfl^  Omidrj.  Soui/i  Atimitw  BifK'kadiiuj  Sfjua4rott, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 


Report  of  Rear- Ad  If  I  md  Du  Pont,,  li  S,  Nm^y^  rt^/ardimj  tfvc  diyy^Hi- 
tiofi  oj^thtj  ves^eln  of  his  commafu/. 

No.  13^. J  Flaoshii*  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  Harhyr,  S.  C,  March  16,  1S6J, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  following 
positions  on  blockiule  of  the  vessels  of  this  s<|midron: 

At  Georgetown,  U.  S.  S.  SSago* 

BulFs  Bay,  U.  S,  S.  Lodona. 

Charleston,  IT.  S.  steamers  Neif?  frmmd*^^  Pofcludan,  Vananditifjaa^ 
JIoimU(niH\  J*7n(jy  Angiista^  Iluron^y  Unudtilu^  WiM^ahit'kon,  Mcrnjdtis^ 
Stettin^  and  schooners  O*  W.  Blunt  and  America. 

StoDO,  U.  S.  steamers  Pa^miee  and  OmuHodf/re  ifclhtnouqh. 

North  Edisto,  U.  S.  steamers  SoHth  Oaroliim  and  Flarimeau;  mor- 
tar sjcbooners  Para^  t\  P,  Williams^  and  Norfolk  Packet. 
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St  Heleoa^  U.  S.  bark  Kin^i^her. 
'  Wassaw,  U,  S.  S.  MarhUmid, 

OsHJiljaw,  l^.  S,  8teamtTs  Seneca  and  Dmtm, 

Giiardiii|]^  SL  C/athenne'*s,  Sapeio,  l)ol>oy,  and  St  Simon'H,  U*  S.^ 
steamers   Pant  Jouts^   Keyst^ms   State,   Pbtontska^    Wani^uttaf    barkj< 
Smzilii^ra  and  I'Vrfiandina. 

St.  Andrew's,  U.  S.  hark  MidnHjhL 

Fornandina,  U,  vS.  S.  Mohmrl\ 

St.  John's  Kiver,  U.  S.  ^steamers  Nonnich  and  Un^xis. 

In  Port  Ro^^al,  flagship  Wftha^h;  storenhips  V€'rmoHtm\A  Vidparat 
undergoing'-  nipairs  and  taking  in  provisions,  U.  S.  steanjers  J\t^m!^^ 
Weekawhn^  Ahmtauk^  Patapi^co^   Nafduckef,,  Nakant^  VatHkUi^  Jmn** 
Adger^  Mad4jit\  and  Vonemaugh ;    tngs   Iktjfodll^    Chlumbme^   Pettitl 
Rmcni\  and  DmuMion,     The  IT,  S,  schooner  Ilape  is  used  a.s  a  dis^ 
patch  boat. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.    1>L     l*ONT, 

Jimr-Admirfd^  (amd/j.  Smith  Atlantic  Bltmkadtng  S*juad^<m. 

Hon*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret tiri/  (if  the  iV^a  iry,  M^sfunf/ttt/i ,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Rear- Admind  I)a  Pont^  U,  S.  Navy,  reyarding  the  mt^ 
gionfrom  duty  of  certain  officers  for  vimalimi  of  orders. 

No.  134,]  Ft.aosh!i*  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  IIarhof\  S.  A,  3hrtdi  lo,  1S6S, 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  the  De^)artnient  that  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  suspend  from  duty  Assistant  Paymasttir  G.  W.  Reainan,  of 
the  Sentxn^  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  A.  W.  Kelsey,  of  the 
Wf^mkielrm.  for  viohitmg  my  General  Order  No,  8,  that  of  the  Navy 
Department  dated  April  22,  iSf>2,  and  the  third  clause  of  the  De|3art-  ^ 
ment's  order  of  December  12,  186iJ. 

These  gentlemen  plead  ignorance  and  express  regrets;    had    they^ 
}>elonged  to  any  other  grade  I  should  have  sent  them  both  home,  but 
the  confusion  in  aecounts  and  the  liabilit}'  of  loss  in  clothing  and  pro-, 
visions  by  the  sudden  removal  of  a  payniaster  deterred  me. 

The  information  conveyed  was  uuportunt  to  a  wily  enemy.  The 
correspondents  generdlly  have  dt^nc  tneir  best  to  point  out  the  weak 
points,  as  they  thought^  of  the  ironclad  vessels,  and  the  last  tiring  from 
Fort  McAllister  showed  how  quick  the  rebels  were  in  improving  on 
such  information. 

But  as  I  care  more  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  misconduct  than  to^ 
punish  it,  if  the  Department  will  ex^>ress  its  displeasure  by  letter  to 
these  gentlemen  I  think  it  will  be  suthcient, 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

a.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rnir'Adfm'r€d,  Comdg.  S&uth  Atlantic  Blockading  S</uadraru 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreturyoftheNavy,  Wa^hmgtvn^  />,  6". 
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RepfiH  of  Otpfnin   Turiwt\    If.    S.  Nuvt^^  regard tnxj  the  ptmtd<m  of 
vessels  on  fiw  CharhMfm  hloi^kadt-, 

U.  S-  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Cimrle^mu  S.  a,  March  15,  1863. 

Admtrai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  requesting 
that  the  lilorkntlintj  lino  l>e  made  closer. 

The  positions  occupied  hy  the  vtirious  vessels  of  this  }>Ioekading 
force  were  given  them  in  full  eon^ulttttion  with  and  hy  the  advice  of 
C'aptiiin  (lodon,  with  whom  I  looked  over  the  chart  most  carefully  to 
detiue  them  as  they  should  he,  because  of  his  superior  knowledge  from 
long  experience  of  the  entire  ground  and  liis  famiUurity  with  the  gen- 
eral aims  and  action  of  vessels  endeavoring  to  vitihit-e  the  blockade, 

I  was  not  here  prior  to  the  raid  of  the  i-ams,  l»ut  Captain  Green,  of 
the  Cfuiandaigmt^  and  Captain  Watmougli.  of  the  Mempht^^  inform 
me  that  the  vessels  to  the  north  on  the  line  are  tying  a  little  nearer 
now  than  they  were  before  the  raid.  They  of  course  have  to  be  gov- 
erned In'  their  draft  of  water.  I  have,  however,  issued  an  order,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  to  require  of  them  a  still  closer 
position  if  possible. 

The  I \tit^ht things  jX3sition  was  the  one  I  was  dissatistied  with,  because 
she  lay  too  far  out,  I  thought,  and  was  a  sort  of  hcacon  for  vessels  to 
run  in  by;  and  1  had  sent  for  Captain  Godon  the  day  1  discovered  bim 
to  be  so  ill  to  request  him  to  take  np  a  position  nearer  in,  and  in 
returning  to  his  place  that  night  1  gave  mx  orders  to  his  tirst  lieuten- 
arjt  to  that  effect.  My  own  position  is  taken  without  any  reference  to 
di-stjun'c  from  the  jxiint  the  rams  might  come  out,  hut  directly  opix)- 
site  the  point  where  th(\v  came  out  before;  and  I  am,  }*y  meiisnrenient 
on  the  chart  made  at  this  moment  by  the  master,  just  a  mile  and  three- 
eighths  from  the  outer  edge  of  the  bar.  1  should  think  it  unsafe  to  l>e 
nearer  with  this  ship,  for  in  the  event  of  snapping  a  chain  it  requires 
some  time,  with  banked  Mres,  to  move  so  large  a  lx>dy  as  quickly  as 
miglit  i>e  necessary. 

Persons  passing  or  tarrying  for  a  few  houre  at  this  anchorage  are 
constantly  conveying  false  iniormation,  from  a  want  of  proper  knowl- 
edge of  the  [>ositions  of  the  squadron  and  things  on  .shore,  sometimes 
discovering  batteries  where  there  are  none,  and  at  others  denying 
thi>iri\\istence  where  1  know  them  to  be. 

I  spare  no  pains  to  iHinvey  to  you  such  accumte  information  as  you 
should  be  furnished  with  of  everything  within  the  region  of  my  <*om- 
mand.  I  think  you  will  do  me  the  justice  t»  award  that  it  is  likely  to 
be  UKU'e  relialile. 

Vt'rv  respectftdlv,  vour  oliedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

Captuin. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F*  Du  Pont, 

Cttititmindiny  Sindh  Atlantic  Bi^icUxuK^  Squadrmi. 


Order  of  Ca pin  hi  Turnery  IL  S.  Mtmj^  .senior  f0c^*  *ff  Chfrrleston^  S.  <7., 
to  et^mmitndlmj  iffi^'ern  tfremel^  t4t  cUme  in  the  hltichide, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Of  ChavtMon,  S\  (Z,  March  15,  1S6S, 
Admiral  D«  Pont  having  addressed  me  a  letter  requiring  the  block- 
iide  to  be  made  closer,  I  have  to  direct  the  comrnanuing  otlicei'H  of  all 
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vt^H-^ebi  of  the  fleet  off  Charleston  to  move  their  vess^k  in  immediatef 
iiM  near  as  it  is  ^XJssible  to  the  entninees  eonsintent  with  safety. 

Ve^isels  druwini^  under  12  ivpX  of  water  must  take  their  positions  on 
the  outer  edge  of  the  ehanoel,  ho  b^  fully  to  command  them. 

T.  TURNEB, 

Captain. 

Ch*der  of  Rear- Admiral  I)u  Pfmi,  IL   S,  Tfam/^  to  LieiUtynnnt- Con 
viaimer  Eaiftmany  IJ,  S,  JVtwy^  {Lfarhtnif  hitnfrom  thf,  cammand 
the  U.  S*  Sn  OfJTi'entmif/L 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  lifyi/al  llarbr>r,  S.  r.,  3farch  16,  ISSS. 
Sir:  Commander   Werden,    having   recovered   his  health,   resumes 
with  my  onier  the  eoinmand  of  the  ('o/t^man(;/t.  ^j 

As  yoin*  presence  may  he  ueee^sarv  before  the  navy  gfeneral  eoiu't^H 
nuirtial  now  in  f*e><sion  on  i*oard  the  l\ruw/tt^  you  will  report  for  resi-^^ 
d«*nee  to  CommaiuU'r  Thomiv^  G,  Corbin  on  hoard  the  M>///f7.yA  until 
you  can  rejoin  youi'  ship,  th(*  fufjHtune  ASiattu  at  St.  Simoii^s. 
Kespeetfidlv,  vour  o?x*dient  sen'ant, 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 
Reur-Admtrah  Cmnd<j,  Smith  AtMntir  Bh^'kadrmj  StjU4tdr*m. 

[Lieutenunt^C^mmander  T.  II.  Kaotman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

K  S.  S\  Cu7iemaughS\ 


Report  of  Cirmmn^Jthr  BahK  U*  S.  Nwty^  nenior  officer  in  SUnw  It 

rtyitrdhiij  it  Jiceoml  rtronnofmanee  to  John^a  InJand  tfmnigh  Ktmofii 

Rlvtr, 

U*  S,  Stkam  Sloop  Tawnke, 
Stono  Inht.  South  OfroMfto^  3farc/i  16,  180S, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  station.  I  w^eot  up 
the  Kiawah  Kiver  some*J  miles  in  thin  ship  on  the  uiorning  of  the  lOtb 
iuHtaut,  n*mairjin^  at  anclior  all  day,  but  eould  diseover  no  Imtteries* 
nor  any  <if  the  eneniy\s  trcmps  on  ilohn's  Island. 

On  the  11th  instant  four  rontndmnds  suceeeded  in  getting  down  the 
river.  They  represeidrd  that  they  had  lately  been  em|>loved  boiling- 
salt  near  a  eamp  on  the  mainland  on  the  other  side  of  Stono  Kiver. 
Uliev  idso  state  that  there  are  a  number-  of  batt*?rie.s  along  the  banks 
of  the  Stono.  ' 

I  have  already  ^iven  an  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  puttings 
up  Imtteries  in  that  direetion.      If  a  division  of  the  army  is  to  advanee      J 
})y  Folly  Island,  Imtteries  placed  on  the  Stono  can  do  us  no  harm,  and      I 
th*y^  should  be  encouraged  in  renderint^  tlnit  river  as  stronji^  as  they       ' 
can  desire,  for,  by  so  doing,  they  will  take  away  guns  and  troops 
whii'h  might  be  madeavailulde  on  the  real  point  of  atUuk»     Mymo\'e- 
mcnts  have  all  been  directed  to  the  JohnV  Island  side,  and  it  wsts  with 
this  view  that  T  took  the  /*ttw/ue  up  the  Kiawah,  having  alrea<ly  had 
the  UnadfJitt  and  ChfftfHfH/mr  Melhnomjh  up  that  river. 

The  ecjntral>ands  report  that  troops  have  been  going  south  to  Savan- 
nah from  Charleston. 

1  hav**  si^nt  the  paymaster  of  the  CmjjmrHhyre  McLhmough  to  Port 
U*>yid,  with  orders  Xa\  report  to  yon  and  to  get  stores  for  the  vej^sels 
here. 
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I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  I  liavc»iiS€Hl  if.>>  fatlioinf?  ui  ihain  «able 
for  (he  |>iu']j(»se  of  prt*tettin^  (lie  I  toilers  ami  niaehinery  of  this  ship, 
and  I  briieve  it  will  provt;  very  efficient, 
I  am  happy  to  report  all  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Gko.  B.  Balcih, 
Ckmim^mler  mid*  Smtior  OjffWr  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F,  I>u  Pont,  i\  S.  Navy, 

Chmdf/,  South  A  thin  fir  lihjeltulhuj  St/fmdr^*ti^  l^trt  RoijaL 


Lttfer /nnn  litm'- Admiral  Dn  Poni^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Ckiptain  Turner^ 
l\  -V*  Navy^  trHnHitiltflmj  r,rjt!anittf*ry  lettet*  of  ths  mtnmmuUng 
officir  of  the  U,  8*  stares  kip  JlaMtieAttJttffs, 

Flag  SI  I  ir  Wabash, 
P&rt  Royal  Iliirhor,  S.  (\,  Mifrek  17,  1863, 
Sir:  On  Ihe  arrival  of  the   MuMsttrhmMx  I   forwarded  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  W .  IL  West  a  copy  of  (Viptain  (ireeji's  letter, 
and  herewith  1  enelose  his  explanation. 

It  appears  to  me  satisfactory,  the  difficulty  having'  arisen  from  the 
fact  tliat  Acting''  Volunti^er  Lieutenant  West  wtis  ntit  furnished  with 
proper  numbers  before  ieaA  in^  New  York.  He  further  istutes  that  he 
did  not  bear  the  oi'der  to  heave  to. 

Uespectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rt  itV'  Ad  Hi  ir<d  ^  On/idf/,  Sfmf/i  Athtnttr'  lUorhtdihtj  Stptifdmh^ 

Captain  T,  Turner, 

U,  jS.  S,  Nmv  Irfmmdes^  Seiiu*r  Offirrr  Prt^j^eni  Off  (  itttrtrMtftn. 

U,  S.  S.  MASSAnrtTSKTTS, 
PortRmjftl  Ifarhor,  S.  (\,  Mm-rh  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknow  led^'-e  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  16th  institnt,  enclosinw"  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  J,  F. 
Green,  of  the  Gfmtndaif/mt^  dated  March  L^,  in  which  he  states  he 
discovered  a  stnin^e  steamier  to  the  north  ward  atid  wcstwjird,  astern 
a  lid  near  the  Hou.^iitrnut\ 

At  daylight  I  hoisted  w  hat  I  supposed  was  my  Tinnd>er,  and  as  soon 
as  I  discovei'cd  one  of  (he  bh>ckadin^^  s([uadroru  1  steered  directly  for 
lier  and  on  comin*^  up  close  to  lici'  I  immediately  >l(iwcd  t!ie  engine, 
iniiled  her^  and  asked  where  the  AV^c  Iroumde^H  lay  and  was  informed 
where  she  was.  I  wivs  then  asked  what  vessel  was  that,  and  replied 
^^Tho  3Iffssack met ffi,'^'  Captain  Taylor  said;  **  How  are  you,  Ciiptain 
West?  You  have  the  wron^^  luunber  up/'  I  ordered  it  hauled  down 
and  hoisted  wlnit  1  supposed  was  215,  and  was  given  me  in  New 
York  as  such,  1  ran  within  speaking  distance  of  the  Cituifiiditigim 
and  was  hailed  by  an  officer  aboard  ber,  *' What  ship  is  thatf"  I 
n*p1ii'd,  ^'Tb(^  MasHtirhrmtts.^''  1  tlii^n  underst<Kwl  liim  tii  say,  *"*  If  you 
dn  not  haul  that  numlier  down  1  will  (ire  into  ycnu"  I  ordered  the 
numl*er  hauled  down,  ]ind  a  few  miruitcs  after  a  shot  passed  over 
my  quarter-deck*     I  did  not  bear  the  order  to  heave  to  or  would  have 
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done  so.  I  ihpn  spoke  the  J^aw/tattui  and  pr< weeded  to  the  JVetti 
sidts*  went  on  Injiird  to  repoit  to  the  senior  i>ffi<er.  1  to<:>k  my  signal 
book  to  have  it  corrected.  I  then  found  thut  }»ut  two  .sigTials  in  my 
book  were  correct,  Nos.  1  and  3.  Before  leaving  New  York  I  waa^ 
supplied  with  code  of  flotilla  and  hunt  sijuadi-on  signals;  I  was  also  in- 
formed  what  my  nuinlK^r  was  in  the  Iniyer  Inxok^  and  the  signal?!  that 
made  it,  which  signals  were  not  c<»rre<*t,  as  No.  1>  was  given  me  for 
No»  5,  I  foresaw  this  very  diflloiilty  and  wrote  to  the  hononible  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navv  requesting  he  would  order  a  larger  l>ook  to  l>e  fur- 1 
niched  me,  hot  sailed  too  soon  after  to  receive  a  i^ply.  It  is  my  w^Lsh 
to  do  everything  in  my  t>ower  to  facilitate  furnishing  the  fleet  with 
supplies,  and  on  this  occasion  I  endeavored  to  avoid  difficulty  with  the 
fleet  blockading  ( 'harlesttm  by  femHining  all  night  in  Bulfs  Bay,  so  a^ 
to  approai'h  the  fleet  after  da v light. 

There  was  certairdy  no  intention  on  my  part  to  cause  any  annoyance 
to  Captain  Green. 

VeiT  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

/    ^  W.  H.  West, 

Ajctlng  Vohtnt^ier  Lieutenant^  Vmrintanding  f\  S.  S.  MamachiMetts* 

Rear- Admiral  S,  F*  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  Sf/uthAtlafdic  Bhjckdg.  Squadrcfty  Port  Ht/t/fd^  S.  C. 


General  nnl-er  of  Smr-Adimml  Ihi  Poni^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  cfmi/mondmg 

trffieers  of  'ik'«seisy  for  tfie  expeditimis  tmnsfer  of  suppiles  fnnn  the 

stormMp^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Piyrt  Royal  HarlHir,  K  a,  Mareh  17, 1863, 

The  U.  S.  S.  MaMa^jhusettH^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant We^t,  com- 
manding, has  been  assigned  by  the  Navy  Department  the  doty  of  run- 
ning to  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8t(nadron  as  a  supply  ship  and 
with  the  authority  of  a  cruising  vessel  l>esides. 

On  her  arrival  at  the  different  naval  stations  on  the  coast,  I  have  to 
request  that  tht^  senior  officer  present,  and  each  and  every  commanding 
otlicer,  will  give  immediate  atteTjtion  to  obtaiiung  their  suppliers  and 
mails  from  this  vessel,  doing  all  in  their  jiower  to  expedite  ner  depar- 
ture fcu*  her  next  point  of  destination, 

A  sufficient  number  of  boats  must  bi^  sent  to  receive  the  supplies, 
with  proper  (dhrers  to  sign  I'eeeipts,  and  these  officers  must  be  given 
to  understand  that  they  go  on  duty  and  not  to  attend  to  private  a tlairs; 
other  officers,  if  the  counnanding  officers  deem  fit,  may  go  on  board  for 
such  purposes. 

The  pay  masters  of  the  different  vessek  will  give  their  i>ersonal  atten- 
tion to  reci'iviag  the  supplies  in  their  department  and  not  depute  this 
d  uty  to  th e i  r  c  1  v  v k s  and  s t^  *  vv a  r ds  a  1  on e . 

It  will  add  to  the  efficiency  and  <'omfortof  the  whole  stpiaclron  if,  by 
system  and  quick  dispat<^h,  this  vessel  can  1>e  atH-elerat-ed  in  her  round 
trips,  and  I  have  to  reijuest  the  senior  olhcer  wherever  she  stops  not 
to  perm  it  her  to  Ijc  delayed  except  from  unavoidable  causes,  which 
are  to  be  reported  to  me  by  letter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  West  will  be  instructed  to  do  all  in  hb 
power  to  meet  the  above  requirements  by  a  systematic  arrangement  of 
his  supplies  and  a  reiidy  mode  of  flelivcry. 
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The  aljove  order  will  apply  to  the  supply  ships  wbii-h  niny  <  all  on  Hirir 
way  to  the  Gulf  rotations,  or  to  any  others  ruiinintif  to  this  (;<nriniuiid. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rt-itr-AdminiL 


Repn*t  of  Coitiraander  BidcK  U.  S.  Jfavi/^  reganlim  ammnmtnm  and 
hmmtzers  iakeft  frtmi  U.  S,  S*  Unmmla, 

U.  S*  Steam  Slooi*  Pawnke, 
Sifmn  Met,  Simth  OtrofimK  }ffrrrh  77,  h%S, 
Sir:  By  tho  Imoy  nt-hooiier  I  wead  tho  uaimunitioii,  howitzers,  etx.%, 
which  we  took  froiii  the  UnadiUa  ye:?terday  for  the  piirpowe  of  li^ht- 
eniiiL^  her. 

I  have  Dothiiig  to  add  for  your  in  formation  in  retfard  to  Stono. 
I  shall,  with  the  PdwiweimA  ikwiwoiiiyre  Mclhmmffjh,  return  to  our 
former  aiahorage  off  Ole's  Island, 

Very  re8i>eetf ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  R.  Bai/ii, 
i  V/7/^  }ii i m  drr  *f  n  d  Sen  w / •  ^  \^U  r/*  / '/ 't'nt^i  t* 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  ^ 

Vimimunding  South  Aflmdw  Bi^whtdijuj  Sqimdmn. 


RejMi^'i  of  Captain  Tunwr^  l\  Sf  Naiuf^  rtyanUntf  an  attavk  njHm^UTul 
the  eseaj/e  oJ\  a  ve^nel  jMiMimj  hi  thrtnujh  Majllts  ChafnnL 

Ij.  S.  8.  New  Ikonsides, 
Of  ('harh'.^foiu  S,   r.,  3/ffrr/i  iS\  hsV.i. 

Admiral:  Under  the  iiiipression  that  the  Jamt^  Adt/rr  will  hr  lie  re 
to-day,  when  1  shall  he  obliged  to  send  off  the  Au</mta  to  Port  lloyHl, 
1  nm  writing  this  letter  to  ^o  by  her. 

Last  night  alxnit  half  }mst  8  o'clock,  having  pereoived  sharp  iiriniir 
along  the  noithern  line  i>f  the  hloekude,  I  got  undt*rway  inina'diut^'ly 
with  this  ship  and  proeeeded  to  the  neigliborhood  to  the  snn th  of 
Rattlesnake  Slunih  As  I  et*u!<l  not  gc»  inside,  1  ate  htnunl  lliere  for  ilw 
night.  This  morning  tlie  M*'htphtM  rame  dt^wn  to  infurni  me  that  a 
steamei"  endeavored  to  tjet  in  through  Matlitfs  <  lianneh  She  was 
attiieked  by  the  J/fjff/du^\  W*sH(fhii'iiafu  l^ant^  and  Afnt/u'ra,  and  ft*r 
Honie  minutes  ivas  nnder  a  very  sharp  lire,  bn(  Indng  nntJer  full  head 
of  steam,  and  passing  very  rapidly,  tnideiilly  a  fast  vessel,  slu*  got  by 
and  went  iiL 

This  Tmirning  she  was  see rt  passing  betwt^en  the  fnrts,  a  largi*  Con- 
federate Hag  flying  at  the  forc%  Knglish  ensign  at  hi*r  titigstalf,  Cai)- 
tain  ^\  atinough  informs  mv  that  Hti»iie  lime  sim  hi?Hi«ly  was  slu"  presMinl 
that  they  thought  they  had  her.  Sht*  ilniiblh'ss  lias  Ikm-ii  ronsidrrnl»lv 
injured,  l^nfoilunately  1  had  st^nt  Uio  //tuftn  U^  Port  K<iyal,  witli 
whieh  vessel.  Captain  W'atmcaigh  thinks,  they  would  ha\e  Hpciired 
her*  I  am  of  the  opirdori  thai  th*'  rere|»titin  tins  v**s,md  ntet  |j«st  idght 
will  drive  them  toaiiotln'r  point  in  their  next  idtenjpt. 

They  prefer  the  Northern  Cluimnd,  from  biding  ahl<'  i<i  make  Cap«^ 
Romain  and  shapf*  their  eourse  in  iihtui;  dnwn  thi^  land.  If  tliey  con- 
tinue their  attem|>ts  upon  tie*  hloekaiii*  a(    lliat  pnhd,  with  two  more 
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gunboats  I  hop^*  to  In*  ii\Av  to  i-atch  or  drive  tbenj  bat-k,  .should  they 
attempt  it  titraio. 

Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  8ervant, 

T.  TURXEH, 

Cajitatn. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  F*  Du  Pont, 

Ctrmmundimj  S^mth  Athiniw  Blockading  Squad t^tm. 


Ltitt^^^from  Captain  Turner^  U*  S,  Ifam,  U*  Rear-Admt^al  Du  Ihnt, 

fL  S,  jVipfw^  r*'qn£fifing  U*  he  infonnm,  a^  to  ffw  dwtmg^^uwhing  fiag 
fm"  the  rmw  *if  minHnKhtre. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Of  CharleMon,  S.  C  Miirch  IS,  1863. 
Admiral:  In  lui  unoffitual  t-ouversatioii  with  you  on  my  lirst  arrival 
at  P(jrt  Royal,  spfiikintr  of  the  flatf  which  would  be  worn  hy  an  officer 
holding  the  riink  of  conimmlore,  wliich  1  was  daily  expecting  to  he 
promoted  to,  I  undcrstotKl  )'Oli  t<j  say  that  it  was  a  matter  u[>f>n  which 
yonr  mind  was  not  made  up,  anil  that  you  would  endeavor  to  ascertain 
from  the  Departmcrd  what  its  views  were  upon  that  point. 

As  I  presume  1  shall  receive  my  commission  in  that  grade  in  a  few 
days,  1  shall  l>e  plad  to  know  if  you  have  any  instructions  to  g"ive  me 
on  the  subject,  or  what  yonr  wishes  are  in  relation  to  it. 

I  can  not  but  think  that  something  to  designate  that  grade  in  an 
(dlii't^r,  |ihi(*ed  as  J  nm  at  this  moment  in  command  of  a  large  division 
of  ships,  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  service;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  I  would  say  that  with  a  single 
conunand  or  in  th**  prcsetR'C  of  a  superior  officer  it  would  l>e  of  little 
imiKjrtancc  how  the  q  nest  ion  was  settled,  b(*yond  the  mere  personal 
pride  x\m\  feelings  of  the  officer*  who,  in  our  service,  is  certain  to  be 
far  ])ast  the  meridian  of  life,  and  naturally  feels  a  pride  in  being  reeog- 
nizi*d  hy  his  tlag  in  a  rank  superior  to  one  he  has  held  as  a  captain  and 
beyond  which  he  may  never  arrive* 

Very  resiwctf ully^  your  obedient  sei*vant, 

T.  Turner, 

Captain. 
Rear- Admiral  S,  F.  Uu  Pont, 

dftnifffifudhuj  Sotffh  Afluntit'  lihiekading  Sfimdrfm. 


f>/vA-/'  of  Jitfff'-Adm/riii  I/ti  Ptmi^  U.  S,  Mim,  to  Cnjtlaht  Iiod(jer»^ 
IK  S,  Ntiiu/^  txmima/idmff  f.L  S*  S,  Wfii/iuwk^H^  to  amum^  command 
ofHtatiim  in  North  KdfMo  River, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fori  Eoy(d  IfiwUr,  S.  a,  jf^ftrrh  IS,  ISeS. 
Sir:  You  wiJl  please  proceed  with  the  Wt^hawkrfi  under  your  (com- 
mand to  North  Kdisto  and  assume  t(u>  charge  of  that  station. 

You  are  aware  of  my  objeict^s  in  this  movement.     A  steamer  will  be 
ord(*red  to  attend  or  tow  you. 

Please  sond  down  the  Sfrnt/t  CarffiifHf  to  J'ort  Hoyab  delivering  to 
Commander  A I  my  the  encdosed  order, 
Kespeetfullv,  et*%, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Jimr-  A  dm  ind, 
Cnptn'ui  JuJiN    Roi>OKK8, 

U.  &\  a.   Weehm^l\m. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  I)u  Pimt^  U,  S,  Nmnj^  Pt  Vtnnmander  Almy^ 
11,  &.  I^%ry^  eoiiifnandiHtj  IL  S.  S,  South  (ktrolmu^  to  tran^jW  his 
cam/mand  in  North  Edisto  Iiimei\  SmdA  Chredirui. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  JTarlmr,  S\  C  March  IS,  ims. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Weeh/iwken  you  will  repair  to  Port  Royal 
for  <*oalaiKl  supplies,  tjivingCaptai II  Rodders  such  iiifonuation  as  your 
exprriein*e  in  Edisto  may  render  advisable. 

In  ease  you  require  any  repaii^?,  please  let  your  engineer  see  to  what- 
ever  ma}^  he  done  in  three  days,  for  in  the  present  exigeneies  the  Strath 
Oirfiiina  will  have  to  leave  here  at  the  eod  of  that  time. 
RespeetfuUv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Htur'Adffiirat 
Commander  J.  J.  Almy, 

^/.  S\  aS*  Sfmth  CanfUna,  North  EdiMo, 


(Ml^r  of  FJa^'  Officer  Du  Poni^  U.  S.  Nwmj^  to  Zi^denant- Cofnmnnd^^r 

*St€'i>eHx,   U,   S,  Nm*t/,  emmnanding  P,   S,   S\   Tlnrfni^  for  duty  *m 
Chari^^t^m  blockade* 

Flagsho^  Wabanh, 
Pfrrt  Royal  irarhn\  N.  (\.  March  IS,  JS63. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed,  when  ready  for  sea,  with  the  //nrff/t  under 
your  eonunand  off  Charleston  and  rt^port  to  Captain  T.  Turner,  of  the 
r.  S.  S.  A'rir  fronml:^^  senior  ottieer  present. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Rtor'AdwiraL 
Lieutenant- Commander  (i.  A,  Stevicns, 

f\  S.  S,  Huron. 


Letter  frmfh  th£  Amwtaht  Secntary  of  State  to  thr  Sreretary  of  the 
N(wy,  tranmnittiftij  telegram  regarding  Htramrr  I^lantagciut, 

Thursday  Evenin<3,  March  19,  \ISG3\ 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  another  telegram,  just  received,  in  relation 
to  the  Piantagenet, 

Yours,  verv  truly, 

F.  W.  Seward. 

tllon.  (i.  Welles, 
\  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[  Knclnmi  re, — ^Telefrmm.] 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Harch  19,  JSfll 
/V^/?/fl^7<?ri(^i!^  mentioned  yesterday,  rumored  destiniMi  for  Charleston; 
pirt  of  cargo  ?^aid  to  einiKist  of  powder  intended  tn  destroy  vessel  if 
taken.     Will  paint  her  lead  color  while  at  sea. 

M,  M.  Jackson, 

P,  S,   Vromd, 
IIoM.  Wm.  1 1.  Seward, 

Secrttary  State. 
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^.epovi  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Poiit^  U,  S,  Navy,  transmittimj  repftrt  of 
(Join III andU'v  Dmoiies,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  operations  of  iron- 


No.  139.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  19,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  having  forwarded  to  me  a  copy  of  Captain 
Ericsson's  letter  to  Captain  Dahlefren,  referring  to  a  communication 
from  Commander  A,  Downes  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  I  herewith 
enclose  a  letter  from  Commander  Downes,  addressed  to  me  on  the 
same  subject. 

Vei'A^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear  Adyniral,  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDKOx  Welles, 

IStrntary  of  the  Navy,   Washhigton^  D.  C, 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Nahant, 

Port  Royal,  March  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Ericsson,  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  and 
forwarded  by  him  to  you,  at  Mr.  Ericsson's  request,  who  has  written 
it,  1  Dresume,  in  resp)onse  to  my  communication  of  the  20th  ultimo  to 
the  (Jrdnance  Department,  though,  upon  a  careful  'revision  of  that 
letter,  1  can  find  nothing  therein  calculated  to  elicit  such  imputations 
of  ignorance  and  professional  prejudice  as  Mr.  Ericsson's  letter  implies. 

1  confess  that  I  was  not  aware  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  planned  his 
vessels  with  the  view  that  their  guns  should  be  fought  exclusively 
over  the  bow  in  a  seaway,  and  in  reference  to  this  point,  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  a  proposition,  based  uf)on  my  professional  experience.  What 
if  we  ])ccome  engaged  with  an  ironclad  of  superior  activity  to  our- 
selves, who  will  not  permit  us  to  keep  our  bow  pointed  toward  him, 
an  event  which  seems  quite  piucticable  to  me,  particularly  as  my 
experience  of  this  class  of  vessel  leads  me  to  believe  them  easilv 
affected  and  rendered  unmanageable  in  a  seaway  'i  I  quite  concur  with 
Mr.  Ericsson,  however,  in  his  suggestion  that  our  floating  antagonists 
should  be  fought  bows  on,  if  possible,  but  the  idea  had  occurred  to 
me  before  the  receipt  of  his  communication.  But  I  be^  leave  to  dif- 
fer with  him  in  opinion  as  to  the  proper  manner  of  laymg  these  ves- 
sels to  meet  the  lire  of  Fort  Sumter  or  other  batteries,  and  again  I 
base  my  opinion  upon  experience.  Gunners  find  it  an  easy  matter  to 
make  good  line  shots,  the  great  difficulty  being  to  avoid  overreaching 
or  falling  short  of  the  o])ject.  The  decks  of  these  monitors  are  their 
weakest  points  exposed  to  fire,  and,  as  proven  the  other  day  at  Ogee- 
chee  River,  are  not  invulnerable  to  heavy  shot.  I  therefore  submit, 
that  ])v  laying  the  length  of  your  deck  to  the  enemy,  instead  of  the 
breadth,  you  are  the  more  completely  exposing  your  weakest  point  of 
resistance  to  him. 

Mr.  P>icsson  says  that  1  will  do  well  to  reflect  further  on  the  sub- 
ject before  1  assert  that  my  guns  are  practically  useless.  Such  was 
not  mv  intention,  as  I  had  no  idea  that  the  monitors  of  this  class  were 
intended  to  engage  in  a  seaway.     My  hints  were  intended  to  apply  to 
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ie  use  of  the  heaxy  XV-inch  guns  in  the  other  8eagoinof  ve^j^els,  ^uch 
as  the  Iioafwkt\i  et<\,  hut  if  thlrf  cla8s  of  oioiiitor  is  intended  fur  H^ht- 
iiig  in  a  seuway,  undoubtedly  my  !ett4*r  will  hvnv  thi.s  construction — tiat 
the  XV-inch  ^uns,  mounted  as  mine  i.s,  are  praetiailly  n>H*lfss  in  a  sica- 
way,  and  I  can  otfer  an  addititional  reason  fur  asserting  them  to  lie  jk>* 
viz,  the  impossihilUy  of  sighting  them  correctly.  The  sight  hole 
through  the  turret  i>uri>orts  to  enai)ie  one  to  |x>int  the  gun  within  3 
feet,  horizontally,  of  the  ol»|ect  aiujed  at,  Imt  the  elevation  or  depres- 
sion of  the  piece  is  ahuost  a  matter  of  chance;  and  these  vesst^ls  are 
intended  to  mount,  in  Inith  pt^rts,  XV-inch  g'uns,  the  fire  from  whicb^ 
nndf r  these  circumstanies,  must  he  very  ineffective.  Mr.  Erics^sKjn 
does  not,  in  his  letter,  credit  his  vessels  with  one  good  quality  which 
the}^  certainly  possess — that  of  steadiness  in  the  trough  of  a  sea;  thev 
never  roll  heavilv  and  their  pitching  motion  is  nearly  as  great  ils  thefr 
rolling*  But  otlier  causes  than  motion  would  prevent  these  ve^s^ek 
from  tighting  in  weather  when  vessels  constructed  upon  the  ordinary 
model  could  use  thi'ir  guns  without  dithculty.  The  vohuiic  of  water 
which  would  pmur  into  their  ports  and  under  the  raised  turret,  flood- 
ing the  turret  chamber  below  and,  as  one  iif  the  consequences,  by  wet- 
ting the  l)cdts  of  the  blowers  stop  the  brcutii  and  kill  the  steam  of  the 
vessel,  would  l>e  a  serious  ol>stacle  to  their  being  fought  at  all  in  any- 
thing approaching  hea\'y  weather.  But  1  have  no  desire  to  gi\e  Mr- 
Ericsson  ground  for  complaint  of  nie  for  the  entertainment  of  profes- 
sional prejudice  against  the  monitor  class  of  vessel  as  1  am  not  con- 
scious of  the  existence  in  my  mind  of  an}^  such  prejudice,  neither  v^n 
I  find  anything  in  mv  letter  referred  to  above  vvhi<-h  will  bear  that 
interpretation,  unless,  indeed,  he  considers  my  statement,  liascd  not 
upon  experiment,  but  upon  observation,  that  1  lielieve  it  to  be 
impracticable  to  work  the  XV-inch  gun  in  a  seawav,  or,  as  Mr.  Erics- 
son styles  it,  '*u|>i>n  an  oscillating  plane/'  upc>n  tFjc  present  carriage 
and  with  the  jiresent  arrangi'nient  of  the  coiTq>ressor,  as  the  result  of 
prejudice,  whereas  it  is  based  solely  upon  the  exjjerience  gained  on 
board  this  v^esscL  My  professional  experience  enabled  me  to  see  many 
defects  in  thenionitor  chiss  of  vessrds  as  se^oers,  which,  as  the  result  ha^^ 
proved,  do  actually  exist  and.  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  enabled  others 
to  make  suggestions  of  additions  iind  impHnenionts  which  have  l>een 
ultimately  adopted  and  yet  w*'re,  at  the  time,  attributed  to  the  pre* 
judice  nithrr  tlnin  to  the  experience  of  the  projKJser. 

Perhaps  my  suggestions  are  worthless;  tliev  irre  mere  suggestions, 
offered  tor  the  consideration  of  the  Ordnance  t)epartment,  but  I  must 
state  that  one  auxiliary  for  the  workiiig  of  the  gun,  whirh  Mr.  Erics- 
son states  that  we  possess,  does  not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledj^^e,  or 
that  of  any  officers  whom  I  have  consulted,  exist.  So  inei'hanjsm  IB 
supplied  for  locking  the  iroTi  rollr^rsof  the  carriage,  if  by  the  iron  rollers 
is  meant  the  trucks  u\nm  which  it  runs  in  and  out. 

In  contusion  J  beg  leuve  to  stiitc  that  whiUt  I  believe  this  to  Ik*  the 
most  j>tM"fect  combination  of  the  elements  of  nffi^nseand  defense  alloat 
in  smooth  wat*'r  and  when  opposed  to  vessels  or  forts  of  masonry,  I 
have  by  no  means  the  same  (*fm(iflr*nc'f'  in  their  clefensive  or  offensive 
powers  in  rough  water  or  when  **pi»osod  to  earthworks  where  rapidity 
of  fire  is  to  a  certain  degrea  of  greatt*r  imp>rtance  than  weight  of 
metal.  In  a  word,  I  do  rmt  cot»sirl<'r  tfir  invention  yet  perfected,  and 
think  that  any  suggestions  intended  for  the  increase  of  their  efficiency 
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ought  to  lie  i^ereivcd  a8  ematiatiiij^  from  n  laudable  motiv*^  rather  than 
on©  of  dt'tnii'tinn  from  t\w  Tiicrits  of  the  inventioiK 

1  am,  very  re?^pectfullj,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 

Commandt'r, 
Rear-Adniiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Voindg.  South  AUantw  Bl*wM:4iding  Sqmidrtm  ^  Port  Jioi/al,  A'.  C, 


Private  letter /hmi  Rtnr-Admiral  Du  Pnnt^  TT,  S.  Nwey^  to  ths  Amht* 
ant  Secrdanj  ofth<j;  Natyy^  regard int/  affairs  in  general. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pmt  Royal  Ifarhf>r,  S.  a,  Marrh  ID,  1863. 

My  Deau  Siri  I  niii  not  take  the  time  I  once  had  to  write  you 
unuftieially,  but  I  ttioit^dit  you  would  like  to  hear  [a]  few^  word??. 

Wc  are  hard  at  work  on  the  ironeladti.  They  reuoire  so  mueh.,  and 
the  injury  of  the  Motdauk  is  very  great.  I  erawied  on  *NiiI  fours*'"  to 
see  for  myself.  Wo  arc  af  mid  to  l>ejRrh  one  of  thewo  vessels,  and  yet  it 
seems  a  difficult  job  without  so  doing. 

The  P(ffapfieo\s  punip«  are  not  yet  in  order.  I  hatl  di8patehcd  the 
Wtehairk*  n  to  Edisto  this  morning  t^  est-abFLsh  oui'  ba^e  of  opei'atiou.s, 
but  an  e«iuinoctial  g{|hr  sent  her  i>ack.  I  may  ^eud  her  to  Savannah 
River  in  lieu.  A  Ijoat  and  crew  from  the  (To^rgta  cU'serted  three  days 
si  nee,  taking  the  inidshipinan  pri.Honer,  Their  information  is  of  interest 
and  I  have  sent  for  them. 

1  am  anxiously  looking  for  the  Kf(^hil\  Her  less  draft  than  the 
others  is  veij  important.  I  think  these  monitors  are  wonderful  c^on- 
eeptions,  but,  oh,  the  errors  of  details,  whieh  woukl  have  been  eor- 
reeted  if  these  men  of  genius  could  be  induced  to  pay  attention  to  the 
peonh?  w  ho  are  to  use  tiieir  tools  and  invention.s. 

Muth  to  my  regret  1  was  forced  to  take  the  UnmUlla  out  of  Stono 
and  stMid  her  to  the  liiittlesnake,  off  Charleston,  so  fierce  is  the  block- 
ade running  now,  w^hen  she  got  tiground  on  Stono  Bar  and  had  to  be 
towed  in,  a  lame  duck. 

If  t:»eorge  Sanders'  erui8ing  iron  v  esse  Is  eome  over»  we  shall  he 
8wept  from  one  end  rd  the  coast  to  the  other. 

The  UMvst  important  tiling  in  view  of  your  proposed  work  fcu^  the 
ironclads  I  have  not  mentioned,  hut  intend  to  write  ofKt^ially  on  the 
subject.  I  mean  the  life  given  to  that  XV-ineh  gun  hy  Dahlgren. 
There  is  not  an  ii-onrlad  captiiin  wdio  does  not  fielieve  it  will  be  exceeded 
at  Charleston  alone.  The  memomndum  1 55ent  you  was  drawn  up  hy 
John  Rodgers  from  the  different  reports. 

Please  let  the  Mit^mchimeitis  run  to  Philadelphia.     Wo  shall  never 
sec  her  again  from  New  York, 
In  haste,  vottrs  truJv, 

S.  F.  D.  P. 

Hon.  Cf.  V.  Fox, 

Amiistant  Secretary  of  the  JVavy^  Wa^ihlngtuiu 
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HientH  i{f  deserters J'rofn  the  Ctmfederat*'  tran/<jMjrt  Sm^^anfiafi, 

Flagship  Wabash,  March  J9,  1SG3. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  t^ubmit  the  result  of  an  oxami- 
I  nation  of  five  desortnrs  from  the  Confedemte  truii sport  Sfiranfuih^  who, 
beint<  on  pieket  duty,  nnrured  tlioanuH  of  their  officer,  a  master's  mate, 
and  ln'ou^ht  liiiu  prisoner  to  Fort  Pulaski, 

These  uit^n,  all  iVu'eigners,  were  sent  od'  l>y  the  military  authtaities 
on  Hilton  Head  U\  the  Wtdfttf<k  for  examination. 
Vcrj^  reypeetfallj^  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Roikiers, 

Vaptnln. 
Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  At l anil r  BitK-kudrnf/  Sfpmdrtvt^  Port  RotjuL 

Lie utenantMaekenzie  kindly  iic^ted  as  aoiaiuiensiy  and  thu.s  eond<'nsed 
the  testimony  of  the  crew. 

[KnclDsun?*.] 
A  fjiUnu't  iff  iittUcrti4-iiltt  of  di^siTltrx, 

The  erews  of  the  various  vessels  appeur  to  l»e  poorly  fed  nnd  not 
well  elothed  and  somewhat  di.st-ontented.  Their  pay  is  very  irre|^«-idar. 
The  personal  treatment  is  not  very  harsh  on  board  of  the  etiieient 
vessels,  namely,  the  Atfanta^  ram  Sanmiuth^  and  houdl^ja. 

The  etticient  vessels  for  aetive  movcnuMits  are  three,  the  ironelads 
Atlantii  and  iSffraufinh  and  the  wooden  giinlroat  hondlipf.  The  entire 
battery  of  these  three  vess^ds,  ten  or  eleven  f^uns,  is  comprised  of  ti 
and  7-ineh  rifles.  The  Atlanta  is  said  t^  be  nnieh  the  fastest,  and 
will  probably  steam  s  knots.  Her  draft  18  about  16  b'rt,  and,  as  far 
as  can  Ins  ascertained,  she  is  slow  to  mind  her  helm.  The  di^i^-ipline  of 
this  vessel  is  said  to  be  ^ood  under  the  present  captiiin. 

The  Gt'jmjHt  lies  at  the  Elba  Inland,  [Savannah  Kiver],  ineribseom- 
posed  of  logs,  kept  in  their  plaees  by  (Atones  thrown  into  them;  she 
has  warps  out  by  which  her  broadside  can  always  be  turned  on  either 
the  nor  til  or  south  channel. 

L     The  .  I  t!a  /t  tn  1  i  es  i  n  s i  d e  o f  t h e  G*  org m , 

'  The  (dd  iSatHiMfiah  is  moored  head  and  stern  with  her  gun  [X)int^>d 
down  the  channel.  The  ram  Savammh  had  not  moved  down  from  the 
city  [SavanriahJ  at  the  time  these  men  deserted  The  whole  naval 
forces  are  under  the  crjmniand  of  Ct)mmodore  Tattnall,  whose  flag  iy 
upon  the  J*)ji(/afy  although  he  resides  in  the  city.  The  second  in  eom- 
uiand  is  Captain  Sinclair,  of  the  FiinjaL  The  vessels  are  deseibed  v^ 
having  no  means  of  ventdation;  when  the  hatches  are  on  thev  are 
almost  hemietieally  sealed,  thf^  only  opening  being  the  ports.  ThtM-e 
are  no  Idower  engines  in  these  vessels.  One  of  the  deserters  heard 
C'onunfxlore  Tattnall  say,  while  pulling  down  the  Thunderbolt,  alnjut 
thret^  weeks  ago,  that  when  the  ironclads  move  upon  Charleston  he 
would  attack  this  place.  This  was  said  to  his  son,  who  was  formerly 
in  thv  Mai'ine  Corps,  and  to  other  otiicers  of  the  Fiwj<d  who  accom- 
panied him.  Another  one  has  heard  him  say  that  he  w^ould  destroy 
the  vessels  in  Wassaw  Sound  if  the  ironclads  were  to  leave  that  place. 
With  regtird  to  moving  these  vessels  past  the  obstructions  at  the 
head  of  Elba  Inland,  ooe  of  the  deserters  w^ho  assisted  in  blowing 
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them  lip  sonio  weeks  ago,  when  it  was  intended  to  make  a  movement, 
says  that  now  it  could  l)e  easily  done  in  one  day  by  using  heavier 
charges  of  powder,  although  it  then  took  them  a  week  to  remove 
them. 

All  the  stores  in  Savannah  are  said  to  be  filled  with  cotton  belonging 
to  an  English  agent  named  Low,  who,  in  buying  the  cotton,  gives  the 
price  as  regulated  by  Confederate  currency  in  orders  on  the  Bank  of 
England  for  gold. 

Ihe  NaskviUe  was  intended  not  for  a  man-of-war,  but  for  a  priva- 
teer. She  had,  according  to  one  witness,  four  guns;  according  to 
another  she  had  only  two,  a  24-pounder  and  32-pounder,  the  rest  to 
be  obtained  at  Nassau.  She  had  on  board  700  bales  of  cotton,  40  bar- 
rels of  tobacco,  and  some  turpentine.  She  had  been  entirely  deserted 
by  her  crew  before  blowing  up. 

There  is  said  to  be  much  arunkenness  among  the  oflBcers  of  these 
vessels. 

The  navy  ration  is  \\  pounds  meat,  14  ounces  bread,  and  some 
sweet  potatoes. 

The  commodore  is  cheerful  and  popular. 

The  army  appears  to  have  much  poorer  fare. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
P<yrt  Royal,  March  W,  1863, 


FotU  giuirdmg  the  approdchfs  to  Savannah. 


Name. 


Position. 


CaiiHton'M  Bluff  Imt 
tcry. 

Lawtou'M  battery  . . . 


I  1  Tiiile  S.  W.  of  Savannah 
i  River,  and  160  yards  W. 
.      of  St.  Augustine  Creek. 


On  north  bank  of  Savan- 
nah River,  due  north  of 
I      west  end  of  Elba  Island. 

Lee'H  lottery i  On  south  bank  of  Savan- 

I      nah  River,  N.  W.  of  Caus- 

I      ton's  Bluff,  S.  W.  of  Geor- 

I      Ria. 

Naval    battery,    on  I  One-half  mile  N.W.  of  Fort 

Fort  Chevcs.  Jackson,  on  an  island  to 

the  northward  of  chan- 

nel. 


Battery,   name   un- 
known. 
Fort  BogKs 


Fort  JaeJcson  . 


On   eastern    end    of    Fig 

Island. 
1  mile   K.  of  city,  on  the 

south  bank  of  the  river. 


Armament. 


Remarks. 


Unknown . 


6  32  and  42i»drs.;  '2 
X-inch  guns. 

2  mortars,  probablv 
X-inch:  2  X-inch 
guns:  5  32  and  42 
pdrs. 

2  24-pdrs.,  English 
rifles;  5  32-pdrs. 


8  light  guns  . 


14  guns,  caliber  un- 
known. 


Causton's   Bluff   is   a  high 
hill  surrounded  by  li  miles 
\     of    intrenchments:   it    is 
closely  filled  with  guns. 
Covers  the  Georgia  and  the 
j     anchorage  of  the  men-of- 
war. 
Made  of  sand  and  said  to  l>e 
filled  in  with  cotton  bales. 


Built  by  naval  forces,  but 
now  in  possession  of  array; 
said  by  one  to  be  built  in 
a  marsh;  built  rf  piles  and 
filled  in  with  stones. 

A  very  inconsiderable  work. 

There  is  a  small  battery  of 
three  guns  between  Cans- 
ton's  Bluff  and  Thunder- 
bolt. 

Not  described  by  deserters 
They  say,  however,  it  is 
not  much  depended  upon, 
the  earthworks  being 
more  formidable. 


OhstraciiovM. 

Below  Thunderbolt:  Made  of  live-oak  timber;  armed  with  torpedoes, 
which  go  off  by  impact. 

At  western  end  of  Elba  Island,  running  north  and  south  from  bank 
to  bank:  They  consist  of  cribs  14  feet  square,  decked  over  and  sunk 
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by  piling  stones  and  rocks  on  top  of  them.  There  arc  no  torpedoes 
here,  A  crili  was  reniovi'd  hv  sinking  torpi^does  helow  thi?^  cieek  at 
each  rorner^  one  of  *J5  pounds,  one  of  85  poiiiid.s,  and  two  of  ^5.  The 
torpedo  was  made  of  a  larife  tfn  can  tilled  with  powder  and  having  a 
long  tube  nmoiii^  to  the  top  of  the  water: 

There  are  said  to  He  torix^loes  also  in  Mud   River.     There  are  no 
torpedoes  in  Savannah  liiver. 


Mefi-^f'war  and  tramportJt  in  fjnd  about  Savminah,  Giu 


Name. 

Banery. 

Speed. 

PlftUng. 

Number  of 
men. 

CbptaLn. 

Renuirk*. 

Atlanta 

3     7-inch 

About » 

4  iDchcfl 

uo 

Arthur  Sinclair:.. 

Dmft  16  feel.      The 

»t)d2  6- 

t  o    9 

thick. 

plating  in  In  mUd 

inch  ri-  J 

knots . 

pint  CM,  2  i  111- he* 
thhk,  4  wide.  lAld 

fitt. 

horizon  tiilly,    und 

another  tier  ot  the 

wime    Idid    trntiii- 

voreely.    The  Fhi- 

Ifwl  hiis  Ml  ironclAd 
Ixiw.  but  no  rcigu* 

hit  pmw. 

PaTannah  .... 

a     74uch 
and  2  6- 
Incli  ri- 

Untried. 

...do.... 

Will      be 
110. 

Capt4K.L.]Pagi;. 

I^mfl  12  feet.  The 
Suviiniiikh  bus  a 
iiraw  just  nbrtve 
the  U'tttt^r"*  tsigv  f> 
h'et  h>np  and  1  fwt 
tlilrk,\inlch  Uipi-m 

fles. 

Ion  hhnrpfKihit. 
Th**  (iri»rirln  llfs  In 

Georgia....... 

SfUQion 

Wo  mft- 

2  layen 

Utikiiovrii 

Limil.[J.V.]Jubii. 

gun 
aetrk,  2 

U  ve 

rail' 

son. 

a  c^rilijtt  iippc-r  emt 

power. 

rond 

of  KHm  Ulund  wf  th 

&-inch 

iron. 

warjK    hy    which 

riflot. 

tihc  cnn  bring  her 

8om  ti 

battery  to  bear  on 

VIII. 

dther  channel. 

Inchmy 

lambl- 

tdt. 

Isondlgii -..,,. 

1    7-tiich 

Not  IruQ* 

Lieul.rJ.B.]  Ken- 
uartf. 

A  imiaU  wmjtleTi  gim- 

and  1  or 

clad. 

bout    without 

26-incli 

tnitJttfi. 

riacfl. 

Old  BavftmuOi 

ISa-pdr... 

„.do.... 

lieui.tJOFeloi... 

Side-wheel  Mtwuner, 
An  o!d  river  boftL 
Receivinir  nhip. 

Trifnspf>rfs*  —  Id^fj  side-wheel;  Ifahtfrs/iam^  stern -W' heel;  ButHriffard^ 
side-wheel,  an  old  ve^^sel  rechristened;  /V/*^;/^^,  side-w^heeK  very  Afmall; 
IieHolutt\  side-wheel;   Oenc/'al  L'X.  side-wheel. 


VhfiJilntj  mhori  of  thv  Brit  Ink  ^ttxtmcr  GtonfhnHt  htj  ffw  U,  S*  S,  Wfs- 


Eeport  of  Bear-Admiral  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Ha^. 


No.  141).  J 


Flagshif  Wabash, 

Port  Emjal  Hm'^H^n  K  T.,  Jfare/i  ^/,  I80J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  n^port  t4>  the  Department  that  ahnut  luid- 
niglit  of  the  I8th  instant  the  Kni^lish  iron  steamiM^  (reort/lamt  attempted 
to  ran  into  Charleston  through  Maffitt's  ChaiineL 

N   W   K-  VOL   to—  -VJ 
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The  aljirm  had  been  given  by  the  U.  S.  yacht  Amerka^  Acting  Mat^- 
ter  J.  Bftker,  who  also  fired  into  her,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  WiMaMclon^  Lieu- 
teoant-Cominander  J.  L,  Davis,  f^oon  after  perceiving  hen  opened  so 
heavv  a  tire  upon  her  that  her  commander  hailed  to  say  that  he  surren- 
dered. Upon  thi.^  tho  WisMfiAicAon  eea^d  firing,  but  the  captain  of 
the  ship,  taKin^^  jid vantage  thereof,  pointed  his  vessel  toward  the  shore, 
which  was  qaite  near,  and  suceeeaed  in  ninning  her  aground,  and, 
with  all  on  board  of  her,  escaped  on  the  land  side. 

Oftptaiii  Davis  being  of  opinion  that  the  vessel  could  not  be  saved, 
determined  to  destroy  her,  which  he  did  by  setting  her  on  fire. 

The  cargo  was  a  very  valuable  one,  and,  according  to  late  statement's 
in  the  papers,  the  vessel  itself  was  pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  but  bs 
I  have  not  re<.'eived  any  report  as  yet  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Davis,  1  aninot  certain  that  this  was  the  case. 

I  i^imil  i*e  able  to  give  further  particulars  by  the  next  maiL 
Very  respectfullvi  your  obedient  servant, 

S^  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Oomdg.  SenUh  Atlantic  Blockadmgf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

S^retaty  of  the  Nmy^  Washin^ton^  />.  C 


Beport  of  C*ptftir  TnmeT,  U.  S.  Msvy,  lenior  officer  off  l^uxleaton,  8*  C. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ibonsides, 
Of  CharUMon,  S.  C  March  19,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  endeavored  to  get  a  letter  on  board  of  an  army  schooner 
passing  this  morning,  but  it  was  blowing  too  heavy  to  effet*t  it.  I  am 
writing  this  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  overhaul  some  vessel  in  passing 
here  to-morrow,  as  I  am  not  expecting  to  send  anv  vessel  from  here 
to  Poit  Rt^iyal  soon,  unless  it  should  1^  for  provisions,  as  they  are  all 
well  supplied  with  coal  at  present,  excepting  this  ship  onlv.  •    t 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  mtelligence: 
Last  night,  aoout  half  past  12  o'clock,  the  English  iron  steamer  Oe&r- 
giuna  attempted  to  run  in  through  Maffitt's  Channel.  The  Wisgahichm 
fortunately  nappeoed  to  lay  in  Ber  path,  and  immediately  oi>eQed  upon 
her  i>o  heavy  a  fire  mh  to  cripple  her.  Her  commander  hailed  to  say 
that  he  sun-endered,  and  at  tne  same  time,  by  an  act  of  the  most  con- 
summate treachery,  pointed  his  ship  toward  the  shoi-e,  which  they 
were  very  near  to,  and  grounded  her  in  14  feet  of  water,  himself  and 
everybody  on  board  of  her  escaping  on  the  land  side. 

Captain  Davis  at  the  time,  not  knowing  that  she  was  aground,  had 
ceased  his  fire,  because  of  the  summons  to  surrender  having  been 
assented  to.  She  is  a  very  large  steamer,  filled  with  the  most  valuable 
assorted  cargo;  aujotig  other  articles,  rifled  guns.  As  it  was  then 
calm.  Captain  Davis,  veiy  wisely,  fearing  that  the  rams  might  come 
out  to  rescue  her,  set  fire  to  her  in  three  different  plains,  and*  when  he 
I'ame  down  here  to  report  to  me  this  morning  she  was  burning,  and  I 
suppose  by  this  time  she  is  entirely  destroyt^i  It  has  l)een  blowing 
so  neavily  hei^  all  da\\  and  so  high  a  sea  running,  that  I  am  unable  to 
go  to  the  scene  to  ascertain  further  particulars,  which  I  shall  do  as 
soon  as  the  weather  clears  up. 

As  soon  as  I  can  get  the  Huron  back,  and  the  Unadiila^  if  she  eao 
be  sent,  with  the^  three  gunboats  I  think  1  tuo  effectually  close  that 
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passage  {except  in  fogs)  to  veHselj^  coming  in;  not  so  eamly  t-o  those 
going  out,  liM  they  have  the  advantage  of  a  fresh  departure^  within  a 
niile  of  the  entrance. 

The  WismJtiekon  performed  this  whole  work  alone.  I  had  placed 
the  Meiwphh  just  to  the  north  of  the  Rattle^snake  Shoal  The  .steamer 
got  by  her  im perceived  (at  least  I  suppose  so),  and  her  dmft  of  water 
woulcl  have  been  too  great  to  have  gone  to  the  spot. 

Some  one  of  the  three  vessels  lying  to  the  north  of  Rattlesnake 
Shoal  gave  the  alarm,  which  gave  the  Wi^aMckmi  the  opportonitj  to 
l>e  ready  when  the  steamer  came  up. 

I  wisl]  two  more  pilot^j.  These  young  officers  commanding  gun- 
floats  require  skillful  pilotji  on  board,  to  enable  them  to  take  up  their 
positions  close  in. 

My  own  pilot  is  on  lioard  of  the  Wismhidcim^  doing  invaluable  service 
there. 

Very  respectfully^  youi*  obedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

Captain 

Rear-Admii-al  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Cmmnanding  South  Atla?ttir  Bk/t'k^/ing  Sfuadrofi* 

P.  S. — Captain  Davis  thinks  that  he  had  put  so  many  shot  in  the  hull 
of  the  Georgiana  that  she  could  not  have  been  saved. 


Be|K)rt  of  Captain  Oreen,  V.  S.  HaTf  t  rdgardmg  articl«i  taken  ^m  the  wreek. 

U.  S.  S,  Canandaioua, 
Off  Cha^lesimi,  March  m,  1S6S, 
Sir:  I  have  respectfidly  to  report  that  the  following-named  articles 
were  taken  from  the  steiimer  Ge^^npana  and  brought  on  board  of  this 
ship  by  Lieutenant  Manley,  who  liad  charge  of  the  launch  sent  in  the 
Wmafuchmon  the  morning  of  the  iUth  instant  in  compliance  with  her 
signal  for  assistance: 

Eight  Enfield  rifles,  9  bayonets  for  the  same,  8  battle-axes,  1  patent 
lead  and  line,  10  pounds  of  glue,  5  small  jars  of  preserves,  1  dozen  gilt 
buttons,  1  table  cover,  19  sabers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieot  servant, 

J.  F.  Gbeen, 

Qxptain, 
Captain  Thomas  Turner, 

Senior  Offcer  Fi'eserU,  off  Charleston. 


Eeport  of  Cap  lain  Tornert  U.  B.  H&rf,  ref  arding  orders  tatned  for  the  deitmotion  of  the 

iteamer  Georgiana. 

U*  S.  8,  New  Ironstbes, 

Off  Charlesttm,  8.  C,  March  2L  1S6S. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  boat  was  picked  up 

last  night  with  a  sergeant  and  eight  men  belonging  to  the  rebel  service. 

He  represents  that  he  was  sent  to  the  GeorglaiHi  to  look  after  her,  but 

got  lost  last  night  in  the  dark.  .. 

I  shall  send  them  uorth  by  the  Mmmchusette*  ' 
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In  consultation  with  Lieutenatit'CaiiimaDder  DavL^,  of  the  IfJi 
hUhm^  I  have  ordered  the  wreck  of  the  Gto/yi^ma  to  tie  de?itruyed. 
It  might  suggest  the  idea  to  the  rebels  of  planting  a  hjittery  tliore, 
whi«'h  would  give  lu^  grmX  trouble;  bo8ide<s^  }>eing  within  three-fourtli^ 
of  a  mile  from  the  ^hore,  any  attempt  to  I'aise  or  discharge  her  would 
he  aiet  by  re»sistance,  and  batteries  once  planted  on  that  beach  mi^ht 
l>econie  fixtures,  to  our  great  anQoyance  in  chasing  ves^ls  trying  to 
run  the  blockade  at  that  point 

MAHcm  22, 

I  »ee  a  ve^el,  which  i.s  supposed  to  be  the  Circnmlan^  comings  in, 
and  I  close  my  letter  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  send  it  by  her,  I  have 
not  heard  from  the  scene  of  the  wn'eck  since  yesterday  morning,  but  a 
large  explosion  took  place  last  ni^ht  in  that  direction,  w^hich  I  nuppose 
was  the  wreck.  Another  exploj^ion  tr>ok  place  thin  afternoon,  which  I 
Buppo8e  was  another  batch  of  powder  on  board  of  her. 

Toe  WiMahfckfm  and  the  ffifron  yesterday  afternoon,  by  my  orders, 
set  heron  fire  with  their  shells. 

VeiT  respectfollv,  your  obedient  isei-vant, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Vfrmmmidimj  Smith  Altuntic  Blockadkyg  Sjuadrmt* 

P.  S. — From  all  I  can  ascertain^  this  vessel  (the  Oeor^iema)*,  was  sent 
into  Charleston  to  receive  her  officers,  to  be  titted  out  as  a  cruiser 
there-  She  had  140  men  on  b<mrd,  with  an  armament  of  guns  and  g^un 
carriages  in  her  hold,  commanded  by  a  British  naval  retired  officer. 


£0port  of  Ljeuteiian t*Comnijmii «r  DaTii,  U.  8.  ISayj,  commandiag  U.  8.  S,  Wiamahickoii, 

reqEcatiag  a  wreckmg  force* 

U.  8.  GirNBOAT    WiSSAHICKON, 

Of  Charlestim  Bar,  S.  a,  March  21,  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  weather  lia8  been  too  rough, 
and  still  continues  so  to  permit  an  exaniinatton  into  the  cargo,  engine, 
and  equi|>ment  of  the  prize  steamer  Oemyiana^  nor  have  I  sufficient 
means  at  my  command  to  undertake  the  ta^k  and  do  justice. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  competent  force  adapted  to  wreck- 
ing purposes  may  t)e  ordered,  inasmuch  as  the  cargo  is  doubtlesi*  valua- 
ble and  the  vessel  might  be  got  off, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  otedient  servant, 

Joim  L,  Davis, 
Lieutenant'  Communder, 

Rear-Adniiml  S.  F,  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Ofmmunding  South  Atlmitk'  Blochi^im/  Sqimdron, 


Letter  from  Eear- Admiral  Bm  Fe»iit,  U.  B.  Ha 77,  to  Commodore  Tinier ^  U.  8.  Havy,  approTing^ 
kis  ooiuie  in  the  deatrnctiaii  of  the  iteamer. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Pnrt  Roij^d  Harhf/r.  S.  C,  March  £4,  1S6S. 
Sib:  I  have  your  aevei-al  cominuuications  in  reference  to  the  inter- 
ception, ru ruling  on  shore,  and  uUiniate  destruction  of  the  steamer 

Georgiana  while  attempting  to  ruu  the  blockade. 


SOtTTH    ATLANTIC   BLOC^KADlXG    SQOADKON. 

The  eourso  piirsnf*d  ia  defltrnyiiitj  h(*r  wiis  thr  \>vM  iindrr  the  tire  urn- 
stiiiii'cs,  and  1  fipprove  of  it.  I  wti^  Jiwitre  of  the  <'liaraeter  of  thi?^ 
VPHisel,  and  i-onsitler  her  capture  of  the  utmost  impoi'tauee. 

In  your  cDiiununieutiou  of  the  21,st  you  inform  mo  of  your  intention 
of  sending  home  l>y  the  Maj-ime/ni^ettM  the  serjLi^eant  and  eight  men  who 
were  pieked  up  in  a  boat  and  who  had  eome  out  of  Charleston  Harbor. 
If  \'ou  have  done  ho,  which  1  hope  still  you  may  not,  T  have  to  express 
my  regret.s,  no  one  having  tiuthoritx^  tt*  dispose  of  prisoners  but  myself. 
It  would  have  Imen  of  great  intere.st  to  have  had  these  men  here  t^ 
undergo  the  syHtematie  examination  we  are  in  the  habit  of  giving 
8urh,  and,  besides,  we  are  not  sending  pri.soners  north  now,  having 
some  of  our  own  people  in  Savannah  tor  whom  they  eould  have  btM?n 
exelianwd. 

If  1  had  any  Charleston  pilot*?  I  would  send  them  up  with  pleasure, 
but  sinn^  the  iiloekade  was  established,  now  nearly  two  years,  we  have 
never  had  any;  occasionally  a  coa^st  pilot  has  been  on  hoard  some  of 
the  vessels,  l)ut,  as  a  general  rule,  the  commanders  of  light  vessels, 
by  their  superior  knowledge  of  chait.s,  soon  l]4?come  quite  proficient  on 
the  outnide  work.  I  had  a  buoy  put  on  the  Rattk\snake  to  help  them, 
and  I  can  do  no  more. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Mear-Admirul, 

Commodore  T.  Turner, 

U,  S.  S*  New  frmmd^s^  off  Charleston, 


Eepart  of  Eeai-Mmltal  Du  Pont,  If.  S.  HBVy,  tranimittimg  Ui©  report  of  Lientenant* 
Cominaiider  BaTis,  XI.  S.  Kavy.  oomraanding  U.  S.  B»  Wiiiahickon, 

No.  166.]  Plaoship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  IlarUr,  S.  C,  Aj^U  J,  1S6S, 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  140  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  the 

Department  the  capture,  or,  rather,  running  on  shore  •  of  the  Georgiana, 

1  have  since  received  the  report  of  Lieu tenant-C^ommander  Davis,  of 

the  WimakkJcmi  (marked  No.  1),  together  with  the  papers  that  were 

taken  on  board  of  the  prize  before  sTie  wa>t  destroy  eel. 

These  maj^-  l>e  u>efiil  in  the  future  in  case  any  ijuestion  ariaea  with 
regard  to  the  legality  of  her  destruction. 

I  have  not  received  xmy  inventor}^  of  articles  rescued  from  the  Oeorgi- 
ana  other  than  the  papers,  but  I  imderstund  they  are  all  of  trifling 
value,  it  being  imiK>fssible  to  secure  an^^  of  the  valuable  part  of  her 
cargo  l)efore  slie  wa^s  yet  on  lire  l>y  our  vesael^. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear'Admirat,  Cmndg.  So^ih  Atlantic  BhK'kad!n4f  Sptadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavi/^  Washington,,  I),  (.  \ 


Boport  af  Meiit«iLaal*€«iama]ideT  Davii,  U.  8.  Vary*  commanding  U.  S.  B.  Wiiialiiolroii. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Wissahtckon, 

Off  Charleston  Bar.  S.  <".,  Marrh  19,  1S6S, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  half-past  12  o'clock  la.st  night 
I  discovered  a  ste^imer,  which  had  been  tired  at  by  the  blockatling  ves- 
sels lying  outside  of  iiiy  position,  running  in  for  Charleston.     I  at 
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one9  opened  ray  battery  upon  her,  and  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  the 
stninjfer  to  stop  and  show  a  light,  when  I  ceased  firing,  understanding 
ii  hail  that  he  surrendered,  rp4>n  iipproaehin<f  him,  he  had  ehangred  the 
direi'tion  of  the  vest^el's  head  and  started  off  to  the  northward,  int<>nd- 
inj(  to  run  in  alon^f  the  ljMnu*h.  I  headed  hitu  oil,  usin^j^  all  the  yfuns  I 
eould  bring  to  bear,  pressing  him  hard,  and,  no  doubt  disabled, Tie  mu 
iitrround  about  *2  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Breach  Inlet,  and  displayed  a 
bright  white  light.  I  .stopped  hriiig,  and  dispatched  boats,  in  cfiarge 
of  Lieutenant  S.  Ca-sey,  with  orders  for  all  on  board  to  come  imuiedi- 
ateh^  to  this  yesseL  When  Mr,  Casey  reached  the  steamer  all  hand^i 
had  deserted  her  in  their  boats,  Frepanitions  were  at  once  made  to 
get  the  yessel  otT,  She  proyed  to  be  a  large  iron  steamer,  the  Georgiuna^ 
last  from  Nassau,  New  Proyidence. 

Having  made  signal  for  assistance,  boats  from  the  (Janandaiguu^ 
I/^Htmftmk\  Mff/fpfiJi^  and  Amenca  reported  themselves.  Every  effort 
was  oiade  by  kedging  and  towing  with  this  vessel  to  get  the  steamer 
afloat,  but  without  success.  Before  she  was  deserted  every  means  was 
adopted  under  the  precipitate  flight  of  the  deserters  to  ensure  her  fill- 
ing with  water,  ana  I  have  reason  to  suppose  the  vessers  hull  had  sus- 
tained material  injury  from  our  shot.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stmvesant, 
of  the  Homatmnc^  reported  the  fact  that  the  vessel  was  rapidly  filling. 
Haying  exhausted  every  effort  to  keep  her  free,  and  not  knowing  how 
near  she  was  to  the  rebel   batteries,  I  directed  him  to  secure  all  the 

f property  he  could,  and  set  tire  to  the  steamer.  Just  at  daylight  the 
joats  shoved  off,  the  vessel  having  atont  14  feet  of  water  in  her  hold 
and  being  on  tire.  There  was  not  much  property  saved.  The  oflBcers 
commatuTing  the  boats  were  directed  by  me  to  take  an  inventory  of 
the  articles  they  had  secured,  and  hand  to  me  the  lists.  As  soon  aa 
they  are  rendered  1  will  foi'wai'd  them  to  you. 

I  think  it  quite  probable  when  the  weatlier  moderates  there  may  be 
obtained  some  of  her  cargo  and  machinery.  The  ehamcter  of  the 
cargo  is  not  known,  except  what  was  lying  on  top,  such  as  small  rifled 
guns,  projectiles,  and  Enfield  rifles,  as  no  manifest  was  found, 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  ceased  firing  on  hfAh  occasions  when 
the  light  was  displayed,  understanding  it  to  lie  a  signal  of  surrender, 
and  to  continue  tiring  would  have  been  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
helpless  creatures  and  liarbarous,  but  from  the  conduct  of  those  in 
authority  on  board,  it  is  evident  they  disregarded  honoralde  principles 
by  taking  advantage  of  my  humanity,  for  after  surrendering  tney 
attempted  to  escape  with  the  yesseh  I  was  in  doulit  as  to  continue 
firing  on  her  after  she  got  aground,  although  a  light  was  shown,  but 
I  gave  them  the  benefit  of  adoubt,  supposing  that  they  would  not  repeat 
their  first  offense,  if  such  a  slight  expression  could  fie  applied  to  tneir 
cases. 

With  this  communication  I  send  the  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Pay- 
master Kelsey  and  accompan3nng  papers,  who  was  instructed  to  collec't 
and  presene  all  found  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenmit'  Commmtder. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Commundhig  South  Atlantk  Bhckading  Squadron, 
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U.  S-  Steam  Gunboat  WrssAincKON, 

Off  CharhMon,  March  19,  1863. 
Sm:  I  have  thfi  honor  to  report  that  in  obedieni:^i  to  your  ordei's  I 
proceeded  on  board  the  prize  st/eara-^hip  Oeorgiana  to  take  chai^ge  of 
all  hookn  and  papers  and  attend  to  the  condition  and  preservation  of 
the  cargo;  that  after  careful  search  I  failed  to  discover  either  the  log 
hook  of  the  steaiuer  or  the  manifeBt  of  her  cargo,  and  they  are  sup- 

t>0Hed  to  have  been  taken  away  by  her  ofBeors  when  they  abandoned 
icr. 

I  enclose  such  letter.^  and  papers  as  I  was  able  to  obtain,  sufficient 
in  nature  to  fully  deti^rniine  the  ehanicter  of  the  Geoi'glana  as  a  block- 
ade runner,  if  any  dou!>t  could  have  existed  on  that  point. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  up  to  the  time  when  it  was 
detemiincti  to  tire  and  destroy  the  st-eamer,  hei*  cargo  and  stores 
reamined  untouched  by  any  of  our  men. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfullv,  yours, 

A.  Warren  Kelset, 
Acting  Asdntant  Paymaster. 
John  L,  Davis, 

Lieutenant'  Comrminder. 


Signal  Statiox,  West  Eni>  Sullivan's  Island, 

March  19,  1863—8:  SO  a.  m. 
Three  men  have  just  arrived  from  the  steamer  Oeorgiana^  direct 
from  Liverpool,  now  lying  ashore  off  Long  Island.  The  men  believe 
that  she  has  aboard  of  her  a  verv  large  amount  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance storeiK,  They  ^tate  that  they  believe  that  she  was  burned  after 
they  left  her. 

C,  T.  Haskell, 
Captmn^  Commandrng  Battery  MarnhalL 
General  Trapier. 


Signal  Station,  West  End  Sullivan's  Island, 

March  19^  1863—1  p.  rn. 
The  Georgimia  is  1  mile  off  and  2  up  Long  Island  Beach.     Shall  I 
approach  her  at  low  tide?     She  is  burning  slowly* 

C:  T.  Haskell, 
Captain^  Commandmg  Battery  Marshall, 

General  *L  H.  Trapier. 


Report  of  Captain  Kin^ie,   U*  S,  Arfny^  to  Major- General  Hunter ^ 
tj.  S*  Army^  reyarding  tlie  defenses  of  Savannah^  Oa, 

HdQRS.  DEFARTTtfENT   OF   THE   SoUTH, 

miton  Head,  I\/rt  RoyaL  S.  C,  March  20,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  factii  regarding  the  defenses  of  Savannah  and  the  condition 
of  the  troops  composing  its  garrison:  The  ironclad  battery  OeorytA 
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l\en  just  within  and  close  up  to  the  oljstrui'iions,  commanding  lx>th  the 
North  and  South  ehanneli*.  The  Georgui  i*s  only  afloat  after  lialf-flood 
tide;  her  portholes  are  open,  four  on  each  side  and  one  on  each  end;  she 
can  not  move  unles.s  she  i^  towed  V>v  ?^oiiie  other  vessel.  When  she  was 
launched  one  of  the  cross  pieces  of  the  ways  stuck  to  her  liottoin  and 
is  fast  there  still.  There  are  no  obst laictions*  sin^h  a.s  toi*pedoe.s,  etc*, 
in  the  North  Channel  this  side  of  the  fht^rgln,  ThLn  I  regard  as  true, 
for  it  came  from  three  New  Yorkers  who  belong  to  the  (ref^rt/ui  and 
are  anxious  to  desert;  it  is  also  corroborated  by  the  pilot  of  the  reljel 
steamer  //A/,  who  is  not  a  rebel  at  heart,  and  who  also  told  the  pilot 
of  the  3ltiikitm  that  there  were  no  tomedoes  this  side  of  the  obstntc- 
tions.  Colonel  Barton,  of  Fort  Pulaski,  agrees  to  go  up  the  river  and 
satisfy  you  of  this  last  fact  by  personal  investigation,  if  you  wnsh  it. 
The  pilot  of  the  Malta m*^  who  najs  been  up  on  every  flag  of  tnic^e  and 
has  never  let  the  opportunity  pass  without  finding  out  something  from 
the  pilots  w  ho  come  down  tjn  the  rebel  boats,  and  who  are  old  friends 
of  his,  assures  me  that  the  torpedoes  are  all  inside  of  the  obstructions 
and  that  he  can  take  one  of  oui'  ironclads  within  150  yards  of  the 
(t eon/la.  The  Wejihawken  and  another  of  the  monitors  have  not  yet 
l>een  tried.  From  personal  observation,  and  from  information  that  I 
regard  as  reliable,  I  am  con  Aden  t  that  two  of  our  ironclads  could 
destr<jy  the  Ge*ytgla  in  two  f)r  three  hours.  The  North  Channel  runs 
close  under  Elba  Island,  so  that  our  ironclads  could  lie  within  800 
yards  of  the  Georgm^  having  their  hulls  thus  protected  from  the  fire 
of  Fiirt  Jackson  and  the  batteries  on  Causton  s  Bluff.  The  troops 
designed  for  the  defense  of  Savannah  have  mostly  been  withdrawn  to 
Charleston,  leaving  frf»tn  ly^KM}  to  7,t*00  in  and  around  Savannah.  The 
fortifications  at  CaustonV  Blufl'  are  quite  foiTuidable,  but  are  not  yet 
completed.  I  saw^  the  Fhignl  (or  Atlnnfn)  up  near  Fort  Jackson,  and 
the  unfinished  '^turtle"'  is  up  at  the  city.  The  obstructions  are  made 
of  large  wooden  crates  or  boxes  filled  with  stone  and  then  sunk 
between  tw^o  row^s  of  piles.  The  people  <»f  Savannah  huve  no  confi- 
dence in  the  defenses  of  the  city  and  are  ready  at  any  moment,  if  we 
make  a  vigorous  attack,  to  seek  safety  in  tlight. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

AiiTnuTt  M.  KiNZiE, 
Captain  and  Aid-de-  Camp, 

[EndoFvemeni] 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South^ 

imtim  I  had,  S\  a.  Marehm,  1S63, 
forwarded  to  Admiral  S.   F,   Du  Pont,  commanding 
Blockading  Squadron,  for  his  information.     Captain 
Kinzie  is  a  young  officer  of  excellent  observation  and  his  statement  is 
oommended  to  the  admiraFs  confidence. 

D.  Hunter, 
AfftjoT'  0(^714^7^1^  Commundinq, 


Respectfully 
South  Atlantic 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont^  U*  S*  Nam^  tn  Major- Omeral  ffun- 
ter^  U,  S.  Armyy  regarding  Cmifederate  irfmclads. 

Private.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ( \ ,  March  20, 1863, 
My  Dear  General:  I  thank  you  much  for  the  penisal  of  Captain 
Kinzie's  letter.     It  confirms  what  we  had  been  told  before  of  the  mther 
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helple89  eonditiuTi  of  the  Gmnjitt.  I  can  not,  howevor,  withdniw  tlie 
iiionitors  fnmi  thoir  repairs  hikI  prepamtioiis  for  so  iimrli  more  hni>or- 
tant  work  thiin  her  destriietion.  If  I  euiild  jj;et  at  tU<\  Ju/u/ftl  it  wtmld 
be  much  more  leuiptin^,  for  1  think  Tattnall  will  try  Port  Koyal,  from 
what  I  hear,  a.s  80on  an  you  and  1  leave  it,  and  1  think  j?ometime.s  the 
forts  t>u^ht  to  have  had  traverses.  I  think,  however,  the  Wahu/i  will 
bea^'-reat  hulwark. 

1  think,  too,  that  the  eoionel  at  Piila^'^ki  will  have  to  lie  on  the  look- 
out. 

Thanks  for  the  Savannah  paper,  1  got  nuieh  itrterestinji^  information 
from  the  deserters  and  have  tabulated  it  for  easy  reference;  so  soon  as 
1  can  get  it  copied  1  will  send  it  to  you. 

1  am  detaining  the  ibiiemnugh  for  the  expedition  you  spoke  of. 
1  am,  genemU  yours,  most  truly; 

S.  F.  Du  Font. 

Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Vomimtud!n(j  Dt^purtntrut  aftJu  Soidk. 


Report  of  Commander  Steethnffn^  U,  8.  Nam/^  €07nmandmg  U*  ^V.  &\ 

l*uid  JtNie^^  regardtmj  a  reconmnssan^e  m  St.  John'^H  Rtvtr  to  Jack- 

mmtnlle^  Flu, 

U.  S.  GirNBOAT  Faul  Jones, 
OffJmkmm'^iih\  Fh,.  MnrehW,  186S. 

Admtrai-:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  my  arrival  at  the  mouth 
of  thi.s  river  |St.  John's],  1  immediately  pushed  on  to  tliis  phice,  whicii 
I  found  upon  my  arriving  in  the  quiet  possession  of  Colonel  Higginson, 
with  his  conmiand  of  colored  troops,  who  tw^o  da3\s  previously,  under 
convoy  of  the  gunlMiats  Nonrlrh  and  fh}€(U%  Commander  Duncan,  sen- 
ior officer  in  conunand.  bad  come  up  in  his  transports  and  Iande<l  his 
forces  in  th(*  town  without  meeting  with  the  slightest  resistance. 

Herewith  I  tmnsudt  Commander  Duncan's  report  I  was  informed 
by  Judge  Stickncy,  on  the  day  of  his  leaving  here  in  the  steamer 
A>*/a«,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  obtain  a  large  reinforcement  of 
troops  for  the  purpose  of  holding  this  place  permanently.  I  have  l>een 
obliged  to  remain  nere  to  give  protection  to  the  force  now^  in  possession 
of  the  town,  as  I  did  not  thmk  it  adequate  to  hold  it  without  our 
ass  i  stance. 

The  Bmftm^  with  reinforcements,  is  now^  coming  up  the  river. 

As Jhere  are  but  souie  30  tons  of  coal  at  Fernandina  1  have  decided 
not  to  send  the  Norwich  there  for  a  supply,  Init  will  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure from  the  army  transports  enough  to  last  for  a  eoin>le  of  w^eeks. 
Should  1  not  be  able  to  do  this,  1  wdl  have  to  supply  her  from  tliis 
vessel. 

So  soon  as  the  expf*cted  reinforcements  have  arrived  1  will  make  a 
recontioissance  up  the  river  as  far  as  Falatka;  having  done  this,  and 
finding  that  the  presence  of  this  ves>(el  is  no  longer  necessary,  I  will 
return  to  my  station  agreeably  to  your  instructions. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  1  have  learned  f roui  reliable  sources 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  that  the  steamer  St.  Mitn/n 
hiui  been  r*aised  or  moved  from  the  place  where  she  wiis  sunk  souie 
time  since. 


^jC*th  ATLAxnr  K>«:cjLDa»  ?<krAi»»>s. 


Ai  t^  v^0fm^s^  ctf  CoaHBaader  I^BBCiB  two  iMMCfe*  ptorisioifcs  luiTe 
ni»»«^  f ssm^fii^  to  tiK  Ji)^>rvrvfji  aad  r^kwr.-  Imt  Anb^  tki^  I  am  reduced 
Ur  ^Gt  oito»-  awmtk'±  ^nppir  on  boarcL 

I  aK.  «tr.  Terr  respecCfuDr.  tost  ofaedini  ^ertaat. 

dnwTiTF  Stvzdkas. 

fetf'Admnal  S.  F.  Dr  Foorr. 

/^!>i«Mi^.  So^K  AtljAti^  Bf.rjAMdim^  Sf^adnm.  Fl^ag*kip  Waba*A, 


U.  S.  Siiry.  <r/mmamJimf    n  X  ^-  iAtUHn^ 

FukfisnEP  Wabassu 
Brjri  Bo^  JJdrfer.  A  C  JftfjrA  22.  ISSS. 
Snt:  Too  will  pic&ae  proceed  with  the  mmckd  OtidkiU  ander  Tour 
txmuoMg^  to  Nonh  Ediko.  where  Oiptain  John  Rodger?  will  be  the 
ntnior  officer. 
A  iiteanier  h»  been  engaged  to  tow  too. 
BeflpectfoIlT.  etc. 

&  F.  Dr  P63IT, 

Sear-Admiral. 
Commander  Gh>.  [W.]  B0D6KK&. 

r.  5.  5.  CaiJtm. 

[Similar  order  to  Conmiander  D.  McN.  Fairfax^  U.  S.  S.  Smtudtet.^ 


Beport  of  Bear'Admiral  Du  I\mt^  U.  S.  Sary.  ^f^^  arrirdl  at  Port 
Raycl^  S.  (7..  of  the  C  S.  staresknp  CaurUr. 

No.  145.]  Flagship  Wabash. 

Part  Bcyal  Eoiior,  S.  C.  JfarcA  BS,  ISSS. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
re^terday  afternoon  of  the  L .  S.  storeship  Courier^  Acting  Master 
W.  K.  Oresgy,  commanding. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  POKT, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 


I^ter  from  Bear- Admind  Du  Pont ^  U.  S.  Ninny j  to  Bear-Admiral 
Davis^  U.  S.  Navy^  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation,  requesting  a 
regular  ftigTud  hook  for  theU.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  93,  1863. 
Sir:  A  fterious  accident  came  near  occurring  off  Charleston  with  the 
MaHHachusetts  after  entering  the  line  in  com^uence  of  not  having  the 
re^lar  nignals.  The  greater  caution  now  demanded  of  vessels  occu- 
pying the  numerous  stations  on  this  coast,  I  think,  renders  it  desirable 
imt  Siere  should  be  no  mistake  in  the  intercommunication  between  our 
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vessels.     The  Mffssffrltusiffs  is  rilso,  Uy  the  orders  of  the  Dejmilmfnt, 
fitted  as  a  cruiser,  with  instructions  its  sueh. 

I  would  th(*refore  respectfully  subuiit  to  the  Bureau  that  she  should 
be  fyrtiished  with  a  regular  sig^nal  book. 
Respectfully,  et*?. , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Iie4^ir- Admiral. 
Rear-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis, 

Chief  Bureau  ((f  2^a vitiation. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  IL  S.  2fmjy^  to  Commander  Bahdi^ 
U*  S*  Na\yy.  regarding  the  Jntoying  of  Sfmio  Met. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbm\  S.  C,  March  2S,  186:i. 
Sir:  The  huoys  for  St-ono  entmnce  have  been  put  on  lx»ard  an  arm 3^ 
transport 

You  will  ^dcase  direet  Lieu  tenant-Commander  Bacon  to  take  charge 
of  the  buoymg  of  that  channel,  under  general  instructions  from  you. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  A  dm  iral 
Commander  G.  B,  Balch, 

U*  S,  S.  Pawnee^  St'On/?. 


Letter ^froni  Rear- Admiral  I}u  Pont^  U.  S\  iVJiw/,  to  Bn^jadier-  Get^eral 
Van  Vliety  f/.  S.  Anny^  requmtiiig  that  anny  tramtpfirtH  he  re^trieted 
from  appro€iching  tJie  ohjekuding  fleet  ofl^  Oharlestmi. 

Flaoship  Wababii, 

Port  Rmjal  Harhm^  S.  C,  March  ^S,  ISOS, 
Sir:  The  senior  officer  off  Charleston  informs  me  that  aiToy  trans- 
ports on  their  way  south  frequently  approach  the  blwkading  Heet  at 
night,  even  getting  within  the  lines,  and  on  several  occasions  have 
narrowly  escaped  being  fired  into,  at  the  great  risk  of  loss  of  life  and 
danger  to  the  vessel. 

May  I  ask  you  to  warn  the  captains  of  armv  transports  not  to 
approach  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston,  particidarly  at  nights 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
i  Rear*Adm/raL 

Geneml  Van  Vltet, 

Chief  Quartentumtery  JVmv  York. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Da  Ptmi^  U,  S.  Navy.^  tranHmitting  repm't  of 
the  capture  h/  tlis  U.  S.  S*  Arizona  of  the  Confad'iTaie  sIajov  Aurelia^ 
March  £S,  186S. 

Fi  AOSHrp  "Warari? 

No.  161.]  Part  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C.  Mar^h  28,  mS, 

Silt:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  lierewith  (marked  No,  1)  a  report 

from  Acting  Volunteer   Lieutenant   Upton  of  the  capture  by  the 
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Arh*HUt  of  thi*  Conft^derato  sloop  Anrdla^  on  the  !^3d  instant^  ofl'  Mc 
quito  111  lot* 

The  Arhmm  h)elong's  to  the  Eastorn  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 
Actiitijf  Vohiiitoer  Lieutenant  L'pton  ordered  the  Aurelia  to  this  port 
under  eharge  of   Acting  En.sij^n  Peudexter,  the  ve.ssel  being  unsea- 
worthy. 

1  ordered  a  survey,  aod  if  the  sloop  was  condemned,  to  take  an 
inventory  of  her  cargo;  the  report  is  enclosed  (marked  No.  2).  The 
cargo,  consisting  of  60  hales  of  cottoiu  has  been  tiunsshipped  to  the 
brig  ^A>A7^  Wehh^  Ji\^  ImiiukI  to  l^hiladelphia,  under  charge  of  Acting 
Enjsign  Pendexter.     Bill  of  laxling  enclosed  (inarked  No,  8). 

The  mpers  found  on  board,  and  which  Lieutenant  Upton  had 
enclosed  in  his  t*om  muni  cation  to  yoiu  I  have  forwarded  to  the  United 
States  district  Judge  as  necessary  for  her  condemnation. 

May  1  request  that  the  navy  agcTjt  at  Philadelphia  he  authorized  to 
pay  the  freight,  $50,  in  ac(;ortIance  with  the  t^^rnis  of  the  bill  of  lading? 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol Medico t  sonant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comd^/.  Sauth  Atianiu'  Bhckadmif  Sf/uadrofu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy^  Washington  ^  D,  C. 

[Enclomire.] 

U*  S*  S.  Akizona, 

Off  Mosquito  Inht,  FJ^du;  March  23,  JSGS. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honoi'  to  infonn  the  T)cj>artnient  that  I  have  tl 
day  overhauled  and  taken  possession  of  the  Confederate  sloop  Aureli 
four  days  from  Charleston,  S,  C,  laden  with  60  bales  of  cotton,  bouc 
for  Nassau. 

As  the  vessel  is  hardly  seaworthy  for  a  long  passage,  1  send  her  to 
Port  Royal  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Edward  Pendexter,  with  a 
prize  crew  of  four  men. 

1  resp{*ctfully  enclose  all  the  papers  found  on  Imard,  consisting 
register,  manifest,  shipping  articles,  bill  of  healtb,  and  clearance. 

The  captain  and  four  men,  comprising  the  crew  of  the  vesselj 
retain  as  prisoners  on  board  of  this  vessel  until  1  consult  with  soi3 
senior  officer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  (obedient  servant, 

Danl.  P,  Cpton, 
AcitTiij  Vol/unteer'  IJeidffimtt^  Chmmmultug  ArisonaA 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  oftJie  JVavy^  Wmkim^tan^  D,  C. 


iMiei'  frmn  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Se^yreiary  of  th^  Nijtry^ 
rmuesting  to  he  mformed  aj*  to  tJte  granting  of  pennit^t  to  Svitish 
Hid>jects  to  load  ootton  in  t/is  Savannah  Hiver, 

DKrARTMEXT   OF   STATE, 

Washington,  March  2^^  186S, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  of  yes- 
terday from  Lortl  Lyons,  asking  whether  permits  will  he  gi'antea  to 
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Hritisli  subjocts  to  load  ships  with  rolton  in  the  Saviinnah  River  holow 
Ihe  Confederate  ob.struetions^  and  I  will  thank  you  to  enable  mo  to 
satisfy  the  enquiry. 

1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WttJJAM  H.  Seward, 

Seaxtanj  of  ^^taU* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[EnclcmuTe.] 

Washington,  March  25,  1S6S, 

My  Deak  Sik:  A  Britiish  subject  hws  written  to  ask  uie  k)  enquire 

from  you  whether  3^00  will  grant  permits  to  British  subjects  to  load 

whips  witheotton  in  the  Savannah  Hi ver  below  the  Confederate  ob??true- 

tioDi^.     Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  me  what  answer  1  should  make  J 

Yours,  faithfully, 

Lyons, 
Hon.  WiLLiAii  H.  Seward. 


Letter  fr**m  lion.  Irn  Ilarrm^  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nmry^  tran^tiU- 
ting  letter  from  Nosmn^  Nem  Pramdefwe,  regarding  the  mt/mrnents 
of  blockade  nmners  between  that  pletce  and  Southern  jmrts. 

Albany,  March  2/^,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir;  I  have  just  received  the  enelosed  letter  which  I  deem 
of  sufficient  iraportance  to  plare  it  in  your  hands.  It  discloses  a  state 
of  things  which  few  would  be  prepared  to  believe.  Did  I  not  know" 
the  wTiter  so  well  I  should  at  once  ^\.x  the  statement  was  exaggerate*!; 
but  coming  as  it  does  from  Judge  Bos  worth,  now  the  eliief  justice  of 
the  superior  court  of  New  York,  I  urn  forced  to  believe  every  word 
of  it.  Whether  anything  more  can  fie  done  than  is  already  being  done 
to  break  up  this  regular  and  freouent  communimtion,  by  which  the 
rebels  are  evidently  receiving  muca  aid  and  comfoit,  is  a  question  for 
you  to  consider. 

Yours,  with  esteem, 

Ira  Harris. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seerekfry  of  the  Navy, 

Nassau,  New^  Providence,  March  16^  186S, 
DejVR  Sir:  I  have  been  at  this  ix>rt  since  the  evening  of  the  6th 
instant  and  shall  remain  until  the  13th  of  April 

1  write  in  haste  and  but  a  word.  1  can  not  think  that  our  Govern- 
ment begins  to  know  what  is  going  on  here.  There  are  over  twenty 
swift,  light-dnift  steamei-s  running  regularly  between  this  and  Charles* 
ton  and  Wibnington,  mostly  to  and  from  Charleston.  From  nine  to 
eleven  days  is  the  passage  to  and  fronu  Over  one  million  of  rifles  and 
any  quantity  of  cannon  and  anmumition  have  gone  from  this  port,  the 
stx^amers  bringing  back  cotton  and  other  cargo.  Any  quantity  of  gun 
carriages  lie  here,  for  which  there  is  no  present  demand  in  Diade^ 
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Three  steamers  left  here  Saturday  and  two  arrived  Saturday  night 
and  Monday  morning. 

We  need  three  or  four  fleet  steamers  off  Abaco  light  Our  gunboat 
which  is  about  there  is  too  slow,  and  can  be  run  around  and  away  from 
by  the  blockade  runners. 

They  are  now  shipping  grain  largely  from  this  port  to  Charleston, 
whether  for  seed  or  consumption  I  am  not  advised.  There  is  abundance 
of  coal  here,  and  the  steamers  took  enough  for  a  passage  out  and  back. 
The  passage  is  made  in  about  sixty  hours  to  Charleston. 

It  is  known  here  when  the  steamers  are  to  leave  and  are  expected 
back,  as  well  as  when  steamers  leave  New  York  for  Europe  and  are 
expected  to  return. 

This  information  meagerly  detailed  may  not  be  useful,  but  I  think 

that  these  steamers  run  so  confidently  that  they  might  be  taken  and 

the  business  broken  up  if  some  swifter  steamers  could  surprise  them. 

Yours,  very  sincerely, 


Hon.  Ira  Harris. 


J.  S.  BOSWORTH. 


Order  of  Rea/r'AchniTal  Du  ParU^  U.  S.  Na/oy^  to  Coraniander  Dovmes^ 
U.  8.  Namf^  oornnumdmg  V.  Sf.  S.  Jfahant. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  March  Si,,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  ironclad  Nahant  under  your 
command  to  North  Eklisto,  where  Captain  John  Bodgers  will  be  the 
senior  ofScer. 
A  steamer  has  been  provided  to  tow  you  up. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-AdArnvral. 
Conmiander  Jno.  Downes, 

U.  8.  8.  Nahant. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U.  8.  Nmy^  to  Commamder  Werden^ 
V.  o.  Na/vy^  conirruinding  U.  8.  8.  Conemanghj  to  assume  command 
of  hlockading  station  off  .Georgetown^  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  8.  C,  March  H,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Conemaugh  under  your  com- 
mand to  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  resume  the  charge  of  that  blockading 
station,  relieving  the  8d>ago^  Conmiander  Beaumont,  whose  orders  I 
enclose. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  direct  him  to  take  on  board  the  colony  from 
North  Island.  From  all  I  can  learn  this  had  best  be  done,  but  should 
any  reason  present  itself  on  further  investigation  that  would  induce 
you  to  desire  some  modification  of  the  order,  you  are  authorized  to  use 
your  sound  discretion  in  the  matter. 

You  will  please  take  the  mails,  with  bundles  of  navy  registers,  etc., 
for  the  vessels  off  Charleston  and  for  the  8d>ago. 
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Should  the  ironcladH  move  in  the  nioriiiiig,  you  will  tow  the  Xakant 
to  North  Eclisto,  If,  however,  they  do  not  move^  you  will  proceed 
without  her. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dir  Pont, 

limr- Admiral. 
Commander  Reed  Wehden, 

U*  S*  S,   ConetnaHijh* 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral'  Du  Pont^  U.  iS.  Navy^  to  Cammander  Bean- 
mimt^  U.  S.  Ifavf/^  annmnnding  IT,  S,  S,  SSfif/o,  f**j}rtK^red  t*t  Purt 
Royul^  S.  C.^for  the  removal  of  the  cohmj  mi  Korth  Island, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  RfHjal  /farljor,  S,  a,  Mirck  2^,  IS6J. 

Sib:  On  bein^  relieved  by  the  (kmctnamjh^  Commander  Werden,  in 
charge  of  the  blockade  of  fxeorgetown,  you  will  return  to  Port  Royal 
with  the  Sehago  under  your  command. 

After  dilfo^ent  enquiiy  I  am  induced  to  l>elieve  that  it  will  }>e  to  the 
advantage  of  that  station  and  of  benefit  to  the  people  who  are  there 
that  the  colouy  on  North  Inland  rfhould  })e  removed;  I  have  therefore 
to  direct  that  you  will  take  them  on  board  and  bring  them  to  Port 
RoyaL 

Had  I  a  tran8port  of  any  kind  to  send  up  1  would  relieve  you  from 
this  duty,  but  your  pa^ssago  will  l)e  brief  and  you  muf^t  make  the  bent 
arnmgementiH  you  t*an.  Commander  Werden  is  informed  of  my  views 
on  this  matter. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  J,  C  Beaumois't, 

IL  S,  S.  Sthmjo^  Gemyetoiim^  S*   0. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear- Admiral 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  No/ry  to  Rat r- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S, 
Mm/,  regarding  the  U*  S.  yacht  Amerim, 

Navy  Department,  March  ^5, 1S6S, 
Sir:  You  will  ^^end   the   U,  S.  yacht  America  to  Newport,  R.  I,, 
between  the  10th  and  20th  of  May  next,  for  the  puiT>oses  oi  the  Naval 
Academy, 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifamy* 
Rear-Admii-al  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  Soidh  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Sfuadrmi,  Po^rt  Rotjal^  5.  CI 


Order  of  the  Secretarg  of  the  Nary  to  Rear- Admiral  Da  Pont^  U.  S* 
Navy^  requesting  repf>rf  and  suggestion  regarding  the  ironclads* 

Navy  Department,  March  25^  186S, 
Sir;  The  Department  desires  the  commanding  officers  of  the  iron- 
clads to  report  frequently  w'ith  regard  to  the  qualities  of  those  vessels 
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and  to  make  any  suggestions  which  experience  may  dictate  for  their 
improvement. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta7*y  of  the  Nany. . 

Rear- Admiral  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Ccnndg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Syuadron^  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Rexvr- Admiral  Du  Poiit^  U.  S.  Namf^  to  the  coramamdinjg 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  Coast- Survey  steamer  Bihb  for  the  tramsportation 
of  articles  for  the  repair  of  the  irondads  in  JSorth  Edisto  lii/ver. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  26,  186S. 
Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  the  Bibh^  under  your  com- 
mand, a  ceilain  quantity  of  iron  plates  and  take  them  to  North  Edisto 
for  the  monitors  now  there,  and  also  two  bronze  saddles,  or  yokes,  for 
the  Catskill  and  Nant^wket.  Chief  Engineer  Stimei's,  with  a  party  of 
workmen,  will  go  with  you. 

On  your  arrival  you 'will  report  to  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the 
Weehawketi,  senior  officer,  returning  to  this  port  without  delay. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  Platt, 

U.  S.  Coa^st- SuTDey  Steadier  Bihb. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Rodders, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S,  Weehawken,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  workmen  on  the  ironclads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  25,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Bibb  takes  up  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  a  party  of  work- 
men, and  some  iron  plates  to  cover  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms  of 
the  ironclads  now  in  North  Edisto,  with  two  bronze  saddles  for  the 
Xl-inch  guns  of  the  Catskill  and  Nantucket. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  do  the  best  you  can  for  the  comfort- 
able accommodation  of  the  mechanics  who  go  up,  in  the  same  manner 
which  was  provided  for  them  here. 
Please  send  the  Bibb  back  as  soon  as  she  delivers  the  above  articles. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rea/r-Ad/in  iral. 
Captain  Jno.  Rodgers, 

TJ.  S.  S.  WceJiawken,  North  Edisto. 
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mtml  as  cu'thf/ inuiiter  ttf  the  executive  ojficer  oyt/w  U.  S,  Coaat'Sut' 
im/  stmnief*  Bibb> 

No.  153.1  FiJiGSHip  WabavSh, 

Purl  Royal  JIarfm\  S.  C  Mtrchm,  IHG3, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  ttj  iiiforiii  the  Deimrtuient  that  I  have 
apfH^inted  Robert  Piatt,  at  pie.siMit  cxot'utive  omcor  of  the  U.  S.  (Joust 
Sur\'ey  steamer  Blbh^  i\s  arthit;  enni^'-n  m  the  U.  8.  Navy  from  the 
1st  of  Mareh,  this  beiuf^  the  lu«^'he.st  appoirxtmetit  I  ean  eonfer.  I 
would,  however,  recommend  that  the  Department  .should  ^ive  him  the 
appointment  of  aeting  master  from  the  same  date.  Mr.  Phttt  has 
been  of  great  service  in  this  squadron,  is  an  educated  and  thorough 
seatnan,  and  is,  moreover,  fcompetent]  to  pik>t  the  tieet  into  Charleston 
Harlx>r,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  his  knowledge  of  the  channels 
exceeds  tliat  of  any  of  the  few  pilots  we  have  here,  and  for  which 
perilous  service  he  Ws  patrioticallv  vohinteered, 

I  may  add  tluit  there  are  two  otoer  pilots  in  the  s([uadron  holding 
the  position  of  acting  master,  which  la  a  further  reason  fur  making 
the  appointment. 

Very  respeetfuilv,  3' our  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral^  Oortidg.  St^uth  Atlantic  Blockading  tSquadfrmi, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secj^lary  of  the  Nacij^WtLxhinfftoyi,  />.  t- 


Ordcr  of  Rmr- Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S.  iV«??^,  t^}  Comtmmdtr  Parrott^ 
U.  S.  N(wy^  commandimj  U.  S,  S,  Aiigmta^  to  proceed  t^j  duty  mi 
the  Cfuirlmtmi  blQckud<u 

Flagship  Wabahh, 
Por(  Royal  IIm^oi\  S.  C  Jfirrh  20,  IS6X 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  with  the  Atu/mia  under 
your  comniarid  and  report  to  Commodore  Turner,  senior  officer,  for 
Idockaditm  duty. 

You  will  tow  up  the  schooner  St/'tnij),  with  hides  and  sand  and  a 
hose  for  the  /nmMdt^.s^  express  matter,  etc. 
Respectful^,  etc., 

S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Hear-Adrmnd, 
Conmiander  E.  G.  Parbott, 

U*  S.  S*  Auymta,  Port  RayaL 


Letter  from  VommaruL^r  Stcmiman,,  U,  H.  JVavy^  t^j  Majorr*  Getwral 
Hunter  J  IK  S,  Army^rtynrding  tlo-  amumption  of  Cfmmiand  at  dock- 
8anviMt\  Fla.^  by  VoUmel  Rmt^  U.  S,  Army. 

U,  vS.  GuNB<-^AT  Fall  ,Iones, 
(PfJackj<oiuu!b',  Fhi,.  March  M,  1863. 
(tener^il:  I  deciTi  it  my  duty  U\  inform  you  that  it  was  ai  the  car- 
nest  solicitation  of  Judge  Stickncy  and  myself  that  Colonel  Rust  reluc- 
tantly consented  to  assume  the  command  of  the  forceii  at  this  point. 

N    W    K — VOL    i;^ alt 
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Judge  Stk'kucy  will  <M»mimink'at<?  tx>  you  in  full  our  reasons  for 
urtifiijir  upon  Colonel  Hust  the  neccj^8ity  of  his  so  doing. 

1  have  tin*  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resixjctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Charles  8teedman,] 

Comtnandei 
Major-CTeneral  Hunter, 

Cbitmiafidifuj  Departrtieiit  of  the  South. 


hatter  from  ths  St^ret^rif  of  the  Ntwy  to  thi  Secrctartj  if  StMe^  re^pnn<l- 
uig  to  enquiry  rtgar  ding  permits  for  British  stihjects  to  load  cotton  iih 
Savann^m  Hiver. 

Navy  Department,  March  ^7,  IS6X 
,  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  24th  instant,  enclosing  a  copj-  of  a  note  addressed  to  vou  by  Lord 
Lyons,  who  desires  to  be  informed  if  British  subjeets  will  lie  permitted 
to'  load  ships  with  cotton  in  the  Savannah  River,  below  the  Confeder- 
ate obstructions. 

In  reply  I  would  state  that  I  am  aware  of  no  authority  to  gi^ant  per- 
mits  for  shipment  of  cotton  in  the  blockaded  region.  Port  Royal  is 
the  only  plaee  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah  from  which  such  shipmeuta 
can  legally  l>e  made. 

Very  respeetfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  ff  Stats. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tJie  J^auy  to  Jimr-Adtmral  Du  Pont^  U.  S, 
Jyiipy^  reyardin<g  prize  cases  pendiJig  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Washington,  Mar^h  27,  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir;  I  duly  received  yours  in  regard  to  the  prize  ca.8ea! 

E ending  l^efore  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  time  your  letter  was  written, 
ut  which  had  been  argued  and  submitted  to  the  court  when  it  came  to 
hand.  Mr.  Davis  would  have  been  authorized  to  appear  in  your  behalf 
had  it  been  known  that  you  desired  it. 

The  disposition  of  the  (*ascs,  you  will  have  learned,  was  favorable  on 
every  ptdnt.  It  has  gone  abroad  that  the  court  stood  five  to  four,  but 
I  have  been  informed  that  Judge  Catron^  counted  m  one  of  the  four, 
abstained  from  giving  an  opinion^  not  having  made  himt^lf  sufficiently 
familiar  with  the  law  and  facts. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  result,  though  late. 

We  are  all  looking  with  great  earnestness  and  confidence  to  your 
squadron  at  this  time-  This  is  natural  and  to  be  expected.  I  offer  no 
suggestions  or  opinitui  or  washes  w^hlch  I  would  have  control  your 
action.  It  is  and  has  been  my  aim  to  strentrthen  and  assist  you  so  far 
as  in  me  lay,  and  trust  to  your  counige,  skill,  and  sagacity  for  the  rest. 

The  i'tmntry  is,  as  usual,  impatient  with  us  all,  but  the  fault-hnders 
are  less  reckless  and  abusive  than  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  war. 
Hut  were  they  a^  censorious  as  ever  they  should  not  ht*  permitted  to 
precipitate  ineonsidenito  action. 
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I  am  iticlliied  to  believe  the  rebel?*  are,  and  for  some  time  have  been, 
strengthening  their  defenses  quit€  as  vigorouylj  as  we  are  preparing 
for  the  offeni?ive.  You,  however,  are  better  informed  than  we  ai'e,  I 
presume,  on  these  subjectii. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  tone  and  feeling  of  the 
country  during  the  Ia«t  few  wecks^  which  at  times  surprises  me,  for 
there  have  been  no  great  sueces^es  to  inapire  the  change.  It  indicates, 
I  thiiik,  persistency  and  high  resolve  in  this  ^reat  struggle,  and,  I  flat- 
ter myself,  increasing  conhdence  in  our  heroic  leaders. 

Nothing  decisive  is  yet  received  from  Farragnt  mid  Potter,  though 
expectation  in  that  direction  almost  equals  that  toward  Charleston. 

My  heart  and  best  wishes  are  with  you,     God  grant  you  a  great 
success.     It  always  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  oJBBcially  and 
unoflicially,  and  I  hope  you  will  often  gratify  me. 
Yours,  truly, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F,  Du  Pont, 

South  Afhfitic  Squadrmi. 


Repo7't  of  Rmr-A^lmiiral^  Du  Pont^  U^  S,  Naitt/y  tranmnitting  report 
of  the  commanding  ojfirer  of  the  U*  S.  fronemd  Keokuk^  regaraing 
the  passage  from  Mampton  Boards  to  Port  EoyaL  S.  C. 

No.  156*]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  IlaiUr,  S.  C,  March  ^7,  IS63. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  here 
yesterday  afternoon,  in  gooa  order,  of  the  V.  S.  ironclad  steamer 
I\eokuk\  accompanied  by  tne  tug  Gftvernnr. 

Enclosed  {marked  No.  1)  is  a  copy  of  Commander  Rhind's  report  of 
the  passage  from  Hampton  lloads  to  this  port.  She  will  be  ready  for 
service  jp  three  days. 

vvii'i^^iW^y  respectf uFly,  your  otedicnt  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtr  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral'^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Bh^ck^iding  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellek, 

Secretari/  of  the  iVa?^^,  Wmhinz/tan.,  D,  C\ 

U.  S.  Steam  Battery  Keokuk, 

Port  Rof/ql,  3[arch  26,  IS6S. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel.  We  left 
Hampton  Roads  on  Sunday  evening  at  t>  o'clock,  ufter  a  detention 
of  several  hours  by  fog.  On  the  passage  down,  in  tt>w  of  steam  tug 
Govenuw^  we  had  rough  weather  after  passing  Capt^  Lookout  Shoals, 
In  a  heavy  sea  the  vessel  rolls  deeply,  out  etusily.  I  consider  her  a 
gooJ  and  safe  vessel  at  sea.  The  convoy  steamer  h\  B.  Hale  was  lost 
sight  of  CHI  Tuesday  evening  in  a  heavv  squalh  When  the  engines  are 
worked  more  and  in  good  ordt*r  the  heokuk  will  be  able  to  go  without 
convoy,  and  I  think  will  attain  a  speed  of  over  1*  knot«  in  smooth  water. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

A,  C,  Rhtnd. 

(  \muntmder, 
Rejir- Admiral  S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Command ing  Stndh  Atlantic  Mlockmlmg  &j[uadron. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Ihi  Pont^  U,  S.  Ncmf^  of  the  arrvoal  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  C,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  KB.  Hale. 

No.  157.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

P(yrt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  27,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  here 
this  morning  of  the  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale,  Acting  Lieutenant  E.  Brod- 
head  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutena/iit  Brodhead,  U.  S.  Na/vy^  commamMng 
U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale,  regarding  the  dady  performed  oy  that  vessel  as 
escort  to  the  U.  S.  i/rorumd  Keokuk. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 
Part  Royal,  S.  C,  March  «7, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  this  vessel 
sailed  from  Newport  News,  in  company  witn  the  Keokuk,  on  the  22d 
instant,  and  accompanied  her  till  the  latitude  of  Cape  Fear  was  reached, 
on  the  24th,  when  a  head  wind  and  sea  prevented  me  from  making  more 
than  2  knots  per  hour  and  from  longer  keeping  up  with  the  Keokuk. 
I  accordingly  shaped  my  course  for  this  port,  where  I  arrived  at  1 
o'clock  p.  m.  to-day  and  reported  to  Admiral  Du  Pont. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edcjar  Brodhead, 
Actvng  lAeutenant,  Commxmding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Nimy,  to  Acting  Master 
Baker,  TJ.  S.  Niwy,  commandirw  U.  S.  yacht  America,  to  proceed 
to  duty  on  the  Charleston  hlockac£e. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
P(yrt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  27,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  yacht  America  }inA<QY  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  T.  Turner, 
senior  officer  present 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Master  J.  Baker, 

U.  S.  Yacht  America. 
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rder  of  RfaT'Afhmral  I)u  Pont^  U>  S.  ^ut^t/^  to  tfw  senmr  qfficei*  in 
A7.  SlmtniH  Somtil^  rt^jardmij  the  rdief  of  the  U.  S*  aS\  MaH^Uh^d 
m  WamaiD  Sound.  Gwrgla. 

Flagship  Wababh, 
P^yrt  Baikal  Harbor,  8.  (1,  March  ^7,  186S. 
Sib:  You  will  please  send  up  the  Potomska  or  Wammdtu^  whichever 
may  be  in  best  condition,  to  relieve  the  MmMefmtd  m  Wiissaw,  taking 
the*  most  .suitable  position  when  there  to  enable  her  to  patw  out  should 
yhe  be  threatened  bj  any  superior  force. 
Eeijpectfullv*  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Captain  C.  Steedman, 

Or  Senior  Officer  IW^ent^  St,  Simmies* 


Report  of  Commander  Balc/u  U,  S.  Nairy^  senior  officer  in  Ston^  InUt^ 
South  Carolifuiy  regardinif  mwal  cooperatimi  extended  in  a  viUitary 
reccmrioissanee  on  Volets  Ishnd* 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawkeb, 
Stom  Inlet,  South  Carolimi,  Man-h  27,  JSOS, 

Sir:  The  One  hundredth  Regimen t.^  Colonel  Dandy,  hajs  jnst  been 
landed  on  Cole's  Island,  1  have  furnished  him  with  everything  in  my 
power  to  effect  their  landing*  In  coming  in  ye>iterday  tHe  Exponndtr 
struck  on  the  Noith  Brenker,  and  1  inmiediately  proceeded  in  the 
Cofmmxli/re  McDonuugh  to  her  assistance,  and  in  the  effort  to  aid  the 
JExpotmder  the  MeDortomjh  struck,  reiimining  on  shore  till  9  p.  dl  ^  when 
she  came  off,  uninjured,  as  far  as  we  nin  judge*  The  Pawnei^s  boats 
rendered  all  the  assistance  possible.  At  daylight  this  morning  Captain 
Bacon  led  in  and  anchored  near  Cole's  Island;  the  troops  were  landed, 
and  I  aecomixmied  Colonel  Dandy  in  a  reconnoissance  over  the  island, 
pointing  out  the  different  localities,  I  received  by  the  army  transporti^ 
your  order  in  reference  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon's  buoying  the 
Stono  entrance,  and  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  buoys  from  the  tmns- 
poita  and  the  weather  permits  he  will  proi*eed  on  that  duty*  I  have 
nothing  of  importance  to  report  in  I'egard  to  the  enemy  in  this  locality. 
Captain  Grai*field  arrived  to-day  at  11  a.  m,  and,  in  obedience  to  ordei-s 
to  Dim,  I  hasten  to  dispatch  him  to  Port  Royal  by  this  tide. 

He  would  be  very  useful  in  the  event  of  sending  more  transports 
into  Stono, 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  on  this  station. 
Verj^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo*  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Senii/t  Officer  I^reseni, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comd^.  Smith  Atlantic  Bl4)ckading  Sqnadron, 


790  SOUTH   ATLAHTIC  BL0CKADI9G   SQUADBOV. 

Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Aries^  iy  the  C  S.  S.  Stettin,  in  JB^dT* 
Bay,  South  Candina,  March  28. 1S€S. 

B«f0it  vf  BMr-Aaairml  Dm  Tm%,  V.  S.  Msvy,  tri— ittif  rvport  vf  tt«  < 

'•rtk«V.  S.S.ttottia. 


No.  162.]  Flagship  Waba^ 

P</rt  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  March  Sl^  186S. 
Sib:  I  herewith  forward  (marked  No.  1)  the  report  of  Acting  Master 
Edward  F.  Deveiis«  of  the  Stettin,  detailing  the  circomstaiices  of  the 
capture  of  die  English  steamer  Aries,  <hi  the  28th  instant,  in  attempt- 
ing to  run  the  blockade  off  BulFs  Bay. 

Acting  Master  Devenn  brought  the  steamer  into  this  port,  and  I  haire. 
after  Hupplying  him  with  a  crew,  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Boston. 
in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Department. 

Acting  Ma8ter  Devens^  health  is  not  good,  and  as  the  prize  is  yalu> 
able,  and  her  cargo  consiists  largely  of  liqaor,  I  deemed  it  b^t  to 
send  him  home  in  charge  of  her.  ^  He  has  been  detached  from  the 
Stettin,  and  that  vessel  will  be  pat  in  command  temporarily  of  80Qie 
acting  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  WelueS; 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington.  D.  C. 


B«f0it  of  Aetiaf  Bftitor  Deroat,  V.  S.  Vatj,  eommABdiag  U.  S.  S.  Btettia. 

Pbize  SrEABfER  Abies, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  March  29,  1863. 
Sib:  I  would  most  respectfully  make  the  following  report  in  regard 
to  the  capture  of  the  English  nt^mer  Aries,  while  endeavoring  to  run 
the  })lockade  off  Bull's  Bay: 

At  12:45  a.  m.  of  the  28th  instant  a  -steamer  was  discovered  stand- 
ing to  the  westward.  I  immediately  got  all  ready  and  slipped  mv 
anchor,  and  when  the  steamer  was  inside  of  me  and  near  shoals  in  this 
place  commenced  firing  at  him,  at  the  same  time  following  him  as  fast 
as  poHHible.  Finding  the  water  to  shoal  very  fast,  I  anchored  in  3 
fatnoins.  At  early  daylight  saw  the  above  steamer  ashore  on  the 
south  end  of  Petrel  Bank.  I  immediately  armed  and  equipped  the 
iKmts'  crews,  and,  taking  cx)mmand  in  person,  I  went  on  board  and 
took  posHCHsion  of  her  as  a  prize  to  the  (j.  S.  Uovernment. 

Found  her  to  be  aground  astern;  commenced  shifting  cargo  forward. 
At  7  a.  m.  she  came  off.     I  proceeded  to  Charleston  with  her,  and  was 
ordered  by  Commodore  T.  Turner  to  report  to  jou  at  Port  Royal, 
Lieutenant  Kobeson  taking  command  of  the  Stettin. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F.  Devens, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad/roii. 
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Aoport  of  R6aT^Admira]  Dm  Font,  IT,  8.  Kavyi  regarding  arrangementa  for  tending  the 

priie  nortb. 

No.  16H»J  Flausiiit  Wahasii, 

PfiTt  Roynl  Ihrht^r,  S.  <'.,  3fareh:ih  Ism. 

Silt:  In  II  prerioiL'^  dispatt-h  (No.  li'^2)  I  litiv*^  informed  the  Depart- 
ineiit  of  the  capture  of  th*^  piizi^  stt^iinier  J/vVx. 

A,s  it  18  im[X)iBsible  to  funiish  tlio  prize  with  engineers  and  iiremen 
to  take  her  north  without  great  detriment  to  the  public  serviee,  I  have 
made  an  arrangement  with  two  engineers,  William  (Jnrkif>p  and  Wil- 
liam Matid,  and  six  firemen,  John  F.  King,  Edward  i'rook,  Harry 
Warner,  John  L.  Samuels,  William  Chad  wick,  and  Joseph  O^lwoocf, 
of  the  captured  vessel,  to  pay  the  former  $3  a  dav  and  f !ie  lattet'  ^'2 
per  day  from  the  HOth  day  of  March,  instant,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Arffi<  in  Boston. 

I  have  also  made  an  arrangement  with  the  eook,  Joseph  Alphonse, 
to  pay  him  at  the  i*ate  $1  per  day  from  the  30th  of  March  until  the 
arrival  of  the  prize  in  Boston. 

Ck)mniodore  J.  B,  Montgomery  has  been  informed  of  this  arrange- 
ment, hut  iiia}^  I  request  the  Department  to  authorize  him  by  telegraph 
to  make  the  above  piymentsif 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  F.  Du  Pont, 
RmT'AdmiraL  Comdg,  Smith  Atluntw  Blockading  Sqimdrrm, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretarij  of  the  Navy^  Wmhmgtoru 


Order  of  Eear-Admiral  Ba  Font,  U«  B«  Navy,  to  Acting  Uaiter  DeToni,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to 
pro&eed  north  in  oommand  of  the  prise. 

Flagship  W^abash, 
Pmi  Royal  narhor,  8,  i\,  March  S(K  J^^OJ. 
Sik:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U,  S.  S,  Stettin  Bnd  ordered 
to  take  command  of  the  prize  steamer  Arle^, 

You  will  proceed  with  the  Arien  to  Boston  and  deliver  her,  the  per- 
sons retained  as  witnesses,  the  cargo,  and  the  papers  (which  are  all 
that  were  found  on  board)  to  the  U,  8.  prize  commissioners,  taking 
their  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Ariej<  was  captured  by  the  Stettin  under  your  command,  and 
3^ou  will  communicate  the  full  particulars  thereof  to  the  prize  eommls- 
sioners. 

On  your  arrival  at  Boston  you  will  report  to  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  showing  him  these  orders.     You  will  also,  without  delay,  aft^r 
reporting  to  the  U,  S,  prize  commissioners,  call  upon  the  U,  S.  district 
attorney  and  deliver  to  him  the  accompanying  i'omnumication* 
You  will,  on  your  arrival,  report  to  the  Department  by  letter, 
Kespectfullyj  etc,, 

S.  F.  Di   Pont, 

Reftr-AdmimL 
Acting  Master  E*  F.  Devens, 

In  Charge  1^2s  SUamer  Arf^. 
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Ftttitio&  of  eaptnred  iMuiengen  to  ho  lent  to  Smvannah  or  CliArleeton  under  &a^  of  tm«e. 

On  Boakd  of  the  Ahie^. 

IWf  Royal „ , . 


Sir:  We,  the  iindersi«rnecl,  passt^ngers  in  the  nhip  nod  Span  in  h  Hub- 
jects,  beg  of  you,  with  all  Htteiition,  to  allow  us  to  he  neiit  to  Saviinnah 
or  Oharlestiju  under  flacf  of  truce,  so  an  to  relieve  the  auxiet3^  of  our 
faiuilies  and  to  he  able  to  see  them. 

Ah  under  word  of  honor  wt^  all  <'an  sjiy  that  none  of  n.s  has  at  pre^^ent, 
neither  liad  before,  anythinj;  t^»  <lo  with  regard  to  help  in  any  way  the 
South  or  North  in  this  unfortunate  war,  and  that  undei"  this  true  promise 
and  convietion  we  takr*  the  liberty  to  beg  of  you  the  mentioned  par- 
ticular favor. 

If  you  are  kind  enough  to  accept  oui'  pi'tition,  we  will  take  another 
lil>erty,  as  the  allowam-e  to  take  with  us  and  with  our  baggage  8omo 
cigars  and  other  triHes  that  we  earry  in  our  rooms  for  our  exclusiv^e 
use  and  our  families,  which  things  are  not  in  the  manifest  of  the  ship. 
If  it  is  not  in  your  power  the  allowance  we  l>eg  to  lie  sent  under  flag 
of  tiiice,  then  we  beg  to  l>e  transshipped  t^>  the  next  mail  lx)at  to 
North,  as  here  now  is  very  uncoinfortalde  to  leave. 

Trusting  that  you  will  attend  onr  jnst  petitions,  and  assuring  you 
that  will  ever  tind  out  anything  contrary  to  our  statement  to  regret, 
we  send  vou  anticipated  thanks  and  oldigations. 

We  are,  sir,  \'our  most  obedient  servants,  etc*^ 

Victor  Mat/; a. 
Antomo  Salcedo. 
Emilid  Puiz* 

The  honorable  Admiral  Dr  Poxt, 


Letter  &om  Besr* Admiral  Dn  Fontp  U,  S.  Havjt  to  the  captared  paBaen^efi  of  the  priiOi 
declining  to  gr&Qt  their  petitton, 

Flaorhip  Wabash, 

Pfwt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  a,  March  ^9,  1863. 
Gentlemen:  Your  request  to  be  sent  to  Savannah  or  Charleston,  I 
regret  to  inform  you,  can  not  be  gi-anted. 

You  have  l>cen  engaged  in  an'  attempt  to  violate  the  law  of  the 
blockade,  and  you  can  not  expect  to  escape  the  inconvenienceH  conse- 
quent  thereto*  You  will  be  sent  north  by  the  tirst  convenient  oppor- 
tunity. 

If  you  desire  to  write  to  your  families  in  either  Charleston  or  Savan- 
nah, I  will  forward  the  letters,  of  course  unsealed^  by  the  tirst  Hag  of 
tnice. 

Private  effects  which  you  have  had  in  your  rooms  intended  for  \^our 
own  use  and  not  for  trade  you  will  be  permitte<l  to  take  with  you, 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  Capbtin  Dcvens. 
KeBpectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-  Admiral. 

Messrs.  Victor  Maloa,  Antonio  Salcedo,  and  Emilio  Pmz,  ^ms. 
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^V      Letter  from  Colonel  Morgan,  V.  8.  Atmj,  to  Rear-Admiral  Ba  Post  IT.  8.  Nairy*  MgardiJif 

^H  the  pilot  of  the  prixe  steamer  Ariea. 


Hdqrs.  NiNETiK-n!  Nkw  York  Voluni^ekiis, 

Jm/  Wf'^t.  Fh.,  April  ^0,  ism. 

Admiral:  Having  noticed  the  capture  of  the  wteamer  /Im^  by  the 
TJ.  S.  ^uiihoat  Sfettw,,  among  the  rrew  of  which  I  ob?<orve  tht'  niin*e 
of  Simpson  Adkins,  reputed  to  bo  one  of  the  most  expert  i>ib>t.s  upon 
the  Southern  coa^t,  l>elieving  it  p  part  of  my  dutien  to  aid  and  assiMt 
in  bringfiiig  to  justice  all  otfenders  against  the  lawy  of  my  country,  1 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  this  man  Adkins  is  an  o!d  offender,  he 
ha\Tng  once  before  Ijcen  taken  in  the  same  capacity  and  brought  to 
this  port,  and  f  y  my  order  confined  in  Fort  Taylor  for  blockade  run- 
ning; liut  upon  representations  being  made  of  his  good  character  and 
reliability,  J  released  hitn,  upon  his  giving  his  parole  oi  honor  nt»t  to 
leave  the  island^  allowing  him  the  limit.s  of  the  same.  He  l>roke  his 
parole  and  escaped  from  the  island  during  the  night,  and  when  next 
heard  from  was  on  the  mairdand.  Thinking  the  above  information 
might  be  of  importance  to  you  in  dealing  witli  his  case,  I  have  taken 
the  lilxM'ty  of  forwarding  the  same  to  you  for  your  consideration* 

I  have  the  honor,  tidmiral,  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jos.  S.  Morgan, 
Colonel  NhiHiHh  Iff^o  Vark  Volunit-ers. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont, 

Von^j,  Soutfutrn  BUwkading  Squadnm^  Port  Rr>yal^  S\  C 


Report  of  Captmn  Sttmfmmi^  IL  8.  JVam/^  regarding  tJw  dispatching 

of  the  U,  6\  S,  Wmmufia  tv  Wftmav^  ^oujid,  Georgia* 

U.  S,  Gunboat  Paul  •Tones, 

SL  Simon' h,  Gem-glu,  March  29,  ISSS, 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowdedge  the  receipt  of  your 
coiumnnication  of  the  'llih  ultimo. 

Tlie  WaifijKuUa^  being^  the  most  efficient  vessel,  will  be  dispatched 
forthwith  to  Wassaw^  to  relieve  the  Jfarhlth^ad. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olH*dient  servant, 

Chahlks  Stkkdman, 
Captain  and  Seni<^r  (Jfficer  Prt'strnt* 

Rear -Admiral  S,  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coirmmnding  South  Atlantic  Mlockading  Sqnndron. 


Order  of  Captaifi  Stecdman^  U.  S,  Nofisy,  to  Acting  Volunie^  Li^ut^enani 
Jfittredge^  U.  S.  Natry^  to  proceed  to  the  rdiejoftke  JT.  8.  S.  Mar- 
hlehead  in  Wasmiw  Stmnd, 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Faui.  Jones, 
SL  Siotnn-M  Soinid,  Gemyi^i.  Morrh  29,  1S6S. 
Sm:  Proceed  with  the  Wm?imttta  under  your  command  to  Warsaw 
to  relieve  the  Mafile/i^ad, 
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Yon  will  please,  when  there,  take  the  most  suitable  position   to 
enable  you  to  pass  out  should  you  be  threatened  by  any  superior  force. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Ktitredoe, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  WammMa. 

Duplicate  sent  by  PavlJones^  Jr.^  and  schooner  Hope. 


Report  of  Commander  Duncan^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  eoaeuatton 
of  Jacksonville^  Fla.^  hy  the  U.  S.  Army  forces  March  £9,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Norwich, 
St.  John's  River,  March  SO,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  die  29th, 
the  troops  evacuated  the  city  of  Jacksonville.  Before  leaving  they 
destroyed  the  greater  part  of  the  city,  including  two  of  the  churches, 
the  Catholic  and  Episcopal,  also  warehouses,  etc.  We  arrived  here  on 
die  evening  of  the  same  day,  and  the  transports  have  been  detained 
here  on  account  of  the  weather,  which  has  oeen  such  as  to  prevent 
them  from  going  out;  they  will  leave  as  soon  as  the  weather  will 
permit. 

The  Pavl  Jones  arrived  on  the  12th  to  allow  me  to  go  to  Femandina 
for  coal,  but  as  I  learned  that  there  was  not  sufficient  thtfre  for  me  I 
took  from  the  Pond  Jones  30  tons  of  coal,  of  which  I  let  the  army  trans- 
port John  Adams  have  8  tons. 

By  order  of  Captain  Steedman.  the  John  Adawjsyf^xA  to  Femandina 
and  got  38  tons  of  navy  coal.     On  her  return  she  let  the  Uncos  have 
12  tons,  leaving  a  balance  of  34  tons  due  the  navy  from  the  army. 
We  have  on  ooard  of  this  vessel  about  25  tons  of  coal  on  hana. 
1  shall  keep  both  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  for  the  future. 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Duncan, 
Commander  and  Senior  Offi>cer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Part  Royal,  S.  C. 


Capture  of  tlie  schooner  Nellie,  hy  the  U.   S.  S,   South  Carolina,  off 
CharlesUm,  S.  C,  March  29, 1863. 

Report  of  Sear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Havj,  tranmitting  report 

No.  193.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal.  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  20, 1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Nellie 
by  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolima,  Commander  J.  J.  Almy,  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  off  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  about  25  miles  northeast  of 
Port  Royal. 

The  vessel  was  brought  here,  and,  after  survey,  condemned,  her  hull 
appraised,  and  an  inventory  taken  of  her  cargo.     The  report  is  here- 
h  enclosed  (marked  No.  1). 
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Her  cargo  of  L-otton  hsis  beon  tmiisshipped  to  i\\p  siolioonc*r  S/i/tf*l\o{ 
which  Kif'hanl  IWstori  is  nijistt'i\  and  ronsigrnni  tu  the  V.  S.  prizo 
L'oniiniMsioiiers  at  New  York.  Only  one  paper  wan  found  on  Iwanl, 
Imt  the  captain  and  erew  admitted  that  they  had  run  out  of  Charlenton 
a  few  nights  previous*     They  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  the  U*  8.  S. 

JIf/fipAlH, 

Enclosed  (marked  No.  2)  is  a  list  of  the  offieors  and  erew  of  the 
U»  y.  S.  South  Carolina  entitled  to  prize  money. 
Verj"  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Sear-Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Athmiie  Blockading  Sqitmlfmi 

Hon*  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Na'iyy,  WaHhingUm.  P.  C 


Eeport  of  Commutder  Almy,  U.  S.  Nftvy^  oommftndiiLg  U.  8.  8.  South  Oarolinft 

U.  S.  S«  South  Carolina, 

Of  Chnrlmtnn,  March  39,  1863. 
Sm:  I  hereby  report  that  to-day,  on  my  passage  from  Port  Royal 
to  this  anchorage,  when  distant  from  the  former  |)lace  *J5  miles,  I  dis- 
covered a  sloop  bearing  E,  by  S.,  distant  5  or  *>  miles.  Stood  for  and 
overhauled  her,  when  I  ascertained  that  her  name  was  Nellie^  of  35 
tons^  though  there  was  no  name  on  the  stern,  arid  she  has  a  cargo  of 
74r  bales  of  cotton.  The  captain's  name  is  John  H.  Butler,  and  he 
states  that  be  left  Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant,  bound 
along  the  coast.  The  crew,  all  told,  comprises  six  persons.  There 
were  no  papers  or  flag  found  on  board. 

The  vei^sel  and  all  connected  with  her  are  placed  subject  to  your 
orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Almy, 

Cmnmander* 
Commodore  Thomas  Tubneb,  U.  S*  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  of  CharUMon, 

P,  S.^March  80:  Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  accompanying 
paper*  was  found  on  board  of  the  sloop,  and  \n  conversation  with  some 
of  the  crew  they  admit  that  the  sloop  belonged  to  and  was  l>ound  to 
Nassau,  It  is  believed  that  her  regular  papers  and  tiag  were  thrown 
overboard, 

J.  J.  A. 


Beport  of  a  board  of  mrvoy  oa  the  priie- 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal  Hnrhw,  April  15,  1863, 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  to  hold  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  on  the  prize  sloop  iW/^  and  report  to  you  in  triplicate 
her  condition  and  the  feasiliilitv  of  sending  her  north  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  that  if  we  shonlfl  l>e  of  the  opinion  that  she  shctuld  not 
be  sent  north,  to  make  an  accurate  appmisement  of  the  value  of  her 

*  Not  found* 
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hull,  Uiekle,  furniture,  etc  and  also  take  a  carpful  invontoir  of  her 
cmrgo,  we  bej(  leave  to  rept>rt  that  wo  do  not  dt^oni  it  advisable  to  t^end 
her  north  at  thisseaj^on  of  the  ^ear.  We  value  her  hull,  tiiekle,  furni- 
ture, ete,,  at  $1(MJ.  Her  cargo  consists  of  H8  bale,s  eotton,  2  half  bales 
eotton,  and  a  lot  of  loose  cotton — about  3  bales — all  in  daiimged  condi- 
tion by  salt  water. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servants, 

'  T.  Stites, 

Acting  Master, 
Jon^  BltfZj 

Acting  Enmgn, 
Charles  Boardman,  * 

Carpenter. 
ttear-Admiral  I>r  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Commadore  Tumer^  U.  8.  Hary,  to  Commodore  Pattersoiit  17 .  S.  ITavj*  to  tow  the 

priie  to  Part  Eoyal,  S.  C. 

U,  S.  S.  New  LBO>sn>Es^ 
Off  Charlmtm,  S,  C\,  March  30.  1863. 
^Sni:  You  will  be  pleased  to  take  in  tow  the  sehooner  Ni^IHe^  prc»eeed 
to  Port  Koval,  and  report  vourself  with  iunniHliate  dispatch  to  Adiuiiul 
DuPont. 

Very  respectfully,  3^our  obedient  sei-vant, 

T.  TURNEK, 

Ctrnvmodore* 
Commander  Thomas  [H.]  Patterson, 

Canmianding  U,  S.  S.  James  Ad>ger> 


Letter  from  ths  Secreinrif  of  the  Mavy  to  Hear-Admiiul  Du  Ihnt^ 
fL  S.  Namy^  tranS7f)ifting  C()TreJi}Kmdimce  c^mveying  thar^ks  of  the 
captain  of  nritwh  ^hip  Ossimu 

Navt  Department,  March  30, 1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  ha.s  the  pleasure  of  trauijimitting  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  20th  instant, 
covering  a  copy  of  a  note,  with  its  accompaniment,  addresi^ed  to  him 
by  Lord  Lj^ons,  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  captain  of  the  British 
ship  Ohhuih  for  the  prompt  assistance  afforded  by  yourself  and  others 
to  that  vessel  on  a  recent  occasion. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  Natry, 
Rear- Admiral  Saml.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Cmiidg.  South  Ailantie  BhcMg.  Squadron^  Port  Roycd^  S,  <?• 

[Saclosare.] 

Departbient  of  State, 

WtMhingtm.,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  from 

Liord  Lyons,  of  the  23d  instant,  and  its  accompaniment,  conveying  the 

thanks  of  the  capttiin  of  the  British  ship  Ommn  for  the  kindness  and 

Buceor  extended  to  hhn  by  Rear -Admiral  Du  Pont,  Commodore  Godon, 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


797 


fiptain  Stellwagen,  arul  the  officei*s  generally  uf  the  blockading  fciqiiHd- 
Ton  oo  a  recerrt  occasion,  and  also  expressing  the  acknowledgmentjs  of 
his  lord.ship  for  thone  good  offices. 

I  am,  8ir<,  your  very  obedicDt  servant, 

William  H,  Seward. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sevreiary  of  the  Nmyy. 

[Subenclosures.  ] 

WASinNOTON,  March  i?J,  1863. 
Sot;  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  forwarding  to  yoy  the  endorsed  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  her  Majesty'^  acting  consul  at  Philadelphia.     It 

SivcH  an  account  of  the  prompt  assistance  afforded  hy  Rear-Adniiral 
^u  Pont  to  the  British  ship  Omtan^  and  expresses  the  gratitude  felt 
by  the  captain  to  the  rear-admiral  and  to  Commodore  Ciodon,  Captain 
Stellwagen,  and  the  oliicers  generally  of  the  hloi*kading  stpiadroTt  for 
their  kindness  and  for  the  succor  which  they  so  readily  afforded  him. 
I  do  myself  the  honor,  id  compliance  with  his  request,  to  ask  you  to 
convey  hii^  thanks  to  those  oifi eel's,  and  I  venture  to  beg  you  tt)  add 
the  expression  of  my  own  grateful  sense  of  the  good  will  manifested 
by  the  rear-adraimi  and  the  other  officers  of  the  United  Stat-es  Navy 
on  the  occasion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*  with  the  hisrhest  consideration ,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 
The  Honorable  Wm,  H*  Seward. 


Her  Ma*te8ty'8  Consulate, 
Pklladelj}hia,  March  19,  ims. 

Mv  Lord:  The  British  steamship  Ossmn^  Captain  A.  Howling,  char- 
tered by  the  French  Governuient  as  a  transport  from  Cherbourg  to 
Vera  Cruz,  while  on  hei"  passiige  from  Havana  to  Cherlxjurg  met  with 
Berioui*  accidents  to  her  machinery,  and  was  obliged  to  put  into  Charles- 
ton Harbor  for  lissistance. 

Captain  Howling  duly  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
squadron  off  Charleston,  and  on  his  advice  proceeded  to  Port  Koyal 
and  reported  to  Admiral  Du  Pont,  who  volunteered  to  render  Captain 
H.  ever^  assistance  in  his  power,  and  at  once  put  the  U,  S.  gunboat 
MerceifiM  at  the  servicse  of  the  (hsi<7n,  by  which  vessel  she  was  towed 
to  thus  port.  The  Merceditn  experienced  consideiuble  damage  t^)  her 
boilers  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  strain  of  the  Omkin  upon  her,  and 
was  obliged  to  put  into  Beaufort  for  repairs, 

I  am  persuaaed  by  Captain  Howling  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
lordship  to  the  kind  treatment  and  prompt  assistance  he  received  from 
all  the  officers  of  the  United  States  blockading  squadron  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact,  mentioning  particularly  xldmiral  Du  Pont,  Commo- 
dore Godon,  and  Captain  Stellwagcn,  of  the  Mercediku  with  the  hope 
that  your  lordship  may  think  fit  to  express  the  thanks  of  Captain 
Howling  and  alt  on  Iward  the  Ornhni  to  those  gentlemen,  as  it  does  iii»t 
lie  in  his  power  to  show  his  gratitude  for  their  meritorious  service  in 
any  other  way. 

I  have,  etc., 

G.  Cbumf. 
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L^tt^arfrom  Mr.  IIopkiM$  to  the  Secretmy  oftke  Jtary.  9mgg€8iimg  tHtums 
for  mmdermiming  Fort  Sumi^r. 

Wasbisgtos.  JfarcA  Ji,  18SJ. 

StRz  It  b  with  some  mtsgiriiiss  that  I  solicit  your  attentioo  to  the 
subject  treated  of  below.  Peramp$  the  ideas  maj  :$eem  crude  and 
has^jr  got  up,  bat  thoi:^  leeeDtiv  drawn  up  in  their  present  shape, 
the  pbui  has  been  for  some  OKMiths  carefnUy  tboo^t  over. 

A  sufficient  quantity  of  powder  exploded  near  a  military  work  faced 
with  nnsonry  will  seriously  derai^e  the  stmeture«  or  so  <hake  them 
that  heary  artillery  will  luiTe  less  breachii^  to  do.  even  where  die 
powder  so  confined  has  no  tamping.  If  the  work  is  not  overthrown, 
the  euns  will  be  dismounted,  the  parapets  overthrown,  and  the  garri- 
son oemondized. 

In  support  of  this  oj[Hnion  I  would  cite  the  efiect  on  buildings  adja- 
cent when  the  infernal  machine  was  fired  to  a^ysas^inate  Napoleon  I, 
and  that  of  the  wagon  load  of  powder  exploded  at  Wilmi^ton«  Del., 
and  the  effect  on  trees  and  buildii^at  some  distance  whenu^ powder 
mills  Mew  up. 

At  some  point  on  the  const  of  France*  Basque  Beads.  I  think,  Lord 
Cochrane  exploded  a  fire  ship,  which  bioke  up  a  boom  the  best  engi- 
neering skill  of  France  thoi^fht  imi»emible. 

As  Fort  Sumter  is  founded  in  the  harbor,  and  I  think  on  piles,  it 
appears  to  <^er  a  good  opportunity  for  an  experiment  of  tne  kind 
indicated. 

I  would  load  a  vessel  of  light  draft,  a  pontoon,  or  Hudson  Kiver 
sloop  without  her  masC.  with  9l)l>  tons  of  gunpowder,  let  the  ve^el 
be  sunk  dose  to  die  fort,  explode  it  by  firing  several  points  of  the 
magajdne  at  the  same  instant  by  electricity,  and  if  it  did  not  throw 
down  die  walk  or  injure  the  foundation  it  would  piofaaUy  cause  the 
iron  sheathing  it  is  said  to  be  coated  with  topeel  off. 

I  name  ^>»  tons  as  an  outside  estimate.  Tne  heaviest  mine  I  have 
read  of  was  sprang  at  Bhurtpoor.  in  India.  It  contained  00  tons  of 
gunpowder.  I  think. 

I  should  advise  that  the  vessel  should  be  moved  by  a  screw,  turned 
by  men  by  hand.  I  think  volunteers  would  neadUy  come  forward  to 
take  soch  a  vesbsel  in.  In  a  dark  n^ht  she  could  probably  be  eot  so 
dose  in  before  she  could  be  seen  diat  the  £uns  of  the  fort  could  not 
be  suficiendy  depressed  to  hit  her.  especxafly  if .  as  it  is  said,  tiie  case- 
mates are  filkd  up  and  the  onlv  gnns  are  mounted  en  barbette. 

The  ckumels  ieadine  to  the  liarbor  are  said  to  be  ol^tructed  and 
sVLbmanne  mines  laid  down.  I  propose  to  dra^  or  ^rrope  the  channel 
for  the  oonnecting  wiress  of  thc^  engines^  Tbis  is  the  more  easy  as 
the  bottom  is  free  from  stone,  beii^  composed  of  fine,  hard  sand.* 

I  prc^ir^  to  throw  from  a  cvlinder  by  means  of  highly  compreseed 
air  a  >bell  with  a  rope  attachedL  a  similar  arrangement  to  that  used  in 
harpw>n  gxin?w  I  propose  air  as  a  projectile  force  to  avoid  tbe  notice 
to  the  enemy  from  the  flash  and  noi^^e  of  a  mortar.  Tbe:^^  would 
att^wer  another  purpo^.  as  they  would  stiiko  or  lod£re  again^  pile^  on 
the  ^idea-  of  tbe  c-hannel  and  ?o*point  it  out.     A  drawing  is  submitted. 

Tbe  sbell  itself  ir  put  in  the  gun.  the  grapnel  closing  into  slots  in 
the  ??aV4  with  tbe  end  tT^i  downward.  tVbcn  the  shot  or  sii^  has 
gain(>i  iis-  range  St  drawing  it  in.  tbe  gTa}incl  will  do  its  wort 
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I  think  that  mines  or  torpedoes  may  be  crushed  in  or  the  eonncc* 
timiA  broken  by  a  .siniiiar  plan;  '"t^loHcs  of  compression"'  are  used  in 
sappin^^  tciward  a  fortres.s.  Water  \^  nearly  incompresHible.  Mr. 
Maillefert  has  shown  the  iincee8sful  action  of  :such  explos^ion  in  blast- 
ing under  water. 

I  am,  8ir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedicnt  servant, 

Wm.  Kooeeb  Hopkins. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUiry  of  ike  Navy. 


Letter  fwm  Coimnmli/re  Turner^  U.  S.  Mtvt/^  t4j  Lieutmant' Commander 

WiUmough^  U.  S,  Nai?y^  giving  informatimi  seou/redfram  one  of  the 

crew  of  a  prize  mmd, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  ChaHe^tmi,  March  SI,  186S. 

Sir:  The  following  information  has  been  coumiunieated  by  one  of 
the  crew  of  a  prize  vessel,  which  may  or  may  not  be  reliable: 

The  enemy  have  .some  .small  ykiffs  prejiared  which  arc  intended  to 
bring  out  torpedoes,  approach  and  drop  them  near  vessels,  and  then 
pull  off. 

These  akiSi^  pretend  to  contain  contmband^  and  soldiers  having 
deseited.  They  advise  ils  to  look  out  sharp,  and  be  ciirefiil  not  to 
permit  these  boats  to  come  near  our  vessels  until  overhauled. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  now  in  Charlestcjn  intending  to 
run  the  blockade: 

Steamers  Utt/i/^  iMuglam^  J^li/uii/^  Pr/uam,  Dredtjr  Boat;  square- 
rigged  brig  Vktoriit,  :i,0<XJ  barrels  of  turptMitine,  50  bales  of  cotton. 

rhe  ste^imer  imui'  Smithy  or  St^^mi,  moimt.s  four  guns,  comes  out 
every  night  with  twelve  torpedo  !>oat,s  attached  to  her.  and  cruises 
in[Hide]  and  sometimes  outside  the  bai'. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

T.  Turner. 

Licuteoaat-Conmiander  P.  G*  Watmuuoh. 
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Letter  from  Chief  Engineer  Stimers^  U.  S.  Navy^  tr>  Ttear- Admiral 
Du  Pont^  U.  o.  Navy^  regarding  wark  upon  the  ironclads  under  his 
supervision. 

Steamer  Ericsson, 
P(/rt  Royal,  S.  C,  March  31,  1863. 
Admiral:  We  have  now  here  all  the  plate  iron  ordered  for  covering 
the  vital  parts  of  the  monitors'  decks  with  2  inches  extra  thickness  of 
iron,  and  as  it  is  not  probable  that  we  can  thus  strengthen  all  the  ves- 
sels without  causing  delay,  which  I  understand  is  not  contemplated, 
I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  recommend  that  the  two  vessels  to 
which  the  rafts  are  to  be  fitted  should  be  the  first  to  receive  the  addi- 
tional plates  over  their  machinery,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  more 
important  to  preserve  them  than  any  of  the  others.  If,  therefore, 
these  vessels  could  be  designated  to  me,  I  could  put  my  mechanics  to 
work  upon  them  at  once. 

1  have  been  informed  that  the  Weehawken  is  to  have  one  raft,  and, 
if  permitted,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  CatskiU  as  the  other,  on 
account  of  the  familiarity  of  her  commander  with  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton and  his  great  abilities  in  managing  to  the  best  advantage  new  and 
untried  engines  of  war. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alban  C.  Stimers, 
Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Na/vy. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Sqv/idron^ 


Report  of  Commodore  Turner,  JJ.  S.  Nanyy,  transmittvng  report  of  the 
capture  of  British  schooner  Antelope,  off  BvlTs  Bay,  South  Caro- 
lina, March  31,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  31,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  a  letter  from 
Captain  Watmough,  of  the  Memphis,  having  captured  the  English 
schooner  Antelope,  which  I  send  down  to  Port  Royal.     The  crew  I 
shall  retain  on  toard  of  this  ship,  sending  down  in  her  the  daptain  and 
mate.     She  is  from  Liverpool  and  laden  with  salt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Turner, 

Com7nodore. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Bndosare.] 

U.  S.  S.  Memphis, 
Off  Charleston,  March  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  topsail  schooner  was  discov- 
ered this  morning  beating  up  tor  the  shore,  to  the  southward  of  BulPs 
Bay  Shoal.  Got  underway  and  stood  for  her  as  far  ajspi'acticable,  and 
then  dispatched  our  boats  after  her,  under  Acting  Ensign  Magone, 
who  succeeded  in  boarding  hor  as  she  was  endeavoring  to  oscaj>e  by 
the  regular  c^iannel  seaward.     She  had  thus  passed  around  the  shoal. 
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The  Amerka  wius  guuriiingf  tlio  chiumGl  outride,  and  hrought  her  to  1)V 
a  shot.  She  proved  to  Im  th<*  Antflopf\  undrr  Eii^^lish  rolors,  with 
regidar  clcarHiirc  from  Lnodon  for  Nussaiu  New  Providence.  She  has 
a  rargo  of  ;<alt.  Enrlosed  I  send  her  pap?rs.  The  eaptaiii  admit*?  bis 
iutentioit  of  breaking  the  bloekade, 

\\yvy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fend.  (t.  Watmough, 
Lifmiefiant-Commandvr, 
CuinmodureT.  Turnek, 

Sen  iof '  O^cef '  Pn  av,  ft  t , 


port  nqidatums. 


[March 


18t>3/| 


No  boats  not  on  dutv  will  l>e  pullinj^  about  the  harbor  between  0  p.  lu. 
and  daylight,  nor  will  lie  allowed  to  pasxS  until  exaaiiued  by  such  ves- 
sels as  discover  thein. 

A  watchword  will  bo  i>"iv*ni  out  when  sent  ftu*  to  all  the  naval  ves- 
sels at  any  time  after  VI  each  day,  but  will  not  be  given  out  on  board 
until  sunset,  unless  for  partieidar  reasons.  Details  of  boat-s  for  picket 
duty  will  be  given  at  trie  satne  time.  They  will  report  alongside  cjf 
the  PatapHvo  at  8  p.  ni*  The  crews  will  f)e  armed  with  a  Sharps  ritle, 
when  possible,  and  a  revolver;  and  if  not  with  a  Sharps,  with  an 
En  tie  la  rifle.  The  oars  will  be  muffled  and  the  boats  provided  with  an 
awning,  a  grapnel,  and  a  red  lantern. 

Suspicion  of  an  enemy  from  a  vessel  will  be  shown  by  burning  a 
Costoirs  A. 

Army  boats,  if  passing,  and  when  hailed,  will  answer,  **Army 
boat^s/-  lay  on  their  oars,  and  ask  if  they  shall  come  alongside. 

Navy  boats,  if  hailed  from  the  shore  wdthin  army  lines,  will  at  unco 
answer,  **Navy  boat,"  and  if  ordered  to  come  on  sliore  wilj  do  so  with- 
out delay. 

V^ery  I'espectfully, 

Danl.  Am  men, 
S*ii!fjt'  O0t'er  Present* 


Order  of  litxir'Adnuntl  Dn  Pont^  LL  ^V.  ^^am/^  to  Communder  Corbin^ 
U,  S.  jVdci/,  senior  ojftcer  **ff  Pt*rt  Jiof/al^  S.  C, 

Flagship  Wabash, 

/'fyrt  Jiot/id  JLirhm\  S.  C,  April  L  1863. 
Sir;  Until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Steedman  you  will  be  the  senior 
nHicer  in  this  harbor. 

You  will  please  move  the  Wahask  over  to  the  Hilton  Head  anchomge, 
taking  such  a  position  a.s  will  give  the  best  protection  to  forts,  forces, 
and  public  property  on  the  island. 
Eeapectfullj,  etc.^ 

S.  l\  Du  Font, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  T.  G*  Corbin. 

U.  S.  S.  W^dHtnh. 
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^yi  :<«>CTK   JLZLAZfnC    ilL*:>«:K..^I»QKr  ^^^AS^&Si. 


Sot:  T«>a  wiH  pieat^e  pn3t:eed  wick  the  >^tt»  oziiier  jofxr  coomBiiid 

The  obfiHrc  b«iiur  Go  ^!01^»r  cne  ;ftppr«iirhii&j-  cu  due  wl>^4:  end  of  Hiltoa 
Head  Ldbud  :iiid  pri^vfMiC  ^slj  ie*«i.-«iic  upon  it  fraiiL  b»jiiC:f  witk  troop^^ 
<&*.«  :iad  Co  xiv^  a»jdi!t^  h^  ^agysoL  Qo  the  porkec  :<Ctfiui&^  *mi  >hore.  Ttxi 
win  ai«e  yoar  own  •xn<4.'r9tk>a  acf  G>  ¥»Hir  ptMCxoo^ 

I  iiiider!!€i>j«i  Brqr^er-^InRienl  ^jimMir  d&iC  he  wooid  send  to<i  a 
!§%iial  olfii!er.  witk-A  will  pot  Ti?a  m  R&iGBxiii>  bv  ?urnil  with  Ptzfakiki 
ud  Hilfioa  Head. 

&e:<Iiei:CfaIl-T.  eikr.. 

S  F.  Dc  Pbjyr. 

Commioder  J.  C.  Beaokmst. 

r;  >.  ^.  <*iui^u 

p.  S.— ^TapAm  C  56?««&iiiul.  «><  die  Pbi^  -^fV!^  will  be  tbe  feuor 
o<fieer  ac  P>ct  &>t&I  iurnnf  n^  iftbemire. 


ij^ctfn  *  p¥^'*'f;t*ii  :i;  *i*i^i  '.i.  J^^rr/i  EiJ^^  S'*^". 

Sck:  T«-hi  will  pien&e  pn>!«eii  wijcii  die  P^Gms**:  omier  jjiir  .-uauiiaitti 
c«:-  V:rtii  E«ii:?co  Aani  n*p«?ctr  c*?  the  -jenfi^r  'Alficer  pnitieniL 
A  ^f?tici*^r  will  S*  pp.-^^aied  to  tow  joa  thefi^. 
RftjpeecfuIiT.  «c 

S  F.  tV  P>yr. 

ScniLir  orierv  ?eiit  ro  Oapr»ia  XAa  L   W.>riiMi^  (f.  S.   Lr»:ai:febi 
J£:-n.':,rpti:  L'onr mangier  I>.   Ajnmeiu  f.  S   Lr».^ai:iaLi  Fh-^^rp^:'  :   Com- 


^Sca:  [  bxfcT**  S*tta  !:iilei  iip»?a  by  the  mflff^r^  ^cdtorttisi  to  xtt»?  pci>- 
tiK&>cL  u:>  HUtoa  Hftshi  hiikibi  ;uid  the  -Trmmif^iMg  wiuef^  ^uiii  psiagies^ 
iit'jBA  QL  OLT  ;fcCi<efl«:e. 
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The  Wt(l*fi<A  and  Vtrm/mt  will  oiove  over  to  the  Flilton  Head  side  of 
the  harbor  for  the  above  purpoi^e;  the  Srltfiz/o  will  }*e  stationed  in 
Oililjo^ue  Sound  to  prevent  nccess  to  the  ishmd  froiii  that  direetit)n; 
the  M(Hlf//4\  not  jet  repaired,  will  remain  in  Stiitiou  Creek  tor  protcc* 
tion  to  the  machine  h^hop. 

The  Mftrhlthanl  is  onlered  up,  and  with  the  ////<  will  ad<l  to  the 
force  left  in  this  harfnu'  for  pJ^s^infC  t*xi^encies. 

You  will  he  the  senior  oiheer  present  and  will  have  control  and 
rlirei'tion  of  the  naval  force. 

I  would  reconmiend  your  oct-asionallv  tm^vin^  al>out  in  the  contigu- 
ous  waters,  with  your  own  ves.sel  and  ttie  JfarUeheud  and  E,  B.  IIalt\ 
to  impress  the  enemy  with  an  idea  that  the}-  are  watched,  and  having 
an  eye  on  the  security  of  Beaufort. 

I  win  endeavor,  with  the  army,  to  keep  up  a  daily  communication 
with  Port  Royal,  they  running  one  boat  and  1  detailing  the  Flamhemi 
or  other  vessel. 

I  have  some  hopes  you  may  1m?  in  to-night,  that  1  nuiy  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  you  and  speaking  on  these  matters;  liut  1  rel}'  uixm  your 
long  exi^erience  on  this  station  and  your  zeal  to  meet  all  emergencies, 
♦  I  leave  early  in  the  morning.  T  have  given  (A>mnmnder  Reynolds 
permission  to  go  off  Charleston.  The  Vtrmmit  can  not  do  nuuh,  but 
it  would  be  welt  for  you  to  see  to  her  a  little,  as^  she  ia  left  under  an 
acting  master. 

Respectfully,  etc*, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Reai^-AdmiraL 

Captain  Chas,  Stkedman, 

IL  S,  S,  Paul  Jf>nm^  Setihr  O^icer^  IWt  Jiai/aL 


Oniei*  of  tftAi  Secrefavtj  uf  tlw  Nttr^/  to  Bear' Admiral  Du  Pont^  U,  S, 
iVavi/,  to  send  iro/wlads  to  JVeiv  OrliMus  inunediately  after  tlie  attack 
ujM}fi  CharleMon^  S*  (7. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  Aj^nl^^  ISb'S, 

Sik:  The  exigencies  of  the  public  serviue  are  so  pressing  in  the  (Julf 
that  the  Department  ilirects  von  to  send  all  the  irooelads  that  are  in  a 
tit  t'<>ndition   tf>  move,  after  youi-  [present  attack    upon  Charleston, 
directly  to  New  OrlcFins,  reserving  to  yourself  only  two. 
Very  respectfully, 

GioEON  Welleb, 
Stieretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Adnural  S,  i\  Du  Pont, 

Lomd(/.  South  Atluntk  Jjlovkadutfj  Squadnm^  Port  Hayal^  S,  C. 


Letter  from  (he  Assistant  Secretiiry  of  the  JVany  to  Reur- Admiral  Du 
Pont^  U*  8*  Niivy^  regardlnifpmj)08edjn^m'^ef)ientofirfmeladvmiiel4i. 

Navy  Defaktment,  April  i?j  istj,j. 
Dear  Admiral:  Matters  are  at  a  standstill  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  the  Prej^ident  was  with  difficulty  restrained  from   sending  oti 
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Hunter  and  all  the  ironclads  directly  to  New  Orleans,  the  opening  of 
the  Missinwippi  being  considered  the  principal  object  to  be  attained. 
It  is,  however,  arranged,  as  you  will  see  bv  to-day's  order,  that  you 
are  to  send  all  the  ironclads  that  survive  the  attack  upon  Charleston 
iinnicdiatclv  to  Now  Orleans,  reserving  for  your  squadron  only  two. 
We  must  abandon  all  other  operations  on  the  coast  wnere  the  ironclads 
are  necessary  to  a  future  time.  We  can  not  clear  the  Mississippi 
River  without  the  ironclads,  and  as  all  the  supplies  come  down  the 
Red  River,  that  stretch  of  the  river  must  be  in  our  possession.  This 
plan  has  been  agreed  upon  after  mature  consideration  and  seems  to  be 
imperative. 

With  my  sincere  prayers  in  your  behalf,  my  dear  admiral,  I  remain, 
sincei*elv,  vours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Rear-Admii-al  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdij,  South  Atla7\tic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Boyal,,  S.  C. 


•{TelegTam.] 


Navy  Department,  April  ^,  1863, 
Captain  Ericsson  reports  one  of  the  deck  linings  ready.     You  will 
charter  a  steamer  and  send  it  to  Port  Koyal  without  delay.     Let  the 
steamer  touch  off  Charleston. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  jVavy, 

Rear-Adminil  F.  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy, 

^S  Broadimy^  Xetc  York. 


Instructions  fn>m  Rear- Admiral  Du  Jhnt,  [\  S.  Xavy.  to  Comm 
Turner,  I .  *S.  -Vtrry,  senior  ojfictr  ojf^  Charleston,  S,  C^rtva 


Commodore 

ffjfrdinr/ 

i/cneral  matte9*s» 

Flagship  James  Adger, 
Xorth  Kdisto.  April  L\  1S6.L 
Sik:  In  txmipliance  with  your  reipiest  to  have  an  experienced  officer 
added  to  your  complement,  1  have  detached  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ifeirnes  from  the  Pawn  and  ordereii  him  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 

You  will  pleasi  send  the  Sf)uth  (arolina  down  to  her  station  at  this 
place,  where  she  will  l>e  much  needed. 

Commander  Rhind  is  charged  with  buoyingf  the  channel,  and  ^oes 
with  the  hVokuk  and  i?/W  for  this  purpose.  \  ou  >>-ill  plciise  give  him 
such  assistaui^e  as  you  aiiu  and  detail  a  vessel  to  be  anchored,  which 
he  will  nH|uire  for  a  stern  ninp\ 

We  are  deticieut  in  vesst^ls  to  tow  up  tlie  ironclatls  fn^ni  here,  anvl 
you  will  send  down  the  Augusta  and  Jitemphis  for  this  pur^x^M?. 
1  shall  move  up  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit. 
Respec^tfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dr  Pont, 

Iifar'Adm*m/. 
Commodore  T.  Tirner, 

r\  S.  S,  St'^r  IriHisidfS^  off  Charie^on. 


(h*h't'  of  Rmr- Admiral  I  hi  l\mt^  Ci  ibV  Mivu^  ft*  Lieyf*mmit'Cifm- 
fnamlrr  Up»h(r.  ('.  S,  Nary^  commmiding  (K  S,  S,  Flambeau^  to 
communicate  with  Cfmimodare  T*4/rn^y  U*  8,  Navy^  off  Cfiarl-ejft&n, 

s.  a 

Flagship  James  Adger. 

jVf^rth  Edi^to,  Ajiril  £?.  tmi. 
Siu:  You  will  prot-eod  with  th*^  l^ltDnhtfH  under  your  (*onmuind  to- 
morrow nHirninjr  oH'  Churl^^.stoii  uihI  nM»ort  lo  Commodore  Turnen 
taking  with  you  Lieuteuaiit-Comumiider  Barnes,  who  has  been  ordered 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  N^ty  /rmmdes  for  duty. 

After  receiving  from  Commodore  l\irner  such  dispatehes  ai*  he  may 
desire  to  send,  you  will  return  at  once  to  this  anehomge,  endeiiv  oring 
to  reach  here  before  nipfht. 
Respectfully, 

S,  F.  Du  POKT, 

Ileta'-AdmhaL 
Lieutenant-C^iiimaiider  J.  IL  Up8hl*u, 

U.  S,  /S,  Fiamht4fn^  Xmih  EdktrK 


Order  of  Captain  Steed man^  LL  JS.  Satuf.  to  Lieiitefhant'Cmnmandt^ 
fScott^  IL  iV.  Navy^  rornaiandiny  U.  S*  S\  Marhhh^ad,  (o  oeeupy  the 
poHitian  of  Inahntt  in  thr  Sammnah  River. 

U.  S.  GuNROAT  Paul  Jones, 
Port  Rnyaf  Ilarhnr^  8,  T,,  Aprils,  1SG3. 
Stk:  You  will  prot'ecd  with  the  C  8.  gunboat  Marhhlnad  under 
your  coiuniand  and  tjike  a  position  in  the  Savannah  River  for  tlie  pur- 
p<>se  of  kei'piog  a  vigilant  lookout  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
in  that  vicinity. 

You  will  use  your  discretion  in  remaining  at  luiehor  in  the  river 
above  Fort  Pulaski  during  the  night.  Should  any  movements  occur 
which  may  satisfy  you  that  a  hostile  demonstration  by  iron  nr  cotton 
clad  vt^sseis  is  aljout  to  l>e  made,  you  will  immediately  advise  the*  r*»m- 
manding  officer  of  tlie  fort  of  the  fact,  and  at  tlie  earliest  possible 
o]>portunity  apprise  me  of  such  movement  by  the  usual  uuuh'  of 
commyuit'ation  between  that  jjhic*e  and  tliis. 

In  carrying  out  the  foregoing  instructions  I  trust  to  your  intelli- 
gence and  zeaL 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully.  yi»ui*  ofjedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman^ 
Captain  and  Senityr  Officer  Pre.^tnf, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Scott, 

Cowuia/idijy  C  S,  (rtt/ihoat  IfaAMi^ad, 


Report  of  Command^'  Balch^  U.  S.  Nayy^  reyarding  the  buoying  of 
Sl/mo  Bar  and  tranfnniiting  sailimf  directions  Jar  East  Chanrm. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawkt:e, 
Stono  Inlet,  South  CanJina,  April  0,  1S6J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rep<»rt  that  the  St<)no  Bar  has  l)pen  }>uoyi>d. 
in  obedience  to  your  orders,  b}'  Lieutenant-Commander  Ba^Kxw./^Wk  V 
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herewith  enclose  sailing  directions  for  the  East  Channel,  as  furnished 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Bacon.  General  Hunter  applied  yesterday 
to  me  for  these  sailing  directions,  and  I  shall  furnish  them  to  him  or 
to  General  Seymour,  chief  of  staflf. 

The  services  of  Captain  Grarfield  have  been  much  in  demand  in  pilot- 
ing army  transports,  etc.;  he  has  been  very  useful.     I  enclose  a  dia- 
gram of  the  bar  and  buoys  for  your  information. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Setii/yf*  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  F.*  Du  Pont, 

Cormnanding  Soidh  Atlantic  Blockadhg  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inlet^  South  Carolina^  April  6^  1863. 
Sailing  directions  for  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  by  the  East  Chan- 
nel: Vessels  bound  into  Stono  Inlet  should  mn  up  and  make  the  two 
buoys  at  entrance  to  fkst  Channel. 

The  outer  buoy  is  black  and  is  placed  on  the  end  of  South  Breaker, 
5  feet  low  water;  pass  that  buoy  on  port  hand;  the  other  red  buoy  is 
placed  on  end  of  North  Breaker  in  6  feet  low  water;  should  be  passed 
on  starboard  hand;  when  past  the  buoy  head  for  inner  channel  buoy 
and  from  thence  the  course  is  from  N.  N.  W.  to  N.  W.  i  W.  into  the 
inlet,  keeping  mid  channel  between  the  sand  key  and  North  Breaker. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Geo.  Bacon, 
Lieutenant' Coinmandei*^  U,  S.  Navy. 
Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commander  and  Senio)*  Offi^cer  Present^  Stojw  InUt^  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  tJie  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard^  Neio 
York^  regarding  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 

Navy  Department,  April  7, 1863. 
Sir:  Have  the  Restless  repaired  and  armed  and  dispatch  her  to  Port 
Royal  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard^  New  York. 


CONin:KDERATE  REPORTS  ANT>  CORRKSFONDElSrCE. 

Oi'der  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flug-  Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  resume  comm/md  of  the  naA)af  defenses  of  Georgia. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  19,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  naval  defenses 
of  the  waters  of  Virgmia  and  will  proceed  to  Savannah,  Gki. ,  and  resume 
command  of  the  naval  defenses  or  the  State  of  Georgia. 
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Your  forimM-  (^ommand  hii8  bt*cti  divided.  Captain  lyt^rahmn  having 
been  assitrned  to  tbe  command  of  the  waters  of  South  Carolina* 
I  am,  n^ispectfiilly,  your  obivdient  i^ervaut, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  JVany, 
Flag-Officer  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Cmndg,  Namd  Deft  mm  of  Virginm^  etc,^  Richmondy  Vh. 


Order  of  Captain  Ingraham^  C*  S.  Navy^  to  Lmdmant  Dozi^^  C\  S. 

Navy. 

Charleston,  June  11,  IS62. 
Sir:  You  will  take  the  t  ommaiid  of  C.  S.  S.  JIuntreHu^  now  lying  at 
this  plaee, 

lie^ipect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  Ingraiiam, 

Captain^  C,  8,  Nany, 
Lieutenant  W,  G.  Dozier, 

Charle^tim^  S.  C* 


fh'drr  of  i'aidatn  Ingraham^  C\  jS.  Natu/^  to  IJeutenant  Doz{et\  f'  S. 
lYi/ry^  refjurding  teivn^ferH  of  ttjficerH  and  tnen. 

tCllARLESTOK,  S.  C*,J 
Office  Navtd  StntNm^  Sr-ptrwhr  -i,  1802, 
Sir:  You  will  please  tran.s^er  to  the  Indotn  Chief  al]  the  men  on 
board  the  tfuntrem  except  the  erew  uUowed  by  the  Department.     You 
will  also  retain  the  firemen  and  eoal  heavers. 

You  will  also  transfer  to  the  /fidoi/i  Chief  Acting  Master  \V.  H, 
OdenheimiM\  Mid.shipman  Hamilton  J,  Thomas;  also  Pavuiast-er's 
Clerk  E.  IL  West. 

1  s^n,  respectfully,  your  o])edieMt  servant, 

D,  N.  Ingraham, 

( 'aptnin^  Chnimnndimj. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Dozier,  C  S.  Navy, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  JkUnall,  C  6\  JVfiry^  to  Lieutenant  Pelot,  C.  S, 
Niwyy  t^j  mmime  eommmid  of  the  C\  S,  S.  Satmnnah. 


Savannah,  Septembt^^  IG,  1S6'2 
iry  of  t 

Ras pec t fully,  your  olKHlient  seiTant, 


Sir:  Bv  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  an*  hereby 

appointed  to  the  eonunand  of  the  C.  S.  S.  SmHinmih, 


JosiAii  Tattnall, 
Fl4ig-  Offive?%  Commanding* 


Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  P.  Felot, 

f ',  S,  S,  jSavannaL 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Averett,  C,  S.  Navy^ 
to  proceed  to  duty  oii  hoard  the  C,  S.  S,  Atlaiita. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  Septemher  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Savannah,  (la.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  J.  Tattnall, 
commanding,  etc.,  for  duty  on  l)oard  C.  S.  S.  Atlanta,  late  Fitujal. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 
For  Secretary  of  the  Nax^y. 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Averett,  CL  S.  Navy, 

Richmond,  Va. 


[Endorsement.] 

Reported  11th  October,  1862. 


JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding. 


Minutes  of  a  conference  between  General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army, 
comma/nding  army  forces,  and  Captain  Tngraham,  C  S.  Niavy,  coin- 
numding  naval  forces,  at  Charleston,  S,  V. 

Charleston,  Septemher  29,  1862. 

In  the  office  of  the  general  commanding  the  department,  Charleston, 
September  29,  1862,  at  a  conference  to  which  General  Beauregard  had 
invited  the  following  officers:  Commodore  D.  N.  Ingraham  and  Cap- 
tain J.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navv;  Brigadier-Generals  S.  R.  Gist  and 
Thomas  Jordan,  Colonels  G.  \V.  Lay,  inspector-geneml,  and  A.  J. 
Gonzales,  chief  of  artilleiy,  and  Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  engineers.  Cap- 
tain W.  H.  Echols,  chief  engineer,  being  absent  from  the  city. 

The  geneml  commanding  proposed  for  discussion  a  number  of 
queries  prepared  by  himself  in  relation  to  the  problem  of  the  defense 
of  the  harbor,  forts,  and  city  of  Charleston  against  the  impending 
naval  attack  by  a  formidable  ironclad  fleet. 

It  was  agreed  to  separate  the  consideration  of  these  questions  so  as 
to  discuss — 

1st.  The  enti-ance,  i.  e.,  all  outside  of  a  line  drawn  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie to  Fort  Sumter,  thence  to  Cumming's  Point,  including  also  outside 
of  this  line  Battery  Beauregard,  at  the  entrance  of  Mafttt's  Channel. 

2d.  The  gorge,  i.  e.,  the  section  included  between  that  line  and  the 
line  of  a  floating  boom  from  Fort  Sumter  to  the  west  end  of  Sullivan's 
Island. 

3d.  The  harbor,  comprising  all  of  the  bay  within  the  second  line. 

4th.  The  city,  its  flanks  and  rear. 

In  the  discussion  no  guns  were  classed  as  heavy  if  notal>ove  the  cal- 
iber of  32,  except  rifled  32-pounders. 

The  following  conclusions  were  arrived  at: 

1st.  The  existing  defenses  of  the  entrance  are  Beauregard  Battery, 
with  two  heavy  guns;  Fort  Moultrie,  with  nine;  the  sand  batteries  on 
the  west  end  of  Sullivan's  Island,  with  but  four  3^et  mounted,  and  Fort 
Sumter,  with  thirty -eight.  Of  the  gorge,  say  nine  guns  in  Fort  Moul- 
trie, thirty-two  in  Fort  Sumter  (not  including  seven  X-inch  mor- 
tars), and  as  yet  but  four  in  the  sand  batteries.     Of  the  harbor,  say 
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fonrteen  giin&  of  Fort  SuiiittT  tiiid  the  four  gun;?  in  the  new  isand  hat- 
t*^rie,s.  tort  Johnson  has  one  rifle  3:i-pounder,  but  it  18  not  handed, 
and  h  unsjife. 

For  the  city  defense,  some  hatterit\s  have  been  arran^ifed  and  eom- 
meneed,  hut  heavy  gm\s  are  neither  mounted  nor  ditipoyable. 

2d.  Th(^  floating  l)04>tn  is  ineomplete. 

Hd.   It  is  no  harrier  miw. 

4tb.  The  fK>om,  even  if  eoniplete  on  the  present  plan*  mi^ht  he 
forced,  uUhou^i^li  it  would  s<'rve  as  a  eherk.  fnit  it  can  not  )»e  d(*^iended 
ujXHi  if  attacked  by  the  eneuiy  on  a  stale  eoiutnensurate  with  his 
means,  it  lias  already  been  broken  in  parts  by  the  force  of  tides  and 
currents.  On  account  uf  its  having  to  bear  this  strain  of  the  depth  of 
water  (up  to  70  feetj,  and  the  ditheulties  of  the  anchorage  ground,  of 
the  limited  uieans  at  dispijsal  in  anehors  and  chains,  the  indifTcrent 
quality  of  the  iron,  and  the  d4dieient  huoyancy  of  the  whole  (the  pine 
being  green  and  sappy  and  getting  heavier  with  time),  a  moditication 
of  the  construction  is  required. 

ath.  We  have  no  means  or  material  at  hand  for  the  construction  of 
a  better  Inxnu.  It  is  thouglit,  however,  that  tlie  one  now  under  con- 
structi*>n  will  he  materially  improved  by  discarding  the  continuous 
chain  of  bar  and  railroad  iron  and  links  ar^d  by  linkiTig  together  the 
logs,  as  they  are  now  arnuiged,  l)V  short  chains,  so  as  to  make  a  con- 
tinuous chain  of  each  section  of  the  spars.  There  will  be  a  saving  of 
iron  and  greater  buoyancy  attained  by  this. 

tUlh  A  mpe  barrier  has  been  devised  and  constructed  to  plM-e  in 
advance  of  tne  spar  boouu  hut  has  not  been  placed  in  position,  as  the 
rope  will  rfjt  in  the  water,  and  some  anchors  are  still  wanting*  They 
are  being  searched  for. 

7th.  Irontdads  in  forcing  the  harbor  must  pass  the  gorge,  or  throat, 
every wbci'e  within  point-blard<  range  of  our  batteries,  and  must,  con- 
sequently, be  in  great  danger  of  damage  from  the  concent  ration  of  the 
metal  that  can  Ite  brought  to  beiir  upon  them,  especially  from  the  ele- 
vation of  Fort  Sumter. 

(Note. — Distance  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  1,775  yards;  air 
line  of  obstructions,  1,550  yards.) 

8th.  The  plan  of  naval  attack  apparently  best  for  the  enemy  would 
be  to  dash  with  as  many  ironclads  as-  he  can  command,  say  fifteen  or 
twenty,  past  the  batteries  and  fortes,  without  halting  to  engage  or 
reduce  them.  Commodore  Ingraham  thinki^  they  will  make  an  attack 
in  that  way  by  daylight. 

Uth.  Ironclad  vessels  can  not  approach  or  pass  so  close  to  the  walla 
of  Fort  Sumter  as  not  to  be  within  the  reacn  of  the  liarlx^tte  guns. 
Those  guns  may  be  depressed  to  strike  the  water  at  a  distance  of  154 
yards  of  the  walls.  Vessels  of  the  probable  dmft  of  gunboats  can  not 
fje  Iji'ought  closer  than  200  yards, 

10th.  Aft^er  forcing  the  passage  of  the  forts  and  barriers  and  reach- 
ing the  inner  harbor,  gun!x)ats  may  lie  within  tMH)  yards  of  city  face 
of  Fort  Siuutf^r  ex|X)sed  to  tiie  of  about  fifteen  guns.  The  magazines 
would  be  unsafe  as  now  situated,  or  until  counterfort  shall  have  l>een 
extended  syfticiently  idong  city  face. 

11th.  If  ironclads  jmssthe  forts  and  batteries  at  the  gorge,  or  throat, 
of  harbor,  then  the  guns  at  Forts  Ripley  and  Johnson  and  C«^tW 
Pinckney  would  be  of  no  avail  to  check  them.     In  conseouenco  *::K<fefc 
exposed  c-ondition  of  the  fouutUitioui:*  of  Fort  Ripley  ana  th&   ^^^^^^'^ 
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weakneBS  of  Castle  Pinckney,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  diminish 
the  armament  of  the  exterior  works  to  arm  them,  and  this  neeessarilj' 
deeide.s  that  Fort  Johnson  can  not  lie  armed  at  the  expense  of  the 
works  covering  throat  of  harbor.  Fort  Johnson  must  be  held,  how- 
ever, to  prevent  the  possibility  of  heinj^ carried  by  the  enemy  by  land 
attack  and  the  estabhshuient  there  of  breatdnng  batteries  ag'ain/t  Fort 
Suinten  The  l>atteries  at  White  Point  Garden,  Half  Moon,  and  Law- 
ton\s  and  McLeod's  l>atterie.s  for  the  same  reivsons  enn  not  be  pru- 
dently armed  at  pn*sent  with  heavy  ^uns». 

12tlu  The  line  of  pilinifs  near  ^ort  Ripley  is  of  no  service  and  i^ 
rapidly  falling*  to  pieces, 

IHth.  The  city  could  not  be  waved  from  iMjmbardment  l»y  any  nuni* 
l>er  of  batteries  alonk^  the  city  fronts  if  the  enemy  reach  the  interior 
harlwr  with  ironclads.  It  vnn  then  only  be  defended  by  infantry 
against  landing  of  troops. 

1-lrth,  We  have  no  resources  at  present  for  the  construction  of  effi- 
cient obstructions  at  the  mouths  of  or  in  the  Ashley  and  Cooper 
rivers,  and  we  have  no  guns  disposable  for  the  armament  of  interior 
harbor  defenses. 

15th.  Should  gunboats  effect  a  lodgment  in  the  harbor  and  jo  the 
Stono,  the  troops  and  armament  on  James  Island  may  be  withdrawn, 
especially  after  the  construction  of  a  bridge  and  road  across  Juine.^ 
Island  Creek,  about  midway  the  isluiid,  near  Hohnes's  house.  From 
the  western,  part  can  be  withdrawn  under  cover  of  Fort  Pemlierton. 
McLiHKrs  Imttery  is  intended  to  i>rotect  the  ujouth  of  Wanpoo  Creek 
and  Lawton's  battery  the  mouth  of  James  Island  Ci'cek,  when  armed* 

Iftth,  With  the  harljor  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  city  could  still 
be  helil  by  an  infantry  force  by  the  erection  of  strong  barricades  and 
with  an  arrangement  of  traverses  in  the  streets.  The  line  of  works 
on  the  Ne<'k  could  also  be  held  against  a  naval  aiul  hmd  attack  by  the 
construction  of  frequent  and  long  traverses.  The  approaches  thereto 
are  ctnered  l>y  woods  in  front,  Possildy  a  nn>re  advanced  position 
miglit  have  been  1  tetter,  though  also  protected  by  the  woods,  but  so 
nunh  lias  }»een  done  that  it  were  best  to  retain  the  line,  remedying  the 
defects  ]>y  long  and  munerous  traverses. 

Two  ironclad  gurd)oats,  carrying  four  guns  each,  will  \)e  ready  for 
service  in  two  weeks  as  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  works  defending 
all  parts  of  the  harbor,  and  in  that  connection  it  will  be  irnpjrtafit  to 
secure  for  them  a  harbor  of  refuge  and  a  general  depit  up  tne  Cooper 
Kiver  as  soon  its  the  guns  for  its  protection  cjin  be  secured. 

G.  T.  Bkauregard, 

Geaertd^  Ctnnmanding, 

D.  N.  Inqraham, 
(hnmwdoTe^  Comdg.  C  iS'.  A^ava/  J^l^rce^j  VharhMon  Ilarhor. 


|T*flc|rTiLTn.} 

liicHMOND,  \'A.,  OetoherS,  1362. 
General  Finegan  telegraphs  from  Lake  City,  Fla,,  that  3,000  Fed- 
erals are  landing  at  ilayport  Mills,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's 
Riven  He  has  repulsed  three  naval  attacks  on  the  batteries  at  St. 
John's  Blutf,  18  or  20  miles  from  Mayport,  but  is  not  strong  enough 
to  resist  the  threateiied  land  attack.  He  savs  that  two  regiments  of 
infantr}"  from  the  coast  of  (jeorgia  sent  to  hun  for  a  few  days  will  save 


AtLANTIO 


SQUADRON. 


811 


the  St.  John's  Kiver  and  perhaps  ea^t  Florida.     Send  the  assistiince 
desired  as*  speedily  as  possible. 
Answer  by  telegmpL 

G.  W.  Hakdolj*h^ 

Seeretiin/  of  War, 
General  Beauregard, 


Letter  frmn    General  Bemtregard,,  6'.  S*  Army,  to  tlie  gm^emor  of 
Stmih  CaTidhui  regard mg  the  defenses  tf  VhirJedon^  S.  (\ 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

CharlesUm,  (htJ}er  8,  1862, 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  delayed  aeknowledgiog  your  letter  of  the  2yth 
ultimo  and  its  aeeompanyiug  pa[>ers,  in  order  to  enelose  you  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  a  }>oard  of  army  and  naval  offieer.s  relative  to  the  pre.sent 
eondition  of  the  defenses  of  this  harbor,  wbieh  I  sincerely  wish  were 
in  a  niore  forward  state  of  eomph*tioiK  1  have  applied  for  fifty -one 
additional  pieees  of  ordnanee  of  the  heaviest  ealihers  to  arm  the  inner 
line  of  forts  and  Imtteries.  1  eonsider  them  indisixMi.sable,  for  my 
reliance  in  the  boom  and  other  ol»strn<'tions  now  being  laid  across  the 
eharmel  between  Fort  Snmter  and  the  new  batteries  on  Snlbvan'^ 
Island  is  hiit  very  limited,  exeept  for  their  nioral  eti'ecL  The  two 
gunboats  jiow  under  eonstrurlion  are  nearly  ready,  and  I  believe 
will  be  of  nniterial  assistance  to  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  and  within 
the  harbor.  Captain  F.  D.  Lee  subtnitted  to  me  yesterday  a  plan  for 
a  '*tori>edo  ram/'  which  1  believe  would  be  worth  several  gunl>04Lt.H. 
I  can  only  express  my  regret  that  it  was  not  adopted  at  once  liy  the 
naval  department  at  Richmond  when  submitted  to  it  several  months 
ago,  as  he  informs  me.  1  will  endeavor  to  have  one  constructed  (with 
the  authority  of  the  War  Department)  as  soon  as  materials,  laltor,  etc., 
can  he  collected  for  that  oliject,  I  fear  not  to  put  on  record  now 
that  half  a  dozen  of  these  '""torpedu  i'ams/'  of  small  companttivc  cost, 
w  ould  keep  this  harbor  clear  of  ftmr  times  the  number  or  the  enemy's 
ironclad  gunboats. 

With  regsird  to  the  condition  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Sumter, 
rt^ferred  to  by  you,  after  the  thorough  investigation  of  the  mutter 
lately  made  by  a  military  fMuird,  1  can  ffnd  no  cause  for  fearing  the 
disloyalty  or  evil  designs  nf  the  men  co!U|>osing  it.  They  appear  to  be 
well  disciplined  and  zealous,  but  I  agree  with  you  in  the  necessity  of 
having  an  able  and  old  artillerist  in  conmiand  of  the  forts  at  the 
entrance  of  this  harboi\  lipnce  I  have  made  already  two  applications 
for  the  services  of  Brigadier-Oenemi  Ripley,  which  nave  been 
promised  me. 

Respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Oeneral^  Citmmanding, 
His  Excellency  F,  W.  Pickens, 

Govenior  of  South  Varfdina^  Ofdumbia^  S.  0* 

P,  S.— I  have  already  given  instructions  for  the  construction  of  a 
battery  of  five  or  six  pieces  (32-pounders  and  rifled  gunn)  at  May  rant'a 
for  the  defense  of  \\  inyah  Bay.  My  very  limitea  forces  will,  how- 
ever,  permit  me  to  detach  for  its  garrison  "^only  a  very  smidl  number 
of  men,  probablv  not  over  350  of  all  arms. 

Q.  T.  Ti. 


812 


SOT  TH    ATLANTir    BLOCKADING    SQtTADKON. 


Ord^ of  1* lag- Officer  Tattnall^  C\  &\  iVWy,  to  Lieutenant  Pdot^C.  8* 
Naxry^  eoinmanding  C,  S,  irimAad  Samnna/i, 

Commandant's  Office, 

Savannah^  Octoba*  9,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  steamer  Savafuiah  under  your  command  to 
the  aiR'honigo  botweoii  Forts  Jiicksoii  ntid  Chevcs,  and  l>e  ready  at  till 
times  to  man  the  iiavul  Inittery  (Fort  Chevci^)  with  the  crew  of  the 
Susannah, 

Ke^pectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

tloSIAH   Ta'ITNAIX, 

JF'fiKj-  Officer^  (  hmittanding. 
Lieutenant  T;  P,  Pelot^ 

Cotnnianding  61  S.  S,  Savannah^  Savannah^  Ga, 


Letter  from  General  Beauregard.,  C,  *S,  Army^  t4>  the  Adjutafit  and 
lHsj)ect(/r  Generaly  C.  S,  Artuy^  rec^mtmiftiding  the  cotmtf^wtiQn  of 
torpedo  rams  for  the  defciifie  of  Charlcfitmu  S,  (\ 

Hdqrs.  DEFr.  South  Cauouna  and  Georgia, 

Charlestmi,  S,  C,  October  13,  1362. 

Gekeral:  The  l>earer,  Ca|>tain  F.  I>.  Lee,  Provisional  Engineers, 
has  submitteil  to  me  a  plan  uf  u  t^rpt^do  i*ani,  for  the  defense  of  this 
hur!H>r,  which  meets  my  hearty  approltiition,  oU'eiintr  altogether  the 
most  prncticalile  means  for  a  successful  encounter  with  the  formidahle 
ironclad  gunl>o!its  of  the  enemy  1  have  yet  seen.  This  plan  having,' 
heen  l»rought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  they,  with  character  is  tic  promptness,  have  placed  at  my  dis- 
position the  sum  of  ^50,000  for  the  in^mediate  construction  of  such  ii 
ram  as  Captain  Ijee  proposes.  Practical  builders  express  the  belief 
that  they  can  build  it  for  the  sum  appropriated,  but  as  I  am  aware  of 
the  diflSciilty  of  eHtimatiaj^^  with  tin-  least  accui'acy  the  cost  of  such 
work  at  this  juncture.  I  liave  roncluded  to  send  Captain  Lee  to  sub- 
mit the  details  of  liis  plan  t(^  the  War  l>epartmcjit,  or,  if  necessarv* 
to  the  Navy  Department,  with  the  hope  tlisO  the  eoupenttion  of  the 
Confederate  (io^ernnient  may  lie  secured,  if  necessary,  in  the  coo- 
struction  of  the  one  about  to  lie  be^un  liy  the  State,  and  also  that  tbe 
plan  will  meet  with  such  favor  a.s  to  lead  to  the  construction  of  similar 
rams  for  other  scenes  of  operatic)n, 

I  can  not  doubt  that  rams,  propeiiy  built,  according  to  the  plan  of 
Captain  Lee,  would  be  far  more  effective  than  trunboat^of  the  present 
construction  three  times  us  large  and  costly,  with  the  other  important 
advantage  of  lading  built  in  one-third  of  the  time  required  for  rams  of 
the  present  models.     Time,  indeed,  is  now  of  vital  importimce  in  pre- 

! taring  for  the  safety  of  this  city  and  ix>rt,  and  should  the  plans  which 
Japtain  Lee  will  submit  be  approved  by  the  Department,  and  authority 
be  given  to  use  the  mateiia!  already  collected  here,  I  fetd  assured  I 
can  have  the  w^ork  done,  and  with  such  vigor  as  to  have  a  nun  ready 
for  service  in  time  to  render  signal  aid  in  holding  this  port  for  the 
Confederate  States, 

Were  some  of  these  rams  built  at  the  same  time  in  the  Yazoo  River, 
they  could  dash  into  and  clear  the  Mississippi  River,  and  aid  naiterially 
in  tlie  recapture  of  New  Orleans,  and,  if  etfeetive  liere.  others  would 
be  equally  etficient  at  Port  Royal  and  Savannah  and  in  James  River. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  813 

Let  me  bespeak  for  Captain  Lt^o  the  t*oiiMiid(iration  dim  to  his  zeal, 
intelligence,  and  rapaeity  na  a  practieal  engineer. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General^  Ctminianduuj, 
Greneral  S.  Cooper,  ^ 

Adjutant  and  lnifj}€CtoT' General  C\  S*  Army^  Hichnt/nd,  Vh> 


LeittTjrom  General  BeauregaTd^  O,  S,  Arrni/,  fa  the  mayor  of  Charles- 
tan  J  S*  V*^  regitrdlm/  rumor  of  an  imviinetit  atta^'k  ujmn  that  city\ 

HDQKd.  Deft.  South  Carolina  and  Geokoia, 

eharhsfmu  S.  a,  (kfoher  17,  186^. 
DfiAB  SiR"  I  have  jutit  received  the  fullowinjr  telegmm  from  the 
honorable  Secretiiiy  of  War,  which  I  thinli  advisable  to  communicate 
to  you: 

A  p^iilleumn  who  brinip*  ^ood  crt^dentials^  ha;^  just  arrived  from  Baitiniore;  he 
repjrts  that  a  Cabiiii'l  meeting  was  held  in  Wni^hin^toii  on  i\w,  7th  in.^Uuif,  ni  which 
it  was  Khk-red  that  C'onnn<Mif»re  Dii  Fuul  tihoiUd  attack  Charletitou  within  the  ensuing 
t w o  w eek H ,     I  j; i v e  y o u  1 1 1 (^  h tut c n i en!  U'v r  w  hat  i t  i^  w ort  1 1 . 

This  may  he  a  mere  rumor,  l>ut  it  may  Ijc  prudent  to  prepare  for 
the  event  in  case  the  new^s  should  prove  to  be  true. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G*  T.  Beauregard, 

General^  Com  ma  ndhi^, 
Hon.  Chari.e8  Macbeth^ 

Mayor  of  Charlestmi,  S,  €\ 

[Copies  sent  to  Brigadier-General  R,  S.  Ripley,  conmiandiiig  tiryt 
district,  and  Commodore  D,  N,  lugmhauj,  commanding  naval  station, 
Charleston,] 

(Teleffmm.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October  17,  ISSS. 
We  will  endeavor  to  give  Conimodore  Du  Pont  as  warm  a  reception 
a^  circumstances  will  permit.     Can  not  Captain  Harris,  of  Engineers, 
be  hurried  on  here?    Much  has  still  to  be  done, 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
Hon.  George  W,  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Van 


Ord^r  of  Captmn  Inyrakam^  C*  S,  Mavy^  to  Lieidetiant  Dozier^  C,  S. 

Nary^  rtyardinff  a  change  of  command. 

Commandant's  Office, 
Charleston,  S:  a,  OctfTber  m,  186^. 
Sir:  \o\\  are  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer 
Jlffiifre^s^  ajid   will    relieve    Lieutenant   Ingraham   in   charge   of   the 
receiving  ship  //tdioN  f'hhf 

itespcctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant^ 

D.  N.  Ingraham, 
Captmn,  (brnmandij^g  Station, 
Lieutenant  Comnmnding  W.  G.  Duzieh, 

Vharkston^  S,  V, 
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Letter  from  General  Becmregard^  C.  S.  Army^  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Na/vy^  acknowledging  the  prompt  support  given  in  the  matter  oj  con- 
struction of  torpedo  rams. 

Hdqbs.  Dept.  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

Charl€sto7i,  S.  C,  October  31,  1862. 
Sir:  On  my  return  yesterday  from  Savannah  I  found  here  your 
letter*  of  the  20th  instant.  I  thank  you  for  the  prompt  and  favorable 
support  you  have  given  me  in  the  desire  to  construct  one  of  Captain 
F.  D.  Lee's  marine  torpedo  rams,  which  I  think  is  destined  ere  long 
to  change  the  system  of  naval  warfare,  for  it  is  evident  that  if  ships 
are  constructed  invulnerable  above  water  they  must  be  attacked  under 
it,  where  most  vulnerable.  I  confidently  believe  that  with  three  of 
these  light-draft  torpedo  rams  and  as  many  ironclad  gunboat  rams  this 
harbor  could  be  held  against  any  naval  force  of  the  enem}^  who  could 
never  bring  here  seaworthv  ironclad  gunboats  or  steamers  of  light 
draft  that  could  withstand  the  destructive  effects  of  our  harbor  rams. 
Tho  same  means  can  also  be  used  (with  one  less  of  each  class)  for 
Savannah  and  Mobile. 

I  wish  it  understood,  however,  that  I  never  desired  to  remove  the 
construction  of  that  torpedo  ram  from  the  competent  naval  officer  in 
command  of  this  station.  All  that  I  desired  was  to  see  it  afloat  and 
ready  for  action  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richvwnd,  Va. 


Letter  from  Oeneral  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army^  to  Captain  Ingraham, 
C.  &,  Navy,  suggesting  the  use  of  dummies  for  retarding  the  enemy'* s 
movemetits. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  South  Carolina  and  Georoia, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Novembers,  1862. 
Captain:  You  will  greatly  oblige  by  furnishing,  on  the  requisition 
of  Dr.  Cheves,  300  pieces  of  gunboat  plating,  from  2  to  3  feet  long, 
for  use  in  connection  with  the  boom.  Let  me  also  suggest  that  the 
three  ships  in  this  harbor  might  be  arranged  with  portholes  and 
'*quaker"  guns,  or  dunmiies,and  anchored  near  the  line  of  boom, 
apparently  for  its  defense.  These  dummies  were  found  quite  effective 
in  retarding  the  enemy's  movements  at  Centreville  and  the  Potomac 
border. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Captain  D.  N.  Inoraham,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commxinding  Naval  Forces,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

*Not  found. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  TaMnM,  C\  S.  Xatm,  to  Lieutenant  Pd^yU  C.  S. 
Nmy^for  the  recomtn/  ofancJw^rs  mid  cnaitis  used  for  fire  rafts. 

Comihandant's  Office, 
Sam?imf/i^  Nommher  3,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  sweep  the  place  in  the  river  where  the  tiro  niftn  wei*e 
placed  with  your  sniall  boat^  until  you  recover  the  anchors  and  chaini* 
which  wore  iiwod  to  moor  those  ntfts. 

Kespcctfully,  your  obedient  h^ervant, 

J.  Tatt^sall, 
Mag-  Officer^  Com  m  a  ?idin4/. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  P.  Pelot, 

C\  S.  S>  jSavmrnah,  off  Fart  Jachimu 


General  order  of  (Jem^Hxl  Beauregmrd^^  CI  S.  Army^  changing  the  d^s- 

nfnatimi  of  certain  hatteries* 

Genkual  Orders,  I       Udqks.  Department  of  S.  C.  and  Ga., 

No.  S8.  \  Ch^trhstojK  S,  a,  JVoremheri,  186^. 

L  No  personal  application  whatever  will  he  considered  at  these  head- 
quarter-s;  and  pcndintr  the  con^idenition  and  action  at  the.se  headtpiar- 
ters  on  any  application  for  leave  of  abHence  the  applicant  w  ill  nut  be 
[)eriiiitted  to  leave  his  company,  re^''invent,  or  post  in  order  to  make  a 
l>ersonal  apnlicatiojx  at  these  headquartera  in  sup|x>rt  of  his  written 
one.  nor  will  he  he  allowed  to  do  8o  indirectly  throuj^rh  another  party, 
excf^pt  in  ca^es  of  .surgeoifs  ecrtiftcated,  ufxin  which  the  .safety  of  tno 
applicant  may  de|)end. 

IL  All  applications  or  communications  must  be  in  writing  and  reg- 
ularly transmitted  to  these  headquarters  through  the  ascending  channel 
of  I  ominimication  or  they  will  not  he  considered. 

111.  Certain  batteries  in  the  First  Military  District  will  be  designated 
and  known  as  follows: 

Entilade  battery,  Sullivan's  Island,  m8  Battery  Bee. 

Beach  [Breach]  Inlet  battery,  Sultivan\s  Island,  as  Battery  Marshall, 

Morris  Island  battery  as  Battery  Wagner. 

McLcod's  battery,  James  Islandl,  as  Battery  ileans. 

Lawton  battery,  James  Island,  a.s  Battery  trlover. 

By  connnand  of  Gene  ml  Beauregard: 

Thomas  Jordan, 
Chief  of  Stiff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera/, 


Let  ft  r  from  Ifu^  Se^Tetary  of  War  ft*  General  Beauregard,  C,  S,  Ar?ug^ 
regarding  the  reeotiunendatioti  ff  the  latter  for  the  construction  of 
if¥.metads  at  Charlestons  S.  C 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Riehmtmd^  Va.,  JVovemhr  10,  IS62. 
Genekal:  The  letter  of  Colonel  Gonzales,  with  your  endorsement, 
reeonnnending  tlie  inunediate  constrnction  of  two  ifght-dnift  ironclad 
gunboats  at  Charleston,  was  submitted  to  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  who  reported  that  such  vessels  woidd  be  of  great  value  in 
defense  of  that  city  if  constructed  in  time,  but  that  they  could  not  be 
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paid  for  from  the  engineer  appropriation,  and  recommended  a  refer- 
ence  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     Thi«  was*  done,  and  Mr.  Mallorj 
repHeh  that  "The  Kavy  Deimrttiient  is  now  constructing^  all  the  Ixjat 
at  Charleston  that  it  can  find  mechanics  and  uiateriak  for.     If  then 
are  parties  in  Charleston  able  und  willing  to  build  ironclad  war  voaeeU, 
thiss  Department  will  employ  them  at  once." 

1  our  obedient  servant,  G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Geiieml  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Vtmimanding,  etc. 


LeUerfrfmi  agent  of  the  Jfmg  Department  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
regarainy  the  transportation  of  coal  and  iron, 

Atlanta,  Noi^efnler  24^  ^862. 
Sir:  I  have  gotten  a  HtHe  method  at  last  into  the  coal  transjx>rta* 
tion.  Hiivo  sent  to  Charleston.  S.  C*.  4*h»  tons;  to  Savannah,  2*i2  tons; 
J.  IL  WiU'iier,  Columinis,  Ga,,  56  ton;*;  in  all,  for  the  first  month's 
operations  trross  amount  of  OSS  tons,  notwithstanding  un  interruption 
by  the  movement  of  General  Bi'atr^'s  droops  of  fully  tw<j  week*.  My 
(^rs  hiivv  f>een  delayed  entirely  too  much  at  ChLirleston  and  Savannah. 
I  shall  firjd  out  the  reason,  if  any  there  be  for  it,  and  may  ask  you  to 
instruct  the  commanding  officers  to  remedy  it,  should  I  find  any  neglect 
in  the  iinloading  of  the  coal  after  its  arrival  at  its  destination.  So 
much  for  the  coal,  and  now  for  the  paramount  interest— the  iron.  I 
fear,  should  the  War  Department  adhere  to  their  request  tus  to  the 
Brunswick  iron,  that  the  views  t>f  the  Navy  Department  may  be  seri- 
ously interfered  with.  I  received  a  dispaUh  when  last  at  Savannah 
from  General  Beauregard,  retiuesting  only  that  in  my  action  I  should 
not  require  the  road  for  military  purp:>se.s  more  than  1  poHsilily  might 
be  compelled  to  do  to  consult  with  General  Mercer.  I  only  asked  for 
the  immediate  removal  of  the  4«il  tons  of  iron  already  taken  from  the 
Brunswick  end  of  the  road,  and  now  lying  25  miles  up  the  road*  at 
Waynesville,  at  which  point  the  present  running  of  road  tci-minates.  I 
expiM-t  to  be  aJ^le  to  satisfy  General  Beauregard  that  th**  taking  up  of 
Home  l,6nO  tons  more  of  iron  from  the  unused  portion  of  the  road  will 
not  interfen*  with  the  military  use  of  the  nmd,  in  his  acceptation  of  that 
term,  vs^hen  I  ean  get  a  personal  interview.  Agiiin,  in  reference  to  the 
Ko^^KM'ts  iron,  1  have  yet  only  got  some  500  tons  away,  although  1  have 
been  some  three  times  to  i^avannah  to  give  my  personal  attention  to 
its  removal    lioth  General  Mercerand  Koberts,  as  president  of  the  roacl, 

Sromised  everything  retpiircd,  hut  they  failed  to  perform.  Oiptain 
ames  T.  Stewart,  General  Mjereerl's  quartermaster,  write.s  me  that 
he  can  not  get  the  iron  up,  Mr.  Rjobert^sJ  using  the  means  of  trans- 
poi'tation  in  hauling  cotton  and  other  private  freight  insitefulof  the  iron 
m  question.  I  am  luiw  going  down  again  to-morrow,  and  shall  ende4ivor, 
if  1  find  it  necessary,  to  make  up  a  train,  for  which  I  have  provided  the 
ears,  to  remove  it  at  once.  I  feel  the  importance  of  immediate  and 
energetic  action  in  the  premises,  for  fear  the  enemy  mav  possibly  cut 
some  bridge  upon  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  roai  and  thereby 
seriously  interrupt  the  completion  of  the  vessels  now  in  progress  aod 
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near  coinpletioih  The  railroads  are  all  .so  04Tiipied  with  army  move- 
uiouts  alio  supplies  that  it  appears  almost  impossible  to  achieve  any- 
thing ill  tlie  wa}'  of  getting  iix)n  to  the  rolling  mill.  The  avenue  from 
Havaniiah  Is  the  furthest  fi'om  these  objections  of  all,  and  hence  all  or 
an}^  pertinacity  upon  my  part  becomes  entirely  proper.  It  may  become 
necessary  for  asyi&^tance  in  the  f^hape  of  oraern  from  Richmi»no  to 
enforce  the  attention  of  our  arm}^  friends  to  the  importance  of  an 
adequate  and  immediate  supply  of  iron  for  the  naval  service,  and,  if 
so,  I  wiU  ask  for  it  by  telegraph  from  your  hands.  My  address*  will 
be  Pulaski  House,  Savannah,  for  the  next  few  days. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Miner, 
Agent  of  A^a^y  DepartnienU 
Hod,  S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretury  of  Navy^  Rlchmand, 


Letter  frtym  agent  of  the  Naiyy  Departm^mi  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nam/^ 

urging  Government  c&ntrol  of  railroad  to  insure  prompt  trampar- 

tati<m. 

Savannah,  N&veti^her  ^7,  186^. 

Roberts  coutrols  the  road.  Iron  and  other  (iovernment  freight 
delayed  for  private  speculation.  Geneml  Mercer  has  ordered  repeat- 
edly to  no  purpose,  The  only  remedy  is  in  General  Mercer  being 
authorized  by  Secretary  of  War  to  take  control  of  road.  He  conrurH 
in  this,  and  a^ked  for  orders  from  Beauregard,  who^  through  Secretary, 
should  issue  the  order.  The  Navy  Department  must  nave  iron  at 
once,  or  discontinue  its  efforts.  Obtiiin  the  order  for  General  Mercer 
to  take  control  of  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Railroad,  and  all 
will  be  welL 

J*  G.  Miner, 
Ageni  Navy  Departnimi. 

S,  R,  Mallort. 

[£ndOTii«iiicnL] 

Respeetfidly  referred  to  Secretary  of  War,  with  request  that  the 
general  in  command  may  be  directed  to  expedite  the  transportation. 

S.  R.  M[allory,J 
Secretary  of  Nany, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  t/t^  Navy  to  Lwuienant  Dozier^  C,S.  Navy^ 
regardifig  the  prompt  con^tructioji  4  f  gunboat  under  his  direction. 

Confederate  States  of  Abierica, 
Navy  Department,  Hickmond,  Deceniber  16.  186^. 

Sir:  The  Department  relies  upon  you  to  complete  the  gunboat,  for 
the  construction  of  which  you  are  orde'^^d,  in  the  shortest  possible 
time.  Mr.  Murray,  a  constructor  of  experience  and  ener^}^  is  on  his 
way  here  and  will  join  jon  in  a  few  days,  and  yon  can  place  him  in 
inimediate  charge  of  the  work. 

General  Harllee's  patriotic  offer  to  aid  in  procuring  timl>er,  engag- 
ing workmen,  etc.,  is  highly  appreciated,  and  you  will  avail  yourself 
as  far  as  possible  of  his  assistance- 

A  paymaster  with  funds  will  join  you  in  a  few  days* 
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I  suggest  that  you  confer  freely  with  General  Harllee,  and  push  the 
work  on  night  and  day. 
The  fastening  has  been  ordered  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

8.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

First  Lieutenant  Wm.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Geiwral  ^Y.  W.  Ilarll^,  Mars  Bluff,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Seeretarif  of  the  Navjj  to  Lieutenant  Dozier^  61  S.  Navy^ 
to  proceed  with  dwpatch  in  the  work  of  (xnistraiction. 

Confederate  States  of  America^ 
NaiJy  Dej>artment^  Richmond,  December  2^,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  with  General  Harllee's,  [has] 
been  received. 
His  views  are  all  approved,  and  your  instructions  are  ample. 
A  paymaster  and  constructor  are  on  the  way  to  Mars  Blun  to  report 
to  you.     Go  ahead  with  all  dispatch. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant  W.  G.  Doziek,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Johnsonville,  S.  C, 


Letter  from  Briyailier-  Geiieral  RlpUy,  €.  S,  Army,  to  General  Beavr 
regard,  C.  S.  Army,  reyarding  the  captured  U.  S.  steamer  Isaac 
Smith, 

Charleston,  January  SO,  1863. 
General;  Your  note  received.  Have  received  a  dispatch  from 
Colonel  Yates  telling  me  that  there  were  two  more  boats  in  Stono,  and 
saying  that  he  was  out  of  ammunition:  would  blow  up  the  Smith  and 
retire.  I  telegraphed  in  return  not  to  destroy  her  until  the  last;  I 
would  send  ammunition  and  boat  at  once.  I  have  accordingly  started 
the  Sumter,  light-draft  boat,  which  can  get  through  Wappoo  at  any 
tide,  with  forty  VIH-inch  shell  and  cartridges  and  a  guard.  I  hope 
she  will  be  alongside  the  Isaac  Smith  in  three  hours,  and  take  tne 
flood  tide  with  her  up  to  Fort  Pemberton.  She  could  not  tow  the 
Smith  on  the  ebb,  or  1  would  have  had  her  through  at  once.  I  hope 
it  will  be  all  right. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding. 
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Letter  friytn  General  Beauregard^  C.  S*  ArmtK  to  Bri^adur- General 
Ripley^  C.  S.  Army^  reftrrlng  to  unmicceasful  afta^'hi  upo7i  the  bat- 
tery at  Gene»U  Pointy  Ga, 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  South  Carolina  and  Gegroia, 

CharleHttm,,  S\  (\,  FJinmnj '2^  186 J, 
(tENERal:  The  movements  of  the  enemy  seem  to  indieute  Suvarmah 
as  their  future  ol>jective  point.  The  battery  at  trenesis  Point,  on  the 
Great  Ogeechee,  has  twice  been  unsiieee^sfully  attucked  with  an  iron- 
clad (a  monitor),  four  gunboats,  and  one  mortar  boat,  to  which  the 
battery  could  oppose  only  twoetfective  guns — an  Vlllinch  colunibiad 
and  a  32-poiinder,  lifled.  The  result  ma?-'t  be  very  encouraging  to  im 
for  the  defenses  of  this  harbor.  I  desire  sendiixg  to  (ienesis  Point  {if 
it  can  possibly  be  spared  from  this  district)  one  4*i-iK>under,  rifled, 
with  some  anununition,  etc,  complete.  You  will  then,  if  it  can  t»e  done, 
send  one  to  the  railroad  depot  for  Savannah  as  soon  as  praeti cable. 
Respectfnlly.  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T*  BeAL REGARD, 

General  y  Commandmg, 
Brigadier-Geneml  R,  8.  RrPLEY, 

Commanding  First  District^  Gharl^stmi^  S.  C\ 


[TeU'gmni.] 


Charleston,  S,  C,  ,  FSr^iary  3.  1S6S. 
British  war  steamer  Vadmim  arrived  yesterday  off  thiB  port.  Con- 
sul Bunch  is  ordered  to  embark  with  his  family  as  soon  as  possible. 
United  States  New  IrtmHifieii  is  among  blockaders.  It  is  heheved  on 
good  authority  this  place  is  to  lie  attacked  soon,  instead  of  Savannah, 
asalre^idy  reported  probable  to  War  Dejmrtment.  My  troop.?  sent  to 
Wilmington,  with  more  tmsides,  are  indispensable  for  safety  of 
Chaiieston  or  Savannah.  Some  more  heavy  guns  would  add  greatly 
to  their  defense.  No  time  should  hQ  lost.  m)w  or  never.  Time  of 
eight  reserve  State  regiments  expire  in  a  few  days.  Can  they  not  be 
kept  in  service  thirty  days  longer 'J  Have  already  reported  difficulty 
to  finish  tor|xnlo  ram  for  w^antof  materials.  Government  is  building 
three  gunboats  and  State  one,  which  can  not  be  Hnished  for  same  reason. 
Why  not  concentrate,  as  already  suggested  once,  all  labor  and  materials 
on  one  at  timet 

(t.  1\  Beauregard, 
(rr fUTdiy  Vommmuiituj 
Geneml  S.  Cooper, 

Adjnf4int  and  hwpector-^  GenenA^  Richmmid^  Fa, 


Lfthr  from  Mmier  Litflepagi\  (\  S,  Nmju^  to  Lienfenant  JofUJt.  C  S, 
JVavy^  regarding  viovemenU  of  the  C,  S*  S.  Atlanta, 

C.  S.  S.  Atlanta,  Felmiary  IS,  1S6S. 
My  Dear  Mr,  Jones:  Your  kind  letter  reached  me  in  due  time,  but 
having  found  me  t^on fined  to  my  bed  1  have  had,  very  i^ontrary  to  my 
wishci^,  to  defer  answering  it  until  now.     I  could  have  answered  it. 


thofi<^,  :i  fur^  ^ys  sooner,  but  as  nothing  positive  ws»  known  nsgmrd- 
irifp  rh^  mor^nnefitM  of  cfae  Atlanta  £  thought  I  would  wait  a  dm^  or 
two  and  1<H:  yon  know  what  to  enect  from  our  iiiip. 

W<>  are  ^tiil  \\X  anchor  in  the  [Savannah]  river  between  Fort  Jack- 
son and  the  tin^t  ohHtroctions*  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
G'^rrrjiff.  \  iinderntand  it  La  Cfae  intention  of  the  (!ommodore  that  the 
Athmfa  -♦hall  be  moored  as  near  the  ^tem  of  the  ^r^-orffia  9»  dhe  can 
get.  ^  that  hy  ^pringinj^  her  either  of  her  brriad;»ide24  may  ha  made  to 
near  on  the  obi^tnirtion^  in  Che  event  of  tlie  anticipated  attack.  I 
think  I  caax  safely  affirm  that  the  Atl^inta  will  never  ^  outsade  of  the 
ohfvtrurtionA  :i^in  or,  at  leant  for  name  time.  For  the  pmst  ten  day^ 
we  have  been  at  .inirhor  juAt  below  Cau^ton*^  Blutf.  wiuch  i»  about  S 
miie^  below  where  .^he  now  lies. 

I  am  norry  to  inform  yon  that  Captain  3ftcBlair  died  thi»  afterntion 
at  ahont  1 :  -^K  ft  ham  been  radier  more  than  a  week  rnnce  he  left  the 
.•4iij).  looking"  aH  well  an  I  have  ever  r*een  him.     ♦    ♦    ♦ 

1  ^w  by  the  papers  >(everai  day*  ago  that  yoa  had  been  detached 
fmm  the  Chnti4ihii^>rh**tr  and  ordered  to  Texat».  There  i»  aome  talk  of 
your  having'  eommand  of  the  new  iron<;lad  which  wa»  launched  here 
ahont  a  week  ago.  8he  i^^  ^mid  by  tho^e  who  profess  to  know  to  be 
the  heflt  ironclad  in  the  Confedenu'y.  Her  quarters^  I  onderstaod,  are 
Ar^-rate.  \  winh  I  <!Ould  nay  the  ^^ame  of  the  Atianta^^  for  I  think  ;ihe 
han  the  moHt  miserable  I  ever  saw.  There  is  no  vendlation  bek>w  at 
alU  and  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  live  on  her  in  the  sum- 
mer, r  would  defy  anyone  in  the  world  to  tell  when  it  is  day  or  when 
niffht  if  he  is  confined  below  without  any  way  of  marking  time.  When 
we  go  to  .sleep  there  is  nothing  between  as  and  the  water  outride 
except  a  thin  Hoell  of  iron  about  tive-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  I 
would  venture  to  ^y  that  if  a  person  were  blindfolded  and  carried  below 
and  then  turned  loone  he  would  imagine  himself  in  a  swamp^  for  the 
water  is  trickling  in  all  the  time  and  everything  is  .<o  damp. 

I  was  surprised  when  I  read  vour  letter  to  find  that  I  haii  neglected 
to  give  you  the  number  and  cafiber  of  our  guns.  We  have  onlv  four 
gnns,  two  7-inch  and  two  H. 4-inch  rifles,  exactly  like  those  we  fcad  on 
the  Vrrfj'inm,  I  believe  there  are  on  board  one  hundred  wrought  and 
cast  iron  bolts  for  each  gun.  The  broadside  guns  are  mounted  on 
Marsilly  carriages,  and  those  for  the  pivot  guns  are  very  similar  to 
those  we  had  on  the  Virgi,nin.     ♦    ♦    * 

Hoping  this  may  find  you  welL  I  remain,  your  sincere  friend, 

H.  B.  LrriLJiPAGiL 

[Lieutenant  Catbsby  ap  K.  Jo^es.] 


iMf^r ^frmn.  th^  S*'/rrefnry  oftht  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Weii^  C,  S.  3tf  rv, 
ynahrn/j  mi/^fjiMt/nm  tn  cn^e  of  an  attack  vpon  the  eneviyn  jfle^t  f>y 

(Confederate  States  of  America, 
Nary  Ih-jpartment^  Richmrmd^  February  19 j  186 J. 
Hm:  Should  if  \h',  deemed  advisable   to  attack  the  enem3''^s  fleet 
^fy  ^Kjrftfdin^,  th^^  following  suggestions  are  reconmiended  for  your 
r<)tisideTfttion: 


MrniiM  iff  in  Hi  riling  the  mrmy. 

First.  Rowhoats  and  bargee,  of  which  Charleston  can  furnish  a  lar»;p 
nuDiher. 

Second.   Small  steanifTs,  two  or  three  to  attack  eath  vesseU 

Third.  The  hull  of  a  single-decked  vesyeL  without  spar^,  divided 
into  severul  wtiter- light  conijiart mentis  by  cross  bulkheads,  and  with 
deek8  and  hatches  tight,  may  have  a  deck  load  of  compressed  cotton, 
so  placed  on  either  side  and  forward  and  aft  as  to  leave  a  space  fure 
and  aft  in  the  center.  A  light  scaffold,  to  extend  from  the  upper  tier 
of  cotton  10  or  15  feet  over  the  side  and  kading  to  the  enemy's  turret 
when  alongside  the  ironclad,  and  over  which  it  can  l>e  boarded  at  the 
name  time  that  hoarding  would  be  done  from  f<»rward  and  aft.  This 
could  Im3  made  periiianent  or  to  lower  at  wilL 

The  boarders  to  be  divided  into  parties  of  tens  and  twenties^  each 
under  a  leader.  One  of  these  parties  to  be  prepared  with  irtJn  wedges 
to  wedge  between  the  turret  and  the  deck:  a  second  party  of  ten  U> 
cover  tne  pilot  house  with  wet  btaiiketi?;  a  third  paity  of  twiMity  to 
throw  powder  down  the  smoke[stack]  or  to  cover  it;  another  party  of 
twenty  provided  with  turpentine  or  caiophcne  in  glass  vessels  to  .smash 
over  the  turret  and  witn  inextinguishable  rnpiid  lire  to  follow  it: 
another  mrty  of  twenty  to  watch  every  opening  in  the  deck  or  turret, 

Ero video  wdth  sulphureted  cartridges,  etc,,  to  smoke  the  enemy  out, 
ight  ladders,  weighing  a  few  pounds  only,  could  be  provided  to  reach 
the  top  oi  the  turret. 

A  rough  drawing  illustrative  of  this  design  is  enclosed. 
T  am.  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  JVaift^. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  A,  Webu,  C,  S.  Navy, 

RlchiHond^  Ya. 


hiMructiofw  from  Lieuieruinf  WM^  C  S.  JVfjri/^  U}  Lieut-enmit  Doziet^ 
i\  S,  Na^^y^  regard} n4^  the  dtfense  of  ClutrleMou  Ilarbof*. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Ifareh  23,  1S63. 
Sik:  You  are  selected  in  this  imixn-tant  expedition  to  carry  out  the 
design  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  preserve 
order  and  enforce  strict  obedience  at  nil  hazards.  Be  careful  to  select 
the  coolest  and  best  uien  under  your  couuuaiid  to  discharge  the  torpe- 
does, aud  should  the  ironclads  pass  the  biitteriei*  the  tinst  and  main 
object  is  to  destroy  them  by  means  of  torpedoes,  failing  in  w^hich  you 
will  immediately  board  them  and  carry  into  effect  the  programnie 
herewith  enclosed.  You  will  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon  your  leader 
aud  follow  his  motions,  and  should  the  btjat  ahead  of  you  gain  a  foot- 
bold  upon  the  lirst  ironclad  you  will  sheer  off  and  attack  the  next  in 
order. 

After  the  lirst  attack  is  made  confusion  in  some  degree  may  follow, 
when,  1  trust,  your  own  judgment  may  be  equal  to  the  coutest, 
VeiT  respectfully, 

W.  A.  Webb, 
Lind-eiianty  Com mandimj. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  (i*  Uozifau  C  S,  Navy. 
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[Tglfywun  ] 

Charleston,  March  26,  186S. 
The  small  boat  alluded  to  in  your  dispatch*  this  morning  was  the 
nayal  boat  with  torpedo.     It  reported  at  Fort  Somter.     'riie  waves 
broke  off  the  shaft  to  which  the  torpedo  was  attached  and  the  ex]>edi- 
tion  was  therefore  onsuccessfni. 

William  F.  !Nance, 

Aeting  AdpU€tnt'  General. 
CJeneral  Trapier. 


Order  of  the  S^rrrtary  of  the  Xavy  to  Comtnander  Page^  C.  >S.  JViaiy. 
regarding  reports  on  ordnance. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
JTan/  Department^  Richmond^  April  3^  1863. 
Sir:  Ton  will  please  instruct  the  coomianding  oflScers  of  the  vessels 
and  batteries  under  vour  command  in  which  navv  guns  are  mounted 
to  make  the  following  reports,  quarterly,  to  the  oflScer  of  ordnance  and 
hydrography: 

The  number  of  times  each  gun  is  lired,  with  the  weight  and  kind  of 
projectile  and  chai]ge  of  powder,  stating  also  the  number  of  each  gun 
and  other  distinguishing  marks  upon  it. 

In  the  first  report,  to  be  forwarded  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  should 
be  stated,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  number  of  times  each  gun 
has  been  fired  previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  order,  g'iving  the  charge 
of  powder  and  weight  and  kind  of  projectile  if  practicable. 

This  information  is  deemed  very  important  and  is  required  for 
special  purposes,  and  you  will  enjoin  upon  the  oflScers  the  necessity  of 
fumishmg  it  in  full. 

I  am,  respectful  1}%  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Nimy, 
Commander  R.  L.  Page,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Polices  Afloat^  SaiHinnah^  Ga. 


General  order  of  Brigadier-  General  Mercer^  C,  S,  Army^  announcing 
the  authority  of  Vommander  Page^  C,  S.  Navy^  relative  to  naval 
matters  in  the  military  district  of  Georgia, 

General  Orders,  /  Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Georgia, 

No.  24.  \  Savannah,  AprH  4,  1863. 

I.  Captain  R.  L.  Page,  C.  S.  Navy,  having  beei.  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  naval  forces  afloat  at  this  point,  it  is  hereby  announced, 
for  the  information  of  the  troops  in  this  district,  that  all  ordei's  emanat- 
ing from  Captain  R.  L.  Pa^e,  C.  S.  Navy,  which  refer  to  naval  move- 
ments, the  regulations  of  signals,  the  observation  of  the  enemy's  fleet, 
and  other  matters  within  the  sphere  of  his  action  will  be  regarded  as 
oflSeial  and  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

II.  Telegraph  and  signal  operators  in  this  district  will  receive  and 
transmit  official  messages  for  Captain  Page,  or  by  his  order,  over  the 

*Not  found. 
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Governinent  line^  in  this  ilistrict  without  further  authority  f'vtnn  these 
heiid(|iiiu'ter.s, 

III.  Psissports  from  I'liptnin  Vn^io  will  \n'  roro^nizM  hy  ofHcern  and 
^auirds  ill  this  cotiimaiid. 

IV.  All  order.s  ,sitrii(^.tl  ]>y  mlu4i  aids  of  C  aptaiii  Pugo  lus  imiy  in*  tiere- 
nftfr  iippoitited  will  be  duly  respected. 

I5y  order  of  Iiriga(lh'r-( Jt^neral  ill.  W.J  Mercer; 

Gkougk  a.  Mercek, 
Captain  and  Actuuj  Af/j uttuit-  General* 


Letter  from  Major  Prtngle^  i\  S,   Army,  to  Lwutenmd  WM^  C.  S* 
Jfavy^  vf  the  dhpmitum  of  vcirioiut  etmment. 

QUARTERMASTEll'S   OfFICE, 

Chfrlestofi,  [a;  a\,  April  i,  180 J. 
Captain:  The  steamer  Etlwan  h  awhore  and  will  not  gfet  off  for 
some  time.  The  Marnm  has  been  turned  over  to  the  En^inrer  Depart- 
ment by  orders  of  General  Beauregard.  The  Randftiph  will  soon  be 
at  March's  Wharf,  and  the  Clmck  ha.s  already  been  turned  ovej'  to 
Captain  McGary,  G  S.  Navy.  The  Sumttr  is  not  yet  ready  for 
service. 

I  am,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

MoTTE  A.  Pringle, 

Major  and  Quartermmter, 
Captuiu  Webb,  C-  S.  Navy. 


[ToIcgmm.J 


Fort  Su^iter,  April  5,  [J8631 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  i*eiK>rt  twenty-t^even  vesaek  in  sight, 
inehidiiig  six  monitors. 

Verv  resi>eetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfreo  Khett, 
Colon  €  /,  C  om  m  <  tn  ding^ 
Brigadier-General  Trapier. 


(Tt^lcgmuvJ 


Fort  Sumter,  April  -5,  {1S6S\, 
General:  The  enemy  are  mustering  outside  the  bar.     Have  every- 
thing in  readines^s  and  keep  a  sharp  lookout  to-day  and  to-night.     I 
am  going  to  hoi8t  nil  the  flags  and  hre  a  broadside  to  show  that  1  am 
reaa>\ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral^  Commofimng, 

Brigadier-General  J.  H.  Trapier, 

Commanding  Force^^  SaUma^^d  Infand. 
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[Telegmn.] 

Fort  Soitkr,  April  5,  [ISSS], 
You  had  better  tire  a  ruiind  iit  Fort  Moultrie  and  Battery  Bee. 

Bri(jafli4T'  Orfiertjl^  Commandin^A 
Brigadier-Geneml  Trapier. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  A/yrU  6,  ISmA 
Enemy's  ironeladM  (nine)  have  all  crossed  the  bar,  and  are  niovin^L 
as  if  to  engage  us.     CVm  not  the  naval  coniniundt^r  fatj  Saivannah  be 
induced  to  make  adeseent  at  onceoti  Port  Royal  and  effect  adivoi-sic  . 

O.  T,  Beauregard.] 
Brigadier-General  IL  W.  Mercer, 

Savannah^  Ga. 


Order  of  General  Beauregard^  C,  S.  Army,  to  Cajytmn  Lee^  C  - 
Engineers^  to  prepare  to  dtifiroy  the  to^rpedo  mm  und^r  AiJ*  cymiman 
at  a  mojfiefit^H  nmrmng, 

Hi>QKS.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Geobol^,  and  Flortda, 

Charl^ton,  S\  CI,  April  6,  ISeJ, 
Captain  I  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  direct  tl_ 
all  the  necessary  arningenient^j  be  made  to  insure  the  complete  destnie^ 
tion  of  the  torpedo  mm  under  your  charge  at  a  moment's  warning. 
Eespeetfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  TorTANT  Beaureoard, 

Aid-de-  Chmp. 
Captain  Francis  D.  Lee, 

CI  S,  Engiiieers^  CharleAtmi^  S.  C 


[TeieRTaTn.] 

Chari.e8ton^  April  ff,  ISSS. 
Twenty-four  wooden  vesseU,  the  Irmmde^^  and  six  monitors  off  liar. 
Two  nionitorH  apparently  this  side  of  bar.  Sixteen  steamers  and  eight 
schooners  in  Stouo  ott  Cole's  and  Goat  iskuds.  Steamers  munng 
aljout  all  night.  Activity  in  Heet  all  night,  and  this  morning  enemy 
kudiug  on  Goat  Island, 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inftpecti^r  General. 


fTt'k'grftm.] 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  6,  I86S, 
Ironclads  moving  in,  2: 40  p.  m. ;  nearest  in  line  with  Ijeach  at  Morris 

Island  at  low  winter.     Thirtj' -three  vessels  in  Stono. 

G.  T,  Beauregard. 
James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretury  of  Wa7\ 
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[Telegmm,] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Aprils^  1863. 

Two  ironclads  appear  to  have  pasj^ed  within  bar,  but  make  no  demon- 
stnitioTis  of  attack;  other  yeven  still  romahi  outside.  Great  arti\  ity  in 
Hi^et.  Some  5,(XK)  troops  are  apparently  landed  on  small  islands  alKJiit 
mouth  Stono.     Will  keep  you  advised. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

ah?ef  of  Staff . 

y\,  L.   BONHAM, 

G overrun*  <{f  'South  Carolhm.  Cdmnbia^  S,  0. 
[Duplicate  to  Hon,  James  L.  Orr,  Richmond,  Va.] 


[Telegram.] 

Suujvak's  Island,  April  6,  1S6S. 

I  urged  upon  the  sentinel  last  night  the  utmost  vigilance  in  view  of 
the  expecteci  attack.  I  visited  some  of  the  [>osts  before  12,  and  all  of 
them  after  12  o'clock  in  the  night.  All  of  the  guards  turned  out 
promjjtly  and  were  well  instructed,  except  the  guard  at  the  wharf. 
On  this  morning,  8:15  o'clock,  six  ironclads  are  in  sight. 
Respectfully  swbmitt-ed. 

O,  M,  Dantzler, 
Li^uienmit-ikdonei  Twentieth  South  (hrotiaa   VoIfOiteer'S 

mid  J*7ehl  OMcer  of  tft^  Day* 
W.  C.  Hane, 

Acting  Adjutant  Ihst, 


Fort  Sumteb,  April  6,  [IS6J]. 
All  right;  let  the  people  be  well  fed  without  regard  to  coniiniBsary 
Tegiilations,  if  you  think  best     The  harbor  row  is  over  until  next  tide, 
I  think.     Am  going  to  town.     Return  in  about  six  hours.     Probably 
have  another  torpedo  down  this  afternoon. 

R.  S.  Ripley, 

Brigadier'  GeneraL 
Brigadier-Geneml  Trapier. 


Ord^ of  Commander  Ttwktr,  (\  S,  A'^ari/,  to  Zicutemmt  THM,  CI  S. 
Nomfj  to  require  /mm  John  Fra4te!*  cfc  Co,  certain  itmin^hipa  /m*  ttt^ 
defence  of  Ckarhst^n  Harhor. 

C.  S,  S.  Chtcora, 

Charhstmi  Rm^rr^  [S.  C],  Aprit  7,  IS6S, 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  call  upon  Mr.  Wagner,  of  the  firm  of 
John  Fraser  &  Co.,  [andj  inform  him  that  von  require  the  steamships 
named  for  the  defense  oi  the  harbor,  and  ttat  you  must  and  will  have 
them. 
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1  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
authorizing  me  to  assume  any  responsibility  demanded  b^'^  the  oo^-a- 
sion.     Therefore,  if  you  require  those  steamships,  take  them. 

See  General  Beauregard  and  confer  with  him  on  this  subject:  if 
you  need  force,  apply  to  him. 

See  Mr.  Wagner  and  effect  this  object  quietly  and  plea.8antly  if 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 
Commanding  Afioat, 

Lieutenant  Conmianding  W.  A.  Wjebb,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Special  Eoepeditian^  CJiarleston^  S.   C 

You  must  also  retain  their  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal  heavers,  and 
any  other  persons  you  may  ne^. 
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A.  Bartlett,  Schooner.    Mentioned 507 

Abbot,  Trevett. 

Mentioned 577-679,612,614,618 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  8.  C, 

by  Confederate  ironclade,  January  31, 1863 580, 595, 596 

Abiel,  Franklin  O.     Mentioned 570 

Adams,  Mr.    Mentioned 135 

Adams,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 479 

Adams,  James  M.     Mentioned 38 

Adams,  John.     See  John  Adams,  V.  S.  Army  transport. 

Adams,  La  Bue  P.     Mentioned 401, 402, 404 

Adams  Express  Company.     Mentioned 657 

Adderly  &  Co.     Mentioned 524 

Adela,  British  steamer.    Mentioned 81 

Adgrer,  James.     See  James  Adger,  XJ.  S,  S. 
Adirondack,  U.  S.  8. 

Loss  of,  August  23, 1862 287,293,294,313 

Mentioned 254,265,269,321 

Ordeng  for  movements 192,250,266 

Adkins,  Simpson.    Mentioned  ...i 793 

Agnes,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  September  25, 1862 346, 347 

Agrippina,  Bark.    Mentioned 283, 284 

Ahem,  William.    Mentioned 619 

Aid,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 140, 163, 447 

Aiken,  William.     Mentioned 75 

Alabama,*  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 487,571,697,754,755 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 120,121,343 

Condition  of 118 

Mentioned 6,32,41,49,51,54,59,72,73,89,113,117, 

138,  161,  173,  206,  217,  222,  251,  268,298,300,301,335,336,349,354,659 

Orders  for  movements 7,68,243,248,348 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 42,90,114,119,138,213,215 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Geoi^etown,  S.  C 21-23, 92, 121-125 

Orders  for  movementH 113, 115, 137 

Aldert,  Pilot.     Mentione<l 620 

Allen,  Mr.     Mentioned 367 

Allen,  C.  M.     For  correspondence  see  Bermuda,  V.  S.  cormd  at. 

Allen,  Samuel.     Mentioned 570 

Allen,  Sherman.     Mentioned 341 

Alligator.     See  BeUe^  British  schooner. 

*  A1m»  known  hb  290.  which  see. 
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Almy,  John  J.  Pige. 

Oorreepondence  with 

DuPont,  8.  F 166,306,443,478,482,741 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 90 

Mentioned 146,  741,  762, 7W 

Relieved  of  command  in  North  Edisto  River 763 

Reports  of. 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in 252 

Nellie,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  March  29,  1863 795 

Alphonse,  Joseph.    Mentioned 791 

Alston,  Oharles,  jr.     Mentioned 567 

Amathea,  Ship.    Mentioned 332 

Amee,  Jacob.     Mentioned 581 

America,  U.  S.  yacht. 

Captures  made  by 381,385,386,661-656 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 761 

Disposition  of 10 

Mentioned 147,206,209,281,292,293,302,304, 

341,  349,  387,  402,  486,  495,  512, 689, 691, 626, 664, 709,  765,  770,  774, 801 

Movements  of 501 

Orders  for  movements 117,190,322,418,496,783,788 

Amman,  Daniel. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia 216, 216 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,A.  D 184 

DeKrafft,  James  W 197 

DuPont,  S.  F 93,278,693,802 

Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  Commanding  officer  of 228 

Mentioned. . . .  15, 43, 83, 118, 131, 132, 135, 216, 223, 269, 341, 379, 694, 716, 719, 802 

Port  regulations  issued  by 801 ' 

Reports  of. 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.    Engagement  with  Federal  vessels,  March  3, 1863.      720 

Patapsco,  U.  8.  S.    Movements  of 639,666 

St.  John's  River,  Florida.     Operations  in 64, 78, 90 

Savannah  River.     Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in 232, 238 

Sproston,  John  G.     Death  of 83 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.     Operations  in 227, 282 

Transferred  from  command  of  IT.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  command  of  U.  S.  S. 

Sebago 202 

Anderson,  Oeor^  W. ,  jr. 

Mentioned 636-637,730,731 

Report  of  destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  Nashville,  February  28, 1863.      708 
Anderson,  Robert  H. 

Mentioned 635 

Reports  of  engagement  between  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  and  Federal  vessels, 

February  1,  1863 633-635 

Anderson,  Samuel.     Mentioned 40 

Andrew,  Henry.     See  Henry  Andrew,  U,  S.  S. 

Andrew,  John  A.     Mentioned 435 

Angrlia,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  27, 1862 409-415 

Mentioned : 339,432,665 

Anne  Wilson,  British  bark.    Mentioned 81 

Annie  Dees,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  November  20,  1862 466, 457 
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Aame Helen,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 754 

Aaaon,  Levi.     Mentioned , 570 

Antelope,  Britkh  i*ehooner*     Capture  of,  March  31,  1863 800, 801 

Aquilla,  Schooner. 

Captnruof,  Angust  4,  1S62 , 234-238 

Mentioned 250 

Arai^o,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  »^'hooner. 

Mentioned.. , 4^),  686,  686 

0|>emtiona  from  NovemJ>er,  1H61,  to  June  28,  1862 151-154 

Arago,  V.  S.  transi>ort.     Mentioned  ............ 83, 236, 247, 533»  55<J,  Ho6,  747 

Ariad2i6,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Movements  of 479 

Ariel,  Steamer.     Mentioned ., 487,  494 

Ariea,  British  steamer.     Capture  «>f,  Man-h  28,  1863 790-793 

Arizona,  U,  S.  S,     Captures  made  by. 779,780 

Arkanaas,  C.  S.  ram.     Mentiontsl , , 616 

Arietta,  V ,  S.  mortar  pchofmer.     Movetnente  of 746 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.     Shipment  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad. 
See  blockade  rumiern,    MovemenU  of. 

Armatrong'^  James.     Mentioned. . 581 

Armatrong,  Jamea  F.     Men tione«l * 682 

Aimfitrongr,  John  W.     Mentioned 683 

Armstrong,  Sir  William.     Mentioned 422 

Army  tranaports,  U.  H,     Intercourw  with 12, 13, 68, 129-131 

Arnold  Bonlnger,  Ship.     Mentk>ne<l ..... . 81 

Aahepoo  Biver,  Bouth  Carolina.     Opera tiocui>  in. 

AlMraet  log  of  C  8.  S.  Fernaudina 486 

Com irmnieation  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 205 

Rejiortfl  *jf 

Mosee,  FMward 486 

Tnixtun,  \\\  T,,,. 199 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy.  U.  S.     St'f  fV/j  ,  GuMavwi  \\ 

Assiatant  Secretary  of  State,  U.S.     Mentioned, 136 

Astoria,  Ship.     Mentione<L. ,.. ., 81 

Atkins,  James.     Mentioned......... 565,570 

Atkinson^  Bobert  A.     Mentiunetl ...... ..... 583 

Atlanta,  C.  S.  ram,t 

CoTiree  to  be  pursued  by  Federal  veseeis  in  ca^  of  attack  by. , 458 

Information  concerning ,  536, 671,  711, 750, 767-769, 775-777 

Mentioned 520,808 

Movements  of 81S>,  820 

Operations  agaiJist .,., .,.. 536 

Atwater,  Schooner.     MentiniuM^ , 64 

Augusta^  U,  S.  8. 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  ironclad»>).  Sei^*  Llmrk$imi,  &  C,  aUack  upon 
Fedrrai  blofkading  ntfuadroii  ojf^  hij  ijcmfedfrate  ironclads^  January 
Ji,  ises: 

Chase  of  bkx^kade  runners ai,  38, 39, 44, 45, 209 

Condition  of. ^ • 287 

Mentione^l 28, 32, 38-12,  49, 51, 59,  72,  73,  8<*,  1 10, 160, 167,  190, 

191,  206,  208,  223,  2:i5,  238,  241, 269,  281, 294, 295, 318, 433, 460,  488,  495, 
618,  533,  662,  577,  678,  587^592,  606,  607, 624, 625, 664, 709,  765,  761, 804 


*  Fonuerlr  Emily  St  PliOTe. 


t  See  alio  Fln^il,  «teiuuer. 
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AufiTUBta,  U.  S.  S. — Continned.  Pa^e. 

Movements  of 304,494 

Orders  for  movements 7,111,170,287,459,487,785 

AugVLSta  Dinsmore,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 669, 670 

Aurelia,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  March  23,  1863 779,  780 

Averett,  Samuel  W.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S 808 

Bache,  A.  D.     Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Daniel 184 

DuPont,  S.  F... 460 

Edwards,  W.  S 686 

Bacon,  Gheor^. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 527, 648 

Mentioned 480, 505, 557, 559, 563, 564, 659, 665, 679, 713,  743,  779,  789,  805, 806 

Reports  of. 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  January  30,  1863 558, 559, 560 

Stono  Inlet.     Sailing  directions  for 806 

Stono  and  Folly  Rivers.    Operations  in 650 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in 509, 526 

Bacon,  Gheor^e  W.     Mentioned 366 

Bacon,  James  O.     Mentioned 608 

Bahama,  Steamer.    Mentioned 755 

Bailey,  Theodorus. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  DuPont 423,484,487,494 

Mentioned 521 

Report  of  convoy  of  California  steamers 487 

Baker,  Captain.    Mentioned 636,708 

Baker,  Jonathan. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  DuPont 117,190,322,418,496,788 

Mentioned 304,341,385,553,770 

Report  of  capture  of  Hchooner  David  Crockett,  October  13, 1862 386 

Balch,  George  B. 

Appointed  to  command 

In  Stono  River 659 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C 203 

Correspondence  with 

Bacon,  Geoi^ge 806 

Baxter,  LB 202 

DuPont,  S.  F 260,270,752,779 

Stevens,  G.  A 661 

Mentioned 31 ,  73, 86, 118, 133, 256,  268, 269, 273 

Reports  of. 

Black  River,  S.  C.     Reconnoissance  in,  August  14-15,  1862 257, 272 

Cole's  Island.     Reconnoissance  on 789 

Georgetown,  S.  C.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 212-215, 272 

John's  Island,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  of 713, 758 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Injuries  to,  in  a  gale 74 

Movements  of 208 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in 665, 679,  743, 805 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S.     Ammunition  and  howitzers  taken  from 761 

Baldwin,  Au^stus  S. 

Correspondence  with  II.  AV.  Benham 24 

Mentioned 14,24,335 

Relieved  of  connnand  of  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger 295 


Bampton,  Bei:^,  C,     Report  of  infonriation  concerning  C.  8*  ram  Atlanta. ..       711 
BaiLkliead,  John  F. 

Appointed  to  tern tM>rarj*  (x>nimaiid  in  Stono  River 1&4 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 140 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F 6,222,273 

Mentioned (U^^  29,  80, 102,228,  2:^8,268,755 

Bftnks*s  fKatlianiel  P.)  Eicpedition, 

Convoy  of 459 

Cfjal  mipply  for , 451 

Banks,  John  S.     Mentiontxl ... _      619 

Bannon,  John  B.     Meniif  med 583 

Banshee,  Stoanicr.     Mentioned 641,  753,  754 

Barber,  WilliMn*     Mi^ntioneil  , . ,... ,...-.*.-.... *. 634 

Barclay,  John  B.     Mentioned .  riO,  279 

Barnes,  Henry  B.     See  Heriinf  IL  BartieSy  *Schooftfr. 

Bamee,  James-     ^fentioned _,_.,,,. ^ ...*.. 748 

Bamea,  John  S. 

Apin*inted  to  command  U.  S.  S,  Dawn... _ 266 

CorTt?spondt^ni^  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont  ...*,......., ,..,.. ...       706 

Mentioned , 288,277,278,354, 

440,  4.^4,  472,  nOH,  ->|^>,  548,  627,  629,  697,  705,  706,  712,  718,  725, 804,  sa^i 

Barnes,  Theodore.     Mentioned 570 

Bamatt,  Captain.     Correepondenit*  with  F^hvard  L.  pHrker 126 

Baroso,  Steamer.     Mentioned. ._       710 

Barr,  James.     Mentioned ._,       582 

Barrett,  John.     Mentioned 570 

Barry,  Eraattis.     Mentioned  .,....,,,„ „,.,,,, ,,,.....,,  561 , 570 

Bartlett,  A.     See  A.  Eartlett,  Schooner. 

Barton,  Kento.     Mentioned.. ._ 447 

Barton,  William  B, 

CorTvs?p<indence  with  C.  G.  Halpine , ...,,.. 750 

Mentioned 342,41d,776 

Baxter,  Irvin  B. 

Correflpmdenee  with 

I>ii  Pont,  8.  F --.-. 115 

Georgetown,  S.  C,  Mayor  of _. ,. 203 

Gregory,  8anniel  B , , **....,.*,„. 193 

"Unionist".....,..,... , 338 

Mentione^l 92,122,123,209,212,213,25(^-260,344 

Relieved  of  e*»mmand  at  Geonretown,  S.  C , 344 

Report  of 

tTeorj^etown,  S,  C.     Operations  in  \icinity  of. 192,202,337 

Jlary  St*- wart,  Schooner.     Capture  of^  June  3,  1862 75 

Beale,  "SL.     Mentioned .. __ 125 

Beaman,  George  W.     Mentione«l ...       756 

Beard,  Oliver  T. 

Mentioned , 439 

ReiM»rt  of  f>iH*r.itionH  \i\  fSajieUi  River,  Georgia 438 

Beaston,  Bichard.     Mentioned!,. ..,, 795 

Beaufort,  S,  C.     Protection  of  mili*ary  fioBt  at.     Ordere  of  8.  F.  Ihi  Pont...        79 
Beaumont,  John  C. 

Appointed  to  eommand  off  CTeoiT^etown,  8.  C -.., - 429 

Corre8pondene>e  witli  S.  F,  Dn  Prmt , 693,741,783,802 
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Beaumont,  John  C. — Continued.  pinfit 

Mentioned 067,741,782 

Relieved  of  command  off  Georgetown,  S.  C ..       Bfff 

Reports  of. 

Geoiigetown,  8.  C.    Oi)eration8  in  vicinity  of 458 

Lotus,  Schooner.     Wreck  of,  January  15,  1863 612 

Beauregard,  Transport.    Mentioned 789 

Beauregard,  A.  K.  Toutant.     Mentioneil 824 

Beauregard,  Fort.     See  Fori  Beauregard,  S,  C. 
Beauregard,  Ghistave  T. 
Correspondence  with 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

French  consul  at 821 

Spanish  consul  at 821 

Cooper,  8 812,819 

Ingraham,  D.  N 616,813,814 

Lee,  Francis  D 824 

Macbeth,  Charles 813 

Mercer,  H.  W 824 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 814 

Ripley,  R.  S 813,818,819 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 811 

Turner,  Thomas 675 

War  Department,  C.  S 810,813,815 

General  orders 405, 638, 816 

Mentioned 86,139,405,422,447,699,601,602, 

604,  605,  609,  610,  617,  637,  638,  676,  727,  746, 750, 808, 816-817,823, 828 

Minutes  of  conference  between  D.  N.  Ingraham  and 808 

Proclamation  declaring  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  raised 617 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 

ironclads,  January  31,  1863 616 

Operations  against-. 824, 825 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engagement  with  Federal  vessels,  February  1, 

1863 634,637,638 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  January  30,  1863 566 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.    Cooperative  expedition  for  destruction  of  railroad 

bridgesnear,  October 21-23,  1862 406 

Beautiful  Star,  Schooner.    Mentioned 755 

Beaver,  James  A.     Mentioned 91 

Beckett,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 236 

Beers,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 218 

Green,  J.  F 374 

Mentioned 397,448,449 

Report  of  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C 450 

Beeson,  Mr.     Mentioned 516 

Begrbie,  Thomas  Sterling.     Mentioned 284 

Belknap,  Oeorge  E.     Mentioned 38 

Belle,  British  Schooner.     Capture  of,  February  23,  1 863 680, 681 

Belle,  Northern.     See  Northern  Belle,  Schooner, 
Belle,  Southern.     See  Southern  Belie,  Schooner. 
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Belliixger,  John  A.     Mriitinni'4 568 

BelleviH©,  Penton .     Mt*ntit>»efl 583 

Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer.     Mentioned. 200,  212,  3«2~3R4, 400-402, 404,  444,  534 

Benedict,  Mr.     Mentioned. . .  465, 470, 477 

Benedict,  William,     Mentioned ., ._ 465 

Benhamj  Andrew  E,  K, 

Mentioned, _ 2^), 33, 47 

Report  of  eaptnre  of  British  gteamer  Stettin,  May  24,  1802 34 

Benliam,  Henry  W. 
Correepondenee  with 

Baldwin,  A.  8 24 

Drayton,  P........ .._.  87,105,107 

DuPont,  8.  F ....._. ..., 12 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P , 25 

Jletitioned . . . 14, 2:i,  24, 27, 67,  tiS,  7H.  88,  m,  100,  104-imi,  1 16, 129, 130, 133 

Benjamin,  Judab  P.     For  i'<irre*ipondenee,  me  S(/i(r  Dfimrtment,  C.  S. 

Bennett,  George.     Mentioned •—•*-. 242 

Bennett,  Horace  C.     Mentione^l. .,... 126, 127 

Bennett,  TliomaB^     Mentioned  . , . .      456 

Bermuda,    British  steaiiier.     Meotioneti 753 

Bermuda^  U*  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  8 483 

Meiitione^l . , 232,483 

Bernard,  John.     Mentioned,, .... , 400,403 

Berry,  WHEam  C.     Mentionetl 498 

Bethune,  Mrn.     Mentiime«i ,       466 

Bibb,  U.  8.  Coast- Survey  steamer. 

MentionefJ 64,  70, 133, 156, 466, 509, 621, 534, 642,  752,  786,  804 

Operations 

From  November,  1861,  to  June  28,  1862..... 151^154 

In Charleeton  Harbor.... , 657 

In  8tono  River 16-19, 63 

Movements  of , -666 

Ortler^i  for  movementfl 155, 460, 533, 784 

Re^'ueof  U,  8.  Army  steamer  Pilot  Boy  by 641,660 

Bienville,  U.  8.  S. 

Capturt^s  made  by , , 29-36,  46-49, 60, 148, 149,  267,  279,  743-746 

Chase  of  blockade  mnnera , 292,293 

Condition  of ...        63 

MenUoned 7, 12, 24, 38, 41, 61, 64, 59, 62, 67, 72, 76, 87, 157, 

168,  206,  235,  269,  281,  288-290,  349,  386,  387, 419, 461, 465, 476, 659, 737 

Movementa  of ,...-. 738, 740 

Order?  for  movements .....6,63, 115,314 

Bier,  George  H. 

Mentioned _ , 619, 620 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fed e nil  blockading  Sijuadron  ijff  Charleaton,  S.  C, 

by  Cofederate  ironclai Is,  January  31,  1863 620 

Biggv,  William.     Mentioned 665 

Billing^s,  Henry  R,     Mentioned 96, 185 

Bisaell,  Henry  I#.     Mentioned 670 

Black,  Mate.     Mentione*! 616 

N   W   R — VOL 
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Bliick  Rivsr,  South  Oarolina.     RewnnoisMuice  in,  Aagnst  14-15,  1862.  ^' 

( 'ntniiitiiiicatiotiH  fn>in  S.  F.  Du  Pont ^ 

|{i*lN>rtHof 

lialrli,  (HNiiyt*  H , 25'^ 

Du  iNuit.S.  F y////, '» 

BliU!kstono,  r.  S.  Army  tnuiHixirt.     Mention€d 49ft,5S3,6i§ 

BlAir,  MontKomery.     MontioiuHl "*]"  ^ 

BlAkci,  Mr.     MiMitiniuil 208.'2I3.2y 

Bliikti,  Ooorire  8.     Montiomnl V.V.]  T 

BUnchRrd,  HofaUo  8.     Mi^ntioned ]][[ ^ 

Blita,  John.     k««|M)rt  of  nmdition  and  value  of  prize  schooner  Nellie  .,/.[..  '!% 

Blo<!k  AdA  of  8outhom  porU.     C'oinmunication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  s!  5« 

StH»  also  Trading  permiU. 
Blo<!kAd<i  runnora. 

( 'iiptim*  of.     S,H»  Siiuth  Athntir  HliH'kaduig  Sqwulrtm.     Capiurrs  made  by, 
MovoinoiitH  of. 

(*oiiiiiitini('utioiiH  from 

IWmuda,  r.  S.  i-onHul  at ^ 

IU»Hwor1h,  .1.  S «j 

Ciinliff,  Waltv,  r.  S.  f-oiwnl  at ^ 

'IV^^^^V^^^*' ^"'i0lV278;282,"297,W 

haliiioutli,  I  .  S.  c»»m8ul  at yjj 

I lalifax.  Nova  S<«t^tia,  V .  S.  consul  at 816,820  305  507  753 

IlarriH,  Ini '       '      *^, 

.fainiv,  .1.  11 ^ 

.1  lulah,  A  If nnl ^ 

Livor,H>ol   r.  S.  cH»nHulat 285,Mi;6i6,"640,'753,T54 

Lomion      .  S  amHul  at      288-285, 641,  r» 

NiWKau.  Now  PnnuUMuv,  I  .  S.  consul  at 286. "^ 

Navy  IMuiiimont.  r.S...  71,81,239,242,283,286,'4^;6i5,"640,645,r^ 
Portland,  Mo.,  (\>lUvtor  of  oustoms  at \y. 

uiHHi,  R. T ;*'\\* ^ 

QiuvuHtown,  r.  S.  oonsul  at --. 

Stato  IVj^artmcnt,  T.  S [ L 

'IVnoriffo,  W  S.  itmsul  at [ ^ 

Tnrnor,  L.  C -'1!! ^ 

War  IVi^artmcnt,  U.  S .« 

KojH^rtH  of 

Almy,  John  ,1 ^ 

l^^aun^pinl.  (J.  T --« 

IVvcnn,  Kdwanl  F ™  «,- 

■^"^'-••'r^'v;; --"":::::::  S 

<»rt»p>ry,  Nunuel  K ^^q 

\a}  Roy,  William  K jL 

Marthand.  J.  B 135,' 150,^75," 241, 242 

Statenienti?  of 

l)irking<»n,  P ,10 

Lussen,  John  Martin ocjq 

Shearer,  Dr TL^, 

8ee  also  Charleston,  tS.  C,     Blockntle  of. 
Persons  captured    on.     Treatment  of.     See    SotUh   Aiitmiic    SioHtadutg 
Squadron,     Oipfurt*  made  hu. 
Blood,  Mr.     Mentioned ^  . ••«,     368. S70 
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Blumenthal,  Cliarlee.     MfntioneiJ ..,*.***.• 570 

Blunt,  O.  W.     8t*e  G.   W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooruT. 

Blunt,  George  W.     Correspondent'e  with  Navy  Department,  V.  8 489 

Boardman,  Oharlee*     Apprai8«ement  of  prize  veflsejB — 

Belle,  8ehrjoner ,......,. &^l 

Governor  Milton,  Steamer *^ , 372 

Nellie,  fk^hooner 795 

Boffenn,  Henry  CJ»     Mentioned _... 570 

Bog'g-e,  Glxarles  S.     Mentione<J 153 

Bolfion*  Mr.     Mentioned, ._,.,................._... 220 

Bonhanii  Milledg©  I*.     For  rorrf^fwindenre,  8ec>  South  Qirolhm^  Governor  nf. 
Boninger,  Arnold.     See  Aruoiff  Bojtinger,  Ship. 

Bonita,*  Steamer.     Mentioned , Ml,  332 

Bonneau,  Y.  N:     Mentioneil 37,38 

Bomeall,  UUza.     St^  EUzti  Ronmii^  Briiitih  nhtjh 

Boothbey,  .     Mentione«  1 __...... 744 

Borden,  Henry  a.     Meiitioiie<l ....,....- 661,570 

Boston,  U.  8.  A rmy  transiM >rt.     Mentioned ;it)3,  40*2, 6H4,  777 

Boswortlii  J^.  S.     Correspondenee  wi th  Ira  Harrie 781 

Boutell©»  Dharlea  A.     Me^itioned _  _ 364 

Boutelle,  Gliarles  O. 
Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  John  ft _. 17 

DuPont,  S.  F 166, 5t)9, 533. 657, 660 

Foffter.  J.  O 641 

Mentioned 13, 28, 52-^4. 66, 133,  184, 460, 642, 600,  650,  741 

Report*  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Operations  agai net . . . , 566 

Pilot  Boy,  Ht**amer.     Rescne  of.  _ 641 

South  Atiautiii  Coast*     O  iterations  on,  Nov  em  her,  1861,  to  June  28, 

1862 161-154 

Stono  River,  JSouth  Carolina.    Opemtioiua  in . 16 

Bowen«  James.     Mentioned 750 

Bowen,  Bobert  J.     Metitioned 619 

Boyd,  Mrs.     Mentioned.... 369 

B^^yd,  Qtmrterm aster     Mentioned,,. , , .        17 

Boyd,  C.  H.     Mentioned 16,16,53 

Boyd,  Henry  A.     Mentione<i 38 

Boyle,  J'olni, 

Mentiooe<l 182 

Statement  of  c^aptiire  of  *?teamer  Emilie 181 

Boyle,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned, 682,583 

Bradford,  John  8. 

Mentioned.,.., --..-. .--.,.- -. 15, 16,53 

Report  of  openitionfl  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina. , ,,        17 

Bradly,  Fetor,     Mentioned ,...,... 634 

Bra^g,  Braxton,     Mentionetl 394, 816 

Brailoford,  WilMam,     Mentioned 438 

Brandywine,  IL  8,  ship.     Mentioned .,., ..,.,       500 

Braanan,  John  M. 

Correj;H>ondent"e  with 

Du  Pont,  8.  F 370,371,404,436 

Godon,  S.  W. ,•...,.. 362 


*Uile  EcoDotutit,  which  »eo. 
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HiO^jtMA l%&.I.»7.JS3«J3i. 

%^,  ^.  ^T.  :»^  IfH-mi^  W/L  Xn^  3^.«»L«:*l.«[i^4^.4«,«QLa3S 
lS0a^M%  *A  <9ry4«rx&T«  nywiitiOM  for  <iegtittioo  *A  rmSarmA  bi»i£<jg  near 

P'/rrAftljr>.^.C.,  October  21-^3. 19«S I.. ^loi 

O^iCintw  iumJ^t  bf 151,31«.5ir 

yua^jwA iii-»6.fa&uaa;238.5», 

.^^,  42»,  tfl,  i9l.  V5»,4(S^  471,480,  4M,al2,  eZ5.6H.  7».  715, 74^  7^ 

Mf^ata^tMfA 146 

f^nitn  ff/r  tuf/frtsutimta 4B«233 

Wnlmtard^  CopUio.    Sfcndooed 196^197 

BkmtOB^  VrmnamJ.    MentkAed 5etp570 

BrfmSf  Willum.     MeotJooed 570 

Briiiflli  Kmtfter  to  United  fltstas.    GorrapoodeDoe  with 

Pfailaddphia,  BritMh  oonml  at 797 

0C«te  IteftfrtfDeDt,  U.  8 781.797 

9wHmnni;  ReaiDer.    Meatiaaed 754 

Broad  Birer,  flouth  Carolina.    Operationg  in.    See  /\K»lafi^,  .S.  C 
Broadhaad,  Bdgar.     Report  of  paange  of  U.  &  &  E.  B.  Hale  from  Hampton 

Boadfl  to  Port  Royal 788 

Brower^  Edwin T.     Mentioiied 589,591,714 

Brown^  BTan.    Meotkmed 402 

Brown^  /.  Welahman. 

Mentioned 566 

Refir/rt  of  capiare  of  U.  8.  8.  laaac  Smith,  Janoaiy  30,  1863 568 

Brown,  Bathanial  W.    CV>rrwpoiideDoc  with  8.  F.  Da  Pont 91 

Brown,  OrrinH«     Mentioned 565,570,571 

Brown,  Spencer  H.     Mentioned 582,598 

Browne,  Samuel  T.     Notes  regarding  the  deatmction  of  Ck>nfederate  steamer 

Nashville 698 

Browne,  William  Boaa. 

ApfKHntM  Uf  wmrnand  U.  8.  liark  Restless 435 

Atmifitf^  f-/;rijmand  of  U.  8.  bark  Restless 426 

0}rr(m]tf}U(\(fn('A:  with  8.  F.  Du  Pont 475, 493 

Mentioiierl 426,453,473,476,491,496,528 

R«fKirti*  of. 

HarVxir  Creek,  8outh  Carolina.     Destniction  of  salt  works  on,  Deeem- 

^>er9-10,  1862 474 

8u«in  McPherson,  81o<ip.     DiHposition  of 488 

Bryan,  Henry.     R«p<jrt  of  engagement  between  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  and 

Fwhfral  vessels,  February  1,  1863 634,635 

Bryant,  Mr.     .Mentioned 477,478 

Bryaon,  Andrew.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 751 

Buckholdt,  W.     M(?ntioned 672 

Budd,  William. 

CorresiKinrlencje  with 

French,  Mannfield 439 

Navy  I)(*partment,  U.  8 227,242,322,375 

Hteedman,  Charles 421 

Mentioned 38,84,239,372,373,438,439,471,680,696 

ReportH  of. 

BelUs  8(!h<Kjner.     Capture  of,  February  23,  1863 680 

MeinphiH,  British  Hteamer.     Capture  of,  July  31,  1862 225, 226 

Patomska,  U.  8.  8.    Condition  of 339 
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Buell,  Don  Carlos.     Mt*iitiootHl rS*i4 

Bulldog,  11  }\  M.  S.     Mt'iUioned. 34,135 

Biilloch»  James  I) .     Mentioned, .*,, 21)4,408 

Buirs  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

Cttjitiires  made  in 45^9, 

a5-fl7, 176-lft4, 187»  302, 303, 381-384»  409-116, 790-793, 800 
OpemtlonB  in. 
Abstract  log 

Flambeaa,  U.  S.  S , 480 

Be0tl«aB,  U.  S.  bark 401 

Reportof  \V.  R.  Browne 488 

See   alwj   Hfirhn-   Oreek^  South   Oirotina.     Ikjutmctitm   of  mili  worbt  i«, 

Bull's  Island,  South  Carolina.    Expedition  to^  January  iil,  1863.    Reports  of 

Haskell,  Charity  T.,  jr .,., 676 

Sheldon,  \\\  B., 575 

Upshur,  John  H  ._..._ _ 573 

Btinch,  Robert.     See  CharMon,  S,  C,  BriHth  contiU  aL 

Burger,  Albert.     Mentioned 246 

Bums,  Lieutenant,     Mentione<i  .,..,. 98 

Burns,  Mr.     MerUioned - 43 

Burns,  John.     Mentioned , 583 

Burritt,  S.  L. 

Corrt^pondence  with  M.  WoodhuU .,.., * 4G7, 468 

Mentiont^i ,  _ . . ,,.... ,...,.-.,   117,147,466 

Burroughs^  John.     Mentionetl 483 

Burton,  Governor.     See  Gon-rfK/r  linrfoii^  Sch'xmer, 

Bush,  Alex.     Mentioned , 570 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned. ._,...... 153, 280 

Butler,  John  H,     Mentioned  . . 795 

Butler,  Pierce,     Mentioned  , , 145 

Butler,  Thomas.     MeDtione^l. , 40 

C.  P*  Williama,*  U.  S.  njortar  schooner. 
Attack  ii|H>n  Fort  McAllister,  tia. 

November  19,  1862 454,455 

January  27,  1863....- , 64;i-550 

February  1,  1863,... 62tMi39 

March  li  1863 ..,,. 71tl"7:i4 

Mentioned. . ..._....... 440, 451, 465, 480, 494, 512,^23, 625, 664,  709,  755 

Onlery  for  movements 441,  695 

Cadmus,  H.  B,  M .  8.     .Mentioned 479, 599. 60O,  002, 819 

Cadwalader,  John,     Mentioned , .  279, 689 

Caldwell,  Bavid  L.     Mentioned  ,....,, ,. 682 

California  Steamers.     Convoy  of ....- 487, 494 

Cambria,  British  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  May  26,  1862..... ,........_.. 38-42 

Mentioned -  - 46,  49 

Qanandaigua,  U.  S.  S. 

Firing'  njHiri  U.  8,  8.  Maasachusetts  by 759 

iMentionefi .1 ,.  265,269,281,294.321,349-353, 

374»  386.  3H7,  393,  394,  'M\  407, 419,  4:^,  452,  4<55,  479,  480,  485,  493, 507, 
606,  512,  515,  520.  5L%  531,  577,  liOl,  625,  626,  OtM,  7m,  755,  757,  771, 774 

•Known  Abo  a«  Morlur  Scbooner  Ni>.  6. 
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CuumiUu^iiA,  U.  >.  >. — Tontiniied.  p^^e. 

Movctnento  of 387.287,313 

Opefatioiw  in  ObhaImiw  Sound 514 

Ordere  for  movements 191.192,293,453,514,536 

Caalda,  Jasper.     MentioDed 338 

OtauunL,  3tfjMCer.    Mentiooed 129,130 

CsmunL,  Gluurles  A.     Mentxmed 570 

CsmunL,  ICchaaL     Menti<Hied j.      570 

Capers,  B.     Report  of  opermdooe  in  Stooo  River,  Sooth  Ouolina 18 

Omrdift,  Wales,  U.  8.  oonsiil  at.     CorrespoodeDcse  with  Nstt  Department, 

U.  6 455 

Oarey,  Andrew  7.    MentaoDeri 570 

Oarey,  Stephen.     Mentioned 565,570 

Carlin,  J.  C.     Mentioned 226 

Carlton,  O.  W.    Mentioned 619 

Carmen,  James  W.     Mentioned 340 

Carmon,  William  J.     Mentioned 389 

Cames,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 532 

Statement  regaitiing  the  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 531 

Carolina,  Steamer.    Menti<Hied 162 

Carpenter,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned 410,412,415 

Report  of  captore  of  British  steamer  .\nglia,  October  27, 1862 414 

Carpenter,  James D.     Mentioned 262,263 

Carroll,  David  W.     Mentioned 471 

Carruthers,  Henry  W.     Correspondence  with  John  H.  Jackson 271 

Carter,  Adam.    Mentioned 19 

Carter,  Charles.     Mentioned 19 

Cary,  Clarence.     Mentioned 619 

Case,  Edmund  P.     Mentioned 570 

Casey,  Silas.     Mentioned : 392,774 

Caswell,  U.  S.  Coast-Sarvey  schooner. 

Captures  made  by 682-687 

Mentioned 460 

Catalina,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 120,121 

Mentioned 139,141 

Cate,  David.     Mentioned 484,495,496 

Catron,  John.     Mentioned 786 

Catskill,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 784 

Mentioned 692,712,736,745,756,800 

Moveirient>?  of 737,738,740 

Orders  for  movements 778 

Preparation  of,  for  8er\nce 671 

Cavendy,  Edward. 
Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 340,415 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 215,239,286 

Mentioned 421 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  8.  bark  Gemsbok 323 

Cecile,  Steamer.     Mentioned 31,66,71,156,226 

Cedar  Point,  Fla.     Destruction  of  salt  works  at.     Report  of  M.  Woodhull ...       396 
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Vtnge 

Chftdwick,  William.     Mentioned - 791 

Cbalender ,  John.     Mentioned ., 656 

Chaace,*  Schooner* 

Capture  of,  J»ne  23,  1862 , 151 

Mentionetl-- ,,,„, ..._ 141,142,160 

CliarleAton,  S.  C. 

AttjiL'k  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  Confederate  inmiJadjs  Jan- 
uary 31,  im% 

AbetiBct  log  of 

Hoiisatomc,  U.S.S 589-^591 

Keystone  State,  U.  8.  S ^ 583-585 

Casualtiei?.... 681-583 

Cciniinnnii^tiona  from 

Beanreganl.  H.  T.... _ 616,821 

Ctiarlei^ton^  8,  C. ,  Sfmnish  consul  at *. _. 621 

Du  Pont,  8.  F.... :. 612 

Eai-tman,  T.  H.. ..., 586 

Edge,  Frtxierick  Milnes ....      610 

State  Department^  C  8 620 

Tomb,  J amei*  M 822 

Keyetone  Htate,  D.  S»  8.     Request  for  court  of  enquiry  regarding  ojier- 

ations  of. 812 

List  of  officera  of  C.  S.  S.  Palmetto  Btate . . 819 

Mert^ita,  U.  8.  S. 

Dmix>8ition  of,  and  officers  and  crew 607, 660 

Ri^^iuest  of  H .  B,  8tellwagen  for  court  of  enquirj' 811 

Result  of  enquiry...... _.., 612,815 

Proclamation  iUilarin^c  the  blm-kade  raiee^i 617 

Reports  of 

Ablxit,  T ._._.. .,  580,595,596 

Beaure^rd,  ii,  T.. 816 

Bier,  G,  H....... 620 

Doig,  A„.-., 695 

DilPont,  S.  F.. 577, 588, 801, 604,  r>07,  (108,809, 613 

Farrer,  George  W 5^802,604,605 

Frailey,  James  M 593,605 

Glashell,  W.  T ,       620 

Gotlun,  S.  W. 599-601 

Ingral  lam ,  D.  N - 617 

LeRoy,  WilHam  F ., .- 581,812 

Mason,  C  H ...,_...... 681 

Parrott,  E.  G 591-693,606 

Shelby,  Beniamin  F 620 

Shubrick,  W.  B.,  et  al 614 

Stellwagen,  H.  8........ 679,595,611,616 

8trnng/j.  H 597,605 

Taylor,  William  R 587-591,596,605 

Tucker,  J.  R ,. 619 

Van  Alstine,  C.  J 605 

Van  Sice,  Edwani 608 

Watmough,  P.  G...... 598,605 

Wilder,  Charlefi  B 596,616 

Statement  of  Lechler,  A.  A.,  et  al «K)9 

*  Fonnexl)'  Entmii  Julia. 
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Charleston,  8.  C. — Continued.  P»ge. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

I>uPont,S.  F 219,657,751,779 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 7-9,333 

Pollock,  James 334 

General  instructions  regarding  signals 280, 281 

Order  regarding  pennant  for  senior  officer  off 374 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Balch,  GeoiigeB 661 

DuPont,  8.  F 6,7, 

10,42,68,89,93,101,102,114,  155,  170,  186,  190,  191,  207,  215,  216,  218, 
219, 224, 248, 282, 296, 303, 305, 306, 311, 314, 321,  322,  334,  337,  340,  341, 
407, 408, 436, 441, 443, 445, 452, 453, 456, 462,  469,  473,  478,  481,  483,  487, 
496,504,623,624,626,649,655,713,  714,  715,  742,  749,  752,  763,  785,  788 

Godon,  8.  W 328,329 

Green,  J.  F 393,394 

Marchand,  J.  B 6,7,119,131,169 

Turner,  T 691,757 

Reports  of 

Beers,  J.  R 450 

Downes,  John 324 

DuPont,  8.  F 134,287,292,311,345,395,448 

Gibson,  William 450 

Godon,  8.  W 418 

Green,  J.  F 396 

LeRoy,  William  E 136 

Marchand,  J.  B. . .  72,  73,  a5, 131, 132, 135, 138, 157, 162, 175, 216,  222,  223 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 289-291,292,293 

Parrott,  E.  G 209 

Quackenbush,  S.  P 538,640 

Reed,  B.  D 538 

Rogers,  John  A 293 

Steedman,  Charles 270,288,304 

Strong,  J.  H 449 

Taylor,  William  R 449, 538,  539 

Turner,  T 623,668,757,761 

Upshur,  J.  H 396 

Capture  of  mail  between  Georgetown  and.    See  Georgetown,  *S'.  C. 

Captures  made  off 29-36,38-42,45-49, 

58-61, 62,  65-67, 120,  121,  225-227,  234-236,  267,  381,  385,  386,  456, 
457,  496-501,  516-518,  524-526,  540-542,  551-556,  769-775,  794-796 
Construction  of  ironclads  at.     Reports  of 

DuPont,  8.  F 417 

Scott,  R.  W 417 

Distinguishing  flag  for  commodore  commanding  off 762 

Dam^  to  blockading  fleet  off,  by  gale.    Reports  of  J.  B.  Marchand  ..  117-119 
Defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 811,812,813,814 

DuPont,  S.  F 423 

Turner,  T 799 

War  Department.  C.  S 815 
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Oharleston,  S.  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Defenses  of. 

General  orders  changing  designations  of  certain  batteries 815 

Memoranda  of  T.  Seymour - 610 

Minutes  of  conference  between  G.  T.  Beauregard  and  D.  N.  Ingraham.      808 

Notes  of  W.  R.  Taylor 447 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Ripley,  R.  S 823,824,825 

Tucker,  J.  R 826 

Rei  orts  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T 819 

Dantzler,  O.  M 825 

Drayton,  P 116 

Marchand,  J.  B '. 82,140-142,240 

Statements  of 

Games,  Thomas 531 

Shearer,  Dr 571 

Woodstock,  Corporal 632 

See  also  Sullivan*  s  Island. 

Examination  of  main  Ship  Channel 184 

Firing  upon  flag  of  truce  in  harbor  of,  February  21,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Jordan,  Thomas 676,677 

Turner,  T 675,678 

General  order  of  R.S.Ripley 677 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 674,675 

Ripley,  R.S 678 

Turner,  T 677 

Upshur,  J.H .'      674 

Foreign  men-of-war  off.     See  Foreign  men-of-war.    Movements  of. 
Movement  of  Confederate  vessels  at.     Communications  from  Motte  A. 

Pringle 823 

Navigation  of  harbor  of.    General  order  of  R.  S.  Ripley 677 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 813,824 

Dahlgren,John  A 363,377,416 

DuPont,  S.F 423,712,713 

Gregory,  F.H 537 

Hopkins,  William  Rogers 798 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376,389,416,426,571,786 

Ripley,  R.S 823,824,826 

Rodgers,  John 421 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,S.F 533,534,804,806 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 603,803,804 

War  Department,  U.  S 86 

Reports  of 

Beauregard, G. T 824,825 

Boutelle,  Charles  O 556 

DuPont,S.F 536 

Marchand,  J.  B 13 

Rhett,  Alfred 823 
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CkkBTletfUnL,  8.  C— <.Vxitinii#^l. 
OperatioiM  ntainm. 

BtaUrniCfnt  of  Dr.^hearer ... 571 

Hee  abv>   FfMy  River;  PocfitaU^j,  A*.    C;  JS^mio  '  A'cvr,  &  C;  SmOmmm't 
Jjdand,  S,  C. 
VroptMed  attack  apon  Federal  fleet  off. 

0>iDiniiiiicatioii8  from  Navy  DefMutment,  C.S 830,  S21 

InstmctioDfl  of  W.  H.  Webb 821 

Report  of  William  F.Nance 822 

Btrandini?  of  blockade  nmner 

TM  Sollivan'B  Inland 44,45 

Near  Fort  Beauregard d68 

Charleaton,  8.  C,  Britiah  conaul  at. 

Extract  f  rr>m  newspaper  concerning 139 

Mentioned .  9, 27, 86, 199, 140, 151, 472, 479, 599, 602, 603, 606, 609, 610, 617, 622, 819 
Charleaton,  '8.  O. ,  French  conaul  at. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaaregard 621 

Mentioned 119,223,603,617,622 

Charleaton,  8.  0.,  8paniah  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaaregard 621 

Mentionetl 617 

Chaae,  8almon  P.     For  (»rresfpondence,  see  Treasury  Department j  l\  S. 
Chaae,  Whitman. 

Mentioned 526,527,561,565,569 

Repfjrt  of  operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 527 

Ohaamar,  JamesH.     Mentioned 358,366 

Chattahoochee,  C.  8. 8.     Mentioned 820 

Cheater,  Frederick.     Mentioned 670 

Chesterfield,  Steamer.     Mentioned 37,38 

Chevea,  John  B.     Mentione<l 814 

Chew,  Francis  T.     Mentioned 619 

Chicora,  C.  8.  ram. 

Atta<;k  UfKin  Fe<leral  bUn^kading  squadron  off  Charleston,  B.C.,  January 

31,1863 577-623 

Mentioneil 447,825 

Chippewa,  U.  8. 8.     Orders  for  movements 751 

Chisholm,  Thomas.     Mentioned 384,414 

Cimarron,  U.S. 8. 

Condition  of 462 

Engagement  with  Confederate  l)attery  at  St.  John^s  Bluff,  Florida. 

Septemljer  17,  1802 329-331 

October  2, 1862 355,356 

Mentione<l 327, 349, 358, 387, 397, 420, 425, 433, 445, 451, 464, 478, 481 

Movements  of 494 

()l>erationH  in 

St.  John's  River,  Florida 360,362-364,367- 

370, 398, 406, 427, 429, 430,  436,  446,  461,  466-469,  469-471,  477,  489,  490 

St.  Mary's  River '. 473 

Orders  for  movements 326, 456, 482 

Circassian,*  British  Steamer.     Mentione<l 46 

Circassian,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 485,516,517,549,655,772 

Clapp,  Stephen  B.     Mentioned 570 

Clark,  Mr.     Mentioned 253 


«  AfterwardB  U.  S.  8.  Circanlan. 


Clmrk,  Hugh.     Mentioned  .  - - 622 

Clark,  William  H,     Mentionetl 583 

Clarke,  Mr,     Mentioned 43 

CTlary,  Altjert  O. 

Corrt^jMHidenee  with 

Drayton,  P „.. .., 43 

DuPoiit,8.F 10,27,244,2^2 

Mentioned 117,146,246/262,266,277,724 

Relieved  of  command  at  Femandina,  Fla,,aiid  ordercwj  to  command  in 

Oasabaw  Soood 246 

Claybrook,  Joseph  P.     ^lentione^l 619 

Cleveland,  Charles  D.    For  corresrpoudence,  9te  Cardiff,  Wale»t  f'*  *^*  constd  at. 
Olmch,  Duncan  L^ 

Cum^pondence  with  W/T.Truxtun  .. . 336,336 

Mentioiied , 642,645 

Clinch,  (general.     See  Goieral  ClhieJi^  Steamer. 
Olymer,  Georg^e. 

Correisjxmdence  with  CI  R  P.  Rodgere - , ,....,      261 

Mentioned -. 400 

Report  of  casQalties  resulting  from  expedition  to  PcMXitaligo,  8.  C 403 

Coal,  Supplieaof 207,373,415,420,451,479,816 

Coast- iurvey  veaeels.     Oi»erations  of.     See  Arago^  BMi  0«t/fW,  ami  Vijren, 

Coburn  (or  Conway )t  Mr     Mentioned '. 122^123 

Cochrane,  Lord.     Mentioned 796 

CofiSn*  William.     Mentionetl 583 

Colt,  Tracy.     Mentioned 230 

Coleman,  Mr.     Mentione<l 476 

Cole's  Island^  South  Carolina.    Reconnoiasance  on,     Ret>ort  of  Geoi^  B. 

Baldi. -.*.... , 789 

Colhoun,  E.  B.     Mentioned  ..... ..,-------. -.      569 

Colhoun,  Edmund  B. 

Corre!i[>r»n< lerue  with  S,  F.  Dn  Pont 655 

Reptfrt  of  rn**a»ureij  for  i  m pro veujent  of  U,  S.  8.  Lodona 736 

ColMns,  Daniels.     Mentioned ,. 99 

Collins^  Kapoleon. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  D«  Pont ....... ...       190 

Mentioned.. 17,28,36,44,50-53,55,57,211,212,219,221,373 

Reports  of, 

Lod ona,  Bri tish  Steamer.     Captii re  uf ,  August  4 ,  1862 ..., 237 

Stono  River,  South  CaroUna.     Enj<ii|y:ewient  l>etween  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla 

and  Conftnlerate  J^tatea  floating  bttttery  in,  May  25, 1862. 37 

Colorado,  U,  8.8.     Menliimed... 533 

Columhi a.  Steamer.     Mentioned 81*286,291 

Columbine,  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned................ , 512,625,664,709,7.^1 

Movements  of , ....       502 

* )nier8  for  movements -. 458 

Colwood,  Joseph.     Mentioned 791 

Comanche ,  Hteamer.     Mentii ►ntnl 654 

Comhahee  Biver,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in. 

Comnmnii'atiunH  from  8.  F.  Dti  Pout. 205 

Report  nfW.  T.  Tnixtnn 200,201 

Commodore  Hull,  T,  S,  8.     Ortiers  for  movements 462 
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Oommodore  McDonou^h,  U.  S.  S.  PBge, 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  in  Stono  River,  January  7,  1863  . .       505 

Mentioned 404,512, 

557-560,  563-565,  588,  625,  658,  659, 664, 665, 679, 709, 755, 768,  761, 789 

Movements  of 480, 481 

Operations  in  Stono  River 509,526-528,650 

See  also  Isaac  Smithy  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of. 

Orders  for  movements 462,639,648 

Reconnoissance  of  John's  Island,  South  Carolina 713 

Oommodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  for  movements 462 

Oomstock,  Joseph  J. ,  Jr.    Mentioned 403 

Oonemaugh,  U.S. 8. 

Captures  made  by 339,340 

Course  to  be  pursued  by,  in  case  of  attack  by  C.  S.  ram  Atlanta 458 

Driving  ashore  of  British  steamer  Queen  of  the  Wave,  February  24-25, 

and  her  destruction,  March  7,1863 687-690 

Eastman,  T.  H. 

Appointed  to  command 656 

Relieved  of  command 758 

Mentioned 236,243,254,278,306,349,387,400-402,419,451,465, 

480, 482,  494,  508,  512,  516,  625,  657,  663, 709,  736, 746,  749, 756,  777,  783 

Movements  of 224 

Orders  for  movements 197, 227, 277, 305, 319, 321, 424, 507, 656, 782 

Stragglers  from 740,741 

Ck>xigrdon,  Jos.  W.     Mentioned 590 

Ooxigress,  0.  S.    Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  garrison  of  Fort  McAllister,  6a.      638 
Ooxigress,  U.  S.     Answer  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  to  resolution  of  U.  S. 

Senate,  regarding  efficiency  of  the  blockade 7-9 

Ooxigress,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 93, 114 

Oonnecticut,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 376 

Oonnor,  John.     Mentioned 521 

Oonover,  Francis  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Chase,  Whitman 527 

Jordan,  Thomas 561,562 

Preston,  John  S 561 

Mentioned 379, 387, 425, 464, 466, 557, 561, 562, 565, 566, 569, 571, 674 

Relieved  of  command  in  Stono  River 464 

Reports  of. 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  January  30,  1863 563-566 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in 526 

Conroy,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 303,432 

Gri8Wold,W.N 383,413 

Rogers,  J.  B 180 

Russell,  James  J 431 

Mentioned 177, 183, 184, 259, 302, 382, 409, 410, 414, 426, 431, 496 

Reports  of. 

Buirs  Bay.     Capture  of  canoe  in 187 

Elmira  Cornelius,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  11, 1862 382 

Emilie,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  July  7,  1862 179 

Georgetown,  S.  C.     Capture  of  Confederate  mail  between  Charleston 

and,  November  4,  1862 431 


Conroy^  Edward — r'niiliit(iL*<L  Page, 

ReptiTtii  of. 

John  Thomf ^t*tni,  Slwp.     Capture  of,  Hepteru tier  2.  1862 302 

Patra^,  British  eteauior.     Capture  of,  May  27,  1863 48 

Scotia  and  Aiiylia,  British  steamers.     Capture  of ...-411,412 

Stettin .  Britmh  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  24,  18G2 30 

Contrabandfl.     See  Fugitive  slava. 

Conway  (or  Coburn),  Mr     MentioneiL._. -,.. 92,11.5 

Conway^  John  P.     ^Meiition^l ._..       583 

Cook,  Cbapin  C.     Mt/utioned 570 

Oookf  Charles.     Mentioned 455 

Cook,  B.  Frank.     Mentione<i 316 

Cooper,  George  H.     Mentioned 74, 155>,  230 

Cooper,  Samuel,     t'orresjiondene*?  with 

Beauregard,  ( i.  T 4Ud,  549,  5m,  tllO,  634, 638, 812, 819, 824 

Finegjin,  Jm  , 326^331 

Ooooawlaatchie  Sriveri  Soutli  Carolina.     Opemtionfi  in.     Bee  Pdcotaligo^ 

S,  C ;  al8o  MiHtotrt  hfj  of  t  \  X  S.  Pn  ul  Jmirit 188 

Copperwick,  Antonio*     Mentioned- _ 570 

Cora,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  May  31,  1862 65^7 

Mentioned ,, _.,        72 

Corbin,  Thomas  O. 

Appt>inted  to  command  C  S.  8.  Walmah ,. ...       249 

Correi^poniJenee  with 

Clynier,  George 403 

DuFont,S.  F_„, ,      801 

Mentioned. 254,613,758 

Cornelius^  Ehnira.    See  Elmira  Cbrrw^iiui,  *Schoonef, 

Cornell,  Richard  M.     Mentioned 552,554 

Cornell,  William.     I^Ic^ntioned ,,.... 570 

Cornubiat  Steamer.     Mentioned. ... .__. ......... 482, 553 

Corser,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned... 109,163,198,199,274 

Reiwrt  of  arri  val  of  prize  schooner  Fanny  at  Ph i ladelphia 274 

Coryell,  I.     MentJoneti 401,501 

OoamopoUtan,  U.  S.  Anny  t ninwt«>rt.     Mentioned  ...  89, 297, 355, 357,  :^i4, 399, 501 

Cossack,  U,  S*  transport.     Mentioned  I  . . 590,  (309,  610 

Cottrell,  Gardner.     Mentioned  _. ,...  673,674 

Courier,  U.  S.  Kti^reehip. 

Mentioned. ,.--.,..  199,206,4:^:1,457,499,501,655,734 

Movenaentsof 207,231,453,471,778 

Orders  for  rao vementn , 275*  298, 472,  710 

Coxetter,  Louie  M.     Mentioned 288,447 

Craig,  Thomas,     Mentioned. •.i.--.^...^*.-      553 

Craig,  William.     Mentioned 453,748 

Crane  Lemuel  Q. 

Corre?^pondeai'e  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.. .... 295,825 

Steedman,  C , 369,393 

Mentioned. 220,245,246,261,262,327,336,369,360,362 

Reports  of. 

St.  John  en  Bluff,  Fla.    Engagement  l)etween  United  States  vessels  and 

Cimfeilerate  battery  at,  September  1 1 ,  18*12 324 

St .  John's  River,  Florida.     t>f)enitiona  in .., "^ss. 
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Crawford,  Malcolm.     Mentioned 335 

Oreighton,  J.  Blakely. 
Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 314 

DuPont,  S.  F 81,85 

Mentioned 17,29,189 

Reports  of. 

Ottawa,  U.  8.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York 323 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.     Movementa  of  Confederates  near 79 

Gressy,  Walter  K. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Dejiartment,  U.  S 275 

Mentioned 207,778 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  8.  storeship  Courier  at  Brooklyn  navy  yard 231,471 

Oriboul,  Joseph.     Mentioned 740, 749 

Crockett,  David.     8ee  David  OrockeU,  Schooner, 

Cromwell,  Bartlett  J.     Mentioned 688 

Crook,  Edward.     Mentioned 791 

Crosby,  John  K.     Mentioned 590 

Cross,  C.  F.     Mentioned 402 

Crowell,  Master.    Mentioned 402 

Crummy,  Thomas.    Mentioned 486 

Crump,  George.    Mentioned 182 

For  correspondence  see  Philadelphia,  British  consul  at. 
Crusader,  U.  8.  8. 

Chase  of  blockade  runner 216 

Engagement  at  Simmons*  Bluff,  S.C,  June  21, 1862 125-129 

Mentioned 61,62,70,99,170,206,219,222,236,247 

Orders  for  movements   190,191,218,219 

Cuba,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 521 

Cumberland,  U.  8.  ship.    Mentioned 93,114,145,146 

Cumberland  Island,  Georgia* 
Afbdrs  on. 

Communications  from 

Stafford,  R 301 

Stimpson,  James  H 300 

West,  L 300 

Reports  of 

Stimpson,  J.  H 301 

Truxtun,  W.  T 298 

Operations  on. 

Orders  and  instruction,  Charles  Steedman 642 

Report  of  Charles  Steedman 644 

Cummings,  John  Wilson.     Statement  of  capture  of  steamer  Emilie 181 

Cunard,  Wilson  &  Co.     Mentioned 755 

Cunningham,  Bryant.     Mentioned 310 

Cunningham,  George.     Mentioned 524 

Cunningham,  John  S.     Mentioned 486, 744 

Curkipp,  William.     Mentione<i 791 

Curlew,  Steamer.    Mentioned 615 

Currie,  Fannie.     See  Fannie  Currie,  Schooner. 

Curry,  John.     Mentioned 181,182 

Curtis,  Caleb  A.     Mentioned 86,196,389 

Cushman,  Alexander.     Mentioned 573,574 
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OuEhm&ti,  Oliarled  H»     Mentioned , 628 

Ouahmati,  Hemy  W.     Mentioned 302 

Czar»  ^teamen     Mentioned _ 753 

BaffodiU  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 481, 486, 494,  507,  512, 545,  548, 549, 625,  628,  fitH.  70ft,  756 

Movements  of ..,*.., 476 

Orders  for  movementa ,,.       458 

Baiilg^eBf  Jolm  A. 
Correj^pontJeine  with 

Dnnton,  P 725 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.. 495,fJ73 

Navy  Defjurtment,  U.  S,  _ . .  _ . 353, 376, 377, 389, 416,  426 

Mentioned __ 318,423,764 

Dakan,  Heniy.     Mentioned 447 

Bala,  IT.  8.  ship. 

Mentioned 11,  12,  95,  96, 152  J  m>,  206,  222,  249,268,  277,  ;4tW.  310 

Movemefita  of 337 

Orders  for  movement........ 192,219,328 

Ordere  to,  regarding  quarantine  regiilatiotm ^      276 

Reeonnoissanee  of  Hnti'hingon's  Island,  Jn I y  R,  1 862  ...» 185 

Balton,  Jolin.     Mentioned 565, 570, 571 

BandeUoxL,  U.  S.  B. 

Mentioned  .....................  481,486,  494, 512, 584, 625, 664,  7r*9,  723,  724,  766 

Ordeni  for  movements 476 

Bandj,  G^eorg-e  B,     Meetione<l ,,.,....... 789 

Bantzler,  O*  M,     Report  of  preparation  for  defense  of  Charleslon,  8.  G. ..._       825 

Barcy,  J,  J.     Mentioned 619 

Barlings  Schooner.     Mentione<l 92 

BarLLngtCni,*  U.  S.  8.     Mentioneii . . . .  3. 43,  l(K),  143, 145,  im,  187, 195,  204-20#i,  211, 
219,  244,  349,  358,  360,  361 ,  :364,  m\,  370,  371 ,  402,  420,  438,  444,  458,  684 

Bavid  Crockett,  fk^hrMKier.     Capture  of,  October  13,  1862 381,385,386 

Bavidmon,  A.  (orM.)B.     Mentioned 754 

Baviea,  John.     Statement  of  capture  of  steaiiier  Erailie 181 

Batde,  Mr.     Mentioned 786 

Bavift,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 778 

Mentionefl . , . 613 

Report  o!  status  of  pandeil  ofIieer«  and  crew  of  T.  S»  S.  Mercedita  ... 614 

Davis,  Jeff.     See  J^^jf,  Airi>,  C.  S.  jwimtf.er, 
Davis,  Jefferson.     See  Prmdent^  C,  S\ 
Davis,  John  Lee. 

Correspindenee  with 

DuFont,  B.  F..... 416,455,736 

Eastman,  T  H. 690 

Kelsey,  A.  Warren *., 775 

Navy  Dei>artment,  U.  S .....^^,.i 217,262 

Mentioned 254, 256, 3a% 350, 427, 440, 441, 

454,  488,  544,  546,  548,  627,  629,  632,  697,  7(H,  706,  712,  718,  72:^  770-773 
Belie^'ed  of  command 

In  Ossabaw  Sound ., 488 

Of  U.  8.  8.  Vixen  and  appointed  to  conmiand  U.  S.  S.  Wi««ahiokon. .      333 
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Pavist  John  Le^ — Continiu^l.  ^i^^^^^r  |^ 

HeiM>rtj*  of. 

Fort  McAllister,  (Ja.     Kiigagemeiit with  Fwtleral  veaaela,  Kovpiiiber lU, 

im2 4^ 

Georgiana,  British  streamer.     Chaeiiig  ashore  of,  March  19,  1863 T7Z,l 

Ogeet'hee  River^  Little,     DestTOction  of  Cimfoderate  eloop  iii»  Kovem- 

l)er7,  1862 _._ 

Davis f  Lady*     See  Ijady  Dnvh^  Steamer. 

Davie,  TlioniaB.     Mt?ntif>iietl *---,-...., 

Dawn,  W  S.  S. 

Abstract  hig,  March  3-4,  ISm 

Attack  upon  Fort  M  e  All  late  r^  Ga. 

November  19,  1862 4r>|,4o5 

January  27,  1863 ../.. -.,,• ,,_.  543^550 

Fchpiary  1 ,  1863 .., .,,_.  ^i26-B38 

Barnes,  J,  S,,  ordered  to  relieve  A.  G.  Clary  of  command  nf ^       266 

Capture  ma*l«  by , . .  4^,44|_ 

I>estniclion  of  Confederate  steamer  Naaliville*     iSec  Nrnhville,  Ck/n/edrrtite 
iUmner.     DfMruction  of,  February  s*S^  1S6^. 

Mentioned  . ^.. ...-..- _ 6, 14,  15,117,14 

146,  206,  247,  262,  268,  277,  278, 349, 387, 419. 451, 465.  480,  494, 508,51 
520,  523,  531,  576,  625,  664,  697,  698,  701,  704,  im,  707,  709,  741,  756»« 

Movements  of 

Operations  i n  Little  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia 472 

Orderp  for  movements ..- 10^  27,  43,  244  246 

ReconnoisRance  in  Little  Ogeechee  River,  GeoiTgia,  January  9,  1863. 

Day ,  Jared,     MentioneiL -.., ,. 

Day,  Joha.     Mentioned 

Dees,  Annie.     See  Aiwit'  A^'^r,  S^hoon^r. 

Defiance,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Septemfier  7,  1862 315  < 

De  Ford^  Ben.     See  Bai  Ik  Fordy  Steamer. 

Deily,  William.     Mentioned. 

De  Kay,  James.     Mentione^l , 3^  4 

De  Krafln^,  James  W,     Report  of  rondition  of  U»  H.  8.  Heneca. ., 

De  la  G-al,  Mr.     Mentioned ,. .._ 

Delano,  Samuel.     Mentioned. - - 

Delaware,  U.  S.  A rmy  tranflpi>rt.     Mentioned 12, 68»  87, 129-131 ,  i 

De  Xiuce,  Theodore  F.     Men! ioneil _.., 

Denham,  Thomas  W.     Mentioue^l 665, 570,57; 

Dennia,  John  S.     Mentioned  ....... 

Dennis,  William  H. 

Mentioned 46i),687 

Report  of  capture  of  w^hooner  Glide,  February  23,  1863 ijg^ 

Denny,  Mr.     Mentioned 192,  IfN, 213, 338 

'Denny^  Mrs.     Mentioned .....^ 213 

Despatch,  Britieh  stetnner _ 81,2 

Devener,  James.     Mentioned 

De^ens,  Edward  F* 
Correspondence  M*ith 

DuPont,  a  F.... 

Navy  Departtneiit,  U.  B 

Mentione<l .. 334,790^792 

Re|x>rta  of. 

Ariefi,  British  *<tc^iot?r.     ( 'apturt>  of,  Marrh  28,  1863 790 

Blockade  ni  n  nere,    M  o  vcti  len  U?  of 
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Deveii6»  Edward  F. — ContiimcHi, 
Keikirts  of. 

Ing,  U .  S,  fillip.     MovenieritH  of _ ..... . . , 317 

La  Manehei  FreudiWrk.     Seissiire  of,,... 279 

St.  Georj^t^  Bermuda.     Blix^katlt^  raiinerfl  at.* ,**-.•.**** 296 

SU^ttiu,  t\  S.  S.     Moveinontflof 453,460 

Dexter,  PMlip  A.     Mentioned , . .  _ 570 

Deleter^  S.  L.     Mentioned 75 

Dickey^  William  S.     ^[entioned . . , , . .  564, 571 

Dickinson,  Philemon. 

Menliotie^l 70, 199/220,  243,  261,  362,364 

Relieved  of  rotumand  of  l\  8.  8.  Planter 61,  62 

Statemen t  regarding  mo vementif  of  bit wkade  runners 1 42 

Dicks,  John  W-     .Meiitione*i. ....,...., 561, 569 

Dillont  John.     Meutionetl 634 

Dillon,  B.  W.     See  R.  W.  fUthn,  Schmnrr. 

Dimon,  Edward  M.     Mentioned - 525 

DiELsmore^  Augnata.     See  AngxmUt  IMtufmore^  l\  S.  S. 

Divine,  Bernard  O.     Mentianed 565,570 

Disie,  C\  S.  privateer.     See  I'^^iayw,  St^haotitf. 

Dixon*  William  D.     Mentioned ,       i^L^^ 

Dobbsi  Jack,     ^Jeutioned 83 

Dob07  Sound,  G-eorgia*     BUx-kjide  of.     Onlers  and   instructions,  Charles 

Sti^ednian 425,459,672 

Dockray,  William  P.     Mentioue*! , 108 

Doig,  A.     Report  of  attack  i\\\<m  Federal  lilofkadingf**juadron  off  Charleston , 

S.  C. ,  l>y  Confoderale  i n  mrim  Is,  Jauuary  31,1  "^^ 595 

Dolphin,  British  Bteaiiier.     IMentioned .-,...........,       753 

Donaldson,  ^Irs.     Meutioned .,. 64 

Donally,  Jamea  H,     Menrioned - 670 

Donovan,  Charles.     Mentioned _...,... 570 

Doran,  James  S.     Mentioned ..,.        47 

Dornin,  Thomas  A.     Fi>r  eorreep<>ndeni*e  see  Naml  Stidioth  BnHimote,  Cotn- 
mttnditnt  of. 

Doraett,  Octavius  H.     Sutemenr  of  capture  of  ntejiuier  Emilie... 181 

Dorton»  Henry  F,     Mentione<l  , 565,570 

Douglas,  Alenander  D.     Mentitined 47 

Douglass,  Steamer.     Meiitione<l , . , , ....       7119 

Douro,  Briiiwh  Hteauier     Capture  of,  Mar^'h  9,  1863 747,748 

Downes,  John. 

Cor nesp » nden  ee  w  i  tl  i 

Du  Pont,  8.  F. ..,  7, 215» 337, 603, 782 

Wise,  IL  A....... 324 

Ment  jonetl ....  7,  28, 38, 40, 4 1 .  Hi.  1*21, 241 ,  374, 375. 379, 682, 694, 716,  719, 728, 764 

Relieved  of  eomniand  in  North  Edisio  River 374 

Reporti^  of. 

Aipii lla,  Sehooner,     Capture  of,  Aygust  4,  1 862 235 

C^iinhrift,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  26,  1862 . 39,  42 

Charleston,  8.  C.     Blocka*le  of 324 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engajijfeuient  with  Federal  vesBela,  ^lareh  3, 

1863. 721-723 

Huron,  U.  8.  8.     Condition  of :i87 

Mon  ttors.     0}ienitious  of ,  _ , , .      764 

Nabant,  U.  8.  S.     Faasage  of,  from  Hauipton  Hottda  to  Fort  Royal...      6^2. 
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Downie,  William.     Mentioned 40 

Downs,  John  H.     Mentioned 96, 185 

Dozier,  William  G. 

Appointment  to  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Huntress 807 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  0.  S 817,818 

Webb,  W.  A 821 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  8.  Huntress,  and  appointed  to  command 

receiving  ship  Indian  Chief 813 

Drayton,  Percival. 
Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Daniel 720 

Bankhead,  J.  P 140,194 

Benham,  H.  W 87,105,107 

Clary,  A.  G 43 

Creighton,  J.  B 314 

Downes,  J 721, 722 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 51, 54, 76, 87, 106, 112, 168, 296, 318, 536, 694,  725, 802 

Gillis,  J.  H 103,104,107,119 

Harris,  T.  A 210 

Miller,  J.  N 719 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 326 

Scott,  R.  W 685 

Snell,  A.  T 155 

Steedman,C 315 

Woolsey,  M.  B 170 

Wright,  H.  G 94,101 

Mentioned 11, 15, 27, 51, 53, 54, 57, 58, 62, 82, 84, 85, 94, 102, 106, 

112,  114,  116, 140, 146, 152, 154, 156, 163,  166, 168, 189,  219,  305,  306, 427, 
504, 528,  626,  644,  671,  683,  686,  693-695,  706,  712,  714,  716,  720,  743,  746 

Relieved  of  command  in  Stono  River 306, 315 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Defenses  of 1 16 

Ellen,  U.  8. 8.     Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  near  Folly  River, 

8outh  Carolina 75 

Fernandina,  Fla.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 3 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engagement  with  Feileral  vessels,  March  3, 

1863 717,725 

Glide,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  February  23,  1863 683, 687 

James  Island,  8.  C.     Evacuation  of,  by  U.  8.  Army  forces 158, 165 

Liquor  traffic 3 

Passaic,  U.  8.  8.     Passage  of,  from  Beaufort,  N.  C. ,  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C . .       529 

Rowena,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  June  6,  1862 80 

8tono  River,  South  Carolina. 

Cooperation  of  gunboats  with  army  in,  June  14-16,  1862 102, 

103,104,106,116,133 

Operations  in 55,79,88,89,98,100,133,158,165,210 

Wilmington  River,  Georgia.     Operations  in 625 

Drayton,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 447 

Dredge  Boat,  Steamer.     Mentioned 799 

Driver,  J.  £.     Mentioned 125 

Duane,  James  C.     Mentioneti 658, 692, 716 

Du  Bois,  Theo.  B.     Mentioned 121 
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Dudley,  Tliomae  H»     For  forrwpondenc*e,  s©e  fApfrpooi,  U.  S.  cormil  at, 

Bxiffie,  James.     ;Mentinni3i! 570 

Biihar,  Tony.     Mentionetl - 77 

Bune&n,  James  M« 

Appointed  tm^omniand 

In  St.  Plelena  8riand, ,. - --       446 

In  St.  John's  River 482,489 

Off  Georgetown,  H,  C 170,344 

Corref^pondence  with 

Lhi  Pont,  S-  F ....-..--.. 189,311,466,492 

Finnep^an,  Joeepl  i , - - . . .       522 

Marchund,  .L  B 116 

Navy  Department^  LT.  S , . . . .      275 

Wateon,  William .-...  502,522 

Mentioned 21  ^23, 3^5, 427, 429, 446. 458, 482, 489, 490,  742,  777,  778 

RelievcHl  of  command  of  Georgetown,  S,  C 429 

Reports  of- 

Jackson vi lie,  Fla, 

Evacuation  and  hurning  of,  hy  U*  S.  army  fort-es,  March  29. 1863.       794 

Oi'cnpation  of,  by  U.  S.  army  forces,  Marf*h  10,  1865 , 745 

NiiPS^au  iSound,  Florida.     Ofierat ionn  in 501 

St.  John^s  River.     Operat ions  in .501, 521 ,  794 

Duiiliam,  A.  J.     Mentioned Mfi 

Bunliam,  Joseph  L.     Mentioned 301 

Dunham,  W.  K     Mentioned  ...., , 570 

Dunnavant,  Joba.     Mentioned 570 

Du  Pont,  Cornelius.     MenUoiied 368 

Du  Pont»  Bamuel  F. 

Cirenlar  order  reganlinj?  Pi^nals 738 

CorreypondenL'e  witL 

Almy,  J.  J.. 262, 305,  443, 478,  482,  741,  7(>3 

Am  men,  D 64, 78, 83, 90, 93, 215, 227, 232,  238, 278, 282, 666, 693, 802 

Bache,  A.D. 460 

Baeon,  George 509,526,527,558^-660,648,650 

Bailey,  Theodoras-  ,«.... 423,484,487,494 

Baker,  Jonathan,,.. 117,100,322,386,418,496,788 

Balch,  G.  B...... ...,....,  2a?, 208, 212, 

213, 257, 2»>0. 270, 272. 659. 665,  679,  713,  743,  752,  758,  761,  779,  789,  805 

Baldwin,  A.  B....... 295 

Hampton,  Benj.  C. , 711 

Bankheud,  J.  P 6,222,273 

Barne«,  John  8 . , 266,706 

Baxter,  L  B 116,192,337,344 

Beaumont,  J.  C -..,,,,.  429,458,512,^57,693,741,783,802 

Been*,  J.  R , 218 

Benham,  H.  W 12 

Boardnian ,  Charle? , , 372 

Buotelle,  a  0 16,151.152,156,509,533,657,660 

Brtmnan,  J.  M...... 370,371,404,435 

Browne.  \V.  R..... 474.475,488,493 

Brown,  N    W ,, ,. .,        91 

Biidd,  Wilhani 680 

Oavendy,  E 340,415 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — CV>ntinued.  pmge. 

Corresi^ndenc'e  with 

Clary,  A.  G 10,27,244,246,262 

Colhoun,  E.  R 655,736 

Colline,  N 190,237 

Conover,  F.  S 425,526 

Conroy,  Fxiward 303,431,432 

Corbin,  T.  G 249,801 

Crane,  L.  G 295,301,324,325 

Creightoii,  J.  B 79,81,85 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 495,673 

Davis,  C.  H 778 

Davis,  John  L 416,439,454,455,736,772,773 

Dennis,  William  H 686 

Devens,  E.  F 317,790,791 

Dickinson,  P 61 

Downes,John  7,215,337,693,764,782 

Drayton,  P 3,51,54, 

56, 58,  75,  76,  79, 80, 87, 88, 98, 100, 102, 104, 106, 112,  116,  133, 158, 
165, 168, 210, 296, 306, 318, 529, 536, 625, 683, 687, 694, 717,  725, 802 

Duncan,  J.  M 170, 189, 31 1 ,  344, 456, 482, 492, 501, 521,  745, 794 

Eastman,  T.  H 656,688,758 

Edge,  Frederick  Milnes 610 

Eytinge,  H.  St.  C 10,219,249,264,298,308,310,446 

Fairfax,  D.  McN 778 

Faucon,  E.  H 669,670 

Florida  and  Georgia,  senior  officers,  blockading 739 

Foote,  A.  H 479 

Frailey,  J.  M 462,748 

Freeman,  S.  N 441 

Fuller,  C.  E 99 

Gansevoort,  G 266 

Gardner,  A.  S 72 

Gil)9on,  William 407, 464, 488, 607, 629,  706 

Gillespie,  W.  T 233 

Gillis,  J.  H 243 

Godon,  S.  W 19,70,92,111,142,146,306,341,343, 

348, 418, 452, 457, 464, 472, 473, 479,  497,  517,  524,  534, 599,  600,  624,  746 

Goldsborough,  J.  R  .' 110,  111,  159, 169,195, 208, 217, 244, 248, 251, 278 

Green,  J.  F 293,321,396,434,453,514,531,612 

Gregory,  F.  H 537 

Gregory,  Samuel  B 125 

Hal  pine,  Charles  G 751 

Harwood,  A.  A 44,45,84,94,174 

Henry,  E.  W  ...: 218 

Hughes,  A.  K 169,219,442,443,709 

Hunter,  D 27,67,68,129,130, 

156, 168, 231, 263, 264, 271, 277, 297, 312, 537,  642,  646,  658,  738,  750,  776 

Irwin,  John 372 

Kirby,  Nicholas 415 

Kittredge,  J.  W 664 

I^nier,  E 7, 68 

Law,  R.  L 65, 70 

Lechler,  A.  A.,  et  al 609 
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Du  Fon t ,  Samuel  F .  — Con  t  i  n  ii€M  L 
Ciirrei'piiiulfnc'e  with 

T^e,  S.  F , 

LeriHiall,  John 10.63,224,260 

I^  Ri>y,  W.  E, , .  ,m,  120, 136, 145, 229, 247, 274,  282, 303, 350. 408,  5BI .  <il2,  673 

Ijf )sv \ ler,  Master - .,..*.  695, 714 

UnvTy\  H.  B , 113 

McKei^e,  Etlwrtni.. .,.„ 243,245 

Mal^m,  Victor,  et  al ,-.— .-**«*^*i-..**,* 792 

Maiiton,  B.  D 50 

Mari'hiind,  J.  B .5, 13, 15,  'M,  28,  30,  36.  4U,  44.  46,  4^52,  56, 58,  5tt,  72, 

73,  77,82,85,  86,  89,  101,  112,  117-120,  131.  132,  ia'>,  i:i8,  140,  149,  150, 
157, 162, 168,  174-176,  207,  216,  219,  222,  223,  229,  233,  234,  236,  24<K  241 

MaxwdlpJ.G 323,427 

Missimer,  H .,,.,., , 372 

Mitchel,  (X  M 3:^9,342,346,347 

Morgan,  Joa.  S ..,,...- 793 

M.W8.  E...„... 186,:i07,48ti,5iH> 

Mulkiiy,  J .  H.  M  .......... . 29, 60,  63, 148,  279,  292,  311,  744 

Navy  I>et>artineiit,  IJ.  S...... 5,7,71,77,81,110,165,181, 

239,  268,  2m,  286,  311,  328, 332, 333, 345, 353, 408, 433.  451, 460,  4H3.  484, 
485,  503,  515,  571,  640,  645,  663.  671,  712,  736,  753,  766,  783,  78t?,  796,  803 

Navy  yarii.  New  York,  ajmnianilant  of 199, 200, 320 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Coiiiiimtitlant  af 40 

Neweil,  H.,HaL- 652 

NicholHon,  J,  W.  A,... 147,163,167.198,220,224,242,248 

NiLkeKJ.  F 79,276 

Parrott,  E.  (i 28,111,160,167.190,209,287,591,592,785 

Patters.^,  T.  H  ..... 531 

Pattifton,  T 246 

Fendergrast,  A 341 

Ph.>em3c,  Lloyd _ ....;.  164,297 

Piatt.  Rolx^rt 784 

Prentiss,  Ci.  A 22,42,89,92, 113^1 15, 121, 124, 137 

Preston,  S.  W 378 

Quackeiibui?h,  8,  P 483,539,554,648 

Keyrioki»,  William 667 

Khhid,  A.  C....... _ 62,  70, 99, 126, 1 29  JiJl,  21 8, 294,  787,  802 

Rockwell,  J.  E ,,... 11,114,137,204,541 

Rfxlgt?r»,  C.  R.  P. ......-.- --..... - 14,23.187 

Ktxljjrery,  it.  W 778 

Rodgers,  John 421,653,762,767,784 

St.  John,  G.  P -. 310 

Sjirturi,  L.  C 434 

Haxtou,  R :. 444,463,523 

Scott,  IL  \V 346,3.50,417,516 

Semnieti,  A.  A 233,295,316,347 

Himonaon,  J 384 

Bnell,  A.  T... 208,243,261 

South  Carolina,  M ilitary  governor  oL 426 

8teetlniaii,  C ...' 186, 

204,  212,  221,  223,  248,  2HH,  302,  3tH,  306,  327,  329.  3:36,  :i">5.  357.  358, 

362,  380.  400,  405,  420,  441.  471,  523,  534,  #339, 644,  715,  777,  789,  793,  802 

Stellwagen,  U.  8 334, 445, 481, 579, 596»  696, 607, 611, 615 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continaed.  Pa^. 

Correspondence  with 

Steteon,  Thomas  M 372 

Stevens,  G.  A 626 

Stimers,  A.C 729,800 

Stimers,  A.  C,  et  al 707 

Stites,  T. ,  et  al 681 ,  795 

Strong,  J.  H 102, 170, 182, 2.1, 216, 415, 473, 715 

Taylor,  William  Rogers 449, 478, 538, 541, 553, 587, 596, 713 

Trenchard,  S.  D 533 

Trundy,  George 184 

Tmxtun,  W.  T 96, 185, 192, 199, 2a5, 248, 298, 335, 343, 348 

Turner,  Thomas 518, 550, 561, 602-606, 623, 

646,  649,  668,  677,  710,  714,  749,  751,  757, 759,  761, 762, 770-772,  800, 804 

Upshur,  J.  H 102,321,573,674 

Urann,  William  D 282 

Van  Sice,  Edward 608 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart 779 

Watmough,  P.  G 388,407,487,742 

Wells,  C.  H 155,328 

Werden,  Reed 277,305,319,339,458,507,782 

West,  W.  H 759 

Whiting,  W.  D 436,466,481,505,668 

Williams,  E.  P 749 

Williamson,  James  C 10 

Wise,  H.  A 513 

Wood,  G.  W 441 

Woodhull,  M 326, 

424, 427, 429, 436, 446, 456, 461, 466, 469, 470, 473, 477, 482, 489, 490 

Woolsey,  M.  B 44,276,452,469,491 

Worden,  J.  L 520, 

544, 546, 547, 549, 576, 624, 626, 630, 644, 694, 697,  700,  705,  706, 802 

Wright,  H.  G 54 

General  order  regarding  colors  to  be  worn  by  prize  vessels 424 

Mentioned 4, 

8,  9,  11,  25,  69,  90, 115, 117, 125, 191, 192, 197, 198, 200, 202, 210, 217,  224, 
232,  242,  250,  251,  267, 275, 285, 286, 296, 298, 303, 304, 314, 315, 317, 322- 
324,  326,  354,  357,  376,  377, 380, 390, 392, 395, 407, 416, 424, 434, 435, 445, 
453,  458,  460,  461,  463,  472, 476, 489, 503, 508, 519, 550, 614, 649, 661, 662, 
675,  678,  691,  696,  729,  735,  737,  744-747,  751,  757,  776,  788,  796, 797, 813 

Order  regarding  trading  permits 99 

Recommends  discharge  of  stragglers  from  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh 740 

Reports  of. 

Adirondack,  U.  S.  S.    Destruction  of 313 

Annie  Dees,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  November  20,  1862 456 

Aquilla,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  4,  1862 234 

Aries,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  March  28,  1863 790, 791 

Atlanta,  C.  S.  ram.     Information  concerning 711, 712 

Aurelia,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  March  23,  1863 779 

Belle,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  February  23,  1863 680 

Black  River,  South  Carolina.    Reconnoissance  in,  August  14-15, 1862.       256 

Cambria,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  26, 1862 38 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 
ironclads,  January  31,  1863 577, 588, 601, 604, 607, 608, 613 
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Da  Pont»  Samuel  F.— Contmneil. 
HeporL*4  ntV 

Charleflton,  8.  C. 

Blorkacleof 287, 25*2,311, 345, 395, 44d 

CaptiiPes  mark-  off _. -..-,*.^ 62 

R'+fuiM*  of  bltK'kaile  rminen?  off ....-...- 134 

Firing  u\Ktn  fla^*  of  tnire  in  harbor  of,  February  21,  1^63 <i74,ft75 

Operations  ajpiinst ..*...*.       535 

Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Savannah,  Ga.     Canstnu'tion  of  injnclads  at..       417 

Oe  luriert  U*  8.  storeshlp,     O mUitii m  of 207 

E,  B.  Hale,  U.  8.  S.     Condition  of 476 

Emi lie,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  J  nly  7 ,  1 862 1 7(1, 183 

Emma  Tut t le,  Schooner.     C*apture  of,  January  27»  1863 540 

Etiwan,  8<'hooner.     Capture  of.  January  21,  IMS 524 

Fanny,  Britbh  schooner.     Cuptiire  <>f ,  August  22,  1B62 273 

Fannie  l,iuirie,  Briti>?h  l)ark.     Capture  of,  S^^ptetnlier  4^  1802 307,  309 

Fi>Hy  River,  South  ( ^amlina.     Opjerations  in _ 426 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     En^igement  with  Federal  veaeela. 

January  27,  lH(i3 543 

February  1.  18a*i... 62t>,672 

March  li  18^3  ......  _, 716,728 

OiM'ratiouK  agaiufiit 692 

Glide,  Sehooner.     Capture  of,  Pel vrmir y  2:\,  1 863 , ,       (1S2 

Georgetown,  S.  C.     Cajiture  of  Confc*ilerate  mail  iHjtween  Cbarlt^tf»ii 

and,  November  4,  1862 ..... 430 

Georgiana,  British  s?teanier.     Chasing  ashore  and  dtsstnietion  of 76P,  773 

Gt t vemor  Mi lt4:>n^  Pri xe  steamer.     Appraiseinent  of ...,.-- 371 

Hendrkk  Hudson,  U.  8.  8. ,  Commanding  officer  for. 495 

IIu1chjn»on'»  Island,  South  Carolina,     Attack  upon,  by  Confe<lerate>», 

June  13,  1862 ..' 95 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  January  :J0,  1863 . 556, 559 

Jann^  Inland,  South  Carolina.     Evainiation  of,  by  U,  R,  Army  for<Hfi».       166 

Lightning,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Marrli  9,  1863 743 

LiKlona,  Britiwh  Hteamer.     Cajiture  of,  A ugust  4,  1 862 236 

Mercedita,  U.  S.  8,     Diaptiaition  of . 660 

Mercury,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  4,  186^1 497-500 

Mohawk,  U,  8,  8.     Capture  of  two  t>HicerM  from,  m  North   ICcbntcj 

River 262 

Monitors.     OiierationB  of , 764 

Morning  Star,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  27,  1862  ..,. ., ..       149 

NashvilJe,  Confederate  steamer.     Destruction  of,  Febniary  28,  1863. .       696, 

707,  712 

Nell io,  Schminer.     Capture  of,  March  29,  1 863 . 794 

OBsiaUf  British  steamer.     Diafmsition  of , . , . . 660 

Ottawa,  r.  S.  S,     Condition  of .,, ,      fi52 

Ouachita,  British  steAmer.     Capture  of,  October  14,  1862..... 388,389 

PatniH,  Bri tiHii  steamer,     Captu re  of.  May  27,  1 8<52 46 

Plan  ter,  V .  8,  S.     Tran^sfcr  of.  to  V .  8.  Army 321 

lialt,  Robert.     Api>ointment  of,  as  a<^ting  master 785 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.     C<Hiperative  expeilition  for  deatmetion  of  railrriad 

bridges  near,  OctolM>r  21-23,  1862 3t>9,  408 

Patomeka  and  Isiuic  Smith,  U,  S.  steamers.     Condititm  of. ... ...       247 

Port  Rjyah  S.  C.  Arrival  and  departure  of  United  States  vessels.  4, 146,  217, 
224,  256,  287,  :W,  305,  313,  319,  333,  334,  337,  440,  444, 453,  47r»,  480,  484. 
494,  501,  502,  518,  528,  649,  668,  665,  669,  681,  740,746,T55,t'^%^1^1O?^ 
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Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. — Continued.  Pa^. 

Reports  of. 

Princess  lioyal,  Steamer.     C-aptnre  of,  January  29,  18fi3...  551-553,555,556 

Prizes.     Disposition  of 82 

QiiakerCity,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 739 

Queen  of  tlie  Wave,  British  steamer.     Driving  asliore  of,  February' 

24-25,  and  destruction,  March  7,  1863 687,689 

Santee  River,  South  C-arolina.     Operations  in 230 

Savannah,  Ga.     Affairs  in  vicinity  of 671 

Scotia  and  Anglia,  British  steamers.     Captures  of 409, 41 1 

Seneca  and  Wissahickon,  U.  S.  steamers.    Suspension  of  certain  officere 

of 756 

Simmons*  Bluff,  South  Carolina.     Engagement  at,  June  21,  1862 125 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Affairs  of 254,268,651 

Armament  of,  and  need  of  ordnance  officer 94 

Condition  of  vessels 739 

Disposition  of  vessels -. 206, 

348,  349, 419, 451, 465, 480, 493, 511, 625,  663,  755 

Repairs  to  vessels 265,266 

Sproston,  John  G.     Death  of 83 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina. 

Cooperation  of  gimboats  with  army  in,  June  14-16,  1862 105, 166 

Operations  in 53, 658 

Tropic,  Steamer.     Destruction  of,  January  18,  1863 516 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of,  and  services  of  crew 172, 173, 187 

Wave,  Confederate  pilot  lx)at.     Capture  of,  November  4,  1862 429 

Water  Witch,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 535 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 649,652 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.     Oiierations  in 21 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 211 

Request  for  return  of  vessels  sent  north  for  repairs 659 

Visit  of,  to  Washington,  D.  C. ,  for  conference 322, 347, 349, 350, 353, 376 

Durand,  George  B.     Mentione<l 442 

Dutch,  John  C.     Mentioned 484 

Dutton,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 26 

Dwyer,  Thomas  J.     Mentioneii 579, 615 

E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 80, 429, 430 

Mentione<l 54, 62,  70,  76, 88, 100, 114, 1 16-1 18, 133, 205, 

206,  244, 308,  327, 349,  387, 420, 428, 444, 446, 452, 456, 466, 659,  691 ,  803 

Movements  of 476,  787,  788 

Operations  in 

St.  John's  River,  Florida 261, 357, 358,  361,  363,  364, 366-370,  398,  429, 430 

Santee  River 230 

Stono  River 75,102-108 

Vicinity  of  Georgetown,  S.  C 121-125 

Orders  for  movements 112, 119, 155, 192, 208, 243,  424, 425 

Reconnoissance  in  Ashepoo  and  Combahee  rivers.  South  Carolina,  July 

18-19,  1862 199,200,201 

£.  W.  Gardner,  Schooner.     Mentioned 655,  713 

Bason,  Henry.     Mentioned 179, 180, 302, 383, 384, 412, 474-476, 491 


E&flttQan,  TlLOXnas  H. 

Ai*|H»intetl  tu  roiiiinand 

Off  GtH^rKetowri,  S.  C,....,.._ "f™^. a%,  657 

U.  S.  8,  Ci (iN/maii^h - , 666 

Corre8poritlem-e  w  itli 

l*:ai!tnian,  Mm.  T.  H 586 

Warley,  F-  F ._      689 

Mentioiml 73,582,667,687-689,736 

Relieveil  i>f  roiimmnd  of  I' ,  S.  S.  Coiieinaugli . 758 

Report  of  it  riving  iLshore  of  British  stf'Jimer  Qut^ii  of  the  Wave,  Febnmry 

24-25,  am  ]  tlei?tnit'tion,  March  7,  1 86:1. .  _  _ 688 

Bastman,  Tliomas  H, ,  Mre.     CorreHpondence  with  T.  H.  Eastman 586 

Eastwood,  William.     Metiiionecl .,..,.,,. , 581 

Eaton,  William  B.     Mentioned.. 516 

Eccles,  Bicliard  H.     Mt*nlione<! ,  (VSO,  681 

Echols,  William  H.     Mentione^l. .,.       808 

EconomiBt,*  British  steanier.     Mentioned 135,  140»  liH2,  445 

EddoweB,  Archibald  K,     Report  of  condition  of  V.  S.  S,  Weehawken 652 

i;dgr©i  Frederick  Milnes*     Correspondence  with  S.  F,  Du  Pont 610 

Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.     See  North  EdiMo  River, 

Edwards,  George.     Mentioned!  .... 370 

Edwards,  W.  B. 

Mentionetl 164, 460 

Report  ui  capture  of  »clnx>ner  GUde,  February  23,  IM^ .* 686 

Eg^an,  Jamee.     Men tioned , 457, 570 

Elarbee,  E.  A,     Mentioned 730»  732 

Eldredge,  W,  J*     Mentioned..... 754 

Eliza,  Sch uoner.     Capture  of,  August  21 ,  1862 267 

Elizabeth,  t  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  May  29,  1862 58,66 

Mentioned _. 69^72 

Eliza  Boneall,  British  ghip.     Mentioned , 81 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer.     Mentioned 334 

Ellen,  V.  8.  8. 

L'apturea  made  by 80 

Condition  of _ _ .,      377 

Mentioned , 16, 

26, 59,  76,  88,  »4, 97, 100, 133, 171,  206,  208,  268, 339,  :H9,  379, 387,  409, 488 

€)rierationtf  in  Stono  River 51-58,75,102-108,  170 

Orders  for  movementi? 44, 140,  348 

Elliott,  Edmund,     Mentionetl 46, 46 

Elmira  Cornelius^  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Otlober  1 1, 1862 381-386 

Elwell,  John  J.     Metitione<l , 322 

Emilie,  Britii^h  wteamer. 

Capture  of,  July  7,  18*S2 176-184 

Mentitinetl 187 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  Steamer     Mentioned  , 754 

Emma,  JSteamer. 

Uronnilinjr  of .,,.,...,,. 508 

Mentionetl 278,282 

Emma  JxUia.     See  Chance,  Schooner, 


•NaitiG  chaiigeil  to  Bonitu,  wlstch  nee* 
t  Formerly  the  General  Mlramon. 
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Emma  Tnttle,  Schooner.  Vrnge. 

Capture  of,  Janaar>- 27.  1«6S 540-542 

Mentioned 556 

En^liah,  EarL     Mentioned 4d4, 495 

Sratt,  E.I*.     Mentioned 31 

Ericsson,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 519,520,725,728,729,745,746,800 

Movements  of 537 

OrderB  for  movements 670, 696,  714 

Faaaageof,  from  Hampton  Rosdi>  to  Port  Royal,  S.C 669 

Ericsson,  John.     Mentioned 764, 765, 804 

Ervin,  Arthur.     Mentioned 457 

Estacken,  Charles.     Mentioned 570 

EstimauTille,  d',  F.  H.     Mentioned 573,574 

Etiwan,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  21,  1863 524-526 

Mentioned 823 

Eustice, .     Mentioned! 753 

Experiment,  Schooner.     Mentioned 61 

Expounder,  Veseel.     Mentioned 789 

Eytin^,  Henry  St.  C. 

Appointed  to  command  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina 219 

Correppondenre  with  S.  F.  Dti  Pont 10,264,298,309 

Mentioned 297,307 

Relieved  of  (command  in  St.  Helena  Sound 446 

Reports  of. 

Fannie  Laurie,  British  bark.     Capture  of,  September  4,  1862 308, 310 

St.  Helena  Sound.    Operations  in 249 

Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  ship.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York 462 

Faircloth,  Master.     Mentioned 308 

Fairfiox,  Donald  McN.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 778 

Falmouth,  England,  U.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned  237 

Fannie  Currie,  Schooner.     Mentioned 383 

Fannie  Laurie,  British  l>ark.     Capture  of,  September  4,  1862 307-31 1 

Fanny,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  August  22,  1862 273, 274 

Fanny,  Steamer.     Mentioned 799 

Farenholt,  Oscar  W.     Mentioned 400, 403 

Faron,  Edward.     Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Montauk  from 

explosion  of  torpetlo 708 

Faron,  John.     Mentioned 662 

Farragut,  David  G. 

CorreHiKjndence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 451 

Mentione<l 9, 376, 392,  737,  787 

Farren,  Patrick.     Mentioned 583 

Farrer,  George  W.     Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off 

Charleston,  S.  C,  by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  31, 1863. . .     594, 

602,604,605 
Faucon,  Edward  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 670 

Mentif  )ne<l 519, 520, 537, 669 

lt<*IM)rt  of  passage  of  steamer  Ericsson  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal, 

towing  rafts 669 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.     Mentioned 753 

Fee,  James.     Mentioned 40 

Venn,  WiUiamD.     Mentioned 594 
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Fernandinai  Fla. 

C< >al  s"ii[>ply  a,**ke(i  f< «r 373 

OperatioD-H  in  vicinity  of. 
Orders  aritl  inslnulione, 

Dniyton,  P.....,.,.. , , 43 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F 11.27.244,240,709 

Report  of  1*.  Di-ayton . . . 3 

Femandina,  U.  8.  l>ark. 

Capture  of  two  men  from,  in  Atihepoo  Himt,  lX^i*f mlier  22,  1H62. .... 486 

Mentioned 12,2(H],  244,  270,  271,  281,  m'S, 

300,  347,  349,  387,  419,  452, 456,  465,  480,  4£W,  512,  625,  t5U4,  709,  715,  7.5<i 

<>nlen*fortnovementH.................... 11, 18t>,307,506,672 

FickeiBon,  f.     Mentionetl  ..... ^. ., , , 302 

FilLmore,  Millard.     See  MUtm-d  FUhnorf^  Mtoonff. 

Findley,  J.  R.     MeiilioncHl .,.       402 

Fin^^n,  Joseph, 

Corrt^EMZHidence  witli  J.  M*  Dnncan. 522 

Mentioned... 301,34)2,361,521.810 

Rei>cirt3  of  engage rnent**  lx4wfM?in  Fedeml  \'t»*e«jl8  ami  Confederate  luittery  at 
8t.  Johns  Bluff,  Fla. 

8epteinl>er  II,  1862 326 

September  17,  1862 331 

Fingal,*  Steamer.     Mentioned  .111,  228,  254,  269,  :U2,  417,  418,  458,  507,  508,  513,  520, 
536,  537,  543,  578.  624,  626,  644,  671,  672,  694,  711,  767,  761*,  776,  777,  808 

Fianeg^an,  William.     iVIentionefl 72 

Firefly,  Confederate  tranB|.wrt  ateiinier.     Mentioned _ 769 

Fiako,  Edward  W.     Mentioned.. .... ..        83 

Fitzg-erald,  X<ewiB.     M<*ntione<l . . 570 

Flag,  U.  S.  S. 

Attat'k  n[M>n,  by  Confoderwte  ironela*!^.  See  Charkitian,  S.  C,  Attack  upon 
Ftd^rttl  hhakmUiiij  ^putiirmt  off,  bt^  Oonjethratf  iconetath^  Jantmry 
SI,  IS6S. 

Caplurefimade  by l/O-lfti, 381-386, 409-415 

Chasiie  of  blwkade  runners 449 

Mentionetl 101,134-136,138,206,211,219, 

222,  227,  241,  269,  281,292,  293,  341,  ;i49,  379,  387.  419,  431,  448-451,  466, 
480,  493,  512,  563,  680,  587-590.  592,  597,  599,  606,  607,  625,  664,  709,  755 

MovemenlB  of. 234 

OrderH  for  nioveiiienrrt ....  4,  102,  170,216.473,715 

Fl  aga  of  Truce .     Corre«ponden ce  eonoemi  ng 196,1 97, 335, 336, 522,  674 

Flambeau,  IT.  8.  S. 

Abetmct  log,  D«;ember  27-31.  1862... ,. 490 

Chaiiie  of  blockade  runners 39,5-397 

Condition  of 168,169,198.200 

Expedition  tfj  Buira  Island,  S.  C,  Janimry  31,  1863 573-576 

Firif*K  npi>ii,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  Febniary  21,  1863,  while  carrying  flag 

of  trnee , 674-^79 

Mentionetl ,. 7,32,41,49,50,59,72, 

82,86,  101,  118,  132,  138,  150,  265,  269,  281,  288,  319,  349,  387,  408,419, 
449,  451 ,  465,  469,  480,  491,  493,  5a5,  512,  ,%1 ,  604,  625, 664,  709,  755, 803 

Orders  for  movements 102,  275, 303, 321, 504. 649, 693, 805 

Fleming,  Mm     Mentioneil _ ,.,« 109 

Flick,  Oeorge  T,     Mentioned.... _.. 267 


*8ee  &l»o  Atlanta, 0. 8,  nua. 
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Pace 

Flora,  U.  R.  Army  tranflport.     Mentioiie<l 54, 56,  79, 402 

Florence,  William.     Mentione<l 541 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.     MentioncHl 571 

Florida,  U.  S.  8. 

Captures  ina<le  l)y 346, 347 

Conciitiou  of 332, 434 

Mentione<l 19, 159, 160, 189, 206, 233, 243, 268, 282, 349, 379, 387,  416,  420, 659 

Movements  of 434,  755 

Operations  in  St.  Simons  Sonnd,  Geoiyia 195, 251 

Orders  for  movementa 92, 110,  111,  295, 350 

Scott,  R.  W.,  onlered  to  relieve  J.  R.  Goldsborongh  of  command  of......       278 

Florida  Troops.     Mentioned. 
Cavalry— Regiments:  2d,  301. 
Infantry — Regiments:  5th,  147. 

Floyd,  Steamer.     Mentioned 291 

Folger,  James.     Mentioned 492 

Folly  Biver,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in.     Reports  of 

Bacon,  George 650 

Drayton,  P 75 

DuPont,  S.  F 425 

Foote,  Andrew  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 479 

Mentioned 78 

Forbes,  William  D.     Mentionetl 545, 701 

Foreigrn  Men-of-War.     Movements  of 26, 49, 86, 119, 

149-150,  209,  223,  394,  408,  409,  472,  479, 601-603, 662, 663, 674-677, 819 

Forrest,  French.     Mentioned 808 

Fort  Beauregrard,  South  Carolina.     Blockade  runner  ashore  near 668 

Fort  Henry,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 24 

Fort  McAllister,  Georgia. 

Engagement  with  Federal  vessels. 

July  1,  1862.     Report  of  P.  G.  Watmough 161 

July  29,  1862.     Report  of  Charles  Steedman 221 

November  19,  1862. 
Abstract  log  of 

Dawn,  U.S.S 454 

Wissahickon,  U .  S.  S 454 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 455 

Report  of  John  L.  Davis 454 

January  27,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

C.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  sc^hooner 549 

Dawn,  U.S.  S 548 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S 547 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S ; 547 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S 548 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 546, 549 

Order  of  8.  F.  Du  Pont  regarding  renewal  of  attack 547 

Reports  of 

Beaureganl,  G.  T 549 

DuPont,  S.F 543 

Gibson,  William 629 

Stephens,  Thomas  A 545,631 

Worden,  JohnI 544,627,630 
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Fort  McAllister,  Qeorgria— Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  with  Federal  veeeelH. 
February  1,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

C.  P.  Williams,  Schooner 633 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S 632 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S 6:^2 

Casualties 633,638 

Confederate  reports  published  in  Savannah  Republican 633, 634 

General  order  of  G.  T.  Beauregard 638 

Injuries  sustained  by  U.  8.  8.  Montauk 6;«)-632, 672 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  R.  H 6:^,634,635 

Beauregard,  G.  T 634,637,638 

Bryan,  Henry 634,635 

DuPont,  S.  F 626,672 

Gibson,  William 629 

Sheldon, 632 

Stephens,  Thomas  A 632 

Worden,  John  L 626,630 

March  3,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

C.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  S 724 

Dawn,  U.  8.  8 724 

Norfolk  Packet,  U.  R.  schooner 725 

Para,  U.  8.  schooner 724 

Passaic,  U.  8.  8 720 

Seneca,  U.S.  S 723 

Wissahickon,  U.  8.  S 723 

Onlersof  8.  F.  DuPont 725,729 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 720 

Downes,  John 721-723 

Drayton,  P 717,725 

DuPont,  8.'f 716,728 

Harris,  D.  B 729 

McCrady,  John 730-734 

Miller,  J.  N 719 

Stimers,  Alban  C 729 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  Confederate  Congress 638 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 819 

DuPont,  8.  F '. 624 

Orders  and  instructions  of  8.  F.  Du  Pont 693-695 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  8.  F 692 

Worden,  John  L 576 

See  also  NashmlUy  Confederate  Steamer.     Dettrwiion  of.     Also  Ogeechee 
River f  Great,     Operations  in. 
Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia,   Commanding  Officer  of.     Correspondence  with 

Daniel  Ammen 228 

Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina.     Communication  from  W.  R.  Hopkins,  sug- 
gesting means  for  undermining 7%^ 
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Foster,  John  G.  Vmge. 

Correspondence  witli  C.  O.  Bontelle : fi41 

Mentioned 572,610,650,660,605,712 

Foulkes,  Thomas.     See  Thomas  Foulkes^  SUamer. 

Fountain,  Jcunes.     Mentioned 47 

Fox,  Oustavus  V. 

Ck>rre8pondence  witii 

Bryson,  A 751 

Budd,  William 225 

DuPont,  S.  F 5,7,173,254,288,353,408,485,712,753,766,803 

Fulton,  C.  C 320,745 

Lee,  S.  P.,etal  451 

Moees,  Edward 11 

Strong^  James  H 4 

Mentioned 106,319,513,535,543 

Frailey,  James  Madison. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 462,748 

Farrer,  George  \V 594 

Mentioned  379,387,497,516-518,577,582,588,598,607 

Reports  of. 

Quaker  City,  U.  8.  S.     Movements  of,  and  capture  of  British  steamer 

Douro 747 

Charleston,  8.  C.     Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by 

Confederate  ironclads,  January  31, 1863 593,605 

Mercury,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  4,  1863 496 

Fraser,  John  A;  Co.     Mentioned 62, 640, 825 

Fraser,  Trenholm  A;  Co.     Mentioned 332,641,754 

Freeman,  Simeon  JX, 

Correspondence  with  8.  F.  Du  Pont 441 

Mentioned 549,629,633,724 

Freemcm,  Thomas.     Mentioned 570 

Fremont,  John  C.     Mentioned 86 

French,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 570 

French,  Mansfield. 

Correspondence  with  William  Budd 439 

Mentioned 72, 205 

Friends,  Schooner.     Mentioned 43 

Frizelle,  Seymour  F.     Mentioned 230 

Fugritive  slaves.     Correspondence  concerning 5, 77, 92, 95-98, 108-1 10, 

116,  142-145,  159,  160,  165, 167, 185, 192, 195-197, 203, 209,  212, 213, 214, 
231,  240,  244, 248,  251,  257,  259,  264, 270, 272, 298-301, 337, 342, 364, 367, 
393,  426,  430,  439,  447,  458,  463, 489, 490, 536, 561, 645, 671,  750,  751,  783 

Fuller,  Charles  E.     Trading  permit  issued  by 71, 99 

Fuller,  George  K.     Mentioned 236 

Fulton,  Charles  C.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 320,745 

Fundenburg,  Walter  F.     Statement  regarding  alleged  raising  of  blockade  of 

Charleston,  S.  C 609 

Furber,  Edwcurd  G.     Mentioned 444,  724 

G.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by 551-556 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 31, 38, 39, 44, 45, 450, 538-540,  761 

Condition  of 118 
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0.  W.  Blunt,  U,  8.  sehiK>ner— ContmueiJ.  vngv, 

MentiontHl 82,41,47-49, 

59,72,  77;  m,  im^  176,  179,  181, 190,  206.  219,  222,  281,  289, 349,  372, 387, 
395-397,  408,  419,448-451,  4&>,  4H0.  493,  512,  589,  590,  625,  664,  709,  755 

Onlen*  for  movemente _...-... 218, 374  i 

Qaillard,  Peter  0.     Report  of  killetl  and  wounded  on  IT.  S-  S.  Isaai*  Smith. . .      570 

Oal&gher^  Peter.     M<>otioried. , ...*..•« , . , 581 

Oale,  James.     Mentioned - 581 

Qalena,  U.  S.  8,     Mentioned 421 

GalMe,  John  B,     Mentioned  .. 633-638 

Galvm,  Beunis  H.     Mi^ntiontHl 570 

©amble,  William  M.     Report  of  asaietance  rendere*!  steamer  Trade  Wind  . .      376 
Oansevoort,  Quert« 
Correspondentt!  with 

Du  Pont,  8.  F _-_ 265 

Navy  Department,  U.  S , 192,250 

Mentii^^ned , 294,313,321 

Gardner*  Arthur  8, 

Corrt^piuidenrt^  with  S,  F.  Lhi  Pont , 72 

Repi^rt  < ►f  I'onilition  and  value  of  prize  schooner  Belle ft81 

Oarduer,  E.  W.     See  E,   \V.  Gardner ^  Srhjonrr. 

Garfield,  Walter  H.     Meulione<l - 151, 6*i5,  789,  806 

Qaribeddi,*  Schooner. 

Condition  of. ......... 261 

Muntione^K 64,78,80,108,109,244,345 

Gary,  John  H. 

Mentioned i 5-66 

Rep<>rt  of  eaptnre  of  IT.  R  H.  Isaac  Smith,  January  30,  IH63 569 

Qem  of  the  Sea,  U.  J:?.  l»ark. 

Captures  made  by , , 75, 

Condition  of 270 

Ment iane-I 92, 20(i,  21 3-21 5, 257,  259, 260, 272, 273,  mi,  433 

Operaliong  in  vicinity  of  Geor^etuw n,  S,  C 121-125, 192, 202, 203 

Onlcrw  for  movement*!  ..,,, - ., 115,343,344 

Gemsbok,  IT.  S.  tmrk, 

MentifintHl _........ ..._..  341,349,387 

Movements  of .,...,.... 323 

Onlerwformovementa.... 215,239,  286,  :«0, 415, 420,  421 

General  Clinch,  Steamer.     Mentic mwl 823 

General  Lee^  ConfedeniU-  trannpf n'L     Mentione<l .-.,..,..       769 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.     Mentione<l 64, 62 

(General  orders. 

Confederate -    405,638,677,815,822 

Union 130,424 

General  Ripley,  Steamer.     Mentioned ,       193 

Genesis  Point.     See  Fffrt  AfcAUii^terf  Ga, 

Georg-e  Washington,  Steamer     Mentione<l 402, 633 

Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Captiirc  of  Confederate  mail  between  Charleston  and,  November  4, 1862. 

Conm I nnioationH  fruin  !^.  F.  Du  Pont  . , , 432 

ReiK>rti<  oi 

Conroy,  Edwand 431 

DuPo'nt,  S.  F 430 

RuBsell,  Jame«  J ......,.,.      431  i 


•  Afterwftrdu  Rowetift. 
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Georgetown,  8.  C. — Continueil.  P^i^^ 

(yitentifsne  in  vicinity  ^if. 
Gooimonicatiane  from 

Im  Pont,  8,  F 436 

"Unionist" 338 

Orders  and  inrtniction?. 

Drayton,  P 119 

I>a  Pont,  8.  F 1 13, 115, 170, 203, 2^50, 270, 343, 344, 429,  eSft,  657, 782 

Reports  of 

Balch,  Geori^B 212-215,27J 

Baxter,  I.  B 192,193,202,337 

Beaomont,  J.  C 458 

Gregfjry,  Bamael  B 125 

Prentias,  Geoige  A 121-124 

Bee  aliio  Black  River,  Sf/fith  Carolina;  Queen  of  the  Ware,  Briii^  tieamer, 
capture  of,  et^*. ;  Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina;  Winyah  Bay,  South 
Carolina, 
Georgetown,  8.  C,  Kayor  of.     Correspondence  with 

Baxter,  I.  B 208 

Prentias,  G.  A 123 

Georgia. 

Page,  R.  I^,  appointed  to  command  Confederate  naval  forces  afloat,  dis- 
trict of 822 

Tattnall,  Josiah,  appointed  to  command  Confederate  naval  defenses  of  ...      806 
Georgia,  C.  S.  ironcla^l. 

Information  concerning 767-760, 775, 770, 777 

Mentioned 269,418,750,766,777,820 

Georgia  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions:  22,  636;  Company  F  (Emmett  Rifles),  634, 

708.     Light— Batteries:  Chatham,  6SS;  Martin's,  636. 
Cavalry — Companies:  Hardwick  Mounted  Rifles  (J.  L.  McAllister's  troop), 

a36. 
Infantry— Battalions:  Ist  Sharpshooters,  635,  636;  8th,  568.     Regiments: 
iHt  Volunteers,  Company  C  (Republican  Blues),  634,636. 
Georgiana,  British  steamer. 

Chasing  ashore  of,  March  19,  1863,  and  suhsequent  destruction 769-775 

Mentione<l 754 

Germain,  Ira  V.     Mentioned 364 

Gertrude,  Steamer.     Mentioned 754 

Gibbs,  Mr.     Mentioned 644 

Gibraltar,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 753 

Gibson,  William. 

Ap{K)inted  to  (y)mmand  in 

Ossabaw  Sound 488 

Stono  River 464 

Correspondence  with 

I)u  Pont,  S.  F 407,706 

(Jreen,  J.  F 522 

Mentioned 449, 457, 546, 547, 627, 629, 632, 697, 704,  706,  712,  718,  719, 723, 725 

Reports  of. 

Charh»Hton,  S.  C     Blockade  of 450 


*  Late  C.  8.  8.  Sumter. 


0ibtoii,  William — Continued.  Pige. 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Mc^Allieter,  Ga.     Engagement  with  Federal  veaaela 

Janimry  27,  1863 ..-. . 629 

February  1,  1863 ...., ,,..,. 629 

little  Ogeec'hee  Rive r^  Georgia.     Operations  in.-.---* 607 

Giddinge,  Jolm  E.     Mentioned.-.-. ,,*..,. - 484,495 

aiet»  J'ohaK.     Mentioned. 389 

Gillespie,  Jacob*     Mentioned , 521 

Gillespie  f  WiUiam  T. 
CorresiKindence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 233 

Navy  Department,  U,  S 69 

Meiitione<t . , * , . , .,. -. ..,* 146 

Reports  of. 

Chance,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  28,  1862 151 

Defiance,  Bchooner.     Capture  of,  Septemlier  7.  1862 316 

Gillie f  James  H. 

CorresfM^ndence  with 

Brayton,  F 108,104,119 

Du  Pont,  8.  F.. - 243 

Mentioned... 54,268.348,379 

Refjort  of  cooperation  of  gunboats  with  army  in  Stono  River,  South  Caro- 
lina, June  14-16, 1862 ... 1 107 

Giraffe^  Steamer.     Mentioned - 573 

Gist,  S.  B. 

Mentioned.... 808 

Report  of  engagement  between  U.  8.  S.  Unadilla  and  Confederate  States 

floating  battery  in  Stono  River,  Sonth  Carolina,  May  25,  1862..        37 

Given,  James.     Mentioned  .._... 570 

Gladden,  G.  O.     Mentione-l 618,619 

Gladding,  William  H.     Mentioned.. 354 

Gladiator,  Steamer.     Mentioned 226, 283, 285, 296, 318»  332 

Gl^ag-ow,  Scotland,  "D".  8.  consul  at.     Men tioned ._....        81 

Glaasell,  William  T. 

Mentioned.......... . 622,623 

Report  of  attack  upcm  Fe<lerai  blockading  ^uadron  off  Charleffton,  8,  C, 

by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  31 ,  1863 620 

01ide»*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  23,  1863 682-^7 

Mentioned 711,  748 

Gloire,  H.  L  M,  S.     Mentioned 422 

Godfrey,  Jolm  W.     Mentioned ,._. 187,195,205,317,323,544 

Godon,  Sylvanus  W. 
Appointed  to 

Command  off  Charleston,  S.  C ._.,....,......,.  306,452 

Temporary  command  of  SonUi  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 348,349 

Aeks  for  supply  of  coal  at  Feraandina,  Fla 373 

Circular  orders  to  offioers ■commanding  vessels  off  Charleston,  S,  C 328,  i^29 

Correspondence  with 

Braunan,  John  M 362 

Conroy,  E. , 411 

•  Known  also  m  the  Pembmke. 
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Oodon,  Sylvanos  W.— Continoed.  Pa^e. 

Correspondence  with 

Da  Pont,  S.  F 70,92,14^,341,343,464,534,634 

Fndley,  J.  M 496 

Goldsborough,  J.  R 144 

Green,  J.  F 350,374,385,394 

Mitehel,  O.  M 399 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 251 

Nicholaon,  S 352 

Taylor,  W.  K 589-591 

Wliiting,  William  D 525 

Woodhnll,  M 398,406 

Detached  from  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 746 

Mentioned 10,110,304,321,322,334,337,340, 

348,  349, 351, 352,,374, 375, 379, 380, 387,  400, 410,  453, 462, 473, 478, 481, 
483,  487,  496,  504,  505,  517,  534,  578, 604, 623, 660, 668, 715, 757, 796, 797 

Relieved  of  command  in  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia 110,  111 

Reports  of. 

Agnes,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  September  25,  1862 346 

Annie  Dees,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  November  20, 1862 457 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 

ironclads,  January  31,  1863 599,601  • 

Blockade  of 418 

Movements  of  foreign  men-of-war  off 479 

Ellen,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 377 

Elmira  Cornelius  and  David  Crockett,  Schooners.    Capture  of 381 

Eti wan.  Schooner.    Capture  of,  January  21 ,  1863 524, 525 

Harbor  Creek,  South  Carolina.     Destruction  of  salt  works  on,.  Decem- 
ber 9-10, 1862 473 

Mercury,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  4,  1863 497 

Milan,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Arrival  of,  off  Charleston 472 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Arrival  and  departure  of  vessels 375, 387, 39^ 

St.  John's  River,  Florida.    Operations  in 357, 361 

St.  Simon's  and  St.  Catherine's  sounds.    Operations  in,  May  20-30, 

1862 19 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Greorgia.    Operations  in 142-145, 372 

Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia.    Capture  of  Confederate  pilot  in 354 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    Disposition  of  vessels 387 

Tropic,  Steamer.     Destruction  of,  January  18,  1863 517 

Golden,  Hugh.     Mentioned 583 

Goldsborough,  John  B. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,S.  F 169,208,244,248 

Watmough,  P.  G 161,196 

Mentioned  . .  57, 89,  111,  142, 143, 160, 186, 205, 219, 221, 233, 234, 243, 248, 268, 282 

Relieveil  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 278 

Reports  of. 

Nashville,  Steamer.     Movements  of 217 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia.    Operations  in 159, 195, 251 

Tariff  of  prices  of  articles  purchased  of  negroes  on  St.  Simon's  Island, 

Georgia 159 

Transfer  of,  from  Warsaw  Sound  to  St  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia 110,  111 

Oonzales,  Aznbrosio  Jos^.    Mentioned 808,815 
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Page 

Goodwin,  Mr.     Mentioneil .  , . . - 509 

Goodwiiit  William  Wallace. 

Mentioned,  „.. ----- 33 

Report  of  rapture  of  British  Btenmer  Stettin,  May  24,  1862-. —  .. 36 

Gordon,  Steamer.     Mentionetl ...., .-. 31 

Gotwald,  Jacob  H.     MentioDt?<l 578.582,683 

Gould,  Kendy.     Mentioned 583 

Gourdiiif  Hobert  H.     Mentioned , .-,......-       139 

Govar»  Frederick  J.     Report  of  condition  of  U,  S,  S,  Mercedita -.*.-       596 

GoTemor,  Tug.     Mentioned  .._.._ -- - 787 

Governor  Burton,  ."^i^hooner.     Mentioned ., 429 

Governor  Milton,  Steaiiier. 

Capturt^  r>f,  October  7,  1862 ....__..  358,361,364,366,370-372 

^lentionetl ,,. - - - 441 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida. _** -----  396,406 

Orders  for  movements ... . . *,,  —  * .-- 397 

Grace,  Mr,     CorrespoivdeiJC!^  with  M.  Woodhull ---.-.**rf.*      433 

Graddock,  tTack.     Mentioned _ ,,       43^ 

Graves,  Henry.     Mentionetl _-^ 565,670 

Graw,  William  A.     Mentioned .- *._-.      682 

Gray,  John.     Mentione<i ., 634 

Gray,  Samuel  C*     Mentioned ^».^ -- 441 

Great  EaBtern,  Steamer.     Mentioned .,....- 225 

Great  Og-eecliee  River,  Geor^a.     See  Ogeethee  River ^  Grfoi, 

Green,  Jolin,     Meritioned  ..... 570 

Green,  Joaeph  F. 

Circwliir  orders  to  offii^irs  eouunanding  ve^aele  off  Charleston,  8.  C 393,394 

0)rres|Hindenoe  with 

Baker,  J-.-....... -..       386 

Beers,  Jamei*  R.. - 374 

DuPont,  «.  F _-.-,,,,.. 293.321,463.514,531,612 

Gibson,  William ,.... , 522 

Gixhm,  !^.  W. 374 

Mnllany,  J.  R.  M ....      386 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 ,- - 192 

Nicholi^m,  S ..,  351,362.374 

Upflhiir,  J.  H  ,, 396 

Worden,  J.  L..... 536 

Mentioned 352. 353, 381, 407, 409. 419. 436, 531, 544, 613, 626,  757,  769, 760 

Reports  of. 

Canandaigua,  U,  8.  S.     Movements  of 267 

Charleston,  8.  C.     Bicnkade  of 396 

David  Crockett,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  13,  1862 -      385 

Q^orgiana,  British  steamer.     Articles  taken  from  wreck  of 771 

Oseabaw  HouniL     Operation.s  in 514 

Racer,  H.  B,  !^I.  S.     Movements  of.  off  Charleston.  S.  C  , , 394 

Sttllivans  Ii«land,  South  C-arolina.     Attack  upon  fortiHcationa  on,  by 

U.  S.  8,  Marblehead,  Septemtier  W,  1862 350 

Sulli vans  Island ,  South  Carolina.     Confederate  operations  on 434 

Green,  MicbaeL     Mentioned 455 

Greene,  Oharlee  H.     Mentioned... 236,238 

Greenet  Georg-e  M.     Mentioned 546,701,704 

Greer,  William  F.     Mentionetl.. 564,571 
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Greg^,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 667 

Gregory,  Francis  H.     Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 537 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.: 489,804 

Robie,  E.  D 519 

Gregory,  Hugh  M. 

Mentioned 198,236 

Senior  officer  in  St.  John's  River 223 

Gregory,  Samuel  B. 

Mentioned 92,123,193,202,208,209,212,213 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Volante,  July  2, 1862 125 

Gregory,  Weston.     Mentioned 591 

Grimball,  Paul.     Mentioned 32,37,53,505 

Grimball,  Thomas.    Mentioned 37,53,100,509,527,563,567,569 

Grimes,  James  W.    Mentioned 173,255 

Griswold,  Willicun  N. 

Mentioned 382,410,412,414 

Reports  of. 

Anglia,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  27, 1862 413 

Elmira  CJomelius,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  1 1,  1862 383 

Gross,  Daniel  8.     Mentioned 683 

Guiding  Star,  Bark.    Mentioned 504 

Gunnell,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 210 

Gunter,  Mansel.     Mentioned 567 

Habersham,  Confederate  transport.     Mentioned 769 

Hacksley, .    Mentioned 552 

Haffards,  WiUiaxn.    Mentioned 44,52,66,102,170,482,515 

Hague,  J.  D.     Mentioned 613 

Hale,  B.  B.     See  E.  B.  Hole,  U.  S.  S, 

Hale,  John  P.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 8 

Hale,  Ellas  W.     Mentioned 748 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  consul  at.     Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 315,320,395,507 

State  Department,  U.  S 763 

Hall,  Scott  W.    Mentioned 570 

Hallett,  Daniel  B.     Mentioned 526-^28,565 

Halpine,  Charles  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Barton,  William  B 750 

DuPont,  S.  F 751 

Mentioned 692 

Hamilton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 77 

Hamilton,  William  P.     Mentioned 619 

Hamner,  William  H.     Mentioned 402 

Hanna,  John  Holmes.     Mentioned 66 

Hane,  W.  C.     Correspondence  with  O.  M.  Dantzler 825 

Harbor  Creek,  South  Carolina.     Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  December 
9-10,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  Restless 476 

Communications  from  8.  F.  Du  Pont 475 

Reports  of 

Browne,  W.  R 474 

Godon,  8.W 47S 
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Page. 

Harding-^  George.     Mentioned . , 673 

HarleBtoiit  Francis  H,     Mentioned _ 567 

Harllee /William  W.     Mentioned  -..., 817,818 

Market  Finckney ,  Steamer.     Mentioned 283, 284, 296, 318, 483 

iHarrmgtoa,  Qoorg^e,     Mentioned ....      608 

Karringtoii,  Walter.     Mentioned .*.*. ..-..      380 

Hanie,  Arnold  Q. 

Correfipondenre  with  John  Rodgero ---.-..-—.- *      600 

Mentioned. _. 497-501 

HarrlB,  Dr.     Mentioned _..._      470 

Harrie,  David  B. 

Mentioiieil....... .-......*      813 

Report  of  engagement  between  Fort  McAllister,  Ga,,  and  Federal  vesselB, 

March  3,  1863.. „ 729 

Harria,  Jolm  (Acting  Second  AeeiBtant  Engineer).     Mentioned ..  177,179,414 

Harris,  John  (Seaman )-     Mentioned 57ll 

Harris,  Ira,     Correspondence  with 

Boflworth,  J.  S ..._........,..... 781 

Navy  Department,  U,  8... *.., 781 

Harris,  Tlionias  A. 

Correapondence  with  P.  Drayton 210 

Mentioned 171 

Harris,  William,     Mentioned ....,.*...,... 665,570^571 

Harrison,  George  F*     Mentioned.-, **., , ,      406 

Hart,  C.     Mentioned 364 

Hart,  J.  D.     Mentioned 447 

Hartley,  John.     Mentioned 570 

Hartridge,  Alfred  L.     Mentioned ...,, 685 

Hartstene,  Henry  J,     Mentioned 618 

Harwood,  Andrew  A.     Correspondence  with  8.  F.  Du  Pont 44, 45, 84, 94, 174 

Haskell,  Charles  T.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Trapier ,. , 775 

Reports  of. 

Buirs  Island,  South  Carolina.     Expedition  to,  January  31,  1863. 675 

Georgiana,    British    steamer.     Cliasing    ashore  anti  des^triiction  of» 

March  19,  1863., ,........._ 775 

Hately,  John  C.     C^rret?pondence  with  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson 147. 148 

Hatfield,  To wnsend  I- *     Mentioned  .,, 402 

Hawea,  SamueL     Mentioned , 317 

Hawkins,  Charles  E.     Mentioned , 96i  185 

Hawley,  Joseph  K.     Mentioned... ,..,,. ,.- ^ 709 

Hayne,  Theo.  B.     Mentioned 1 569 

HayB,  Bicliard.     Mentioned! .,.. 668 

Hayward,  George  W,     Mentioned 162,236 

Hazard,  Samuel  F* 

Corret*tM>iHlence  with  Charles  Steedman 270 

Mentioned.... 182,248,268,287.288 

Henderson,  James  B.     Mentioneti, 486 

Hendriek  Hudson,  U.  H.  S. 

Cate,  David,  apjMjinted  to  command 484 

Mentioned, .....  495,496^ 

Henry  Andrew*  U.  8.  8. 

Captures  made  by _ SCI  I 

Mentioned 14, 16, 24, 26, 64, 68,  76, 83. 100, 114, 1 16-1 18,  I3aw^WV,*lS5feHriXSu 
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Henry,  Andrew,  V,  K  S,— Continued. 

Operiitiunft  in 

Santee  Rivt>r ...-.-..«.-. ,,,. ,      JS) 

Vicinity  of  Georgetown,  8.  C, , -.-.. .. ..^ 121-155 

Orriera  for  movements , 65,^,  ll^SO 

Henry,  Cliarles.     Mentioned , ..,      7f| 

Henry,  Edmund  W. 

Corrt*eix>ndence  with 

DuPont,  a  F  ,,. .._.,     m 

Marchand,  J.  B .,. 235,231 

Ment  icmeil ,..,.. SI* 

Henry  B.  Bames>  St-hooner.     Mentioneii  . ,. 250, 51? 

Heppard,  Mr.     Mentioned ^ ^j 

Herald,  Steamer.     Mentioned ...,. ..,    282,  28S,  291,  +47 

Hernandez,  Mr.     Mentioned! __. ,,..... ^ 

Hero,  Bark.     Mentione<l ._._. 4S& 

Hero,  St4?iLnier,     Mentiane*i 134,281^447 

Herrick,  Patrick,     Mentioned ggg 

Hewbank,  Adam.     Mentioned ...^ . .-.. 447 

Hewett,  WUliamN.  W.     Meotioneil ai 

Higgins,  W.  H.     Mentioned ^,,.      990 

Higg'inson^  Francis  J.     Mentioned ...** |0| 

Higginaon,  Tbomaa  Wentworth.     Mentioned, 73S,  739  746,T77 

High,  Francis,     Mentinned figj 

Hill,  George  H.     MeDtioiie<l  .. |0i 

Hill,  John  A.     Mentioned 256,  258, 260, 27? 

Hills,  Frederick  C*     Menti^nied  _  _ ._.._. 6dl,  5<i4,  565,  .>7i>»  571 

Hilton,  Mr.     Mentioiie<l , . .. 29, 3^ 

Hines,  Btcbard  B.     Mentioned 4^ 

Hoffinan,  Samuel.     Mentioned 565, 570» ^7t 

Holmes,  H.     Mentione<l --^... h70 

Holmes,  Jokn.     Mentioned, ..,...,....,,,, .*^ , ,. 5CS 

Honduras,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned ,.... .         ]5 

Hoosey,  James.     Mentioned _ -.^..      683 

Hope, .     Mentioned. ,._,. _..„., . 144,fM0,e4l 

Hope^  U.  S.  schooner. 

Capttires  made  by....* ^ 540-542 

Mentioneii.... „....-  43,113,117,123,132,176,206,241,27* 

303,  316,  349,  420,  452,  466,  481,  494,  497,  512,625, 644, 6»4,  7m,  756,  7W 

Movements  of .,..*_.........*.*...... ...^ ,. ....         70 

Orders  for  movements 11^  IH.  LH7,  2lM 

Hopkins,  James  N.     Mentioned , ,       24a 

Hopkins,  William  Rogers.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department^  U.  8.       T9S 

Hopley ,  0eorge  dk  Co.     Mentioned jog 

Homsby,  Alfred,     Mentioned...... ...,,, * 288 

Horsfall,  Mr.     Mentioned _ 331 

Housa tonic,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  by  Confe<lerate  ironclads.     See  CharM4Mt  S,  C,  attaek  upon^ 
Federal  blockaditiff  gfptadron  off^  %  Confederate  irmicUid*^  January 

SI,  ims. 

Captnrea  made  by _. 551-^556 

Firing  upon  U,  S.  S*  Ottawa  by 525, 53^i 

MenUoned 254. 565, 269. 2«1 .  287,  JHl, 

349,  :^7,  419,  449-451,  457,  466,  4S0,  493,  512, 5:^i,  538.  541, 542, 578. 
587-689,  692, 593.  596^-*^^.  666,  mi,  610,  62.^,  664,  709,  714,  765.  750,  ] 
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Houaatonic,  U.  S.  S. — Gontlrmt*<L  I'm^e. 

Movements  of .,..-....  _ , . * 345 

CJnler>*  f<  »r  tiioveiuent» ._   IRl*  15*2, 30:i,  478,  713 

HouBton  (or  HuBton),  Captain.     Mentioned 64 

Houstoii,  Jolui,     Mentiuneil 40 

Howell,  Jolm  H«     Menlioneil ..,,...  747, 748 

Howling',  A*     Mt*ntiomHi »...      797 

Hoxley,  Thomaa.     Mentioned .,..,..... , ^  Wi2, 554 

Hudfion*  Hendrick,     8ee  Hendriek  Hndmn,  V.  S*  S. 

Hudson,  JolmM.     Mentioned.. 1M9,3I0 

Hu^er,  Bexgamm.     Meationed - 139 

Hughes,  Aaron  E. 

ApiMihitt^i  tu  lommand  hi  North  Ediato  River _ lti9,  231 

C't  ( rrefcipi* jnden  ue  with 

DiiPont,  a  F.. 219,443,700 

Navy  Department,  U,  8. 125 

Mentioned. 218,263,473 

RefKirt  of  Expedition  to  St.  Marj'Si  Gr«.,  November  9,  1802  ...........  442. 445 

Hughes,  EH.     >Ienlioned . 687 

HugtiealHj  Neptujie.     Mentioned 402 

Huguenin,  SamueL     Mentionetl ...*,,  402 

Hull,  Gonunodore.     See  ComfrnMiore  HuU^  11  S,  S, 
Hunter,  David. 

Corre«fpondenee  with 

DuPont,  8.  F 27,67.68.129,130,156, 

168,  194,  231,  263,  264,  271,  277,  297,  312,  587, 642,646,  658,  738,  750,  776 

Kinzie,  A.  M 775 

Kodgere,  C.  R  P ., , |J92 

Steednuui,  C ,.... 786 

War  r>epartment,  U.  S 85 

General  < >nler ..-..-       130 

Menticined 12,25,54,58,76,95,102, 

103,  112,  129,  130,  158,  166,  203,  229,  2114, 404, 503,  6:*4, 692,  T'W.  .H04,H06 

Spe<'iiil  ortler  exempting  certain  negroes  from  drafting 751 

Hunter,  Mr«.  Bavid.     Mentioned .,.....- - 72 

Huntress,*  C  8.  S. 
Dozier,  W.  G. 

Appointed  to  command 807 

Relieved  of  command , , ,      813 

Mentioned ...  291,516,517 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .- 317,347 

Movements  of . - 117 

Hurley,  John.     Mentioned .......      570 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  ojatie  by ...  38-42.80,2:^-236 

Condition  nf  _, .....  375,387 

Mentioned 6,32,36,50,59,87, 

158,  173,  206,  212,  219,  241,  269, 281,  289, 324,  349,  374, 379,  S88, 409,  433, 
465,  480,  493,  512,  601,  625,  650,  658,  664, 665,  709,  752,  755,  761, 770,  772 

Movements  of 453 

Opftrations  in  Stcino  River _ ...  51-68 

•  AfUsrwftrdii  Tpopff. 
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Huron,  U.  8.  6.--CQntiiiaed.  F^e. 

Orden  for  movements 7, 28, 215, 337, 424, 435, 43S,  828, 6S9, 649, 659, 763 

RecomioiaBance  in  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia,  and  engagement  with  F<Mrt 

McAllister,  Jnly  29,  1882 221 

Hnae,  SamoeL     Mentioned 118,718 

Hnaton,  George.     Mentioned 64,88,84,91,147,167 

Hutchinaon'a  laland.  South  Carolina. 

Attack  upon,  by  ConfederatSB,  Jmie  13,  1862.     BeportB  of 

Da  Pont,  8.  F 95 

Troxtun,  W.  T 96 

Reoonnoiflsance  of. 

Orders  and  instractions.    8.  F.  Da  Pont 192 

Reportof  W.  T.  Traxton 185 

Hutaon,  Andrew.     Mentioned 19 

Hutaon,  B.  0.     Mentioned 19 

Ida,  Confederate  transport.     Mentioned 769,776 

TwH<A«  Chief,  C.  S.  receiving  ship. 

Dozier,  W.  G.,  appointed  to  command 813 

Mentioned 807 

Indianola,  U.  8.  8.     Mentioned 745 

Ingleaby,  Charlea.     Mentioned 567 

Ingraham,  Duncan  V. 
Correspondence  with 

Beaaregard,  G.  T 616,813,814 

Dozier,  W.  G 807,813 

Tucker,  J.  R 619 

Mentioned 254, 423, 599, 606, 609, 610, 616, 617, 619, 620, 807-«)9 

Minatesof  conference  between  G.  T.  Beauregard  and 808 

Proclamation  declaring  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  8.  C. ,  raised 617 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  8.  C, 

by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  31,  1863 617 

Ingraham,  John  H.     Relieved  of  command  of -receiving  ship  Indian  Chief  .       813 
Ino,  U.  8.  ship. 

Captures  made  by 279 

Mentioned 1 319,334,335,433 

Movements  of 296, 317 

Orders  for  movements 232 

Ireton,  George  A.     Mentioned 582 

Irwin,  John. 

Appraisement  of  prize  steamer  Governor  Milton 372 

Mentioned 81 

laaaca,  John  8.     Mentioned 486 

laaac  Smith,  U.  8.  8. 

Capture  of,  January  30,  1863. 
Coininunications  from 

Conover,  F.  8 ^ 561 

Jordan,  Thomas 661, 562 

Ripley,  R.  8 818 

Lists  of 

Killed  and  wounded 564,570 

Prisoners 560 

Reports  of 

Bacon,  George 558, 659, 560 

Beau  regard ,  G .  T 566 

Brown,  J.  Welshman 568 
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Isaac  Smit^,  U.  S.  ^. — Continued.  ^^^^^  p^ge. 

Capture  of»  January  30,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Cbnover,F.S 563^-566 

D«  Pont, S,F.. ,...,.„.*, 556,559 

Gaillard,P.C..,,,.„ 570 

Gary,John  H 660 

Lee,  8.  P., .--. 563 

Biplej,RS .... - 566 

Ttimer,T 561 

Yates*  Joeepb  A . . 567 

Condition  of  _.,.__,,,_ „.. , .,..  242,247 

Mentione^l^..... 65,91,198,206,236,265,379,419, 

451,  462, 465,  466, 480, 494,  509,  512,  526,  527,  588,  591,  632,  665,  751,  799 

Movements  of _. .. 250,  387 

Operatioofl  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 106-110, 147, 148, 163, 220 

Ordera  for  movements  ,,..,,......,,.,_., ......      242 

Rei'oanoissaiit^  in  Folly  River,  South  Carolina,  OctolK*r  30, 1862 425,  426 

Isabel,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 176 

laondiga,  0. 8. 8.     Information  concerning 767-769 

J.  J.  Spencer,  Sciiooner     Mentioneti .,.,... 683 

J,  S.  Warring,*  C^:>al  echoout^r-     Mentioned  . ,  * .*...,,,,.....       124 

jBrCkson, .     Mentioned _ 521 

Jackson,  Andrew.     Mentioned , ,       524 

Jackson,  John  H.      Report  of  movements  of  Confederates  on   Hnckney 

Island,  South  Carolina ,      S571 

Jackson,  I*.  A*     Mentioned  _ *,*.* , ^.»        W 

Jackson,  Mortimer  IC.     For  correepondenee,  see  Halifajt^  Nova  ScoUaf  U,  8^ 
cmifful  isi, 

Jackson,  Tliomas  J.     Mentioned , __        86 

JacksonTille,  Fla. 

Evacuation  and  burning  of,  by  U.  S.  Army  forces,  Mareh  29, 1863*     Report 

of  J.  M,  Duncan... ..... . 7M 

Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  Army  forces,  Mait^h  10,  1863.     Report  of  J.  M. 

Duncan... .      745 

James  Adi^^r,  U.  8,  S. 

Baldwin,  A,  8.,appointe<J  t^>  command 295 

Blockade  of  Charleston, 8.0. . 175 

Captures  rmide  by 45-49, 58-60 

Chase  of  bkxikade  runners ._ 135 

Examination  of  British  s^hip  Loi^hin var 174 

MenttontNl. ,  6,  7, 13,  26,  30,  32,  36,  40, 41,  44,  51,  53, 57,  72,  73, 77, 82, 85,  86, 89, 113, 
116-120, 131,  132, 134,  138, 140,  146, 149,  150,  155,  157,  162,  168,  16»,  177, 
186,  206,  210,  216,  218,  222-224,  231,  234,  235,  239-241,  268,  269,  271,  335, 
504, 518, 5a^,  544, 547, 578, 624, 625,  627,  664,  706,  709,  756,  761,  804,  806 

Movement*  of ....- , 50 

Operationein  Stono  River , ,. 15-19 

Order  for  niovenienta 207, 531, 560, 796 

JameSf  J.  H.     Correspondejiee  with  Navy  Department,  U*8 , , 646 

James    Island,  South    Oarolina.     Evaenation  of,  by  U.  8.  Army  foroeo. 
EeporiJ  of 

Drayton,  P -^^ 158,161)1 

DtiPont,8.F..---, , Ifl 


•  Probably  8.  J.  Wftff  nff. 
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J'eff.  IHEvis,  C.  S.  privateer.     Mentioned 290 

Jeffers,  William  K.     Mentioned 726 

Jefferson,  E.  M.     Mentioned 492 

Jenkins,  Mr.     Mentioned 185 

Jenkins,  Daniel.     Mentioned 751 

Jenkins,  William.     Mentioned 402 

Jewett,  Jedediah.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 315 

John  Adams,  IT. 8.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 476,794 

John  Price,  Schooner.     Mentioned 492,493,501 

John  Thompson,  Sloop.     Capture  of, September  2, 1862 302,303 

John  Welsh,  jr. ,  Brig.     Mentioned 780 

John's  Island,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoiasance  of.    Report  of  George  B. 

Balch 713,758 

Johns,  Mr.     Mentioned 417,418 

Johnson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 31 

Johnson,  Pilot.    Mentioned 516, 517 

Johnson,  A.     Mentioned 619 

Johnson,  Boyd  A.     Mentionetl 31 

Johnson,  George.     Mentioned 568 

Johnson,  J.  V.     Mentioned 769 

Johnson,  James.    Mentioned 40 

Johnson,  John  C.     Mentioned 619 

Johnson,  Joseph  S.     Mentioned 177, 178,414 

Johnson,  Miller  H.     Mentioned 383 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.     Mentioned 401,543 

Johnson,  W.  H.     Mentioned 570 

Johnson,  William.     Mentioned 565,571 

Joinville,  Prince  de.     Mentioned 255 

Jones,  Benjamin  P.     Mentioned 279 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  B.     Correspondence  with  H.  B.  Littiepage 819 

Jones,  E:  S.     Mentioneii 340 

Jones,  J.  S.     Mentioned 18 

Jones,  John  Pembroke.     Mentioned 232, 672 

Jones,  Paul.     See  Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Thomas.     Mentioned 412 

Jordan,  Colonel.     Mentioned 214 

Jordan,  Marshall  P.     Mentioned 619 

Jordan,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with 

Bryan,  Henry 634 

Conover,F.S 561,562 

Harris,  D.B 729 

Orr,  James  L 825 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 825 

Ripley,  R.S 1 566,678 

Turner,  Thomas 562,676-678 

Mentioned 405,617,621,622,638,675,676,808,815 

Judah, .     Correspondence  with  Alfred  Judah 643 

Judah,  Alfred.     Correspondence  with  — -. —  Judah .J...       643 

Julia,  Schooner.     Mentioned 124 

Julia  Usher,  Steamer.    Mentioned 81 

Justice,  Francis.     Mentioned 687 

Justitia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 483 
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Kane,  Pierre  C.     Mentioned ..- --- B5 

Karnak,  St^^amer     MentiontHl . . 402 

Kate/  Britii^b  Hchooiier     Capture  of,  December  27. 1862 492 

Kate,  Steamer.     Mentioiieci 3S,  30,  211, 286,  21)0, 297, 298 

KatKenberg'er,  John.     Mentioned 304 

Keitt,  Lawrence  M.     Mentioned .*.._ , 82 

Kelleyr Thomaft,     Mentioned  ....* -.*.* .**       583 

Kelljf,  Hugh.     Mentioned, 364 

Kelly,  John.     Mentioned ..,.,,, - - 83 

Kelfiey,  A  Warren. 

JIentione<i ....-.....__.... , 756, 774 

RefMtrt  of  chafing  ashore  of  British  gteamer  Georgiaiia,  Mandi  19, 1863...      775 

Kennard,  Joel  S>     Mentioned 769 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned... 712,729,736,737,766,788,804 

Ordere  for  movements 690,601,802 

Pa«ft[i{t?e  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C 787 

Keystone  State,  U.  8.  8. 

Atttiiik  upon,  by  Confederate  ironclads.  8ee  Ch^srkstfm^  S.  C\  Attack  upon 
Federal  Mockadiii^  sguadroti  off,  by  QmfederaU  irondadst  January 
SI,  186S, 

Capturt^s  miule  by. 58-60,65-67,120,121,273,274 

Chtttie  of  blockade  runners ._ -... ................       136 

Mentioned....,,,.- 6,7,21,24,25,27,46,47,51,53,61-63, 

70,  72,  73, 113, 117, 118, 132, 134, 138, 142,  157, 198, 199,  206,  229,  281, 418, 
419,  449,  451,  465,  480,  493,  512,  .541 ,  542,  577, 578, 580-M3, 585-593,  597, 
598,  601,  606,  609,  612,  619,  620,  622,  623, 625,  656, 664,  709,  715,  756,  768 

Movements  of... .  349,353 

Orders  for  movejuent* 145,  247,  282,  303,  :^50, 377, 408,  673 

Key  West,  Tla.     Yellow  fever  at 263,264 

Kiersted^  Charles  D.     Mentioned - - 177 

King,  J.  Gadsden.     .Mentioned ..,..„„....,...... 674,678 

King,  James  W,     Mentioned. 92, 63, 485 

King,  John  F.     Mentioned 791 

King,  T*  Butler.     Mentionetl 144,261 

King,  William.     Mentioned .,......, 447 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  l*ark. 

Mentioned 494,512,625,864,709,766 

Movements  of ,,, ,.,,.,,., 484 

Cnler«  for  movements , 445 

Kinzie,  Arthur  Iff.     Report  of  defeneee  of  Savannah,  Ga 775 

Kirby,  Nicholas.     Correspondents  with 

Du  Pont,  8.  F „,.,.,.,       416 

Steetlman,  C. 642 

Kittredge,  John  W.     Correspondence  with 

nu  Pont,S.  F _ 664 

Hteedman,  C  ._.,....... , ..,.__. 672,696,793 

Klingender,  Melcher  Q.     Mentioned 332,754 

Knapp,  Shepherd.     See  Siitpherd  Kmipp,  II  S.  ithip. 

Konk,  B^uben  A,     Mentioned , - 583 

Krenson,  Mr.     Mentioned.... , 418 

L.  U.  Syk©»i Steamer.     Mentioned. - .- 253 


♦  fbfmcrly  Elliiibotli  Bu«ell. 
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LaBruce,  John.     Mentioned 203 

Lachicotte,  P.  B.     Mentioned 687,689 

LaCriolla,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  May  29,  1862 60-^ 

Ladle's  Giinboat.     Mentioned 240,418 

Lady  Davis,  Steamer.    Mentioned 447 

Lafone,  Henzy.     Mentioned 754 

Lahey,  William.     Mentioned ;.      486 

Laird,  Messrs.    Mentioned 331 

Lake,  Felix,    Mentioned 568 

La Manche,  French  bark.    Seiznreof 279 

Lamar,  Thomas  G.    Mentioned 394 

Lamberton,  William.    Mentioned 457 

Lanien  (or  Lanier),  Captain.    Mentioned 308,309 

Lanier,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 7,68 

Watmough,  P.  G 161 

Mentioned 73,89,120,141 

Reports  of. 

Catalina,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 121 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Defenses  of 141 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 451 

Mentioned 135,242,320 

Latham,  William  H.     Mentioned 414 

Lathrop,  Master.    Correspondence  with  M.  Woodhull 397 

Latimer,  William  K.    Mentioned 269 

Laurie,  Fannie.     See  Fannie  Laurie^  Bark. 
Law,  Kichard  L. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 65,70 

Mentioned 24,26,81,90 

Lawrence,  Brig.    Mentioned 269 

Lawrence,  E.,  &  Co.    Mentioned 753 

Lawson,  Master.    Mentioned 552,553 

Lawson,  T.     Mentioned -. 753 

Lay,  George  W.     Mentioned 808 

Lea,  Pilot.    Mentioned 226 

Le  Cardinal,  Jean  A.  M.    Mentioned 119,132,223 

Lechler,  Ambrose  A.     Statement  regarding  alleged  raising  of  blockade  of 

Charleston,  S.  C 609 

Lee,  Caleb  E.     Mentioned 259,272 

Lee,  Francis  D. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 824 

Mentioned 808,811-^14 

Lee,  General.     See  Oeneral  Lee^  ConfederaU  transport, 

Lee,  BobertE.     Mentioned 197 

Lee,  Samuel  Philips. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 504 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 451 

Turner,  Thomas 503 

Mentioned 354,498,500,533,666,735 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  January  30,  1863 563 
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I«ee,  T.  B.     Mentioned 125 

I#eed9,  En^landf  n.  B>  canBiil  at.     Mentioned 236,237 

Lelaj",  Itobert  G.     Mentioned 1 63  J !>8 

Lenthall,  John.     Correspondem-e  with  8,  F.  Du  Pont. ..,.._ 10, 63,  224, 2fiO 

Leopard,  St^aoier.     Mentioned 81.286,304,447,672 

Le  Boy,  William  E. 
Corre«iM>ntlence  with 

Du  Pont,  8.  F. 145,229,247,282,a(M!,aW,40a,fil2,673 

Navy  Yardt  Phila<lelphia,  Commandant  of 877 

Mention^ 6,  7,  61,  62,  73,  120,  134,  13S,  141, 273,  541,  542, 577, 578, 583, 5S6, 598 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Attack  nixjn  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  Confederate  iron- 

dadH,  January  31,  1863 581,612 

Escape  of  hk»t*kade  rnnnera  off _ 136 

Cora,  British  schooner.     Capture  of»  May  31,  1862...... 65-67 

Eli!5al>eth,  British  eteamer.     Capture  of,  May  29,  1862 5S 

Fanny,  British  si^hooner.     Capture  of,  Augnet  22,  1862 ..-..-.       274 

8arah,  Britij*h  Bchooner,     Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 120 

Iiewia,  James*     MenliontHl 564, 671 

Libfey,  Captain.     Mentioned 40$ 

liig-ht-Hou&e  Greek,  South  Carolina.     O iterations  in.     See  (S5tano  Rwer, 
jK  il     OMifUTftlum  of  tjtinhmU  wHh  aruiy  iUj  etc. 

Lightning,  Si^hooner      (Capture  of,  March  9,  18<J3 743-745 

Iiilla,  Brig.     Mentioned .._.-- .-        81 

lancoln,  Abraham.     See  Preifidmi  II  S. 

Lindaay ,  James  P.     Mentioned 306 

liiquor  traffic , 3 

lattig^,  ITicholaa  B-     Report  of  tx)ndition  of  U.  S»  S.  Weehawken 652 

liittlepag'e,  H.  Beverly.     ( VirresjKmilence  with  Catesihy  ap  R.  Jonee 819 

Xiivermore^  Edward.     Mentiouff! 582 

Xiiverpool,  U*  B,  consul  at. 

CorrespoiKlfuce  with  State  Ftepartraent,  U.  8 331 ,  515 

Mentionetl _ 81.237,283 

XiivingBton,  Mr.     Mentioneil .....••••»^^,*^. 220 

I^loyds,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 239,291,304 

Loader,  William  P.     Mentioned  - - 565, 570. 571 

Lochinvar,  British  nhip.     Examination  of 174 

l*ockwood,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned... 176 

Lodona/  British  nteanjer. 

Capture  of,  August  4,  1862... 236-238 

M*»ntioned 1 .--. 254,318 

Xiodona,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 504,533,604,664,659,664,709,736,755 

Movements  of.... . 649 

Ortlers  for  movenien tii -..--...-.. , 656 

lK>ftus,  Patrick.     Mentioned 583 

Loftus,  William.     Mentione<l 583 

London,  17.  S.  consul  at. 

Correjr'ixjkndenre  with  State  Department,  U.  8 283, 284 

Mentioned... -- 81,283,284,755 

Longatreet,  Cornelius  H.     Mentioned -..,... 453 

•AfterwATda  U.  8.  6.  LodOQ*. 
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PMC. 

Loring,  Charles  G.     Mentioned 358,364,366 

Lotua,  Schooner. 

Mentioned 657 

Wreck  of 512 

Louisa,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 .' 121 

Louisa,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  August  23,  1862 279 

Mentioned 289, 290 

Louisa,  Schooner.     Mentioned 123,124 

Low,  Mr.     Mentioned 768 

Lowber,  Captain.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 695, 714 

Lowry,  Horatio  B. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 113 

Mentioned 122 

Lucas,  Jonathan  J.     Mentioned 569 

Luce,  George  A.     Mentioned 683,684,739,748 

Luckie,  Charles  Edward.     Mentioned 236,237 

Lussen,  John  Martin. 

Mentioned 288,289 

Statement  of  movements  of  blockade  runners 290 

Lydstone,  George  G.     Mentioned 579 

Lynah,  Arthur  M.     Mentioned 619 

Lynch,  Hugh  C.     Mentioned 57O 

Lyons,  Algernon  ITL.     Mentioned 26, 27, 49, 130, 150, 151, 394 

Lyons,  Lord.     Mentioned 86, 479, 600, 662, 663, 674, 675,  780,  786^  796 

For  correspondence,  see  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 
McAUister,  Fort.     See  Fort  McAllister,  Ga, 

McAllister,  J.  L.     Mentioned 636, 637,  730  732 

McAllister,  William.     Mentioned 57q 

McAlpin,  James  W.     Mentioned 729-733 

Macbeth,  Charles.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard §13 

McBlair,  William.     Mentioned g20 

McCartney,  Daniel  P.     Mentioned 545,701  704 

McCauley,  Edward  Y.     Mentioned 24  26 

McCleery,  Robert  W. 

Mentioned _^       4^ 

Reports  of. 

Montauk,  U.  8.  S.    Injuries  sustained  ])y,  from  explosion  of  torpedo.       707 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of ^52 

McClellan,  George  B.     Mentioned I73  270 

McClemand,  John  A.     Mentioned _ ^44 

McCormick,  James.     Mentioned ^^q 

McCrady,  John. 

Mentioned ~29 

Report  of  engagement  between  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  and  Federal  vessels 

March  3,  1863 730-734 

McDonald,  John.     Report  of  condition  of  U.  8.  8.  Mercedita 59^ 

McDonald,  Michael.     Mentioned §70 

McDonough,  Commodore.     See  Commodore  McDonough,  U.  S.  8. 

McDougal,  Benjamin  T.     Mentioned 57q 

McDougall,  Peter  D.     Mentioned 7q 

McFee,  Daniel.     Mentioned gj 

McGary,  Charles  P.     Mentioned g23 
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Mcdill,  Dr     Mentioned 214 

McQowaii»  Owen  J,     Mentioneii _._... 583 

Mclntyre,  William.     Mentioned - , 380 

McJimkin,  William  S.     Corresfjondenre  with  Edward  L.  Piirker. 128 

McKeel^  A.     Meiitkmpri * , , 570 

McEei^e,  Edward. 

( IfirriA'^pQiideni-e  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont - 243 

Meiitioned 220,243 

ReiK>rt  of  < >ix*rationB  in  St,  John^s  River,  Florida --* 245 

If  cKenuey ,  John,     Mentioned 583 

Mackenzie,  Alexander  S.     Men  tioned 45^5,  767 

Mackie,  Georg"©-     Mentioned! ......... _ 402 

Mackie,  J.  Walter.     Mentiim(*<l 302 

McKinley,  Alexander.     Mentinnet! 106 

McKinney ,  Eugene.     Mentioned 570 

McKinaey*  Robert.     Mentionetl 582 

HcKnigM,  Alex.     Mi^ntioned. .._... 583 

Mackreal,  Alex.     Menti(med.. 565,571 

Mackreal,  W.  J.     Mentiont^ ,.,.,...       570 

McLeod,  Henry  A.     Statement  of  capture  of  steamer  Emilie ....       181 

McMillan,  R.  A,     Stiiteraent  of  capture  of  ffteamer  Kmilie 181 

McFberaon,  Susan.     See  Simxii  yfePh^rsmif  Qmftdemit  doop, 

McCluain,  l*rivate.     .Mentioned,... .,,      566 

McSherry,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 402 

Madg-ie,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142,  143 

Mentioned 20, 38, 144, 159, 188, 180, 195. 205»  206, 2:W.  252. 317,  ;H9,  :^7, 

420,  451 ,  4a^,  471 ,  480,  494,  507,  512, 625,  659, 664,  709,  715,  740,  756,  803 

Operations  m  St.  Catherine's  and  St.  Simon*8  aounda 19 

Orders  for  movements 435, 459 

Reconnoiaaanie  in  Oj?eet*hee  River,  Georgia,  and  engagement  with  Fort 

Mi-Allister.  July  2f>,  1862 221 

Maffitt,  John  N.     Mentiont-tl ...._.. 124,294 

Magnet,  SchiMiiier.     Ment ioned 43 

Magnolia,  l\  S.  8. 

Capture  of  British  steamer  Memphis,  July  31, 1862 226-227 

Mentinneil . ..._.,..... 242 

Magnolia  Springe,  Fla.     .\ttack  on  landing  jwsirty  from  V.  8.  8,  Uneaa  at. 
8i^  Sf.  Jt*hn*}i  River,  Flondn.     Operntiotts  in,  pp.  469-471,  477. 

Magone,  Edmund  A.     Mentioned 800 

Magruder,  John  B.     Mentioned 644 

Mabon,  John.     Metitione^l 6:J4 

Maillefert,  Benjamin.     Mentione*! , -,.. 790 

Maine  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry— Regiments:  9th,  442. 

Malacca,  Blcxkade  runner.     Mentioned 81 

Malam,  Mn     Mentioned $16 

Malet,  Rev.  Mr.     Mentioned! .,,„,        m 

Malga,  Victor.     Correfspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 792 

Malcolm,  Mr.     -Mentioneil 68^ 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.     For  correspondence,  see  Namf  Deptirtmetit,  C  & 

Manderaon,  Bark.     .Mentionetl 743 

Manley ,  Henry  Be  H.     Mentioned 771 

Manton,  Benjamin  D.     CorreHpondenc©  with  8.  F,  Do  Pont 50 
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KftrblahMd,  U.  S.  8.  n^e. 

AtUrk  upon  Ballivan's  leland,  Soath  Garoliiia,  September  ao,  1862 3SO-^S3 

Captures  rruule  by 682-687 

Mentioned 219, 222, 246, 2M,  281, 329,  MO,  375, 367, 

401,  402,  420,  449,  451,  465,  460,  493,  512,  514,664,672,604,  700,756,8(6 

Movements  of 217 

Operations  in  Wilmin^n  River,  Georgia . 625 

Orders  for  movements 224, 374, 516, 780, 798, 806 

JCarchand,  John  B. 

Appointed  to  conmiand  off  Charleston,  8.  C 207 

Circalar  orders  to  commanders  of  blockading  veowls  off 119, 131, 169 

Cf^rreflpondence  with 

Balch,  G.  B 74 

Collinn,  N 37 

Conroy,  E 167 

Duncan,  James  M 116 

Da  Pont,  8.  F 5,28,51,56,58,89,101,112,219,222,229,233 

Henry,  E.  W 235,239 

Hoghes,  A.  K 231 

Lanier,  E 141 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 6 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 59 

Parrott,  E.  G 7 

Strong,  J.  H 234 

Upshur,  J.  H 150,169 

Mentioned 6,16,17,25,28,33.47,51-^,55,56,62,93,102, 

113,  114,  119,  133,  134,  146, 155,  158,  174,176,186,216,218,223,224,240 
Reports  of. 

Buirs  Bay,  8outh  Carolina.     British  bark  in  vicinity  of 234, 241 

Cambria,  British  steamer.    Capture  of ,  May  ^,  1862 . 40,41 

Charleston,  8.  C. 

Blockade  of 72, 73, 86, 131, 132, 135, 138, 157, 162, 175, 216, 222, 223 

Damage  by  gale  to  blockading  fleet  off 117-119 

Defenpesof 82,140-142,240 

Escape  of  contrabands  from 77 

Proposed  attack  upon  defenses  of 13 

ElizalHsth,  British  steamer.     Capture  of.  May  29, 1862 , 59 

Emilie,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  July  7, 1862 177 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 168 

Lochinvar,  British  ship.    Yellow  fever  on  board  of 174 

Patras,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  27, 1862 46, 48 

Pocahontas*,  U.  S.  S.     Injuries  to,  in  a  gale 73 

Racer,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Movements  of 26,49,149,150 

Renaudin,  H.  I.  M.  8.    Movements  of 119,224 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Movements  of 86 

Sarah  and  Catalina,  Schooners.    Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 120 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina. 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla  and  Confederate  States 

floating  battery  in,  May  25,  1862 36 

Operations  in 15,50,52 

Stettin,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  May  24,  1862 30-33 

Sullivan's  Island.    Stranding  of  blockade  runner  on 44 

Marine,  Mrs.    Mentioned 447 

Marion,  Confederate  vesseL    Mentioned 823 

Marquis,  Joseph.     Mentioned 565,570,571 
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Marsaillea,  France,  V.  S,  consul  at.     Mentioned . _ 81 

Marsh,  Mrs.     Mentioiieil .., , _._  m,m 

Martin*  John.     MeiitioiuNl ..,.. --..-  410,411 

Martin.  Robert.     Metitioin^l 636,  637,  731 

Marvin,  Qeorg^e  H.     Mentioned _       570 

Marjr  Sanford,  Steamer     Mentioned ....._.. , . . , 662 

Mary  Stewart,  S<:*h«x»ner.     Capture  of,  Jane  3,  1862 75 

Maeon,  Oharlee  H.     Report  of  atta<^k  npon  Federal  lilfM-kailing  Hc|uadrun  off 

Cliarlewton,  S.  C,  by  Confederate  ironcladft,  January  31,  1863.-       581 

Ma*on,  Jomefl  M*     Mentioned , 498, 640 

Mason,  Bichard.     Mentioned  ,.-......,.. . . 570 

Maseachitsetts,  U«  8.  8. 

ABBJgned  to  duly  as  supply  flliip - 760 

Firing  n|>on  by  U.  8.  S.  Canandaigua  , 759 

Mentioned. ....  .3, 4,  73,  74, 80,  90, 159, 160, 162, 194, 109,  210,  239,  248, 249,  262, 265 

259,  319,  320,  335,  346,  347,  379,  414,  471,  485,  656,  689,  766,  771,  773,  779 

ilovementfl  of .-.. - 747 

Ortlers  for  niovemente  ...._*.._.. , , _  - . 735,  749 

Rei5(ie«t  f iiT  <)iigtial  h*3ok  for 778 

Matchett,  Antonio.     Mentioned.... 570 

Matilda,  Ship.     Mentioned ..._ ....        81 

Mattair,  Jamea  0.     Mentioned _ 3,459 

Mattano,  I ■ .  i^.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 776 

Matthews,  W*  K.     Mentioned! 340 

Maud,  William.     Mentioned , 791 

Maury,  Matthew  F.     Mentioned! r>,53,  640 

Maxwell,  James  G.     Corres^wndence  with  S,  F.  Du  Pont. 323, 427 

Mayflower,  U.  S.  Army  eteanier.     Mentionetl , 12 

Mayo,  Henry  0.     Mentionet! 746 

Mays,  Joseph,     Mentioned 564,  5J1 

Mays,  B,  G.     Mentione^l sisO 

Melita,   Stiuimer,     Mentioned ,,,.. 81 

Memphis,*  Brilii?ih  steamer. 

Capture  of,  July  31,  1862 225-227 

Mentioned .,.- 81,151,175,210,239,240 

Memphis,  U.  S,  8, 

Altaek  upon,  by  Ctinfederste  ironclads.  8ee  CharUstmi^  S.  C  Attack  upon 
Fedrrol  btockading  sguadrmi  vjf,  f'ff  Oonftderat*^  ironrkjfh,  Jnnuary 

Captures  made  by ..^.., 388,389,800 

Chaee  of  blocka<le  runners , , ,. 761 

Mentioned, 281 ,  409,  418,  419,  447,  451, 466,  480,  493, 49tl, 512, 577, 578, 682-^85,  587- 
589,  591,  59.1,  597,  598,  606,  607,  625,  664,  709,  7.'Sa,  757,  771,  774,  795,804 

Movements  of 392 

Orders  for  movemtmte ...... ...... . 407, 487,  742 

Mercedita,  U.  R.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  Britiah  ship  O^an  hy , 796,  797 

Attat'k  upon,  by  Confederate  ironclade.  Be*  CharUMfm^  S,  C  AUtwk  upon 
Federal  Motjkadinff  sqimdrmi  o/f,  by  OmfedtrnU  irondadst  January 
SI,  isss. 
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Mercedita,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  pnge. 

Mentioned 281,341,349,  W,  419, 434, 451, 465, 4»3, 512, 

556,  577-581,  583,  584,  687-592,  595-599,  606,  607,609,611-616,618,625 

Movements  of 660, 695 

Orders  for  movements i 298,334,445,481 

Mercer,  George  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  R.  H 635 

Anderson,  George  W.,  jr 708 

Mentioned 823 

Mercer,  Hugh  W. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 824 

General  order  appointing  R.  L.  Page  to  command  naval  forces  afloat, 

district  of  Georgia 822 

Mentioned 196,197,417,634,638,708,816,817,823 

Mercury,  Confederate  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  4,  1863 496-^1 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 54,81,206,409 

Meriam,  Frank  B. 

Correspondence  with  C.  Steedman 425, 459 

Mentioned 143,221,459,471 

Merrill,  Xjawson  C.     Mentioned 133 

Merrill,  Samuel.     Mentioned 279 

Merrimac,  Steamer  (blockade-runner) .     Mentioned 81, 283, 553 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  Army  transport     Mentioned 435, 436 

Merrimack,*  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 513,572,582,616 

Merrimack  No.  2,t  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 712 

Meulet,  J.  O.     Mentioned 151 

Middleton,  Motte.     Mentioned 730,732 

Midnight,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned 420, 421, 451, 465, 480, 494, 512, 534, 625, 645, 664, 709, 715, 756 

Movements  of 392 

OnierH  for  movements 415, 642 

Milan,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Movements  of 472 

Millcurd,  Pettigrew.     Mentioned 569 

Millcurd  Fillmore,  Schooner.     Mentioned 195 

Miller,  Joseph  K. 

Mentioned 718 

Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Passaic  in  attack  on  Fort  McAllis- 
ter, Ga 719 

Miller,  Samuel  E.     Mentioned 570 

Milligan, .     Mentioned 431,432 

Milton,  Oovemor.     See  Governor  Milton^  Steamer, 

Milton,  John.     Mentione<l 327, 369 

Miner,  Jerome  O.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department  C.  S 816, 817 

Minho,  Steamer.     Mentionetl 286,291,304,395 

Minna,  Steamer.     Mentioned 753 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 503,504,563 

Miramon,  Oeneral.     See  General  MiramoUf  Steamer. 

Miriam,  Steamer.     Mentioned 641 

Miasimer,  Hillary.     Appraisement  of  prize  steamer  Governor  Milton 372 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 153, 435, 436 

Mitchel,  John  C.     Mentioned 567 

•  More  correctly,  C.  8.  S.  Viiglnia.  f  More  correctly,  C.  8.  8.  VliKinia  No.  2. 
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Mitcbel,  O.  M. 

Correal  ►cjmleriL'e  with 

DuPimt,  8.  F .-, 339,342,346,347 

GcMlon,  S.  W „...,-.., , ,-,,. 399 

Metitioiie.l.-,. , , 357,379,408,409 

Mitcliell,  John.     Mentioned ,       570 

Mobawk,  U,  S.  S, 

C^apty re  of  two  officers  from,  AngUBt  16,  1862. 262»  263 

Expetlitiou  to  St.  Mary's,  Ga...... - 442,443 

MentioDed ,   170,190,206,218,222,241, 

3211,349,387,430,451,466,480,494,612,  625,  659,  064,  692,  710,  740.  756 

Onlers  for  movemeiita 125, 169,  219,  229,  231,  70il 

MoMcan,  U.  8.  S, 

Mentioned _ 10, 19,70,89,  ia3, 112, 153, 157 

MovenientHof ,....  142,162 

Orden»  for  movement 92, 110^  111  146 

Moncada,  Franci&co  Mtinez.     For  correspondence  aee  Charkston^  S.    C, 
Spanish  mtimd  fit. 

Konitor,  U.  S.  S.      Mentioned 513 

MonitOFB. 

Condition  of , 786 

Oi>eration8  of.. ,..._ ._ 764 

Qualitieflof ,.. .._..,......... _....._....,      783 

Repairof 784,800 

Te^iting  of.     See   I'Wl  McAUwkrf  Ga.      Enpoffement  with    Federal  veaeU^ 
March  S,  lJ!f6S, 
Montauk,  U.  8.  S. 

Attack  upon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 

Janimry  27,  1863  ,....._.. , , 543^560 

February  1,  1863 626-639 

Destruction  of  ConfcHlerate  steamer  Nanhvillc?  by,  and  injuries  to,  from 
explc34iion  of  torpedo.  He&Nojfhmll^f  ConfediTatt  steamer.  DcMrao 
tion  of,  Febrtuiry  £8,  ISSS. 

Effect  of  allot  upon,  recei  ved  at  Fort  Mc A llister,  Gr,  ...... , . , .      672 

Mentioned... 503,504,518,521,533,536,644,664,671,694, 

697- 7m>,  704-707,  709,710,  716^719,  724,  726-732,  736,  737,  745,  756,  766 

Operations  in  < i reat  Og^*cl^iee  Ri ver,  < itM *rgia 576» 624 

8ee  also  Fort  McAUi8ti%  Ga,^  and  Nashviilet  ConfederoU  iUamer^  Destruc- 
tion of. 

Orders  for  movements , . . _ . ._ 520. 531, 802 

Passage  of,  from  Beaufort,  K  C,  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C 528,530 

Montgomery,  Ship.     Mentioned _.__. 754 

Montgomery,  John  B.     Mentioned... 791 

For  lorresponiience  see  Navy  ijardj  Bogton^  Commandant  of 
Moore,  George.     For  corre^pcjudence  see  Richmond^  Va.    BriHsh  connU  ai, 

Moore^  Heary  C.     MentiouetJ .,,  566,570 

Moore,  J.  W.     Mentioned ._ ,       243 

MoraJi,  Benjajnin.     Mentioned , 640 

Morgan^  George  B.     Mentioned, ..*.....,,      269 

Morgan ,  Joa.  S.     Correspondence  with  S,  F,  Du  Pont 793 

Morning  Star,  Scrhooner.     Capture  of,  June  27,  1862 , 148, 149 

Morris,  Commodore*     See  Commodore  Morris^  V,  S.  S, 

Morrow,  David.     Mentioned ,,. 400,403 

Morse,  Freeman  H.     For  correepondence,  see  London^  U,  &  ootmd  ai. 
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Mortar  Schooner  Ho.  1.     See  Para,  U.  8,  mortar  •cAootia*.  p^^ 

Mortar  Schooner  No.  5.     8ee  C.  P.  WilUamSf  U.  &  mortar  schooner. 

Moseley,  William  D.     Mentioned 968 

Moses,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 186,307,506 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 11 

Mentioned 486 

Report  of  capture  of  two  men  from  U.  S.  S.  Femandina,  December  22, 1862.      486 
Mosman,  D.  Frank. 

CJorrespondence  with  J.  H.  Strong ]80 

Mentioned 177,181,182 

Report  of  capture  of  Steamer  Emilie,  July  7,  1862 I7g 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

Capture  of  sloop  Aurelia  off,  March  23,  1863 779,780 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  DuPont 156 

Report  of  John  J.  Almy ^2 

Motcherie,  Tony.     Mentioned 751 

Mullany,  J.  B.  Madison. 
Correspondence  with 

Benham,  A.  E.  K 34 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 68,314 

Goodwin,  William  Wallace 35 

Marchand,  J.  B 6 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 115 

Rogers,  J.  A 148,293 

Smith,  Frank 34,60 

Mentioned 30-^, 

38,  46,  46,  49,  62,  63,  149,  168,  288,  289,  292,  353,  379,  385,  737,  743, 744 
Reports  of. 

Bienville,  IT.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  Port  Royal,  towing  U.  8.  8.  Oatskill.       738 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 28^-291,292,293 

David  Crockett,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  13,  1862 386 

Eliza,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  August  21,  1862 267 

Lightning,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  March  9,  1863 744 

Louisa,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  August  23,  1862 279 

Morn ing  Star,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  27,  1862 148 

Patras,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  27,  1862 47 

Providence,  Rebecca,  and  La  Criolla,  Schooners.     Capture  of,  May  29, 

1862 60 

Stettin,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  24,  1862 29, 33 

Mulligran,  Thomas.     Mentioned 570 

Murphy,  Pilot.     Mentioned 544, 701 

Murphy,  Patrick.     Mentioned 570 

Murphy,  Bufus.     Mentioned 190 

Murray,  Edward  C.     Mentioned 817 

Murrey,  John  M.     Mentioned 457 

Myers,  Mr.     Mentioned 163 

Naglee,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 747,748 

Nahant,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga.,  March  3, 1863 716-734 

Mentioned 504,709,736,746,756,764,783 

Orders  for  movements 693, 782 


Nahajit,  U,  S.  S.— Oontinued,  Page, 

Faaaage  of,  from  Hampton  Koada  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C * . . 681, 682 

Propoee^l  testiDg  of - 692,694 

NaBC^,  William  T. 

Correi^pondeiife  with 

Brown,  J.  Wdshman *.*..-*.....*-.* .- - 668 

Gary,  John  H ....^.. 669 

Flaskell,  CharlesT.,  jr 575 

Yates,  Joeepli  N... ._.. 587 

Mentioned ... . 674,677-679 

Report  of  proposed  attack  upon  Federal  fleet  off  CharleBton,  8.  C 822 

Nantucket,  U.  B.  S. 

Coniiition  of  ._ .*.,,,* , , 784 

Mentioned .,...„.... 712,729,736,756,778 

Movements  of ..* - - --.      765 

Orders  for  niovementei ...- _..._._.._.... _..-.-..-       737 

Nashville,*  Confederate  eteamer. 
Dtifitrnction  of,  Febmary  28,  1863. 
AbtJtniet  log  of 

Dawii,U.  S,  S. ._„..,,„„,-,-. ,..--... ..._.._..._      705 

Seneca,  U,  S.  8 704 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  8 , 704 

Communicationa  from  S.  F.  Do  Pout 705-707 

ReportB  of 

Anderson,  George  W.,  jr .__ _ 708 

Board  of  survey  as  to  injuries  to  U.  8.  8»  Montank  by  torjiedo  . .  *      707 

Browne,  Samuel  T.. -....*. 698 

DuPont,  S.  F.,_. 696,707,712 

Stephens,  Thomas  A............ 700-704 

Worden.  John  L  .... ... ..,_..,.. , ..  697,700 

Mentioned 39, 66,  IM,  193, 219, 269, 274, 290, 297, 320,  ^38, 342, 

349,  354,  379,  417,  507,  513,  52S,  543,576,  628, 644,  710,  712,  713,  716,  768 

Information  concerning 21 7, 515, 536 

Measures  for  destruction  of  ..,„.,.. 277, 278, 282, 520, 622, 531, 695 

Nassau,  New  Frovideiice,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

C^rrti^pondence  with  State  Department,  U.  8.^,. 286 

Meotioiied.. 71,135,266,286,294,744,754 

Naaaau  MiUs,  Ma.     Bee  Ntmau  Sound,  Florida, 
Nassau  Sound,  Florida. 

Captin-ea  made  in... 429,430 

OperatiouH  In. 

Orders  and  instructiona 

Du  Pont,  S,  F ., 424 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 ., 460 

Reports  of 

Duncan,  J.  M..... 501 

DuPont,  S.  F.. 444 

Watson,  William.. 602 

Naval  Academy,  V.  S.     Communication  from  Navy  Department,   U.   8., 

concerning 77 

Naval  Station,  Baltimore,  Commandant  of.     Correepondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S 365 
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Navy  Depftrtment,  O.  8.     Correspondence  wii 

Aver*^tl,  S.  W , 806 

Beaiiregranl,  G.  T _ Sll 

Dozier,  W.  G -,.,.....- gl7,aiS 

Ingrahain,  D.  N , ., ,.., 61T 

Miner,  J.  G.-,, 816,$!" 

Page,  R.  L...... 822 

Tattnall,  Josiah , m 

Webb,  William  A , 8S0 

Navy  Department,  U.  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Ahny,  J.  J... fl} 

Ammen,  Daniel  ..*.. 208,639 

Baxter,  I.  B _        75 

Blunt,  George  W...... .,,.      |^ 

Brodhead,  Edgar ,      7® 

Browne,  W.  R 436 

Bryson,  A , 7SI 

Budd,  William 226,227,242,322,339,375 

Cardiif,  Wales,  U,  8,  consul  at 455 

Cavendy,  Edward 216,  239, 28fi, 32S 

Conover.  F.  S.. 563-^ 

Oonroy,  Edward  ,..._...-..._.... . 30,46,179,382,-11? 

Corser,  Charles  H ^ ^       974 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley 333 

Crt^sy,  W.  K _.   231,275,471 

Dahlgreu,  J.  A, ,___.. _,,._...... 363,376,377,  389, 41 6»42tt 

DaviH,  John  L 2X7,  262 

DevenB,  E.  F 232,279,296,  317, 453!  4«» 

Downes,  John 39, 42,  235, 387, «S? 

Drayton,  P .,.,.._.., 80,326 

Duncan,  J.  M  .  _ . . . , .      275 

DuPont,  S.  F "4**6,7,21, 

38,  46,  53,  62,  71,  77,  81-«,  96,  105,  110, 126, 134, 146, 149,  16,%  166, 1?2. 
173,  17<>,  181,  183,  206,207,211,217.224,230,234,236,239,240,247 
266,  262,  265,  266,  273,  283, 286,  287, 2t>2,  304, 365,  307, 309,  311,31 
321,  322,  328,  3::j2-3:i4,  337,  346, 348,  353,  371, 388, 389,  3a^>,  :«»9.  401*,  4  i  i. 
417,  419,  420,  425,  429,  430,  433,  440, 444,  448, 461,  463,  456,  460,  46.S,  47<Sv 
480,  483-486,  493-495,  497-499,  501-503,  511.516, 516, 518, 524,  528,  .53.S 
640,  M3,  551,  555,  666,  569, 571, 677, 688,  601,  604,  607HJOt>,  013,  626, 626, 
640,  645,  649,  651,  a52,  655, 658-660, 663,  665, 669, 671, 672.  674,  676,  6HI>- 
682,  687,  689,  690,  692,  696,  707,  709,  711, 716,  728,  736,  739,  740.  743,  746, 
753,  756,  766,  764,  769,  773,  778,  779,  783,  786-788,  790,  791,  794,  796, 863 

Eytinge,  H.  St  C 462 

Frailey,  J.  M 74T 

Fnlton,  C.  C .. 320,745 

Gamble,  William  M 3"^ 

Gansevoort,  G ,.   192,250 

Gillespie,  W.  T 69,161.316 

Godon,  S.  W 251 ,  346, 354, 367, 361, 372, 373^  376. 377, 381, 387, 392 

Gr^ory,  F.  H 469.891 

Green,  J.  F 192,»7 

Hale,  John? g 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  8.  consulat 316,320,396^601 
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Navy  Department,  IT.  S, — Continued. 

Correspondent  with 

ITarriF,  Ira._ , , .7777777 781 

Hopkins,  William  Rogers .,.. 708 

Hughes^  A.  K 125 

James,  J*H..«. ..* .. .....       645 

Jewe tt,  Jedeiliah 31 5 

Lanier,  E...... 121 

Lee,  S.  P 563 

Lee,  a  P.,  etal 451 

LeRoy,  William  E. 68.65 

Marchand,  J,  B. ..„...„. 32,33,41,48,50 

McM9e»,  E 11 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 47,115,267,738,744 

Naval  station,  Baltimore,  Gomniandaet  of. , 395 

Navy  yarti,  B< »8ton,  G >mmandant  of ..... . .......  191 ,  424, 435, 436, 445 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of 285, 

303, 392, 458, 462, 472, 662, 691,  710, 734, 737, 806 

Navy  yan! ,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 199, 476 

Navy  yanl,  Washington,  Commandant  of .      407 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A,.....,.„. _ 250 

Parrott,  KG , :W4,  459 

Pendergrast,  Austin 314,  (J49 

Pimlell,  William  N 164 

Pollock,  Jamee 334 

Quackenbush,  S.  P - - 640 

Reed,  B.  T. , 225 

Rodgere.  G.  W..„„_, .„....,.,„ ._       737 

Rrjgere,  William  C ,,.. 117 

Sartori,  L.  C...... 434 

Sheldon,  \\\  B .,      575 

Sherrill,  John........ 275,296,492 

Bhubrick,  \\\  B. ....,.,. 013,614 

State  Department,  D.  S 331,662,663,763,780.786,796 

Steedman,  C 137 

Stellwagen,  H.  S.... 298,695 

Stiroere,  A,  C 662,729 

Strong,  J.  H 4,177.381,386,413 

Taylor,  William  Rogere .............  192,303 

Treaitury  Department,  U.8 , 606,508 

Trenchard,  S.  D..,. 69 

Tnmdy,G.  A 191 

Turner,  L.  C... ,,.. 643 

Tunier,  Thomas.... , 251,504 

Upehwr,  J.  H 198,275 

Upton,  Daiiiel  P .., 780 

War  Department,  U.  S..... 614 

Warren,  J.  D , 298 

Watraough,  P.  G 250 

Werden,  Reed ....      197 

West,  William  H..... , 735,747 

Whiting,  William  D... , 224,691 

Worden,  John  L 530 

Order  regarding  prbse  steamer  Stettin.. ,        34 


888  nn>KX. 


Wmwy  yard,  Bortop,  OcwmnaiMlaTit  oH    GomipondeDce  with  Smwj  Dfr- 

partment.  C.  S lin,'£M,43S.49S,'l45 

"Mwiwy  yard,  Vcrv  7oriL,  Com imiMfaTit  od    Cui'm|MmtcfiCP  villi 

I>[iPoDt.S.  F 90,900,330 

XavyDeptftment^U.  S....  28^  308, 302, 45a,  402,472,08*  001,710,794,737,806 
Mmwj  yard,  PhfladHphia,  Commaadaiit  oH    CorreqioodeDee  with 

Da  Pont,S.  F 40 

LeBoy,  W.  E 377 

NaTj  Department,  r.  S 190,476 

Va;¥y  yard,  Waahifigton,  Conunaiidaiit  oH    CorreqioodeDee  with  Xstj 

Depaitment,  U.  S S.      407 

Veedham,  Thomas  F.    Mentioiied 570 

Vellie,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  March  29, 1863 704-796 

Vellie,  Steamer.     Mentiooed 142 

Velly,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  S^itember  23,  1802 343 

Veptime,  Steamer.     Mentioned 754 

Veptime,  U.  S.  Army  truisport.     Mentioned 300,407,442,443 

Vewberry ,  Ta^^or  C.    Sutement  of  alleged  ruang  of  hlodcade  of  Charles- 
ton. S.  C 000 

Vewell,  Harmaa.     Report  of  condition  of  U.  &&  Weehawkeo 6S2 

Vew  Inmaidaa,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 010,714 

Catting  down  snokestack  of 550 

Moitioned 312,417,422,480,513,513,501,578,001,002,004,005, 

611,  025,  650,  652,  601,  668, 675, 677, 678, 001, 700,  HO,  712, 715, 736, 749, 
752,  755,  757,  750-763,  770,  771,  773,  785, 796, 799, 800, 8OI,'805, 819, 824 

Orders  for  movements 251,503,501.023,019 

FasBsgeof,  from  Hampton  Boads  to  P6rt  Boyal 518 

Vewman,  I«.  A.     Mentioned 246 

Vewton,  Isaac     Mentioned 537,745 

Vew  Tork  Troops.     Mentioned.     Inhmtry— Begiments:  48th,  439, 750;  90th, 
793;  100th,  789. 

Vichols,  Baniel  M.     Mattioned 570 

Nichols,  John.     Mentioned 565,570,571 

Vicholson,  James  W.  A. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Hately 147,148 

Believed  of  command  in  St.  John's  Biver,  Florida 212 

Beports  of. 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  New  Tork  navy  yard 250 

St.  John's  Biver,  Florida.    Operations  in lOO-liO,  147, 163, 104, 220 

Vicholson,  Somerville. 

Appointed  to  command  in  North  Edisto  Biver 374 

Correspondence  with 

DaPont,S.  F 107,198,224,242,248 

Green,  J.  F 351,374 

Mentioned 91,117,212,217,244,^5,288,350,^1,353 

Beport  of  attack  apon  fortifications  on  Sollivan's  Island,  Soath  CaroliiM, 

by  U.  8.  8.  Marblehead,  September  30,  1862 ^2 

Vickels,  J.  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  8.  F.  Da  Pont 79,275 

Moitioned 335 

Viooll,  George  A.     Mentioned 036 

~*''«a.  Steamer.    Menti<Mied 193,256,257,259 

is,  Joseph.    MentJoned 300 


Noel,  FranciB.     Mentioned 570 

Nora,*  Schooner.     Meivtione*! ..-.__. .- tt(>-62 

Norfolk,  Packet,  IL  S.  riiortiir  echooner. 

Attack  njKJii  Fort  McAllieter,  Ga.,  Mart^h  3,  1863 716-734 

Men tioneti 440, 462, 465,  47 1 ,  480,  494, 512,  625, 664,  709,  755 

Onlere  for  movements 441,469,661,695 

Norsamaji,  Steamer.     MentitjiieiJ ...., 754.  755 

North  Carolina,  M.  S,  nhip.     Mentioned  739 

North  Kdiato  Hlver,  South  Carolina. 
UpemtiouH  in. 

Alw*tnR"t  log  uf  the  U.  8.  S.  Mohawk 262 

Urden*  and  injstruL'tioria. 

Du  Pont,  a  F. ,  _  61, 62,  164, 169,  218,  229, 478, 741,  762,  763,  778,  782. 802 

Green,  J.  F 374 

Mart  hand,  J.  B _. 231 

Repi>H  oE8.  F.  Du  Pont 262 

See  Simmorut'  Blug,  S.  C.     Enffogcineni  ol,  June  SI,  1S6S, 

Rhiml,  A.  (\,  relieved  of  command  in -,--...-.*....       191 

Northern  Belle , t  S<.'hooner.     Mentioned 143 

North  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Negro  colony  on  .  „ 192, 1 93, 203,  259, 272, 426, 458, 463.  783 

W reek  of  nchoorier  [votUH  on,  Jainmry  15,  1863  ...,..._. ....__ 512 

Northrop »  W.  H.     See  W,  IL  Northrop^  Schftoiter. 

North  Santee,  Stcuiner.     Mentioned 124 

North  Santee  Biver^  South  Carolina.     Driving  ashore  and  destruction  of 

British  steamer  Queen  of  the  Wave  off  the  mouth  of . . . . 687-690 

Norwich,  I'-  S.  S. 

Condition  of --.. - .---.....       189 

Mentioninl .  46,  51 ,  59,  72,  90, 11 4, 1 1 7,  1 24, 1 33,  265,  269,  281 ,  288,  319,  348, 349,  :J87, 
419,  446,  451,  458,  465,  481,  493, 494,  501,  512,  625,  664,  709,  740,  756,  778 

Movemen  taof. ----.- _ 305 

Open*tionH  in 

8t  Johii^B  River,  Florida 521,745,777,794 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.-- , -. ..-...,. 21-23 

OrderH  for  moveraentfl, . .  42, 112, 116, 170, 189,  275, 311. 343, 344, 429,  456. 482,  742 
0.  M,  Fettit,  h\  8.  S. 

Orders  for  iiiovementa  ..._.._ -,...,.. _..,         72 

Mentioned.... 54,81,206,380,409,452.466,481,494,512,626,664,756 

O'Brien,  Timothy.     Mentioned.-..,-...--..- 570 

0'  Conner ,  Moses.     Mentioneil _ 683 

Octorara,  U.  8.  S.     Mentionetl 373 

Odenheimer,  William  H.     Mentionetl ...,.       807 

Og^eechee  Biver,  Great.     Ope  rations  in. 

Alj«itraet  log  of  U.  8.  S,  Wiraahickon  .._ ......_ 427 

Convininueation»  from 

Hnnter,  D...... 668 

Mitchel,  O.  M 342 

OrderHand  instroctiona,  8.  F.  Du  Pont „„  186,190,210,520,531 

Reports  ol 

Parrott,  K  G. 160 

Watniough,  P.  G 161,162 

See  also  Fort  McAUi$ter,  Qa, 

tKiicnmalioaaljiCElcillA.  whJdiWA.  fNAineoluuoiid  to8outlieTiL&a\ft. 
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Og«echee  Biver,  Little.     Operations  in.  pa^e. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Dawn 440,472 

Reports  of 

Davis,  John  L 439 

Gibson,  William 607 

Ogier,  William  O.     Mentioned 569 

Onward,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 138,206,281,335,438 

Orders  for  movements 79 

Orders  to,  regarding  spirit  ration 275 

Oi>de1>eeck,  F.     Mentioned 680 

Orah  Peck,  Schooner.    Mentioned 193 

Oreto,*  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 124, 142, 274, 277, 291, 294, 697, 705 

Oriental,  U.  S.  Army  schooner.    Mentioned 15 

Oriole,  U.  S.  Army  transport    Mentioned 590 

Ormond,  John  O.     Mentioned 188,364,400 

Orr,  James  L.     (Correspondence  with  Thomas  Jordan 825 

Osbon,  B.  S.     Mentioned 549 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Oeorgia. 

Captures  made  in 236,343 

Movements  of  steamer  Nashville  in.    Report  of  J.  R.  Goldsborough 217 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 167,513 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  8.  F 169, 

186, 215, 262, 266, 277, 350, 416, 441, 488, 514, 531, 693-695, 714,  725 

Green,  J.  F 522 

Reports  of 

Green,  J.  F 514 

Steedman,  Charles 204 

Strong,  J.  H 211 

See  also  Ogeechee  River. 

Ossian,  British  steamer.     Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mercidita 607, 

660,661,695,796,797 
OUawa,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 524-526 

Condition  of 285,652 

Firing  upon,  by  U.  S.  S.  Housatonic 525, 526 

Mentioned 25,32, 

36, 37, 41, 49, 50, 59, 79, 88, 153, 189, 206, 208,  265, 266,  281,  449,  451,  465, 
480,  481,  494,  505,  509,  512,  556, 558, 587-591, 601,  606, 615, 625, 661, 664 

Movements  of 440, 691 

Operations  in  Stono  River 15-19, 51-58 

Orders  for  movements 81,85,306,314,323,392,436,466,639,668 

Otto,  Bark.     Mentioned 753 

Ouachita,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  14,  1862 388, 389 

Owen,  EliasK.     Mentioned 268 

Owens,  James.     Mentioned 570 

Packard, .    Mentioned 255 

Pagre,  Bichard  L. 

Appointed  to  command  naval  forces  afloat,  district  of  Georgia 822 

Mentioned 769, 823 

Paine,  James  G.     Mentioned - 704 


*  More  familiarly  known  as  the  C.  8.  S.  Florida. 
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Palmetto  State,  C.  H.  ram,  r*ii4fe, 

Attac^k  upon  Ft?<lenil  blm^kading  equadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C»»  January 

31,  1863 .-. 577-623 

Mentioned - .,.,..,... ._ —      447 

Para,*  U.  8,  mortar  schooner. 

Attack  tipon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga. ,  March  3,  1863 ,....,, 716-734 

Mentioned , 281,443,449,451,465,480,493,512,541,625,064,709,755 

Movenients  ,.__,*,.,,..,^ _ 444 

Orderw  for  movements  ., , , ,       695 

Park,  William  H.     Mentioned .... 570 

Parker,  Edward  L.     Ordera  and   pajien*  of,  captured  at  SimmonB*  Bluff, 

8outh  Carolina.,.. 127,128 

Parker,  William  H.     Mentioned ..-.  580,619 

Parrott,  Enoch  0. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia... - ----  110,  111 

Correspfm deuce  with 

Bailey,  The<xiorii8... 487 

Dn  Pont,  B.  F _,..,..„ 28,167,190,287,7^5 

Marchand,  J*  B  _ .,, ...  7 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 459 

MenHoned 26,27,31, 

40,  41,  44,  89,  110,  162,  170,  190, 191, 206,  223, 487, 577, 587, 607, 623, 624 

Relieved  of  command  in  Waaeaw  Sound 170 

Reports  of. 

Augusta.  U.  S.  S.    Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia. 304 

CharW^ton,  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 

ironclads,  January  31,  1863 591-593,605 

Blockade  of -, ..- - 209 

Gi«at  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.     Operationa  in 160 

Waaaaw  Sound,  Georgia,     Operations  in 160 

Partridge,  Edwin  W,     Mentioned... .,...-.-.. 67,120 

Passaic,  U,  S>  S. 

Attack  ufmn  Fort  McAllister,  Ga,,  March  3,  1863... .-,....- 716-734 

Captures  made  by  - . . - . . 682-687 

Mentioned 417, 503,  504,  543, 547,  578, 624, 664, 695,  709,  736,  737,  746,  756 

Operations  in  Wilmington  Hi ver,  Georgia 625 

Orders  fur  movements .- -.  536,694,802 

Paasageof,  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C 528-530, | 

PropoBed  testing  of 692,694 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga,,  March  3,  1863. 716-734 

Mentione<i ,.  503, 504, 644, 664,  709,  736, 746, 756, 7«i6, 801 

Movements  of 639.658 

Orders  for  movements.. ..... -.- 533,693,802 

Fafiaage  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal,  S,  C -  - 666 

Proposed  twisting  of 692,694 

Patras,  British  steauier, 

CapUireof,  May  27,  1862 45-49 

Mentioneii .•  33,34,61,62,63,67 

Patriot,  Schooner.     Destruction  of,  Anguet  27,  1862. 253 

*KaQWD  iilso  M  Mortar  8cbcM>ner  Ko.  1. 
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Patroon,  U.  S.  S.  Fmge. 

Condition  of 108,109,163 

Engagement  with  Ck)nfederate  battery  at  St  John's  Bluff,  Florida,  Sep- 
tember, 11,  1862 f. 324-326 

Insubordination  of  crew 380 

Mentioned 64,78,83,91, 

147, 164,  198, 199,  206,  220,  223,  252, 327, 349, 358, 387, 401, 402, 420, 444 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida 245,301 

Orders  for  movements 243,373^380 

Urann,  W.  D.,  requests  to  be  relieved  of  command  of •  282 

Patterson,  Thomas  H. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 531 

Turner,  Thomas 796 

Worden,  J.  L 550 

Mentioned 578 

Pattison,  Thomas. 

Appointed  to  command  at  Femandina,  Fla 246 

Mentioned 373 

Pauldingr,  Hiram.    Mentioned 11,50,117,189,236, 

242,  273,  412,  418,  434,  435,  446,  453,  463, 492, 516, 517, 524, 528, 739, 748 
For  correspondence  see  Navy  yard.  New  York,  Commandant  of, 
Paul,  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  July  10-21,  1862 188 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 270 

Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  at  St  John's  Bluff,  Florida,  Sep- 
tember 17, 1862  329-331 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  railroad  bridge  near  Poootaligo,  8.  C,  October 

21-23,1862 39^-406 

Mentioned 159,166,187,190,198, 

206, 211,  219,  254,  280,  288,  290, 291, 302, 304, 315, 319, 349, 370, 373, 380, 
387, 393, 398, 421,  425,  441,  461,  469,  465, 467, 471, 480, 494, 506, 507, 512, 
625,  642,  644,  661,  664,  672,  696,  709, 743, 748, 756, 785, 793, 802, 808, 805 

Movements  of .^ 715 

Operations  in 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Greorgia 204 

St  John's  River,  Florida 355-367,639,777,794 

Oiders  for  movements 137, 168, 186, 212, 223, 248, 306, 327, 420, 523, 634, 742 

Reconnoissance  in  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia,  and  engagement  with  Fort  Mc- 
Allister, July  29,  1862 221 

Paul  Jones,  jr.,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 794 

Pavy,  William  L.     Mentioned 245,521,522 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 80 

Mentioned 3, 27, 43, 76, 79, 85, 87, 94, 98, 100, 113, 116, 119, 140, 162, 165, 

168, 166,  166,  171, 172, 194,206,308,314,316,319,341,349,387,419,424, 
436,  604,  633,  644,  661,  664-666,  709, 743, 752, 766, 761,  779, 789, 805, 806 

Movements  of 658,665 

Operations  in  Stono  River 51-68, 75, 88, 89, 102-108, 133, 210, 679, 713 

Orders  for  movements 1 306,323,427,669 

Reconnoissance  of  John's  Island,  South  Carolina 758 

Payne,  Pilot    Mentioned 620,622 

Payton,  William.    Mentioned 583 

Pearson,  Frederick.    Mentioned 14,401,402,404 

Pearson,  Z.  0.    Mentioned 287 
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Feck,  OrcLh.     St?e  Ornh  Peck,  Schooner. 

Feck,  T.  E.     M**ntioned 570 

Pedrick,  Mn     Mentioneii. --..,.._.-.._. .,... 572 

Peek,  Captain.     Mentioned 447 

Pelot,  James,     Mentioned 769 

Felot,  Thomas  P. 

Appoifjtofl  to  ti siiimand  C.  S.  S.  Savannah  .__ .__ 807 

OorresiKimleni-e  with  J,  Tattnall 812,815 

Femberton,  John  C,     Mentioned..... ...,,. 338 

Femblma,  l\  S.  S* 

Captures  made  by _        80 

Condition  of ,.,       285 

Mentioned. ..__.........,... .,..__ .....  7,25,32,36,37.41,49,50,59.88, 

102,  153,  IM,  206,  210,  223,  228,  232, 238, 254,  260,  265, 266,  268,  269,  279 

Operations  in  Stono  River ,.,   15-1^,51-58 

Orders  for  movemenli? 6, 140, 222,  262,  273 

Femble,  Albert  G.     Mentioned 57S-575, 674 

Pembroke,*  Schooner.     Mentioned,,  _.., 686 

Pendergrast,  Austin. 
Oorre^tndeiiL'e  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F .-...„. 341 

Navy  Department,  U,  S.... S14 

Btee<lman,  C  .._........,...,,, ., 393 

WwidhuU,  M  .,..._.,... 360 

Mentioned 362,363,370,441,482,524 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  K  Water  Witch  at  New  York 649 

Fender^ast,  0arret  J.     Mentioned 17*3, 287, 333, 350 

For  correspondence  see  Ntmf  yard,  Phiiaddphm^  Cominandmit  of. 

Fendexter,  Edward.     Mentioiieil....... , 780 

Fenguin,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned .,„_.... 11,64,83 

Orders  for  movements ,.. 10 

Fenington,  A,  J»     Mentioned , 340 

Fensis^lTama  Troops.     Meniione<l»     Infantry— Regiments:  47th,  :158,  'M^\, 
364,:^66;  5-Wi,  126,127;  76th,  402,713;  176th,  609,610. 

Pepper,  T.     Mentioned _ 683 

Perdu,  Mr.     Mentioned... ,* 236,237 

Perry,  William.     Mentioned. 683,739,746 

Pet,  Steamer.     Mentioiie*! ........._ 640 

Feterhoff,  Steamer.     Mentioned. 641 

Peters,  John.     Mentioned , 5(H, 571 

Petrel,  H:  B.  M.  B. 

Attitude  of  Federal  authorities  towani,  oil  Chariest,  m,  S.  C.  W)l-603, 662, 603, 674 

Mention€Hi 600,606,609,610,617,675,678 

Mo  vcmen  teof .,- ., .. 4  79 

Fettit,  Charles  A.     Mentioned ,.. 65,66 

Fettit,  O.  M.     See  ih  M.  Peitit,  U,  S,  S, 

Fhaw»  J.     Mi^ntioued  .,. 501 

Philadelphia,  British  consul  at. 

CorreafM>ndence  with  British  minister  to  the  United  States 797 

Mentionefl ,-.. .,.. 182 

FluMbe,  Steamer.     Mentioned. , .,..._.  296>, 318  j 


•Sailed  also  uoder  the  jmme  of  Glide,  wlilchiee. 
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Phoenix,  Lloyd.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Planter 58,61,62 

Correspondence  with S.  F.  Du  Pont 164,297 

Mentioned 68,61,62,70,72,126,298,399,401,404 

Report  of  cooperative  expedition  for  deetruction  of  railroad  bridges  near 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  October  21-23,  1862 402 

Pickens,  Francis  W.     For  correspondence  see  SotUh  Carolina^  Governor  of. 

Pickering*,  Mrs.    Mentioned 109 

Pile,  OharlesH.     Mentioned 748 

Pile,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 748 

Pilot  Boy,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Rescue  of,  by  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer 

Bibb 641,660 

Pilot  Town,  Pla.     Refugee  colony  at 461,463,478,489,490,521 

Pinckney,  Harriet.     See  Harriet  Pinckneyf  Steamer, 

Pinckney  Island,  South  Carolina.    Movements  of  Confederates  on. 

Communications  from  D.  Hunter 271 

Report  of  John  H.  Jackson 271 

Pindell,  William  N.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 164 

Pitts,  John.     Mentioned 751 

Plandome,  Schooner.    Mentioned • ^ 295 

Plantagenet,  Steamer.    Mentioned 763 

Planter,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  at  Simmon's  Bluff,  S.  C,  June  21, 1862 125-129 

Mentioned 5, 54, 67, 68, 70, 

72, 97,  99, 110, 186, 190,  206, 217, 219, 282, 298, 321,  332,  349, 371,  401, 402 

Orders  for  movements 164, 297 

Phoenix,  Lloyd.    Ordered  to  relieve  P.  Dickinson  of  command  of 58, 61, 62 

Transfer  of,  to  U.  S.  Army 321,332 

Piatt,  Bobert. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont , 784 

Mentioned 153, 785 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Chasing  ashore  of  blockade  runner,  May  25,  1862 31, 38, 39, 44, 45 

Loss  of  small  boats  from,  during  a  gale 73-75 

Mentioned 32, 

41, 49, 58, 59, 62,  72, 86,  118, 133,  138, 204,  206, 212,  256, 268,  270, 272, 273 

Movements  of 208, 376 

Operations  in  Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina 213 

Orders  for  movements 175, 203, 260 

Reconnoissance  up  Black  River,  South  Carolina,  August  14-15, 1862 256, 259 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.    Cooperative  expedition  for  destruction  of  railroad  bridges 
near,  October  21-23,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Brannan,  J.  M 404 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 404,405 

Mitchel,  O.  M 399 

General  order  of  G.  T.  Beauregard 405 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T 406 

Clymer,  George 403 

DuPont,  S.  F 399,408 

Phoenix,  Lloyd 402 

Steedman,  Charles 400-402 

Statement  of  Dr.  Shearer 572 
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Pollock  I  JameB. 

Correfjponilt^iii  e  with  Navy  Department,  IT,  S 334 

Mentioned 333 

Poole,  Charles,     Mentioned _  _ ....-,      524 

Pope,  John.     Menttonerl ............._ 86 

Popei  Bamuel.     Mentioned ___.. 402 

Forcher,  Philip.     Mentioned- 619 

Porter,  John  L.     Mentioned 254 

Porter,  David  D.     Mentioned 354,376,^44,787 

Porter,  M.  C.     Mentioni^d... *>19 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Quarantine  stiition  at. 

Comni  11 11  irations  from 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F , 284,277 

Hunter,  D 194,263 

Ordemand  instructions,  S.F.Du  Pont _.., 229,276 

Trading  penuit  i8aue<l  by  qtiartermaHter  at. ..._..._.  70, 99 

Port  Broyal  Ferry,  S.  0. 

Movements*  of  Con fetie rates  at. 

Communifations  from  B.  F.  Du  Pont .-.....-.        81 

RefMjrt  of  J.  B»  Creighton - 79 

Operations  at.     8ee  Ab^rad  log  of  U,  S.  S,  Paul  Jones,  p,  188, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C.     Operations  in.     Ordera  and  instructions,  8.  F. 

Du  Pont _ 801,802 

Port  Boyol  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Qperatioiifl  on .     Orders  and  iustnictiona,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 168 

Protection  of.     Commimicatione  from  D,  Hunter 156 

Poatell,  John.     Mentione^l , . , . , ., , 731,  732 

Potent,  JuJiue,     Mentioned 75 

Potomska,  IT.  S.  8, 

Captures  made  by 680,681 

Condition  of  .......... . 247 

Mentioned... .___.._.   169,186,195,204,206,208,235,236,339,347,379, 

387,  420,  461,  459,  465,  471,  480,  494,  512,625,  659.  664,  709,  716,  740,  756 

Movements  of , ,,,..      250 

Operations  in 

BU  Catherine's  and  St.  *Simon*H  sounds. ,. ....        19 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia 196 

Sapelo  River,  November  7,  1862 ,,. 438,439 

Orders  for  n lu vementa  ,...,.. _ . .  322, 372, 373, 375, 376,  421 ,  696, 789 

ReeonnoisBance  in  Ureat  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia,  July  1,  1862 ....  160-162 

Potter*  Charles.     Mentioned 226 

Potter,  Edward  E,     Mentioned ..       650 

Potta,  Robert,     Mentioned  , 646,701 

Potts,  Robert  B,     Mention©<l. .,      334 

Fowera,  Barfleld,     Mentioned .., 210 

Powhatan,  IT.  8.  8, 

(iordon,  S.  W.,  relieved  of  command  of ,.,,.       746 

Mentioned  ....  2.54,  269,  281,  307,  318,  321, 328,  329, 340,  341,  348, 349, 387, 411,  419, 
451,  457,  46,5,  469,  472,  473,  47f^81,  4^3, 487,  493,  497, 498, 512, 517,  524, 
626,  577,  578.  599-601,  604,  618,  623-625,  664,  709,  747,  752,  755,  757,  760 

Movements  of ,. 304,418 

Onlers  for  movements 251,306.452,534,624,749 

Prentice,  William  P.     Correspondence  with  J,  M-  Brannan 404 
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Prentiss,  George  A.  Tttge, 

Ck)iTeepondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 42,89,113,116,137 

Greoigetown,  S.  C,  Mayor  of 123 

Mentioned 21, 22, 57, 112, 113, 116, 119, 137, 198, 203, 204, 213, 216, 280 

Reports  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Georgetown,  8.  C 22, 92, 121-124 

President,  G.  S.     Mentioned 139,620,637 

President,  U.  S.     Mentioned 181, 255, 276, 346, 367, 391, 477, 661, 662, 803 

Press.     Violation  of  General  Order  No.  8,  regarding  reporters 649, 766 

Preston,  John  S.     Correspondence  with  F.  8.  Conover 661 

Preston,  Samuel  W. 

Mentioned 67,229,266,400,498 

Report  of  affairs  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 378 

Price,  John.     See  John  PricCy  Schooner. 

Prince,  Pilot.     Mentioned 109,123 

Princess,  Steamer.    Mentioned 799 

Princess  Boyal,*  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  29,  1863 661-656 

Mentioned 607,640,690,606-608,610,644 

Princeton,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 269 

Pringle,  Motte  A.     Correspondence  with  W.  A.  Webb 823 

Prizes. 

Cases  pending  in  Supreme  Court 786 

Correspondence  regarding  regulations  governing  hoisting  of  United  States 

flag  on...: 309-311,424 

Disposition  of 6, 82, 710 

See  also  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,     Captures  made  by. 

Pay  of  crew 40 

Providence, t  Schooner.    Capture  of,  May  29,  1862 60-62 

Puiz,  Emilio.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 792 

Pulaski,  Fort.     See  Fort  Pulaski,  Oa, 
Quackenbush,  Stephen  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.F.Du  Pont 483,648 

Mentioned 478,638,661,663,743 

Report  of. 

Charleston, S. C.     Blockade  of 538,640 

Princess  Royal,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  January  29, 1863 554 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  by  Confederate  ironclads.  See  Charleston,  S,  C  Attack 
upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate  irondads, 
January  SI,  186S, 

Captures  made  by 496-501,747-749 

Condition  of 739,747-749 

Mentioned 281, 379, 419, 434, 451, 464, 465, 480, 481, 493, 512, 616, 617, 626, 

577, 587, 589, 590-^94, 598, 599, 606,  607,  610,  619,  626,  659,  664,  687,  709 

Movements  of , 387 

Orders  for  movements 462 

Quamer,  Samuel.     Mentioned 77 

Quamm,  Michael.     Mentioned 670 

Quarantine  regulations 194,229,263,264,276,277 

Quebec,  U.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned 331 

*  Afterwards  known  as  Rosalind.  f  Formerly  Experiment. 
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Queen  of  the  Wave,  British  steamer.  Pa^. 

Driving  ashore  of,  February  24-25,  and  destruction,  March  7, 1863 687-690 

Mentioned 746 

Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  regarding  wreck 736 

Queen  of  the  West,  Ram.     Mentioned 745 

Quinn,  D.    Mentioned 733 

Quinn,  John.     Mentioned 583 

Quinn,  Thomas.     Mentioned 513 

B.  W.  Dillon,  Schooner.     Mentioned 540, 541 

Bacer,  H.  B.  M.  S. 

Mentioned 27,50,254,269,408,409 

Movements  of 26,49,139,149,150,209,394 

Rainbow,  Schooner.     Mentioned 91, 108, 198 

Baly,  Steamer.     Mentioned 799 

Randolph,  Vessel.    Mentioned 823 

Randolph,  Oeorge  W.     For  correspondence,  see  War  Dep(irlment,  C.  S. 

Ransom,  Julien.     Mentioned 340 

Rattlesnake,  *  C.  S.  privateer.    Mentioned 636, 708 

Ravenel,  Alfred  P.     Mentioned 139 

Read,  Mr.    Mentioned , 370 

Rebecca,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  May  29, 1862 60-62 

Redding,  William  P.     Mentioned 80 

Redman,  Curtis.     Mentioned 58, 66 

Reed,  Bradford  D. 

Mentioned 653 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 538 

Princess  Royal,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  January  29, 1863 555 

Reed,  B.  T.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 225 

Beed,  Henry.     Mentioned 570 

Beehl,  William.     Mentioned 564, 571 

Beiley,  John.     Mentioned 581 

Beindeer,  Schooner.     Mentioned 71 

Beliance,  Steamer.    Mentioned 317 

Belief,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 15, 402 

Orders  for  movements 50 

Bemey,  Qeorge  C.     Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Glide,  February  23, 1863.      685 
Benaudin,  H.  I.  M.  S. 

Mentioned 132,136,150,254 

Movements  of 119,209,223 

Benshaw,  William. 

Mentioned 501 

Statement  of  capture  of  sloop  Mercury 500 

Bescue,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 452,466,481,494,512,584,625,664,709,756 

Orders  for  movements 407 

Besolute,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 769 

Bestless,  U.  S.  bark. 

Abstract  log,  December  27-29, 1862 491 

Browne,  W.  R.,  appointed  to  command 435 

•  Formerly  Nashville,  which  see. 

N  W  R— VOL  13 57 
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Sestless,  V.  8.  bark — Continued.  Pi^e. 

Capturea  made  by 30, 46-49, 1 76-184, 187, 302, 303, 381-386, 409-415, 426 

Condition  of 528 

Destruction  of  salt  works  in   Harbor  Creek,  South  Carolina,  December 

9-10,1862 473-476 

Mentioned 7, 32, 41, 

59,  72, 86, 138, 176-181, 183, 206, 229, 234, 241, 267, 281, 340, 341,  349.  387, 
419, 431-433, 451, 465, 480, 484, 488,  490,  493,  495,  496,  511,  516,  517,  574* 

Orders  for  movements 806 

Beynolda,  Mr.     Mentioned 71 

Beynolda,  George.     Mentioned 582 

Beynolda,  William. 

Mentione<l .' 486,613,803 

Report  of  nee<l  of  store  hulks  for  ordnance  material 667 

Bhett,  Alfred.     Report  of  operations  against  Charleston,  S.  C 823 

Bhind,  Alexander  G. 

Appointed  to  command  in  North  Edisto  River 218 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 62,99,129,294,802 

Mentioned ...  12, 99, 125, 126, 129, 130, 164, 169, 170, 190, 202, 216, 289, 787, 802, 804 

Relieve<l  of  command  in  North  Edisto  River 169, 191 

Reports  of. 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S.     Passage  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal 787 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.    Trading  permit  issued  by  quartermaster  at 70 

Simmons'  Bluff,  S.  C.     Engagement  at,  June  21, 1862 126 

Rhine,  William.     Mentioned 83 

Bhoades,  Archibald  C.     Mentioned 209,212,258,272 

Bhode  Island,  U.S.S. 

Mentioned 373,379,504,528,529,534,659 

Orders  for  movements 69, 533 

Bhode  Island  Troops.     Mentioned.     Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  402-404. 

Bice,  H.  W.     Mentioned 569 

Bice,  Henry.     Mentioned 665 

Bich,  Bishworth. 

Correspondence  with  James  H.  Stimiwon 300 

Mentioned 43,64,299,442 

Bichardson,  William.     Mentioned 40 

Bichmond,  C.S.S.    Mentioned 571 

Bichmond,  Va.,  British  consul  at.     Correspondence  with  State  Depart- 
ment, C.S 620 

Bicketson,  Benjamin  T.     Mentioned 533 

Biley,  Thomas.     Mentioned 582 

Binaldo,  H.B.M.S. 

Mentioned 140,150 

Movements  of 86 

Bipley,  General.     See  General  Ripley^  Steamer, 
Bipley,  Boswell  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 813,818,819 

Trapier,J.H 82^-825 

General  order  regarding  navigation  of  Charleston  Harbor 677 

Mentioned 139,140,187,447,676,677,811 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Firing  upon  flag  of  truce,  February  21, 1863 678 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of,  January  30, 1863 566 
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Bisley,  David.     Mentioned. . 194,338 

Bittal,  Bobert*     Mentioned 315 

Boanoke,  IJ,  8.  S.     Mentioned 176,765 

Boberts,  Hiram.     Mentioned 816,817 

Roberts,  P.  F,     Mentioned 75 

BobertB,  William  H»     Mentioned ........ 151 

Bobeson,  Henry  B.     Mentioned ,,,, ,. .-*.*.,,,, . . 790 

Bobie,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence  with  F,  H.  Gregory ..,*      619 

Mentioned 537, 746 

Bobittson,  Bobert.     Mentioned. - , ..._.....__      751 

Hobinaoiif  W.     Mentioned * .       754 

Bockwell,  Jolm  £. 

Correspondence  wit h  8.  F.  Bu  Pont ,  - ,  * . .   1 1, 1 14, 137,  204 

Mentioned... 540 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Emma  Tuttle,  Jantiary  27,  1863 ,       541 

Bodir^rs^  ^'  ^'  ^* 

Correspondence  with 

Benham,  H.  W •    26 

Clymer,  Ueorge ., 261 

ml  Pont,  S.  F.. .,._.. 14,23,187 

Hunter,  D , 692 

Nicholson,  J.  W,  A 100 

Mentioned.... 28,77,95,103,134,157,158,160,165,166, 

172,  173,  199,  249,  254,  255,  268.  269, 308, 324, 499, 644, 672, 693, 694, 750 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  R,  S.  Wabaah.. ^49 

Bodg^re,  G^eor^e  W, 

Co rre^Kind en ro  with  S,  F.  Du  Pont 778 

Mentioned, 671,738 

Repr irt.  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  B.  Catfikill  at  Port  Royat,  S.  C  ...,-.. 737 

Bodgera,  John. 

Appf>inte4i  to  eommand  in  North  Bdisto  Elver  , _.....  762, 763 

Oorreepoudeuce  with 

DuPont,  S.  F. 421,784 

Harris,  Arnold , 600 

Taylor,  WiUiam  Rngers ,.-........,...,.., 448 

Mentioned a52, 763,  766, 778, 782, 784 

Reports  oi 

Savannah,  Cfa.     Affairs  in  vicinity  of .._..._.  767-769 

Weehawken,  U,  S.  S*     Paesage  of,  from  Newport  News  to  Port  Royal.      653 
Boebuck,  U.  8.  bark. 

Captures  made  by , . 492 

CJonditionof  ....' 118,184,191 

Mentioned,,,,...... 32,35,41,49,59.67,72,86,138,319.320 

Movements  of,.....,,-.- .- 296 

Orders  for  movementa -  175, 184, 275 

Bo^era,  James  H*     Mentioned,... , 83,228,548 

Bogera,  Jerome  B. 

Mentioned 179,411 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  EmOie,  July  7,  1862 , 180 

Bog-era,  Jokn  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany , 148  | 

Mentioned 30, 148, 292, 3t 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  niimer  from  Charleeton,  S,  C.-- —     *! 
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Bogers,  William  G.     Report  of  movements  of  U.  8.  8.  Himtsville 117 

Soof,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 567 

Booney,  Pat.     Mentioned 755 

Bosalind,*  Steamer.    Mentioned 81 

SoBcoe,  Ship.     Mentioned 81 

Boss,  JohnF.     Mentioned 479,599-603,662 

House,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 581 

Sowe,  W.     Mentioned 755 

Sowena,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  June  6,  1862 80 

Soweiia,t  Schooner.     Mentioned 89, 98, 105 

BuMell,  Alexander  W.     Mentioned 752 

KuBsell,  C.  A.     Mentioned 120 

KuBsell,  James.     Mentioned 75 

KuBsell,  James  J. 

Mentioned 414,431,432,474,475,476,488,491 

Report  of  capture  of  Ck)nfederate  mail  between  Charleston  and  Geoi^ge- 

town,  S.  C,  November  4,  1862 431 

Bust,  JohnD.     Mentioned 785,786 

Butledge,  John.     Mentioned 409,617-619 

Byan,  William.    Mentioned 273,274 

Bynes,  John  W.     Mentioned 565,570,571 

S.  C.  Steele,  Vessel.    Mentioned 151,156,487 

S.  B.  Spaulding,  U.  8.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 610,611 

S.  W.  B.    Statement  regarding  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C 141 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 741 

St.  Andre,  le  baron  Durand.    See  CharleaUm,  S,  C,  French  consul  at, 
St.  Andrew's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Captures  made  in 346,347 

Operations  in.    Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 415 

St.  Catherine's  Sound,  Georgia.    Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  8.  F.  Du  Pont 233 

Reports  of    . 

Godon,  8.  W 19 

Steedman,  Charles 47 1 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 264 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 219,297,298,446 

Reportof  H.  St.  C.  Eytinge 249 

See  also  Scndh  Edisto  River. 

St.  John,  Steamer.    Mentioned 684 

St.  John,  G.  P. 

Mentioned 307-310 

Report  of  capture  of  British  bark  Fannie  Laurie,  September  4,  1862 310 

St.  John's  Bluff,  Florida. 

Capture  of  Confederate  batteries  on.    See  St.  John*8  River,  Florida.     Oper- 
ations in,  pp.  355-372, 378, 379. 
Engagement  between  United  States  vessels  and  Confederate  battery  at, 
September  11,  1862. 

Communication  from  8.  F.  Du  Pont 325 

Reports  of 

Crane,  L.  G 324 

Finegan,  Jos 326 

*  Formerly  Priucess  Royal.  f  Fonnerly  Garibaldi. 
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St.  John's  Bluff,  Florida— Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  between  United  States  veseels  and  Confederate  battery  at, 
September  17,  1862.    Reports  of 

Finegan,  Joe 331 

Steedman,  Charles 329 

St.  John's  Biver,  Florida.     Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale 370 

Communications  from 

Bailey,  Theodoras 486 

Brannan,  John  M 362,370 

DuPont,S.  F 339,342,371 

Hately,  JohnC 147 

Mitchel,0.  M 346 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 148 

Steedman,  Charles ' 785 

Stetson,  Thomas  M 372 

War  Department,  C.  8 810 

Orders  and  instractions. 

DuPont,S.  F /. 70, 

167, 198, 212, 223, 243, 295, 326, 327, 336, 341, 456, 477, 482, 492, 534, 742 

Steedman,  Charles 359 

Woodhull,  M 360,397,445,464 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 64,78,90 

Boardman,  Charles 372 

Crane,  L.  G 301 

Duncan,  J.  M 501,521,794 

DuPont,S.  F 371,444 

Godon,  S.  W 357,361 

Irwin,  John 372 

McKeige,  Edward 245 

Missimer,  H 372 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 108-110,147,163,164,220 

Preston,  S.  W 378 

Snell,  A.  T 261 

Steedman,  Charles 355,357,358,362-365,380,639,777 

Stites,  Townsend 372 

Watson,  William 522 

Williams,  E.  P 366 

Woodhull,  M *...     356, 

360, 367, 398, 406, 427, 429, 436-438, 446, 461, 466-471, 477, 490 
See  also  JackgoniiUe,  Flo,;  St.  John's  Bluff,  Fla. 

St.  liawrence,  U.  8.  ship.    Mentioned 484,487 

St.  Mary's,  Steamer.    Mentioned 742,777 

St.  Mary's,  Ga.     Expedition  to,  November  9,  1862. 

Order  regarding  destruction  of  private  property 443 

Report  of  A.  K.  Hughes 442,443 

St.  Mary's  Biver. 

Affairsin.    Reportof  M.  Woodhull 473 

Movements  of  blockade  runner  in 709 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  R.  Saxton 523 

Orders  and  instractions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 523 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.    See  Emily  8l.  Fierre,  Steamer, 
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8t.  Simon's  Island,  Georgia.    Negro  colony  on 142, 

145, 159, 160, 195, 197, 244, 248, 251 
8t.  Simon's  Sound,  Oeorgia. 

Capture  made  in 273 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  8.  F. . . .  10, 92, 110,  111,  208, 243, 248, 295, 323, 420, 534, 664, 673 

Steedman,  Charles 459 

Reports  of 

Godon,  S.  W 19,142-145,372 

Goldsborough,  J.  R 159,195,251 

Steedman.  Charles .' 441,471 

Watmough,  P.  G 196 

Salcedo,  Antonio. 

Correspondence  with  8.  F.  Du  Pont 792 

Mentioned 61 

Samuels,  John  L.     Mentioned 791 

Sanborn,  George  0.    Mentioned 748 

Sanders,  George  K.    Mentioned 496-^500,766 

Sanders,  Beid.     Mentioned 496-501 

Sanford,  Daniel  E.    Mentioned 382 

Sanford,  Mary.    8ee  Mary  Sanford,  Steamer. 

Sangamon,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 729 

Santee  Biver,  South  Carolina. 

Captures  made  off 75 

Operations  in.    Reports  of 

DuPont,8.  F 230 

Prentiss,  George  A 92 

See  also  Georgetotvrif  S,  C.     Oj)eratiom  in  vicinity  of. 
Sapelo  River,  Georgia.    Operations  in.    See  Sapeh  Smind, 
Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia. 

Captures  made  in 680 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Potomska 438 

Communication  from  William  Budd.. 439 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.  F 233 

Steedman,  Charles 421,696 

Reports  of 

Beard,  O.  T 438 

Godon,  S.  W 354 

Sarah,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of ,  June  20,  1862 120,121 

Mentioned 139,141 

Sartori,  Lewis  0. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 434 

Mentioned 379 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida  at  New  York 434 

Savannah,  C.  S.  ram.    Information  concerning 767-769 

Savannah,*  C.  8.  S. 

Information  concerning , 767-769 

Mentioneil 815 

*  Formerly  Everglade;  afterwarda  Oconee. 
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Ssvannah,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of 671 

Orders  for  movements 812 

Pelot,  T.  P.,  appointed  to  command 807 

Ssvannah,  U.  8.  ship.    Mentioned 199 

Savannah,  Oa. 

Affairs  in  and  about 

Communications  from 

Barton,  William  B 750 

Hunter,  D 231 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  a  F 671 

Rodgers,  John 767-769 

Strong,  J.  H 211 

Construction  of  iront^lads  at.    Reports  of 

DuPont,  8.  F 417 

8cott,  R.  W 417 

Defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  8.  F 776 

Hunter,  D 776 

Report  of  Arthur  M.  Kinzie 776 

See  also  pp.  76^-769. 
Operations  against.    Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  l^.  8..  503, 736 
Savannah  Biver. 

Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in.     Report  of  Daniel  Ammen 232, 238 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Ammen,  Daniel 228 

Fulton,  C.C 320 

Green,  J.  F 536 

Harrington,  George 508 

Hunter,  D 297 

Littlepage,  H.  B 819 

Mitchel,  O.  M 342 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 786 

State  Department,  C.  8 780 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  8.  F 227 

Steedman,  Charles 805 

Tatnall,  Josiah 815 

Saxton,  Bnfus. 

Correspondence  with 

Beard,  0.  T 438 

DuPont,  8.  F 444,463,523 

Mentioned 12,15,168,230,244,251,252,265,420,523 

See  also  South  Oar<dina,  Military  governor  of. 

Schulz,  Frederick  0.    Mentioned 567 

Scotia,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  24,  1862 409-415 

Mentioned 282,289,291,432,488 

Scott,  GKuitaviLS  H.     Correspondence  with  C.  Steedman. 805 

Scott,  Maurice.     Mentioned 402 

Scott,  Michael.     Mentioned 583 
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floott,  Robert  W.  pmg^ 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Floridii 278 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,8.  F 350,516 

Remey,  G.  C 685 

Mentioned 268,278,379,417,683,684,686,687 

Reports  of. 

Agnes,  British  schooner.    Oaptore  of,  September  25,  1862 346 

Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Savannah,  Ga.    Constmction  of  ironclad  at...       417 

Glide,  Schooner.    Captoreof,  February  23, 1863 685 

Bealnrook,  Steamer.     Mentioned 21,23,92,112,113,193 

Sealaon,  Brig.    Mentioned 132 

Bears,  Master.     Mentioned 493 

Sebago,  U.  S.  S. 

Ammen,  Daniel,  appointed  to  command 202 

Efferts  to  fioat  schooner  Lotus 512 

Mentioned 222,236,241,254,278,336,341,349,379, 

387,  417,  420,  451,  458,  465,  480,  493,  511, 625, 656, 663, 709,  742,  755, 803 

Movements  of 217 

Operations  in  Waasaw  Sound,  Georgia 282 

Orders  for  movements 218, 233, 235, 239, 429, 657, 693, 741, 782, 783, 802 

Becesaionville,  8.  0.     Attack  on.    SeeSUmo  RiverfS.  C.     OooperaHon  of  gun- 
boats with  army  tn,  eic. 

Becor  dbCo.     Mentioned 654 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  8.     Mentioned 816, 817, 826 

Secretary  of  Navy,  XT.  8.    Mentioned 11, 

66,  146,  149, 155, 163, 189, 255, 287, 288, 294, 319, 345, 418, 427, 
434, 491, 492, 500, 517, 518, 607, 608, 666, 670, 712, 741,  747,  760 

Secretary  of  State,  XT.  8.     Mentioned 86, 237, 283, 284, 286, 483, 515, 663,  796 

Secretary  of  Treasury ,  XT.  8.     Mentioned 345 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.     Mentioned 516,639,817 

Secretary  of  War.  U.  8.     Mentioned .' 332, 345, 506, 517, 571, 573, 813 

Seddon,  James  A.     For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Senunes,  Alexander  A. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 233,295 

Mentioned 20, 420 

Reports  of. 

Agnes,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  September  25,  1862 347 

Defiance,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  September  7,  1862 316 

Senunes,  Raphael.     Mentioned 124, 277 

Senate,  U.  8.     Answer  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  to  resolution  of,  regarding 

efficiency  of  the  blockade 7-9 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstractlog,  March  3-4,1863 723 

Ammen,  Daniel,  relieved  of  command  of 202 

Attack  upon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 

January  27,  1863 543-550 

February  1,  1863 626-639 

February  28,  1863 704 

Captures  made  by 456, 457 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 450 

Condition  of 197,285,294 

Examination  uf  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina 131,  184 
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Seneca,  U.  S.  S. — Continued,  Page. 

Mentione^l 43, 6d,  118, 132, 134-136, 138, 142, 152, 163, 206,  216,  222, 

228,  232,  238,  265,  266,  281,  282,  304,418,  419,  448^51,  4fi5,  480,  494,  512, 
514,  522,  523,  531,  57(3,  664,  607,  6!*8,  701,  705,  707,  709,  718,  724,  725,  756 

Movements  of - -  — ----      406 

Operations  in 

St.  John^HRj\w,Fliiri(ia... 64,78,83,90 

Wassaw  Snund ,  Georgia  . 227 

Ordere  for  movements 93, 190,  215,  2^*4,  407,  464,  481,  ASS 

Reconnoissance  in  Little  Ogeei*he«  River,  <ie*>rRiai  January  9,  1863 507 

Severance,  T.  C.     Mentioned... - 506 

Sevier,  CharleB  F.     Mentioned , 610 

Seward,  Frederick  W.     F^>r  correBpomleuoe,  me  StuU  JJepaHificntt  il  S. 
Seward,  William  H.     See  ^kcreiary  ttf  State,  V.  S, 
Seymonr,  Truman. 

Meniomniia  concerning  Charleston  Harbor,  Jannar>*  1 4,  1 863 ._.      610 

Mentioned.. ............./...  658,692,712,716,802,806 

ShaafT,  Arthur.     Meutione<l ..-....- 636 

Shark,  Sl liooner,     Mentii>ne<l .... *.._**, , 795 

Sliarrer,  George.     At^umfni  naire  of  Reid  Saunders,  which  see, 

Sbaw,  Mate.     Mentioned 552, 554 

Shaw,  Alexander,     Mentioned ,....., 40 

Shearer,  Dn     li^tatenient  rt^gaixling  Charleston,  8,  C,  and  vie  inity ,.      571 

Sheffleldt  Edward  H.     Mentioneil 47 

Shellay,  Benjamin  F.     Report  of  attack  upon   Fe<leml  Moikadin^  H<](ia<lr«in 

off  C  tiarl  e^to  n ,  H.  C. ,  by  Con  f  e(  1  era  t  e  i  ronclads,  J  an  nary  31,1 863      620 

Sheldon,  Q,  D.     Cc»rre8t>ondence  with  Anson  Stager 632 

Sheldon,  William  B. 

Mentioned!,. 561,573,574,674 

Rejiort  nf  expHHiitkiii  to  Bull's  Island,  South  Carolina,  January  31,  1863..       576 
Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures^  made  by 307-311 

Condition  of 118 

Mentjoneit . , .  32, 40, 41, 49, 59,  72, 138, 162, 206, 219, 222, 266, 297, 349, 387, 419, 451 

Movemenhi  of , 462 

Operations  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina 249 

Onlers for  movementa 10,219,298,446 

Sherman,  Jacob,     Mentiune^i 475 

Sherman,  Thomaa  W.     Mentioned 12 

Sherrill,  John. 

Correspondenee  with  Navy  Department,  IT.  S ,.... 275 

RejLMirtof. 

Kate,  liritii^h  **<iiooner.     Capture  of,  EJecember  27,  1862 , 492 

Roebuck,  U,  S,  bark.     Movenientii  of........ 296 

Sherwood,  Henry.     Mentione<l 181 

Shubrick,  William  B. 

Ci>rreHpoi jdcneu  with  Navy  Department-,  U.  S 613 

Reiwart  of  status  of  p^arrtled  oflirers  and  crew  of  U.  S.  S,  Mercedita. 614 

Shurtleff,  Edward  S,     Meiitione<l .,..        96 

Shryock,  G^or^e  S.     Mentioned 580,6U 

Silliman,  J.  A.     Mentiontnl .-... 347 

Silva,  Louis  D.     Mentione^l 565,570,571 

Silver  Spring,  Steamer     Mentioned - 360 
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SimmoiiB'  Bluff,  S.  C.     Engagt'inent  at,  June  21,  1862, 

CoinmnnicaUon  fn»m  S.  F,  I>ii  Pimt 129 

Orders  aud  paf^n*  captured ^^. 127,128 

Kepc^rtit  of 

Du  Pont,  8.  F.... U6 

Rhind,  A.  C W 

Simonson*  Jolm.     Statcmenl  of  t-apture  of  schooner  Elmim  Cornelius 3^ 

Simpkins, .     Mentionetl , 369 

Simpson,  S<»hooner.     Mentmned ........j,.-  ,  524,681 

Simpson^  Samuel.     M«?iilioiierl .,.,..-. 211,  90,35 

Sinclair,  Arthur,     Menlmneil 767,700 

Sinclair,  George  T.     Mt-ntitmi^d ,.      W 

Skelton,  William.     Mentinne^l .. 414 

Skiill  Creek,  South  Carolina. 

Entvtinn  of  Imttery  on -.- .,       4$& 

Opera ti on vH  ill.     Coniiiitinip.atii>n  fnnn  D.  Hunter .._....       537 

Slaves.      Stn^  Fnfjffin-  MhrtH. 

Slidell,  John.     ^leiitioned... ,. -.....^*..p.^       640 

Small,  January.     3Ientiouetl .,.. .-.,..       751 

SmallB,  Bobert,     Mentioned 28, 53, 125, 13« 

Smedley,  Solomon.     Mentioned 71 

Smith,  Edward  W.     MentiontNl 2SI 

Smith,  FranJc. 

Mentioned *.        S3 

Reporta  of. 

Proiidence,  Rebeem,  an*!  [j&  Criolla,  8ohooner8.     Ciipture  of,  May  29, 

1H<^2.... ,'....         00^ 

Btettin,  UriMi  nteimier.     Capture  of,  May  24,  1882 U 

Smith,  Frederick  R,     .Mentioned.... 460,574 

Smith,  Georg'e  M.     Mentione^l , .,...--..^. ...........       521 

Smith,  John.     StatenienI  retranlingf  di*fen8e«  of  Charleston,  S*  C. 141 

Smith,  Joseph.     Mentione<l 47 

Smith,  MosoB  O,     Mentioned 570 

Smith,  William  H.     See  [Viflmm  fL  Smith,  iSchfMytur. 
Snell,  Alfred  T. 

ApiKiinle^i  to  rotnmand  in  St.  JoUn^t*  River,  Florida 243 

Co^regpon(k^nl^e  with 

Drayton,  P 155 

Du  Pont,  S.  F., - 2U?4 

Mentioned 199,  m\  208,  .327, 357,  'Ml ,  363, 3ti4. 366. 368,  370, 430, 444 

R<»port  of  o|>erationH  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida 2«U 

Sohier,  J.  H.     Mentioned __ ......*      501 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Affairs  of........... 254, 268, 378, 485, 513, 651.  7:i9, 745,  751.766 

Anawer  of  Navy  Dejjartni<^nt,  U.  8.,  to  resolution  of  U.  S.  Senate,  rejjard- 

ing  ertji  ienry  of _ 7-0 

Armament  of.... *. M,  318.324 

Captures  ma<k^  by  . .  29-36, 38-42, 45-49, 58^1, 62,  a^-67, 75. 80, 120-125, 148, 149, 
151,  176-184,  187,  225-227,  234-238,  267,  273,  274,  279,  302,  308,  307-3nt 
316,  343,  346,  :147,  ;i58,  3*)1,  :MU,  3H6,  370-:i72,  381-386,  388^  389,  40^-llS| 
426, 429, 439, 445,  456,  457,  492, 496-501 .  516-518,  524-526,  540-^542,  551* 
556,  680,  681-690,  743-745,  747,  769-775,  779,  780,  790-793,  794-^795^  800 

Diapjsition  of  veeeels .  72>73,  i:i8»206,9IS, 

349, 387, 418-420, 451 ,  465, 471 ,  480,  493,  611.  522,  625,  663^  709,  755,  751 1 
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South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron — Continued.  Page. 

General  Orders 5,13,69,424,691,760 

Godon,  S.  W.,  appointed  to  temporary  command 348, 349 

Repairs  to  vessels 172,191,200,260,265,266,286,372,659,662 

Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  regarding  leaves  of  absence 173 

SuppUesfor 45,69,84,207,224,320,326,328, 

373,409,420,472,479,489,495,519,  537,  655,  662,  667,  673,  715,  735,  760 

Use  of  army  signals  on  vessels  of 642, 646 

V^essels  ordered  to  duty  in 4, 11, 

69,90, 115,  125,  137,  192,  197,  215,  217,  232,  250,  251,  267,  275,  286, 
298, 303, 314, 322, 375, 392, 395, 407, 424, 433,  435,  436,  453,  458,  459, 
462,472,476,504,533,661,671,690,  691,  710,  734,  735,  736,  737,  751 

Withdrawal  of  spirit  ration  from 275 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 811 

Jordan,  Thomas 825 

South  Carolina,  Military  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont . .      426 
South  Carolina,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 794-796 

Mentioned 206, 281 , 

349,  387, 419, 451, 465, 480, 494, 512, 542,  625,  664,  709,  741,  742,  755,  804 

Movements  of 146 

Operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida 252 

Orders  for  movements 90, 156, 305, 443, 478, 482,  762,  763 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,   Heavy — Battalions:     Alston^s  (Siege  Train),    566,567;    15th 

(Lxwas),  569.     Regiments:    *  1st,  567, 678;  2d,  568. 
Artillery,  Light— Battalions:    Palmetto,  567.    Batteries:   Marion,  127, 128; 

Waccamaw,  202,  203, 257, 259, 338, 687. 
Infantn— Regiments:     16th,  126-128;    20th,  567,825;  2l8t,  210;   24th,  15, 
17,18,53. 
South  Carolina  Troops.      Mentioned.       (Union.)     Infantry — Regiments: 
1st,  244,251,438,439. 

South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.     Captures  made  in 307-311 

Southern  Belle,t  Schooner.    Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 142, 143 

Southern,  Benj.  J.     Correspondence  with  David  Southern 128 

Southern,  David.     Correspondence  with  Benj.  J.  Southern 128 

Spatches,  Pilot.    Mentioned 516 

Spauldin^,  E.  E.     Mentioned 299 

Spauldin^,  S.  R.     See  S.  R,  Spauidingy  U.  S,  Army  steamer. 
Si>6ncer,  J.  J.     See  ./.  J.  Spencer^  Schooner. 

Sperd,  John.     Mentioned 570 

Sperry,  D.  A.     Mentioned 687,688 

Spirit  of  the  Wind,  Schooner.    Mentioned 754 

Spirit  ration.     Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  concerning 275 

Spise  &  Hayward.     Mentioned 641 

Sproston,  John  G.     Death  of 83,84,91,147 

Stafford,  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Truxtun 301 

Mentioned 298,300 

Stager,  Anson.     Correspondence  with  G.  D.  Sheldon 632 


*  Previous  to  August,  1862.  there  were  two  First  Regiments  South  Carolina  ArtiUerj'.    Lamar's 
regiment  became  the  second, 
t  Formerly  Northern  Belle. 
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Page. 

Stanley,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 81, 395 

Star  of  the  West,  Steamer.     Mentioned 510 

State  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with   British  consul  at   Rich- 
mond, Va 620 

State  Department,  IT.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  consul  at 483 

British  minister  to  the  United  States .'. 781, 797 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  IT.  8.  consul  at 763 

Li veriKMjl,  U.  S.  consul  at 285, 331, 615 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at 283, 284 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at 286 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 331,662,663,763,780,786,796 

State  of  Oeorgia,  U.  S.  S.    Movements  of 681, 682 

Steedman,  Charles. 

Appointed  to  command  in 

St.  John's  River,  Florida 212 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Geoi^ 420, 534 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina 306, 315 

Correspondence  with 

Budd,  William 421 

Conroy,  E 302 

Crane,  L.  G 359,393 

DuPont,  S.  F 186,248,327,336,405,523,742,789,802 

Hunter,  D , 785 

Kirby,  N 642 

Kittredge,  J.  W 672,696,793 

Meriam,  Frank  B 425,459 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 289,290 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 137 

Pendergrast,  A 393 

Phoenix,  Lloyd 402 

Scott,  G.  H 805 

Urann,  W.  D 373,380 

Williams,  E.  P 366 

Woo<l,  George  W 459,661 

Woodhull,  M 356,359,360,367 

Mentioned- 12, 188, 190, 198, 215, 219, 269, 288, 305, 306, 319, 327, 

341, 357, 360-362, 370, 379, 399, 404,  467,  468,  506,  664,  673,  794,  801,  802 
Relieved  of  command  in 

St.  John's  River,  Florida 223 

Stono  River 305,319 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 270,288,304 

Cumberland  Island.     Operations  on 644 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.      Engagement  with  Federal  vessels,  July  29, 

1862 221 

John  Thompson,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  September  2,  1862 302 

Ossabaw  Sound.    Operations  in 204 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.    Cooperative  expedition  for  destruction  of  railroad 

bridges  near,  October  21-23,  1862 400-402 

St.  John's  Bluff,  Fla.     Engagement  between  United  States  yesselfiand 

Confederate  battery  at,  September  17,  1862 329 
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Steedman,  Charles — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

St.  John's  River,  Florida.    Operations  in.  356, 357, 358, 362-365, 380, 639, 777 
8t.  Simon's  and  St.   Catherine's  sounds,   Geoii^a.     Disposition   of 

vessels 471 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 441 

Supplies.     Distribution  of 715 

Wamsutta,  U.  S.  S.    Dispatching  of,  to  Wassaw  Sound 793 

Steele,  Jefferson  W.     Mentioned 670 

Steele,  Jonathan  W.     Mentioned 754 

Steele,  S.  C.     See  S.  C.  SteeU,  Vessel. 

Steers,  T.     Mentioned 516, 517 

Stella,  Steamer.    Mentioned 31 

Stellwagen,  Henry  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  T 580,595 

Abbot,  T.,  etal 596 

Boutelle,  C.  0 556 

Doig,  A 695 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 334,445,481,607 

Mason,  C.  H 581 

Navy  Department,  U.  S '. 298 

Wilder,  Charles  B 615 

Mentioned 135,577,578,580,597,608,613,614,618,797 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by 

Confederate  ironclads,  January  31,  1863 579, 595, 611, 615 

Ossian,  British  steamer.    Assistance  rendered 695 

Stephens,  Thomas  A.     Reports  of. 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engagement  with  Federal  vessels 

January  27,  1863 545,631 

February  1,  1863 632 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.    Destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  Nashville  by,  and 

injury  to,  by  torpedo 700-704 

Stephens,  Winston.     Mentioned 301 

Sterlingshire,  Confederate  bark.    Mentioned 641 

Stetson,  EdwardP.     Mentioned 570 

Stetson,  Thomas  M.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 372 

Stettin,^  British  steamer. 

Capture  of.  May  24,  1862 29-36 

Mentioned 29-35,38,46,48,49,62 

Stettin,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 790-793 

Mentioned 433, 

461, 464, 465, 480, 493, 512, 580, 587-590, 604, 606, 607, 625, 664,  709, 755 

Movements  of 453,460 

Stevens,  Mr.    Mentioned 143 

Stevens,  Olement  H. 

Mentioned 38 

Report  of  operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 18 

Stevens,  George  A.     Correspondence  with 

Balch,  G.  B 661 

Du  Pontes.  F 626,763 

^Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Stettin. 
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Stevens,  Hazard.     Mentioned 71 

Stevens,  Isaac  I.     Mentioned 71, 87,  lOa-107 

Stevens,  Thomas  H.     Mentione<l 269 

Stevens,  William.     Mentioned 570 

Stewart,  James  T.     Mentioned 816 

Stewart,  Mary.     See  Mary  Steiodri,  SchtKmer. 

Stickney ,  Judge.     Mentioned 777, 785, 786 

Stiles,  Edward  C.     Mentioned 483 

Stimers,  Alban  C. 

CorresjKjndence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 729,800 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 662 

Mentioned 489,519,537,662,706,728,745,784 

Reports  of. 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engagement  with  Federal  vessels,  March  3, 

1863 •...- 729 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.    Injuries  sustained  by,  from  explosion  of  torpedo.      707 
Stimpson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Truxtun 301 

Mentioned 299,300,343 

Report  of  affairs  on  Cumberland  Island,  Georgia 300, 301 

Stiner,  Walter.     Mentioned 524 

Stites,  Townsend.     Reports  of  value  and  condition  of  prize  vessels — 

Belle,  Schooner 681 

Governor  Milton,  Steamer 372 

Nellie,  Schooner 795 

StockweU,  Mr.     Mentioned 299,301,642,644,645 

Stoddard  &  Bro.     Mentioned 753 

Stone,  A.  O.     Mentioned 524, 425 

Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in.    See  SUmo  River, 
Stono  Biver,  South  Carolina. 

Captures  made  in 80 

Cooperation  of  gunboats  with  army  in,  June  14-16,  1862. 

Communications  from  H.  W.  Benham 105 

Orders  and  inntructions,  P.  Drayton 103, 104 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  P 102,103,104,106,  116,133 

DuPont,  S.  F 105,166 

Gillis,  Janien  H 107 

Statement  of  Dr.  Shearer 572 

Engagement  between  U.  8.  S.  Unadillaand  Confederate  States  floating  hat- 
tery  in,  May  25,  1862.     Reports  of 

Collins,  N 37 

Gist,  S.  R 37 

Marchand,  J.  B 36 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W 87 

DuPont,  S.  F 61,56,67,112,527 

Hunter,  D 67 

Rodgers,  0.  R.  P 26 

Southern,  David 128 

Wright,  H.  G 54,94,101 
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Stono  Biver,  South  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in. 

General  order  of  MajoM  ieneral  Hunter,  U.  8.  Army 67 

Onlers  and  instructions 

Drayton,  P j 194,315 

DiiPont,  S.  F 6,28,44,51,54, 

76, 86, 87, 112, 305, 306, 315, 464, 466, 481, 506, 639, 648, 649, 659,  762,  779 

Marchand,  J.  B 116 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 137 

Reports  of 

Bacon,  George 509, 626, 650 

Balch,  George  B 665,679,743,805 

Beauregard,  G.  T 824 

Boutelle,  Charles  0 16 

Bradford,  John  S 17 

Capers,  E 18 

Chase,  Whitman 627 

Conover,  F.  S 526 

Drayton,  P 65, 75, 79, 88, 89, 98, 100,  \%\  158, 165, 210 

Du  Pont,  8.  F 53,658 

Marchand,  J.  B 15,50,52 

Stevens,  C.  H 18 

Tracy,  Carlos 17 

Whiting,  William  D 605 

Woolsey,  M.  B 170 

See  also  CM»  Island;  Itaiac  Smithy  U.  S,  S.y  capture  ofy  January  SOy  186S; 
John^tt  Island. 

Stout,  Richard.     Mentionetl 565, 570, 571 

Striblingr,  OomeUus  K.     Mentioned 492, 552, 555, 607, 613, 743 

Strong,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Carpenter,  C.  C 414 

DuPont,  S.  F 102,415,473,715 

Mosman,  D.  F 178,180 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 4 

Mentioned 177-180,183,184,204,216, 

219,  227,  228,  234,  241,  379,  382,  386,394,410,412,449,553,588,596,607 

•    Ordere<l  to  relieve  E.  G.  Parrott  of  command  in  Wassaw  Sound 170 

Relieved  of  command  in  Waasaw  Sound,  Georgia 215, 216 

Reports  of. 

Anglia,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  October  27,  1862 413 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 

ironclads,  January  31,  1863 597,605 

Blockade  of 449 

David  Crockett,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  13,  1862 385 

Elmira  Cornelius,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  11,  1862 381 

Emilie,  Steamer.     Captureof,  July  7,  1862 182 

Savannah,  Ga.    Movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in  vicinity  of 211 

Stroup,  Schooner.     Mentioned 785 

Stuart,  Oeorge  Alexander.     Mentioned 181 

Stuart,  Will.     Mentioned 181 

Stuyvesant,  Moses  S.     Mentioned 774 

Styles,  Mr.    Mentioned 246 
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Snooeas,*  Schooner.     MentioDeii 69 

Sue,  Steamer.     MentioDed 338 

SallxraiL,  John.     Mentioned 583,601 

Sulliiran's  Iitliuid,  South  Caroliiim. 

Attack  aprm  fortifications  on,  by  U.  S.  S.  31arblehca«l,  .September  3D.  1862. 

Ateract  Ifijr  of  U.  S.  S.  3farblehea<i 353 

Commanications  from  J.  F.  Green ', 351 

Reporti*  of 

Green,  J.  F 350 

Nichobon,  S 352 

Confederate  operations  on.     Report  of  J.  F.  Green -c       434 

Soinpter,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentionerl 59,72,111,138,198,206,208,349,373,379 

Movements  oi 375 

Orders  for  movementi; 246 

Stunter,  Chartererl  steamer.     Mentioned 818,823 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 518,751,753 

Sumter,  Fort.    See  Fart  isamter,  S.  C. 

Sunbeam,  Steamer.     Mentioned 283,285,315,320 

Susan  McFherson,  Confederate  sloop. 

Disposition  of 488,493 

Seizoreof,  October  31,  1862 426 

Swain,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 683 

Sweeting,  S.  W.     Mentioned 125 

Sykes,  Id.  K.     See  L.  M.  Syket,  Steamer. 

•  Sylph,  Steamer.     Mentioned 283 

Tanner,  John.     Mentioned 565,570 

Tarr,  Robert.     Mentioned 198,561,569 

Tatnall,  Charles.     Mentioned 221,696 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

Apfjointe^l  to  command  naval  defenses  of  Georgia 806 

Com-sfKindence  with  T.  P.  Pelot 807,812,815 

Mentioneil 199,417,672,767,777,808 

Taylor, .     Mentioned 179 

Taylor,  Bushrod.     Mentioned 398 

Taylor,  Frederick.     Mentioned 177 

Taylor,  William  Bogers. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Hoosatonit 192 

Corresf>ondence  with 

Beers,  J.  R 450 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 478,639,713 

Frailey,  J.  M 593 

Gibson,  William 450 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 303 

Quackenbush,  S.  P 538,554 

Reed,  B.  D 538,555 

Rf>dgerH,  John 448 

Stronjr,  J.  H 449,597 

Watniougli,  P.  G 598 

Notes  njgarding  Charleston,  8.  C,  and  vicinity 447 

Mentioned .  .354, 447, 525, 533, 534, 539, 540, 542, 556, 578, 589, 592, 599, 600, 607, 759 


♦  Formerly  C.  8.  privateer  Dixie :  also  known  as  Kate  Hale. 
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Taylor,  William  Borers — Continue<l.  Pa«re. 

Reports  of. 

Charleston  y  S.  C. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by  Confederate 

ironclads.  January  31,  1863 587-591,596,605 

Blockade  of 449,538,539 

Emma  Tuttle,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  January  27,  1863 541 

Princess  Royal,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  January  29,  1863 553 

Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  IT.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned 754 

Terry,  Al&ed  H.     Mentioned 25,70,400 

Terry,  Silas  W.     Mentioned 96,1^5 

Thall,  John.     Mentioned 565,570 

Thomas,  Mr.     Mentioned 1^336 

Thomas,  Hamilton  J.     Mentioned 807 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned 614 

Thomas,  B.  H.  B.     Mentioned 583 

Thomas  Foulkes,  Steamer.     Mentioned 80, 88 

ThomasL.  Wragg,*  Steamer!     Mentioned 39,134,136,138 

Thompson,  Oeorge  M.     Mentioned 619 

Thompson,  H.     Mentioned 75 

Thompson,  John.     See  John  Thompson ^  Sloop. 

Thompson,  William.     Mentioned  ...^ 385 

Thurston,  BobertH.     Mentioned 608,609 

Titus,  Colonel.     Mentioned 360 

Tomb,  James  H.     Correspondence  with 623 

Tombs,  Mr.     Mentioned 163 

Tomlinson,  Samuel.     Mentioned 701 

Tompkins,  William  G.     Mentione<l 298 

Tornado,  American  brig.     Mentioned 315 

Totten,  Joseph  O. 

Mentioned 613 

Report  of  status  of  paroled  officers  and  crew  of  U.  8.  8.  Merce<lita 614 

Town,  Franklin  E.     Mentioned 402 

Townsend,  Edward  D.     Mentioned 692 

Tracy,  Carlos.     Report  of  operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 17 

Trade  Wind,  American  steamer.     Mentioned 376 

Trading"  permits.     Correspondence  concerning 70, 9i),  1^5, 50(> 

Tramblas,  Louis.     Mentioned 564, 571 

Transports.     See  Army  trmntpwis,  U.  S. 
Trapier,  James  H.     Corresf)ondence  with 

Hiuskell,  C.  T 775 

Nance,  W.  F ^^22 

Khett,  Alfred S2:J 

Ripley,  K.  S 823,825 

Trask,  William  F.     Mentioiieil 570 

Treasury  Department,  17.   S.     Corres|X)u<lence   with   Navy    Dei>artnient, 

U.  S 5(H),r)()s 

Treaty, t  Confederate  steamer.     Capture  of,  June  20,  1 862 1 J 1 

Treaty,  U.  S.  S.     Reconnoissance  up  lUack  River,  South  Carolina,  Auyiist 

14-15,  1862 2r>»;-2.V.> 

♦Formerly  ('.  S.  S.  Nashville.  t  Afterwards  U.  S.  8.  Treaty. 

N  w  R — VOL  i:j bS 
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Trenchard,  Stephen  D.  vsge. 

CJorrespondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F.. bS3 

Navy  Department,  U.  S (59 

Mentioned 529,534 

Trickland,  Thomas.     Mentioned 751 

Trimble,  B.  M.     Mentioned 249,310,4t>3 

Tropic,*  Confederate  steamer.     Destruction  of,  January  18,  1803 516--51S 

Trundy,  Oeorge  A. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 184 

Mentioned 32, 67 

Truxtun,  William  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Clinch,  Duncan  L 335.336 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 192,  2a5,  248, 348 

Stafford,  R 301 

Stimpson,  J.  H 301 

West,  L : 300 

Mentioned 11,12,95,219,249,268 

Relieved  of  command  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina 219 

Reports  of. 

Ashepoo  and  Combahee  rivers.  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissanc'e  in, 

July  18-19,  1862 199-201 

Cumberland  Island,  Georgia.     Affairs  on 298 

Flag  of  truce,  firing  upon 335 

Hutchinson's  Island,  South  Carolina.     Attack  upon,  by  Confederates, 

June  13,  1862 96 

Hutchinson's  Island.     Reconnois&ance  of,  July  8,  1862 iSo 

Nellie,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  September  23,  1862 343 

Tucker,  Jacob.     Mentioned 570 

Tucker,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  A.  Webb 825 

MentioniHl 616-619,  622,  62:>,  80S 

Reix)rt  of  attack  upon  Federal  blocka<ling  squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 

by  Confcxierate  ironclads,  January  31 ,  1863 619 

Turner,  James  S.     Mentioned 564, 565,  570, 571 

Turner,  Levi  C.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 643 

Turner,  Thomas. 

Api)ointed  to  command  off  Charleston,  S.  C 62:^ 

Corresjwndence  with 

Almy,  J.J 795 

Beauregard,  G.  T ti7.> 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 649,  710,  714,  749,  751,  759,  762,  772.  8(>4 

Green,  J.  F 771 

Jordan,  Thomas 562,  t>76-678 

Lee,  S.  P r^ti 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 251,  .'>04 

Patterson,  T.  H 796 

Watmough,  P.  Ci 7^H»,  8<X> 

General  order  regarciiug  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C <W1 

Mentioned .^18, 

544, 578, 601, 602, 604,  (><>3, 675,  (578,  715,  749,  752,  763,  785,  788.  7^X),  805 


•Forniorly  liiintrcMM. 
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Turner,  Thomas — Continued.  Pa^e. 

Reports  of. 

Antelope,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  March  31,  1863 800 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of 623,757,761 

Firing  upon  flag  of  truce  in  harbor  of,  February  21,  1863 677 

Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C.     Blockatle  runner  ashore  near 668 

Georgiana,  British  steamer.     Chasing  ashore  and  destruction  of . . .  770, 771 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  January  30, 1863 561 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  8. 

Cutting  down  smokestacks  of 550 

Passage  of,  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal 518 

Unfitness  of,  for  outside  work 646 

Turtle  Harbor,  Florida.     Coal  depot  established  at 415, 420 

Tuttle,  Emma.     See  Emma  Tuttk,  Sckoorier. 

290,*  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 283,294,705 

Tybee  River,  Georgia.     Captures  made  in 682 

XJnadilla,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 80,236-238,551-556 

Chase  of  blockade  nmners 538-540 

Condition  of 285,  761 

Engagement  with  Confederate  floating  battery  in  Stono  River,  May  25, 

1862 36-38 

Mentione<l 6,  7, 25, 32, 41, 49, 50, 59, 98, 100, 153, 158, 187-190, 206, 

211,  212,  219,  265,  266,  268, 281, 419, 451, 465, 481, 493, 512, 589, 590, 591, 
599,  601,  606,  625,  640,  650,  658,  659,  664, 679, 709, 751, 755,  758,  766,  770 

Movements  of 752 

Operations  in  Stono  River 15-19, 51-58 

Orders  for  movements 168,190,478,483,639,648,649 

Reconnoissance  in  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia,  and  engagement  with  Fort 

McAllister,  July  29,1862 221 

Reconnoissance  of  John's  Island,  South  Carolina 713 

XJncas,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 108,109,163 

Mentioned 19,20,88,91,147,198, 

206,  243,  246,  302, 330, 336, 343, 349, 387, 401 ,  402, 420, 442, 451 ,  462, 465- 
467,  477,  478,  481,  490,  493,  494,  512, 625, 664,  709,  739,  745,  756,  778,  794 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida 220, 

245,  261, 262, 301,  358, 359-363, 469-471, 501, 502, 521, 522, 777 
Engagement  with  Confederate  battery  at  St.  John's  Bluff,  Fla. 

Septeml^erll,  1862 324-326 

October  2,  1862 355,356 

Orders  for  movements 295, 393, 445, 464, 492,  742 

Union,  Steamer.     Mentioned 641, 655 

**Unioni8t."     Correspondence  with  I.  B.  Baxter 338 

XTpham,  George  D.     Mentioned 46, 47 

XTpshur,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 102,321,504,693,805 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 275 

Mentioneil :..  101, 149, 168, 395,  396,  397,  408, 490, 575, 600, 674, 675, 677,  678 

*  More  correctly  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 
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TTpshur,  John  H. — Continued.  Pa^pe. 

Reporta  of. 

Bull's  Island,  South  Carolina.    Expedition  to,  Januaxy  31,  1863 573 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blo(^kadeof :«J6 

Firing  upon  flag  of  truce  in  harbor  of,  February  21,  1863 674 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  at  Brooklyn  navy  yard 19S 

Condition  of 1«9 

Racer,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Movements  of 150 

TJptegrove,  John  E.     Mentioned 90,193,202,208,214,270 

Upton,  Cited.     Mentioned 82 

Upton,  Daniel  F. 

Mentioned 779 

Report  of  capture  of  Sloop  Aurelia,  March  23,  1863 780 

Urcuin,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Steedman 373,  .380 

Mentioned 324,325,380 

Requests  to  be  relieved  from  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Patroon 282 

Usher,  Julia.     See  JvUia  Usher,  Steamer. 

Valparaiso,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 15,230,389,756 

Van  Alstine,  ComeUns  J. 

Mentioned 588. 607 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  8.  C\, 

by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  3i,  1863 e06 

Van  Buskirk,  Martin.     Mentioned 565,570 

VandaUa,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 172,175,206,222,240,209,381,328,349,420,452,481,492 

Movements  of 491 

Orders  for  movements Ill,  1.55,  452,  4H9,  491 

Vanderbilt,  *  U.  S.  Anny  transport.     Mentioned 85, 1 98, 2.VI 

Vancl;,  ke,  Dr.     Mentioned 383 

Van  Sice,  Edward. 

Mentioned 552,554,608 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 

by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  31,  1863 t>()5i 

Vansittart,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 479 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 779 

Vaughan,  Pilot.     Mentioned ISi 

Vaught,  M.     Mentioned 687 

Vereen,  B.  F.     Mentioned 6S7 

Vermont,  U.  8.  ship. 

Condition  of fi67 

Mentioned 11. 

25, 45, 95, 123, 138, 176, 189-192, 198,  199, 203-208, 210-212,  215,  216, 21\ 
219,  222-224,  227,  229,  230,  233,  234, 236, 242-244,  246, 254,  270,  295,  :;46. 
348,  349,  354,  357,  ;361,  372-375,  377, 378, 381, 384,  387, 392,  400, 420, 435, 
452,  466,  481,  486,  494,  512,  584,  586,  615, 625, 656,  664,  709,  756,  758.  vS03 

Vernon,  Mr.     Mentioned 516,517 

Victoria,  Brig.     Mentioned 799 

Vidal,  Theodore  0.     Mentioned 402 

Vienna,  Austria,  17.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned 4v^^ 

Vincent,  Daniel  B.     Mentioned 176, 180-182,193 


*  Afterwards  U  5.  S.  Vanderbilt. 
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Virginia,  C.  R.  S.    Mentioned 820 

Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast-Sun-ey  Steamer. 

Davis,  John  L.,  relieved  of  command  of 333 

Mentioned 278,349,350,387,401,402,485 

Movements  of 256 

Operations  from  November,  1861,  to  June  28,  1862 151-154 

Orders  for  movements 217, 262 

Volante,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  2,  1862 121,124,125 

Mentioned 250 

W.  H.  Northrop,  Schooner.     Mentioneil 347 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 261 

Corbin,  T.  G.,  ordered  t^  relieve  Commander  Rodgers  of  command  of 249 

Mentione<l 3-7, 10-14, 16, 21 ,  23, 25-28, 38, 40, 42, 44, 45, 50, 51, 

53, 56, 58, 61-63, 65, 67-70, 72,  76,  79, 81-85, 87, 89,91-95, 99, 101,102, 105, 
109-115,  117,  125,  129,  130, 134, 135, 137, 145, 146, 149, 155, 156, 164, 166- 
170,  176,  183,  184,  186,  199, 217,  240, 247-249,  254-256,  260-262,  264-266, 
268,  270,  273,  275-278,  282, 287, 292-298, 303-307, 309, 311-314, 317, 319- 
323,  325-328,  333,  334,  336,  337,  339-345, 347-350, 371, 372, 387-389, 395, 
399-405,  407-«)9,  411,  415-420,  423-427,  429, 430, 432, 434-436, 440, 441, 
443-446,  448, 451,  453,  455,  456,  458, 462-466, 469, 473, 475-485, 487, 488, 
491-502,  504,  506,  507,  509,  511-514,  516, 518. 520, 523, 524, 527, 528, 531, 
533,  534-536,  540,  543,  546,  547,  549, 551, 555, 556, 559, 577, 588, 601, 604, 
607-609,  612,  613,  623-626,  639, 642, 644, 648, 649, 651, 652, 655-660, 663- 
665,  668-670,  672-675,  680-682,  687,  689, 692-696,  705-707,  709-715,  728, 
729,  736,  738-743,  746,  748,  749,  751,  752,  755,  756, 758-760,  762-764,  766, 
767,  769,  772,  773,  776-779,  782-7^5,  787-789,  791,  792,794,795,801-803 

Movements  of 408 

Orders  for  movements 1 72, 1 73, 1 74, 187 

Waccamaw  Kiver,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 89 

Report  of  George  B.  Balch 213 

Wadmelaw  Biver,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in.    See  Simmons'  Blvffy  S.  C. 
Engagement  at,  June  fSl,  1862. 

Warner,  Mr.     Mentioned 825,826 

Walker, .     Mentioned 360 

Walker,  Captain.     Mentioned 225 

Walker,  James.     Mentioned 83 

Walker,  Joseph.     Correspondence  with  C.  H.  Stevens 18 

Walker,  Leo  D.     Correspondence  with  S.  R.  Gist 37 

Walker,  William  S.     Mentione<l 406 

WaUace,  James.     Mentioned 401,402,404 

Walpole,  John.     Mentioned 567 

Walsh,  Michael.     Mentioned 565, 570 

Walton,  Bichard.     Mentioned 564, 571 

Waltzingrford,  James.     Mentioned 380 

Wamsutta,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 441 

Mentioned 142,160,162,195, 

206,  212,  234,  281,  316,  347,  :U9,  :}87, 389, 420, 444, 659,  709,  715,  756,  794 

Movements  of 665, 793 

Oi>erations  in  St.  Catherine's  and  St.  Simon's  sounds IQ 

Orders  for  movements 233,  ^>fc^*-x^<'^^^ 
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Wane,  Captain.     Mentioned 174 

Wappoo  Out,  South  Carolina.     Operations  near.     Orders  and  instructions, 

8.  F.  DuPont 28 

See  also  Stono  Rirer,  South  Carolina.     Operations  tw,  pp.  526->528. 
War  Department,  0.  S.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard. .  810, 813,  815, 824 
War  Department,  17.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  I) 85 

Navy  Deijartinent,  U.  8 614 

Ward,  Joshua.     Mentioned 202,203,257,259,338,687 

Ward,  W.  H.     Mentioned 235 

Warley,  Ella.     8c»e  EUa  Warlq/,  Steamer, 
Warley,  Frederick  F. 

Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Eastman 6g9 

Mentionefl 688 

Warner,  Harry.     Mentioned 791 

Warner,  J.  H.     Mentioned 816 

Warren,  Joshua  D.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  I".  8 298 

Warring,  J.  S.     8ee  ./.  S.  Wnrring^  Coal  schooner. 

Warrior,  H.  B.  M.  8.     Meutioneii 422 

Washington,  George.     8ee  George  Waahingtorij  Steamer. 
Wassaw  Sound,  Georgria.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  8.  F.  Du  Pont 513 

Onlers  and  instmctioup. 

Du  Pont,  8.  F 110^ 

111,  170, 215, 216, 222,  233,  278, 307, 424, 458, 507, 514,  516,  536,  789 

Marchand,  J.  B 239 

8teedman,  Charlej^ 793 

Reports  of 

Amnien,  Daniel 227, 282 

Parrott,  E.  G 160 

8ee  also  ASavannah  River;   J)/l>ee  River. 
Water  Witch,  V.  8.  8. 

Condition  of 535, 649 

F^n^^agement  with  Confederate  battery  at  8t.  John's  Bluff,  Florida,  October 

-',  18^^2 355,356 

Mentione<l 333,343,349,387,401, 

402,  420,441,  452,  455,  456,  458,  466,  473, 477, 478,  481,  494,  512^514,  524 

Movements  of 333, 393, 482 

Operations  in  8t.  John's  River,  Florida 358, 360, 362-364,  367,  368, 370 

Orders  for  movements 314^  34I 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  8.  F 407,487,742 

Turner,  Thomas 799 

Mentioned . .   19, 143,  160, 169, 186, 195,  204,  205, 388, 577, 582, 596,  607,  757,  761, 800 
Reports  of. 

Antelope,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  March  31, 1863 goO 

Charleston,  8.  C.     Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  off,  by 

Confederate  ironclads,  January  31 ,  1863 593, 605 

Fort  McAllister,  Ga.     Engagement  with  U.  8.  8.  Patomska,  July  1, 

1862 '... *...       161 

Ogee(!hee  River,  Georgia.     Operations  in 16I,  162 

Ouachita,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  October  14,  1862 388 
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Watmough,  Pendleton  Q. — Continueil.  page. 

Reports  of. 

Patomska,  U.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia 250 

St.  Simon's  Sound.     Operations  in 196 

Watson,  Mr.     Mentioned lv*6 

Watson,  George  W.     Mentione<l 600, 602, 608, 674 

Watson,  William. 

Oorrespondemre  with  M.  Woodhull 445, 464 

Mentioned 470,477,493,501,521 

Reports  of. 

Nassau  Sound,  Florida.     Operations  in 502 

St.  John's  River,  Florida.     Operations  in 522 

Wauklin,  Henry.     Mentioned - 748 

Wave,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  Noveml)er  4,  1 862 429,  4:^ 

Mentioned 273 

Wayne,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 634 

Wayne,  Robert.     Mentioned 637 

Webb,   Benjamin  C.     Mentioned 567 

Webb,  William  A.     Correspondence  with 

Dozier,  W.  G 821 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 820 

Pringle,  Motte  A 823 

Tmtker,  J.  R , 825 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 649,652-654 

Mentioned 503, 504, 664, 692,  709,  712,  729,  736,  756,  763,  766,  776,  784,  SOO 

Orders  for  movements b'Xi,  762 

Passage  of,  from  Newport  News,  Va.,  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C 653 

Weenee,  Vessel.     Mentioned 193 

Welch,  B.     Mentioned 125 

Wells,  Clark  H. 

CorresiX)ndence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 155,  328 

Mentioned 241 

Wells,  Edward  G.     Mentii)ned 384, 414 

Welsh,  John.     Mentione<l 40 

Welsh,  John,  jr.     See  Mm  Welsh,  jr.,  Brig. 

Werden,  Heed. 

A  ppointed  to  command 

In  Ossabaw  Sound 277 

In  Stono  River 305,319 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C 782 

Corresi)ondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 227,424,458,507 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 197 

Mentioned 224, 400, 453, 516,  65«>,  758,  783 

Re|x>rt  of  capture  of  prisoners  on  Folly  Island,  South  Carolina 339 

West,  Abner.     Mentioned ♦>80, 6S1 

West,  E.  H.     Mentioned *. 807 

West,  Lewis. 

Corresjwndence  with  W.  T.  Truxtun 300 

Mentioned 299 


*  Formerly  known  as  the  Friends. 
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West,  William  H.  Page. 

CorreHpondemre  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 735 

Mentioned 379,485,689,749,759,760 

ReiH)rt^  of. 

Ma^sachutfetts,  U.  S.  S. 

Movements  of 747 

Firing  upon,  by  U.  S.  S.  Canandaigna 759 

Westcott,  John.     Mentioned 301 ,  465, 470 

Western  World,  V.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 420 

Mentioned 1 4, 15, 24, 

26, 66,  78, 81, 90, 92, 118, 193, 204, 206, 208, 209, 212, 213, 229,  :W7,  425,  444 
Operational  in 

Santee  River 230 

Vicinity  of  Georgetown,  S.  C 121-125,  202,  203 

Onlers  for  nioveinents 70 

Weston,  Mr.     Mentioned 553 

White,  Richard.     Mentione<l 127 

White,  Samuel.     Mentioned 19 

Whitehead,  Oeor^e  A.     Mentioned 636 

Whiting,  Samuel.     See  XasaaUf  New  Providence,  U.  S.  rotund  at. 
Whiting,  William  D. 

Appointed  to  (»omniand  in  Stono  River 466 

Corre«j>on<lence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 436,  481, 668 

Mentioneii 117,478,509,524.525,556,588 

Reports  of. 

Etiwan,  Sch<x>ner.     Capture  of,  January  21,  1863 525 

Ottawa,  V.  8.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York 691 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in 505 

WyaiKlotto,  r.  S.  S.     Movements  of 224 

Wild  Cat,  Schooner.     Mentionc^l v>fj.  185,  4S»> 

Wilder,  Charles  B.     Report  of  attack  uiK>n  Feileral  blocka<ling  JH|Uiiun»n  off 

Charleston,  S.  ( ■.,  by  Confederate  ironclads,  January  'M,  ls»v'.  ."><)«>,  t',hi 

Wilkes,  Charles.     Mentioned 389,  :\7:\,  ;i7-r.  4  lo,  421 

Wilkes,  Frank  H.     Mentioned 74o.  745 

Willey,  Charles.     Mentioned 447 

William  H.  Smith,  Schooner.     Mentiontnl 85 

Williams,  C.  P.     See  C.  I\  Willitnns,  i\  S.  HchcHnitr. 
Williams,  Edward  P. 

Corresponden<<'  with  S.  F.  Du  Voui 749 

Mentioned ^o-^,  ••»:  1 ,  ■■^<).S,  364 

Report  of  operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida .S6(> 

Williams,  John.     Mentioned 5<i5.  r>70 

Williams,  Robert.     Mentioned  i*^,  UK),  lOo,  107 

Williams,  William.     Mentioned /..SO 

Williamson,  James  B.     Menti<  )ned 540 

Williamson,  James  C.     CorreH])ondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont in 

Willink,  H.  F. ,  jr.     Mentione<l 4  IS 

Willinger,  Robert.     Mentioned 'x^2 

Wilming'ton  River,  Georgia.     OiK»rati(»ns  in. 

(.'orunniniciitions  from  D.  Hunter <>5s 

Rep(  »rt  ( ►!  V.  Drayt(  »n M25 

Wilson,  Mr.     Mentione<l ^»l\  1K>,  122,  123 

Wilson,  Anne.     See  Anne  WHaon^  Jintixh  hark. 
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Wilson,  Oalvin.     Mentioned 19 

Wilson,  Daniel.     Mentioned 740,749 

Wilson,  Edward.    Mentioned 570 

Wilson,  S.  W.     Mentioned 567 

Wilson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 619 

Wilson,  William.     Mentioned 570 

Wingate,  T.     Mentioned 202 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 90 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F 21 

Prentiss,  George  A 22,92 

Operations  in.    See  also  Georgetown^  S.  C. 
Wise,  Henry  A.     Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 513 

Downes,  J 324 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstractlog,  March  3-4,  1863 723 

Attack  upon  Fort  McAllister,  Ga. 

November  19,  1862 454,455 

January  27, 1863 543-550 

February  1, 1863 626-639 

Captures  made  by 439-440 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 761, 769-775 

Davis,  John  L.,  ordered  to  command  of 333 

Destruction  of  Confederate  steamer  Nashville.    See  Nashville^  ConfederaU 
steamer.     Destruction  off  February  ^8,  I86S, 

Mentioned 379, 402, 419, 441, 451, 465, 472, 480, 482, 488, 494, 507, 512, 522, 

576,  625,  664,  688,  689,  690,  697,  698,  701,  704,  705, 709,  718,  752, 755, 756 

Movements  of 392 

Operations  in  Great  Ogeechee  River,  November  2,  1862 427 

Orders  for  movements 416, 736 

Wood,  George  H.     Mentioned 386 

Wood,  George  William. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 441 

Steedman,  C 459,661 

Mentioned 459,725 

Wood,  N.  A.     Mentioned 75 

Woodhull,  Maxwell. 
Correspondence  with 

Burritt,  S.  L 467,468 

DuPont,  S.  F 326,4^:4,456,477 

Grace,  Mr 433 

Lathrop,  Master 397 

Pendergrai»t,  Auntin 360 

Steedman,  C 359 

Watson,  William 445,464 

Mentioned 327,329,330,355,359,362,363,444,463,482 

Relieved  of  command  in  St.  John's  River 482,489 

N   W   R — VOL   13 5t» 
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Woodliull,  Maxwell — Continued.  Pnge. 

Reports  of. 

St.  John's  River,  Florida.     Operationsin 356, 

360, 367, 398, 406, 427, 429, 436-438, 446, 461 ,  466-471, 477, 490 

St.  Mary's  River.     Affairs  in 473 

Woodatock,  Corporal.    Statement  regarding  the  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C.       532 

Woodward,  W.  A.     Mentioned 687 

Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 44,276,462,469,491 

Mentioned 103,104,106-108,268 

Report  of  operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 170 
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